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Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
Check out our Prices on our Page on
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EASY TRAINING SOLUTIONS
Attain your skills... the EASY way
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
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*Registered Training Organisation
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M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 02 9897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711
Suite 3/ 235 Pitt St, Merrylands NSW 2160
info@easytrainingsolutions.com.au
www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au ]
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Linit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd

Punchbowl NSW 2196 I
Tel : 02 - 9759 3835 J‘J ’M 6\-1.?‘-&4—: ‘ ——
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Fax: 02 - 9759 7428
email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

Apco 20 L Juaiow SR ;
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Primer,Undercoaty $110
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P: 9832 0000 (APCO,
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Dulux Wash & Wear 15L $165 e . - -
Dulux Weathershield 15 L $175 OI®ubd! £19mdlg 9 Rty Gttt 0 530
Finess 20L From $98 LALLS Y yla Wl 4 Litres

Taubmans Endure 15L $165 2 Pack Epoxy

) Pool Paint
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196 $160
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Senior Adrchitect - Engineering Desginer

AA CONCRETE & FORMVVORK

We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit an

expression of interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial, Industrial
Residential and High rise Buildings.
By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services, AA

can supply an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package.
AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for your
formwork and concreting. We can also provide in-house design schemes

specific for each one of your project including engineering for final

certification and approval, where required.
Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing requirements,
from fixed lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management system.
We have implemented a number of practical and targeted initiatives to
ensure the ongoing safety of our employees, sub-contractors and clients.

All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience, and

capability to supply services, ensuring our people are qualified to carry

out your tasks as required, maintaining a safe working environment for all
Pparties concerned thereby being able to deliver your projects on time and on

budget.
PLEASE CALL
SAM 0406551555

or

Michael 0413561164
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PORCELLANATO I

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22/ 24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel- 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard) ’

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! Lo)Sw &5 i & gilidlu 394 giudd¥ld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > LzsdeiSilly Embaill dusl 3o Jlo Soimas il dadll

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly omddighly oailiadl il 8 sdilae aaig (ke 394
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies osibiddl 393 dcgdl (0 wosdis d2)0 Lo o LSy O
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LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO FickesdonalTH ng Equipmeni ADHESIVES - SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

Ba AQUASEAL s

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll ) .l ]
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Shen Yun Heralds
the Beginning of a New Era

EPOCH TIMES

AN JOSE, Calif.—Few
S experiences in life can
claim to touch the very core
of on€’s being. For sisters Lynn
Pentz and Rene Besold, Shen
Yun did just that.

“It speaks to the highest in
us. Here is the heart and the soul
being uplifted in the art. It’s ex-
quisite. Just a magnificent piece
of art,” said Ms. Pentz, wearing a
regal black coat ornately detailed
with a golden Chinese dragon.

Ms. Pentz, who called the
performance “deeply inspiring,”
finally secured the ticket as a
Christmas gift from her sister
Rene, after wanting to see Shen
Yun for years.

“Shen Yun is a beautiful
transformational experience,”
she said. “It’s a cross-cultural
journey into not only Chinese
history and spiritual tradition,

but it’s also an opportunity to
just take a deep breath and have
your soul fed by the highest form
of art ... also just the uplifting of
the music and the beauty of the
dance and the costumes, and the
moving imagery in the back-
ground.”

This is no small praise from
an event producer who was
behind such globally recognized
events as Hands Across America
and Live Aid.

Rene Besold, Ms. Pentz’s
equally vibrant sister and a
former director of human re-
sources and training, echoed the
sentiment.

“With the sights and the
sounds, and the texture and the
color, that incredible orchestra,
and the movement, the flow of
the dancing, and the precision of
everything—you did not see that

From left: Rene Besold, Lynn Pentz

on a flat screen,

you felt it;” Ms.
Besold said.

“It went into

your heart, into your
soul”

“It was deep and pro-
found. It is really a remarkable
experience. It’s an experience, it’s
not a show. I have to say, that’s
probably the finest overall per-
formance in its totality that I've
ever seen, bar none”, she said.

— 66

These dimensions

are real.
-Lynn Pentz

To Lynn Pentz, the divine
worlds depicted in Shen Yun are
not just the stuff of imagination.

“For me it’s real,” she said. “It’s
a fascinating thing, and quite
honestly, I think that the grace
of the divine can take whatever
form you recognize”

As a person with a keen sense
of spirituality, and blessed with
experiences beyond the norm,
Ms. Pentz’s take on the heavenly
realms depicted on stage may be
different from some of her fellow
theatergoers.

“For those whose third eye

\

is open,” she said,

“these dimensions

are real, depicted in actu-

al physical reality. This is not
just some myth. This is not some
theatrical experience”

Many cultures believe in the
ability to see beyond the physical
world.

“It gives people an oppor-
tunity to see the dimensions of
heaven, not just as a symbolic
representation, which most peo-
ple would think, but it’s literally
what people experience with
an open third eye and an open
heart and a connection with the
soul,” Ms. Pentz said.

“This is a real representation
of what real power is ... as you
develop your life force, you
purify and you embody virtues,
and real power comes to you.
Both in terms of consciousness
and in terms of grace, and in
terms of your ability to impact
the physical world. Hopefully, to
uplift it,” she said.

“So inspiring. | think

| may have found some
ideas for the next Avatar
movie.”

— Robert Stromberg, Academy
Award-winning production
designer

“Demonstrating the
highest realm in arts,
Shen Yun inspires the
performing arts world.”
— Chi Cao, lead actor in Mao’s

Last Dancer & principal dancer
with Birmingham Royal Ballet

“l am completely
enchanted.”

