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Master License No: 409566317

Are you fed up with your current

promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for

change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that

they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.

Every IPS Security employee contributes to our

continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for

excellence.

IPS Security requires gualified applicants for a variety of

positions all ocwer the Melbourme Metropaolitan area. To be

suitable to join cur team you must

= Hold afirst Aid certificate
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty

? Broken

1tv

)

&
G

TTREY 23

IPS (lad
@ Security
(o
el S
on (SSlyle

hsig ledd
We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit an - J _5 H

Speak fluent English

expression of interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial, Industrial

Residential and High rise Buildings. - Have excellent FFE'EI'I‘tE.tIﬂI'I h’i“ h‘ﬁ*

By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services, AA -

can supply an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package. ™ Be relighble » I

AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for your . . - . M hu
- S - We have the following security posifions available; S #

formwork and concreting. We can also provide in-house design schemes

specific for each one of your project including engineering for final {E § I -i ilt

certification and approval, where required.

Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing requirements, - RSA cerificate

from fixed lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management system. = Avagilable T dﬂ?"-i"r"ﬂhh

We have implemented a number of practical and targeted initiatives to SBtatic FHEi'liﬂl'l’E- * $ *

Patrol positions
We hawe full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Mo recruitment co ies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fao: 1300 572 627
Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com_au

ensure the ongoing safety of our employees, sub-contractors and clients.
All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience, and
capability to supply services, ensuring our people are qualified to carry

Adgdige b
- Jaall b By
Jolald! i Buuarg

-

out your tasks as required, maintaining a safe working environment for all
parties concerned thereby being able to deliver your projects on time and on
budget.

PLEASE CALL

SAM 0406551555

Or

Michael 0413561164

—
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Australia Phone Gards
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We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-Oéi)g-i-ll-! me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Free measure and quote

&= fast
S Blinds sl o Sl asead
- ! ok gkl

*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

Al § Park NSW 2143
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0l e yuad b o ghaal
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BG Lic: 185750C

Glass & Glazing ;
For all your glazing needs

il Jilbald Z> 3l S s ( @SS il
il s> doylond!
*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
D b @l Dilgrle * bl pe
oLl QLS a0 ol - duaibne 8 sy
0408 888 777 sk = Juasdl
0404 015 551

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 : Ly mu) fheaif

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au
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124 Highland Ave
Yagoona NSW 2199

| Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042

J

artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director

0410 606 786

arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
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PORCELLANATO I

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22/ 24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel- 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard) ’

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! Lo)Sw &5 i & gilidlu 394 giudd¥ld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > LzsdeiSilly Embaill dusl 3o Jlo Soimas il dadll

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly omddighly oailiadl il 8 sdilae aaig (ke 394
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies osibiddl 393 dcgdl (0 wosdis d2)0 Lo o LSy O
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadluy ol g iy

lgie SIS HUL| ygulaly Juadly Jalais
LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO FickesdonalTH ng Equipmeni ADHESIVES - SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

Ba AQUASEAL s

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll ) .l ]

And rr?uch much more iploatl Sl
(Showroom) yaydl dlua
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° Davco ’ “..).g.h.ﬂ
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358 Guildford Road, Guildford NSW 2161

Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -
michael.k@nationalre.com.au

KLRHD TYHER:

/> TYRES EXCEL *

RING FOR A GREAT PRICE ON ALL
MAJOR TYRE BRANDS

EURL IRV KR

*Conditions apply. Must present coupon. Exp|res 07/11/14

BFGoodrich ~ ===  [INNGESTONE — >DUNLOF

Llowe 5ok Ooame
RONT & BACK, FREE FITTING,
FREE BALANCING & VALVES

udlgaigg"”hm

FReEL

I ! .-_)m"'" P: 9637 7445

1 F: 9760 0317

453 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands email: sales@tyresexcel.com
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¥/  CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
=¥/ . Registered Migration Agent
N MARN; 1174229

™. FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O lg Cfaleatly dagladet(g 7z 19 ol o putomd g
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@8 o oke Jhaidh

3 nel B i ka5 gl Olan o b b @S | e
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The World Lebanese Cultural Union State of Victoria (WLCU -
VIC) is inviting females of Lebanese background to participate
in the Miss Lebanese Emigrants 2016 pageant in Melbourne

TO QUALIFY TO ENTER MISS LEBANON EMIGRANT
VICTORIA 2016 YOU MUST:

Be an Australian Citizen or Permanent Resident.

Have at least one parent who is Lebanese

Be aged no less than 18 and not more than 25.

Have a valid passport.

Have never been married.

Have never given birth to a child.

