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Press Release

AFIC Condemns
U.S. Strikes on Iran

Monday, 23" June, 2025

Australian Federation
of Islamic Councils

The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC) strongly condemns this weekend's
U.S. airstrikes on Iran's nuclear facilities. These actions, which reportedly targeted Fordow,
Natanz, and Isfahan using B-2 bombers and bunker-buster munitions, mark a dangerous
and unjustifiable step toward full-scale war in the Middle East .

This reckless campaign is blatantly illegal under international law, violates Iranian
sovereignty, and dramatically escalates a crisis already inflamed by Israeli aggression. It
mirrors, and even bolsters, the broader pattern of military interventions, including Israeli
strikes throughout Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, Syria, and now Iran. The cumulative
effectis drift toward a humanitarian catastrophe and regional collapse.

World leaders from UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to countries like Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and Russia have warned of “catastrophic consequences” and urged immediate de-
escalation . Yet Western powers including the U.S., UK, France, and Germany continue to
support military solutions, dangerously dismissing diplomatic alternatives.

“This is a grave escalation that threatens to ignite a conflagration not just in the Middle East,
but across the world,” said Dr Rateb Jneid, President of AFIC.

“By normalising war and violating sovereignty, the U.S. emboldens actors like Israel to act
without restraint. Australia and all responsible nations must condemn this act, demand a
return to diplomacy, and use every possible measure to prevent further devastation.”

AFIC Calls on Australia and the International Community to Act

1. Condemn this military aggression in the strongest terms and a formal, public rebuke
from the Australian government.

2. Supporturgent UN and diplomatic interventions to de-escalate tensions.

3. Suspend military, intelligence, and arms cooperation with all states involved in this
dangerous spiral.

4. Impose targeted sanctions on entities and individuals complicit in violating international
law including U.S. military contractors and Israeli military planners.

5. Recognise and uphold principles of sovereignty and peace, including formal steps to
halt the occupation of Palestinian land and end the blockade of Gaza.

If Australia and its allies fail to act, they will share responsibility for a conflict that could soon
engulf millions more in violence and misery. History will judge our actions in these decisive
moments.

Authorised by
Dr Rateb Jneid
President of AFIC
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Australia finally takes a stance on Iran attack Canterbu ry- Bankstown secures
funding for free local event

Penny Wong has finally
confirmed Australia’s posi-
tion on the bombing of Iran
but a big question about
our involvement remains.
Foreign Minister Penny
Wong has finally confirmed
Australia supports the
bombing of Iran’s nuclear
facilities but has refused
to say whether Australia’s
Pine Gap military base was
used in the US attack.
Nearly 24 hours after
the US President said he
had “totally obliterated”
three sites and the Coali-
tion called for “clarity”,
the Albanese Government
has been forced to clarify
whether Australia support-
ed the decision.
Speaking on Sunrise, La-
bor frontbencher Tanya
Plibersek was the first to
speak out after the Alba-
nese Government did not
conduct any television in-
terviews on Sunday about
the bombings.

“Well, yes, we do support
the strikes, and | know the
foreign minister is going to
be in your program later.
We certainly don’t want to
see full scale war in the
Middle East,” Ms Plibersek
said.
On Sunday, the Albanese
Government released a
statement but did not do
any on camera interviews
after the attacks.

“We have been clear that
Iran’s nuclear and ballistic
missile program has been
a threat to international
peace and security,” the
statement said.

“We note the US Presi-
dent’s statement that now
is the time for peace.”
Foreign Minister Penny
Wong’s first television in-
terview was on the Today
show on Monday morning
where she was immedi-
ately asked to clarify that
statement

“Why did it take so long
for you to publicly state
your position?” Today
show host Karl Stefanovic
asked.

“I don’t accept that char-
acterisation, Karl. I'm here
talking to you now,” Sena-
tor Wong replied.

“That’s 24 hours after the

world reacted,” Stefanovic
countered.

“Well, I think you saw a
statement from the gov-
ernment. Yesterday. The
Deputy Prime Minister was
obviously up in the morn-
ing.

“We support action to pre-
vent Iran obtaining a nu-
clear weapon. And that is
what this is. So we support
action to prevent Iran from
getting a nuclear weapon.”
Questions over Pine Gap
But questions remain over
whether or not the US used
the Pine Gap facility in the
attacks.

