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WHICHDIIN

ABN: 85 806 130 998

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel

: 02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

Finess

Dulux Wash & Wear

20 L From $98
Taubmans Endure 15L $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196

warehouse@hotmail.com

15 L $165 | — &
Dulux Weathershield 15 L $175 G| ﬁ‘g—ﬂg wIPYY Qo bt 300

Apco

Apco

20 L Jleaudlt
$110 o2 jlatly b ludf

20 L (3x1...Sealer,
Primer,Undercoaty, $110

Apco 20 L aduu $85

. oo

oo

Alaet

BLS Yyl

YL gt 19 (ks y

S gt At

4 Litres

2 Pack Epoxy
Pool Paint
$160
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Re: Terrorist attack in
Beirut, Lebanon.

When the terrible news of
the series of co-ordinated
terrorist attacks in Paris
on 13th Friday came to us
we were simply stunned
and shocked. We were
equally

stunned and shocked
when we also learned of
the terrorist attacks in
Bourj Al Baraajineh in
South Beirut on Thursday
12 November, which un-
fortunately received less
publicity.

We strongly condemn the
callousness of the perpe-
trators as they murdered
at least A1 innocent peo-
ple and wounded many,
many more. We join in
spirit with the Lebanese
Prime Minister Tammam

TIES COUNCIL OF NEW SOUTH

WALES

Salam in calling for unity
in the face of attempts to
create strife in Lebanon.

On behalf of the Multicul-
tural Communities Coun-
cil of NSW, representing
Australians of all diverse
backgrounds, we wish to
convey our sincere con-
dolences to the families
of the victims who died
needlessly at the hands
of those terrorists. We
also hope and pray for
those wounded to quick-
ly recover, and for those
suffering life-threatening
injuries to soon move
from a critical to a stable
condition. Although Leba-
non and Australia are far
apart geographically but
we share the grief of the
families of the victims and
the plight of the Lebanese

people and in particu-
lar the Australian Leba-
nese Community and our
thoughts go out to them
on their national day of
mourning Please convey
our message to the Leba-
nese Government and to
the members of the Leba-
nese Community in Aus-
tralia.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Anthony Pun, OAM
Email correspondence Chair
Dr Anthony Pun, OAM tony-
pun@hotmail.com or

Email correspondence to Sec-
retary General Mr Raymond
Arraj
rayarraj@optusnet.com.au
His Excellency Milad Raad
Charge d’Affaires of the Em-
bassy of Lebanon, CANBER-
RA

Email: lebanemb@tpg.com.au
Dear Mr Raad,
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Multicultural and Indigenous Media celebrated at NSW Parliament House

The 2015 Multicultural and Indigenous Media Awards
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The Ath annual Multicul-
tural and Indigenous Me-
dia Awards (MIMA) dinner
presentation were held
last Wednesday night at
NSW Parliament House.

Representatives from
Multicultural and Indig-
enous media outlets,
Members of Parliament
and community represen-
tatives joined together to
recognise and celebrate
the achievements of mul-
ticultural and Indigenous
media.

“Tonight - is all about the
journalists in our com-
munities who are at the
frontline of multicultural-
ism and Indigenous Aus-
tralia. This is but a small
tribute to all the tireless
work that you do.” The
Hon. Shaoqueit Mosel-
mane, Chairperson of the

Awards, said.

“For me, the idea of hav-
ing a MIMA was simple,
but long overdue. Multi-
cultural and Indigenous
media had never been
celebrated in a specific
event acknowledging
their achievements and
in particular the many
talented migrant and In-
digenous Journalists who
have been serving their
communities through
multicultural media yet go
unrecognised” said the
Chair of MMA, the Hon
Shaoqueit = Moselmane
MLC.

The Multicultural & Indig-
enous Media Awards are
intended to recognise
excellence among jour-
nalists,  photographers,
editors and publishers as
well as to encourage and

recognise their significant
service to Multicultural
and Indigenous Australia.
Australia’s ethnic media
has come a long way.
From the foreign Ian-
guage press, as it was
called, viewed with sus-
picion, as a hindrance to
assimilation, to an impor-
tant voice serving mullti-
cultural Australia.
Similarly, Indigenous-
specific media has made
significant strides in pro-
moting community issues
and putting community
agenda on the national
platform. From its grass-
roots origins Indigenous
Media is staking a hold
in the mainstream while
retaining its authenticity
and Indigenous political
discourse.

This empowerment of In-

digenous people through
Indigenous specific me-
dia is engaging the high-
est public institutions in
our nation, and has high-
lighted Indigenous issues
long untold.

The Award Winners were:
News Reporting Award
was won by Mr Pawan Lu-
thra of Indian Link Media
Group.

Online News Coverage
was won by Mr Shant
Soghomonian of Arme-
nian Media Incorporated.
Indian Link Media Group
continued their success-
ful evening taking out the
award for Photographer
of the Year, to Mr Sachin
Wakhare.

Miss Margherita Angeluc-
ci of Il Globo/La Fiamma
won the award for Edito-

Yo« Lniwar ik . TN
An Nahar Newspaper

HALE OF Bt

rial Reporting, and this
award was accepted on
her behalf by La Fiamma
Chief Editor Armando
Tornari. Ms Violi Calvert
of the Filipino Australian
was humbled by her vic-
tory in the category of
Coverage of Community
Affairs.

