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Attain your skills... the EASY way
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
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FONDATION MARONITE DANS LE MONDE
J[ P ]U ‘LI—IQJLO—” - < |

THE MARONITE FOUNDATION IN THE WORLD

LEBANON IS PROUD OF YOU
BE PROUD OF YOUR ROOTS

MARONITE FOUNDATION

PROUDLY PRESENTS

THE MARONITE ACADEMY INITIATIVE, 4" ANNUAL SESSION

ARE YOU OF LEBANESE DESCENT AND AGED BETWEEN 24 & 327
EAGER TO LEARN ABOUT LEBANON AND THE MARONITE HERITAGE?
REGISTER ONLINE FROM OCTOBER TILL MID-DECEMBER 2015

WIN A TRIP TO LEBANON!
from August 6 till August 21, 2016
TICKETS AND EXPENSES ARE FULLY COVERED BY THE MARONITE FOUNDATION

OUR GOALS

o To re-connect the ties between the Maronites in Lebanon and the Maronite Diaspora
o To strengthen the Maronite Heritage and legal affiliation to the land of Cedars
o To promote Lebanon as the spiritual land for the Maronites in the World

This event is in collaboration with the Holy Spirit University of Kaslik

www.maroniteacademy.com
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Or

Michael 0413561164

Residential and High rise Buildings.

AA CONCRETE & FORMVYWORK

We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit an
expression of interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial, Industrial

By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services, AA
can supply an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package.

AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for your
formwork and concreting. We can also provide in-house design schemes
specific for each one of your project including engineering for final
certification and approval, where required.
Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing requirements,
from fixed lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management system.
We have implemented a number of practical and targeted initiatives to
ensure the ongoing safety of our employees, sub-contractors and clients.
All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience, and
capability to supply services, ensuring our people are qualified to carry

out your tasks as required, maintaining a safe working environment for all
parties concerned thereby being able to deliver your projects on time and on
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u Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security requires gualified applicants for a variety of
positions all ocwer the Melbourme Metropaolitan area. To be
suitable to join cur team you must

» Hold a first Aid cerificate
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
= Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
» Speak fluent English

= Hawve excellent presemtation

= Be reliable
We have the following security posifions available;
Crowed Comntrol
{Events)

= RS5A cerificate
= Awailable 7 daysinighis

e G

F“--l--...-.l“ ll'u:l-l“l.ﬂl_'l

We hawe full time, part time and casual positions
available.

Previous Applicants need not apply

Mo recruitment co

Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105

1300 660 586 Fan: 1300 572 627
Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com_au
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Australia Phone Gards
:
. - » . > % ©

1 Jlaidl clillay gleif gras sl gy

i ol
gl o3 balely dudgall wlillally Sim Cardy f‘!a: e
"In .l

We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-Oéi)g-i-ll-! me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Free measure and quote
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

Al § Park NSW 2143
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BG Lic: 185750C

Glass & Glazing ;
For all your glazing needs
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*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
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753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au
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J

artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director

0410 606 786

arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
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Dear guests,

“We Are Lebanon” was the core theme and message
of the Lebanese Diaspora Energy Conference (LDE
2015). The second edition was held in May 2015, at-
tracting more than 1300 attendees from 13 countries.
The massively acclaimed event featured a conference

comprising numerous emigrants, as well as sectorial
meetings during which attendees were able to build
professional contacts, initiate joint projects, and mark
their success in their respective countries.

An official award ceremony was also held, in which
more than

80 successful Lebanese from various sectors were
honored for their achievements. The event also in-
cluded the launch of new Diaspora Houses and the
inauguration of the Diaspora Museum.

As part of its roadmap aspiring to further strengthen
the ties between Lebanese residents and emigrants
around the globe, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Emigrants presents, for the third consecutive year, the
“Lebanese Diaspora Energy” in its 2016 edition (LDE
2016). This unique event has become an annual ritual
celebrating the success stories of eminent figures of
Lebanese origins in all fields. This yearss event will
take place from May 5 till 1, 2016.

The Lebanese Diaspora Energy (LDE) seeks to show-
case the success stories of select Lebanese residents
and expatriates, and motivate them to stay connected,
while celebrating the Lebanese heritage and promot-
ing the positive image of Lebanon around the world.
LDE represents a one-of-a-kind occasion for Leba-
nese emigrants to return to their roots and develop
a valuable cultural and social connection with their
homeland.

