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Finess

Dulux Wash & Wear

I WHAICHDINE

ABN: 85 806 130 998

o415 620 150

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel :

02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

20 L From $98
Taubmans Endure 15L $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

15 L $165
Dulux Weathershield 15 L $175 @l g 1gmdlg 192 T ot

Apco

Apco

Y o 19 (s y
Sy gt drlat

20 L JleaiudW
$110 ylatig il
20 L (3x1...Sealer,

Primer,Undercoaty $110
Apco 20 L aduu $85
P: 9832 0000 (APCO,

AL Y il

4 Litres

2 Pack Epoxy
Pool Paint
$160
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= Be reliable

We have the following security posifions available;
Crowed Conirol
{Events)

= |[RS5A cerfificate

el - b -
dddg Llea TIPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your curment employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for
change!
At IPS Secwurity we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indiaiduals.
Ewvery IPS Security employees contributes to our
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of - e
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be LR o
suitable to join cur team you muest

= Hold a firstAid certificate
= Hold a current Wiciorian Security Licence
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
= Speak fluent English

= Hawe excellent presentation

=  Aygilable T daysinighis

Stafic positions

Patrol positions
We hawe full time, part time and casual positions.

available.
Previous Applicanis nesed not apply
Mo recrnuitment companies

Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: Hrﬁmrmnlﬁnssmurihr.ﬂunau

IPS ad
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Free measure and quote
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LORD MAYOR'S MESSAGE

CR PAUL GARRARD
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Community Project of the Year - One Billion Rising; Volunteer of the Year - Lindsay Johnson; Senior Citizen of the
Year - Enid Turbit; Young Citizen of the Year - Adam Manna; and Sportsperson of the Year - Nathan Craig.
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Lunar New Year preparations underway. PIC: L to R: The God of Fortune,
Master Ho of the Sydney Youth Dragon and Lion Dance Troupe, food writer and
presenter Melissa Leong, Curious George and Lord Mayor Cr Paul Garrard.
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LOUIS VALENTINO § st
veal| - Gudigl! - bl
PORCELLANATO I

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22/ 24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel- 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard) ’

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! Lo)Sw &5 i & gilidlu 394 giudd¥ld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > LzsdeiSilly Embaill dusl 3o Jlo Soimas il dadll

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly omddighly oailiadl il 8 sdilae aaig (ke 394
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies osibiddl 393 dcgdl (0 wosdis d2)0 Lo o LSy O
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadluy ol g iy

lgie SIS HUL| ygulaly Juadly Jalais
LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO FickesdonalTH ng Equipmeni ADHESIVES - SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

Ba AQUASEAL s

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll ) .l ]

And rr?uch much more iploatl Sl
(Showroom) yaydl dlua
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Shen Yun Heralds
the Beginning of a New Era

EPOCH TIMES

AN JOSE, Calif.—Few
S experiences in life can

claim to touch the very core
of one’s being. For sisters Lynn
Pentz and Rene Besold, Shen
Yun did just that.

“It speaks to the highest in
us. Here is the heart and the soul
being uplifted in the art. It’s ex-
quisite. Just a magnificent piece
of art,” said Ms. Pentz, wearing a
regal black coat ornately detailed
with a golden Chinese dragon.

Ms. Pentz, who called the
performance “deeply inspiring,’
finally secured the ticket as a
Christmas gift from her sister
Rene, after wanting to see Shen
Yun for years.

“Shen Yun is a beautiful
transformational experience,”
she said. “It’s a cross-cultural
journey into not only Chinese
history and spiritual tradition,

but it’s also an opportunity to
just take a deep breath and have
your soul fed by the highest form
of art ... also just the uplifting of
the music and the beauty of the
dance and the costumes, and the
moving imagery in the back-
ground”

This is no small praise from
an event producer who was
behind such globally recognized
events as Hands Across America
and Live Aid.

Rene Besold, Ms. Pentz’s
equally vibrant sister and a
former director of human re-
sources and training, echoed the
sentiment.

“With the sights and the
sounds, and the texture and the
color, that incredible orchestra,
and the movement, the flow of
the dancing, and the precision of
everything—you did not see that

From left: Rene Besold, Lynn Pentz

on a flat screen,
you felt it,” Ms.
Besold said.
“It went into
your heart, into your
soul”

“It was deep and pro-
found. It is really a remarkable
experience. It’s an experience, it’s
not a show. I have to say, that’s
probably the finest overall per-
formance in its totality that I've
ever seen, bar none”, she said.

66

These dimensions

are real.
-Lynn Pentz

To Lynn Pentz, the divine
worlds depicted in Shen Yun are
not just the stuff of imagination.

“For me it’s real,” she said. “It’s
a fascinating thing, and quite
honestly, I think that the grace
of the divine can take whatever
form you recognize”

As a person with a keen sense
of spirituality, and blessed with
experiences beyond the norm,
Ms. Pentz’s take on the heavenly
realms depicted on stage may be
different from some of her fellow
theatergoers.

