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EATNORTAKE AWAY

2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis
NSW -: 9791 1321 - M: 0414 22 55 77
Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
Check out our Prices on our Page on
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EASY TRAINING SOLUTIONS
Attain your skills... the EASY way
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Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria

‘IP Presents in Australia
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers

"RTO) 52 e dign Clagls o sy i s
*Registered Training Organisation
L) e o s ol G818

M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 02 9897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711
Suite 3 /235 Pitt St, Merrylands NSW 2160
info@easytrainingsolutions.com.au
www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au
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MIDNIGHT MAYHEM SALE! ALL COMPUTER AND ELECTRICAL ON SALE

20 DAYS
LEFT UNTIL
CHRISTMAS!

50 Months Interest Free"

(] (] [ ] @
Sp0I| your famlly this Christmas 1 0% INTEREST ¢/ NO DEPOSIT (¢ 50 Equal Monthly Payments

with our Easy Payment optlon ; Offer ends 24/12/15. Minimum purchase $490. Total amount payable with 50 equal monthly payments until January 2020. Apply in store/online. Available
: forin store and selected online purchases. Approved applicants only. Fees & charges apply. Interest applies if you do not comply with terms and conditions.

Harvey Norman HARVEY NORMAN @ DOMAYNE AUBURN

103-123 Parramatta Rd. 8748 4200 Located on ground level (Entrance to carpark off Station Rd.)

GET THE BEST
HOT TO PRINT BARGAINS

SHOP with CONFIDENCE . . . 2
Ends 08/12/15. Harvey Norman® stores are operated by independent franchisees. CIICk&COIIeCt Shop online and P'Ck up free from your local store@ §
Images for illustrative purposes only. harveynorman.com.au e

*1. Conditions of 50 Months Instalment Interest Free until January 2020: Available to approved GO MasterCard customers on transactions made between 15/11/15 and 24/12/15 where the amount financed is $490 or more. Offer available on purchases from Harvey Norman franchisees. Excludes gaming consoles,
games, gift cards, Apple and Miele products. Excludes brands and other products that are offered for sale under agency agreements with Harvey Norman franchisees. Offer available on advertised or ticketed price. Total amount is payable by 50 approximate equal monthly instalments (exact amounts specified in
your statement). If there is an outstanding balance after the interest free period ends in January 2020, interest will be charged at 29.49%. This notice is given under the GO MasterCard Conditions of Use, which specify all other conditions for this offer. A §25.00 Establishment Fee applies to new approved applicants.
Account Service fee of §4.95 per month applies. Also available to existing GE Creditline, Gem Visa and Buyer's Edge customers. Refer to product websites for conditions, fees and charges. Creditis provided by GE Capital Finance Australia (ABN 42 008 583 588), trading as GE Money. Australian Credit Licence 392145.
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Finess

Dulux Wash & Wear

DA WATCHDIIN:

ABN: 85 806 130 998

0415 620 150

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel :

02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

20 L From $98
Taubmans Endure 15L $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

15 L $165
Dulux Weathershield 15 L $175

Apco

Apco

Aela
Jead! (2

20 L Jleaiudlt

$110 Gzylatly b1l
20 L (3x1...Sealer,
Primer,Undercoaty $110

Apco 20 L aduus $85
P: 9832 0000 (APCO,

GBI & 19md|9 19 At

oud b Ygla_wi.j

QYL gt 19 oy b

S gt it

o ead | &y 3l

4 Litres

2 Pack Epoxy
Pool Paint
$160
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El-Dunnieh Sons Charity Association
41 Haldon Street Lakemba NSW 2195

P.O. Box 364 Greenacre NSW 2190

Tel: {02) 9750 5000 Fox: (02) 9750 5500
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PREMIUM DESIGN
& ENGINEERING

Michael Hammoud
Senior Architect - Engineering Desginer

AA CONCRETE & FORMWORK

We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit an
expression of interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial, Industrial
Residential and High rise Buildings.

By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services, AA
can supply an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package.

AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for your
formwork and concreting. We can also provide in-house design schemes
specific for each one of your project including engineering for final
certification and approval, where required.

Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing requirements,
from fixed lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management system.
We have implemented a number of practical and targeted initiatives to
ensure the ongoing safety of our employees, sub-contractors and clients.
All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience, and
capability to supply services, ensuring our people are qualified to carry

out your tasks as required, maintaining a safe working environment for all
parties concerned thereby being able to deliver your projects on time and on
budget.

