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Master License No: 409566317

Are you fed up with your current ? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? #s time for
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change! IPS QJH

At IPS Secwurity we value cur employess and know that

they are our business. -

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for é SEﬂunt}r

refiable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence. -~

IPS Security requires. gualified applicants for a varniety of TRy | *ij__ﬂ

positions all over the Melboume Meiropolitan area. Tobe &~
suitable o join our eam you must i A IIT I Harris Park i:=la: Experiment Farm Cottage (58 JolS a5l et i) dlaal) 40ed) dnliall (3 a5
& Hold & first Aid cerificate H m— el 333ete Y KLl (pe 52,3 ALE e JUOU Alaiil A8 LEall Aag 53 el s Al hins g Lyim 5 e
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. . - Gladl s ccpmlan (il an Jae (3555 GILISTs (Cottage 3 pamaill 2 ol avas s slalie as e Loadl @llis ¢ sSiny
# Hold a current Viclorian Security Licence PAavISIoN wls¥! el sall &l s malinll g6 5,80 Y 5 a0 ) Y gms cosm sl o slis nl Y1 o
. - I"I"I'I'I-'tl'I'EI'I'l ) Blal e e e Arthur Phillip aSadl 4 ol A 1788 ale (e psal) @lls (5 S Taulas lal PERCAYEN] &t:

* Hawve dedication, Co & i Uolie el sloe 4 et S 301 S 5 Ak ginwa ALy el Akl o3
E a b a5 o AN Lo 55 JWial) 5 30 58l Ladn Ul WYlEa) (e Ulal s o) :Cr Paul Garrard Gl s aee Ji 5
RO L S PPN D) PO LTS IVE ACH W PRCR TN IS R IR POS SLVR PR E AL

) L Phillip oS ald o o) jind B Leate 23 ()l 2k Ul o35+ 5» Experiment Farm Cottage”
O sinal) o il 5 Lind 30 atabie cualy (531 18 sall G A mad 53 <1789 ole James Ruse Gilud) o sSaall
S ASE Y Ae S Baeliay 4ililal Sl s JSL b 58 palaie apaal)

= Be reliable . 5 m e oa
Bl Sabinll <Y Wendy Matthews ssleaadl 4 sias (00 G500 a2 Luke Carroll adsaivgs ) o )l 7 sl e o3
. . - . : ) s laal) 4 50 2 iy 0 = s
We hawve the following security posifions available: J # w38 sl G el s Inland Navigators b ) 4 al) i sall s The Pigs Aol (e sl 488 cula
Crowd Condrol . Jacinta Tobin
'I I uu ) Parravision m\,AM_uLMEASJL.MﬂC)uA\\..LA\)_\@M\)M}U;&J\;_\I J.Asiwuau‘;_\._u“_',)d\@,

Jay Laga'aia s ¥i Water Rats a5 Play School gebi_n & ailall Jiadl dsai
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Static positions

Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions

available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Mo recruitment co ies

Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fi:. 130'1 572 627

Email: e ecurity.com.au

kkck
Adghga b p>
el g dda
Jlald) @ desg

30 Da ., Parramatta NSW 2150 W, parracity, nsw.gov.al
P0 Boo arramatta NSW 2124 f Parramatta City Coun

WE'RE BUILDING AUSTRALIA'S NEXT GREAT CITY Phone: 02 980 5050 W @parracity
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PREMIUM DESIGN
& ENGINEERING

Michael Hammoud

Residential and High rise Buildings.

on budget.
PLEASE CALL

AA CONCRETE & FORMWORK

We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit an
expression of interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial, Industrial

By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services, AA
can supply an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package.

AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for your
formwork and concreting. We can also provide in-house design schemes
specific for each one of your project including engineering for final
certification and approval, where required.

Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing requirements,
from fixed lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management system.
We have implemented a number of practical and targeted initiatives to
ensure the ongoing safety of our employees, sub-contractors and clients.
All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience, and
capability to supply services, ensuring our people are qualified to carry
out your tasks as required, maintaining a safe working environment for all
parties concerned thereby being able to deliver your projects on time and
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Australia Phone cards
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We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-Oéi)g-i-ll-! me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Free measure and quote

&= fast
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

Al § Park NSW 2143
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Glass & Glazing ;
For all your glazing needs
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*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
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0408 888 777 sk = Juasdl
0404 015 551

Lic: 185750C

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 : Ly mu) fheaif

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au
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124 Highland Ave
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| Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042
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artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director

0410 606 786

arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
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LOUIS VALENTINO § st
veal| - Gudigl! - bl
PORCELLANATO I

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22/ 24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel- 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard) ’

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! Lo)Sw &5 i & gilidlu 394 giudd¥ld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > LzsdeiSilly Embaill dusl 3o Jlo Soimas il dadll