“For those whose third eye

\

is open,” she said,

“these dimensions

are real, depicted in actu-

al physical reality. This is not
just some myth. This is not some
theatrical experience”

Many cultures believe in the
ability to see beyond the physical
world.

“It gives people an oppor-
tunity to see the dimensions of
heaven, not just as a symbolic
representation, which most peo-
ple would think, but it’s literally
what people experience with
an open third eye and an open
heart and a connection with the
soul,” Ms. Pentz said.

“This is a real representation
of what real power is ... as you
develop your life force, you
purify and you embody virtues,
and real power comes to you.
Both in terms of consciousness
and in terms of grace, and in
terms of your ability to impact
the physical world. Hopefully, to
uplift it,)” she said.
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SHEN YUN

Experience a Divine Culture

“So inspiring. | think

I may have found some
ideas for the next Avatar
movie.”

— Robert Stromberg, Academy
Award-winning production
designer

“Demonstrating the
highest realm in arts,
Shen Yun inspires the
performing arts world.”
— Chi Cao, lead actor in Mao’s

Last Dancer & principal dancer
with Birmingham Royal Ballet

“l am completely
enchanted.”

— HRH Princess Michael of Kent
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ShenYun.com

Presenter: Falun Dafa Association of Australia Inc

ALL-NEW 2016 SHOW
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

A Grand Production Takes You On An Unforgettable Adventure

Sydney Lyric Theatre 8-13 Mar Pirrama Road, Pyrmont NSW
Ticketmaster: 1300 795 267 | ticketmaster.com.au Presenter Ticketing: (02) 8988 5611 | Info@fdnsw.org | webticketcenter.com/sydney (Eng/Ch)

GOLD COAST 4-5 Mar
The Arts Centre Gold Coast
07 5588 4000

MELBOURNE 20-24 Feb

State Theatre 1300 182 183
Ticketmaster.com.au

BRISBANE 26-28 Feb

Lyric Theatre
gpac.com.au 136 246

TOOWOOMBA 2 March

Empire Theatre 1300 655 299
empiretheatre.com.au

PERTH 30 Jan-6 Feb

The Regal Theatre
ticketek.com.au 1300 795 012

ADELAIDE 9 Feb

Festival Theatre
bass.net.au 1312 46
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¥/  CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
=¥/ . Registered Migration Agent
N MARN; 1174229

™. FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O lg Cfaleatly dagladet(g 7z 19 ol o putomd g
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@8 o oke Jhaidh

3 nel B i ka5 gl Olan o b b @S | e
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The World Lebanese Cultural Union State of Victoria (WLCU =
VIC) is inviting females of Lebanese background to participate
in the Miss Lebanese Emigrants 2016 pageant in Melbourne

TO QUALIFY TO ENTER MISS LEBANON EMIGRANT
VICTORIA 2016 YOU MUST:

Be an Australian Citizen or Permanent Resident.

Have at least one parent who is Lebanese

Be aged no less than 18 and not more than 25.

Have a valid passport.

Have never been married.

Have never given birth to a child.

NGk W

Have not committed any crime or been involved in any
inappropriate behavior, photographs or films which may cause
embarrassment to both parties if disclosed at a later date.

A festival will be held in Melbourne, where a Queen will be
elected followed by a first and second runner-up.

The Queen will participate in the final event in Lebanon (the
town of Dhour Shweir).

The final ceremony will be held on August 2016 and will be
televised on MTV.

If you are interested in taking part in this magical event, then
please contact Eve = 0433 773 766

Hatem Electrical Contracting
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Tel/Fax:03 9391 0686 - Mob: 0417 949 650
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GST push gathering steam as battlelines are drawn

Treasurer Scott Morrison gives a radio interview at Parliament House on
Monday. Photo: Andrew Meares

Treasurer Scott Morrison
has all-but confirmed the
government is moving to-
wards a potentially explo-
sive GST rise, arguing tax
reform is essential, that he
is “no stranger” to unpopu-
lar causes, and that he is
determined to do what is
right for the country.

But it remains unclear if it
will be announced in his
first May budget or before.
Cabinet met on Monday to
discuss a range of issues
with a source observing
the atmosphere within the
leadership is now one of
pre-election  “sensitivity”,
although ministers remain
confident that Prime Minis-
ter Malcolm Turnbull pos-
sesses the persuasive pow-
ers to conduct a GST poll.
The new signalling sug-
gests the GST will become
ground zero of a bitterly
fought election contest with
the Coalition betting its su-
perior reserves of public
goodwill will be enough to
see off a Labor scare cam-
paign whenever the election
is held.

Labor is convinced a wide-
spread public fear of a 50
per cent rise in the 10 per
cent GST to 15 cents in the
dollar offers it the best hope
of pegging back the more
popular Mr Turnbull.

