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Cultural forum

cnalaill caailyl

Cordially You To Its Forthcoming Forum

Radicalisation

E9uagh J9or 59 omdebini - qéLﬁ\.N ol | @l
—bdouid (g 3 Madll

Nick Kaldas (APM) -

Joe Wakim (OAM)
Dr Jamal Rifi

* & & o o

Followed by Q & A

Venve:
Date & Time:

Dr Kassem Mustapha
0408 956 784

SPEAKERS

NSW Police

Malcolm Haddon - Multicutural NSW

- Arabic Welfare Council
- GP and Community Activist
Youth Representatives

Madiaf El-Amir, 632 Bexley Rd, Bexley
Tuesday 29 September 2015 - 6:30 for 7:00pm start

For more info and RSVP:

George Hasham
0413285414

Your participation will enrich the discussion and will be highly appreciated
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SYRIAN REFUGEE INTAKE
HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS NOT RELIGIOUS

Mr Hafez Kassem, President of AFIC

Mr Hafez Kassem, Presi-
dent of Muslims Austra-
lia - AFIC, welcomed the
announcement by Prime
Minister Tony Abbott that
Australia will take 12,000
refugees from Syria and
Iraq in addition to the exist-
ing humanitarian program.
However, Mr Kassem said,
the Muslim community of
Australia is extremely con-

cerned about discriminato-
ry policy of prioritizing ref-
ugees on the basis of their
faith. European countries
like Germany, Sweden and
United Kingdom are tak-
ing significant numbers of
refugees but none of these
countries are screening
refugees on the basis of
faith or ethnicity. This Syr-
ian conflict has impacted

people from all faiths and
none of the religious groups
are safe from grave danger
and their lives have been
shattered. Sunni Muslims,
despite making up 80% of
Syrian population have
been the victims of brutal
regimes in the country con-
trolled by minority groups
for decades. Mr Kassem
emphasised that he did
not want discrimination
against any group. He said
the Prime Minister should
take the high moral ground
and stop bigots in his party
from dividing the Austra-
lian community. He added
that it would be a sad day
for this country to embark
on a policy that could de-
stroy the social fabric of
our multicultural and har-
monious society. As Per-
sian poet Rumi said *Not a
Christian or Jew or Muslim,
not Hindu, Buddhist, Sufi
or Zen, Not any religion ..
first, last, outer, inner, only
that breath breathing hu-
man being”.
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Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? lts time for
change!

At IPS Secwurity we value cur employees and know that
they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
I"':‘-‘rEh'E well :rmk":ﬂ and well ﬁﬂﬁg individusls.
Every IPS Security employee confributes to owr
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

T

IPS s

(o

IPS Security requires qualified applcants for a vanety of "o
positions all over the Melbourme Metropolitan area. To be 3 ks i
suitable to join cur feam you must -
+ Hold a first Aid certificate i 1&!“”
# Hold & current Viclorian Security Licence .:F IE'I bi"h'
# Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty J'l“{ - .
19 bk

# Speak fluent English
= Have excellent presentation

= Be reliable -
We have the following security posifions available; JML-! hul
Crowd Comntrol .
{Events) duad i

= RS5A cerificate
=  Aygilable 7 daysinights

Patrol positions
We have full time, part ﬁnfhind casual positions ‘Ii A m »
Previous Amﬁi need not apply e o #{,
Vlﬂm!‘lauh[m“mn ?TLE‘I-‘IHE ) MI é" L
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 l-l"wi'qi el §
1 Email: employment@@lipssecurity.com.au N
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LOUIS VALENTINO s ki
PORCELLANATO HEammibmmaitans

: : : : Trades Centre;
Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22 /24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B Th i ;
; e Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel; 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad bllay! Lo)S w 45wk & gulidluw 399 giuldBld S Ol
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of ¢ LzsdgiSilly Embaill dual 3o Jlo Soimas il dadll

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOnsally Omddighly oailiadl Il & sdilas aaig (D 34
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibiddl 393 &atgdl (0 wsdis d2)0 e o LSyl O
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol ke dadlu ol g pmdigd

ilgie LS HLLI yguitlg Juadly Juelais

SSRIRATISMINY /AN amarkcrou (&) MAPES

P O R C E |_ LA N ATO Professional Tiing Equipment
By AQUASEAL

Stone, Tile & Concrete Solutions Bn!'u' P Al“'s

TJAL“T AID SE! SIII.E FRIG\S

ADHESIVES * SEALANTS* CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

\? novaltex

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers
Smm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll

And much much more

29| ZilB g

{(Showroom) yaydl dla
We also hold M 0 ol Lrlua AT e o dasand | o ol e
° Davco . “..J.g.h.ﬂ
. ASA Bostic el aay § i lua 4 (e Cudl
. Mapei (Trades Centre) § kil 3!
. Novatex o yglall da 0 i ol T (e daeadl i wid ¥l (e
\*  Ardex ol day ¢ i olua T (04 S|
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l'“"" PV (eS| Ay Jglat! L ﬁ, 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062

Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500

Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400

. e Adelaide
oo Fan s . - 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs t I n AUStraIf-a"

CoAB L g} SO (9 gotS | Atiteits 90
Pizza - Pasta - 62¥gly pokan palas wual il
dndlodly aciodl daus B Lals O ¢

Steak - Seafood ., o gsha - hylias - Gasls - (3id
vo DD dubgueitd | ol | o9l Bl Hlsd

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adllas .. weas>
VIC 3053 dadle i lalgats bt 8 il gt 9o el | Gkttt 39
Ph 03 9347 1630 aaS o] il 31 ST (e

Fax 03 9348 1112 Ly 9eedy (B Eallenll 528 (ymete
www.totospizzahouse.com
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Telopia Liquor Store SS.S

55 Adderton Road . . :
Telopia NSW 2117 achuad | o sl @ gl S shuse

Tel. 02 9871 4295 plassd dlalidl ol Gl

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate

e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

e Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au

didg Mlea IPS Security

IPS i

@ Security
i
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§/' CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
% Registered Migration Agent

A

. MARN; 1174229

< FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

Email: delhalabil @gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

o2 g ialeadly dagladlg 719 1 ul g Rubaime) pgad
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@8 o oks Jhaid

3 nel B i ka5 gl Olan o b b @S | e
0413805930 :h i s el B3 Fubgasl
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With the Blessing and in the Presence of

His Excellency

Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Maronite Bishop of Australia

Rev. Father Alain Fares

& The Parish Priests
of Our Lady of Lebanon — Melbourne

Mr Antonios Bourizk

to the ceremony of the

INVESTITURE OF THE KNIGHTHOOD
OF THE PAPAL ORDER OF ST GREGORY THE GREAT

MR Louils FLEYFEL OAM

Saturday 26th September 2015
Solemn Mass at 6.00pm
followed by Dinner in the Maron Hall at 7.30pm
230 Normanby Avenue Thornbury

RSVP

NO LATER THAN FRIDAY 18t SEPTEMBER 2015

Our Lady of Lebanon Parish
Phone: 03 9480 2059

cordially invite

Fax: 03 9480 2059
Email: enquiries@maronitesvictoria.org

to

on
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PM stands by generous
refugee response

Refugee advocates have welcomed Tony Abbott’'s willing-
ness to take more refugees from Syria. Source: AAP

TONY Abbott is facing
growing calls from inside
his own government to
take more refugees from
Syria.

BUT the prime minister in-
sists his offer to increase
the number of Syrians
within the standing hu-
manitarian refugee intake
is the sort of generous
response Australians ex-
pect

“We have always been a
country that shoulders its
responsibilities, that pulls
its weight globally,” he
told reporters in Canberra
on Monday, flagging more
details of a “balanced ap-
proach” will be revealed
in the next few days.

“We will respond with
strength and with gener-
osity because that is the
Australian way.”
Assistant Treasurer Josh
Frydenberg is the latest
coalition figure to sug-
gest the government take
a similar approach to then
prime minister John How-
ard in the wake of the Ko-
sovo crisis in 1999.

“He did provide a humani-
tarian response and shel-
ter for people,” he told
Sky News.

World Vision Australia
CEO Tom Costello and
NSW Premier Mike Baird
have also pushed the gov-
ernment to do more.
Refugee Council of Aus-
tralia president Phil Glen-
denning says Australia’s
contribution so far has
been “shameful”.

Labor says it is not
enough for the govern-
ment to re-prioritise the
existing refugee intake.

“It needs to be over and

above that” Labor’s im-
migration spokesman
Richard Marles told ABC
radio.