The event also enables influential Lebanese residents
to meet thousands of leading Lebanese key players
and decision-makers from the Diaspora, and share
investment opportunities in Lebanon and abroad, as
well as ideas for a better management of Lebanon>s
assets.

Moreover, attendants benefit from a chance to network
with peers in similar sectors worldwide, which allows
for establishing lobbying initiatives and taking part in
the foreign policy-making regarding the Diaspora.
LDE is keen on highlighting Lebanon>s cultural spark
around the world through the different fields. It aims to

dilicg $3lgadl gy Juaaidll

promote Lebanon>s special imprint in the evolution of
human civilizations throughout history, while working
towards maintaining the special Lebanese essence
among nations, which blends the mobility of heritage
and the glamour of modernity.
LDE is a patriotic initiative by excellence designed to
support Lebanon. One of its objectives is to enact a
more active diplomacy by revitalizing diplomatic ef-
forts to enhance Lebanon>s economy, while safe-
guarding our nationality, identity, and culture. Togeth-
er, Lebanese residents and expatriates can restore the
world>s trust in the economy of Lebanon.
On a more practical level, various on-ground proj-
ects have been promoted by the Lebanese Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants such as (Lebanon
Connect, Learn Arabic, Diaspora House, Diaspora
Museum, Lebanese school, among others), in order
to implement a strong sense of belonging to this free
nation.
On behalf of the Lebanese Government, | would like
to congratulate the Lebanese who are spread all over
the world for the approval of a new legislation, namely
the “Law of Lebanese Citizenship Retrieval” which is
considered to be one of the historic Lebanese legisla-
tions ever achieved, it enables our country to benefit
from its greatest native treasure, its valued citizens
who exist abroad.
This legislation which we call “The Dream” is the fruit
to a win of a long fought political battle by many Leba-
nese nationals who believed in safeguarding the as-
sets of our country and in protecting its integrity and
the identity of its citizens, and by this decision, today
we enter a long road of a toilsome task which
requires the participation of all Lebanese in encour-
aging those of Lebanese descent to return to their na-
tive nationality without abandoning their other country
Australia, the country that embraced them and looked
after them when they had to flee their homeland to es-
cape hunger, massacres and political displacement or
financial alienation.
The Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emi-
grants is about to initiate the biggest ever national
scheme to enable those Lebanese who were long
denied their Lebanese citizenship, to re-acquire it
and pave their way to reconnecting with their mother
country on political, economic and cultural levels.
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People s movement is a step towards a
major change in Lebanon.

You are invited to our 91st anniversary
LCP 8 pm Saturday the 28th of
November, at the CFMEU building
12 Railway St., Lidcombe NSW. Free
entry with music, songs, snack drinks
available & welcome to bring your own
plate & drink.
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PORCELLANATO I

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22/ 24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel- 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard) ’

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! Lo)Sw &5 i & gilidlu 394 giudd¥ld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > LzsdeiSilly Embaill dusl 3o Jlo Soimas il dadll

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly omddighly oailiadl il 8 sdilae aaig (ke 394
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies osibiddl 393 dcgdl (0 wosdis d2)0 Lo o LSy O
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadluy ol g iy
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LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO FickesdonalTH ng Equipmeni ADHESIVES - SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

Ba AQUASEAL s

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll ) .l ]

And rr?uch much more iploatl Sl
(Showroom) yaydl dlua
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165 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis NSW - P: 9791 1321 - M: 0414 22 55 77- -Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.co
Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria
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195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
Adelaide
REESR 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869
' Eade — 3 Perth:

68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs¢t I N Austral’ia"

i

Lt | At (D (FoN I ool Auiiw 9o
Pizza - Pasta - 0239l pgkan Al wpnad| Lgirlua
asdlondly aciod| deus A Lalc 0+

Steak - Seafood 3, ., cesle - hibias - Gasks - (3ia9

v B gl el Bl ¥l HISH

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adlal .. i
VIC 3053 dad LS (g (ol 5 ilor ot 9o guid | ikt 3o
Ph 03 9347 1630 auS el il 3l | ST (w0

Fax 03 9348 1112 LysoiSab B el yiud g3
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almazo Beer

Gt 9 okt
w2 e Ac-lal
pos=sillalle Lo Jo¥l

dnle S - 3w alacl - Silales - zl9) - duglad
Sllid| a9 dald g
oo @ QA 03 pims Q3 Qe opiin)
Ph:03 9354 46863
Mob: 0418175417 or 0425 622 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

Make it a lebanese summer 98B |k — :