With some state premiers
on-side, including Labor’s
Jay Weatherill in South Aus-
tralia, and the Liberals’ NSW
Premier Mike Baird, the gov-
ernment hopes to convince
voters that the pain of high-
er retail prices can be offset
by other economic advan-
tages, including direct com-
pensation for the least-well-
off, and improved economic
performance creating more
jobs, and eventually, more

revenue.
Departing from his previ-
ous stance, in which hosed
down GST speculation, Mr
Morrison has taken to talk-
ing up his commitment to
selling necessary if unpopu-
lar policies to the electorate,
citing his hardline record
in immigration and border
protection as evidence.
“We’ve got to do what’s
right,” the Treasurer said in
Canberra ahead of the Cabi-
net meeting.

He noted that the Newspoll
published on Monday had
shown “strong support” for
the government at 53-41
after preferences, which he
attributed to the Coalition’s
willingness to confront hard
choices and remain “fo-
cused on jobs and growth”.
“And if we were to make
any changes in this (GST)
area, it is because we be-
lieve it would support jobs
and growth in the future,”
he said.

“I've got to say I'm no
stranger to causes thatdon’t
enjoy popular support.

“I remember for five years
I campaigned heavily on
what were very unpopu-
lar measures, whether it
was on turn-backs or other
things, and the surveys
were against it and all the
rest of it

“But | believed it was right
for the country. And we
went into that last election,
we said what we were going
to do on that, we did it in the
way that we said we were
going to do it and we got
the result we said we were
going to get.”

As Fairfax Media reported
on Monday, Mr Baird has
proposed a modified ver-
sion of his 15 per cent GST
proposal, in which the bulk

of the new revenue - expect-
ed to be $32.5 billion a year
over the current forward es-
timates - would be retained
by the Commonwealth and
used for reducing company
tax to 25 cents in the dollar,
as well as for income tax
cuts, GST compensation,
and for extra health fund-
ing for the states. It would
be renegotiated in 2020.
Mr  Weatherill welcomed
that proposal but said SA
still preferred the idea of a
guaranteed share of income
tax revenue for the states
because it would grow with
health costs.

While divisions exist on
both sides of politics over
the political wisdom and
distributional fairness of a
higher GST, Labor has tak-
en heart from Newspoll as
well, noting that support for
a higher GST languishes at
just over one third at 31 per
cent.

With MPs gathering in Can-
berra for the commence-
ment of what promises to
be a tense political year
culminating in an election
most likely in spring, Lib-
eral MPs were surprisingly
relaxed about defending a
GST rise.

“As long as it is part of a
proper package, with ad-
equate compensation for
the poor, and demonstrable
benefits for business and
therefore job creation,” it
can be argued, said one
marginal seat MP.

Another said the key was
getting “some sort of con-
sensus from premiers” be-
fore adding ruefully, “but
that’s like herding cats!”.
Speculation in Canberra
is that the government will
eventually opt for both
a higher GST rate and a
broadened base likely to
include fresh food. But Mr
Morrison knows, spreading
it to the currently quaran-
tined areas of health and
education would be politi-
cally toxic.

“The issues that were pres-
ent back when the GST was
introduced around health
and education are still there
today,” he had said in late
January.

Clive Palmer was Queensland Nickel director when
$700,000 was donated to the Palmer United Party

Clive Palmer’s 2014-15 donations were belatedly revealed in of-
ficial Australian Electoral Commission figures. Photo: Alex El-
linghausen

Controversial politician
Clive Palmer briefly
popped up as a director
of his embattled Queen-
sland Nickel company
at the same time as the
struggling entity made
hundreds of thousands
of dollars worth of do-
nations to his political
party.

Mr Palmer’s abrupt 26-
day directorship last
year coinciding with the
company handing out
more than $700,000 in
donations raises ques-
tions about his claim
of not being involved
in running the business
since being elected
three years ago.

ASIC records show Mr
Palmer as lobbing in as
a director for Queen-
sland Nickel on Janu-
ary 22, 2015 apparently
replacing his nephew
Clive Mensink, who re-
signed the same day.
Mr Palmer then stayed
on as a director for just
26 days before resign-
ing on February 16 - the
same day Mr Mensink is
recorded as returning
to the role .

Asked on Monday
about the donations
and his directorship,
Mr Palmer denied any
issue, texting Fairfax
yesterday say only that
there was “no basis in
article (sic)”.

Last week he was quot-
ed in the media as say-
ing: “Of course | have
no personal respon-
sibility. I retired from

business over three
years ago.”

A spokesman for Mr
Palmer said the change
in directorship related
to a period when senior
management including
Mr Mensink were on
leave.

He said Mr Palmer at
the time took Ileave

from Parliament. The
spokesman said the
company’s auditors

have signed off on the
company being solvent
at the time.