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly omddighly oailiadl il 8 sdilae aaig (ke 394
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies osibiddl 393 dcgdl (0 wosdis d2)0 Lo o LSy O
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadluy ol g iy

lgie SIS HUL| ygulaly Juadly Jalais
LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO FickesdonalTH ng Equipmeni ADHESIVES - SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

Ba AQUASEAL s

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll ) .l ]

And rr?uch much more iploatl Sl
(Showroom) yaydl dlua

We also hold W 0 i lua A e (e daadl o ¥l (e

° Davco ’ “..).g.h.ﬂ

. ASA Bostic el aay § i lua 4 (e Cudl

. Mapei (Trades Centre) & kil S

. Novatex e xglall day 0 i Lolua T (e daeand| i onld¥l (e

\° Ardex el e § i lua T v | abalall ‘,ﬁ Suadlg deliiondl b ylauks
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reand| 445 (S| Agglatf LG5 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062
o . . Sydney’
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
Adelaide
REESR 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869
' Eade — 3 Perth:

68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs¢t I N Austral’ia"

i

Lt | At (D (FoN I ool Auiiw 9o
Pizza - Pasta - 0239l pgkan Al wpnad| Lgirlua
asdlondly aciod| deus A Lalc 0+

Steak - Seafood 3, ., cesle - hibias - Gasks - (3ia9

v B gl el Bl ¥l HISH

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adlal .. i
VIC 3053 dad LS (g (ol 5 ilor ot 9o guid | ikt 3o
Ph 03 9347 1630 auS el il 3l | ST (w0

Fax 03 9348 1112 LysoiSab B el yiud g3
ax | B Py
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almazo Beer

Gt 9 okt
w2 e Ac-lal
pos=sillalle Lo Jo¥l

dnle S - 3w alacl - Silales - zl9) - duglad
Sllid| a9 dald g
oo @ QA 03 pims Q3 Qe opiin)
Ph:03 9354 46863
Mob: 0418175417 or 0425 622 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

Make it a lebanese summer 98B |k — :

Classica PL

Ol Lo we acldl | (gl
12 Lincoln Street
exusicaic ||| B ol oilagd! Hlddl <igua

Tel: 03 9383 5222 i ‘9.“ l O |
Telopia Liquor Store SS.G e

55 Adderton Road . . :
Telopia NSW 2117 acbuadl (e 9‘?-,‘)' @ gl S shuse
Tel: 02 9871 4295 ;l il ‘mu‘." &| uﬁw'

il | DL Al g9 3V 81 ond | duss

¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS,
. Registered Migration Agent
)) 9 MARN; 1174229
= FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\! CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.

didg Mlea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy s
change! IPS g-\ﬂ-?
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Secur ltY
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *

Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)}.d" Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
IPS Security requires Sﬁgﬁ;:ggcaebplicants for a variety of Tl % Al Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be 2 s o= experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
suitable to join our team you must: o e *Permanent Visas
e Hold a first Aid certificate &t A*.d"" *Temporary Visas
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘3‘ gSSIrIr *Citizenship
- . . *Visa Cancellation
¢ Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . D i
"o s eportation
e Speak fluent English J"u‘j o>

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
e Have excellent presentation Aty dwl ﬂ |

e Be reliable )hﬂi-j z“w‘

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control

o2 g ialeadly dagladlg 719 1 ul g Rubaime) pgad
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
(Events) ddlie *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions Hekk 0457555555 :‘iz)." ‘,‘G Jlﬂsw

Patrol positions

We have full time, part time and casual positions .o & . .
available. Y] o>
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 .

~ No recruitment companies d'“'" A %8 - w . - " . v e W
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . < Oﬁ&" GM ‘}\.ﬂ.ﬂ 0)@4-" w Welae QAR b @ ps-'kl.y?‘ &Q{J
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax; 1300572 627 <Ml B gay 0413805930 : @yl ke (otbad (33 5ubgad
_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r *
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Malcolm Turnbull scraps
Tony Abbott's Knights

and Dames

The Queen gives the Duke of Edinburgh the Insignia of a Knight of
the Order of Australia in the presence of Alexander Downer in April.

Photo: Getty Images

Malcolm Turnbull has
dumped Tony Abboit’s
widely ridiculed policy
of reinstating Knights
and Dames, saying the
titles are “not appropri-
ate” in modern Austra-
lia.

The new Prime Minister
announced on Monday
that he was dumping
the titles nearly seven
weeks after ousting Mr
Abbott from the top job.
In a statement, Mr Turn-
bull said the decision
was recently taken by
cabinet and approved
by the Queen.

“The cabinet recently
considered the Order
of Australia, in this its
40th anniversary year,
and agreed that Knights
and Dames are not ap-
propriate in our modern
honours system,” he
said.

Mr Turnbull said the
change will not affect
existing Knights and
Dames, meaning Prince
Philip will potentially be
Australia’s last Knight.
Mr Abbott March 2014
decision to reinstate
Knights and Dames in
Australia was one of his

most notorious “cap-
tain’s picks”.
He described the

change at the time as an
“important grace note
in our national life”.