Classica PL

Ol Lo we acldl | (gl
12 Lincoln Street
exusicaic ||| B ol oilagd! Hlddl <igua

Tel: 03 9383 5222 i ‘9.“ l O |
Telopia Liquor Store SS.G e

55 Adderton Road . . :
Telopia NSW 2117 acbuadl (e 9‘?-,‘)' @ gl S shuse
Tel: 02 9871 4295 ;l il ‘mu‘." &| uﬁw'

il | DL Al g9 3V 81 ond | duss

¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS,
. Registered Migration Agent
)) 9 MARN; 1174229
= FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\! CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.

didg Mlea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy s
change! IPS g-\ﬂ-?
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Secur ltY
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *

Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)}.d" Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
IPS Security requires Sﬁgﬁ;:ggcaebplicants for a variety of Tl % Al Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be 2 s o= experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
suitable to join our team you must: o e *Permanent Visas
e Hold a first Aid certificate &t A*.d"" *Temporary Visas
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘3‘ gSSIrIr *Citizenship
- . . *Visa Cancellation
¢ Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . D i
"o s eportation
e Speak fluent English J"u‘j o>

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
e Have excellent presentation Aty dwl ﬂ |

e Be reliable )hﬂi-j z“w‘

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control

o2 g ialeadly dagladlg 719 1 ul g Rubaime) pgad
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
(Events) ddlie *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions Hekk 0457555555 :‘iz)." ‘,‘G Jlﬂsw

Patrol positions

We have full time, part time and casual positions .o & . .
available. Y] o>
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 .

~ No recruitment companies d'“'" A %8 - w . - " . v e W
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . < Oﬁ&" GM ‘}\.ﬂ.ﬂ 0)@4-" w Welae QAR b @ ps-'kl.y?‘ &Q{J
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax; 1300572 627 <Ml B gay 0413805930 : @yl ke (otbad (33 5ubgad
_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r *
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‘We will not let them win’ Malcolm Turnbull

The House of Representatives observe a moment of silence as a mark of re-
spect for victims of the terrorist attacks in Paris, at the start of question time

on Monday. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

“The terrorists want us to bend to
their will, to be frightened...”: Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull. Photo:
Andrew Meares

Australia’s diversity is one
of its greatest strengths
and Australians must “pro-
tect and defend it dearly”
in the aftermath of terrorist
attacks in Europe and the
Middle East, Prime Minis-
ter Malcolm Turnbull has
said.

In his first statement to
Parliament since the Par-
is attacks that killed 130
people, Mr Turnbull said
Australia should not aban-
don its values as “the most
successful and harmoni-
ous multicultural society
in the world”.

“The richness of our diver-
sity is one of our nation’s
greatest strengths and we
must protect and defend it
dearly,” Mr Turnbull said
on Monday during ques-
tion time.

“The terrorists want us
to bend to their will, to be
frightened, to change the
way we go about our lives,
to abandon our values.

“If we do that, they win and
they will not win, we will
not let them win.”

Mr Turnbull said the Paris
attacks highlighted the
need for international co-
operation to defeat Islamic
State.

The government’s national
security committee met on
Monday but has not an-
nounced any increase to
Australia’s existing mili-
tary involvement in Syria
and Iraq.

The Prime Minister is advo-
cating a political solution
to the crisis and also said
governments had to find
ways to more effectively
counter the “corrupting
message of ISIL”, particu-
larly in schools and online.
“This will not be an easy
fight, nor will it be quick.
But our mission to disrupt,
degrade and destroy the
terrorists is making prog-
ress,” he said.

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten told Parliament
the “same scenes of sad-
ness and trauma are being
played out across Leba-
non, Mali, and France as
people slowly come to
grips with the evil deeds of
the past fortnight”.

“Mr Speaker, it does not
matter what faith terror-
ists invoke, if they invoke
a faith, it does not matter
what imagined injustice
they pretend have to suf-
fered, it does not matter
what name terrorists

claim to act in or what flag
they wave,” he said.
“Regardless of the reli-
gious symbol they claim
to love, the nightmare is al-
ways the same - spreading
fear, inciting hatred and
division.”

The government has
agreed to resetitle 12,000
refugees from Syria and
Iraq.

Immigration Minister Peter
Dutton told the House of
Representatives on Mon-
day that 2800 people were
under consideration at
the moment. He said they
had had their security and
health checks, or were in
the process of doing so.
“But I have been very clear
and | repeated again today
- we are not going to com-
promise in relation to any
of these matters ,” Mr Dut-
ton said.