NN Gk W

Have not committed any crime or been involved in any
inappropriate behavior, photographs or films which may cause
embarrassment to both parties if disclosed at a later date.

A festival will be held in Melbourne, where a Queen will be
elected followed by a first and second runner-up.

The Queen will participate in the final event in Lebanon (the
town of Dhour Shweir).

The final ceremony will be held on August 2016 and will be
televised on MTV .

If you are interested in taking part in this magical event, then
please contact Eve - 0433 773 766
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Clive Palmer’s political career on the brink after busi-
ness meltdown
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“Brmgmg Penple Together”

Happier times: Clive Palmer with Ricky Muir and senators from his party who were elected in 2013.

Photo: Rob Homer

Clive Palmer’s political future remains unclear. Photo: Alex EI-
linghausen

Clive Palmer’s election
prospects are in freefall
alongside his slumping
nickel business, accord-
ing to experienced politi-
cal pundits.

ABC election guru Antony
Green believes the Palmer
United Party’s vote at the
next federal election will
all but “disappear” while
minor parties powerbro-
ker Glenn Druery said PUP
would currently attract no
more than 2 per cent of the
primary vote, with its only
chance of success a sin-
gle Senate seat in either
Queensland or Western
Australia.

Mr Green said the strife at
Mr Palmer’s Townsville-
based Queensland Nickel
refinery, which was placed
in administration on Mon-
day after sacking 237
workers on Friday, has
been the biggest blow so
far to the shrinking PUP.
The high point for the par-
ty was taking nearly 10 per
cent of the primary Senate
vote in Queensland at the
2013 election and more
than 12 per cent in the WA

rerun in 2014 — both after
big-spending campaigns
backed by Mr Palmer’s
business interests.

“I would guess that that
vote has just disappeared,”
said Mr Green.

“The combination of his
business problems and
his inability to hold on to
senators [Jacqui Lambie
and Glen Lazarus, who
both defected from PUP]
suggests the party is a
one-hit wonder.

“The biggest damage has
been from the business
side of things. The com-
pany has gone belly up
but he has been making all
these donations from the
company to PUP.”
Queensland Nickel reg-
istered a donation of
$290,000 fo PUP on De-
cember 31 and gave $15.2
million and $5.9 million in
the 2013-14 and 2014-15
financial years, respec-
tively.

In the months after the
2013 Coalition election
win, Mr Palmer was per-
haps the most powerful
political figure in Australia

after then Prime Minister
Tony Abbott, with his bloc
of three crossbench votes
critical to the passage of
any government bill op-
posed by Labor and the
Greens.

But Mr Green said Mr
Palmer was very unlikely
to even retain his own
seat of Fairfax on the Sun-
shine Coast if he stands
again and the party’s only
chance of success would
be if the PUP leader ran for
a Senate seat in Queen-
sland.

In August, Fairfax Media
revealed Mr Palmer was
weighing up a switch to
the Senate after mov-
ing to lock in a power-
ful preference swap deal
with crossbenchers David
Leyonhjelm of the Lib-
eral Democratic Party and
Family First’s Bob Day.

Mr Druery, the so-called
“preference  whisperer”,
said recent byelections
highlighted the waning ap-
peal of PUP.

The party pulled a paltry
0.5 per cent of the primary
vote in North Sydney and
its vote more than halved
to just 3.1 per cent in the
WA seat of Canning de-
spite having pulled the so-
called “donkey vote” posi-
tion at the top of the ballot
paper.

“I don’t believe Clive’s
money will be enough
to win him a seat He will
need to be very clever if
he is to be successful,” Mr

Druery said.

A spokesman for Mr Palm-
er could not be reached.
Queensland Nickel, owned
wholly by Mr Palmer, was
placed into voluntary ad-
ministration but manag-
ing director Clive Mensink,
who is Mr Palmer’s neph-
ew, said he was confident
it would trade its way back
to health.

Amid trouble on other
business fronts, including
a long-running legal dis-
pute with his Chinese part-
ners in an iron ore project
in WA, Mr Mensink has
called the PUP leader a
“hero” for staking $2.5 mil-
lion of his personal wealth
to pay nickel workers be-
fore Christmas.

Once regularly referred to
as a “billionaire”, in Janu-
ary last year Mr Palmer
fell out of the Forbes top
50 business rich list.
That means his estimated
wealth had fallen below
$690 million.

Plunging commodity prices
further eroded his fortune in
2015 and it was reported in
December that he has been
forced to sell two private
jets while two others he
owns sit idle in Brisbane.
Treasurer Scott Morrison
on Monday questioned Mr
Palmer’s handling of the
Queensland Nickel issue.
“Clive has a lot to answer
for up there,” he said.
“Asking the Queensland
or even the federal govern-
ment to bail him out is a bit
rich.”

