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www.ldplb.org

In Memoriam 25 Years

and his Family

Australia and its President

in a Requiem Mass

Sunday, 25th October 2015

11.00 AM

Our Lady of Lebanon Church

40 Alice Street, Harris Park

The Lebanese Liberal Democrats of

TRACY CHAMOUN request your
presence to honour their memory

Requiem for President Dany Chamoun
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dddg Llea IPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? lts time for
change!
At IPS Secwurity we value our employess and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security requires gualified applicants for a vanety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our feam you must

= Hold a first Aid cerificate
= Hold a current Viciorian Security Licence i}. ﬁbb
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
= Speak fluent Emglish

= Have excellent presentation

= [Be reliable
We have the following security posifions available;
Crowd Control
{Events)

= RS5A cerificate

&  Aygilable 7 daysinights

Static positions

Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions

available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Mo recruitment companies

Vietoria Licence Number: 774-201-105%

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627
Email: employmenti@lipssecurity.com.au

IPS ad
g Security
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PREMIUM DESIGN
& ENGINEERING

AA CONCRETE & FORMWORK

We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit
an expression of interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial,

Michael Hammoud
Senior Architect - Engmeenng Desginer

Industrial Residential and High rise Buildings.

By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services,
AA can supply an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package.
AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for
your formwork and concreting. We can also provide in-house design
schemes specific for each one of your project including engineering
for final certification and approval, where required.

Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing
requirements, from fixed lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or

schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management
system. We have implemented a number of practical and targeted
initiatives to ensure the ongoing safety of our employees, sub-
contractors and clients.

All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience,
and capability to supply services, ensuring our people are qualified
to carry out your tasks as required, maintaining a safe working
environment for all parties concerned thereby being able to deliver

your projects on time and on budget.

PLEASE CALL
SAM 0406551555
Or

Michael 0413561164
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LOUIS VALENTINO s ki
PORCELLANATO HEammibamaitans

: . : ) Trades Centre;
Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22 /24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B Th ' ;
; e Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel; 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole — akad Loyl La)Sm &S mi 0 ¢ilidluw g3 gitiild sod O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of ¢ Lzglgisilly Emballl izl (u Je Goiums il dadudl

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. ~Opually Ordighly ouliadl Gl 8 yilee dasig (ke s
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies ombisdl 3933 dacgddl (w0 dsadin a2y le o LiSww O
whole sale prices in Australia caboad| slawuly 839l (Ale dadl paaauadly Daaigdly

ilgin LS HLLI pguitlg Juadly Juelais

SSUBRTIANINY M\ amaricroup | (&) MADE]

P O R C E L LA N ATO Professional Tiing Equipment

B, AQUASEAL [l =
Stone, Tile & Cart-:re:teSaIuﬁ:j \ L ] na Va tex

Tuu.l“' RAINT AT SENSI III.E\ Pnler\ﬁ

ADHESIVES * SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING|

/
Ly

cne

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

Smm, 10mm and 12mm tile ‘ . .

. e wm ww

spacers
15 L water proofing
Nova Flex 20kg
Super Nova 20kg
Nova Ezy 20kg
Nova Mastic 20kg
K-10 water proof
Powder
Fibre glass roll ) .y
And much much more iplgadl byl
:(Showroom) yaydl dlua

We also hold w0 i lua At (4 dasad| i (¥l (e
Davco ’ “..).g.h.ﬂ

ASA Bostic elall sy § o Llua § (o Cusl
Mapei (Trades Centre) & il S
Novatex el a0 iz Lrlua T (w daead| o WiSHI (0
Ardex el e § o Llua T e cad|

fooooo
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Wosi ity ShelMEST
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2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt LeW|§ N.SW & 9791 .1321 - M: 0414 22 55 77 Email: tony. Lag y2ga ¥+ ) EAT |N OH TAKE AWAY
mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com

Check out our Prices on our Page on Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria a & (@3'3

aan elalall pansg I gla Y)Y wla

TOAIIEWATCIIDIIN ‘ o ¢
aang w ﬁ MH 3 ﬁ) u.
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbu Rd
e R Ay gt A bt
email: barga%n__wafi?l);:ugg@“),l?o?tggitigg * * * !;%Hx
(R & 25 e o . DR ApCO 20 L wa | O !‘,’——N""
| A Lodd p9gd $110 g i = |

. . Apco 20 L 3x1..Sealer, =
sked! pyled Primer,Undercoaty $110 g

Cﬂjaiw Apco 20 L adul $85

! . (8
oI i 5 3y Lj Joaad! A

2 L \ M LH
= G

Dulux Wash & Wear 15L $165
Dulux Weathershield 15 L. $175
Finess 20L From $98
Taubmans Endure 15L $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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QLY ps aud yeidlg Head Office Melbourne
l'“"" PV (eS| Ay Jglat! L J.‘, 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062

Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500

Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400

Adelaide
6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

I1ZZA HOUSE

"Firs¢t I N Austraffa"

Lt | At (D (FoN I ool Auiiw 9o
Pizza - Pasta - 03¥glg pgllas (paluy dsnsll lgarbal
dudland (g @.wd.l m»@hl.r.m

Steak - Seafood 3, o, o gsha - hilias - Gasls - (3id
oo DD itguisd| dadll S89adl Bas¥| Hsd

101 Lygon St, Carlton, all .. deus
VIC 30353 Lo lalguats bt 6 ko g ol guid | s 34
Ph 03 9347 1630 aaS 0¥l il 3| ST e

Fax 03 9348 1112 bessited B dpllaudl 98:d yugde3
i 5 _
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almaza Beer

Make it o lebanese summer

P @S3ILDLeN
Jas | atl_smgd!
OO9Me uiSe s
D oriisn S2aS Juawe 5|
;@S Ala
0405272581

s g
N e Ac-lal
pos=sillalle L8 Jo¥l

dnle S - 3w alacl - Silales - zl9) - duglad
Sllid| a9 dald
oo &N QA 0 i Q3 Qe ogsion)
Ph:03 9354 46863
Mob: 0418175417 or 0425 622 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

Classica PL
12 Lincoln Street

East Brunswick VIC 3057
Tel: 03 9383 5222

Oliad L 3 4131 1 | garesins
A ol ilagdl Hludll g

i odl e ()ygala
.% am

Telopia Liquor Store
55 Adderton Road . . :
Telopia NSW 2117 achuad | o sl @ gl S shuse

Tel: 02 9871 4295

st G 1 st

“ oS oo . .
dayg dlea IPS Security
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy s
change! IPS g-\ﬂ-?
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)}.d"
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of YO B
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ O'G
suitable to join our team you must: o e
«  Hold a first Aid certificate e Al
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . “t |?
o0 @S
¢ Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s W .
e Speak fluent English J"u‘j o>
e Have excellent presentation .3*‘“" P ﬂ |
e Bereliable £ e e
We have the following security positions available; )ML.’ Mh‘"
Crowd Control o ee
(Events) Audle
o RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions .o & . .
available. L Ad 8
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 ol
No recruitment companies ey
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . .d-ﬂ-" gﬁ 4Ad)
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 ~ Jlad! 2 gay

_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au r

il | DL Al g9 3V 81 ond | duss

§/' CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
% Registered Migration Agent

A

. MARN; 1174229

< FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

Email: delhalabil @gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

o2 g ialeadly dagladlg 719 1 ul g Rubaime) pgad
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@8 o oks Jhaid

3 nel B i ka5 gl Olan o b b @S | e
0413805930 :h i s el B3 Fubgasl
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Housing bust now the greatest recession risk, say in-
vestment banks

Analysts have flagged an oversupply in the housing market as a potential risk. Photo: Erin Jonasson

House prices are set for a
1.5 per cent decline from
March next year, with the
resulting slowdown in
housing lending and con-
struction activity set to hit
the broader economy, ac-
cording to a range of in-
vestment banks.

“Our economics team are
forecasting  quarter-on-
quarter house prices to fall
from the March 2016 quar-
ter before beginning to
recover from June 2011,”
said Macquarie Research
in a briefing note enti-
tled: “Australian Banks:
What goes up, must come
down”.

Macquarie said there
would be a “1.5 per cent
reduction from peak to
trough”.

Another economist says
heavy household debt and
softening house prices
pose a greater recession
risk to the Australian econ-
omy than the slowdown in
China.

Bank of America Merrill
Lynch Australian econo-
mist Alex Joiner says high
historic indebtedness,
coupled with the chance
of a downturn in house-
building and prices, could
further crimp consumer
spending and property
investment once the Re-
serve Bank of Australia
was forced to tackle in-
flation by lifting interest
rates.

He said while the chance

of a “hard landing” in the
Chinese economy - on
which Australia depends
heavily for exports and
inward investment - was
small, a sharp decline in
demand for housing in
overheated markets such
as Melbourne and Sydney
was more probable and
would drag the broader
economy with it.

“We are not forecasting
collapse or the bursting of
any perceived bubble,” Mr
Joiner wrote in a note.
“That said, it is not difficult
to envisage a more hard
landing scenario in the
property market.