The Encouragement
Award was presented to
13 year old Miss Nata-
lie Sukkarieh, who im-
pressed the gathering
with a speech stating how
she loves investigative
journalism and to bring
the truth to light.

The Hall of Fame Award
had two recipients this
year, first to Editor in
Chief of the An-Nahar
Arabic newspaper, Mr An-
war Harb AM, for bringing
news and analysis to the

Lebanese and Arabic-
speaking  communities
since 1978.

The second hall of fame
Award went to Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of the
Sing Tao Daily Mr Simon
Ko, who has been in the
media business and at
the helm of Sing Tao for
1T years bringing local,
international news to the
Chinese Australian com-
munity.

The Young Journalist of
the Year was won by the
Indian Telegraph’s Arijit
Banarjee and the most
prestigious award of the
night, Journalist of the
Year award was won by
Ms Natalie Ahmat of NITV
News, who dedicated her
award to her small but
hard working team of col-
leagues.
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LOUIS VALENTINO § st
veal| - Gudigl! - bl
PORCELLANATO I

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22/ 24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel- 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard) ’

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! Lo)Sw &5 i & gilidlu 394 giudd¥ld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > LzsdeiSilly Embaill dusl 3o Jlo Soimas il dadll

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly omddighly oailiadl il 8 sdilae aaig (ke 394
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies osibiddl 393 dcgdl (0 wosdis d2)0 Lo o LSy O
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadluy ol g iy

lgie SIS HUL| ygulaly Juadly Jalais
LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO FickesdonalTH ng Equipmeni ADHESIVES - SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

Ba AQUASEAL s

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll ) .l ]

And rr?uch much more iploatl Sl
(Showroom) yaydl dlua

We also hold W 0 i lua A e (e daadl o ¥l (e
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Australian Muslims Con-
demn Paris Attacks

-

Mr Hafez Kassem

Mr Hafez Kassem, Pres-
ident of the Australian
Federation of Islamic
Councils, (Muslims
Australia), condemn
the heinous act of vio-
lence in Paris and other
parts of the world. He
said Australian Mus-
lims are shocked and
shaken as the rest of
the Australian commu-
nity at the senseless
killing of innocence. He
said we are saddened,
pained and share our
condolence with those
who have lost loved
ones and we pray for
the recovery the in-
jured and safety all hu-
man beings.

Mr Kassem further
stated, “Muslims are
outraged by this and
other criminal acts
committed by criminals
and there is no basis or
justification in Islam for

such merciless acts of
terrorism. He said, we
stand together, united
in our efforts to bring
an end to this criminal
madness that plagues
societies across the
globe”.

He further said, “We are
equally moved and hurt
at what has happened,
our plea to the wider
Australian community
is not to blame Islam
or Muslims for these
criminal acts and not to
harbour resentment or
target women and girls
especially at this dif-
ficult time. Our hearts
are heavy, our will is
strong and we pray to
Almighty God to keep
this nation united and
safe”.

Hafez Kassem
President
Sydney, 16 - 11 - 2015
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| T} LV pyvi {F Head Office Melbourne
reand| 445 (S| Agglatf LG5 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062
o . . Sydney’
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
Adelaide
REESR 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869
' Eade — 3 Perth:

68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs¢t I N Austral’ia"

i

Lt | At (D (FoN I ool Auiiw 9o
Pizza - Pasta - 0239l pgkan Al wpnad| Lgirlua
asdlondly aciod| deus A Lalc 0+

Steak - Seafood 3, ., cesle - hibias - Gasks - (3ia9

v B gl el Bl ¥l HISH

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adlal .. i
VIC 3053 dad LS (g (ol 5 ilor ot 9o guid | ikt 3o
Ph 03 9347 1630 auS el il 3l | ST (w0

Fax 03 9348 1112 LysoiSab B el yiud g3
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Ph:03 9354 46863
Mob: 0418175417 or 0425 622 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

Make it a lebanese summer 98B |k — :

Classica PL

Ol Lo we acldl | (gl
12 Lincoln Street
exusicaic ||| B ol oilagd! Hlddl <igua

Tel: 03 9383 5222 i ‘9.“ l O |
Telopia Liquor Store SS.G e

55 Adderton Road . . :
Telopia NSW 2117 acbuadl (e 9‘?-,‘)' @ gl S shuse
Tel: 02 9871 4295 ;l il ‘mu‘." &| uﬁw'

il | DL Al g9 3V 81 ond | duss

¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS,
. Registered Migration Agent
)) 9 MARN; 1174229
= FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\! CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.

didg Mlea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy s
change! IPS g-\ﬂ-?
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Secur ltY
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *

Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)}.d" Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
IPS Security requires Sﬁgﬁ;:ggcaebplicants for a variety of Tl % Al Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be 2 s o= experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
suitable to join our team you must: o e *Permanent Visas
e Hold a first Aid certificate &t A*.d"" *Temporary Visas
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘3‘ gSSIrIr *Citizenship
- . . *Visa Cancellation
¢ Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . D i
"o s eportation
e Speak fluent English J"u‘j o>

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
e Have excellent presentation Aty dwl ﬂ |

e Be reliable )hﬂi-j z“w‘

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control

o2 g ialeadly dagladlg 719 1 ul g Rubaime) pgad
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
(Events) ddlie *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions Hekk 0457555555 :‘iz)." ‘,‘G Jlﬂsw

Patrol positions

We have full time, part time and casual positions .o & . .
available. Y] o>
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 .