— HRH Princess Michael of Kent

A ER R 2016

SHEN YUN

Experience a Divine Culture

ity
ﬂ

%o oY

%”*'ORMNG

ShenYun.com

Presenter: Falun Dafa Association of Australia Inc

ALL-NEW 2016 SHOW
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

A Grand Production Takes You On An Unforgettable Adventure

Sydney Lyric Theatre 8-13 Mar Pirrama Road, Pyrmont NSW
Ticketmaster: 1300 795 267 | ticketmaster.com.au Presenter Ticketing: (02) 8988 5611 | Info@fdnsw.org | webticketcenter.com/sydney (Eng/Ch)

TOOWOOMBA 2 March

Empire Theatre 1300 655 299
empiretheatre.com.au

GOLD COAST 4-5 Mar
The Arts Centre Gold Coast
07 5588 4000

PERTH 30 Jan-6 Feb

The Regal Theatre
ticketek.com.au 1300 795 012

ADELAIDE 9 Feb

Festival Theatre
bass.net.au 1312 46

MELBOURNE 20-24 Feb

State Theatre 1300 182 183
Ticketmaster.com.au

BRISBANE 26-28 Feb

Lyric Theatre
gpac.com.au 136 246




Page 23 Saturday 30 January 2016

2 "néﬁ,m_n"

o

Yorl S g8 ¥ G YY iniua

s

Ol ple Yooyl it o
@ Shpe LeslS Cloipdenu
Aol

LR 4

dans ! s

Eolg aani b lad agag il caly @ik

clpd gl o dasly JYA cu)ljes o€ culighsru
g Hla B calll A0 o9 Jlg .dcluyl aila
oty BLISH HS1 9%y 8 L Gl Jeags ail aljell
Lhd gag ¢ dualall ouSWIl wlge¥l JYA &)lj90 Jlasly
loiS calighors et Allil Loy el go)lgall
8 e diglillg 8 jlucg daaluadl o (B IS un &yl jge
AWEG WY (ale
ilighar gudi el degara (o lsja JlaeYl JSii
alas (A &lee allg algigel lasey aull ki &giks
Tolsy Ebmgall allecl jodl (o sae Laba aalg
02092 (o el «-lLu93A.w-\-” &led s us ;Um)]l
1J93 o i N us@ ol o YE a....9m,.w.ll &l -
e ¥ pualy WY agSl

[SEN oy HoSa ol e Y daigdaall &)l

kel clld e uu)La/)lal o9 YWY juadgs

/G 5eilS 56 ol YV Eughaaall )l

WY o al/Hlaasi Gaalg VWVE

YWE lpd/lalis 598 ol s YA Eaighanll o)l -

il GBI 85 sl

YWY gala/ L1 VN oS ol s Y diglanall gl

pledl Gl o gile/yL1 0 Gl

laiSly &iyleill 639 (A 8,u8 culdWidYl gasi Y adg
r ekl Lla A IS aylise ol Gl 1B dads
139 8l (A lay dligh 858 IS Leguwl lg Lyl
ml,dl o A 6)-“'-'-"-”

0‘59 a8 ,0i 64-” )‘A.wug.o.“ C..ual |.A.nAA.| d).-All ells
Ll e lag9» i JS dauan ...l).ub | Y-y
((d).IA-H ells ‘_,5 (LlLlA O).u.u

d.u..a LA Us c_:)|)9.g ..\5;9 «_Ll..\ L,.IL 3)\..4 Al ..\)9|9

¢ L..._.A Ao Lo.q;.uS ml u}” z_ualg." U'°9 z_u)L..ll lag
[ AN G9ilS g YWY uedgif LI oyt G Iagasig
Avve ol

L A 8 a0 cal @0 g ol iabll BLASSYI miig
ALLSYI lag Ju8 asl Wig clld 509 cuylyge e ad el
Mﬂl@L@....S l)g.o.l ddg, 00 Jlocl «_ILuauS.n,d
&l aagll jelll |..«.u9 AWE ole 0 SlgVI &l
G.n)‘g.n ;nh.«.n MAA‘ ull u)|)9.n ‘_|Lu93.o_wu UA.S?_l
Laay LS dLo-ClS Ly ol Layy & Lladl Lyl glaig
ml).a.ll o ‘_,9 U».A CL"‘ _Mdg
dll dlAacag l}.‘o_l cilsa uL...Ml u.ls dagiSall
«MLO-" ,QL$ U-u-o-"
)b.u.lls )AA-C g.uLn.Il U)A.ll d.LLb ulbgba.g.ll u.nng
d.sbs' -osﬂ‘{u' Lanle e-lku ol Jowdl o 5o
Algl 2 Laiel,8 Gl 54 6 pmngunll GEammgall Al
dosh A Ladl Jeag U;_ll FURRT sl ua)..\ls
«_\)l)g.o dLo&l JS ,QAA-I 6-—\-“ d.|59s «_M)QA o9 V4a\e
ch.CLn u.a.n.g.ll _ALdl ).|| d.u.uS|9 LQ)A.JL E_a)|9.|9
lsighais st gl b Ll gL Ob aljell 13 g
el &S slatisl e daghluall & )|9.|.|| ol

(LJ.C u...sz.:s d.an?.Ll m_:.ls st.:;‘ea U‘ )| J\AS
difen LBASNI m)lgnll &ag) (Slg 8)Se padien
paoeatilly 8 il