“This would clearly have
a greater negative macro-
economic impact chan-
nelled through households
and the residential con-
struction cycle,” he said.
His fears are based on
current household indebt-
edness measures, which
have soared to the highest
ever.

These include the dwell-
ing price-to-income ratio,
currently at “never before
observed” levels of five
and a half times, and a
household debt-to-gross-
domestic-product ratio,
which is at a “record high”
133.6 per cent.

Housing oversupply
Housing oversupply was
also a risk, as population
growth slowed and proper-
ty prices in Australia’s two
biggest cities remained

inaccessible to many, he
said.

Mr  Joiner’'s concerns
chime with a number of
other economists and
analysts, who all argue
that Australia’s reliance
on residential property
construction and buying
to fill the hole left by the
downturn in mining infra-
structure spending and,
more recently, commodity
prices, made the country
vulnerable to a sudden
downturn.

Efforts by the Australian
Prudential Regulation
Authority to lean against
the stimulatory effects of
record low interest rates
by controlling speculative
investment appear to be
working, but could prove
counterproductive, some
argue.

“Housing has certainly
been the sector keeping
Australia afloat post the
mining boom; however
the sector appears to have
peaked as regulators ap-
ply restrictive measures,”
wrote JCP Investment
Partners’ head of of in-
stitutional business Wes
Campbell.

“Macro prudential policy
tightening, tighter lending
standards, interest-only
loans being discouraged
by regulators and the re-
pricing of credit are all
expected to negatively
impact house prices and
the demand for credit,” he

wrote.

He rated the chance of
recession - after nearly
25 years without - as “el-
evated”.

“The combination of weak
disposable income and
high household debt is
concerning, particularly
given Australia may have
to raise interest rates in
the future to follow the
United States,” Mr Camp-
bell warned.

Macquarie also cautions
that slowing population
growth could eventually
lead to an overhang in new
housing supply, which
could ultimately drive
property  prices down
and leave over-leveraged
households exposed to
“negative equity”, where
the resale value of their
real estate does not cover
loan costs.

“Building approvals and
housing commencements,
at 200,000 plus, are run-
ning well ahead of esti-
mated underlying demand,
which we peg at 170,000
to 180,000 once current,
and prospective, popula-
tion growth rates are in-
corporated,” wrote ana-
lysts James Mcintyre and
Kevin Ge on Monday.

They said supply had un-
dershot demand for “sev-
eral years”, and this had
been reflected in higher
property  prices. This
would have to reverse,
they argue, once supply
outstripped demand.
“Improving affordability re-
quires either lower house
prices, lower interest rates,
or stronger household in-
come growth,” they wrote.
“In the absence of robust
wage and income growth
in the economy, achieving
the latter will be more diffi-
cult the longer that strong
dwelling supply persists.”
They forecast a slowing in
housing starts in 2016 and
2017, particularly in the
high-density apartments
segment.

“This is likely to be accom-

panied by weaker dwell-
ing prices, as the market
struggles to absorb the
currently bulging supply
pipeline,” they wrote.
Credit Suisse goes a step
further, warning that prop-
erty investment in Austra-
lia is now “riskier than the
equity market”, particular-
ly in New South Wales.
“Home-buying conditions
have deteriorated sharp-
ly,” wrote equity analysts
Damien Boey and Hasan
Tevfik.

“Surveys point to very
weak home-buying senti-
ment in NSW, the state
that had previously ben-
efited the most from inves-
tor and foreign buying.
“Macro-prudential tighten-
ing, out-of-cycle rate hikes
on investor mortgages,
and weakness in Chinese
buying are having a clear
impact on sentiment and
demand.

“Housing is no longer the
‘safe-haven’ asset relative
to equities,” they said.

Schools Inspire Victoria At The Re-
sourceSmart Education Awards

Minister for Environment,
Climate Change and Water
Lisa Neville has congratu-
lated Winters Flat Primary
School who has received
this year’s top ResourceS-
mart School of the Year
Award.

The Castlemaine-based
school was presented the
top award for their leader-
ship and local action in in-
corporating sustainability
measures in their school.
The ResourceSmart Edu-
cation Awards are Victo-
ria’s largest sustainability
awards program that rec-
ognise Victorian schools,
early childhood services,
students and teachers for
implementing measures to
reduce their environmental
footprint.

Winters Flat Primary School
is an impressive leader in
education for a more sus-
tainable future, embed-
ding sustainability in their
curriculum and engaging
students, parents and the
broader community.
Minister Neville also con-
gratulated all schools
that have been involved
in the Awards, including
ResourceSmart School of
the Year finalists, Bentle-
igh West Primary School,
St Louis de Montfort’s Pri-
mary School and Footscray
City College.