“Was the US military base
in Pine Gap used in this op-
eration? ” host Stefanovic
asked. But Senator Wong
dodged the question.

“You wouldn’t expect me
to comment on intelligence
matters,” she said.

“But what I would say is the
US has made it clear this
was a unilateral strike.”

In other words, she de-
clined to answer the
question on Pine Gap but
stressed the US acted
alone in bombing Iran.

“So you don’t know if US,
Australian and satellite
communications and sig-
nals intelligence?” Ste-
fanovic asked.

“That’s the same question,
and I've answered it,”’ Sen-
ator Wong said.

What is Pine Gap?

Pine Gap is a joint US-Aus-
tralian intelligence facility
located near Alice Springs,
Australia that is primar-
ily used for signals intelli-
gence collection, including
telemetry from weapons
systems, signals from anti-
missile and anti-aircraft ra-
dars, communications sat-
ellite transmissions, and
microwave emissions.

It also monitors military de-
velopments, and supports
US military operations, in-
cluding drone strikes.
Senator Wong was asked
the same question on ABC
TV and again declined to
answer.

“We don’t comment on in-
telligence matters. We cer-
tainly don’t comment on
the matters you are asking
me about,” she said.

“The US made clear pub-
licly these were unilateral.
“I think it is important to
remember that the facilities
that were struck only exist-
ed for the purpose of Iran’s
nuclear program. That’s
what we are talking about.
“The world has long agreed
Iran is not in compliance
with its international obli-
gations when it comes to
nuclear material, and the
world long agreed it’s not
in the interests of collective
peace and security for Iran
to gain access to a nuclear
weapon.”

Defence Minister blind-
sided

Defence Minister Richard
Marles appeared blindsid-
ed by the attacks on Sun-
day morning, telling Sky
News shortly before the US
dropped the bombs that he
wasn’t going to speculate
on whether Iran was close
to building a nuclear bomb
and urging de-escalation
and diplomacy.

“Do you believe the US
would be justified in using
a bunker bomb on the For-
dow underground site?”’
Sky News host Andrew
Clennell asked.

“Well, look, I'm not about
to speculate on what the
United States does,” he re-
plied.

“I mean, the position that
we have articulated in re-
lation to this conflict has
been consistent from the
outset, and that is that we
are worried about the pros-
pect for escalation here,
and we’ve been urging
de-escalation, we’ve been
urging dialogue and diplo-
macy.”

As he spoke, the US bombs
were about to be dropped
in Iran.

Asked if he believed Iran
was close to having a nu-
clear weapon, Mr Marles
refused to say.

“Again, I'm not about to
speculate on that, other
than to say what | already
have, and that is that the
Iranian nuclear and ballis-
tic missile program is most
definitely a threat to the
peace and stability of not
only the Middle East, but
the world,” he said.

The City of Canterbury
Bankstown will host the
“Love Earlwood” festival
thanks to the NSW Gov-
ernment’'s Open Streets
2025-28 Program, which
supports councils to tem-
porarily close streets to
create places for people.
The vibrant, fun festival
will transform the heart of
Earlwood into a lively cel-
ebration of cultural diver-
sity. Families and friends
will gather to enjoy a rich
tapestry of arts, crafts,
cuisine and dancing.

The festival celebrates the
very best of Earlwood’s
Greek and Mediterranean
heritage whilst highlight-
ing the unique spirit of
the community.

Following a competitive
grants process, Canter-
bury Bankstown Coun-
cil will now receive up
to $350,000 in funding
to deliver the free “Love
Earlwood - Meet you at
the Plateia Festival” over
three years.

From Tweed Shire to Bega
Valley Shire to out west
in Broken Hill, 44 coun-
cils across the state have
secured funding under
the NSW Government’s
renewed $14.65 million
Open Streets 2025-28
Program.

The program highlights
the government’s agenda
of getting NSW back to its
bestby supporting events,
cutting red tape, boosting
local economies, creating
safe and vibrant spaces,
and stimulating nightlife
activity.