; Y 3AY

8 220 (g ]
Al cly sgag s
ZA...LI

C\.LQ).QUA)LQ-\UJA.‘L,QA
Lq.cQ.c«_._.A.._..ll

bl s

¢ P4

g 5)31 :\.I\e lausl

e 3135 el ol

. aalg

WYl ks daons
sl Mladl gl

‘_.Lmllg ‘_‘I;lel
. 91‘9
6Lgd.g ,q.wu

lowsly gla e
Lol Jo5 8 S1is

00000

ooooo




Page 24 Saturday 30 January 2016 _._’l"ﬂ.f_‘z‘ﬁ’_” Yt S e ¥ G Y$ iovua

o & s . & . . o . "'li'l ",: J
O ol 19 (oriad by pged e k> -
| T} LV pyvi {F Head Office Melbourne
reand| 445 (S| Agglatf LG5 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062
o . . Sydney’
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
Adelaide
REESR 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869
' Eade — 3 Perth:

68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs¢t I N Austral’ia"

i

Lt | At (D (FoN I ool Auiiw 9o
Pizza - Pasta - 0239l pgkan Al wpnad| Lgirlua
asdlondly aciod| deus A Lalc 0+

Steak - Seafood 3, ., cesle - hibias - Gasks - (3ia9

v B gl el Bl ¥l HISH

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adlal .. i
VIC 3053 dad LS (g (ol 5 ilor ot 9o guid | ikt 3o
Ph 03 9347 1630 auS el il 3l | ST (w0

Fax 03 9348 1112 g 9g2€ad ‘? dalleudl y3:d mee3

Se.com
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¥/  CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
=¥/ . Registered Migration Agent
N MARN; 1174229

™. FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O lg Cfaleatly dagladet(g 7z 19 ol o putomd g
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
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The World Lebanese Cultural Union State of Victoria (WLCU -
VIC) is inviting females of Lebanese background to participate
in the Miss Lebanese Emigrants 2016 pageant in Melbourne

TO QUALIFY TO ENTER MISS LEBANON EMIGRANT
VICTORIA 2016 YOU MUST:

Be an Australian Citizen or Permanent Resident.

Have at least one parent who is Lebanese

Be aged no less than 18 and not more than 25.

Have a valid passport.

Have never been married.

Have never given birth to a child.

NN Gk W

Have not committed any crime or been involved in any
inappropriate behavior, photographs or films which may cause
embarrassment to both parties if disclosed at a later date.

A festival will be held in Melbourne, where a Queen will be
elected followed by a first and second runner-up.

The Queen will participate in the final event in Lebanon (the
town of Dhour Shweir).

The final ceremony will be held on August 2016 and will be
televised on MTV .

If you are interested in taking part in this magical event, then
please contact Eve - 0433 773 766
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Apple tax disclosure: 2016 will be a defining

moment for ending the multinational tax rort

Apple’s Australian chief Tony King denied at the Senate inquiry
into corporate tax avoidance last year that the company does not
pay its fair share of tax. Photo: Christopher Pearce

Apple CEO Tim Cook. Photo: AP

Imagine the extra cream
left in the jug of the house-
hold budget if we all paid
an income tax rate of one
cent in the dollar.

So how does Apple justify
such a laughably low prof-
it margin in Australia?
Holidays on luxury yachts
would no longer be the
preserve of rap stars, in-
vestment bankers and the
founders of Silicon Valley
start-ups.

Chief executives and their
advisers will tell you that
understanding a multi-
national company’s tax
bill is far too complex for
mere mortals.

It is not. And the numbers
don’t lie.

Apple’s offering to the
Australian tax man in
2015 was $85 million. In
the same year, the com-
pany notched local sales
of $8 billion. Of course,
company tax is paid on
profit not sales. Apple
announced an Australian
profit on those $8 billion
of sales of just $123 mil-
lion.

If you believe that is Ap-
ple’s actual profit margin
on products sold in Aus-
tralia, step this way and

start queuing for the iP-
hone 1. It washes the dish-
es and walks the dog and |
can get you one cheap.
On Wednesday morn-
ing, Apple released its
global profit statement. It
was a far more plausible
$US18.4 billion net profit
on sales of $US15.9 bil-
lion.

So how does Apple justify
such a laughably low prof-
it margin in Australia?
With the same excuse
used by all the big multi-
national companies, from
its rival Google to the big
pharmaceutical  groups
and the oil and gas gi-
ants: related party trans-
actions.

These can include loans
from a separate division
of the company based in a
low-tax country that come
with punishing interest
rates. They can also be
steeply-priced intellectual
property charges that the
Australian arm is asked to
pay another division.

In Apple’s and Google’s
cases the process has
been referred to as the
“double Irish Dutch sand-
wich” but, whatever the
means, the end result is a

flow of funds out of Aus-
tralia, severely limiting the
profit that is left behind to
be taxed. It is not rocket
science.

The next 12 months will
be the defining moment in
forcing multinationals to
at last pay a fair share in
Australia.

The Coalition’s multina-
tional tax-avoidance law
took effect on January 1
and will target 1000 com-
panies with global sales
of $1 billion or more.
Under the law, companies
can be slapped with dou-
ble tax, plus interest, if
found to be illegally shift-
ing profits offshore.

The carrot effect in en-
couraging companies to
sit down and negotiate
a more reasonable tax
contribution is already
working, according to Tax
Commissioner Chris Jor-
dan.

In Britain, the first OECD
country to introduce a di-
verted profits law, Google
this week offered $265
million in back-taxes as a
token contribution to sig-
nify its acceptance of the
new playing field there.
But if anyone thinks all
1000 multinationals will
meekly start paying 30¢ in
the dollar, you might also
want to buy my iPhone 1.
Even after their humiliat-
ing grilling by the Senate’s
tax avoidance committee,
the tech companies have
maintained their implau-
sibly low profit margins in
Australia this year.