~ No recruitment companies d'“'" A %8 - w . - " . v e W
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . < Oﬁ&" GM ‘}\.ﬂ.ﬂ 0)@4-" w Welae QAR b @ ps-'kl.y?‘ &Q{J
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax; 1300572 627 <Ml B gay 0413805930 : @yl ke (otbad (33 5ubgad
_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r *
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Paris attacks: Peter Dutton defends border policies
amid calls for Australia to close i

Immigration Minister Peter Dutton has pushed back at calls for Australia to
close its borders in the wake of the Paris attacks. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Andrew Fraser....calling for a ban on refugees from the Middle East in the wake
of the Paris terrorist attacks Photo: Ben Rushton

Immigration Minister Pe-
ter Dutton has defended
Australia’s border secu-
rity policies in the wake
of the Patris terror attacks,
but has emphasised Aus-
tralia is in a very different
position to Europe after a
NSW Nationals MP called
for the country’s borders
to be closed.

And as Defence Minister
Marise Payne and Mr Dut-
ton pushed back at calls
to close the border, for-
mer prime minister Tony
Abbott suggested that as
Immigration Minister Mr
Dutton should be part of
cabinet’s national security
committee - as had been
the case when he was
prime minister.

Mr Dutton said on Monday
“we aren’t going to rush”
the processing of 12,000
refugees affected by con-
flict in Syria and Iraq be-
the government
would not compromise on
security checks of the in-
coming refugees.

cause

The refugees were expect-
ed to arrive in Australia by
Christmas.

“We are being prudent and
in fact the government was
criticised only last week
for the fact that we are do-
ing these security checks
so stringently,” Mr Dutton
told radio station 2 UE.
“We’re just not going to
rush.

“If the program time is
blown out, it’s blown out
because we want to make
sure we can be assured as
to who is coming to our
country and the govern-
ment is not going to step
back from that position.”
Mr Dutton’s comments
come after Mr Abboit
warned at the weekend
that the Paris attackers
could have been hidden
among the influx of refu-
gees fleeing Syria into Eu-
rope.

And Nationals MP Andrew
Fraser, a senior member
of the NSW Coalition gov-
ernment, used a Facebook

ts doors

e

Former prime minister Tony Abbott says the Immigration Minister should be

part of the government’s national security committee - as it was when he was
prime minister. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

post on Sunday to call on
Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull to “close our bor-
ders” to Middle Eastern
and Muslim refugees.
Both Mr Dutton and Sena-
tor Payne used interviews
on Monday to stress that
Australia was in a different
situation to Europe with
regards to refugees.
“Obviously the 12,000 ref-
ugees, we’re talking about
people who are fleeing
from the Assad regime,
or fleeing from ISIL them-
selves ,” Mr Dutton said.
“It’s a different situation
for us because we’ve got..
an island nation, we don’t
have the land borders that
some European countries
do.

“But it is absolutely es-
sential, we must know
whether they come by
air, or whether they come
by boat, who’s coming
across our borders, in and
out and we need to contin-
ue that strong stance and
| think people recognise
that.”

Mr Dutton said Mr Turnbull
was also reviewing wheth-
er he should be reinstated
as a permanent member of
the government’s national
security committee.

“The PM made it clear that
it was under review and |
think that’s perfectly rea-
sonable so no doubt I'll
consider that in the com-
ing days and weeks,” he
said.

In an apparent swipe at
his successor, Mr Abbott
highlighted the fact that
the immigration minister,
under him, had been a

member of the key deci-
sion-making body.
“Certainly when | was the
prime minister, the min-
ister for immigration and
border protection was a
member of the national
security committee,” he
told 2GB.

“In the end it is up to the
prime minister to decide
who should be the mem-
ber of all the various com-
mittees of cabinet.

“The minister for border
protection is, in my judg-
ment, a significant part of
our national security ma-
chinery.

Mr Turnbull, Julie Bishop,
Warren Truss, George
Brandis, Scott Morrison
and Senator Payne and
Arthur Sinodinos com-
prise the current NSC.
Senator Payne told the
ABC’s AM program Aus-
tralia could look at in-
creasing the number of
Australian forces involved
in military operations in
Iraq.

“Yes, those discussions
are certainly possible and
I will be dealing with the
Prime Minister as he re-
turns to Australia in due
course,” she said.

“We will take advice from
the chief of the defence
force and senior officials
to determine the best way
forward.”

But she would not “pre-
judge” whether the role
played by Australian de-
fence personnel would
change from their current
status which is restricted
to advising and assisting
Iraqi forces.

Victoria’s First Skills And Jobs
Centre Open For Business

Premier Daniel Andrews
and Minister for Training
and Skills Steve Herbert
have today visited Wodon-
ga to open the Wodonga
Skills and Jobs Centre.
Wodonga TAFE received
$1 million to establish its
new hub at TAFEspace,
158 Lawrence Street,
Wodonga. It is the first
Skills and Jobs Centre in
Victoria to open its doors,
and will be helping locals
from today.

The Premier and Minister
also used the visit to an-
nounce Wodonga TAFE
will receive $3.1 million
from the Andrews La-
bor Government to sup-
port the delivery of rel-
evant training and to drive
growth in apprenticeships
and traineeships.

The funding will help
Wodonga TAFE Dbetter
meet the employment
needs of the local com-
munity and industries by
providing relevant skills
to meet the needs of the
changing economy.