This year a record number
of impressive entries were
received, with over 180 en-
tries from more than 120

schools across the state,
demonstrating  Victorian
schools’ commitment to
practical local action on cli-
mate change.

This year, the Andrews La-
bor Government commit-
ted $1 million towards the
program to help Victorian
schools incorporate sus-
tainability into their cur-
riculum and provide prac-
tical learning initiatives for
students and professional
learning opportunities for
teachers.

Since 2011, over 1,200 Vic-
torian schools have mini-
mised their waste, saved
energy and water, promot-
ed biodiversity and reduced
greenhouse gas emissions,
collectively saving $15 mil-
lion through their participa-
tion in the ResourceSmart
Schools program.

For a full list of winners,
visit www.sustainability.vic.
gov.au

Quotes attributable to Min-
ister for Environment, Cli-
mate Change and Water
Lisa Neville
“Congratulations to all the
winners and finalists for
their hard work and com-
mitment towards making
positive environmental
changes in their schools
and local communities.”
“We’re proud to support
these young Victorians
and encourage them to use
their leadership skills to im-
plement long-term benefits
for our state.”




Page 36

Saturday 17 October 2015

the nuddle east

I

Yor0 Jo¥1 o i VY Cod

Y1 dodua

NEWS

‘Thousands will die’. Two terror threats in western Sydney
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Pictured is the exterior of Merrylands police station, which has received a letter threatening police. Picture:

Richard Dobson

Police respond to the alleged security threat at Westfield Penrith.Source: Supplied

TWO frightening terror
threats have been made to
high-level targets in west-
ern Sydney on Tuesday —
one at a police station and
another at a popular shop-
ping centre.

Police are investigating a
letter sent to Merrylands
police station threatening
police, non-Muslims and
Jews, accompanied by a
photo of an Islamic State
fighter with several sev-
ered heads.

This follows a security
threat made on social me-
dia towards the Westfield
shopping centre in Pen-
rith.

A police source said the
threatening letter to Mer-
rylands police station,
believed to have been re-
ceived monday, was “non-
specific” and was being
investigating by counter-
terrorism officers.

Radio 2GB broadcaster
Ray Hadley revealed con-
tents of the letter on his
show on Tuesday morn-
ing.

He said the letter con-
tained “threats of violence,
against non-Muslims, par-

ticularly Jewish schools
and police stations”.

“It warns that thousands
will die,” he said.

Hadley said in the photo
of the Islamic State fighter
there was an “an array of
severed heads in front of
him”.

NSW Police confirmed that
the station had received
the letter.

“Police would like to re-
mind members of the pub-
lic that it is an offence to
write threatening or violent
messages inciting others,”
a spokesman said.

There were no obvious
signs of increased secu-
rity at the busy western
Sydney police station in
the heart of Merrylands
on monday, with offi-
cers walking in and out
throughout the morning.
Meanwhile, police pa-
trolled Westfield Penrith
on tusday morning and
said nothing suspicious
was found and shoppers
were not at risk.

The alleged threat, made
on bulletin board 4chan,
was screenshot shared on
Twitter about 10.20am.

The anonymous user post-
ed on Monday night and
threatened gun violence,
according to @RedditAus.
The post read: “Warning
to people in Sydney: My
Australian friends and
family, | have decided I will
go out with a bang (quite
literally).

“I advise you not to go to
Penrith Westfields tomor-
row. As | will be there at
10am (AEDT) Tuesday
13th October. | have a gun
and unfortunately | am go-
ing to use it.”

Police arrived at the cen-
tre tuesday morning, but
left just before 11am.
“There was a high visibility
police presence this morn-
ing (tuesday) and nothing
suspicious was found,” a
police spokesman said.
“Police are now conduct-
ing inquiries in relation
to the threats made on
social media and hope to
put someone before the
courts shortly.”

Westfield Penrith centre
management spokeswom-
an said the centre was
open and trading as per
normal.

“We are open and operat-
ing as normal. As per our
security protocols we are
liaising with the police and
Westfield corporate affairs
office will issue a state-
ment shortly,” the spokes-
woman said.

The social media threat
follows a similar one made
against the University of
New South Wales Kens-
ington campus on Monday
when an anonymous user
posted a series of com-
ments online via a Achan
forum, including the chill-
ing warning: “might just
pull up on some happy
normies and start blast-
ing.”

Jewish schools operated
as normal on tuesday de-
spite the Merrylands po-
lice station threat, NSW
Jewish Board of Deputies
chief Vic Alhadeff said.
NSW Jewish Board of
Deputies chief executive
Vic Alhadeff said the com-
munity was aware of the
letter.