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten said it didn’t mat-
ter if the company was Mr
Palmer’s or Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull’s. “| want
to be reassured that the
entitlements are there for
the workforce,” he said.
Despite expressing con-
cern for the workers in-
volved, he said he did not
think it was “automatical-
ly” the government’s role
to bail out uncompetitive
businesses.

‘Pick up’ instructor Jeff ‘Jeffy’ Al-
len has Australian visa cancelled

Peter

Immigration Minister
Dutton Photo: Andrew Meares

Angry protesters voice
their outrage as doz-
ens of young men un-
der police escort leave
a cancelled Southbank
seminar by controver-
sial pick-up artist Julien
Blanc.

A US man who had come
to Australia to hold semi-
nars on how to “pick up”
women has had his visa
cancelled on character
grounds.

Immigration Minister
Peter Dutton has an-
nounced that the Im-

migration  Department
had found the man was
“without legitimate

cause to be here” and
did not meet Australia’s
character test.

This follows an online
petition, amassing more
than 60,000 signatures,
calling on Mr Dutton
and Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull to cancel
the visa of “executive
coach” Jeff “Jeffy” Al-
len.

Mr Allen is associated
with the group, Real So-
cial Dynamics, which
planned to host seven
free events in Australia
this year, between Janu-
ary and April.

Video footage posted
online shows Mr Allen
joking about his “rape
van” and using foul
and abusive language
towards women. His bi-
ography states his “par-
ticular area of expertise
is scoring threesomes”.
“When you look at some
of the information that
these guys are promot-
ing, it’s pretty repugnant
to say the least,” Mr Dut-
ton told Sky News.

Real Social Dynamics
has previously been as-
sociated with advocating
violence against women
in order to seduce them.
In 2014, another Real
Social Dynamics
structor, Julien Blanc,
had his Australian visa
cancelled following pub-
lic protests. Mr Blanc
has also been forced to
issued a public apology
in the wake of images
that showed him chok-
ing women.

He currently hosts semi-
nars on “how to suck
girls into your sex-wor-
thy reality” and “how
to destroy her ‘bitch
shield’”.

Mr Dutton said that af-
ter asking his depart-
ment to review the latest
Real Social Dynamics
case, “a person associ-
ated with this particu-
lar movement has had
his visa cancelled. The
person’s already out of
Australia anyway”.

Real Social Dynamics
had previously removed
its Australian seminar
dates from its website.

in-




Page 36

Saturday 23 January 2016

the nmuddle east

IR

YA S e YY e

Y1 dodua

NEWS

Treasurer Scott Morrison calls cool

heads over volatile Chinese economy

Treasurer in his Sydney electorate office. Photo: Wolter Peeters

Treasurer Scott Morrison
has broken his holiday si-
lence to call on people to
keep a “cool head” about
the Chinese economy,
saying Australia was in a
solid position despite re-
cent global turmoil.

In his first major interview
for 2016, Mr Morrison
said doubts about the
Chinese economy - which
have seen the Australian
stock market plunge to a
two-and-a-half-year low -
were “not unanticipated”.
“This is a time for just
being, I think, very cau-
tious,” he told Sky News
on Monday.

“Globally there is volatil-
ity. But the fundamentals
of the Australian domes-
tic economy | think are
very sound.”

The Treasurer also sug-
gested that changes to
the GST were still on the
table, as the government
prepares tax reform op-
tions ahead of the next
federal election.
“Changing the tax sys-
tem is one of the biggest
opportunities we’ve got
to ensure that we can
grown the economy more
strongly,” he said.

“Of course we’re looking
at all the various options
that are available to us.”
When pressed, he would
not say whether the gov-
ernment needed to get
reluctant state govern-
ments on side in order to
raise the GST or whether
it could seek a mandate
direct from voters.

“We’re working consul-
tatively with the states,”
he said. “But the ultimate
arbiter on these things is

the Australian people.”
He downplayed reports
that the government was
considering two major
reform options, with only
one including a boost in
the GST.

“Im not about to com-
ment on media specula-
tion,” he said.

Opposition leader Bill
Shorten said a GST in-
crease was the “exact op-
posite” of what Australia
needed at the moment.
Speaking to reporters in
Melbourne on Monday,
Mr Shorten said people
needed to feel like they
could go out and spend
and invest

“Stop talking about a 15
per cent GST,” he said.
Mr Morrison also dis-
missed reports that he
has privately been ad-
vocating for an election
early in 2016.

He said he had “no idea”
where the suggestion had
come from.

“We’re governing. That’s
what we’re doing.”

Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull has said he ex-
pects an election to be
held around September
or October.