Mr Abbott said he ex-
pected recipients to
include governors-gen-

eral, state governors,
chiefs of defence forces
and chief justices rather
than politician.

The decision was
mocked at the time but
it became a lightning
rod for Mr Abbott’s crit-
ics when he appointed
Prince Philip a Knight
on Australia Day earlier
this year.

He said the 93-year old
was being recognised
for his “contribution to

Australia  throughout
the Queen’s 62-year
reign.”

Mr Abbott dismissed a
social media backlash
against the decision as
“electronic graffiti”.

“I'll leave social media
to its own devices. So-
cial media is kind of like
electronic graffiti and |
think that in the media,
you make a big mistake
to pay too much atten-
tion to social media,”
Mr Abbott said at the
time.

“You wouldn’t report
what’s sprayed up on
the walls of buildings.”
Earlier gongs had gone
to former chief of the
defence force Angus
Houston and former
governor-general Quen-
tin Bryce, who accepted
the title despite being a
republican.

Peter Cosgrove was
automatically made a
Knight upon becoming
Governor-General.

Housing crisis report says backyards for children
vanishing as oldies stay put

Backyards will soon be un-
attainable for the majority
of children born in Sydney
and Melbourne, according
to an explosive new report
which blames a buildup in
the number of largely-empty
houses occupied by Austra-
lians over the age of 50.

The report by academics
Bob Birrell and David Mc-
Closkey from the Australian
Population Research Insti-
tute finds Sydney will need
an extra 309,000 homes by
2022 and Melbourne will
need an extra 355,000.

Half of those needed in Syd-
ney and two-thirds of those
needed in Melbourne will
be freestanding houses, if
families with children are
to have the same access to
backyards they have now.
But census data unearthed
for the report shows an as-
tonishing 50 to 60 per cent
of freestanding houses in
the middle suburbs of Aus-
tralia’s two biggest cities
are occupied by Australians
aged 50 and older.

“Few of these older house-
holds show much interest in
downsizing or any need to
do so because of ill health,
care needs or partner
death,” it says.

Almost all Australians in
these houses stay there
until beyond the age of 15.
Even when they move, they
typically switch to other
freestanding houses rather
than to flats or apartments.
The report, to be released on
Monday, says the number of
freestanding houses occu-
pied by older Australians will
swell by 65,000 in Sydney
and 16,900 in Melbourne as
more Australians age.

It says the Coalition added
a new financial incentive for
older Australians to stay by
boosting the rate at which
the pension was lost for fi-
nancial assets above the
assets test threshold. Older
Australians who downsize
and free up capital will be-
come more likely to lose the
pension.

“I am certainly not saying
older Australians should
move,” Dr Birrell told Fairfax
Media. “Their house serves
all sorts of important func-

tions: providing for grand-
kids, gardening, becoming
as a locus for friends. But
what | think doesn’t matter.
The fact is that unless there
is a cultural revolution we
will see no net movement
out of detached houses un-
til the age of 15, and even
then it will only be slight.
They are not making way for
younger people.”

The report says young fami-
lies wanting freestanding
houses in Melbourne are be-
ing forced to outer suburbs
like Frankston and Hume
and to new estates on the
fringe whereas in Sydney
they are being forced into
walk-up units.

“In Sydney it’s got to the
stage where around 30 per
cent of young women with
children live in flats and
apartments,” Dr Birrell said.
“In Melbourne it’s still half
that, and in the rest of Aus-
tralia it’s half again.”

More intensive develop-
ment of inner suburbs was
no solution. The increase in
land values meant that even
when inner suburban blocks
were divided, the newly cre-
ated houses cost more than
$1 million each.

“We are seeing costs con-
tinuing to rise in the hyper-
amenity suburbs. They will
become increasingly exclu-
sive to those with a high
level of resources, increas-
ing the gulf between those
wealthy enough to enjoy
them and the rest who have
to live far away,” Dr Birrell
said.

There were already signs of
young people delaying leav-
ing home. Some would de-
lay having children or have
fewer children, some would
move out of Sydney and
Melbourne and migrants
might bypass Australia alto-
gether.

There was “no possibility”
that the deluge of inner high-
rise apartments coming on
to the Melbourne market
would help.

“These apartments are pre-
dominantly tiny 60 square
metre or smaller dwellings
with no access to protected
outdoor space,” Dr Birrell’s
report says. “They are totally

unsuitable for raising a fam-
ily. They are tiny because
developers selling into over-
seas markets need to keep
prices below $600,000.”

An extra 90,000 inner Mel-
bourne apartments would

come on to the market in the
next five years creating a
glut that would help neither
young families nor older
Australians. They would be
rented cheaply to students,
backpackers and tourists.

Strong Surplus And Jobs Growth

Confirmed

The Treasurer Tim Pallas to-
day tabled the 2014-15 Fi-
nancial Report, confirming
Victoria’s strong budgetary
position and steady econom-
ic growth.