“We have been advised
that this unconfirmed
threat is general in na-
ture and not cause for any
changed security arrange-
ments,” he said.

“Our schools are operat-
ing as normal. We are in
regular contact with the
NSW Police and continue
to take their advice in rela-
tion to this matter.”
Several Jewish schools
in the eastern suburbs
are patrolled by armed
guards.

The Merrylands letter
comes a week after an Ar-
thur Phillip High School
student, 11, was arrested
outside the school for al-
legedly posting inflam-
matory material about the
shooting of police accoun-
tant Curtis Cheng by teen-
ager Farhad Jabar outside
NSW Police headquarters
at Parramatta.

In a Facebook post a
little more than an hour
after Jabar shot dead Mr
Cheng, he wrote: “Serves
you right | hope them lil
piggies get shot”.

Labor would support China trade deal
- with the right ‘safeguard’ measures

Labor has proposed em-
ployment safeguards and
raising the minimum sal-
ary that a foreign worker
can be paid from $53,000
to $57,000 as part of the
price for the Opposition
supporting the China Free
Trade Agreement.
Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten and Labor’s sen-
ate leader Penny Wong
have described its pro-
posed amendments as
“reasonable complemen-
tary safeguards” to make
sure there are not “win-
ners and losers” in the FTA
signed by the Coalition.
Ms Wong emphasised the
draft amendments, which
will be put out for public
and business comment,
are non-discriminatory to
the Chinese and nothing
Labor is proposing would
directly affect the FTA deal
as signed — something that
would allow China to tear
up the landmark deal.
Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull and Trade Minis-
ter Andrew Robb respond-
ed, saying the government
would consider Labor’s
proposal “in good faith”
but urged the Opposition
to agree to the FTA well
before the end of the year.
If the FTA is legislated
before Christmas, ({ariffs
worth $600 million will
be erased before another
round of benefits in 2016,
according to the govern-
ment.

Mr Robb said the Opposi-
tion was “basically looking
for added comfort” around
protections that already
exist in the agreement with
China.

“The safeguards that Pen-
ny Wong and Bill Shorten
talked about are in fact
already clear government
policy and are embedded
in the requirement by the
Department of Immigra-
tion [on the award of 451
visas],” Mr Robb.

Labor’s proposal would
amend the A51 visa sys-
tem which will determine
the entry of Chinese work-
ers into Australia under

the FTA. The 451 system
would now require

- employers entering
Investment Facilitation
Arrangement (IFA) work
agreements under the FTA
to advertise jobs locally
before turning to overseas
workers;

- the minimum base rate
of pay for A51 visa work-
ers to $51,000 a year;

- foreign workers in
trades like electrical work
or plumbing to obtain the
relevant occupational li-
cence or registration with-
in 60 days of arriving in
Australia.

Ms Wong said: “We rec-
ognise the benefits of the
ChAFTA, which does re-
move tariffs on Australian
exports and will boost
our farm exports and so
forth and improve access
to services. But there are
concerns about this agree-
ment. It goes further than
any other trade agreement
in relation to access to the
Australian labour market.”
Fairfax Media last week
revealed research by a for-
mer Rhodes Scholar and
Adelaide University aca-
demic, Dr Joanna Howe,
who found that if the FTA
proceeds without labour
market protections, the
Turnbull Government will
“effectively surrender au-
tonomy over its migration
laws” and invite a wave of
Chinese workers into Aus-
tralia, driving down local
wages and conditions.
Under the Labor, proposal
there would be certain ex-
emptions for labour market
testing, including for the
meat processing industry.
Ms Wong said there had
been no formal discussion
as yet on the proposed
amendments with Trade
Minister Andrew Robb.

Mr Shorten said there
should “enough people
of good will in the parlia-
ment” to find a compro-
mise and called on Prime
Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull to move on from the
“abrasive style of Tony
Abbott”.
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‘End this shame’. Clive Palmer to es-
tablish fighting fund for refugees suf-
fering ‘torture’

Palmer United Party leader Clive Palmer. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Federal MP and mining
magnate Clive Palmer
has pledged to establish
a legal fund to help asy-
lum seekers and refugees
at Manus Island and Nau-
ru, calling on the federal
government to “end this
shame”.

This is a chance to show
some humanity and gov-
ernment ministers who
are doing the wrong thing
need to be exposed

The member for Fairfax
and Palmer United Party
leader said allegations of
“torture and abuse of ref-
ugees”, including women
and children held in off-
shore detention, were “a
crucial test for Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull
and his government min-
isters to show compas-
sion and leadership”.