“If we see a concern, if we
see a security concern in
one of these applications,
that application will be put
aside and we will consider
the next application in the
pile.”

UN’s Ban Ki-moon urges Australia to rethink
refugee policy in extraordinary rebuke

United Nations Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon. Photo: Mary Altaffer

The world’s top diplomat
has issued an extraordi-
nary plea to Prime Minis-
ter Malcolm Turnbull over
Australia’s asylum seeker
policy, voicing unease
over offshore detention
and urging him to recon-
sider the nation’s entire
border protection regime.
United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon met
Mr Turnbull on the mar-
gins of the ASEAN Sum-
mit in Kuala Lumpur last

week, trading his usual
soft diplomacy for stron-
ger language when dis-
cussing refugees and mi-
grants in the Asia-Pacific
region.

In a statement, the United
Nations said Mr Ban “ex-
pressed concern over
the detention conditions
in Australia’s offshore
processing centres” and
encouraged Mr Turnbull
to “reconsider” Opera-
tion Sovereign Borders,
Australia’s military-led
regime to combat people
smuggling and oversee
borders.

Counter-terrorism domi-
nated talks at the 18-
nation summit, one of
a string of international
meetings attended by Mr

New Board Appointed To Ambulance Victoria

On the first day of coming
to office, the Andrews La-
bor Government declared
an end to the war on para-
medics and referred the is-
sue of paramedics’ pay to
the independent umpire.
The Ambulance Victoria
Board was replaced and
a new Acting Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer was ap-
pointed, and previously
secret data about ambu-
lance response times was
released.

Today, almost exactly one
year since coming to of-
fice, the most recent re-
sponse time data shows
that response times are
improving in comparison
to the same time last year,
and the Labor Govern-
ment has announced the
new Board of Ambulance
Victoria.

The Board, which will be
chaired by highly respect-
ed former Victoria Police
Chief Commissioner Ken
Lay APM, will play a ma-
jor role driving cultural
change and modernisa-
tion of the Victoria’s am-
bulance service, and will
implement key recommen-
dations of the Ambulance
Performance and Policy
Consultative Committee.
The Committee will pro-
vide its final recommenda-
tions in December.

The Board, which has
been appointed from 1
December 2015 until 30
June 2018, will be:

« Ms Tasneem Chopra

« Ms Susanne Clarke

* Ms Suzanne Evans

» Dr Joanna Flynn

* Mr lan Forsyth

e Mr Michael Gorton

» Mr Peter Lewinsky

- Mr Greg Smith

These appointees are all
leaders in their respective
fields, with proven exper-
tise in clinical governance,
community engagement,
executive = management,
finance and auditing, in-
dustrial relations, law, and
risk management With
half of the new appointees
announced today being
women, the Board repre-
sents the diversity of our
community, with members
from culturally diverse
backgrounds, and from
both metropolitan and ru-
ral areas.

The Board’s top priorities
will be to develop a stra-
tegic plan, appoint a per-
manent Chief Executive
Officer, oversee improved
service performance and
culture, and improve links
between Ambulance Victo-
ria and the broader health
system, so that Victorians
can get the care they need
in a timely way.

Already, significant chang-
es have been made over
the last eleven months to
improve Victoria’s ambu-
lance services, and the
Government invested an
extra $99 million in am-
bulance services in the
2015-16 Victorian Budget
to deliver more ambulance
services, upgrade ambu-
lance branches, and pro-
vide new and replacement
vehicles and equipment.
Quotes attributable to
Minister for Ambulance
Services, Jill Hennessy

“On our very first day in
government, we ended
the Liberals’ war on para-
medics. Now, we’re tak-
ing another key step to
rebuild our ambulance
service by appointing a
new Board who will bring
fresh leadership to Am-
bulance Victoria.”

“This new Board will
work hard to restore pub-
lic confidence in Ambu-
lance Victoria, and create
a healthier workplace for
paramedics so they can
do what they do best,
which is saving lives.”
“These individuals bring
outstanding skills, knowl-
edge, experience and
diversity in corporate
governance, especially
within Victoria’s health
sector.”

Turnbull less than three
months into the job.

It came as the Australian
navy turned away a sus-
pected asylum seeker
boat from Christmas Is-
land on Friday, and as
Australia prepares to ac-
cept 12,000 refugees flee-
ing devastation in Syria.
The UN statement said Mr
Ban acknowledged Aus-
tralia’s longstanding com-
mitment to refugee re-
settlement, but appealed
to Mr Turnbull to “share
responsibilities”.