The Wodonga Skills and
Jobs Centre is one of
a series established in
conjunction with TAFEs
across Victoria, thanks to
$15 million from the Labor
Government.

The hub will be the first
point-of-call for students
looking to start train-
ing, workers needing to
reskill, unemployed work-
ers needing support for
retraining and for employ-
ers.

The centres will help link
jobseekers and employ-
ers to ensure they’re en-
gaged in quality training
that will lead to a job at
the end of their course.
Each centre will be tai-
lored to meet the needs of
the local community and
industries, with coordi-
nated, intensive support
services.

The announcements fol-
low the Regional State-
ment made this afternoon
which includes $34 mil-

lion for a Regional Skills
and Training package to
support local communi-
ties.

The Labor Government
promised to invest $1.2
billion into TAFE and
training in Victoria and
that’s what we are deliv-

ering on.
Quotes attributable to
Premier Daniel Andrews

“I am thrilled to open
this Skills and Jobs Cen-
tre which will be crucial
to help people looking to
train or reskill.”

“Our election commit-
ment to create Skills and
Jobs Centres will help
TAFEs build on vitally im-
portant links with industry
to make sure Victorians
get the skills they need to
find a job.”

Quotes attributable to
Minister for Training and
Skills Steve Herbert

“This Government is
committed to making
sure everyone has quality
access to training so they
can get off the treadmill of
unemployment and onto
the footpath of success.”

One other hand The An-

drews Labor Government
today unveiled Victoria’s
Regional Statement, a
new vision for our regions
that will change the way
government works with
the Barwon region.
Premier Daniel Andrews
today joined Minister for
Regional  Development,
Jaala Pulford, and region-
al leaders from across
the state at Brown Broth-
er’'s Winery in Milawa,
to launch the Regional
Statement and outline
the Labor Government’s
commitment to rural and
regional Victorians.
The Regional Statement
will give regional com-
munities a stronger voice
in government decision-
making by directing prior-
ities identified by regional
communities straight into
the heart of the Labor
Government’s agenda.
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GST rise backed by voters if other taxes cut. Fairfax-lpsos poll

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
may have a historic opportunity to
enact wider tax reform. Photo: Gary
Ramage

Opposition Leader Bill Shorten at
Parliament House. Photo: Alex EI-
linghausen

More than half of Austra-
lian voters would back
an increase in the 10 per
cent goods and services
tax if adequate compensa-
tion could be paid to the
poor and other taxes are
trimmed, according to the
latest Fairfax Ipsos poll.
The result, which con-
founds the orthodox view
that Australians would
never vote to pay more tax,
especially over the coun-
ter, provides Prime Minis-
ter Malcolm Turnbull with
a historic opportunity to
enact wider and long-over-
due tax reform.

But it also highlights the
politically tricky terrain of
GST reform, with overall
support for a change (with-
out considering the ques-
tion of compensation) fall-
ing 1 per cent since April,
when the question was last
asked.

It is an endorsement of
the approach Mr Turnbull
has taken to the tax re-
form debate in which he
has kept all options on
the table, including a GST
hike to 15 per cent, as part

of a number of unspeci-
fied changes, but always
accompanied by an as-
surance to voters that the
most vulnerable would not
be disadvantaged.

After two months in the
job, Mr Turnbull has cata-
pulted ahead of his Labor
rival, Bill Shorten, and now
leads as preferred prime
minister 69 per cent to 18.
And the bad news keeps
on coming for the ALP in
the November Fairfax-Isp-
sos poll, with the Coalition
ahead strongly after pref-
erences with a 56 per cent
share of the vote, com-
pared with Labor’s 44 per
cent. That is according to
the preference flows at the
2013 election. When the
1402 respondents were
asked which party would
get their second prefer-
ences, the Coalition lead
widened to 57 to 43.
Underpinning the strong
support for the government
is an eyebrow-raising jump
in primary support for the
government to 48 per cent
— up 3 points in a month —
and a corresponding col-
lapse of primary support
for the ALP to just 29 per
cent, down 1 since the al-
ready surprising 30 per
cent finding in October.

If confirmed in subsequent
polls, the disparity will
bring pressure on Mr Short-
en’s leadership because it
would suggest Labor had
not only lost any chance
of winning the 2016 elec-
tion, but had actually gone
backwards since being
trounced in 2013.

Labor lost the election in
September 2013 after a di-
sastrous period of infight-
ing and leadership chang-
es, securing a primary vote
of 33 per cent to the Coali-
tion’s 46.

Polister Jessica Elgood
said this was “the lowest
approval rating Bill Short-
en has ever received since
becoming Leader of the
Opposition and matches
the low figures Tony Ab-
bott achieved in January
2015, before the first lead-

ership spill motion”.

“That said, during his first
term as Liberal Party lead-
er, Malcolm Turnbull also
received approval ratings
as low as 31 per cent [Au-
gust2009]”

The number of voters who
approve of the way Mr
Turnbull is performing in
his job has reached the
record-high proportions of
Kevin Rudd at his height,
driven by an approval rat-
ing of 69 per cent, which
is dented only slightly by a
disapproval rate of 16 per
cent for a net rating of plus
53 per cent.

In Mr Shorten’s case, the
number of voters approv-
ing of his performance as
Opposition Leader at 29 per
cent, is dwarfed by those
who disapprove on 51 per
cent. This gives the Labor
leader a net approval rating
of minus 28 per cent.