The funding offers exist-
ing popular events longer
term certainty, enabling
event organisers and lo-
cal businesses to build
momentum, while benefit-
ing from cost and plan-
ning efficiencies. This in-
cludes:

. Orange City Council’s
Zest Fest

- Parramatta Lanes

» Destination Burwood:
Electric Lanes, Epic Ex-

periences (including Lu-
nar Lanes, an expansion
of the Lunar New Year
festivities)

- Sutherland Shire’s Jan-
nali Moonrise Festival

» Narromine Shire’s Dolly
Parton Festival

e Uralla Shire’s Christmas
Street Fair

The Open Streets Pro-
gram is part of the Gov-
ernment’s wider agenda
to address cost-of-living
and build better, more vi-
brant communities across
NSW.

For more information on
the Open Streets Pro-
gram, and to see the full
list of successful grant-
ees, visit: Open Streets
Program | Transport for
NSW.

Member for Canterbury
Sophie Cotsis said:

“I'm absolutely thrilled
that the NSW Government
recognises the value of
our local events, and that
the Earlwood Festival is
back where it belongs — at
the heart of our commu-
nity.

This ongoing funding over
the next three years will
ensure the festival con-
tinues to grow as a much-
loved annual event that
brings people together
and celebrates everything
that makes Earlwood spe-
cial.

I've been campaigning
for this for a long time,
and it’s a real win for the
whole community. | es-
pecially want to acknowl-
edge the local residents
and community advo-

cates, including Council-
lor Clare Raffan who’ve
worked tirelessly to help
bring the festival back.
We live in the best state
in the world, and people
deserve to enjoy their
neighbourhoods in a cost-
friendly, inclusive way
whilst also supporting lo-
cal jobs, boosting small
businesses, and bringing
our streets to life.

I can’t wait to see Earl-
wood transformed into
a vibrant, public space
where the community can
come together and cel-
ebrate.”

City of Canterbury Bank-
stown Mayor Bilal EI-
Hayek said:

“This is such great news
for Earlwood"! We’re real-
ly proud to have secured
this funding, which means
we can bring the commu-
nity an exciting event that
celebrates everything that
makes Earlwood special.
“With so many locals
having Greek and Italian
roots, ‘Love Earlwood -
Meet you at the Plateia’ is
a perfect way to honour
that heritage.

“From live music and
dancing to our amazing
cafés and local shops, the
festival will really show
off the heart and soul of
this town centre.

“It’s also a great win for
our local businesses -
drawing in crowds and
giving everyone a reason
to visit and enjoy what
Earlwood has to offer.

“l can’t wait to see the
streets buzzing with life! ”

Your Advertisement
in the Middle East
Herald gets you to

the world.
Please call.
040 5555 220
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NSW Premier,

NSW Premier Chris Minns
has slammed the threat
of arrest for five political
staffers as a “dangerous
precedent” after he re-
fused to front an inquiry
into the Dural caravan
bomb plot.

Five staffers for Mr Minns
and Police Minister Yas-
min Catley risked the
possibility that a warrant
would be issued for their
arrest after they failed to
attend the third hearing
of the inquiry last Friday
into the relationship be-
tween the caravan plot in
Sydney’s northwest and
the passing of strict anti-
hate laws.

Independent MLC and in-
quiry chairman Rod Rob-
erts confirmed the staff-
ers had since agreed to
attend a special hearing
of the committee on Fri-
day during an interview
with 2GB’s Ben Fordham
on Wednesday morning.
“As a result of the (Legis-
lative Council) president
Ben Franklin seeking legal
advice from Bret Walker,
one of the eminent silks
in relation to constitution-
al law, he has ruled that
the Legislative Council
is in their rights .. to seek
arrest warrants for these
people that didn’t comply
with the summonses,” he
said.

“But, the government has
capitulated now overnight
(and) waved the white flag
and we’re going to make
arrangements for a com-
mittee hearing on Friday
for these five to attend.”
Mr Roberts said he had
received an “undertak-
ing” from the five staffers
that they would attend the
inquiry “at this stage”.

He described it is a “very
big backdown” from Mr
Minns and that it was
“unprecedented that a
Premier would take it to
that level”.