The pair reportedly dis-
cussed problems in Syria
and Iraq and exchanged
views on preventing vio-
lent extremism.

“The Secretary-General
indicated that he is pre-
paring a comprehensive
Plan of Action to Prevent
Violent Extremism for pre-
sentation to the General
Assembly in the begin-
ning of 2016, and looked
forward to the support of
Australia,” the statement
said.

It is understood the lan-
guage used in the Unit-
ed Nations statement is
stronger than that Mr Ban
used personally when
speaking to Mr Turnbull.
Speaking to reporters in
Kuala Lumpur over the
weekend, Mr Turnbull said
recent terrorist attacks in
Paris and Bamako had
focused attention on how
to counter violent extrem-
ism.

“We are intensifying our
co-operation on counter
terrorism with all of our
partners in the region.
Sharing intelligence, of
course, is of critical im-
portance,” he said, adding
that countering terrorist
messaging on social me-
dia was also a high prior-
ity.

Mr Ban and Mr Turnbull
also discussed climate
change and negotiations
ahead of global climate
talks in Paris later this
month.

Mr Ban “encouraged Aus-
tralia to lead efforts to
ensure a low-carbon, cli-
mate-resilient future,” the
UN statement said.
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Tax questions: Malcolm Turnbull asks to have
his company removed from exclusive list

Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull has sought to dis-
tance himself from one of
the most elite groupings in
Australia, whose members
include Kerry Stokes, Harry
Triguboff and Lindsay Fox
- the so-called “grandfa-
thered” list of businesess.
With the Senate set to again
debate the issue of tax
transparency among the
largest private Australian
companies on Tuesday, Mr
Turnbull will ask to have
one of his private invest-
ment companies, Turnbull &
Partners Holdings Pty Ltd,
removed from the grandfa-
thered list

The 1500 companies on the
list do not have to submit
audited annual financial ac-
counts, including tax con-
tributions, to the corporate
regulator the Australian
Securities and Investment
Commission (ASIC).

ASIC recently recommend-
ed the list be torn up due
to the “inequity” it creates
with thousands of other
large private companies
that are forced to file ac-
counts. Treasury also said
it should be dumped in
2006.

Tax transparency cam-
paigners say the grandfa-
thered list was a large part
of their motivation to lobby
for a law - which the Turn-
bull government is seek-
ing to rescind - that would
force the largest private
companies to disclose the
most basic of tax informa-
tion each year.

According to a leaked
list from 2011, grandfa-
thered companies include
scandal-plagued 1-Eleven
stores, Ramsay Healthcare
— formerly owned by the
deceased Liberal Party do-
nor Paul Ramsay, Red Lea
Chickens, swimwear brand
Seafolly, Mr Triguboff’s
Meriton Apartments and Mr
Stokes’ private investment
vehicle Australian Capital
Equity.

Blundstone, Bob Jane,
Akubra Hats and Reebok
Australia have also been
grandfathered since 1995,
when a a group includ-

ing Linfox, the Myer fam-
ily, Yalumba wines and Mr
Stokes’ Australian Capital
Equity argued that it would
be unfair to force estab-
lished companies under a
new regime of transparen-
cy that now dominates the
corporate landscape.

Under the Keating Labor
government it was decided
that established private
companies that fitted two
of three criteria would be
exempt from lodging finan-
cial accounts with ASIC: 50
employees, $12.5 million in
assets and $25 million in
turnover.

Mining billionaire  Gina
Rinehart, who was fined
$130,000 in August for fil-
ing accounts late with ASIC,
has argued that her com-
panies should be on the
grandfathered list. There is
even a secondary market -
similar to the trade in taxi li-
cence plates - for business
names on the list.

Turnbull & Partners Hold-
ings, which was originally
the investment bank co-
founded by Mr Turnbull and
Nick Whitlam, the son of
former Labor prime minister
Gough Whitlam, has been
on the list since 1995.

Its former directors include
the convicted businessman
Rodney Adler, Kerry Packer
and Mr Turnbull’s close
friend Bruce McWilliam,
commercial director at the
Seven Network.

Lucy Turnbull and Mr Turn-
bull are now the sole direc-
tors.

ASIC documents show the
company has remained
largely inactive until it was
used in July and August
to make investments in a
number of Wall Street funds
including the Wisdom Tree
hedge fund.