Exactly what business
decisions were made at
the North Queensland
business during this 26
day period of shifting
directors’ chairs has
not been made public.
Australian Electoral
Commission disclo-
sure records revealed
on Monday that Palmer
businesses donated
$10 million to the Palm-
er United Party last fi-
nancial year, including
nearly $6 million from
Queensland Nickel. The
$5.9 million donated by
Queensland Nickel was
the largest single cor-
porate donation in the
2014-15 financial year.

The Electoral Com-
mission records show
Queensland Nickel

made a series of hefty
donations to the Palmer
United Party during the
26-day period when Mr
Palmer was director.

On January 23, one day
after Mr Palmer became
a director, Queensland

Nickel is listed as do-
nating $110,000 fo
PUP, according to the
company’s official po-
litical party donation
disclosure records for
last financial year.
Three days later,
Queensland Nickel do-
nated again, this time
$220,000. Then two
days later an even larg-
er donation of $440,000
is recorded. A number
of other donations are
listed during the 26-day
timeframe but all are
under $25,000.

While numerous other
donations were made
during Mr Palmer’s time
as a director an even
larger number were
made during Mr Men-
sink’s time in the role.
One of the largest ap-
peared to be a $2.8
million donation made
on March 4, 2015, just
days after Mr Palmer
resigned the director-
ship and Mr Mensink
returned to the direc-
tor’s role.

Queensland Nickel went
into voluntary adminis-
tration on January 18
this year having layed
off 231 workers, with
the company blaming a
slump in nickel prices
for its collapse.

In January company
managing director Mr
Mensink said: “The
prime reason for QN
administration and as-
sociated events is the
price of nickel, which
is at its lowest for 15
years.”

Mr Mensink has had
a lengthy association
with PUP, having been
listed as the party’s
agent on its 2014-2015
political party disclo-
sure return, run as its
candidate for the state
seat of Mundingburra in
the 2015 election and
for the federal Senate in
the seat of Dickson in
2013.
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Malcolm Turnbull signals to party room

-

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, pictured with wife Lucy Turnbull on Tuesday
morning, has told colleagues a double dissolution election remains a possibil-
ity. Photo: Andrew Meares

Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull has told his col-
leagues to expect to be
campaigning in the next
federal election within six
months.

The comments, made in
a closed door party room
meeting on  Tuesday
morning and relayed to
Fairfax Media, indicate Mr
Turnbull is considering
calling a poll in August
and that the election day
would therefore be held in
September.

But the Prime Minister
also told colleagues on
Tuesday morning, accord-
ing to MPs in the room,
that a double dissolution
election remains a live
option to push through
key pieces of industrial
relations legislation dur-
ing a joint sitting of both
houses after the election.
One MP said Mr Turnbull
had effectively pre-empt-
ed discussion among
MPs who are nervous
about an increase in the
GST during the meeting,
telling colleagues - as he
has said publicly - that no
decision has been taken
on whether to proceed
with a rise in the con-
sumption tax as part of its
tax reform package, and
that everything remained
on the table.

The government’s tax re-
form package would go to
cabinet later this year, Mr
Turnbull said, and then
the party room for discus-
sion.

That same MP said there
was considerable dis-
quiet, though it did not

raise its head on Tues-
day, about the prospect
of a GST rise among two
groups of backbenchers -
those who strongly favour
small government and
those are scared of losing
their marginal seat

“It’s fine that all options
are on the table, but the
backbench is increasing-
ly unified about this,” the
MP said.

“Scott [Morrison] is de-
termined to raise the
GST, he wants to be the
Treasurer who delivers
big reform...we are relying
on the PM to listen to the
backbench.”

“I think Malcolm has an
open mind on this.”
Liberal Party federal di-
rector Tony Nuit also ad-
dressed the party room
meeting about the 2016
election.

Mr Nutt told MPs it was
important, in the election
year, to sharpen the dis-
tinctions between the two
major parties and that the
Coalition had to “beat the
French”, a reference to
the defeat of Napoleon at
the battle of Waterloo in
1815.

The federal director said
the Coalition needed to
“set the terms” of public
debate about key election
issues such as tax reform
and warned if they did
not, Labor would.

Mr Turnbull’s comments
tally with previous pub-
lic commentary from the
prime minister about the
timing of the election.

On Friday, Mr Turnbull
said “there is a budget

an August election campaign likely

in May...and there will be
an election, you know, all
other things being equal,
in August, September,
October”.

If an election is called be-
fore July, a double disso-
lution must be held.

In a double dissolution,
all 16 senators face vot-
ers which means just
half a normal quota is re-
quired, which increases
the chances of minor par-
ties winning seats - an
outcome the government
would not look favourably
on.

The two pieces of leg-
islation the government
wants to push through are
bills that would re-estab-
lish the Australian Build-
ing and Construction and
Commission - this bill is
due to re-enter the lower
house on Tuesday morn-
ing but will face difficulty
passing through the Sen-
ate, having been knocked
back once already - and
a bill to establish a Reg-
istered Organisations
Commission that will
strengthen union gover-
nance requirements.