PLEASE CALL
SAM 0406551555

Or

Michael 0413561164
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Are you fed up with your current # Broken

Tel:

promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for

rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our

continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security requires gualified applicants for a variety of
positions all ocwer the Melbourme Metropaolitan area. To be
suitable to join cur team you must

» Hold a first Aid cerificate
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
= Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
» Speak fluent English

= Hawve excellent presemtation

= Be reliable
We have the following security posifions available;
Crowed Comntrol
{Events)

= RS5A cerificate
= Awailable 7 daysinighis

e G

Inﬂll-"nﬂl“ Fu:l-l“l.ﬂl_'l
We hawe full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Mo recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

— Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com_au
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We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-Oéi)g-i-ll-! me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Free measure and quote

&= fast
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

Al § Park NSW 2143
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0414552715
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Magic Driving School
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BG Lic: 185750C

Glass & Glazing ;
For all your glazing needs
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*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
D b @l Dilgrle * bl pe
oLl QLS a0 ol - duaibne 8 sy
0408 888 777 sk = Juasdl
0404 015 551

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 : Ly mu) fheaif

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au
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124 Highland Ave
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| Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042
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artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director

0410 606 786

arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
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[ 1 1 e) AUSTRALIA’S NEXT GREAT CITY

www.parracity.nsw.gov.au s
@
126 Church Street, Parramatta. f ’ kel
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ABN 85 806 130 998

iJf illI) )

0415 620 150

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Apco 20 L Jheatudlt
$110 o ludly Gl
Apco 20 L (3x1.. Sealer,
Primer,Undercoaty $110

Apco 20 L aduy $85

Sl 3! RIS g 1y

¢ 1919 193 pubomu
Y lauly G

oud Lo

Dulux Wash & Wear

15 L $165

Dulux Weathershield 15

L $175

Finess 20L From $98

Taubmans Endure 15L
$165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd,
Punchbowl NSW 2196
\_
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LOUIS VALENTINO § st
veal| - Gudigl! - bl
PORCELLANATO I

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22/ 24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel- 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard) ’

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! Lo)Sw &5 i & gilidlu 394 giudd¥ld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > LzsdeiSilly Embaill dusl 3o Jlo Soimas il dadll

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly omddighly oailiadl il 8 sdilae aaig (ke 394
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies osibiddl 393 dcgdl (0 wosdis d2)0 Lo o LSy O
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadluy ol g iy

lgie SIS HUL| ygulaly Juadly Jalais
LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO FickesdonalTH ng Equipmeni ADHESIVES - SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

Ba AQUASEAL s

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll ) .l ]

And rr?uch much more iploatl Sl
(Showroom) yaydl dlua

We also hold W 0 i lua A e (e daadl o ¥l (e

° Davco ’ “..).g.h.ﬂ

. ASA Bostic el aay § i lua 4 (e Cudl

. Mapei (Trades Centre) & kil S

. Novatex e xglall day 0 i Lolua T (e daeand| i onld¥l (e

\° Ardex el e § i lua T v | abalall ‘,ﬁ Suadlg deliiondl b ylauks
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| T} LV pyvi {F Head Office Melbourne
reand| 445 (S| Agglatf LG5 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062
o . . Sydney’
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
Adelaide
REESR 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869
' Eade — 3 Perth:

68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs¢t I N Austral’ia"

i

Lt | At (D (FoN I ool Auiiw 9o
Pizza - Pasta - 0239l pgkan Al wpnad| Lgirlua
asdlondly aciod| deus A Lalc 0+

Steak - Seafood 3, ., cesle - hibias - Gasks - (3ia9

v B gl el Bl ¥l HISH

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adlal .. i
VIC 3053 dad LS (g (ol 5 ilor ot 9o guid | ikt 3o
Ph 03 9347 1630 auS el il 3l | ST (w0

Fax 03 9348 1112 g 9g2€ad ‘? dalleudl y3:d mee3

Se.com
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Melbourne

QJgke

almazo Beer

Make it a lebanese summer

T

P @S3ILDLeN
Jas | atl_smgd!
OO9Me uiSe s
D ouiin J2aS e 51
;@S (Ala
0405272581

s g
w2 e Ac-lal
posaillalle L8 Joll

dnle S - 3w alacl - Silales - zl9) - duglad
Sllid| a9 dald g
oo @ QA 03 pims Q3 Qe opiin)
Ph:03 9354 46863
Mob: 0418175417 or 0425 622 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

Classica PL

Ol Lo we acldl | (gl
12 Lincoln Street
exusicaic ||| B ol oilagd! Hlddl <igua

Tel: 03 9383 5222 i ‘9.“ l O |
Telopia Liquor Store SS.G e

55 Adderton Road . . :
Telopia NSW 2117 acbuadl (e 9‘?-,‘)' @ gl S shuse
Tel: 02 9871 4295 ;l il ‘mu‘." &| uﬁw'

didg Mlea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for

change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that

they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for

excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

Hold a first Aid certificate

Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
Speak fluent English

Have excellent presentation

Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;

Crowd Control
(Events)

RSA certificate

Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions

We have full time, part time and casual positions

available.

Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au

IPS lad
@ Security
Gopla
Baldaul 38

- *»

54 WSSl
Jhslg Slods

k¥ | A it

)hwig dalid
Audlio

Kk

. ddgige 5y
. Jeall B A
Joladd! (2 s

il | DL Al g9 3V 81 ond | duss

¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS,
. Registered Migration Agent
)y G MARN; 1174229
™, -OR ALL ENQUIRIES
\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O lg Cfaleatly dagladet(g 7z 19 ol o putomd g
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@8 o oke Jhaidh

3 nel B i ka5 gl Olan o b b @S | e
0413805930 - f s el B3 Fubgasl
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Miss World Canada, Stuck in Hong Kong,

Explains Attempt to Enter China

Miss World Canada holds a press conference at the Hong Kong Regal Airport
Hotel on Nov. 271. (Pun Choi ShulEpoch Times)

Miss World Canada holds a press conference at the Hong Kong Regal Airport
Hotel on Nov. 271. (Pan Choi ShulEpoch Times)

HONG KONG—Anasta-
sia Lin‘s plan in passing
through Hong Kong last
night was not to create
another media storm;
but that’s just what hap-
pened after authorities in
the Chinese province of
Hainan denied her entry,
once and for all, to the
city of Sanya where the
Miss World pageant is
currently being held.

Lin is an outspoken sup-
porter of human rights in
China and a practitioner
of Falun Gong, a spiritual
practice that has been
persecuted in its home-
land for the last 16 years.
She was crowned Miss
World Canada in May
this year, meaning that
she would represent the
country at the interna-
tional pageant. But once
it became clear that the
final would be held in Chi-
na, controversy swirled
about just how the Chi-
nese Communist Party—
desirous of international
prestige, but committed
to a brutal persecution
of Falun Gong and other

groups Lin has spoken
out for—would react.

But don’t stop with ask-
ing them questions about
my case alone

— Anastasia Lin

For weeks the Chinese
authorities remained si-
lent, but Lin found out
that her official status
was “persona non grata,”
or unwelcome, through
a statement made by the
Chinese Embassy in Ot-
tawa. That was while she
was flying to Hong Kong,
to transfer to the resort
city of Sanya, on Nov. 25.
She was unable to make
the connecting flight af-
ter a Chinese immigra-
tion officer informed her,
through a telephone call
arranged by Dragon Air,
her airline, that she would
not be permitted in the
country.

And so the following
morning, she held a press
conference in the Hong
Kong Regal Airport Hotel
to tell a few dozen jour-
nalists what had hap-
pened. They trailed along
the walls and out the

door of the board room, a
combination of local and
international media, as
Lin encouraged them to
keep putting pressure on
the Chinese authorities,
about the treatment dealt
her and others.

Reporters asked  her
about the technicalities
of her attempt to get into
China (she tried to take
advantage of a loophole
which grants “landing vi-
sas” to individuals from
certain countries, includ-
ing Canada, upon arrival
to Sanya); whether the
Miss World Organisa-
tion had been supportive
(they’ve been mostly reti-
cent, but hinted to Reu-
ters that she may be able
to compete next year);
and what her connection
is to Falun Gong (she is
a practitioner of the tradi-
tional Chinese discipline,
which includes medita-
tion and moral teachings.
It has been persecuted in
China for 16 years.)

Ask them why they don’t
trust their own people to
be able to read uncen-
sored information

— Anastasia Lin

In an interview with CTYV,
the Canadian broad-
caster, the night before
the press scrum, Lin was
asked whether it was Chi-
na or Anastasia Lin that
had changed the most
since she left the country
at 13 years of age. “I have
definitely changed a lot,”
she said. “In China, we
were educated in a way
that the Communist Party
was the closest mem-
ber of your family. | even
helped spread propagan-
da against Falun Gong
and Tibetans.”

“After | came here, my
mum started to introduce
me to the ways that the
Western world thinks.
That’s when | started to
open my eyes to all these
different stories,” she
said, having now become
a story herself.

Atrocious judgment: Labor homes in on
Malcolm Turnbull over Mal Brough

Special Minister of State Mal Brough (right) has been accused of misleading
Parliament. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

The government’s leader of the house, Christopher Pyne (right), did not try to defend
Mr Brough but instead gagged the debate in Parliament. Photo: Andrew Meares

Labor is becoming in-
creasingly hopeful of
claiming the political
scalp of Mal Brough over
his role in the James
Ashby affair with key gov-
ernment figures failing to
defend the beleaguered
minister who was accused
of misleading the Parlia-
ment on Wednesday.

The opposition homed in
on Malcolm Turnbull and
what they said was his
“atrocious judgment” in
appointing Mr Brough to
Special Minister of State,
despite being involved in
an ongoing federal police
investigation.

Mr Brough was one of Mr
Turnbull’'s key backers
and numbers men and
his elevation to the minis-
try is widely regarded as
a reward for his plotting,
especially amongst the
prime minister’s internal
critics.

Under sustained attack
from the opposition in
Parliament about his in-
volvement in James Ash-
by affair, Mr Brough used
question time on Tuesday
to accuse the Nine Net-
work’s 60 Minutes of se-
lectively editing an inter-
view in which he admitted

to asking the former polit-
ical staffer James Ashby
to make copies of the di-
ary of his then boss Peter
Slipper.