Fairfax Media approached
the Prime Minister’s office
on Monday but a spokes-
man said the company had
been inactive for more than
a decade and could not be
compared to other grandfa-
thered companies.

That advice was altered
on Monday night and the
spokesman said Mr Turn-

bull would request ASIC
take the company off the
grandfathered list.

Before that, Mark Zirnsak,
a Uniting Church represen-
tative of the Tax Justice
Network, said the Prime
Minister should “show
leadership” by removing
his company from the list.
“It’s not a good look for the
PM to be seen as someone
benefiting from provisions
that promote tax secrecy.
It is disappointing that this
government has wound
back the tiny bit of corpo-
rate {transparency intro-
duced by the former gov-
ernment,” said Mr Zirnsak.
His reference was to laws
that would have required
the Australian Tax Office to
publish the tax contribution
of private companies with
revenues over $100 million
from December.

But the Turnbull govern-
ment is fighting to shield
large private companies,
many of whom are on the
grandfathered list, from hav-
ing to disclose three simple
figures: revenue, taxable
revenue and tax paid.

The Coalition scrapped the
requirement but in a stun-
ning change of heart this
month, crossbenchers Nick
Xenophon and Ricky Muir
reversed their previous po-
sition in support of an ex-
emption for privately owned
companies with revenues
of more than $100 million a
year.

The Greens, supported
by Labor, led the push to
reverse the exemption in
response to a Fairfax Me-
dia investigation, which re-
vealed one of the key stake-
holder organisations used
to justify exempting the
largest private companies
was actually a front group
without any members.

The Family Office Insti-
tute Australia, which was
quoted at length in a Senate
committee report, was es-
tablished in August by two
lawyers and a Canberra lob-
byist who represent Austra-
lia’s ultra-rich in disputes
with the Australian Tax Of-
fice.

Government rushing to pass Medicare safety net
changes despite calls to release impact modelling

Health Minister Sussan Ley says multiple changes to the safety net over years has made it “overly complex”.

Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Liberal Senator Zed Seselja. Photo: Jeffrey Chan

The Turnbull government
is rushing to pass chang-
es to the Medicare safety
net without releasing de-
tails on the extent of their
impact on chronically ill
patients.

The bill, which will lower
the thresholds needed to
access benefits for out-
of-hospital services while
capping the amount pay-
able for individual servic-
es once these have been
reached, has faced fierce
opposition from psychi-
atric, oncology and IVF
groups concerned it will
make services unafford-
able for some patients.

A government-controlled
Senatecommittee, chaired
by Liberal Senator Zed
Seselja recommended
on Monday that data that
revealed the expected
impact of the changes be
released, saying failing to
do so had partly “caused
unnecessary angst and
confusion” among stake-
holders.

The government on
Wednesday passed the
changes in the House of

Representatives and in-
troduced them to the Sen-
ate without making the
recommended changes
to the bill’s explanatory
memorandum. It has yet
to respond to the Senate
committee’s report.

The government has one
sitting week left this year
to pass the bill, which it
had planned to come into
effect on January 1 to
save $266.T7 million over
five years. Health Minister
Sussan Ley has said this
will be re-directed into the
Medical Research Future
Fund.

It is unclear whether the
changes will pass the
Senate, with Labor op-
posed, and the Greens
and a number of cross-
bench senators yet to de-
cide if they will support
them.

Ms Ley told Parliament on
Wednesday that multiple
changes to the safety net
over years had made it
“overly complex and fail-
ing to support those who
need it most”.

Labor had exaggerated

the extent to which the
changes would raise out-
of-pocket expenses, she
said, “blithely mouthing
the inflated numbers pro-
vided to them by vested
interests...”

The average cost of a
standard radiation oncol-
ogy treatment under the
proposed changes would
rise $23, leaving patients
with about $2649 in out-
of-pocket costs, Ms Ley
said. The average cost of
an initial IVF cycle would
rise slightly from $2720
to $2730, while the cost
of a second cycle would
increase from $5085 fto
$5398.

Ms Ley said the changes
were needed to address
the inequality in the cur-
rent system which “pays
patients in some of Aus-
tralia’s wealthiest sub-
urbs an average of $60
of safety net benefits per
capita versus just $2 per
capita in more disadvan-
taged areas”’.

“Those from the most dis-
advantaged areas rarely
access the safety net
because they never pay
sufficient out of pocket
costs to meet the very
high thresholds. That is
principally because Aus-
tralia enjoys a very high
and growing bulk billing
rate.”