Those companies are
known for the kind of agil-
ity lauded by Malcolm
Turnbull.

Unfortunately, it is their
agile approach to tax min-
imisation that is putting
pressure on the Prime
Minister’s budget bottom
line and making it more
likely we will all be paying
a higher GST on every-
thing - including the next
model of iPhone.

Jamie Briggs says he paid ‘heavy price’ for Hong
Kong incident

Frontbencher Jamie Briggs said work took him away from home
165 nights last year. Photo: Andrew Meares

Mr Briggs, pictured the day after Tony Abbott lost the prime min-
istership, injured his knee at a party hosted by the former leader
on the night he was dumped as PM. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Only one thing is cer-
tain about the mystery
night out that cost Ja-
mie Briggs his portfolio,
it wasn’t what he was in
Hong Kong to do. Cour-
tesy ABC News 24.
Former minister Ja-
mie Briggs says he has
paid a heavy price for
the Hong Kong incident
that saw him resign from
the ministry and has ex-
pressed regret over his
consumption of alcohol
to deal with the stress of
work.

Mr Briggs, forced to re-
sign in December after
a female public servant
complained about
appropriate behaviour,
said he needed to learn
from his mistakes.

“l shouldn’t have been
in that situation, | should
have been more careful,
I should have been more
disciplined,” he told lo-
cal Adelaide Hills news-
paper The Courier.

The Department of For-
eign Affairs and Trade
staffer at the centre of the
controversy complained
that, on a night out dur-
ing an official visit in No-

in-

vember, he told her she
had “piercing eyes” and
kissed her on the neck,
although Mr Briggs said
it was her cheek.

A photo of the public
servant later ended up
in newspapers, as well
some of her private
details and text mes-
sages exchanged with
Mr Briggs’ chief of staff
Stuart Ayres.

Mr Briggs admitted to
sharing the photo with
colleagues but denied
giving it to the media.
“m not going to get
into whether the error
was significant or not
because, in the end, the
judgment of the Prime
Minister was that it was
an error which breached
the high standards of
ministers.”

Mr Briggs said he had
no choice but to resign
as Minister for Cities and
the Built Environment
and that there’s “not re-
ally a small price” to pay
for mistakes in politics.
“I needed to resign be-
cause it’'s a very privi-
leged position to be a
minister in a Common-

wealth government and
I need to learn from the
error that I made.”

The former minister said
he had a work-related
problem with alcohol.

“I think I've got to con-
sider some of my behav-
iours and some of the
choices I've made, par-
ticularly when I've been
travelling.

“I was away 165 nights
last year. | flew 150-odd
times and I've found it
really difficult.

“l probably too often
used alcohol as a way to
deal with that [pace and
intensity of travel and
work] so I think in that
sense, that’s probably
part of the reason for the
decision.”

Mr Briggs famously in-
jured his knee at a party
hosted by Tony Abbott
on the night he was
dumped as prime minis-
ter in September.

While originally saying
he injured it running, he
later admitted that he
“went to tackle [Mr Ab-
bott], I ran at him and
missed, and the rest is
history”.

Mr Briggs’ wife Es-
tee also spoke with The
Courier, saying she was
frustrated by the con-
troversy  surrounding
the Hong Kong incident,
insisting that they had
a strong, happy family
and marriage.

Mr Briggs - who has
said he will recontest his
seat of Mayo - also com-
plained that some of the
media commentary was
“ridiculously over the
top”.

He was almost dumped
from the ministry in Sep-
tember after Mr Turn-
bull’s cabinet reshuffle,
where he was handed
the Cities and Built En-
vironment portfolio. He
was previously the As-
sistant Minister for Infra-
structure and Regional
Development.
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Same-sex marriage threatens Coalition unity

|

Senator Cory Bernardi will vote against same-sex marriage no matter
what the Australian public says. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Warren Entsch describes the Abetz and Bernardi stance as ‘extraordi-
nary’ and ‘bizarre’. Photo: Andrew Meares

Same-sex marriage re-
form advocates within
the Turnbull government
have reacted angrily to
the plans of some hard-
line conservatives to vote
“no change” in Parliament
even if a future plebiscite
votes “yes”.
Arrangements the
plebiscite  are  being
worked through with a
view to a final set of op-
tions within weeks.
Opponents, including Ab-
bott loyalist Eric Abetz
and conservative strong-
man Cory Bernardi, have
begun speaking out, de-
claring they will not back
the change, regardless of
public opinion. One MP
said he expected others
would also vote against
reform, “come  what
may”.
The move represents a
direct challenge to the au-
thority of Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull, who
has publicly stated that
the decision of voters, in
a yet-to-be-finalised pleb-
iscite, would be reflected
absolutely by the govern-
ment and the Parliament.
Senator Abetz has said
he would not necessar-

for

ily vote with the majority
while Senator Bernardi
revealed he would defi-
nitely not vote in favour
of same-sex marriage,
regardless of the public’s
verdict.

Liberal National MP War-
ren Entsch, a leading
advocate of same-sex
marriage, slammed his
colleagues’ stance as
“bizarre” and “extraordi-
nary”. He pointed out that
Senator Abetz had been a
part of the very (Abbott)
cabinet that had set the
plebiscite timetable, in
order to forestall a faster
parliamentary vote, and
that he had expressed no
complaints.

He said the Tasmanian
backbencher would get
the same opportunity to
vote against marriage
equality as everyone else:
“in the plebiscite”.