Mr Slipper was the Speak-
er at the time and the
Member for Fisher, a seat
Mr Brough went on to win
from Mr Slipper in the
2013 election..

Mr Brough told Parlia-
ment: “In relation to the
60 Minutes interview,
what was put to air was
not the full question.”

60 Minutes has released
the full video of the ques-
tion and answer which
shows the only editing
that took place was cut-
ting out the “ums and
ahs” of the interviewer Liz
Hayes.

“Did you ask James Ash-
by to procure, um, copies
of Peter Slipper’s diary
for you?”

“Yes I did,” Mr Brough re-
plies.

“Why did you do that? ”
“Because | believed Peter
Slipper had committed a
crime. | believed he was
defrauding the Common-
wealth and the courts
have .. the courts have
fundamentally, have actu-
ally now proven that to be

the case.”

Labor renewed its attack
on Wednesday morning
when Parliamentresumed,
accusing Mr Brough of
misleading Parliament.

It attempted to censure
the Mr Turnbull for fail-
ing to sack or stand aside
Mr Brough. Mr Turnbull
arrived back in Canber-
ra early on Wednesday
morning after attending
climate talks in Patris.
Shadow attorney-general
Mark Dreyfus called on
the House to censure Mr
Turnbull, who was not
present in the chamber at
the time, for his “atrocious
judgment in appointing
the member responsible
for government integrity
and his complete and ut-
ter failure to show lead-
ership and sack or even
stand aside as the Special
Minister of State”.

In a telling move, the gov-
ernment’s leader of the
house Christopher Pyne
did not try and defend Mr
Brough and instead sim-
ply gagged debate and
used its numbers to de-
feat the motion.

Earlier, the veteran Liberal
MP and former attorney-
general Philip Ruddock
did not rule out the idea
of Mr Brough being stood
aside.

“I have heard explana-
tions that would satisfy
me but let’s see how it un-
folds,” Mr Ruddock told
the ABC.

Following the 60 Minutes
interview in 2014, Labor
immediately asked the
Australian Federal Police
to investigate whether
Mr Brough’s conduct
breached the Criminal
Code and Crimes Act.
Last month, Australian
Federal Police raided
the homes of Mr Brough
and Mr Ashby in rela-
tion to their investigation
prompting a renewed and
sustained attack from the
federal opposition in Par-
liament.
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GST to dominate agenda at

COAG

Tax reform - and, in par-
ticular, the GST - will
dominate the agenda at
a two-day meeting called
by Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull of state
treasurers and premiers
in Sydney next week.

The Council of Australian
Government meetings,
which be held on next
Thursday and Friday, will
follow the release of the
federal government’s in-
novation statement on
Monday but before Trea-
surer Scott Morrison
releases his mid-year
budget update in a fort-
night’s time.

At the Thursday meeting,
Mr Morrison and federal
Treasury secretary John
Fraser will lead discus-
sions with state treasur-
ers on a range of options
for tax reform, including
on work that has been
done by his department
on raising the rate or
broadening the base of
the GST.

A proposal put forward by
Victoria and Queensland
to raise the Medicare
levy by a couple of per-
centage points to swell
federal coffers will also
be discussed, but Fairfax
Media has been told that
enthusiasm for a rise in
the levy has cooled and
options for GST changes
will be central.

Mr Morrison will also out-
line to state treasurers
the federal government’s
view of what options the
states have for tax re-
form such as, for exam-
ple, the removal of stand-
alone state taxes such as
stamp duty on insurance,
which raises about half a
billion dollars annually
and is considered an in-
efficient tax.

And while the GST will
be central to the dis-
cussions, the Treasurer
played down the signifi-
cance of Fairfax Media
revealing former treasur-
er Joe Hockey had pre-

sented a sweeping plan
reform of the tax system,
including modelling of a
rise in the GST from 10
to 15 per cent, to Tony
Abbott before the change
of leadership.

Mr Morrison said he had
already presented that
work to state treasurers.
“As I've said at numer-
ous press conferences
there was modelling
done based on the re-
quest from the states and
territories to model those
outcomes. | presented
that at the last meeting of
state treasurers to those
state treasurers in re-
sponse,” he said.

“It’s been hiding in plain
sight in press confer-
ences and in the Parlia-
ment. So, | don’t think
there’s anything terribly
revealing about that. The
difference is we did that
in response to a request
from the states.”

The draft copy of the
COAG agenda sent to
state premiers for the
subsequent Friday meet-
ing lists “a new dialogue
for economic reform”
as the first item of busi-
ness.

That means, in effect, that
tax reform will be top of
the agenda for both days’
meetings.

Reducing the incidence
of domestic violence,
tackling ice addiction,
the federation white pa-
per, countering violent
extremism and Indige-
nous economic develop-
ment are the other five
items listed for the meet-
ing between Mr Turnbull
and state premiers.
South Australian Premier
Jay Weatherill recently
unveiled a radical tax re-
form proposal that would
see the GST rise to 15
per cent, with that money
to flow to the federal gov-
ernment, with states to
be handed 11.5 per cent
of federal income tax rev-
enue.