Mr Abboit has sent Im-
migration Minister Peter
Dutton to Geneva to meet
with the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees as the crisis in
the Middle East worsens.
The prime minister says
both a strong humanitar-
ian response and security
response are needed.

“It is very important over
time to do what we can to
restore a kind of order in
this very, very dark and
difficult part of the world,”
he told the Seven Net-
work.

Cabinet minister Andrew
Robb flagged the govern-
ment is prepared to do
more, especially after Mr
Dutton returns to Austra-
lia.

“We’ll make some deci-
sions that the country will
be proud of,” he told Sky
News.

Nationals MP Mark Coul-
ton also expects further
decisions will be made
following more informa-
tion from the UNHCR.
“How can we stand here
and make an arbitrary fig-
ure on what’s acceptable
and what’s not? ” he told
reporters at Parliament
House in Canberra.

There was no doubt Aus-
tralia had to play its part
but it wasn’t as if the
country was doing noth-
ing now, Mr Coulton said.
“There’s a perception that
we don’t take anyone and
we’re a hard, cold bunch
of mongrels and we won’t
look after these people.”

Julie Bishop says Australia will decide on
upping the Syrian refugee intake in days

‘Where’s the money coming from?’
... Pauline Hanson has stirred the pot
again. Source: Channel 1

JULIE Bishop says a deci-
sion on how many refugees
Australia will accept from the
Syrian crisis will be made in
the next few days.

The Foreign Minister said
the government was consiad-
ering its options, including
agreeing to an emergency
Syrian intake as suggested
by Labor on monday.

Ms Bishop was making her
comments as Pauline Han-
son, on Sunrise, was warn-
ing that Tony Abbott faced a
backlash if the government
increased its refugee intake.
“On a per capita basis we
take in more refugees than
any other country through-
out the world,” she said.
“When we see the photos
... yes our hearts go out to
these people, but let’s step
back and ask where is the
money coming from?”

The former One Nation
leader claimed that refugee
children in Rockhamption
high schools were abusing
and making death threats
to their teachers, while their
parents were taking jobs off
local residents.

“If you want to have peace
and harmony in this country
you cannot keep increasing
the Muslims, Islam, in Aus-
tralia .. we will have huge
problems down the track,”
she said.

“There are millions of Aus-
tralians that are concerned
about this, so go and speak
to the Australian people be-
cause that’s exactly what
I've been doing.

“And | warn Tony Abbott,
he will have a backlash if he
takes a lot of these people
in at the next election, so he
better prepared for it.”

The security committee of
cabinet meets today and is
almost certain to sign off on
Australia joining air strikes
in Syria against Islamic
State.

“There are a number of is-
sues that need to be deter-
mined. When you resettle
people permanently you

have to make sure you have
facilities in place, hous-
ing, facilities, education,
health facilities. So these
are matters we are working
through,” Ms Bishop told
the Nine Network’s Today
program.

“Because of this crisis, we
are reconsidering (refugee
intake) figures and we will do
what we can. But the Prime
Minister will announce this
once Peter Dutton reports
back to him on the detail.”
Ms Bishop said that decision
would be made over coming
days.

“In the next few days at
least,” she said.

The Foreign Minister said
Australia was mostly look-
ing at the plight of those mi-
norities who wanted to flee
Syria permanently.

She said there were a num-
ber of people currently flee-
ing Syria that would want to
return home once the con-
flict was over.

“We are focusing on women
and children and families of
persecuted minorities who
are currently in camps on
the borders between Syria,
Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq,”
Ms Bishop said.

“When the conflict is over
people will want to return (to
Syria). But there are some
persecuted ethnic and re-
ligious minorities who will
not want to go home so they
are the ones we are focusing
on as other countries are as
well.”

Ms Bishop said personally it
was “heartbreaking” to see
the plight of those fleeing
their homeland.

She said a decision on
whether or not Australia
would join in air strikes over
Syria would also be made
this week.

“It is a complex set of cir-
cumstances but we will play
our part to ensure the con-
flict ends,” Ms Bishop said.
“There must not only be a
military but political solu-
tion.”

The Prime Minister has only
agreed to accepting more
Syrian refugees within the
existing pool of refugees,
however Immigration Minis-
ter Peter Dutton is in meet-
ings in Geneva with the UN-
HCR and the government
has indicated it may shift
its position following those
talks.