Introducing caps on ben-
efits for out-of-hospital
services would also re-
duce any incentive for
doctors to charge exces-
sive fees, she said.
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Clive Palmer revives explosive claims against
Mal Brough over James Ashby affair

Mal Brough and Clive Palmer at Parliament House in Canberra on Tuesday. Photo: Andrew Meares

Clive Palmer uses par-
liamentary privilege to
claim Mal Brough asked
him to fund the legal case
of James Ashby against
former speaker Peter
Slipper in 2012.

Mal Brough is under re-
newed pressure to ex-
plain his role in the torrid
Peter Slipper affair, with
Labor escalating its at-
tack and Clive Palmer re-
viving sensational claims
the Special Minister of
State asked him to fund
a $200,000 /egal case to
“destroy” his political ri-
val.

Mr Palmer was a long-
time member of and ma-
jor political donor to the
Liberal National Party be-
fore he quit in protest and
formed the Palmer United
Party.

Under parliamentary priv-
ilege, Mr Palmer told the
House of Representatives
on Wednesday that Mr
Brough asked him in April
2012 to fund Mr Ashby’s
legal case, which he said
to he understood to be
worth around $200,000.
Mr Brough won the
Queensland seat of Fish-
er from Mr Slipper at the
2013 election.

“The current member for
Fisher at the meeting re-
quested | fund the legal
costs of Mr Ashby and
while no exact figure was
discussed with the mem-
ber for Fisher, who later
ran against Mr Slipper in
Fisher, | understood the
cost would be at least
$200,000,” Mr Palmer

said.

“The member for Fish-
er stated to me that we
needed to destroy Peter
Slipper.”

“I refused the request
from the member for
Fisher, I did not think it
was appropriate then and
I don’t think it is now that
a person funds another
person’s legal action, de-
signed to cause a third
party’s demise for politi-
cal reasons.”

It is not the first time Mr
Palmer has made the
claim and Mr Brough has
in the past denied asking
Mr Palmer to help bring
down Mr Slipper.

But the case is back in
the spotlight after the
Australian Federal Police
recently raided the homes
of Mr Brough and James
Ashby. Mr Ashby was a
former political aide to Mr
Slipper and accused the
former speaker of sexual
harassment. Police are
investigating whether any
criminal offence occurred
when Mr Brough said in
a media interview that he
urged Mr Ashby to make
copies of Mr Slipper’s di-
ary, which were leaked to
the media.

Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull elevated the
Member for Fisher from
the backbench to the se-
nior ministry after top-
pling Tony Abbott in Sep-
tember. Mr Brough was
one of Mr Turnbull’s key
backers.

Comment is being sought
from Mr Brough.

Mr Palmer spoke in sup-
port of a Labor-instigated
Matter of Public Impor-
tance debate after ques-
tion time.

Shadow attorney-general
Mark Dreyfus also used
the debate to question Mr
Turnbull’'s judgment in
appointing Mr Brough as
Special Minister of State.

“Australians are meant to
accept that a man who is
by his own admission un-
der investigation by the
Australian Federal Police
for criminal wrongdoing
is fit to set standards for
propriety in public office,’
Mr Dreyfus said.

“And this is not just about
the member for Fisher,
the man who we can now
see would do anything to
advance his own inter-
ests, to realise his ambi-
tions and to return to the
Parliament.

“No, this is about the
judgment of the man who
has fulfilled those ambi-
tions — the new Prime
Minister

“This is about the judg-
ment of a prime minis-
ter who appoints as his
minister for government
integrity a discredited fig-
ure over whom loom al-
legations of serious mis-
conduct.

“The judgment of a Prime
Minister who stands by
the member for Fisher
even after he has been
raided by the Australian
Federal Police, even as
the Australian Federal
Police are considering
charges against him.”

Private colleges threatened with deregistration

Two private colleges - in-
cluding one with transfer
arrangements with six uni-
versities - have been threat-
ened with deregistration by
the federal watchdog for
dodgy marketing practices,
enrolling students without
their knowledge and low-
quality courses.

The Australian Skills Qual-
ity Authority on Wednesday
announced its intention to
deregister Cornerstone In-
vestments, which operates
as Empower Institute, and
the Australian Institute of
Professional Education for
failing to comply with regu-
lations.

Cornerstone received $46
million last year in federal
government loans but its
students had a pass rate of
just 5 per cent.