The findings of the poll
reflect what appears to be
an accelerating trend away
from Labor and back to
the Coalition in the period
since Mr Turnbull replaced
the less popular Tony Ab-
bott as Prime Minister.

With the nationwide sur-
vey taken over the three
evenings of November 12-
14, it is likely some of the
respondents would have
been affected by the ter-
rorist tragedy dominating
news bulletins from Satur-
day. This may have led to
an increase in conserva-
tive support as it is gener-
ally regarded as the side of
politics best equipped to
provide strong leadership
in defence and security
matters.

Ms Elgood said that when
asked if they would sup-
port an increase to the GST
if it were accompanied by
other tax cuts and compen-
sation for households with
income less than $100,000,
“a slim majority”, at 52 per
cent, would support the
change.

Among Coalition vot-
ers, that support jumped
sharply to 65 per cent, and
was even safely above half

among Greens voters at 54
per cent. Only in the cat-
egory of Labor voters was
an increase opposed, even
if other measures were in-
stituted, with GST support
at 41 per cent.

The poll has a margin of er-
ror of plus or minus 2.6 per
cent.

The  two-party-preferred
vote of 56-44 represents
a swing to the Coalition of
2.5 per cent since the 2013
election, more than vin-
dicating the switch to Mr
Turnbull from Mr Abbott,
under whose leadership
the next election looked
anything but safe.

Labor remains steadfastly
opposed to a GST increase
believing its position re-
flects the vast bulk of or-
dinary voters. It is a posi-
tion informed by its own
research and anecdotal
evidence, and reinforced
by this poll, which shows
a higher GST is backed by
just 28 per cent of voters.
But when other sweeteners
are included, such as lower
income tax rates, and per-
haps changes to stop the
wealthy from exploiting su-
perannuation tax breaks as
a kind of legalised tax ha-
ven, that 28 jumps to more
than half.

That gives the government
something to work with,
and suggests if Mr Turnbull
can articulate an argument,
including by explaining
“why” reform must occur,
he can win the argument
and thus win the next elec-
tion.

Under pressure in Parlia-
ment, he has described as
“inconceivable” the sug-
gestion that the regressive
nature of a GST increase
would be used to worsen
the relative burden carried
by the lowest paid.

Support for an increased
GST differed according to
income group, with wealth-
ier voters more inclined
to a bigger GST than the
less well off, i.e. those who
would proportionately pay
more of their income under
an expanded GST.

Medicare: Government <may face
political crisis> over rebate freeze

Health Minister Sussan Ley has said the government is considering
ways to make Medicare more sustainable. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

The federal government
may face a “political crisis”
in a few years if it does not
reverse the freeze on the
indexation of Medicare re-
bates, the deputy director
of the Menzies Centre for
Health Policy has warned.
Associate Professor James
Gillespie says voters need
to realise that Medicare is
an industry, GPs are run-
ning businesses and that
co-payments are here to
stay.

But general practitioners
may be forced to increase
co-payments at some stage,
to cover for lost income, if
the Medicare rebate freeze
continues “for the foresee-
able future’, he said.

Mr Gillespie told a forum
at the Australian National
University on Tuesday that
Australia>s health debate
was finally recovering after
the damaging row over GP
co-payments.

But he warned that the
Turnbull government might
face increasing pressure to
remove the Medicare rebate
indexation freeze - in place
until at least July 2018 -
because GPs would find it
increasingly harder to cov-
er their costs the longer it
dragged on.

“It was the Gillard govern-
ment that froze GP rebates
and it looks like they will
be frozen into the foresee-
able future, forcing GPs, all
other things being equal, to
make up theirincomes from
co-payments,” Mr Gillespie
said.

“This happened under the
Howard government and
they had a political crisis
and backed off and brought
in Tony Abbott to become
Medicare>s best friend,
[and] his main job was
pouring money into the

pockets of GPs to restore
bulk-billing levels.

‘I suspect, if nothing else
changes, we>re going to
have a crisis like that in a
few years, [with] GPs ramp-
ing up co-payments and a
[subsequent] political reac-
tion.”

In March, Minister for Health
Sussan Ley killed the then
Abbott governmentss
planned GP co-payment,
which had been cut from $1
to $5, saying she had found
no support from doctors
for the policy.

But she said the federal
government would keep the
Medicate rebate indexation
freeze in place while it con-
sidered ways to make Medi-
care more sustainable.

Ms Ley says Medicare
works well for episodic and
acute care, because it is
based on a fee for service
model, but it may not be ap-
propriate for patients who
have ongoing expensive
costs and require ongoing
interaction, because that
makes it too expensive.

Mr Gillespie agreed that
Australia>s health profes-
sionals are grappling with
the changing nature of
healthcare, because pa-
tients are now living longer
and need ongoing treat-
ment.

The Grattan Institute>s
health  program  direc-
tor, Stephen Duckett, has
warned previously that the
Medicare rebate freeze will
have a “much bigger” im-
pact on general practitioner
revenue than the $5 rebate.
He said the impact of the
rebate freeze up to July
2018, assuming inflation
of 2 per cent, would reduce
the real value of a consulta-
tion item by an average of
6.8 per cent.
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‘We’re very, very careful’. MPs and community groups reaf-
firm support for Syrian refugees after Paris atrocity
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The first four refugee families given visas for resettlement in Australia earlier this month, pictured in Jor-

dan. Photo: Nick Miller

Social Services minister Christian Porter says the family has under-

gone “the usual checks and processes”. Photo: Andrew Meares

The first Syrian refugee
family granted sanctu-
ary in Australia under
an emergency intake
says the nation’s people
are “very fair and very
kind”, following calls
for humanitarian arriv-
als from the Middle East
to be barred.