This bill is already a dou-
ble dissolution trigger.
Employment Minister
Michaelia Cash will this
week allow crossbench
senators who blocked the
ABCC legislation the first
time around to view the
confidential volume from
the Heydon royal com-
mission’s final report in
a bid to win their support
for the bill.

One Laborand one Greens
MP were also invited to
view the document under
strict condictions, but re-
fused.

Greens MP Adam Bandt
accused the government
of “trying to threaten
members of the cross-
bench”.

“You can’t ask people to
vote on a piece of legisla-
tion unless you are going
to put all the facts in front
of them,” he said.

Turnbull government prepared to back
down on $30 billion school ‘cuts’

Education Minister Simon Birmingham defended the plan to link school fund-
ing increases to inflation as recently as January. Photo: Daniel Munoz

The Turnbull govern-
ment is willing to ditch
its controversial plan
to link school funding
increases to inflation -
slammed by Labor as a
$30 billion cut to school
funding - according to
leaked government talk-

ing points.
In the 2014 budget, the
Coalition announced

plans to peg school
funding to the Consum-
er Price Index (CPIl) and
enrolments from 2018,
a change estimated to
save around $30 billion
over the next decade. The
shift, coupled with simi-
lar changes to hospital
funding, infuriated state
premiers and helped
spark a national debate
on lifting the GST to help
pay for rising health and
education costs.
Watering down the plan
by leaving current in-
dexation arrangements
in place or moving to a
new measure linked to
school costs would fur-
ther hamper the govern-
ment’s bid to return the
budget to surplus.
EducationMinisterSimon
Birmingham  defended
the policy as recently as
January, arguing in let-
ters to the general pub-
lic that it would ensure
school funding remains
sustainable in the future.
But government talk-
ing points, leaked to the
media on the first par-
liamentary sitting day
of the year, suggest the

government is willing to
give ground on the is-
sue in negotiations with
the states and territories.
The talking points say
the government will “de-
cide [an] indexation rate
that better reflects the in-
creasing cost of school-

ing”.

This stance has been
welcomed by the pub-
lic, Catholic and pri-
vate school sectors, all
of which have strongly
protested the indexation
changes since the 2014
budget. Catholic and in-
dependent schools have
warned that fees could
rise and schools could
close if funding does not
keep pace with school
costs.

The Coalition went to
the 2013 election on a
“unity ticket” with Labor
on school funding and
promised no cuts to edu-
cation.

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten announced last
week that Labor would
leave the current index-
ation arrangements in
place, accounting for
most of the $31 billion in
spending over a decade
in its schools funding

policy.
Senator Birmingham
said: “The Government

has been clear that the
current estimates for
funding from 2018 are
indicative only and pro-
vide the basis for for-
mal negotiations with all
state and territory gov-

ernments and the non
government sector.”

The government will ne-
gotiate with the states on
funding prior to 2018, he
said.

Australian Education
Union president Correna
Haythorpe said the gov-
ernment was “abandon-
ing” its own indexation
plan.

“These leaked talk-
ing points confirm the
Turnbull Government is
planning to scrap needs-
based Gonski funding
but does not support
its own plan for index-
ation of funding beyond
20117, ” she said.

Ross Fox, executive di-
rector of the National
Catholic Education Com-
mission, said: “For some
time, school costs -
which are mostly devot-
ed to employing teach-
ers and other school
staff — have risen at twice
the rate of the consumer
price index.
“Efficiencies need to be
examined, but school
funding should keep up
with actual costs, rather
than the consumer price
index — which can move
up and down with petrol
prices and the cost of
fruit and vegetables.
Colette Colman, execu-
tive director of the Inde-
pendent Schools Coun-
cil of Australia, said
appropriate indexation
was “critical” for inde-
pendent schools.

“To avoid any decrease
in the quality of educa-
tion offered by schools
it is important that pub-
lic funding for students
keeps pace with in-
creased costs through
annual indexation of
grants based on a spe-
cific schools index,” she
said.

Altering school index-
ation levels would re-
quire Senate support
given they mandated in
legislation.
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The end of TAFE as we know it’. leaked pa-
per details federal vocational takeover

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Vocational, Education and Training

Minister Luke Hartsuyker. Photo: Stefan Postles

The federal government
would take over TAFE
funding from the states
under a radical plan
to be presented to the
states and territories at
a high-level meeting in
March.

Under the Turnbull gov-
ernment proposal, ob-
tained by Fairfax Media,
TAFE fees would be
deregulated and TAFEs
would receive the same
levels of funding as pri-
vate colleges in a bid to
increase competition in
the sector.

States could provide
some top-up funding for
TAFE, but only enough
to ensure ‘“competitive
neutrality” with private
providers under the
shake-up, which would
transform the vocational
education and training
(VET) sector.