Education Minister Simon
Birmingham also told Sky
News on Monday that he
expected the government
to run full term.

Labor frontbencher Mi-
chelle Rowland said the
opposition needed to be
ready for an election at
any time, while Mr Short-
en called on the govern-
ment to “stop worrying
about yourselves and
when you want to have an
election”.

Pain and progress: how Australian forces are doing
things differently in Iraq

Turnbull meets with troops during breakfast at Camp Baird in the Middle East. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Australian and New Zealand
soldiers train Iraqi fighters
fresh from the front line.
Camp Taji, Iraq: Regimental
sergeant majors are known
for shouting and putting the
fear of God into young sol-
diers.

Warrant Officer Class One
Mark Retallick is doing
things a little differently,
as he takes Iraqi troops
through rifle-range practice
on the massive Camp Taji
base north of Baghdad.

Your hopes can be dashed
on a daily basis

When one soldier puts five
rounds from his newly is-
sued M-16 into the bullseye
— a dramatic improvement
on his earlier efforts — War-
rant Officer Retallick grabs
him in a bear hug.

“We’ll be calling you Carlos
Hathcock,” he says, refer-
ring to the legendary US
Marine sniper of the Vietnam
War.

He’s gentle, patient and en-
couraging with his students,
often speaking to them in
smatterings of Arabic.
“They’re good people. They
want to learn,” he said after-
wards.

Almost everything has to
be done differently here at
Taji, where Australian and
New Zealand forces are try-
ing to help get the Iraqi army
back on its feet after its mo-
rale-sapping defeats at the
hands of the brutal Islamic
State terror group in 2014
and 2015.

Yelling won’t help. Nor will
talking down to the Iraqis,
however frustrating they
might be at times.

The picture that emerges at
Taji, where about 300 Aus-
tralians and 100 Kiwis are

training the local forces, can
best be described as steady
but slow progress.
Somewhere down the track
lies the daunting task of
driving the militants out of
their Iraqi stronghold of Mo-
sul — a battle expected to be
long and bloody.

On Saturday morning under
a sky filled with circling black
crows, members of the 2nd
battalion of the Iraqi army’s
T1st brigade went through
live-fire marksmanship and
combat exercises.

The battalion is about half
the strength in number that
its New Zealand trainers
were expecting that day.

But that’s better than the af-
ternoon group of trainees,
who don’t make it to the
range at all, because they
couldn’t get transport.

“Your hopes can be dashed
on a daily basis,” Austra-
lian Lieutenant-Colonel Jim
Hammett, who commands
the Anzac training teams,
said.

“The trainers of ours — they
do have the rollercoaster of
emotions. They will come
back one day imbued with
professional pride at the
performance of their battal-
ion and then the next day
their battalion will not have
turned up, because there’s
been an emergency public
holiday.

“A degree of attitudinal flex-
ibility is required.”

The Anzac trainers are teach-
ing the Iraqis everything
from basic marksmanship
and tactics to leadership and
laws of warfare.

The expectations are mod-
est and realistic. On one
section of the range, the
soldiers practised clear-

ing a room, moving in pairs
through doorways, covering
each other, shooting enemy
targets.

When they messed up, they
were given polite but firm
criticism.

One Kiwi said establishing
a good relationship at the
start had been crucial to the
effectiveness of the training.
[Under rules set by the New
Zealand government, its sol-
diers cannot be identified.]
Asked whether he thinks
the training is sinking in, he
pauses and answers: “Some
days it sinks in. Other days,
you can see nothing sinks
in. You know you’re losing
them when they start to play
with their phones and then
they just wander off.”
Another Kiwi trainer said:
“You might get 30 minutes,
then you have to have a
break.”

But experience has taught
the Anzac trainers that cer-
tain techniques work on the
Iraqi soldiers, who are often
known as “Jundis” - a rough
equivalent to the Australian
“Digger”.

“Put a competition in and
these guys will go nuts,”
Captain Gareth Rochester,
who heads one of the train-
ing teams, said.

“Day one it was stripping
and assembling an M-16.
They love competition.”

The Iraqis also love awards
and certificates.

“It doesn’t mean a great deal
to us, but you’ll see a Jundi
pull out a Jundi-of-the-week
certificate from 12 months
ago that he was awarded by
another training team and
he carries that with pride ...
these guys really love it It
means a big deal to them.”

On Saturday, a group of
young Jundis resting broke
into  spontaneous song,
dancing and singing a love
song that morphed into a
war chant against IS.

The maddening contradic-
tion is that for all the seem-
ing apathy and clowning at
times, Iraq’s rending vio-
lence is more real for these
soldiers than for anyone.
The T11st Brigade has al-
ready fought IS around Ra-
madi. And they will fight
again, probably soon.