Liberal MP lan Macfarlane defects to Nation-
als in shock move against Malcolm Turnbull

Former industry minister lan
Macfarlane is set to defect
from the Liberal Party to ju-
nior Coalition partners the
Nationals, in a shock move
that has significant ramifica-
tions for Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull.

Fairfax Media has been told
that discussions have taken
place between Mr Macfar-
lane and senior members of
the Nationals’ leadership, in-
cluding deputy leader Barn-
aby Joyce and party leader
Warren Truss.

And Fairfax Media has con-
firmed that Liberal-aligned
LNP member Scott Buch-
holz has also been linked to
a move to the Nationals.
Several Nationals confirmed
that discussions about Mr
Macfarlane’s move had been
tightly held for some time
and a meeting of the Nation-
als team is expected to be
held on Thursday afternoon,
after question time.

There is an expectation in
Nationals ranks that the
move will mean the junior
Coalition partner will be able
to claim another frontbench
spot at the expense of a Lib-
eral. Under one scenario be-
ing discussed by Nationals,
the defection could not only
see Mr Macfarlane return to
the ministry but could also
see him take the job of dep-
uty leader under Mr Joyce
when Mr Truss retires.

Mr Macfarlane was elected to
the Queensland lower house
seat of Groom as a Liberal
in 1998, and had remained
Liberal-aligned since the
LNP merger in 2008.

There is a growing expecta-
tion in Nationals ranks that
Mr Truss could announce his
plan to retire early next year
and that as Mr Joyce holds
a NSW seat a Joyce-Macfar-
lane ticket would maintain
the balance between NSW
and Queensland, the coun-
try party’s twin strongholds.
One National claimed the
plan was actually Mr Truss’,
highlighting the long friend-
ship between the pair, but
that Mr Joyce had told a
meeting of Nationals MPs
about the plan on Thursday

morning.
The plan subsequently
leaked before it was sup-
posed to.

“This is about Macca be-

ing disenfranchised, | don’t
think people have thought
any further beyond that,”
the MP said.

The Nationals’ party room
would grow to 22 federal
MPs under the move.

Mr Macfarlane has been
a long-time supporters of
Mr Turnbull as far back as
the 2009 leadership con-
test and again in 2015. His
subsequent demotion from
cabinet surprised many in
the Coalition.

Mr Turnbull is said to have
known about the move since
Wednesday. If, as expected,
the defection goes ahead
it represents a blow to the
Prime Minister because of
the loss of a member of his
team.

Mr Truss appeared to con-
firm the move was in train
on Thursday and that he
had been involved in dis-
cussions.

“If this is a plan which you
think is orchestrated by
Barnaby Joyce then you
wouldn’t expect me to know
about it, would you?” the
Deputy Prime Minister said.
“The reality is that we have
a strong Coalition arrange-
ment, we work closely to-
gether in Queensland as
one political party, there
are arrangements that are
in place about where the
rooms that people sit in, in
Queensland, and those ar-
rangements have applied
since the creation of the
LNP.”

Mr Truss said that Mr Mac-
farlane “has spoken to me
obviously since he was not
included in the ministry
but that’s exactly what you
would expect when friends
talk to one another”.

“lan and | have been friends
for a long time, we grew up
together and we have been
friends and | have great re-
spect for his ability.

“He has obviously contrib-
uted significantly to the
government, so | have a
high respect for him but
what he wants to do in the
future is entirely his deci-
sion.”

One Nationals MP said
the move made sense be-
cause Mr Macfarlane’s seat
of Groom was rural, even
though he sits in the Liberal
Party room.

$10 Million To Support Victoria’s

Shift To NDIS

The Andrews Labor Gov-
ernment today announced
the next steps in its com-
mitment to roll out the Na-
tional Disability Insurance
Scheme across the state.
The Government will pro-
vide $10 million to support
Victorians with disabili-
ties, their families, service
providers and staff in the
transition to the NDIS. This
will provide practical and
targeted information and
resources and will help
them to adapt to the new
way the NDIS will work.
Minister for Disability Mar-
tin Foley said the Gov-
ernment will also begin a
process to identify which
organisations are best
placed to provide services
that are currently provided
by the State Government.
The Government will ask
not-for-profit and private
providers about their in-
terest and readiness to
deliver NDIS services to
people with disability.

Mr Foley said this was an
important step toward de-
livering choice and control
to people with a disability.
Under the NDIS, for the
first time people with dis-
abilities will themselves
be able to decide how their
funding is spent.

The transition will be con-
ditional on the Govern-
ment being satisfied that:
- Providers have estab-
lished that they have the
capacity and expertise to
deliver quality services

- Strong and enduring
safeguards are in place to
protect clients

- The right services are in
place for people with dis-
abilities

- Staff will be supported,
including achieving fair
terms of employment
Support for staff will be
aimed at ensuring disabil-
ity workers have career
pathways and access to
education and training to
promote continued pro-
fessionalisation. Deliver-
ing on its election com-

mitment, the Government
will establish the Victo-
rian Skills Commissioner
(VSC) to advise on train-
ing and skills.