The paper, marked
confidence”, has been
circulated to state gov-
ernments for discussion
ahead ofa planned Coun-
cil of Australian Govern-
ments (COAG) meeting
in March. It is likely to
meet strong resistance,
given the scandals that
have plagued the federal
government’s vocational
loans scheme in recent
months.

Former TAFE Direc-
tors Australia chairman
Bruce Mackenzie, who
recently completed a
major review of TAFE
for the Victorian gov-
ernment, said the ideas
contained in the paper

I7H

n

were “clumsy” and “out-
dated”.

Although the paper says
a federal takeover would
put downward pressure
on fees, Mr Mackenzie
said students would
face higher costs and be
saddled with increased
debt if the proposals
were adopted.

“This is like a prehistoric
monster risen from the
dead,” he said.

“Private providers are
there to make money;
it’'s very different to a
public system and that
needs to be recognised.
“There is no evidence
that simply increasing
the number of providers
in the system will lead to
lower fees or better qual-
ity — quite the reverse.”
State governments now
spend about $4 billion
a year on VET, while the
Commonwealth spends
$3 billion. This does not
include the almost $2
billion spent in 2014 on
VET FEE-HELP loans.

A spokesman for Vo-
cational Education and
Training Minister Luke
Hartsuyker declined to
comment. But govern-
ment sources stressed
the paper was a “work in
progress” that was like-
ly to be refined before
COAG meets in March.
The federal govern-
ment’s HECS-style voca-
tional scheme, VET FEE-
HELP, has blown out in
cost and been beset by
dodgy providers enroll-
ing vulnerable students

into courses they are
unlikely to complete.
The leaked COAG paper
states: “While prices will
be deregulated, basing
subsidies on analysis
of the cost of delivery
will increase competi-
tion and improve choice
in the sector and see all
providers competing on
value for money and on
the quality of their learn-
ing and ftraining prod-
uct
“Government-owned
providers will be funded
on the same basis as
private providers.”
Funding would be “tar-
geted and prioritised to
support national skills
needs and ensure bud-
get sustainability”.
Australian Education
Union federal TAFE sec-
retary Pat Forward said:
“This heralds a transi-
tion to a privatised, us-
er-pays system. It would
basically transform
TAFEs into private pro-
viders which compete
for federal funding.”
Labor spokeswoman
on vocational education
and training Sharon Bird
said: “Labor is greatly
concerned that this is
just an attempt to attack
TAFE and shift even
more debt burden on to
students.

“No one concerned to
see our great TAFE sys-
tem survive and grow in
the future would want to
see anyone in this gov-
ernment fully responsi-
ble for that future.”
Peter Noonan, an expert
in vocational education
at the Mitchell Institute,
said it made sense to
have a single system

covering vocational
funding and student
loans.

“Savvy TAFEs will be
able to compete well
with private providers
in the market, if they are
given independence,”
he said.

Australia’s asylum seeker politics ‘toxic’
since 2001: Tanya Plibersek

Labor’s immigration spkesman Richard Marles, leader Bill Shorten and deputy Tanya Plibersek may not be on

the same page on detention policy. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Labor’'s deputy leader
Tanya Plibersek has called
for children to be released
from Nauru and mainland
detention centres as soon
as possible, describing
Australia’s asylum seeker
politics since 2001 as
“nothing less than toxic”.
Her strong stance places
her at odds with shadow
immigration spokesman
Richard Marles, who on
Wednesday defended off-
shore processing, includ-
ing for children.
Responding to a letter from
900 prominent academics
calling for children to be
released from detention,
Ms Plibersek said Austra-
lia had a moral obligation
to do more to address the
global refugee crisis and
said the debate domesti-
cally had “lost rationality,
compassion and respect”.
Ms Plibersek told the
group Labor would es-
tablish an independent
children’s advocate and
“will remove children from
detention as quickly as
possible”. Her spokesman
said this would include
from Nauru.

Ms Plibersek is the only
Labor politician to re-
spond to the group of 900
prominent academics,
who wrote to every fed-
eral MP before Christmas,
and again in January, urg-
ing the release of children
detained in Australia and
on Nauru.

Signatories included ex-
perts on child psychol-
ogy, human rights, public
policy and the law, from

Tanya Plibersek says Labor would
remove children from detention as
soon as possible. Photo: Alex EI-
linghausen

universities across the
country.

“There is no way that
children’s rights to care,
protection, and normal
human development can
be ensured in detention
in Australia or Nauru,” the
group wrote.