“I don’t know where he
got his advice from - his
legal advice - but, it’s
been reaffirmed by the
leading constitutional
lawyer in Australia that
we are within our rights,”
Mr Roberts said.

Asked about the rever-
sal, Mr Minns said he was

Police Minister staffers to front Dural caravan inquiry after arrest threat

“disappointed about the
circumstances” that led
to his staff being sum-
moned.

“Don’t take my word for
it. Listen to the chair of
the committee who said
the reason they’re be-
ing called in is because |
won’t appear before the
committee.

“So, in a punitive way,
pulling in staffers to this
upper house inquiry.

“I think that the very trou-
bling information that
staff would be arrested
and held potentially over-
night via police custody
is a massive overreach.”
Mr Minns said staff would
“make up their own
minds” about whether to
attend, and he was offer-
ing them support as their
employer.

He went on to slam the
committee as “unleash-
ing extraordinary powers
of police or the courts” on
what was “close to a kan-
garoo court”.

“That’s a breach or a step
that no one has taken in
the parliament’s history,
and there’s very good
reason for that,” he said.
“Does anyone truly be-
lieve that the members of
that committee, given ev-
erything that they’ve said
prior to the committee’s
opening hearing, are go-
ing to be soberly assess-
ing the information before
them and making a non-
political decision?

“I think they’ve already
shown inherent bias in
their approach to all of
these inquiries, and they
don’t follow due process.
“So, I think it’s a danger-
ous precedent for the
state, but at the end of
the day, we are where we
are.”

Mr Minns went on to ac-
cuse the committee of
pushing the “common
understanding” that all
anti-Semitic incidents in
Sydney were related to
the Dural caravan plot.
Appearing later on 2GB,
Opposition Leader Mark
Speakman said he was
“glad” about the reversal.
“It shouldn’t have come
to this,” he said.

“There shouldn’t have

been the threat of war-
rants and arrests, but this
is a premier and a govern-
ment (that) think they’re
above the law.

“Just imagine if witness-
es subpoenaed to court
gave the bird sign to the
court”

After receiving a letter on
Friday afternoon regard-

ing the staffers, Mr Frank-
lin instructed the clerk to
seek legal advice.

“This morning, | have met
with Mr Brent Walker SC
who has given me the
benefit of his verbal ad-
vice on the matter,” he
said on Tuesday.

“On the receipt of his
advice in written form,

I intend to table it in the
House given the signifi-
cance of this issue.

“In the meantime, | am
considering his advice
and its implications, as |
tend to make a statement
to the House Ilater this
week on my intended ac-
tion.”

The inquiry was estab-

lished to determine who
not what and when about
the explosives-laden car-
avan, which police later
claimed was not a terror-
ism plot and instead part
of a criminal conspiracy.

It has so far heard evi-
dence from leading fig-
ures in NSW Police as
well as government staff.

Albanese slashes Liberals staff budget

Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese has been accused
of being “vindictive and
nasty” in victory after he
moved to slash the Liberal
Party’s staff budget in the
aftermath of their election
defeat.

In the wake of Peter Dutton’s
crushing loss in the May 3
election, the Prime Minister
has been quietly mulling
how many staff to award the
Liberal Party frontbenchers
left standing.

News.com.au has confirmed
that the Prime Minister has
finally written to the Opposi-
tion leader Sussan Ley out-
lining how many staff that
the Coalition will secure for
the next term and the news
is not good.

In fact, the Prime Minister
makes it clear he plans to
slash the allocation of staff
to senior Liberals.
Accusing the Prime Minis-
ter of breaking with tradi-
tion to allocate the opposi-
tion around 21 percent of
the staff allocated to the
government, the Liberals
claim the ALP has decided
to slash that number.
“Albanese  has shown
himself to be personally
vindictive and nasty,” Lib-
eral frontbencher James
McGrath told news.com.au.
“By breaking convention
and stripping staff from the
Opposition the PM’s arro-
gance is an attack on ac-
countability.”

The Prime Minister has de-
cided to grant the Liberal
Party an allocation of staff
that is around 11 per cent of
that secured by the govern-
ment in a move that will see
the Liberals lose around 20
shadow ministerial staff.
The standard allocation of
electorate staff for every MP
elected will remain in place
in the normal way.