It showed that Victoria’s
economy grew steadily in
2014-15, with state final de-
mand growing by 2.1 per cent
in 2014-15, and employment
rising by 2.1 per cent — the
strongest result of the main-
land states, above the na-
tional average of 1.2 per cent,
and, the strongest outcome
since 2010-11.

It also confirms a surplus of
$1.2 billion for 2014-15, more
than $300 million higher than
the revised estimate, with
strong surpluses forecasted
every year over the budget
and forward estimates.

The Treasurer noted that the
2014-15 Financial Report
contained two qualifications
made by the acting Auditor
General regarding:

- Commonwealth funding for
the East West Link project

* Recording of property, plant
and equipment at the Depart-
ment of Education and Train-
ing.

The first qualification relates
to whether Victoria was obli-
gated to return the $1.5 billion
set aside for the East West
Link simply because the then
Abbott Government took an
arbitrary decision to demand
its return.

Advice provided to Treasury
states that no liability is or
was required to be recog-
nized, as the funds were on
Victoria’s books and would
not be returned. This account-
ing treatment was confirmed
by independent accounting
firm Ernst and Young, and
legal advice from a Queen’s
Counsel.

The Federal Treasurer, Scott
Morrison, also recently con-
firmed Victoria’s long-held

position that the money will
stay in Victoria and go to-
wards productive infrastruc-
ture projects that our state
needs and voted for.

The second qualification re-
fers to issues first flagged by
VAGO in 2013/14 around the
Department of Education>s
accounting records. This re-
lates to the need to improve
poor record keeping and fol-
lows concerning revelations
at IBAC about the culture of
the Department.

The Department is in the
process of implementing an
improved asset management
system, as part of a compre-
hensive reform of its gover-
nance and culture.
Attributable to the Treasurer,
Tim Pallas

“Victoria’s strong economic
performance has been con-
firmed today, with our jobs
growth the strongest of any
of the mainland states. Vic-
toria’s economic growth is
steady, the state is in surplus,
and will stay in surplus under
an Andrews Labor Govern-
ment.

“The Auditor-General’s quali-
fication on the East West Link
funding runs contrary to the
facts and the advice from the
DTF and Ernst and Young -
the money was on Victoria’s
books, and was always stay-
ing there, to be used for infra-
structure that Victorians need
and voted for.”

Attributable to the Minister
for Education, James Merlino
“I have spoken with the Audi-
tor General regarding the dis-
claimer opinion and also met
with him today, along with
the DET Secretary to ensure
this is not repeated.”

“I will ensure the Department
works closely with VAGO
throughout the course of this
year to make sure all effort
is made to prevent this from
happening again.”
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Grattan Institute says money raised by higher uni-

e

versity fees likely to go into research

One dollar in every five spent on university research comes from surpluses from teaching, the Grattan Institute esti-
mates. Photo: Gabriele Charotte

Increasing the cost of de-
grees is likely to produce
little benefit for students
as universities would in-
stead pump much of the
extra money into research
projects rather than teach-
ing, according to new re-
search from one of Aus-
tralia’s top think tanks.

A report by the Grattan
Institute, which comes as
the Turnbull government
develops a new set of
higher education changes,
finds Australian universi-
ties earn up to $3.2 billion
a year more from students
than they spend on teach-
ing. One dollar in every
five spent on research
comes from surpluses
from teaching, the think
tank estimates.

Grattan Institute higher ed-
ucation program director
Andrew Norton said there
was a “high risk” universi-
ties would use increased
revenue from student fees
or government funding to
pay for research rather
than to improve students’
educational experience.
Mr Norton said the figures
- which include revenue
from domestic undergrad-
uate, postgraduate and in-
ternational students - were
conservative estimates.
Rather than being in crisis,
his report finds “teaching
at current quality levels is
not generally under-fund-
ed” in Australia.

The government has put
its plan to fully deregu-
late university fees on ice,
but is considering options
to give institutions more
scope to increase fees -

including by raising caps
on the amount universi-
ties can charge for their
courses.

University vice-chancel-
lors have said increased
fees would allow them to
reduce class sizes and
invest in new facilities for
students, but Mr Norton is
sceptical of such claims.
“It is not clear that teach-
ing would be improved by
increases, whether from
public or private sources,
in per-student funding,”
the Grattan Institute report
finds.

“Both fee flexibility and
increased per-student
funding could, in theory,
improve the current teach-
ing funding system...But in
practice there is no guar-
antee that students would
see the full benefits of in-
creased funding. Universi-
ties would face pressures
and temptations to spend
any additional money on
research instead.”
Research outcomes are
particularly important for
universities because they
heavily influence how uni-
versities perform on inter-
national rankings tables.
Universities can also use
money earned through
teaching for whatever re-
search they are interested
in, rather than having to
apply to the government
for grants.