The move comes as La-
bor, the Greens and refu-
gee advocates step up
pressure on the Turnbull
government to solve the
thorny issue of detain-
ing asylum seekers, after
doctors at Melbourne’s
Royal Children’s Hospital
refused to discharge an
asylum seeker and her
child to immigration de-
tention on the weekend.
Mr Palmer said on Tues-
day he would establish a
legal fund for refugees to
access “court representa-
tion” so their cases could
be heard.

“Let’s get to the bottom
of this and let justice pre-
vail,” he said in a state-
ment.

“Too often in my elector-

ate and right around Aus-
tralia, people tell me they
are fed up with govern-
ment representatives act-
ing only for themselves.
“This is a chance to show
some humanity and gov-
ernment ministers who
are doing the wrong thing
need to be exposed.”

Mr Palmer did not say
how much money would
be set aside in the fund.
He was knocked off Aus-
tralia’s top 50 rich list in
January after his estimat-
ed wealth fell below $690
million.

He called on Immigration
Minister Peter Dutton to
“act decisively to end this
shame”.

“Mr Turnbull and his min-
isters are family people,
mothers and fathers. It’s
time they showed their
hearts and ended this
shocking chapter in Aus-
tralian history by con-
fronting the truth of how
asylum seekers are being
treated,” he said.

“If Australia prides itself
on being a just and hu-
mane society, the torture
and mistreatment of refu-
gees cannot be tolerated
for a day longer.”

Mr Palmer also took aim
at the Australian Border
Force Act, under which
detention centre workers
who disclose what goes
on inside are threatened
with up to two years in
prison.

He described the laws as
“an affront to our core
freedoms as a nation”.
Labor on Monday intro-

duced a private member’s
bill requiring immigration
officials to report all sus-
pected child abuse in off-
shore and onshore deten-
tion camps.

The Greens will also in-
troduce a bill to ban the
detention of children in
Australian-run centres.
Mr Palmer has previously
urged the government to
allow asylum seekers to
fly to Australia to have
their claims processed.

In 2014, Mr Palmer and
then-immigration minis-
ter Scott Morrison struck
a deal to allow the reintro-
duction of temporary pro-
tection visas and other
visas that may eventually
allow asylum seekers to
be given permanent resi-
dency.

Meantime, Nauru’s De-
partment of Justice and
Border Control says it
has finalised decisions
on refugee claims for all
but a handful of asylum
seekers on the island.
Deputy secretary Shyla
Vohra said about 90 peo-
ple a day were being in-
formed of the decision.
“Sufficient time is allo-
cated to each individual
with their representative
and an interpreter to ex-
plain the decision to them
and to explain the rea-
sons when a decision is
negative,” she said, add-
ing appeal options were
available.

Those found to be refu-
gees meet a caseworker
to discuss accommoda-
tion, employment “and
other next steps”, Ms
Vohra said.

In a surprise move last
week, Nauru Justice Min-
ister David Adeang said
the government intended
to determine all remain-
ing refugee claims and
said asylum seekers were
now free to come and go
from the detention centre
as they pleased.

Westpac rate rise ushers

property boom

History will show that
if there was a day that
marked the start of the
end of Australia’s resi-
dential property boom, it
was on wednesday.
Regulators and legisla-
tors who’ve spent the
past two years worry-
ing about an overheated
property market should
now be diverting atten-
tion to the fallout when
the home market starts to
deflate. That market ap-
pears to be increasingly
close to being caught in
a pincer between a big in-
crease in supply and the
start of moves by banks
to increase interest rates
on home loans.

Westpac has announced
it will be the first of the
big banks to raise interest
rates for owner occupied
home loans. Over the
past few months rates on
some investment prop-
erty loans have increased
but the owner occupied
residential heartland has
until now been shielded .
It is a fair bet that in the
Australian banking land-
scape - where there is
limited price based com-
petition between the ma-
jor lenders - that others
will follow.

There have been plenty
of mortgage holders still
hoping that the Reserve
Bank will usher in an-
other cut to official rates
this year and they’ll be
jolted at the news of the
a first large bank increas-
ing rates.

Those predicting a fall
in residential property
prices as early as the first
quarter of calendar 2016
should be feeling like
they’re on safer ground.
The reason for the rise in
interest rates is simple
enough. The amount of
capital that the banks
need to hold against
mortgages has increased
by 50 per cent thanks to
recent regulatory chang-
es.

Banks are also feeling the
pressure from additional
requirements to hold
more capital in the inter-
ests of making the bank-
ing system as a whole
safer. Over the past six
months all the banks
have been fortifying their
balance sheets by either
raising fresh equity or
selling assets to bolster
cash.