“To the contrary, we have
considerable evidence
of the psychological and
emotional harm to chil-
dren resulting from deten-
tion ... We are concerned
that each day is doing in-
calculable emotional, psy-
chological, neurological,
and physical damage to
young vulnerable people,
at a time when they most
need security and care.”
Labor reintroduced off-
shore detention on Nauru
and Manus Island in 2012.
Two years later, the Aus-
tralian Human Rights
Commission found that
the policies and practices
pursued by both Labor
and Coalition govern-
ments had been “in seri-
ous breach” of the Con-
vention on the Rights of
the Child and the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.
Garfield Prowse, the as-

sistant secretary for the
“child protection and well-
being branch” of Border
Force, wrote to the aca-
demics on behalf of Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull
and Immigration Minister
Peter Dutton, saying the
refugee determination
and settlement of people
on Nauru was a matter for
the Nauru government.
“The department contin-
ues to work closely with
the government of Nauru
regarding the welfare of
children, including trans-
ferees living in the re-
gional processing centre
and refugees who have
moved into the local com-
munity.”

Mr Prowse said the de-
partment “takes steps”
to ensure all school-aged
children in any form of
detention were enrolled in
school. Children detained
in Australia, he said, re-
ceived health care equiva-
lent to that of other chil-
dren in Australia.

There have been repeated
reports of sexual assault
on Nauru including a five-
year-old boy allegedly
raped on the island, who
is one of 90 children who
face being returned to the
offshore detention centre
after Wednesday’s High
Court ruling.

A report of a sexual as-
sault among asylum seek-
ers held on Nauru is made
every 13 days, most of the
alleged victims being chil-
dren, paediatrician Karen
Zwi told the ABC’s 1.30
on Tuesday.
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Malcolm Turnbull, Scott Morrison face backbench backlash if Liberals hike GST

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and minister Kelly O’Dwyer arrive for
question time on Wednesday, Photo: Andrew Meares

Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull and Treasurer
Scott Morrison are facing
a backbench revolt over a
possible hike in the GST
to 15 per cent, with op-
position in government
ranks hardening against
a move to hike the con-
sumption tax.

The revolt centres on
two groups of MPs: hard-
headed smallgovernment
advocates who oppose
any tax hike, particular if
it also means an increase
in welfare spending and
compensation and, sec-
ondly, backbenchers in
marginal seats - nick-
named “bedwetters”
by some in the Liberal
Party - who fear Labor’s
scare campaign on the
GST and the difficulty of
explaining the reform to
voters.

One MP even claimed
to Fairfax Media that as
much as 50 per cent of
the Liberal backbench
were opposed to the rise.
Fairfax Media spoke to 14
Liberal MPs on Wednes-
day about the prospect
of an increase in the GST
and was told that at least
17 MPs are now opposed
to a rise.

There is, however, still a
significant bloc of MPs
that believe the govern-
ment must press on with
its reform agenda and
spend the considerable
political capital Mr Turn-
bull has banked - not to
mention his lead in the
opinion polls.

Some backbenchers are
withholding  judgment,
rather than supporting
a rise sight unseen, and

are awaiting further de-
tails of the final shape fo
the tax reform package.
But there is a developing
view that a GST rise will
be so unpopular that it is
best “killed” in the com-
ing weeks.

It is now the prime topic
of discussion for Liberal
MPs and briefings by the
tax unit in Mr Morrison’s
office - designed to keep
nervous MPs “in the tent”
- have begun to give an
outline of the broad fiscal
challenge facing govern-
ment.

However frustration at
the absence of any de-
tails has marginal seat
MPs worried that the gov-
ernment is losing control
of debate which is being
increasingly defined by
Labor’s GST scare cam-
paign.

Liberal Party federal di-
rector Tony Nuit will on
Wednesday night brief
marginal seat MPs about
the challenges of the
coming election cam-
paign, and the GST is ex-
pected to be discussed at
the meeting.

Assistant Treasurer Kelly
O’Dwyer struggled to ex-
plain the government’s
position at the National
Press Club on Wednes-
day, pledging only that
voters would know all
the details of the govern-
ment’s tax package be-
fore the election.

Mr Turnbull told Parlia-
ment that “the govern-
ment is considering
carefully all of these pro-
posals, the government
has not made a decision
to change any element of

Liberal MPs have been given tax briefings in Treasurer Scott Morrison’s

office. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

the tax system beyond
those that have already
been announced”.

And Mr Morrison seized
on the comments of for-
mer prime minister Paul
Keating - revealed in
Fairfax Media - to criti-
cise the opposition on
Wednesday.

“This is what Paul Keat-
ing said: ‘the world has
trimmed us down, we
now to have trim our-
selves, trim our spending
and not accommodate
more of it by ever more
taxation’, he says ‘the
aim of policy should be
make the private sector
larger’. He’s right.”

The hard-heads - who are
predominantly but not
exclusively party of the
party’s right and are eco-
nomically dry - are par-
ticularly annoyed with Mr
Morrison, believing he is
trying to emulate former
treasurer Peter Costello.
“We are broadly sup-
portive of the PM’s de-
sire to see all options on
the table but Scott is too
blinkered and too GST
focused - now is the time
to narrow the focus and
take the GST off the ta-
ble,” one MP said.