The report finds a lack of
strong evidence that stu-
dents directly benefit from
university research, even
though research-intensive
institutions tend to charge
more for degrees.

Privately, many university
leaders admit they would
not have supported fee
deregulation if they be-
lieved there was sufficient
public investment in re-
search.

The report calls for safe-
guards to be put in place
to ensure students would
benefit from increased
fees. This could include
requiring universities to
publish plans for how
they will improve the stu-
dent experience and out-
comes, or asking them to
prove how they spent the
extra revenue on services
relevant to students.

Mr Norton, who conduct-
ed a major review on uni-
versity funding for former
education minister Chris-
topher Pyne, said univer-
sities should at least have
to be more transparent
about where they spend
their money.

Education Minister Si-
mon Birmingham said
last week that the cross-
subsidisation from teach-
ing to research was on his
agenda, but there was a
strong case for students
to contribute more to the
costs of their degree.
Labor higher education
spokesman Kim Carr said
the Grattan Institute re-
port showed the govern-
ment should abandon any
plans to deregulate uni-
versity fees.

Universities Australia
chief executive Belinda
Robinson said it showed
university research fund-
ing is “clearly insuffi-
cient”.

Scott Morrison’s lukewarm re-
ception for wide-ranging New
Zealand-style GST

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Treasurer Scott Morrison are pre-
paring a tax reform package to take to the net election. Photo: Andrew
Meares

Lifting the GST to 15 per
cent and applying it to
food, health and educa-
tion would reap $130 bil-
lion in revenue in just
one year, official cost
ings commissioned by a
Turnbull government MP
show.

But Treasurer Scott Mor-
rison has stressed the
idea is not official policy
and sits at the “extreme
end” of the options avail-
able to the government as
it mulls a tax reform pack-
age ahead of the next fed-
eral election.

Costings by the Parlia-
mentary Budget Office
show raising the GST
and applying it to 91 per
cent of goods and ser-
vices would deliver an
extra $65.6 billion in the
2017/18 fiscal year.

This is more than double
the current expected rev-
enue based on the 10 per
cent rate, which does not
apply to fresh food, health
and education.

Mr Morrison welcomed
the independent analysis
conducted for Nation-
als backbencher David
Gillespie but played down
the prospect of applying
the tax to health and edu-
cation.

“There’s a lot of detailed
modelling there which |
suppose sets out one op-
tion that sits right at the, |
think, the very end of the
spectrum,” Mr Morrison

told Sky News.

“l should stress it’s not
the government’s posi-
tion or even the Nationals’
position but it represents
an option | suppose.”

In his third interview in
just three hours, Mr Mor-
rison went further. He told
Sydney radio station 2GB
the idea sat “on the ex-
treme end”.

In an earlier interview with
the ABC, Mr Morrison
suggested that “practical
reasons” existed for not
applying the GST to food,
health and education in
2001. Fresh food was
left out because of a deal
the Howard government
struck with the Democrats
to get the policy through
the Senate.

Mr Morrison did not state
what the “practical rea-
sons” were.

When he appeared on
Sky, the Treasurer nomi-
nated only health and
education as being left
out of the original GST for
the same issues he said
remained in 2015.
“Originally when the GST
was introduced there
were very practical rea-
sons why health and edu-
cation were not included
in the GST base and those
practical issues remain as
challenging as they were
back then,” he said.

He did not rule out the idea
of applying an increased
GST to fresh food.

“We’re not getting into
the features of this at the
moment,” he said.

On Sunday, Assistant
Treasurer Kelly O’Dwyer
said the government was
considering four reform
options provided by Trea-
sury. They range from
raising the GST to 15 per
cent and removing ex-
emptions, to increasing
the rate to just 12.5 per
cent and retaining current
exemptions.

Ms O’Dwyer stressed that
the government was fo-
cussed on improving the
overall tax intake and not
increasing it.

Mr Morrison on Mon-
day said the government
wanted to bring down in-
come taxes and remove
disincentives for people
to work and earn more.
He stressed the Common-
wealth was working with
the states.

“And we’re looking at a
whole range of options:
state taxes, federal taxes
and the Prime Minister
and | have made it clear
that when it comes to
superannuation
opened that up for con-
sideration.”

But he criticised a rival
proposal by Queensland
and Victoria to increase
the Medicare Levy instead
of the GST saying it would
be an effective increase
on income tax. Mr Mor-
rison again stressed the
government had to deal
with bracket creep.
Former treasurer Joe
Hockey warned in July
that bracket creep would
see the average full time
wage - currently around
$77,000 - soon sit in the
second-top income tax
bracket.

But at least one govern-
ment backbencher has
warned his own side
against raising taxes in
return for temporary in-
come tax reductions.

we’ve
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Malcolm Turnbull’s tax reform plans
facing pushback from Liberal MPs

Senator Cory Bernardi says any rise in the GST should be linked
to a flat rate of taxation. Photo: Andrew Meares

Malcolm Turnbull’s
plans to reform Austra-
lia’s tax system is fac-
ing a pushback from his
own side with Liberal
MPs demanding long-
term structural reform
and tax cuts to com-
pensate for a potential
rise in the GST to 15
per cent, or broaden-
ing of the tax to cover
new items such as fresh
food.