Social Services Minister
Christian Porter con-
firmed the family of five,
including three children,
arrived in Perth on Mon-
day night More of the
12,000-strong intake is
expected before Christ-
mas.

The family were origi-
nally from the city of
Homs, which has been
devastated by the Syr-
ian civil war. They are
arriving earlier than
expected because the
mother is seven months
pregnant.

The family was met by
staff from Western Aus-
tralia’s Metropolitan Mi-
grant Resource Centre.

In a written statement,
the father thanked those
who had welcomed his
family.

“Thank you to the Aus-
tralian government for
opening their doors and
providing a better future
for me and my children,”
he said.

“Thank you to the Aus-
tralian embassy in Jor-
dan for helping us and
providing their servic-
es.

“From what I've seen
just from the Austra-
lian embassy in Jordan,
Australians are very
fair and very kind, and
I’'m sure that I'll find the
same treatment here as
well.”

The man said he as-
pired to “educate my
kids well, to find safety,
to get a job, and live in
peace.”

“We would just like to
thank everybody for giv-
ing us a chance at hap-
piness,” he added.

Mr Porter said the fam-
ily had undergone “the
usual checks and pro-
cesses” and they should
now be given “time and
space to adjust to their
new circumstances”.
News Corp has reported
that Queensland Nation-
als MP George Chris-
tensen said the decision
to accept 12,000 Syrian
refugees should be “re-
visited” and the human-
itarian refugee intake
from the Middle East
should be suspended
following the Paris ter-
rorist attacks.

One Paris attacker is
believed to have been a
Syrian who posed as a
refugee and entered Eu-
rope via Greece.

South Australian Liberal
senator Cory Bernardi
also used the Paris at-
tacks to call for perse-
cuted Christians to be
given priority in Austra-
lia’s Syrian refugee ad-
mission.

It follows calls by NSW
Nationals state MP An-
drew -Fraser, who said
Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull should “close
our borders” to refu-
gees from the Middle
East in response to the
attacks.

But a number of gov-
ernment MPs who have
previously  expressed
caution over the Syrian
refugee intake on Tues-
day said given proper
screening, the arrivals

did not pose a security
threat.

WA MP Luke Simpkins
said there was “a world
of difference” between
Australia’s  controlled
process for accepting
refugees and the flood
of refugees across Eu-
rope.

“Im confident that the
processes in place will
provide the protections
we need,” he said.

WA Liberal senator lan
Macdonald said the
government was being
“very, very careful on
who we select as part of
[those] 12,000 people”.
“We would hope at the
end the people who do
come to Australia from
a war-torn country
will be people who can
easily assimilate and in-
tegrate into Australian
society,” he said.
Nationals Riverina MP
Michael McCormack
has consistently sup-
ported the intake of Syr-
ian refugees and says
despite some “pockets
of resistance”, his com-
munity’s welcoming at-
titude has not waned
after the Paris attacks.
Mr McCormack said
Wagga Wagga had the
capacity to accept 300
refugees and towns
such as Leeton and
Griffith would also open
their doors.

He said new arrivals
would be well-screened,
and could be employed
in the region as fruit
pickers and abattoir
workers — jobs that
“some of our local peo-
ple don’t always want to
fill”.

“The Riverina has been
a multicultural region
and has always shown
the milk of human kind-
ness when it comes to
helping out those in
need and stands ready
to do it again,” Mr Mc-
Cormack said.

Paris attacks: Defence Minister Marise
Payne backs Barack Obama on IS strategy

Defence Minister Marise
Payne has backed the US-
led strategy against the Is-
lamic State even as Presi-
dent Barack Obama faced
growing questions and
criticism over the plodding
progress against the mili-
tants.

It came as Senator Payne
said the government would
keep the Paris attacks
in mind as it considered
whether to send an Aus-
tralian frigate to support
a French aircraft carrier in
the Middle East.

Mr Obama - who has faced
fierce criticism at home
from rival Republicans -
faced a bruising A5-minute
press conference in Turkey
on Monday night in which
he showed frustration as he
was repeatedly grilled over
his strategy, which was al-
ready being questioned be-
fore the Paris attacks.

He vowed to stay the course
and urged patience — a tone
that was echoed by Senator
Payne on Tuesday.

It was the strongest public
indication yet that any fur-
ther military contribution
from Australia is likely to be
modest and that the Turn-
bull government is largely
comfortable with the pres-
ent trajectory.

“President Obama and oth-
er leaders who have been
at the G20 and elsewhere
have made some very con-
sidered comments. We
need to approach the fight
against ISIL in a number of
ways and | think that’s what
the President was acknowl-
edging,” she said.

“These are matters that
take some time. There’s no
doubt about that and what
Paris says to us and what
events in other cities in the
Middle East and Europe say
to us is that we cannot take
a moment of breath on this.
We must keep our focus,
keep our attention and in
that regard | agree with the
President, yes.”

She said the govern-
ment was still considering
whether to send HMAS Mel-
bourne to help the French
Charles de Gaulle car-
rier group, which is being
used in the Persian Gulf to
launch air strikes against

Islamic State. It would act
as part of the “screen” of
ships that protects the air-
craft carrier.