To support a strong,
skilled workforce, the
soon-to-be-appointed
Victorian Skills Commis-
sioner will set up an NDIS
Skills Forum to advise
Government on how the
training system can best
meet the needs of this
changing sector.

The NDIS will end waiting
lists and benefit around
105,000 Victorians with
disability. It is expected
to double the size of the
disability workforce and
drive better disability ser-
vices, as well as economic
growth, across Victoria.
By 2019, Victoria will be
investing $2.5 billion per
year into the NDIS. For
more information about
the roll-out, which will
begin in July 2016, go to
http:/indis.vic.gov.au
Quotes attributable to
Minister for Disability Mar-
tin Foley

“We are doing this to help
ensure that when the NDIS
comes to each new area,
people with disabilities
can expect that the range
of services they need to
live full and active lives
will be ready.”

“The Government is com-
mitted to ensuring staff
are supported and treated
fairly through this signifi-
cant change. We also rec-
ognise the high level of
care by current providers
and will work with them to
get the right organisations
delivering the services
people want and need.”
Quotes attributable to
Minister for Training and
Skills Steve Herbert

“The Andrews Labor Gov-
ernment will work closely
with the industry to make
sure the training system
is ready to respond to the
emerging needs of people
in the disability work-
force.”
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Malcolm Turnbull stands by Mal Brough as Cory Bernardi

says PM should reconsider his ‘captain’s call’

Malcolm Turnbull told question time on Wednesday Mal Brough’s “guilt or innocence is not determined by
public denunciation”. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Senator Cory Bernardi is the first government MP to publicly concede
that Mr Turnbull may need to consider his position in cabinet. Photo:

Alex Ellinghausen

Mr Turnbull returned from Paris talks to a question time dominated by ques-
tions on Mal Brough’s role in the James Ashby affair. Photo: Andrew Meares

Liberal senator Cory Ber-
nardi has suggested Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull
should take *“all events
into consideration” as he
considers the future of his
“captain’s call” for Spe-
cial Minister of State, Mal
Brough.

Senator Bernardi’s com-
ments came as Mr Turn-
bull stood by Mr Brough
amid increasing pressure
from Labor for the Prime
Minister to dump the min-
ister from his frontbench
over his role in the James
Ashby affair.

Senator Bernardi is the
first government MP to
publicly concede that Mr
Turnbull may need to con-

sider Mr Brough'’s position
in cabinet.

Mr Turnbull told question
time on Wednesday Mr
Brough had “answered
the questions put to him”
and “guilt or innocence is
not determined by public
denunciation”.

And Mr Brough back-
flipped on remarks he
made in an interview with
60 Minutes, telling the Par-
liament he did not ask for-
mer political staffer James
Ashby to make copies of
the diary of his then boss
Peter Slipper.

Mr Slipper was the Speak-
er at the time and the
Member for Fisher, a seat
Mr Brough went on to win

from Mr Slipper in the
2013 election.

The opposition devoted all
of its questions in question
time in the House of Repre-
sentatives on Wednesday
to Mr Brough’s role in the
Ashby affair and Mr Turn-
bull’s refusal to sack him.
Mr Brough has been ac-
cused of misleading the
Parliament after he said
on Tuesday a question put
to him by 60 Minutes had
been selectively edited.

60 Minutes later released
footage showing the only
cutting that had occurred
was to the “ums and ahs”
of the interviewer Liz
Hayes.

In that interview, Mr Brough
admitted he had asked Mr
Ashby to make copies of
then Mr Slipper’s diary.
But on Wednesday, when
asked by the same ques-
tion by Labor, Mr Brough
told the Parliament “no”,
he had not made such a
request.

In an interview with Fairfax
Media, Senator Bernardi
stopped short of calling
for Mr Brough to resign or,
at least, stand aside in the
short term.

But in comments that un-
derscore the pressure
on Mr Turnbull over his
choice for Special Minister
of State - and which echo
what many Liberal MPs are
saying privately - Senator
Bernardi said that “in the
end of the appointment of
ministers is always a cap-
tain’s call”.

“I'm sure the current cap-
tain will take all events into
consideration in determin-
ing Mr Brough’s future,”
he said.

“It is entirely a matter for
the two Malcolms.”

Asked if the affair was
damaging the govern-
ment, Senator Bernardi
said: “That’s for others to
make a judgment on. The
fact you are calling me
suggests it is not helpful”.
On Mr Turnbull’s first day
back in Parliament since
returning from climate
talks in Paris, Labor said
the Prime Minister had to
confront the issue, which
has dogged the govern-
ment since Australian Fed-
eral Police officers raided
Mr Brough and Mr Ashby’s
home two weeks ago.
“Given the Special Min-
ister of State misled the
Parliament yesterday, and
has misled the Parliament
again today, why hasn’t the
Prime Minister sacked the
Special Minister of State? ”
Deputy Opposition Leader
Tanya Plibersek said.