Debate within the Co-
alition about tax reform
has ramped up against
the backdrop of spiral-
ling state health and
education costs, $80
billion in cuts over a de-
cade in these key areas
from the 2014 budget
and an ongoing federal
budget deficit.
Reflecting fears in the
Coalition government
that tax reform could ac-
tually increase the over-
all tax take, an anathema
to many Liberals, Sena-
tors Cory Bernardi and
lan Macdonald and MPs
Angus Taylor and Bert
van Manen warned off
senior colleagues from
simply raising the GST
from 10 to 15 per cent.
The quartet all advanced
the view, shared by eco-
nomic dries across the
Liberal party room, that
any change to the GST
must be accompanied
by cuts to personal or
business taxes.

Senator Bernardi said,
“Tax reform means low-
ering taxes and every

justification that [I've
seen for tax reform thus
far entails an overall in-
crease in government
revenue. That’s not re-
form, that’s gouging.”
“There should be a flat
rate of tax. Say, for ex-
ample, a personal in-
come tax that would not
exceed 35 per cent ..
We need to have a high-
er tax-free threshold,
lower marginal tax rates
and ensure government
ends the money churn,”
he said.

Mr Taylor welcomed
“genuine debate” about
tax reform but cautioned
the end goal had “to be
about tax reform, not a
tax hike and that means
changing the tax mix,
not increasing the tax
burden, with some com-
bination of personal and
business tax cuts”.

“We should look at pay-
roll and stamp duty too,
we need to move from
less efficient to more ef-
ficient ones,” he said.
Mr van Manen said tax
reform was critically
important but “we need
long-term structural re-
form of the tax system
for the benefit of the
country, just focusing
on the GST is not going
to solve our problems”.
Senator Macdonald told
ABC radio he was “op-
posed to any increase
beyond 10 per cent of
the GST rate” and sug-
gested broadening the
base instead.

The comments from the
back bench come de-
spite the Prime Minister
promising last month
that any change to the
GST “certainly has to
be a part of a suite of
measures, it’s not doing
it, no one I think is seri-
ously suggesting doing
it in isolation”. Mr Turn-
bull on Monday pledged
any tax changes would
be fair and there would
be “no disadvantage
to the most vulnerable
Australians”.

Mr Turnbull and Trea-
surer Scott Morrison
have left a raft of options
for tax reform on the ta-
ble, but Mr Morrison has
shut down a proposal
from the Queensland
and Victorian Labor
governments to instead
increase the Medicare
levy, which would raise
about $18 billion.

The Grattan Institute
has estimated that a
GST rise from 10 to 15
per cent would raise an
additional $30 billion
a year in revenue, with
state premiers includ-
ing NSW’s Mike Baird
and South Australia’s
Jay Weatherill suggest-
ing that money could, at
least in part, be used to
fund the rising cost of
health care or to fund
income tax cuts.
Victorian Premier
Daniel Andrews and
Queensland’s Annas-
tacia Palaszczuk have
publicly stated their op-
position to a GST rise
from 10 per cent to 15
per cent and instead
backed a Medicare levy
rise.

But privately, key politi-
cal allies of the two La-
bor premiers confirmed
to Fairfax Media on
Monday the two state
governments would
respect Mr Turnbull’s
mandate if he won the
next election.

Identity fraudsters attack Tax Office
at least 11,000 times in one year

The ATO recorded 91,000 “revenue fraud incidents” in 2014-15. Photo: Louie Douvis

The Australian Taxation
Office has been targeted
more than 11,000 times
by identity fraudsters at-
tempting to steal tax re-
funds in the 2014-2015
financial year.

And a help-service for
victims of identity crime
says it is being inundat-
ed with taxpayers whose
IDs have been hijacked
and their tax returns
robbed.

The 11,000 attempts at
ID fraud are part of the
wider picture of 91,000
“revenue fraud inci-
dents” recorded on the
ATO’s systems in 2014-
2015.

Only the efforts that were
detected and foiled are
recorded, according to
the agency, with the full
extent of successful
frauds unclear.

But iDcare, a service that
helps victims rebuild
their identities after they
have been stolen, says
the volume of calls for
help it is currently re-
ceiving indicates that
criminals are reaping a
tax-time bonanza from
unsuspecting taxpayers.
Managing director Dave
Lacey said his staff had
dealt with at least 400
cases this financial year
involving tax refund
theft.

He said taxpayer money
was being lost as the
ATO’s process was typi-

cally to determine an
initial refund was fraudu-
lent and then reissue the
funds to the victim.
“We’re in tax fraud sea-
son at the moment. It's
organised crime. It’s big
business. This has been
going on for months
now,” he said.