Labor secured a record 94
seats in the House of Rep-
resentatives at the election.
The election marked the
fourth time in Australian his-
tory that a government se-
cured at least ninety House
of Representatives seats -
1975, 1996 and 2013.

In the Senate, Labor in-
creased its share of seats
to 28, while the Coalition
fell to 21 seats.

The Prime Minister first
signalled he would take a
hard line on staff alloca-
tions for the Liberals and
the Nationals earlier this
year suggesting it was not
reasonable they should be
given the “reward” of more
advisers.

The new allocation of staff
also follows the Nationals
announcing they were walk-
ing away from the Coalition
agreement.

“Well, obviously we’ll give
consideration to all of those
matters,” Mr Albanese said
at the time.

“But clearly it is not rea-
sonable that there be more
staff, or a reward, if you like,
for the fact that you had this
division that has occurred.
“So we’ll give consider-
ation to it, and I'll have dis-
cussions with both Sussan
Ley and David Littleproud
about that, as well as the
crossbenchers. We haven’t
sorted out ministerial staff
yet, so there’s some time to
go on that”

Earlier this year, the Nation-
als leader David Littleproud
said he would discuss staff
allocations and resources
with Mr Albanese.

“rll have a conversation
with him today, but | noti-
fied him of our decision as
well as a respectful thing,
and we’ll work through that
around what those conven-
tions of the parliament are,”

he told ABC Radio.

“That was taken into ac-
count in our decision, and
the fact we wouldn’t be
shadow ministers, and that
meant pay cuts for eight
of the people in our party-
room.

“That wasn’t why we made
the decision. We made the
decision because we took

to the -people sensible,
sound policies that were go-
ing to change their lives for
the better (and) we couldn’t
walk away from that.”

Mr Albanese also cut the
staffing allocation for in-
dependents from four to
two after the 2022 election,
prompting criticism from
the crossbench.

City of Sydney bans gas applianc-
es in all new homes from 2026

A major city council has
made sweeping changes
to the way residents cook
and heat their homes.
One of Australia’s biggest
local councils has banned
indoor gas appliances in
all new homes.
City of Sydney councillors
voted for the big change
on Monday night, which
the council says will save
each household $626 per
year.
Six other NSW councils
have banned gas appli-
ances in new builds, as
seven more work toward
the same move.
“We congratulate the City
of Sydney for taking bold
climate leadership and
taking action where the
state government is fall-
ing behind,” Electrify Your
Council campaign manag-
er James Conlan said.
“Gas is a dirty fossil fuel
that has no place in homes.
Stopping new gas con-
nections is a no-brainer
for cutting emissions and
making sure our homes
aren’t making us sick.”
Hornsby Shire, Lane Cove,
City of Newcastle, Waver-
ley, City of Parramatta and
City of Canada Bay coun-
cils have all banned gas
appliances in new homes.
The City of Sydney’s up-
dated development con-

trol rules mandate electric
stoves, ovens and heaters
and coolers in all newly
built houses and apart-
ments.

The changes take effect
January 1. Gas hot water
systems are still allowed
for now.

The council is progress-
ing work to make all new
homes, offices, hotels and
serviced apartments fully
electric by 2021. This fur-
ther move would also rope
in electric hot water sys-
tems for apartments and
houses.

Independent research
presented to council says
the latest rule change will
save an average house-
hold $626 on their power
bills each year.

Prince of Wales Hospital
neurologist Shaun Wat-
son said the council was
putting the health of resi-
dents first.

“Burning gas in the home
releases carbon dioxide
which is heating the plan-
et Gas used in the home
also releases nitrogen di-
oxide, benzene and form-
aldehyde which are known
to trigger childhood asth-
ma,” Dr Watson said.

“City of Sydney has set a
great precedent for other
councils in NSW to fol-
low.”
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NSW State budget 2025: All the winners and losers revealed

The Minns NSW gov-
ernment has handed
down its third budget,
with huge wins for rent-
ers and public service
workers. Here’s what’s
in it for you.

The Minns government
has announced its third
budget, aimed at easing
the pressure on hous-
ing, upgrading the pub-
lic transport network,
investing in Western
Sydney and upskilling
in the next generation
via schools and TAFE
spending.