“I thank the honourable
member for her question.
And she would be very well
aware, as indeed would the
shadow attorney-general
be very well aware, that
guilt or innocence is not
determined by public de-
nunciation,” Mr Turnbull
replied.

“Here or anywhere else.
The Minister has answered
the questions put to him. |
thank the opposition for
their interest in this mat-
ter.”

Shadow-attorney general
Mark Dreyfus later moved
a motion to censure the
Prime Minister for his atro-
cious judgment for giving
the Minister the responsi-
bility for government integ-
rity and “for his complete
and utter failure to show
any leadership and sack
the Minister of State”.

The government used its
numbers to vote down the
censure motion.

Lucy Turnbullto run Great-
er Sydney Commission

Mrs Turnbull is a former lord

mayor of Sydney. Photo: Nic
Walker

Lucy Turnbull will head the
new organisation charged
with overseeing planning
and development across
Sydney.

Ms Turnbull, a former Lord
Mayor of Sydney, had
been favoured to be se-
lected to chair the Greater
Sydney Commission, a
new body with significant
powers to steer the future
direction of the city.

But industry sources say
government representa-
tives attempting to pro-
cure other staff for the
organisation are confirm-
ing that Ms Turnbull, the
Prime Minister’s wife, will
head the body.

“I have no comment to
make,” said Ms Turnbull,
who also chairs advocacy
group the Committee for
Sydney, when contacted
on Thursday.

Earlier, Ms Turnbull had
indicated her enthusiasm
for the job when Fairfax
Media revealed in October
she was under consider-
ation.

“If | was offered a role like
that it would be a very
great honour,” she said
then.

“The Greater Sydney
Commission has the great
potential to be a transfor-
mational way of having
a collaborative working
model for state and local
government which has
often not been the case
in metropolitan Sydney,”

she said.

The Greater Sydney Com-
mission will have the
power to create plans for
development and public
space across the city.

The idea is for the com-
mission to work with local
councils on the develop-
ment of planning controls,
but the commission will
retain the power to draw
up its own proposals if
councils are not agree-
able.

There will be 13 appoin-
tees to the commission,
including the chair, who
will report to Planning
Minister Rob Stokes.
There will also be inde-
pendent environment,
economic and  social
commissions, as well as
six district commission-
ers, nominated by coun-
cils but appointed by the
minister.

The heads of three govern-
ment departments — Plan-
ning and Environmental,
Transport for NSW, and
NSW Treasury — will sit on
the commission.

The Greens and some
heritage and conservation
groups have criticised the
powers attached to the
commission, which they
say could mean commu-
nities will lose control of
bushland and the environ-
ment.

“Every protection people
thought they had, every
bit of local order is all up
for grabs,” Mr Shoebridge
has said.

And planning experts have
questioned the merits of
the level of independence
granted the commission.
“Actually making the
plans, that’s a totally po-
litical choice, and | don’t
understand why you
would be putting that to
a body that’s not politi-
cal,” Amelia Thorpe, who
teaches planning, proper-
ty and environmental law
at the University of NSW,
has said.
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Joe Hockey’s secret plan to iIn-
crease GST to 15 per cent

John Howard, along with Peter Costello, called on Tony Abbott to sack

Joe Hockey. Photo: AAP

Joe Hockey showed the Treasury modelling to then prime minister
Tony Abbott — modelling that is now with his successor. Photo: Alex

Ellinghausen
The previous treasurer

Joe Hockey secretly pro-
posed an increase in the
GST rate from 10 per cent
to 15 per cent in his last
weeks in the post.

Mr Hockey was pressing
the then prime minister
Tony Abboit to adopt the
idea as part of a sweeping
reform plan, according to
authoritative sources.

Mr Hockey showed Mr
Abbott the Treasury mod-
elling of the proposed
changes, modelling that
is now with his succes-
sor, Treasurer Scott Mor-
rison.

The Turnbull government
has been careful to keep
all options for tax reform
in play. It has declined to
rule out an enlarged GST,
despite endless goading
by the Labor opposition.
The Hockey modelling,
originally produced at
the request of the states,
informs the Turnbull gov-
ernment’s thinking as it
weighs its tax reform op-
tions.

The proposal is disclosed
in part three of the Fairfax
Media series Shirtfronted.
In another revelation, both

John Howard and Peter
Costello were urging Mr
Abbott to sack Mr Hockey
from the Treasury post.
Mr Howard suggested that
Mr Abbott replace him
with Malcolm Turnbull to
reinvigorate the govern-
ment and its economic
narrative.

Mr Abbott rejected the ad-
vice of his mentor.

Mr Howard and Mr Cos-
tello — the duo that won
the 1998 election cam-
paigning for a GST — gave
their advice to Mr Abboftt
separately but were unit-
ed in the need for a new
treasurer.