Abbott forces Labor hand on

China deal

PRIME Minister Tony Ab-
bott will use a parliamen-
tary vote to force Labor>s
hand on the free trade deal
with China.

IN a rare move for a gov-
ernment, Mr Abbott will ask
the House of Representa-
tives on Tuesday to back
a motion that supports the
agreement in its negotiated
form.

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten was dismissive of
the move, noting the gov-
ernment had yet to intro-
duce enabling legislation.
«| didn't become a member
of parliament just to be a
rubber stamp for Tony Ab-
bott,» he told ABC radio.
Labor frontbencher Antho-
ny Albanese was just as
scathing, accusing Mr Ab-
bott of losing the plot and
forgetting how to govern.

«Prime ministers don't move
motions on notice, that's
what shadow ministers do,»
he told reporters.

Mr Abbott's move also pre-
empts the findings of an in-
quiry into the deal by parlia-
ment's treaties committee.

The motion calls on parlia-
ment to record the enor-
mous economic potential
of the FTA to deliver Aus-
tralian jobs, growth and in-
vestment.

It also calls on parliament
to approve the deal this
year.

Mr Shorten insisted Labor
supports a free trade deal
but wants the enabling
legislation to include safe-
guards to protect Austra-
lian jobs.

«I'm confident that nothing
Labor is saying is a deal-
killer,» he said.

Glenn Brookes Update

The last few weeks have
been incredibly busy.

| would just like to update
you on what has been hap-
pening in the East Hills
Electorate and what Glenn
Brookes MP has been up
to:

* Hosted the Annual Glenn
Brookes Bowls Day at Pic-
nic Point Bowling Club

* Helped raise $9000 with
the Revesby Ladies Group
that was then donated to
the Emergency Department
at Bankstown Hospital
 Ran a Leadership Day
with the Student Repre-
sentative Council at East
Hills Boys High School

» Visited Broderick Gil-
lawarna for their Inaugural
Book Week

» Celebrated 100 years of
Women in Policing with
the Bankstown Local Area
Command

* Attended the Lebanese
Film Festival at the Bryan
Brown Theatre

*Judged the artworks atthe
Annual Creative Art School
Awards Night. Glenn also
donated two scholarships
to the winning students.

* Hosted a Small Business
Breakfast with the Small
Business Minister, The
Hon. John Barilaro and
small business owners
from the East Hills Elector-
ate.

* Hosted the Saturday
Community Barbeque in
the grounds of Padstow
Park Primary School - de-
signed for constituents to
attend if they have no time
throughout the week.

* Turned the first sod on the
new state-of-the-art NSW
Ambulance Bankstown
Helicopter Retrieval and
Training Base with Health
Minister Jillian Skinner

* Met with Minister Speak-
man to discuss the Sandy
Point Quarry Site

On Thursday Glenn
Brookes MP and Educa-
tion Minister Adrian Pic-
coli opened the new $6.5
million *Arma Lucis” hall at
Mount St Joseph Milperra.
They are then off to Par-
liament House to host ev-
ery School Principal in the
East Hills Electorate for a
lunch where Principals can
quiz the Minister.
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Liberal MP warns of com-
passionate overload

Liberal MP Andrew Nikolic says
any decision on upping the number
of refugees should be bipartisan.
Source: AAP

GOVERNMENT whip An-
drew Nikolic worries some
of his federal parliamen-
tary colleagues are trying
to “out-compassion” each
other on refugee intakes.
“WHAT we need to do is
act on the basis of evi-
dence, not throw figures
out there,” the Liberal MP
told reporters in Canberra
on Tuesday.

Any final decision on how
to help refugees should be
bipartisan, he said.

Mr Nikolic’s comments
come after Liberal senator
Cory Bernardi told parlia-
ment on Monday the refu-
gee crisis in Europe was
becoming an “opportunis-
tic cycle” that was mask-
ing the true humanitarian
need of persecuted Syr-
ians.

The outspoken senator ac-
cused Greens leader Rich-
ard Di Natale of using the
image of a drowned Syrian
toddler to evoke emotion.
Senator Bernardi is con-
cerned about a grow-
ing trade in fake Syrian
passports and Pakistanis
ditching their documents
and pretending to be from
the war-ravaged nation.
“Of course there is a prob-
lem, but you cannot just
open your borders and al-
low any number of people
come through without the
checks,” he said.