“Most of these guys have
seen more fighting that any-
one,” Captain Michael Baker,
who was mentoring on the
rifle range on Sunday, said.
“There is not a single person
who has not been touched by
conflict But for them there is
this ‘Isha’allah’ [God’s will]
attitude. The harsh reality is
that the value of life is seen
very differently.”

One explanation many An-
zacs give for the Iraqis’
sometimes short attention
spans is that they have
been training now for more
than 12 weeks and they’re
champing at the bit to fight.
Indeed, the Jundis from the
T1st Brigade talked of re-
venge for lost comrades,
hatred for IS and a readiness
to fight.

“They use many dirty tricks.
We do not care for that”
Sergeant Major Osama Sa-
bah, of 1st company, said.
“Our army is not like that
We have patience, we have
courage. We’'ll drive them
out”

He goes on to talk of what he
has practised with the An-
zacs about using arrowhead
formations in open terrain
and file formations in urban
warfare.

Every Anzac, bar one pri-
vately, believed the Iraqis
were improving. And they
would be better placed for
major looming battles such
as Mosul.

The most promising thing
was the improvement in the
Iraqis’ confidence, Captain
Rochester said.

“Are we getting them ready?
Yes. As fast as we’d like?
Probably not. But we can
see progress.”
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Liberal councillor’s attack on Malcolm Turnbull inflames
factional tensions

. 5

2GB

SAM)

Tony Abbott with Fiona Scott during the election campaign in 2013.

Simmering factional ten-
sions in the NSW Liberals
over federal preselections
are being stoked by an
email campaign to party
members attacking Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull
and ruing the departure of
Tony Abbott.

Senior Liberal figures are
watching with growing
outrage as Penrith coun-
cillor and party member
Marcus Cornish distrib-
utes his email in a cam-
paign so far covering
the seats of Lindsay, Mr
Abbott’s seat of Warrin-
gah, Mr Turnbull’s seat
of Wentworth and Ben-
nelong.

It is understood disci-
plinary action against
Cr Cornish for what may
be the misuse of official
membership lists is being
explored by some on the
Liberal party state execu-
tive.

Cr Cornish is aligned to
the party’s right faction,
which is engaged in early
skirmishes with left fac-
tion members over federal
preselection for seats held
by right wingers in Hume,
Mackellar and Hughes
and also the NSW Senate
ticket.

In an email titled “Liberal
party values”, Cr Cornish
writes that in Mr Turnbull’s
government “there has al-
ready, quietly, been major
policy changes that most
would consider more La-
bor than Liberal”.

“Our sovereignty has been
signed away at the United
Nations by Malcolm Turn-

bull, [foreign minister] Ju-
lie Bishop and [defence
minister] Senator Marise
Payne,” he writes.

“Now UN laws override
Australian laws thus dic-
tating what countries our
refugee and immigration
intake come from.”
“Former Prime Minister
Tony Abboit agreed to
take in 12,000 persecuted
minority refugees, mostly
being Christian. Malcolm
Turnbull has already
changed that to being
12,000 mostly Muslims,
who clearly do not assimi-
late to the Australian way
of life and our laws,” he
says.

(Mr Abbott denied Chris-
tians would be given pref-
erential treatment, saying:
“It’s those who can never
go back that we’re fo-
cused on.”)

Cr Cornish goes onto
“strongly question the
Liberal Party’s direction
in regard to conservative
values”.

“It currently shows little
difference with the aims
and objectives of the La-
bor Party, that being the
removal of religion and re-
placing it with government
founded [sic] tolerance of
everything, climate con-
trol, over control of our
everyday life and the eras-
ing of our heritage and
way of life through want-
ing to change our flag
and changing our head
of state to a corruptible
President,” he says.

Cr Cornish also attacks
Lindsay MP Fiona Scott

over last year’s leader-
ship change that saw Mr
Turnbull become prime
minister.

“Fiona Scott was only
elected due to the hard
work and support of Tony
Abbott,” he writes.

“His many campaign visits
to Lindsay along with his
‘sex appeal comment’ got
Fiona just over the line,
only to have her stab him
in the back for his hard
work and party loyalty.”
Cr Cornish has been ap-
proached for comment.
Meanwhile, Liberal fight-
ing is set to explode in
the seat of Hughes, where
Sutherland Shire council-
lor Kent Johns is prepar-
ing to challenge incum-
bent Liberal MP Craig
Kelly.

Supporters of Mr Kelly, a
right winger, are predict-
ing Cr Johns, from the
left, will be embarrassed
when he is required to
give evidence in court in
an apprehended violence
order matter involving the
state MP for Holsworthy,
Melanie Gibbons.