But this will all come at a
cost, with the NSW bud-
get forecast to spend
more than it earns un-
til at least 2027-2028,
albeit citing improve-
ments since the Labor
government took office
in2023.

In his third budget an-
nouncement, NSW trea-
surer Daniel Mookhey
said the government
was securing the state’s
economy and the es-
sential people in it while
accelerating economic
growth.

“We are making key in-
vestments to counter a
housing crisis, to sup-
port our most vulner-
able people, to deliver
the schools, hospitals,
public transport and
roads we need and to
back businesses and
workers.”

This will come at a cost,
with the budget run-
ning a $5.1bn deficit in
2024-2025 and now
forecasted to return to
a “modest” surplus un-
til 2027-2028 with the
treasure himself admit-
ting “a lot needs to go
right for us to achieve
this”.

Here’s what the budget
will mean for you:

WINNERS

Renters and first home
buyers

Leading Mr Mookhey’s

budget speech was a
major commitment to
renters, and home buy-
ers “or those worried if
their grandchildren will
ever be able to afford a
home,” with the budget
aimed at addressing the
lack of supply in NSW
housing.

In a state government
firstt Mr Mookhey an-
nounced a new “Pre-
sale Finance Guaran-
tee” package of up to
$1bn, where the govern-
ment will essentially act
as a guarantor for these
projects.

The scheme will directly
add 5000 new homes
by going guarantor for
developers on unsold
properties and will indi-
rectly add 15,000 new
homes over the next five
years by offering build-
ers the security to start
new projects through
purchasing unsold
stock.

The government said
these projects are the
hardest to finance due
to the long time com-
mitments, with the state
promising to buy any-
thing that is left unsold.
Pairing the “Pre-Sale
Finance Guarantee”
Mr Mookhey also an-
nounced a permanent
50 per cent land tax dis-
count for build-to rent
projects.

The budget also
cludes a $5.1bn plan to
build 8400 homes for
social housing, half of
them to be used for sur-
vivors of family and do-
mestic violence.

Public service workers
In previously announced
packages NSW public
service workers will get
a major pay bump start-
ing in the new financial
year.

Mr Mookhey confirmed
the boost to public sec-
tor wages will cost the
budget $2bn a year.

The Minns government

in-

previously announced
it had reached pay deals
with police and rail
unions exceeding the
10.5 per cent over three
years — including super-
annuation rises — it bud-
geted for last year.
Under the new agree-
ment for NSW police
officers, the starting
pay of a Probationary
Constable - including
loading — will increase
from$81,517 to$84,777
and further increase to
$97,206 by 20217.

The salary of a Senior
Constable Level 1 — in-
cluding loading - will
increase from $101,516
to $105,577 and further
increase to $121,054 in
202T7.

Parents and students
The Minns Govern-
ment has announced it
is strengthening public
education by “fully and
fairly funding” public
schools with delivering
targeted reforms aimed
at lifting student out-
comes.

This includes a $9bn in
additional infrastructure
spending in the 2025-
2026 budget to help
meet the needs of NSW
fastest growing commu-
nities.

There will also be
$10.4bn in additional
revenue also coming
from the national gov-
ernment.

The government says it
is continuing to deliver
on previous commit-
ments for 100 new pub-
lic preschools.
Coinciding with a mas-
sive cash splash to help
solve the housing cri-
sis, the budget has also
announced a record
$3.4bn investment in
TAFE NSW and skills in
2025-2026.

The aim is to get 23,000
new apprentices and
4,800 existing workers
to enter the construc-

tion sector in the next
two years by offering
free TAFE courses.

Western Sydney

The budget also had a
focus on Western Syd-
ney, with the Treasurer
calling the area “the
future of New South
Wales”.

Some of the major
cash splashes include
$10.8bn over four years
for the Sydney Metro
West which will connect
Greater Parramatta with
Sydney’s CBD, $5.5bn
for Western Sydney
roads and $801.4m for a
city to South West Met-
ro — delivering the final
stage of the extension
to the MA line.

As part of a $10.4bn in-
vestment in education,
Western Sydney will re-
ceive $3.9bn in addition-
al funding to upgrade
and build new schools
across the area.