Senator Di Natale says
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott is effectively “turning
his back” on some of the
world’s most vulnerable.
Even if Mr Abbott agreed
to fast-track the three-year
increase in the humanitar-
ian intake from 13,750

to 18,750 it wouldn’t be
enough, he told ABC radio
on Tuesday.

Senior Labor frontbencher
Anthony Albanese said
Senator Bernardi was
an embarrassment to
the parliament who “just
goes off” without thinking
through the implications
of what he says.

Liberal MP Ewen Jones
asked reporters: “Do you
really expect anything oth-
er than that from someone
like Cory?”

Mr Jones is proposing
Australia take up t0 50,000
refugees, saying he wants
Australia to be “a very
strong advocate”.

“We have to understand
what’s at stake here ... this
is a long term thing, not a
short term thing,” he said.
Liberal colleague Dan
Tehan said it was better
to wait for Immigration
Minister Peter Dutton to
conclude talks in Europe
with UN refugee agency
officials and other govern-
ments.

Labor wants the govern-
ment to provide 10,000
additional places under
its humanitarian program
for those caught up in the
Syrian crisis.

Senator Sam Dastyari
hopes Mr Abbott will “fall
on the right side”, even
if it was a couple of days
late.

But Nationals MP An-
drew Broad suggested it
would be better to spend
the money helping people
in refugee camps in the
countries surrounding
Syria.

“When you’ve got nine
million people displaced,
10,000 people .. is re-
ally just a spoonful off the
top,” he said.

“If we can essentially
make sure that people are
fed and secure, that needs
to be looked at.”
Independent MP Andrew
Wilkie will ask parliament
to support an emergency
intake of 30,000 refugees.

NGOs call for 30,000 refu-
gees from Syria

Three aid groups have called on the Australian government to take in 30,000

Syrian refugees. Source: AAP

THREE aid groups have
called on the government
to take in 30,000 Syrian
refugees.

IN an advertisement in
The Australian newspa-
per on Tuesday, Oxfam,
World Vision and Save
the Children say the gov-
ernment must urgently
increase Australia’s
humanitarian intake in
response to the global
refugee crisis.

The figure is substan-
tially more than what
others have called for -
churches are pushing for
10,000 while the Greens
want 20,000.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott says the government
will increase the intake
of Syrian refugees, al-
though it won’t increase
the overall 13,750 hu-
manitarian places for
this year.

Oxfam Australia execu-
tive director Pam Anders
said compassion for Syr-
ian refugees must not
come at the expense of
those fleeing violence
and persecution in other
countries.

“Australia can, and must,
do more,” she said in a
statement. “No single
country can solve the
global refugee crisis,
but as one of the world’s
richest countries, Aus-

tralia has a moral obli-
gation to act, and to act
now.”

World Vision chief exec-
utive Tim Costello said
the image of the Syrian
toddler Aylan Kurdi who
died at sea last week had
touched many.

“But Aylan is just one of
the millions of Syrians
who have been forced
to flee their homes,” he
said in a statement.
“They, as well as refugees
from other countries, will
continue to embark on
perilous journeys as long
as they face the daily
threat of being abused,
tortured or killed.”

Save The Children chief
executive Paul Ronalds
said the government
must increase the over-
all humanitarian intake
rather than reshuffling
the current allocation.
“Australia must also in-
crease its humanitarian
aid for Syria and neigh-
bouring countries and
increase diplomatic ef-
forts towards securing
a sustainable and inclu-
sive peace agreement to
the conflict in Syria,” he
said in a statement.

“Not only is this the right
thing to do, it is also in
our national interest to
help solve what is clearly
a global crisis.”

Labor’s three-pronged poll

push in Canning

Labor continues to run its Canning by-election campaign with its state and

federal election push. Source: AAP

LABOR continues to run
its Canning by-election
campaign in tandem with
its state and federal elec-
tion push.

IT'S promising a new
train station in the elec-
torate while lashing the
Liberals for not doing
enough for rail.

State opposition leader
Mark McGowan pledged
on Tuesday that if Labor
wins the 2017 state elec-
tion, it will build a new
train station at Karnup
to ease pressure on the
existing Mandurah and
Warnbro stations.

The proposal is part of
Labor’s ambitious Metro-
net plan, which was the
centrepiece of its 2013
election campaign.
Canning candidate Matt
Keogh criticised the
prime minister for refus-
ing to fund urban rail.