The February 29 hear-
ing will examine allega-
tions that a member of the
Moorebank branch, Jose
Stojcevski, yelled “I'll kill
you” at Ms Gibbons dur-
ing a meeting in October
last year.

Mr Stojcevski’s lawyer
has previously dismissed
the allegation as “un-
founded, frivolous and
vexatious”.

But the hearing will come
shortly after the close of

nominations for the seat
on February 19 and amid
the preselection process.
Cr Johns said he could
not comment on a court
matter.

As well, later this month
a supporter of Mr Kelly,
Liverpool councillor Pe-
ter Ristevski, is facing a
Liberal Party disciplinary
hearing.

On January 29, Cr Riste-
vski - president of the
Moorebank branch - will
be given 10 minutes to
argue before the state
executive why he should
not be suspended over a
radio interview he gave
last November.

During the interview, Cr
Ristevski mentioned Ms
Gibbons’ 2012 convic-
tion for failing to lodge
election donation returns,
for which she was placed
on a 15-month good be-
haviour bond.

Cr Ristevski also men-
tioned a brawl over the at-
tendance at a party fund-
raiser for Ms Gibbons
of his friend, convicted
criminal Tony “The Fal-
con” Atanasovski.

Cr Ristevski said in the
interview that Atanasovs-
ki disputed claims that
party officials had torn up
his credit card payment
at the fundraiser and said
the party had in fact ac-
cepted his contribution.
He said this “could open
up a can of worms for [Ms
Gibbons]”.

The Liberal Party has
since sent a $160 cheque
to Atanasovski - effec-
tively returning his dona-
tion, which it claims was
never processed.
Atanasovski has referred
the matter to the NSW
electoral commission,
saying the party breached
funding laws by not issu-
ing him a receipt.

It has asked the commis-
sion to investigate Ms
Gibbons over the fund-
raiser. The commission is
conducting a preliminary
review.

ABC should provide local television
news: Warren Truss

Nationals leader Warren
Truss has backed sweep-
ing changes to the char-
ter and board structure of
the ABC, while calling for
the public broadcaster to
be forced to air television
news services in region-
al areas as well as radio
broadcasts.

Mr Truss, currently serving
as acting prime minister,
also said he would push for
local content requirements
for commercial television
networks to be included
as part of a forthcoming
deregulation of the media
sector.

Communications Minister
Mitch Fifield is preparing
changes to media owner-
ship regulations, which is
likely to include scrapping
the 15 per cent “reach”
rule for television broad-
casters and the “two out
of three” rule banning
companies from owning a
television network, radio
station and newspaper in
the same market. Abolish-
ing the reach rule would
allow major television net-
works to take over regional
broadcasters and create
national networks.
Nationals MPs are push-
ing for a new “local pres-
ence” requirement to be
introduced for regional
broadcasters to ensure
they continue filming news
stories in their local com-
munities. The idea has
alarmed some regional TV
networks, which see it as
overly onerous.

The media ownership de-
bate has also intensified
focus on the ABC'’s role in
regional communities.
“The Nationals are very
keen to ensure that there
is a local presence and
that the privilege of hav-
ing access to spectrum
carries with it an obliga-
tion to serve the whole of
the country or to serve,in
particular, the licence area
and that obviously does in-
volve local news services,”
Mr Truss said.

“We don’t care particularly
who owns the stations,
we just want there to be a
commitment to deliver lo-

cal services and to deliver
them in an effective way.”
Mr Truss said it was “odd”
that the ABC is not re-
quired to provide television
news services to regional
communities.”l think the
ABC should have a pres-
ence in regional communi-
ties that is capable of de-
livering not just radio news
services but also television
news services,” he said.
“That would certainly en-
rich the variety and the
capacity of local commu-
nities to be well-informed
about what is happening in
their areas.”

The ABC airs state-based
television news services
each evening filmed in that
state or territory’s capital
city.

Mr Truss said he “strong-
ly” supports elements of
a private members bill by
Nationals Senator Bridget
McKenzie aimed at making
the ABC less focussed on
the capital cities.

Senator McKenzie’s bill
would require the ABC
board to include two
members living outside
the major cities and the
broadcaster’s charter to
be amended to include a
commitment to regional
Australia.

The ABC would also be
required to broadcast at
least five radio bulletins a
day consisting mostly of
local news.

Senator Fifield on Wednes-
day the proposals were not
official government policy
but he was happy for Co-
alition MPs to “float ideas”™
on improving the ABC.

He said local content re-
quirements for regional
broadcasters would be
a key part of the govern-
ment’s media reform pack-
age.