That MP said Mr Morrison
had made it very clear,
through his “consigliere”
Alex Hawke, a hard man
of the NSW centre-right
faction, that “Scott wants
this” but there would be a
“revolt” if it went ahead.
The opponents of a GST
rise believe, however,
that Mr Turnbull still gen-
uinely has an open mind
on the issue.

Another MP said there

had been a “tidal wave
of concern” expressed
since MPs returned to
Canberra.

“It’'s the only thing any-
one is talking about”
that MP said, “I don’t like
it because it increases
the size of government.
Why is [Mr Morrison] go-
ing so hard?”

A third MP said that “my
growing view is that it
is nearly impossible to
raise [the GST] without
increasing the size of
government, in which
case | can’t support it”.
The economic dries say
they would accept other
reform options that have
been canvassed, such as
changes to generous tax
concessions on superan-
nuation contributions.
But a supporter of rais-
ing the GST in Coalition
ranks said that while
“some people are very
nervous” and agreed
there were small govern-
ment and marginal seat
groups opposing a rise,
“now is the time to do
this”.

“With Malcolm Turnbull
having so much politi-
cal capital, he needs to
spend some of it and in-
direct taxes are more ef-
ficient than direct taxes,”
the MP said.

Another supporter of
raising the GST said that
“if not GST, then there
will be no serious tax re-
form”.

“There simply is no ca-
pacity within the budget
for extra spending and
there is no patience in
the electorate for spend-
ing cuts.”

Protecting Victorians From Power-
line-Related Bushfires

Victorians living in the
state’s south-west are being
encouraged to protect their
homes from the risk of bush-
fire by having the overhead
powerline that connects their
property to a roadside power
pole buried underground.
Hundreds of bare-wire pri-
vate overhead powerlines
are being replaced across
the state as part of the Victo-
rian Government’s $200 mil-
lion Powerline Replacement
Fund.

Minister for Energy and Re-
sources Lily D’Ambrosio
announced today that fund-
ing is now available to resi-
dents living in Corangamite,
Moyne and Southern Gram-
pians shires.

Property owners in these
areas with privately owned
bare-wire overhead electric
lines are encouraged to ap-
ply to have the lines on their
properties replaced and bur-
ied undergrounded.

The Government will pay for
replacement works for eligi-
ble owners under the Power-
line Replacement Fund.

The fund is part of the Gov-
ernment’s $150 million 10-
year Powerline Bushfire
Safety Program, which was
developed in response to
the Victorian Bushfires Roy-
al Commission to give Vic-
toria the most bushfire safe
power network in Australia.
To date, 268 replacement
projects have been com-
pleted, with more than 62 ki-
lometres of bare-wire private
powerlines replaced.
Applications are now open
with works expected to be
finished by next summer.
For more information on the
Powerline Bushfire Safety
Program visit: www.energ-
yandresources.vic.gov.aul
powerlines.

Quotes attributable to Minis-
ter for Energy and Resourc-
es Lily D’Ambrosio

“We’re working hard to pro-
tect Victorians from the risk
of bushfire by replacing dan-
gerous powerlines in high
risk areas - and | encour-
age residents to make their
properties safer by applying
for this government assis-
tance.”

“We have already replaced
dangerous overhead power-
lines in 25 areas across the

state and will finish work in
another eight high risk areas
by the end of the year.”

On the other hand The An-
drews Labor Government
is boosting its support for
Group Training Organisa-
tions (GTOs) to give Victo-
ria’s future workforce the
skills they need for the jobs
they want.

Premier Daniel Andrews
and Minister for Training
and Skills Steve Herbert to-
day joined apprentices from
Gforce at Breakwater Kitch-
ens in Geelong to announce
GTOs will share in $9.3 mil-
lion over three years.

This will provide certainty
until 2018 for thousands of
Victorian apprentices and
trainees after the Federal
Liberal Government axed
support for the GTO pro-
gram.

Today’s announcement fol-
lows the $3.1 million the La-
bor Government committed
to GTOs last year to fill the
gap left by the Federal Lib-
erals.

GTOs play a crucial role in
supporting people to devel-
op the skills they need to get
long-lasting and rewarding
jobs. They often help disad-
vantaged apprentices and
trainees in our community.
This money will help support
more than 17,000 apprentic-
es and trainees over the next
three years and play a criti-
cal role in helping them find
regular employment as they
move through their training.
Since coming to govern-
ment, the Federal Liberals
have ripped $2 billion away
from training and skills, cut-
ting support programs for
apprentices and trainees.

As part of building the Edu-
cation State, the Labor Gov-
ernment is committed to
supporting the skills of the
next generation of Victorian
workers through a range of
programs to boost appren-
tices and trainees.

Quotes attributable to Pre-
mier Daniel Andrews
“Apprentices and trainees
are the backbone of Victo-
ria’s training system and
the future of our workforce.
We’re giving them every op-
portunity to get the skills
they need for the jobs they
want.”
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