A national vote on wheth-
er to legalise same-sex
marriage after the next
election, is expected to
cost about $160 million.
Government sources
confirmed the “mechan-
ics” of the plebiscite, in-
cluding its timing, and the
question to be put, could

go to Cabinet as early as
February or March. Mr
Entsch also dismissed
fears on the party’s right,
that the pro-change ad-
vocates were hijacking
the process, arguing any
formula would be taken to
the party room first.

Mr Turnbull told Parlia-
ment last year that “the
consequence of a ‘yes’
vote in the plebiscite will
be that same-sex mar-
riage will be legal in Aus-
tralia”.

“When the Australian
people make their deci-
sion, that decision will
stick,” he said in October.
“It will be decisive. It will
be respected by this gov-
ernment and by this Par-
liament and this nation.”
But Senator Bernardi told
Fairfax Media on Wednes-
day: “Even if the public
voted for [same-sex mar-
riage], | wouldn’t vote for
it.

“It goes against what | be-
lieve in. This is a substan-
tial issue and, in the an-
nals of public policy, you
want to be on the record
about your views.”
Senator Bernardi said he
still expected Parliament
would “respect the views
of the Australian people”
because not all parlia-
mentarians were as pas-
sionate about the issue
as he and they would be
guided by the plebiscite
result.

Senator Abetz, a leading
opponent of same-sex
marriage, earlier said he
would reserve his judg-
ment following the plebi-
scite result.

When asked about Sena-
tor Abetz’s comments, Mr
Entsch told Fairfax Media:
“Given he was part of the
decision-making process
[on a plebiscite], I find it
rather extraordinary.

“It makes you wonder
why we would spend mil-
lions of dollars on a plebi-
scite if you’re not going to
respect the result. I find it

rather bizarre.

“If people make a deci-
sion either way we should
respect that.

“It will be a very brave
individual - either in the
House of Representatives
or the Senate - who seeks
to challenge the views of
the Australian people.”
Senator Abetz’s com-
ments come as Mr Abbott
prepares to address US
anti-gay marriage group,
the Alliance Defending
Freedom, in New York.

Mr Turnbull has defended
his right to speak at the
event, saying there were
“fellow members of the
Coalition who have differ-
ent views, and they are . . .
entitled to express them”.
Mr Entsch has been work-
ing on the wording for a
plebiscite question with
Attorney-General George
Brandis to be presented
to the Coalition party
room early this year.
Coalition frontbencher
Steve Ciobo said it would
be “passing strange” for
politicians to defy the will
of the Australian people.
“I think any politician,
any member of Parlia-
ment, would have to think
twice about snubbing
their nose at the views of
Australians,” he told Sky
News on Wednesday.
Another conservative Lib-
eral MP said he would ex-
pect many Coalition MPs,
including himself, who
oppose same-sex mar-
riage to abstain from a
vote if a plebiscite proved
successful. This would
respect the public’s ver-
dict while not forcing MPs
to vote against their con-
science, he said.

The MP, who asked not
to be named, said he was
concerned about the pro-
cess leading up to a plebi-
scite.

“I hope this isn’t just
something being cooked
up by Warren Entsch and
George Brandis,” he said.
“There needs to be broad

consultation.”

Mr Entsch said “many col-
leagues” may have voted
“no” last year but agreed
to the compromise put
forward by Mr Abbott. He
said Mr Turnbull was do-
ing no more or less than
honouring that commit-
ment.

Shadow attorney-general
Mark Dreyfus said: “Eric
Abetz has let the cat out
of the bag, admitting the
Liberals are not planning
to take any notice of the
expressed will of the Aus-
tralian people. This absurd
notion makes a complete
joke of our democratic
process and renders a
$160 million national pleb-
iscite totally pointless.”
Other opponents of same-
sex marriage have previ-
ously vowed to vote ac-
cording to the plebiscite.

“Certainly I, as somebody
who has advocated for all
Australians to have a say,
clearly I'll be bound by
what all Australians have
to say,” Liberal sena-
tor Concetta Fierravanti-
Wells said last year.

“I don’t believe that the
majority view will support
[change], but if that’s not
the case then, of course, |
would support that.”
Cabinet Secretary Ar-
thur Sinodinos appeared
to add to the confusion
telling Sky News initially
that MPs “owe” it to vot-
ers to respect their will
if they express one, but
later stating: “My view on
that is if you as a parlia-
mentarian very strongly
feel you can’t vote for
something based on your
conscience, in the Liberal
Party we respect that.”

Barnett rejects Com-
mSec view of WA

Premier Colin Barnett re-
fuses to be rattled after
the CommSec State of
the States report ranked
Western Australia’s
economy fifth in the na-
tion.

The report, released on
Wednesday, shows WA’s
economy is only out-
performing Queensland,
South Australia and Tas-
mania.

Mr Barnett said WA was
coming from a high with
the mining industry now
slowing down and, while
it was a difficult time,
there was no sense of
panic.

He said the state’s econ-
omy was resilient and
had been the strongest
of all the states over the
past several years.
“When there’s a cyclical
swing you get a super
swing here,” Mr Barnett
told reporters.

“I don’t get rattled by

day-to-day reports by
various analysts.

“I've been following the
West Australian econ-
omy since | was in my
20s.

“I think | know it prob-
ably better than most
people and | have confi-
dence in the structure of
our economy.”

But shadow treasurer Ben
Wyatt said the Barnett
government had driven
the state’s finances into a
ditch and the State of the
States assessment of WA
had been on a one-way
trajectory for some time.

“This is not a govern-
ment that has a plan,” he
told reporters.