Mr Lacey said the big-
gest impact on victims
was often not the initial
financial loss but the ef-
fect identity theft had on
their mental health, with
one in five - almost one
in four - requiring ongo-
ing mental health sup-
port.

He said this was largely
because of how victims
were treated by govern-
ment agencies and or-
ganisations when they
tried to follow up on the
fraud, seek answers for
how it occurred and re-
establish themselves.
“We test these things
continuously and regret-
tably the standards are
very low,” Mr Lacey said.
Fairfax Media revealed
last week that sophisti-
cated cyber-crims had
managed to penetrate
employers’ payroll sys-
tems, making off with de-
tailed information on un-
suspecting workers and
using the data to lodge
bogus tax returns.

Other victims have told
how their legitimate tax
refunds had been si-

phoned off into bank
accounts operated by
the fraudsters after fake
MyGov profiles had been
built by the thieves.

The ATO says it stopped
about $9 million in re-
funds going out in 2014-
2015 after finding they
had been fraudulently
claimed and the previ-
ous year the figure was
even higher, with $11
million prevented from
being paid amid 18,000
attempts at ID fraud.
Victims have complained
about a lack of police
follow-up, but an ATO
spokeswoman said the
agency had its own in-
vestigators who teamed
up with the Australian
Federal Police when
frontline police powers
were needed.

“The ATO maintains a
criminal investigation ca-
pability that investigates
significant tax crime
matters, which includes
identity crime enabled
refund fraud and refers
briefs of evidence to the
Commonwealth  Direc-
tor of Public Prosecu-
tions for consideration

and prosecution,” the
spokeswoman said.
“The AFP executes

search warrants in sup-
port of ATO investiga-
tions and the ATO refers
matters to the AFP for in-
vestigation when AFP ca-
pabilities are required.”
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RBA governor Glenn Stevens says next in-
terest rate move ‘almost certainly’ a cut

“Were a change to monetary policy to be required in the near term, it
would almost certainly be an easing, not a tightening” RBA governor
Glenn Stevens. Photo: Louie Douvis

Reserve Bank gover-
nor Glenn Stevens says
if interest rates were to
move shortly, Australians
would see a cut rather
than increase.

Speaking at a conference
in Melbourne, Mr Stevens
also defended the RBA’s
decision not to compen-
sate consumers for recent
mortgage rate hikes, say-
ing the economy doesn’t
need the boost and most
households could absorb
the changes.

He says the decision by
Australia’s major banks
to lift their mortgage rates
recently had the equiva-
lent impact of removing
roughly half of one 0.25
percentage point mon-
etary policy change.

As such, they took back
a quarter of the extent of
interest rate easing seen
since the start of this
year.

“The question [is]
whether the recent chang-
es in mortgage rates re-
sults in an effective set of
financial conditions that
is ‘too tight’ for the econ-
omy,” Mr Stevens told the
Melbourne Institute eco-
nomic and social outlook
conference on Thursday.

“[But] the actions of
those banks that have
lifted mortgage rates over
recent weeks reverse a
little under half of this
year’s decline for floating
rate mortgages for owner
occupiers and have no ef-
fect, at this stage, on the
15 per cent of loans with

fixed rates.”

“For investors in housing,
these actions and those a
month or two earlier re-
verse the effects of this
year’s monetary policy
easing but, of course, this
was the lending that had
been growing most quick-
ly. Business loan rates
have not risen.”

He said conditions out-
side the mining industry
have been slowly improv-
ing, not deteriorating.

“So it is not as though the
increases in mortgage
rates are compounding
the effects of a serious
deterioration in economic
conditions overall,” he
said.

“We are still growing.
It would be good if the
growth was a bit stronger,
but nonetheless over the
past year the non-mining
side of the economy has
generated respectable
growth in employment,”
Mr Stevens said.

Interest rates would need
to remain low and might
yet be cut again.

The official cash rate is
currently 2 per cent.
“Were a change to mone-
tary policy to be required
in the near term, it would
almost certainly be an
easing, not a tightening”
Mr Stevens told the con-

ference.
“The rate of inflation is
clearly no impediment

to easing. The housing
market may be calming,
lessening risks from that
source, though by how

much and how persistent-
ly we cannot yet know.”
The governor said mea-
sured across all loans,
the rate hikes by Westpac,
the Commonwealth Bank,
the ANZ, and National
Australia Bank, had taken
back “perhaps a quarter
of the extent of interest
rate easing seen since
the start of this year, and
a smaller proportion of
the total easing in lending
costs seen over the past
two years.”

The increase was from
the lowest mortgage rates
“any current borrower
will have ever seen”.
“There are still a num-
ber of mortgage prod-
ucts with rates not much
above 4 per cent, even a
few advertising a ‘3’ be-
fore the decimal point”
Mr Stevens said.

He also said a significant
proportion of households
were ahead of schedule
on mortgage repayments,
in large part because they
did not lower their pay-
ments as interest rates
fell.