Mr Abbott was wary of
Mr Turnbull’s ambitions:
“Turnbull doesn’t want to
be treasurer, he wants to
be prime minister,” was an
Abbott phrase. Scott Mor-
rison was another option,
but Mr Abbott thought his
loyalty suspect too.

Mr Abbott only decided
to, in effect, offer the job
to Mr Morrison in a des-
perate last gambit to save
the government.

The Hockey tax plan was
considered highly sensi-
tive and did not go before

the Abbott cabinet for de-
bate.

The prime minister was
interested in the plan but
non-committal, the sourc-
es said.

“At a minimum,” Mr Ab-
bott told Fairfax Media,
“we would have had mod-
est tax cuts based on
spending restraints.
“There were options for
more radical reform, but
whether we would have
plumped for one or anoth-
er would have depended
on developments over the
next few months, includ-
ing what sort of coopera-
tion we were going to get
from the states.”

Mr Hockey’s proposal
was designed to tax con-
sumption more but to tax
income less, the same
essential concept as the
Howard-Costello GST-
based reform.

The extra GST, worth
around $40 billion a year
after it had been phased
in over two to four years
according to the sources,
was to fund cuts to income
taxes and company taxes,
and pay compensation to
low income earners.

The Hockey plan did not
propose to expand the
GST coverage beyond the
existing tax base, so it
would not apply to fresh
food, education, health
or financial services, the
sources said.

This was because of the
complexities in taxing fi-
nancial services, and be-
cause of problems of fair-
ness in taxing the other
items.

Shirtfronted also reveals
who proposed the contro-
versial measures that be-
came the hallmarks of the
2014 budget.

That budget was the
threshold for the Abbott
government’s  standing
in the polls. Until the bud-
get, the government was
consistently ahead. After-
wards, it went permanent-
ly into a losing position.

Pets in the office are helping relieve
workplace stress

Meaghan Paterson with Scrappy, a bitzer. Photo: Edwina Pickles

Staff at Purina Petcare are
allowed bring their pets to
the office and say it helps
reduce stress levels and
improves communication.
The sound of a dog bark-
ing has been enough to
ease tensions in the high
pressured  environment
of the office.

At the Purina Petcare of-
fice in Sydney, employees
who bring their pets to
work say the animals help
lower stress levels and
any tension.

The Nestle building which
houses the Purina office
has also set aside time on
Wednesdays and Fridays
to help workers relax and
balance their workloads.
Lal Meyer, the country
business manager of Puri-
na Petcare Australia said
bringing pets to work is
part of the company DNA.
“There are many re-
searched health benefits
to owning a pet. We know
that pets help reduce
stress by helping reduce
blood pressure. They help
people relax and boost
immunity as kids grow
up,” he said.

Purina cites research from
Virginia Commonwealth
University published in

the International Journal
of Workplace Health Man-
agement in 2012 which
found employees felt less
stressed throughout the
day when a dog accompa-
nied them to work.

Pets in the workplace have
also encouraged employ-
ees to interact with one
other.

The Purina office is part of
a larger complex owned
by Nestle which holds
special days for pets at
work.

Mr Meyer said he has seen
workers relax as soon as
a pet approaches them in
the office.

“We’'ve been in meet-
ings with other divisions
where conversations can
become heated. As soon
as a dog or cat walks in,
they create a whole differ-
ent atmosphere. It actually
changes some conversa-
tions.”

The office cat Monty, a ball
of white fluff, “rules the
office” and commands the
respect of all the dogs.
Nestle has also created
“wellness Wednesdays”
at its head office in Rho-
des.

The wellness program
focuses on the physical,

mental and financial well-
being of staff.

“We’ve got a range of pro-
grams people can dip in
and out of, such as deep
relaxation and medita-
tion,” the spokeswoman
said.

“We’ve also got some
educational sessions for
a financial health check or
to discuss superannua-
tion.

“These programs are an
opportunity for employ-
ees to test the waters or
simply join in those well-
ness areas that interest
them.”

One employee said she
takes part in deep relax-
ation on Wednesdays.
“Even when the day is
incredibly busy | always
make this a priority. | get
to unwind and completely
tune out for 40 minutes to
recharge the batteries,”
she said.

“Those 40 minute ses-
sions not only make me
feel rejuvenated back at
my desk but the benefits
well and truly spill over
when | get home.
“Sometimes you hear the
odd person snoring at
some of the sessions, |
love that .. it means they
are completely relaxed.”
A spokeswoman for Nes-
tle said it had surveyed
employees who have
raised concerns about not
having enough time to fo-
cus on priorities.

In response, the compa-
ny has also introduced a
meeting-free period from
9am until \pm every Fri-
day.

“It’'s blocked out in ev-
eryone’s calendars,” the
spokeswoman said.

“We found that this in-
terruption-free time gives
people back some breath-
ing space to focus on
tasks that need extra at-
tention, or simply just
have head space to plan or
think ahead. How they use
the time is up to them.”
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365 Sydney Rd Coburg VIC 3058 - zaatar@
zaatar.com.au - Tel: (03) 99399494
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