“They’re simply hoping
for the very best that
somehow oil or iron ore
or something will
crease in its price.”

Originally published as
Barnett rejects Com-
mSec view of WA

in-
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Malcolm Turnbull weighs into debate on Tony Abbott’s controversial
speech as his sister Christine Forster is disappointed

Controversial views ... Former PM Tony Abbott is flying to the US to
speak for an ultraconservative group. Picture: AAPI/Lukas Coch

TONY Abbotit’s plans to
address an anti-gay group
in the US continue to di-
vide opinion.

The former Liberal leader
will speak at a function in
New York run by the Alli-
ance Defending Freedom,
a conservative Christian
lobby group that opposes
homosexuality and abor-
tion.

Minister for International
Development and the Pa-
cific Steve Ciobo said Mr
Abbott was entitled to
freedom of expression.
“As a member of parlia-
ment, Tony Abbott, clear-
ly a thought leader and
someone who has been
engaged in the conserva-
tive side of politics for a
long time, has taken a view
that he wants to speak at
this group and that’s fine,”
he told Sky.

“I think it’s important that
Australians recognise that
even if we don’t agree with
someone’s point of view,
for me it might be some-
one who is speaking at
a Greens rally, | may not
agree with their point of
view, but I'm not going to
try to silence them.

“m not going to shut
them down. If they want to
go out there and have that
particular  point-of-view
and express that point-of-
view to particular people
well so be it.

“I actually think that free-
dom of expression, the
ability to talk about issues,
irrespective of whether
you support them or don’t
support them, | actually

think that’s a good thing.”
Shadow Communications
Minister Jason Clare Mr
Abbott could “do whatev-
er he likes”.

“I know it’s not traffic is-
sues in Warringah, but
if he wants to go over-
seas and speak to groups
about his views then he
can certainly do that,” he
told Sky.

“Let me say something
positive about Tony Ab-
bott. At least he’s got the
courage of his convic-
tions.

“A bit like John Howard,
love him or loathe him,
at least you know where
Tony Abbott stands.

“He did stupid things as
Prime Minister, like Knight
Prince Phillip, but it
shouldn’t have surprised
any of us given his long
held views about the Mon-
archy.”

In an interview with The
Project last night, Prime
Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull said Mr Abboit was
entitled to speak to such
audiences.

“He does have fairly a
conservative position on
issues like that, so he
probably would find he’s
talking to people with
similar views, perhaps,”
Mr Turnbull told Network
Ten’s The Project.

“He is entitled to speak
to such audiences as he
wishes.”

When co-host Waleed
Aly called on Mr Turnbull
asked him about how he
felt about one of his back-
benchers talking to such

a group, he said many
Australians would be
“disappointed” to hear Mr
Turnbull say he was fine
with Mr Abbott making
a speech to a group that
doesn’t support equality.
Mr Turnbull challenged
Aly, saying: “Well, you
see, what you are asking
me to do is to censor Tony
Abbott.”

Aly then replied: “No, I'm
just asking for your posi-
tion to be more in line with
what you just said.”

Mr Turnbull went on to
say: “There are people in
the parliament, colleagues,
fellow members of the co-
alition, who have different
views and they are entitled
to express them - and I re-
spect their right to do so,
just as they would respect
my right to disagree with
them.”

He also wished Mr Abbott
“all the best” after an-
nouncing he will renomi-
nate for the seat of Warrin-
gah at the next election.
Mr Abbott’s sister said she
was “disappointed” over
his plans to address an
anti-gay group in the US.
Christine Forster, Mr Ab-
bott’s youngest sister
and a prominent same-
sex marriage campaigner,
told Fairfax Media she was
“surprised” the former
PM was addressing the
group.

“On the face of it, and
without knowing what he
is going there to say, it is
disappointing,” she said.
“It doesn’t sit with my
understanding of how he
views the world, so, yes, |
was surprised. | don’t be-
lieve Tony is in any way
winding back rights for
the gay community but |
was surprised to hear he
was going.”

Australian Marriage Equal-
ity spokesman Rodney
Croome called on Mr Ab-
bott to “remind” the Alli-
ance Defending Freedom
that Australians valued
“inclusion, tolerance and
equality for all”.

“Mr Abbott has every right
to address whichever
groups he wants to but |
am disappointed that he’s
associating with a group
that is in turn so closely
associated with discrimi-
nation against gay peo-
ple,” he said.

“And when he speaks to
them I hope he tells them
that Australia is a country
that is inclusive and where
discrimination isn’t toler-
ated.”

Oppoistion Leader Leader
Bill Shorten said he feared
most influential members
of the Liberal Party share
Tony Abbott’s views.
Speaking from an Aus-
tralia Day event in Mel-
bourne, Mr Shorten said
the decision to speak at
the event was “up to Tony
Abbott”.

But the Labor leader said
he worried the former
prime minister’s views
were widely held in the
Liberal Party.

“Some of the people that
he’s going to speak at,
some of those people,
have been associated
with the worst excesses
of the far religious right in
America; everything from
their trenchant and radical
opposition to the right to
choose, right through to
people talking about crim-
inalising homosexuality,”
he said.

“What Mr Abbott does is
up to him, but he’s the for-
mer Liberal Prime Minister
of Australia.

“What worries me is that
his views are commonly
held within the right-wing
of the Liberal Party.

“The real problem is who’s
pulling the strings in the
Liberal Party?

“I am greatly concerned
that (Prime Minister) Mal-
colm Turnbull may be the
presentable frontman of
the Liberal Party, but the
people pulling the strings,
their views are identical to
Tony Abbott’s and that’s
not good for Australia’s
future.”