Most were unlikely to
need to part with extra
cash each month as a re-
sult of the changes.

“At this point, then, my
preliminary assessment
is that the macroeconom-
ic effect of these actions
in themselves may not be
large. It is one part of a
much bigger and evolving
landscape. Nonetheless,
the Reserve Bank Board
will keep this matter, and
that broader landscape,
under careful review,” he
said.

“Let me be clear that in
making these comments
I am not offering an en-
dorsement of the banks’
actions. Nor should an
assumption that share-
holder returns must not
decline as a result of the
effects of supervisory
measures, or any other
factor, simply be accept-
ed without question.”

Federal health funding cuts equivalent to closing two
major Victorian hospitals

The
| Royal

The Royal Melbourne stands to lose $1.3 billion in commonwealth funding

over the next decade. Photo: Paul Harris

Multibillion-dollar federal
funding cuts to Victoria’s
health system over the
next decade equate to
closing down two major
institutions, like the Royal
Melbourne Hospital which
employs about 9000 peo-
ple, state government of-
ficials say.

The Commonwealth’s
funding cuts would also
slash the equivalent of
23,000 elective surgery
procedures every two
years in Victoria, where pa-
tients will likely face longer
waits for care in coming
years and hospital workers
could be sacked, a federal
government inquiry into
Australia’s health system
heard on Wednesday.

As state and federal politi-
cians continue to debate
new ways of raising money
to fund healthcare, execu-
tive director of the Royal
Melbourne Hospital, David
Alcorn, told the inquiry
that his service was raising
millions of dollars through
its charity to pay for basic
equipment such as hoists
to lift patients and bedside
chairs because govern-
ment funding was inad-
equate.

The hospital’s executive
director of finance George
Kapitelli said: “Without the
foundation as a source of
funds for the Royal Mel-
bourne Hospital there
would be significant gaps
that we wouldn’t be able to
cover”.

After posting a deficit last
financial year, Dr Alcorn
said some people in the
public health sector had
likened their financial po-
sitions to the United States
“fiscal cliff”’ crisis in 2013,

when the country was ex-
pecting to go into reces-
sion. He said his hospital
treated more than 65,000
people in its emergency
department a year and that
insufficient  government
funding would threaten
how much elective surgery
it could do in future.
Acting secretary of the Vic-
torian Department of Health
and Human Services, Kym
Peake, said the federal
government’s decision to
scrap its system of nation-
al health funding last year
and replace it with a new
funding formula based on
the consumer price index
and population growth
would cut about $11.7 bil-
lion previously expected
for Victoria’s system over
the next decade.

“tIh would equate to the
level of service delivery
of two health services the
size of Melbourne Health
(which runs the Royal Mel-
bourne),” she said.

Up until 2011, Ms Peake
said commonwealth fund-
ing for Victoria’s health
system was growing by
about 6.6 per cent a year,
increasing to 1.1 per cent
per year in 2013-14. This
rate of growth was ex-
pected to increase to 9.4
per cent per year from
2014-15, but in its 2014-
15 budget, the federal gov-
ernment said it would no
longer honour its national
partnership agreement for
health funding with the
states and territories.

Ms Peake said this meant
annual commonwealth
funding growth would slow
to about 4.3 per cent per
annum on recent estimates.
To make up for this short-

fall, she said the Victorian
government increased its
health funding by 6.1 per
cent in its most recent
budget But over time, she
said the ability to maintain
service levels and avoid
increases in waiting lists
for emergency department
care and elective surgery
will get “significantly more
difficult”, especially with
more chronic and complex
health conditions to treat
and more expensive medi-
cal technology.

Over the next decade, Ms
Peake said the Royal Mel-
bourne would lose $1.3
billion in commonwealth
funding; the Alfred $1.4
billion; Geelong Hospi-
tal $840 million; Bendigo
$476 million; and Ballarat
$455 million.

“The reduction in capacity
will be significant across
metropolitan and regional
Victoria,” she said.

A spokesman for federal
Health Minister Sussan Ley
said she was committed to
working with state and ter-
ritory governments, “who
are ultimately responsible
for hospital performance,
to deliver a more efficient
hospital system”.

“Hospital funding under
the Turnbull government
continues to go up year
on year. In Victoria, fund-
ing to public hospitals will
increase by 25 per cent
over the next four years or
by over $950 million,” she
said.

Mr Kapitelli said if the new
funding model did not cov-
er salary increases beyond
inflation, it would create a
significant gap that could
lead to staff cuts. However
Dr Alcorn said: “We would
do our very best to pre-
serve a workforce that’s
fit for purpose and is very
loyal”.

“Even if we did move to a
redundancy program, and
I'm not foreshadowing we
will, it is still a very expen-
sive exercise,” he said.

The Select Committee into
Health is inquiring into
health policy, administra-
tion and expenditure. It will
provide a final report to the
Senate in June 2016.
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