A further $3.4bn will be
invested over the next
four years in health in-
frastructure in the re-
gion.

Vulnerable children

In the biggest boost in
the state’s history, NSW
has announced an ad-
ditional $1.2bn will be
spent in the sector, to
help the 11,000 kids in
the system.

According to the Trea-
surer, $197.6m  will
be spent on fixing the
“chronically and tragi-
cally underfunded sys-
tem”, while 2126 case
workers will combined
get $191.5m pay bump.
The government will
also announce the first
major increase in the
foster care allowance in
20 years, which will go
up by 20 per cent from
January 1 2026.

A foster carer of a five-
year old will receive
$3,411.20 exira a year,
taking fortnightly pay-

ments from $656 fo
$7187.20 per fortnight.
For those caring for a
14-year old, the pay-
ment increase is $4,576
more a year, increasing
fortnightly payments
from $880 {0 $1056.

First Nation communi-
ties

The Mookhey govern-
ment has also set aside
a further $731.8m to
support Aboriginal com-
munities in NSW over
the next four years.
These payments a
$246.8m investment in
the Closing The Gap
partnership over the
next four years, aimed
at improving health,
education, employment,
criminal justice and un-
locking economic op-
portunities.

In addition the govern-
ment will spend $210.2m
for the Aboriginal Hous-
ing Office to deliver so-
cial and affordable hous-
ing in NSW and $200.9m
to support the First
Steps Program aimed at
expanding early child-
hood care.

LOSERS

While the budget has in-
cluded a raft of addition-
al payments to increase
the supply of housing,
NSW residents will pay
a lot of taxes on these
properties in the coming
years.

According to the bud-
get papers, stamp du-
ties and land taxes will
once again make up a
large part of the state fi-
nances.

Stamp duty taxes are
tipped to rise by 5.5 per
cent a year over the next
four years.

NSW homeowners paid
$12.30bn in the current
financial year, which
forecasted to rise to
$15.26bn by 2027-2028.
This will add an addi-
tional $899m in aggre-

gate, of which $650m
are based on underlying
macroeconomic growth.
Land tax revenue will
also increase from
$8.2bn in 2024-2025 fo
an estimated $10.32bn
by 2027-2028.

Toll road users

The NSW government
has not ruled in or out
an extension of toll re-
lief for NSW residents,
which could be a major
hit to NSW residents —
especially those having
to travel further into the
city.

Currently the scheme
sees motorist a maxi-
mum of $60 a week when
using NSW toll roads but
is due to end in January
next year.

According to the budget
papers, so far those liv-
ing in Western Sydney
have benefited the most
from the scheme, saving
$86.3m between Janu-
ary 2024 and May 2025.
But if the scheme is re-
moved, these motorists
will once again have
to pick up the total toll
costs.

NSW’s bottom line

NSW again received a
smaller share of GST
despite the “no worse
off” payments estimated
to be $26.1bn in 2024-
2025.

According to the budget
papers, there will be a
2.1 per cent decline in
GST revenue this year
compared to the years
prior.

The budget papers state
while GST always fluc-
tuates, NSW has always
been a “donor state”,
meaning it contributes
more to the pool than it
gets.

If GST was distributed
on a per capita basis
from 2025-2026, the
state would get an addi-
tional $12.7bn over the
next four years.
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MONJAYM EZZA.COM.AU (02) 9632 7164




	herald_issue_1214_page 01
	herald_issue_1214_page 02
	herald_issue_1214_page 03
	herald_issue_1214_page 04
	herald_issue_1214_page 05
	herald_issue_1214_page 06
	herald_issue_1214_page 07
	herald_issue_1214_page 08
	herald_issue_1214_page 09
	herald_issue_1214_page 10
	herald_issue_1214_page 11
	herald_issue_1214_page 12
	herald_issue_1214_page 13
	herald_issue_1214_page 14
	herald_issue_1214_page 15
	herald_issue_1214_page 16
	herald_issue_1214_page 17
	herald_issue_1214_page 18
	herald_issue_1214_page 19
	herald_issue_1214_page 20
	herald_issue_1214_page 21
	herald_issue_1214_page 22
	herald_issue_1214_page 23
	herald-issue_1214_page 24