But Fairfax Media under-
stands there is a view that
the Melbourne is more
useful in its current role,
conducting anti-drugs and
anti-piracy operations.
The Australian navy has
stopped nearly $5 billion
worth of drugs in the past
two years, some of which
would have funded terror-
ism

Foreign Minister Julie Bish-
op, meanwhile, left the door
open on further military
involvement, saying that
Australia would “always
consider a request” from
allies for more help.

But she raised the prospect
that military action would
“intensify” on the forma-
tion of a super-coalition
between the US and Rus-
sia in the wake of positive
talks between Mr Obama
and Russian leader Vladi-
mir Putin.

Some government insiders
have expressed doubt as to
whether that coalition will
happen given the previous
intractability of differences
between the major pow-
ers on the way forward in
Syria.

Peter Jennings, executive
director of the Australian
Strategic Policy Institute,
said coalition advisers and
trainers should start ac-
companying Iraqi forces
out onto the battlefield to
strengthen their resolve.
That would mean a force of
about 10,000 troops on the
ground, up from the current
number of about 4000.

But he added: “Do I really
think that’s going to hap-
pen? Probably not There’s
very much a sense of cau-
tion now with the Canadi-
ans [scaling back their ef-
forts], the Brits who have
failed to get parliamentary
approval to extend their air
strikes.

“Turnbull is much more
cautious than Abbott, and
Obama doesn’t seem to be
fundamentally moving.”

He said the current strategy
would deliver “a stalemate
with small tactical advanc-
es from time to time”.
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Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull with Philippines President Benigno Aquino at

the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation summit in Manila.

There can be no deal with
Islamic State and no ne-
gotiations either, Malcolm
Turnbull has declared, as
the international commu-
nity inches towards the un-
palatable truth that a politi-
cal settlement in Syria will
involve talking to terrorists
and may also mean leav-
ing the “murderous tyrant”
President Bashar al-Assad
in place for a transitional
period.

While President Assad is
wanted for war crimes and
responsible for the deaths
of hundreds of thousands
of his own people, the US,
Russia, Iran, and other
countries associated with
the crisis are looking at
some kind of power-shar-
ing arrangement if IS can
be moved to the periphery
or, preferably, defeated.
Formal negotiations for
that are set to commence in
the new year, if a timetable
agreed in Vienna recently is
to be met.

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten has described the
Syrian despot as “a butch-
er” and the Prime Minister
did not quibble with that
term.

“Well, he’s killed, he’s been
responsible for killing many
thousands of his citizens,
so many people have de-
scribed him as a butcher,”
Mr Turnbull said in Manila.
“I think he has been a mur-
derous tyrant, there is no
doubt about that.”

Mr Shorten said the conflict
in Syria is very deep and
complex.

“There’s a lot of deep enmi-
ties, sectarian or religious
rivalries, overlaid by the
rise of these terrorist or-
ganisations such as ISIL or
Daesh,” he said.

“I do not believe that long-
term peace in Syria can be
guaranteed while Assad,

the ‘Dutch Buicher’
mains in control.”
Events in Paris, following
quickly from the downing
of a Russian airliner over
Egypt’'s Sinai Peninsula,
have shocked the world and
significantly ~ accelerated
the pace of global moves to
resolve the Syrian civil war
which has seen millions
displaced, with 2.5 million
Syrian refugees currently in
Turkey alone.

Among the dearth of agree-
able options is the prospect
of some form of power-
sharing agreement in Syria
which allows the Sunni
Muslim population access
to proper representation
and a degree of power.

But that can only occur if IS
is neutralised.

Mr Turnbull, who in recent
days has held one-on-one
talks with leaders of coun-
tries big and small includ-
ing the US and Russia, has
moved to clarify what is be-
ing pursued, stressing that
there will be no IS represen-
tative at the table.

“The goal here is to de-
feat or degrade and defeat
Daesh or ISIL and there are
military measures which we
are undertaking and people,
Australians in particular,
should not forget that we
are making the second larg-
est military contribution in
that theatre after the United
States,” he said.

“But there is also, of course,
the political dimension and
that is why you’ve seen the
agreement or consensus
arising out of the Vienna
meeting to endeavour - I'm
not suggesting this is by
any means assured - but to
endeavour to reach a politi-
cal settlement.

“I read somewhere that
someone had suggested
that a political settlement
would mean that Daesh

re-

No deal with Islamic State: Turnbull

would be at the table ... no-
body is suggesting that,
least of all me.

“Daesh or the so-called
Islamic State, seeks to es-
tablish its own caliphate. It
has no interest in any po-
litical settlement and I'm
not aware of anyone hav-
ing any interest in raising
it with them. The key to a
political settlement in Syr-
ia is finding a mechanism
where the aggrieved Sunni
majority of that country can
feel included .. not ‘feel’
but be included in a new
government which shares
power between the various
groups.”

The reality, however, is that
in the aftermath of bloody
civil wars, settlements se-
curing a lasting peace in-
variably involve the very
pragmatism that leaders
such as Mr Turnbull and
his British counterpart Da-
vid Cameron have urged:
ie, a pragmatic and practi-
cal approach aimed at com-
promise.

In Afghanistan, this even-
tually involved what had
previously been regarded
as unthinkable: talking di-
rectly with the murderous
‘stone-age’ fanatics of the
Taliban.