QIld MP backtracks on Labor quit threat

A disgruntled Queensland
politician who could have
brought down the state’s
minority government by
leaving the ruling Labor
party has backtracked from
a string of threats he made
to quit.

Cairns MP Rob Pyne this
week quit the left faction
before indicating he’d con-
sider leaving the Labor par-
ty if he wasn’t allowed more
of a say in issues affecting
his electorate.

The move would have dev-
astating ramifications for
the Palaszczuk government,
which would be reduced to
42 seats in the state’s 89-
seat parliament - the same
number as the Liberal Na-
tional Party opposition.

But Mr Pyne said on
Wednesday afternoon that
he was “feeling much more
confident today” about
staying in the party, partic-
ularly after Treasurer Curtis
Pitt reaffirmed a commit-
ment to tackle high youth
unemployment in Cairns.
He also backtracked from
comments that he would
consider voting against the
government, particularly on
controversial lockout laws
he has criticised for being
potentially damaging to his
tourism-focused electorate.
“No, that’s not my inten-
tion,” Mr Pyne told Bris-
bane’s 4BC Radio.

“My intention is to go down
to Brisbane in the party
room and advocate on
these issues and hopefully
get a good result.”

He said he was yet to hear
directly from Premier An-
nastacia Palaszczuk to
discuss his grievances af-
ter she told reporters on
Wednesday morning she
was “more than happy to
give Rob a call this after-
noon”.

Ms Palaszczuk said she

didn’t call him earlier be-
cause Mr Pyne had made it
clear he was going to stay
in the party and it wasn’t a
priority.

“So I'm sorry, |1 don’t un-
derstand what the problem
is,” she said on Wednesday
morning.

That’s despite Mr Pyne
earlier this week saying he
“certainly would consider”
leaving Labor, having al-
ready quit the party’s left
faction.

When asked on Wednes-
day whether she was con-
cerned Mr Pyne might leave
Labor, the premier replied:
“No, not at all”.

Katter’'s Australian Party
state leader Rob Katter
suggested he had opened
the way for a possible de-
fection after holding talks
with Mr Pyne late last year.
“I have spoken with him,
as | have with other MPs
from both sides, about tak-
ing positions on issues that
would contrast heavily with
their party position,” he
told The Australian.

“Those discussions cer-
tainly by their nature could
end up being the start of
the pathway of leaving the
party.”

Opposition Leader Law-
rence Springborg said the
issue was the latest in a
string of internal dramas
dogging Labor since it took
office 11 months ago, in-
cluding controversies sur-
rounding former Labor MP
Billy Gordon and former
minister Jo-Ann Miller.
“They are just completely
focused on their own is-
sues,” said Mr Springboryg,
who added Queensland
was hurting because the
premier was “frozen” by in-
decision.

Originally published as Qld
MP backtracks on Labor
quit threat
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Woolworths slugged with $11m plus in dam-
ages after losing Masters case

A landowner has won his
battle against Woolworths
for abandoning its lease
over a Masters store in
the regional Victorian city
of Bendigo, delivering an
$11 million-plus blow to
the retail giant.

The Supreme Court of Vic-
toria found Woolworths
had failed to act in good
faith with private prop-
erty developer North East
Solution after it ditched a
deal with the company to
chase a lease on another
site in Bendigo being pur-
sued by rival hardware
chain Bunnings.

The victory for Brendan
Blake, who was represent-
ed by Tisher Liner FC Law,
leaves a red face on Wool-
worths’ outgoing chief
executive Grant O’Brien,
who was closely involved
in the deal.

It also marks another
nail in the coffin of Wool-
worths’ disastrous foray
into the home improve-
ment sector. Ten days
ago, Woolworths said it
had decided to exit from
its Masters joint venture
with US hardware giant
Lowe’s.

“l have found that, on the
evidence, Masters and
Woolworths did not act
reasonably and in good
faith to resolve relevant
differences that arose,
and that they terminated
the relevant agreement for
reasons that that agree-
ment did not allow,” Judge
Clyde Croft said.

“Masters and Woolworths
terminated the relevant
agreement because the
construction costs ex-
ceeded an undisclosed
budget and because they
wanted to pursue an al-

ternative site in Bendigo,”
Justice Croft added.
Justice Croft awarded Mr
Blake $10.8715 million in
damages plus interest
meaning the final bill to
Woolworths will exceed
$11 million given that the
deal was signed in 2009.
The damages are roughly
equivalent to the cost of
the lease on the property
for a 12-year period.
During the case, the court
heard another land owner
in the Bendigo CBD be-
ing courted by Bunnings
had corresponded with Mr
O’Brien using the secret
email name of ‘Harrywild’
after his family dog, who
the court heard could be a
bit wild.

The court case also high-
lighted the lengths Wool-
worths managementwould
go to compete with its ri-
val Bunnings. On learning
of Bunnings interest in the
CBD site, Mr O’Brien told
Woolworths head of hard-
ware property Richard
Champion the company
must beat Bunnings to the
alternative site.

“I will provide whatever is
needed to make this hap-
pen,” Mr O’Brien said to Mr
Champion by email. “Even
if we expose ourselves to
the cost of the unknowns |
don’t want us waiting.”

Mr O’Brien was at the time
head of Woolworths’ hard-
ware division.

The beleaguered CEO an-
nounced his retirement in
July last year, but will stay
on til mid-way through
this year to obtain his re-
tirement benefits.

The matter has been ad-
journed for both legal
teams to review Justice
Croft’s reasons.