Westpac is the last of the
four majors to make a big
move in this regard but on

end of the

Wednesday announced it
would raise $3.5 billion.
The bottom line to regula-
tory moves to ensure the
major banks are in the top
quartile when it comes
to capital safeguards
among their global peers
- as recommended by the
Murray Financial System
Inquiry - was always go-
ing to come at a cost.
And there were plenty of
banks executives who,
while disagreeing with
the need to raise more
capital, made it clear
enough that those costs
were more likely to be
passed onto customers
than to shareholders.

The news a of rate rise
came as Westpac an-
nounced its 2015 result
on Wednesday, including
a 2 cent increase in its
dividend and cash earn-
ings up 3 per cent

The head of the consumer
bank at Westpac George
Frazis said raising inter-
est rates was a “difficult
decision and one that is
not taken lightly. We ac-
knowledge that it does
impact customers, even
in an environment where
interest rates remain near
historic lows”.

“We have sought to care-
fully balance the needs of
ourborrowers, depositors
and our shareholders, as
well as the competitive
market we operate in. In-
creases in the cost of do-
ing business inevitably
influence business deci-
sions, including price,”
Mr Frazis said.
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Coalition considering a crack-
down on dodgy bosses exploit-
ing foreign workers

Employment Minister Michaelia Cash. Photo: Andrew Meares

The federal Coalition is
considering new mea-
sures that would crack
down on dodgy bosses
who exploit foreign work-
ers, including introducing
bigger fines and beefed-
up law enforcement mea-
sures.

Changes to the Fair Work
Act could also follow,
though they would be put
to voters at the next elec-
tion, in a move designed
to strengthen protections
for workers being under-
paid amid mounting evi-
dence of unscrupulous
behaviour by some em-
ployers.

The moveto targetunscru-
pulous employers has, in
part, been prompted by a
joint Fairfax Medial4 Cor-
ners investigation that
revealed alleged wide-
spread exploitation and
underpayment of foreign
workers at convenience
store chain 1-Eleven.

It also comes after a joint
Fairfax MedialMonash
University investigation
found thousands of tem-
porary foreign workers,
in industries including
retail, hairdressing, man-
ufacturing, construction
and hospitality, are being
illegally exploited and un-
derpaid.

Employment Minister
Michaelia Cash will on
Thursday unveil a high-
level “ministerial working

group protecting vulner-
able visa holders”, which
will also include Immigra-
tion Minister Peter Dutton,
Justice Minister Michael
Keenan and Assistant
Minister Kelly O’Dwyer, to
lead the crackdown.
Senator Cash said the
federal government had
already established Task-
force Cadena in June to
“investigate illegal prac-
tices in temporary visa
programmes, including
the activities of labour
hire companies” and pe-
nalise employers exploit-
ing foreign workers.

The new working group
would look to build on
the efforts of Taskforce
Cadena.

“Foreign workers are im-
portant contributors to
the Australian workforce
and we want to ensure
they continue to view
Australia as a great des-
tination,” she said.

“We know that foreign
workers are potentially
more vulnerable to work-
place exploitation and as
such we have a responsi-
bility to investigate addi-
tional measures to ensure
their protection.”
However, Senator Cash
cautioned the working
group “will focus on get-
ting fair outcomes for
workers, not creating red
tape and cost for busi-
nesses”.

The focus of the group will
be on employers engaged
in systematic underpay-
ment of employees, rath-
er than companies which
accidentally do the wrong
thing.

Raising the penalties for
individuals and employ-
ers who do the wrong
thing and exploit workers,
as set out in legislation,
are likely while a code of
conduct for the Ilabour
hire industry is also a
prospect.

At present, individual di-
rectors face a maximum
penalty of $10,200 for the
underpayment of wages
under the Fair Work Act,
while companies face
fines of $51,000 per con-
travention of the Act.
Both joint investigations
uncovered evidence of
workers being paid less
than the legal minimum
wage of $11.29 per hour,
with black market rates
of $10-$13 an hour wide-
spread.

The working group is ex-
pected to meet several
times before the end of
the year to work on new
policy responses.

The Fair Work Ombuds-
man has received 6000
requests for assistance in
the past three years from
visa holders being under-
paid, and has recovered
in excess of $4 million in
outstanding wages.

Westpac consumer sentiment index shows
Coalition voters suddenly gloomy

It’s as if they have switched
sides. Since the ascension
of Malcolm Turnbull, it’s Co-
alition voters who have been
feeling downbeat - the most
downbeat since the election
- and Labor voters who’ve
been feeling better.