He says the opposition’s
commitment stood in

stark contrast to “what
Mr Abbott is doing,
which is showing up for
a few photo-ops”.

“The only investment
he’s making into the
electorate of Canning
is currently paying for
advertising,” Mr Keogh
said.

It’'s the second Metro-
net promise in the past
week, with the opposi-
tion also pledging a rail
line at the other end of
Perth in ever-growing EI-
lenbrook.

Premier Colin Barnett
responded by saying it
wouldn’t be needed for
up to 20 years, despite
the Liberals having pre-
viously promised to
build it.

Critics of the revived Met-
ronet plan say it’s just a
dusted-off proposal that
leaves the basis for La-
bor’s 20171 state election
campaign locked in.

SA mining company signs
China agreement

A SOUTH Australian
mining company has
clinched agreements with
Chinese steel companies
with a view to signing fu-
ture supply deals.

IRON Road on Tuesday
signed agreements with
five Chinese steel com-
panies to potentially
provide ore from a major
iron project on the state’s
Eyre Peninsula.
Managing director An-

drew Stocks says the
memorandums of under-
standing mark a signifi-
cant step towards long-
term supply agreements.
“Chinese steel compa-
nies will conduct tech-
nical evaluations of the
Central Ryre project to
verify the commercial
and technical merits of
the high-quality prod-
uct,” he said on Wednes-
day.
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Tell parliament of Syria
strikes, PM told

LABOR is calling on the
prime minister to front
parliament and explain the
reasoning behind any de-
cision to extend airstrike
operations to Islamic
State targets in Syria.
AUSTRALIA has an-
nounced it will boost its
refugee and humanitarian
intake by 12,000 perma-
nent places and provide
more than $40 million for
United Nations efforts to
deal with the Syrian cri-
sis.

It’s also understood the
green light has been giv-
en to RAAF bombers en-
tering Syrian airspace to
hit Islamic State targets.
Cabinet is understood to
have agreed to a request
from the US after its na-
tional security committee
signed off approval on
Tuesday night.

“Are we being asked to
defend Iraq or do some-
thing different?” op-
position foreign affairs
spokeswoman Tanya
Plibersek told reporters
in Canberra.

“It’'s not enough to be
speaking in sound bites
about what an evil organi-
sation Daesh is.”
Parliament was the ap-
propriate place to make
any announcement, Ms
Plibersek said.
Government MP Ewen
Jones said Australia had
to be involved in Syria
but any operations would

be limited to targeted
strikes.

“I don’t see how you can
get away with not being
involved in bringing these
people to account,” he
told ABC radio.

But Greens MP Adam
Bandt warned that bomb-
ing Syria would made a
very bad situation worse
by creating more refu-
gees.

“It won’t stop ISIS, it won’t
make Australians safer
and it won’t make Syrians
safer,” he told reporters.
Independent senator Nick
Xenophon hoped extend-
ing the mission to Syria
would be different to the
previous Iraq conflict.

“It needs to be different,
we need to learn from
the lessons of recent his-
tory,” he said.

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten said Labor want-
ed to be assured that the
Syrian military interven-
tion would be both effec-
tive and legal.

He said Mr Abbott had
promised a briefing to the
opposition after the cabi-
net meeting.

“l reserve my judgment
until 1 have all the facts
from Mr Abbott,” Mr
Shorten told reporters.
However he understood
the legal principle on
which the government
was basing its thinking
was that of “collective
self-defence”.

NSW launches prison mo-
bile phone crackdown

ALL high security prisons
in NSW are to be equipped
with full-body scanners
capable of detecting mo-
bile phones even if they>re
switched off or smuggled
in body cavities.

THE NSW government
is also keeping blanket
phone-jamming in place
at the maximum-security
Lithgow Correctional Cen-
tre for another three years

and hopes to roll out the
technology at Goulburn
Supermax.

“Phones are getting much
smaller - they are literally
car-key sized these days -
and obviously the ingenu-
ity with which people try
to smuggle them into our
facilities is also increas-
ing,” Corrective Services
Commissioner Peter Sev-
erin said.