The Empower Institute -
which offers diplomas in
business, management and
early childcare - has a cam-
pus in Blacktown, Sydney,
and a head office in Para-
matta.

The Australian Institute
of Professional Education
claims to have 1000 stu-
dents enrolled at its campus
in the Sydney CBD.

If deregistered, students at
the colleges will no longer
be eligible for government
loans.

ASQA’s threat is the lat-
est move to lift standards
in the scandal-plagued pri-
vate college sector which
has been beset by claims of
rorting and abuse over re-
cent months.

On Tuesday ASQA an-
nounced it had cancelled
the registration of the Phoe-
nix Institute, the private
college at the centre of a
Fairfax Media investiga-
tion for luring vulnerable
Australians, including the
disabled, into courses. The
Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission
has also launched legal
action against the college
and called for it to pay back
$106 million to the Com-
monwealth.

An ASQA probe found the
Empower Institute had not
complied with regulations
regarding student recruit-
ment and marketing by third
party brokers. The college
was also found to have in-

sufficient trainers and as-
sessors and not to have
complied with the rules on
providing fee and payment
information.

ASQA has also threatened
the Australian Institute of
Professional Education
(AIPE) with deregistration
after receiving complaints it
had signed students up for
courses and debts without
their knowledge or permis-
sion.

AIPE’s website says it has
pathway arrangements
with six universities - the
University of Technology
Sydney, Western Sydney
University, the University of
Wollongong, the Australian
Catholic University, Charles
Sturt University and Central
Queensland University.

In a statement the college
acknowledged it had em-
ployed “unscrupulous bro-
kers and agents [who] do
not have the students’ best
interest at heart”.

“We are accountable for
our mistakes and have now
cancelled most of our exter-
nal contracts, instead de-
veloping in-house student
support and recruitment,”
AIPE said.

“In recognition of the impact
our shortcomings have had
and not wishing to put any
students at a disadvantage,
we have proactively worked
with the government to re-
verse students’ debts.”
Both colleges have until
December to respond to
ASQA’s intention to with-
draw their registration.
Other colleges including the
Holmesglen Institute - one
of Victoria’s largest TAFE
colleges - were found to be
non-compliant and asked to
show improvements.

ASQA received 110 com-
plaints last year about pro-
viders in the VET FEE-HELP
scheme, leading it to un-
dertake an audit of 21 col-
leges.

Ashby Slipper affair: Mal Brough should
stand aside, says Bill Shorten

Mal Brough, the newly ap-
pointed Special Minister of
State, is still under investiga-
tion by AFP reports 60 Min-
utes on Sunday.

Mal Brough should stand
aside while police investigate
the James Ashby affair Labor
Leader Bill Shorten has said,
in an escalation of the oppo-
sition’s pursuit of the Special
Minister of State.

Mr Brough has previously ad-
mitted to encouraging James
Ashby, a former aide to Mr
Brough>s political rival Peter
Slipper, to make copies of the
former Speaker’s diary. These
were then leaked to the media
in a bid to damage Mr Slipper,
who subsequently lost the
seat of Fisher to Mr Brough at
the 2013 election.

Australian Federal Police raid-
ed the homes of Mr Brough
and Mr Ashby in connection
with their investigation into
whether any laws were broken
in copying and distributing
the diary records of Mr Slip-
per, a former Commonwealth
officer.

Labor has pursued Mr Brough
in question time this week
culminating in Mr Shorten’s
call for the Special Minister of
State to stand aside.

“The Special Minister of State
is in charge of government in-
tegrity. | think that it’s not just
a matter of whether or not Mal
Brough should stand aside,
which he probably should, it's
now becoming a matter of Mal-
colm Turnbulks judgment on
why he won>t act,” Mr Shorten
said on Thursday.

Mr Brough has repeatedly
refused to step aside and de-
clined to comment on Thurs-
day.

The James Ashby affair was
one of the most torrid in re-
cent political history.

Mr Ashby claimed Mr Slipper
sexually harassed him but
his case was tossed out of
the federal court, with Justice
Rares saying it was politically
motivated. Mr Ashby chal-
lenged the finding and on ap-
peal won the right to pursue
the case but dropped his case
entirely a few months later,
citing legal costs.

On Wednesday, the former
LNP donor turned Palmer Unit-
ed party leader Clive Palmer
revived his sensational claims
in Parliament that Mr Brough
has asked him in 2012 to fund
Mr Ashby>s case against Mr
Slipper, possibly up to the
tune of $200,000.
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