It’s usual for consumer con-
fidence to change as soon
as there’s change at the top.
Usually what happens is that
supporters of the party that
lost become pessimistic and
supporters of the party that
won become optimistic and
stay that way that way as
long as their side is in pow-
er. Throughout the entire
life of the Rudd and Gillard
governments Labor voters
were more optimistic than
Coalition voters and stayed
that way right through until
the 2013 election when po-
sitions swapped.

Coalition voters have been
clearly more optimistic than
Labor voters in the Westpac
Melbourne Institute survey
ever since the election of
Tony Abbott. Until now.

The October survey is the
first since Malcolm Turnbull
became Prime Minister. Con-
fidence among Coalition vot-
ers dived from a clearly pos-
itive 105.9 points (on a scale
where 100 means optimists
and pessimists are evenly
balanced) to 102.1, the low-
est reading in the two-year
history of the Coalition gov-
ernment.

It’'s Labor voters who have
had a surge of enthusiasm.
Their confidence has surged
from a deeply gloomy 86.1
to 93.3. It’s the second-high-
est reading in the life of the
Coalition government.

If all of Australia had re-
acted as did Labor voters,
consumer confidence would
have surged 1.6 per cent
Because Coalition voters
turned bearish, confidence
surged only 4.4 per cent.
“The result is a little short of
the increase we would had
expected given the strong
boost the government re-
ceived in the polls,” West-
pac chief economist Bill Ev-
ans said.

Labor voters appear to have
found a prime minister that
makes them feel better while

Coalition voters feel worse
but still plan to vote for the
Coalition.

The consumer sentiment
index is made up of five
questions, dealing with per-
ceptions of changes in fam-
ily finances, perceptions

of future changes in family
finances, economic condi-
tions over the next year and
economic conditions over
the next five years as well
as whether now is the right
time to buy a major house-
hold item.

14-year-olds monitored by ASIO, Attor-
ney-General George Brandis reveals

Children as young as
14 have been monitored
by ASIO under warrants
signed by Attorney-Gener-
al George Brandis, under-
scoring the dramatic drop
in the age of suspects in
terrorism-related cases.

As the Turnbull govern-
ment prepares to host a
high-level counter-terror-
ism meeting in Canberra
on Thursday, Senator
Brandis revealed that he
had signed ASIO warrants
for 14-year-olds, which he
said pointed to the need for
further counter-terrorism
reforms.

The government is prepar-
ing to unveil a fifth set of
counter-terrorism legisla-
tion through which children
as young as 14 could be
placed under court-ap-
proved “control orders”,
which impose bail-like con-
ditions on people suspect-
ed of terrorism activity.
“From time to time, | have
had to sign warrants under
the ASIO Act in relation to
people as young as 14. |
have had to do that on more
than one occasion,” Sena-
tor Brandis told Parliament
on Wednesday.

The current minimum age
for control orders is 16.
Senator Brandis said the re-
cent fatal shooting of police
accountant Curtis Cheng in
Parramatta by 15-year-old
Farhad Jabar showed that
“people below the age of
16 are susceptible” to ex-
tremist brainwashing.
Security agency ASIO
needs a warrant from the
Attorney-General for many
activities such as using lis-
tening devices, searching
people’s homes or hacking
their computers.
Meanwhile senior counter-
terrorism officials from
across the nation will gath-

er at Old Parliament House
in Canberra on Thursday
for an urgent stock take of
national security laws in
the wake of the Parramatta
shooting.

Justice Minister Michael
Keenan said the meeting
would look at working with
communities “so that they
can help us identify people
. who might be moving
down this dark path” to-
wards extremism.

The meeting will be hosted
by the federal government’s
Counter Terrorism Co-ordi-
nator Greg Moriarty and at-
tended by a range of senior
law enforcement and gov-
ernment officials, including
from education and social
services departments.
Australian Federal Police
Commissioner Andrew
Colvin will attend, but most
officials are at the deputy
level, including NSW Assis-
tant Commissioner Cath-
erine Burns and Victoria
Police’s Deputy Commis-
sioner Shane Patton and
Assistant Commissioner
Ross Guenther. ASIO will
be represented by act
ing Director-General Kerri
Hartland.

The meeting will include
briefings on terrorist mo-
tivations and communities
that are at risk. It will also
involve a discussion about
families, schools and youth,
and correctional facilities.
And it will consider gaps
in research and evidence
about terrorism, as well as
improving authorities’ com-
munication with the public.
The meeting’s recom-
mendations will go to the
Council of Australian gov-
ernments — a meeting of
the Prime Minister and
state leaders - to be turned
into possible legislation
changes
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