“There are many regional
TV providers who actually
present local news and lo-
cal content in excess of
their license requirements
so we would want to see
in any legislative package
mechanisms to ensure that
local content is protected,”
Senator Fifield told Sky
News.
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Claims Tony Abbott plans to return as prime minister are ‘fanciful’

Tony Abbott is not plot-
ting a return to the prime
ministership and sugges-
tions to the contrary are
“fanciful”, according to
his spokesman.

Mr Abbott has not yet an-
nounced whether he will
stand again for his seat of
Warringah, though there
is growing expectation in
Liberal ranks that he will
run again.

The Daily Telegraph
claimed on Wednesday
the former prime minister
turned humble backbench-
er was being urged by his
former chief of staff, Peta
Credlin, to stand again for
Parliament in the hope of
returning to the Lodge one
day.

It further claimed that Mr
Abboit had been told by
former prime minister
John Howard and cabinet
secretary Arthur Sinodi-
nos to pull his head in and
stop criticising the Turn-
bull government.

But Mr Abbott's spokes-
man said of the claims
that “the whole thing is
fanciful”.

Despite that denial - and
much like former prime
minister Kevin Rudd, who
spent years agitating from
the backbench before fi-
nally tearing down Julia
Gillard - Mr Abbott does
have a core group of con-
servative supporters and
allies in the Liberal party
room.

And similarly, there are
MPs who believe that the
times will once again come
to suit Mr Abbott, as they
did his political hero Win-
ston Churchill, who spent
years in the wilderness.
Mr Abbott’'s supporters
include former defence
minister Kevin Andrews,
former industrial relations
minister Eric Abetz and a
group of MPs who meet
for regular lunches in the
so-called  “monkeypod”
room.

Preselection opened for
22 Liberal-held seats
across NSW on Tuesday,
with a host of other MPs

Tony Abbott has yet to announce
whether he will recontest his seat
in this year’s election. Photo: Alex
Ellinghausen

including Bronwyn Bish-
op, Philip Ruddock, Craig
Kelly, Angus Taylor, Bill
Heffernan and Concetta
Fierravanti-Wells  under
varying degrees of pres-
sure to retain their seats
- despite Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull throw-
ing his support behind in-
cumbents.

Mrs Bishop has made
clear she intends to con-
test the next election, and
is expected to face a pre-
selection challenge, while
Mr Ruddock and Senator
Heffernan are yet to make
clear whether they intend-
ed to go around again.
Innovation Minister Chris-
topher Pyne brushed off
concerns about “infight-
ing” over preselections.
Noting he defeated a sit-
ting Liberal member (lan
Wilson) to be preselected
for his Adelaide seat in the
early 1990s, Mr Pyne said,
“that is part of the demo-
cratic competition that is
the Liberal Party”.

“We don’t decide our pre-
selections in smoke-filled
back rooms like the Labor
Party does,” he told re-
porters on Wednesday.

“In preselections, espe-
cially after redistributions,
there is always a robust,
democratic = competitive
process. The dust will set-
tle and life will go on.”
When asked if he thought
Mr Abbott would return as
prime minister, Mr Pyne
replied that the party had
an “excellent Prime Minis-
ter in Malcolm Turnbull”.
“There is no suggestion at
all within the Coalition, in

any quarter, that there will
be a change to our leader-
ship.”

And acting Prime Minister
Warren Truss said that Mr
Abbott had made a sub-
stantial contribution as
leader but everyone must
respect the fact Mr Turn-
bull is now Prime Minis-
ter.

“[Mr Abbott] has a sub-
stantial legacy, he de-
serves to be honoured
and respected..but Mal-
colm Turnbull is the prime
minister now, he is the
leader of the Liberal Party,
therefore the leader of the
government, he is also
entitled to the support of
his party, everyone needs
to respect the fact that he
is the leader and we move
on,” he said.

“There have been occa-
sions when leaders have
come back, but what we
all need to do now is back
Malcolm Turnbull.”

He said it was a matter for
individual MPs such as Mr
Abbott and Mrs Bishop
whether they would con-
test the next election.

And on his own future -
Mr Truss is widely tipped
to announce his retire-
ment before the next elec-
tion - the Nationals leader
said he would not anoint
Barnaby Joyce or any
other National as his suc-
cessor.

“I don’t think it’s appro-
priate for one leader to
anoint another, | have a
great respect for Barnaby,
I'm sure he could do a
very good job but it will be
a matter in the end for the
party room,” he said, add-
ing that others MPs such
as Michael McCormack
could lead his party, too.
“Michael McCormack has
a great deal of talent but
so do others in our leader-
ship team.”