Christian or Muslim? It’s irrelevant if children are drowning at sea, Labor says

Opposition Leader Bill Shorten said war victims were not confined to a
particular religion. Photo: Andrew Meares

Senator Eric Abetz emphasised the needs of Christian refugees. Photo:

Alex Ellinghausen

Opposition immigration spokesman Richard Marles on Tuesday. Pho-

to: Andrew Meares

Religion is irrelevant if
children are drowning at
sea and Australia should
not favour Christians
when deciding which
Syrian refugees deserve
sanctuary, Opposition
Leader Bill Shorten says.
Government leader in the
Senate, Eric Abetz said on
Tuesday Christians were
“the most persecuted
group in the world” and
should be at the front of
the resettlement queue
if Australia increases its
Syrian intake.

“I think the Australian
people would see a need
for that to be a focus,” he
said.

“Given the plight of Chris-
tians, I think a very strong
case can be made that
Christians should be pri-
oritised .. it should be
based on need.”

His comments followed
ABC reports that govern-
ment backbenchers had
sent a blunt message to
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott on refugees: “No
more Muslim men.”

But Opposition Leader
Bill Shorten said war vic-
tims were not confined to
a particular religion.

“If you’re a woman facing

terrible crimes commit-
ted against you, if you’re
a child, a little child po-
tentially drowning at sea,
I'm not interested in their
religion, I'm interested in
their safety,” he said.
Laborimmigrationspokes-
man Richard Marles said
Mr Abetz’s comments
were “really dangerous ..
and they would take our
immigration program in a
very different direction”.
“Of course there are per-
secuted Christian minori-
ties, but there are per-
secuted minorities of a
range of faiths and there
are also people who are
fleeing war from a range
of different religions,” he
said.

“At the end of the day it
is really important that
we maintain a principle of
having a non-discrimina-
tory immigration policy.”
He said the United Nations
refugee agency, the UN-
HCR, was the “global ar-
biter” on which refugees
most urgently needed re-
settlement.

“These sorts of com-
ments, which imply a reli-
gious bias in the way we
go about things, | think,
[are] very concerning,” Mr

Andrew Wilkie sought to suspend standing orders to speak on the Syr-
ian crisis during question time on Tuesday. Photo: Andrew Meares

Marles said.

The ABC on Tuesday re-
ported that the govern-
ment wants to restrict any
intake of Syrian refugees
to largely Christian mi-
norities.

A government backbench-
er was reported as say-
ing some Coalition MPs
were telling Mr Abbott “no
more Muslim men” should
be accepted as refugees.
The debate came as Tas-
manian independent MP
Andrew Wilkie told Par-
liament during question
time on Tuesday that Aus-
tralia’s refugee intake was
“shameful” compared to
other nations.

The government claims
that on a per capita ba-
sis, Australia takes more
refugees than any other
nation — an argument also
made previously by La-
bor.

This statement is true of
the refugees accepted
through the UNHCR reset-
tlement programs, which
represent a minuscule
proportion of refugees re-
settled globally.

But Mr Wilkie said taking
into account resettlement
avenues outside the UN-
HCR, Australia was 21th

in the world “not [number]
one or two”.

He said based on GDP
and raw numbers, Austra-
lia ranked 46th and 22nd
respectively.

“We are the 12th largest
economy in the world, we
do indeed have boundless
plains to share. If there is
one country in the world
that has the capacity to do
much more .. it is Austra-
lia,” he said.

Assistant Treasurer Josh
Frydenberg on Monday
suggested Australia could
temporarily house thou-
sands of Syrians fleeing
the civil war, as it did for
the Kosovars in 1999, but
the refugees would not be
allowed to apply for per-
manent asylum.

Greens senator Sarah
Hanson-Young on Tues-
day said Syrian refugees
deserve permanent safety
“and a chance to rebuild
their lives in Australia,
which they’ll never get
with temporary protec-
tion”.

“Australia is big enough
and strong enough to give
people safety on a perma-
nent basis and that’s what
we should be aiming for,”
she said.
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Abbott government reduces bud-
get black hole by $30 billion over
next decade

The Abbott government is facing a cumulative $14 billion budget
shortfall between now and 2025-26 after failing to win support for
controversial savings measures in the Senate, according to a Par-
liamentary Budget Office assessment. Photo: Alex Elllinghousen

The Abbott government
has reduced its budget
black hole by $30 billion
over the next decade af-
ter its deal with Labor to
reintroduce fuel excise
indexation.