Labor commits to fully funding Gonski as

part of election year education reform plan

T

Public education advocates have been pushing for the major parties to

fully fund the Gonski reforms. Photo: Adam McLean

Labor will pump $4.5 billion
into the nation’s schools
by fully funding the Gon-
ski funding agreements it
struck when last in office,
Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten will say today in
his first election-year poli-
cy announcement.

With Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull soaring in
the polls, Labor is attempt-
ing to shift the focus to ed-
ucation - one of the party’s
traditional strengths.

When the Coalition came
to power in 2013 jt an-
nounced it would only
fund the first four years
of Labor’s six-year school
funding deals. State gov-
ernments have lobbied
hard against the reduction
given the biggest increas-
es in spending, around two
thirds, were contained in
years five and six.

Mr Shorten will announce
on Thursday that Labor will
honour the full six years of
funding deals with NSW,
Victoria, the ACT, South
Australia and Tasmania -
giving the states funding
certainty until 2020.

The policy is expected to
cost an extra $4.5 billion
over school years 2018
and 2019, with the total
package expected to cost
$31.3 billion over the de-
cade.

Agreements with the other
states which did not sign
on to Gonski would be
negotiated if Labor wins
government, a spokesman
said.

Labor will also reverse $30
billion in planned reduc-
tions in school funding
over a decade by not link-
ing indexation to inflation.
Labor will also provide
$320 million in additional
funding for students with

disability for three years
from 20171 while work-
ing with the states to fully
implement a new disability
loading.

The spending will be paid
for through previously-
announced increases in
tobacco excise, tightening
superannuation  conces-
sions, a crackdown on mul-
tinational tax avoidance,
ditching the direct action
climate policy and scrap-
ping a new $1000 baby
bonus for couples with a
stay-at-home parent.

By 2020, Labor wants to
have 95 per cent of stu-
dents completing Year 12
and by 2025, the party
wants to return Australia
to the top five countries
in reading, maths and sci-
ence.

“Australian schooling is
going backwards interna-
tionally and this presents
an immense threat to Aus-
tralia’s future economic
and social prosperity,” Mr
Shorten said.

“Talk about innovation
without a commitment to
quality education is just
talk.

“As most mothers do, my
mum drummed in the im-
portance of education into
me from a very young age.
“Every Australian child
should have the same
chance of succeeding at
school as any other child
in the country — no mat-
ter what their background,
no matter where they live,
and no matter what type of

school they go to.”
Former education min-
ister Christopher Pyne

said Labor had left the
school funding system in a
“shambles” when it came
to office and the govern-
ment had delivered a na-

tional model by providing
$1.2 billion to Queensland,
Western Australia and the
Northern Territory.

His successor, Simon
Birmingham, told Fairfax
Media recently the gov-
ernment will seek to nego-
tiate new funding agree-
ments with the states
from 2018.

“I don’t see much benefit
for anyone if we dedicate
two more years of funding
just to create more uncer-

tainty down the track,”
Senator Birmingham said.
“The previous [Labor]
government’s approach
showed great largesse in
tipping additional funding
into the system, but they
created a complicated
model that lacks fairness
and transparency.

“I want a school funding
system that is genuinely
needs-based and is tar-
geting the money where
it’'s most required.”

Victoria The Fastest Growing Econ-

omy In The Nation

Victoria has the fastest
annual economic growth
rate in the nation, accord-
ing to the latest CommSec
State of the States Report,
released today.

Victoria’s economic
growth is up 3.4 per cent
on a year ago, as well as
rating strongly on popu-
lation growth, housing fi-
nance, dwelling starts and
retail trade.

This is consistent with the
continued return of con-
fidence to the Victorian
economy, which has cre-
ated 79,000 new jobs - al-
most 48,000 of which are
full time jobs - since the
Andrews Labor Govern-
ment was elected.

In that time, Victoria’s un-
employment rate has also
fallen to 5.9 per cent, down
from the 6.9% experienced
under the Liberal Govern-
ment.

Each quarter CommSec
examines the performance
of the states against eight
key indicators: economic
growth; retail spending;
equipment  investment,
unemployment, construc-
tion work done; population
growth; housing finance
and dwelling commence-
ments.

Quotes attributable to Act-
ing Treasurer, Gavin Jen-
nings

“Victoria now has the
fastest annual economic
growth rate in the nation,
with confidence return-
ing and almost 48,000
new full time jobs created
since the Andrews Labor
Government was elected.”
“This is a far cry from
the experience under the

Liberal Government that
brought the economy to
a halt, and only created
16,000 full time jobs in
four inertia-riddled years.”
“We promised that we’d
get Victoria moving again,
and strong economic
growth, population growth
and retail spending show
that we are delivering on
that commitment.”

On the other hand Nearly
one million Victorian stu-
dents returning to school
today are set to benefit
from the Andrews Labor
Government’s Education
State reforms, including
a $566 million — or 10
per cent — boost to equity
funding over four years.
Visiting Lynbrook Primary
School today, Minister for
Education James Merlino
and Member for Cran-
bourne Jude Perera met
some of the state’s new-
est students to hand out
Crumpler library bags,
provided to all preps start-
ing at state government
schools in 2016.

Some 160 preps will be-
gin at Lynbrook Primary
in 2016, including four
sets of twins who have
joined the school’s 980
students.

Taking our education sys-
tem from good to great,
the Education State re-
forms began with a record
investment in education
and skills of almost $4
billion under the 2015-16
State Budget.

Lynbrook Primary will re-
ceive $302,237 in equity
funding in 2016, an in-
crease of $110,919 com-
pared to 2015.
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