In Syria, while the interna-
tional coalition (US, Aus-
tralia, France, and 20 other
countries) may yet be able
to eliminate IS militarily -
which few genuinely think
is possible without ground
troops - it would only be
part of the story. There
are many similarly unsa-
voury groups such as al-
Nusra (which is sometimes
called al Qaeda in Syria),
with whom any peace deal
would need to be brokered.
But Mr Shorten said leaving
the brutal Assad regime in
place would be a mistake.
“I do understand that some
countries have a preference
for Assad, being Russia and
perhaps Iran,” he said.

“But what | also understand
is that you are not going to
get long-term peace, you
are not going to get stabil-
ity or have people thinking
they can have save lives
in Syria or for refugees to
return, while he remains in
power in the long term,” he
said.

Government-controlled Senate probe backs

crackdown on green ‘lawfare’

A government crackdown
to stop ‘“vigilante” green
groups challenging large
mining projects in court
should be passed by Par-
liament despite criticism
they are undemocratic, a
Senate inquiry controlled
by the government says.
Labor, the Greens, com-
munity groups and envi-
ronmental advocates have
argued the changes pro-
posed by the former Ab-
bott government limit the
public’s right to ensure
environment laws are up-
held.

The bill was proposed after
a Federal Court challenge
by a grassroots commu-
nity group threw a span-
ner in the works of Austra-
lia’s largest coal project,
Adani’s Carmichael mine
in central Queensland — a
move former prime minis-
ter Tony Abbott described
as “sabotage”’.

The proposed changes
would mean legal chal-
lenges can only be made
by people directly affected
by a development, such as
a land holder.

However the committee’s
findings may be a moot
point. Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull is reportedly
poised to scrap or water
down the changes and En-
vironment Minister Greg
Hunt last month said they
were unlikely to pass the
Senate.

Supporters of the bill
claimed many legal chal-
lenges to large projects
on environmental grounds
were vexatious and frivo-
lous.

But the inquiry noted evi-
dence that 0.4 per cent of
the 5500 projects referred
to the Department of the
Environment in the last 15
years had been subject to
a legal challenge.
Opponents of the bill ar-
gued this meant the gov-
ernment’s assertion that
the laws were being used
to deliberately delay proj-
ects could not be sus-

tained.

The Minerals Council of
Australia said even unsuc-
cessful legal action could
severely delay projects and
add $46 million a month to
a major greenfields mining
project.

Ports Australia said the
current laws led to delays
and blocks to development
projects, saying “virtually
every major coal project”
or related infrastructure in
Australia in recent years
had been subject to costly
legal proceedings, despite
the approvals process and
community  consultation
by proponents.

The Business Council of
Australia told the inquiry
the laws had not led to
“clear substantial improve-
ments in environmen-
tal outcomes that would
not have been achieved
through less costly ap-
proaches”’.

The inquiry received many
submissions in support of
retaining the laws, which
said they were in the public
interest and their use was
the exception rather than
the rule.

Lock the Gate argued the
government was display-
ing a “knee-jerk response”
to the Federal Court deci-
sion on the Adani mine,
when the government itself
admitted it made an error
in the rule of law when ap-
proving the project.

Law Council of Australia
told the inquiry that the
laws intended to broaden
access to justice in envi-
ronmental matters, and
were an important safe-
guard for the rule of law
and accountable, respon-
sible government.

The Australian network of
Environmental Defenders
Offices said the current
law recognised all Austra-
lians have an interest in
the protection of natural
heritage.

In its ruling, the commit-
tee’s report said the pro-
posed changes “will not

diminish the protection of
Australia’s  environment
and the conservation of
biodiversity and heritage’,
because  environmental
impact assessments, and
matters the minister must
consider when consider-
ing approvals, would re-
main unchanged.

It added that reviews of de-
cisions under the law were
available through other av-
enues.

The committee comprised
three Liberal senators in-
cluding chair Linda Reyn-
olds, who had the casting
vote, Chris Back and Mi-

chael Ronaldson.
In a dissenting report,
Labor senators Anne

Urquhart and Lisa Singh
said the proposal was a
“very unsophisticated, and
short-sighted, response to
an administrative error”
made by the government
when approving the Car-
michael coal mine.

Greens Senator Larissa
Waters said the bill was
“the latest in a long line of
attacks by a government
that cannot face criticism
or dissent on independent
voices for the environ-
ment.”

The Australian Conser-
vation = Foundation on
Wednesday said the com-
mittee’s recommendation
was “at odds with public
opinion and conflicts with
democratic principles’.
Environmental Justice
Australia said evidence
in support of the changes
‘came only from industry
lobbyists who have a fi-
nancial interest in prevent-
ing public participation’.
Farmers, lawyers,
demics, non-government
organisations and envi-
ronment groups did not
support the bill and gov-
ernment senators were
“clearly privileging the in-
terests of big mining over
ordinary Australians con-
cerned about the environ-
ment”, the organisation
said.

aca-
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People s movement is a step towards a major change in
Lebanon.

You are invited to our 91st anniversary LCP 8 pm Saturday
the 28th of November, at the CFMEU building 12 Railway St.,
Lidcombe NSW. Free entry with music, songs, snack drinks
available & welcome to bring your own plate & drink.

2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis
NSW -: 9791 1321 - M: 0414 22 55 77
Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com
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