Resources Minister Josh
Frydenberg similarly dis-
missed suggestions of an
Abbott comeback.

“I don’t think that’s going
to happen,” he told Sky
News.

Tony Abbott told Forestville branch he wanted to

stay in politics back in December

Former prime minister
Tony Abbott told sup-
porters in his local For-
estville branch that he
was leaning towards
staying in politics more
than a month ago.

Fairfax Media has been
told by people who at-
tended the pre-Christmas
drinks for rank and file
supporters that Mr Ab-
bott and his wife Margie,
who is a member of the
branch, both attended
the meeting and were in
good spirits.

One Abboit supporter
who attended the event
said that Mr Abbott “cer-
tainly gave the indication
that he thought he want-
ed to continue to make a
contribution to Australia
and the best way of doing
it was as an MP”.

“He also said he had to
speak to Margie, and
Margie then joked that
they hadn’t had the con-
versation yet.

“The clear impression
given was that he should
stand and would stand.
And the views reflected
by his local constituency
is we all support, very
strongly support, his
standing again as Mem-
ber for Warringah. That’'s
not to say people want
him back as PM neces-
sarily but he represents
an important cohort in
the Liberal Party.”

This account of events
has been confirmed by
others familiar with dis-
cussions at the meeting.
After losing the leader-
ship of the Liberal Party
and the prime minister-
ship last year, Mr Abbott
said he would spend time
over Christmas ponder-
ing his political future.
The comments to his
branch members and
supporters are a clear in-
dication that Mr Abbott is
likely to remain in politics
beyond the 2016 election
and on in to the future.
The NSW branch of the

Liberal Party opened pre-
selection for 22 seats
held by Liberal MPs, in-
cluding Mr Abbott, on
Tuesday and the former
prime minister’s decision
about his future is eager-
ly anticipated.

Supporters and allies of
Mr Abbott in Parliament
are keen for the former
prime minister to remain
in politics, believing he
has a significant contri-
bution still to make, but
Liberal moderates and
supporters of the man
who deposed him, Mal-
colm Turnbull, are wary
that he may continue to
destabilise his succes-
sor on issues such as
national security.

And contrary to a report
in a News Corp news-
paper on Wednesday, a
confidant of Mr Abbott’s
former chief of staff, Peta
Credlin, told Fairfax Me-
dia that she had not been
encouraging the former
leader to remain in Par-
liament in a bid to ulti-
mately snatch the prime
ministership back from
Mr Turnbull.

In fact, the confidant said,
Ms Credlin was doing the
opposite but “he [Abbott]
is thinking about it still
and, on balance, he is
likely to stay”.

Acting Prime Minister
Warren Truss said on
Wednesday that Mr Ab-
bott had made a substan-
tial contribution as leader
but that “Malcolm Turn-
bull is the Prime Minister
now, he is the leader of
the Liberal Party, there-
fore the leader of the
government, he is also
entitled to the support
of his party, everyone
needs to respect the fact
that he is the leader and
we move on.

“There have been occa-
sions when leaders have
come back, but what we
all need to do now is
back Malcolm Turnbull.”
He said it was a matter

for Mr Abbott - and in-
deed, other MPs such
as former speaker Bron-
wyn Bishop - to decide
whether to contest the
next election.
InnovationMinisterChris-
topher Pyne brushed off
concerns about “infight-
ing” over preselections.
Noting he defeated a sit-
ting Liberal member (lan
Wilson) to be pre-select-
ed for his Adelaide seat in
the early 1990s, Mr Pyne
said: “That is part of the
democratic competition
that is the Liberal Party.
“We don’t decide our
preselections in smoke-
filled back rooms like
the Labor Party does,”
he told reporters on
Wednesday.

Several MPs including
Mrs Bishop, Philip Rud-
dock, Craig Kelly, Angus
Taylor, Bill Heffernan
and Concetta Fierravan-
ti-Wells are under vary-
ing degrees of pressure
to retain their seats - de-
spite Mr Turnbull throw-
ing his support behind
incumbents.

Mrs Bishop has made
clear she intends to con-
test the next election, but
could face a preselection
challenge. Mr Ruddock
and Senator Heffernan
are yet to make clear
whether they intend to go
around again and there is
a growing expectation in
the party that both men
could retire.

Despite talk of a civil war
in the NSW Liberal Party,
it is now looking increas-
ingly likely that deals will
be struck to keep keep
Mr Taylor, Mr Kelly and
Senator Fierravanti-Wells
in place.

Mr Abbott and Ms Cred-
lin were contacted for
comment.

Earlier on Wednesday,
a spokesman for Mr Ab-
bott said it was “fanciful”
to suggest he was plot-
ting a return to the prime
ministership.
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