But Australia continues
to face more than a de-
cade of uninterrupted
budget deficits, with $74
billion worth of budget
repair initiatives still sit-
ting unlegislated — from
three previous budgets.
An updated assessment
by the independent Par-
liamentary Budget Office
shows the government is
facing a cumulative $14
billion budget shortfall
between now and 2025-
26 after failing to win
support for controversial
savings measures in the
SenateThe list of unleg-
islated savings measures
includes measures car-
ried forward from the for-
mer Labor government’s
final budget, and the Ab-
bott government’s first
and second budgets.
Among the items trou-
bling the government is
its plan to change the
family tax benefit (part
B) to remove payments
when a child turns six, in-
stead of the current cut-
off age of 16.

That would save the gov-
ernment $17.2  billion
over the next decade, but
it has been blocked by
the ALP, Greens and in-
dependents.

Another potential saving,
worth $1.1 billion over
10 years, is the govern-
ment’'s plan to revise
family tax benefit end-of-
year supplements to their
original values and to
stop indexation from July
1, 2015.

That would see FTB sup-
plements return to $600
each year for every FTB
part A child, and $300
each year for every FTB
part B family, but the mea-
sure has been blocked in
the Senate.

Overall, the budget of-
fice assessment shows
the cumulative shortfall
of unlegislated measures
if carried forward for the
decade would be $14 bil-
lion.

But it also shows that
the $14 billion figure is a
significant improvement
from four months ago.
When the office released
its previous update in
May, it found the govern-
ment was facing a $102
billion shortfall between
now and 2025-26.

But the Abbott govern-
ment has since closed
that gap by $28.1 billion
after striking a deal with
Labor to reintroduce fuel
excise indexation, and by
striking a deal with Labor
and Greens to cut the se-
niors supplement.

The reintroduction of
fuel excise indexation is
expected to swell gov-
ernment coffers by $22.8

billion over the next 10
years, though lower-than-
expected inflation could
see that figure reduced.
The seniors supplement
deal will save the govern-
ment $3.5 billion over 10
years.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott’s recent decision not
to proceed with the for-
mer Labor government’s
0.05 per cent levy on bank
deposits up to $250,000
will add another $5 billion
to his budget repair task
over 10 years.

Greens Treasury spokes-
man Adam Bandt said
Treasurer Joe Hockey
ought to use the oppor-
tunity of the budget office
update to “change tack”
if he wants to balance the
budget.

“Joe Hockey can either
raise $18.1 billion unfair-
ly over the the next four
years with his rejected
budget measures, or raise
$106 billion fairly through
measures like axing un-
fair tax breaks and ask-
ing the big banks to pay
more,” Mr Bandt said.

Climate Change Authority chair Bernie Fraser resigns

The chair of the Abbott gov-
ernment’s climate change

advice  agency, Bernie
Fraser, has resigned without
explanation.

It comes less than a month af-
ter Mr Fraser issued a strong
rebuke to the Abbott govern-
ment over its justifications
of its post-2020 greenhouse
emissions targets.

A statement issued by the
Climate Change Author-
ity late on Tuesday said Mr
Fraser, a respected former
Reserve Bank governor and
Treasury chief, had quit as
chair. His term was not due
to end until 2011.

No further explanation was
provided. It is understood
Mr Fraser had a difficult re-
lationship with Environment
Minister Greg Hunt.
Speaking to Fairfax Media on
Wednesday, Mr Fraser would
not comment on whether is-
sues with the government
contributed to his decision to
resign, saying “l don’t want
to make matters worse than
they might be otherwise”.
“There have been a few prob-
lems but .. I've gone now and
that’s the end of the story for
me,” he said.

“I've resigned and that’s it ...
it’s time to move on.”

Mr Fraser said he was com-
forted by the fact the author-
ity would continue its work,
under a “first class” man-

Concerns over cashless welfare card

HUMAN rights concerns
about a proposed debit
card restricting cash from
vulnerable welfare recipi-
ents have been raised by
a parliamentary commit-
tee headed by a govern-
ment MP.

THE government wants
to trial the card, which
makes 80 per cent of a
person’s payments cash-
less, in select communi-
ties where alcohol and
gambling abuse is rife.
The committee, chaired
by veteran Liberal Philip
Ruddock, says those re-
strictions could limit the
rights to a private life,
equality and non-discrim-
ination.

In a report on Tuesday, it
said the measures would
leave those on unemploy-
ment benefits with about
$50 in cash to use at the
markets, on public trans-
port or family matters.
“This restriction undoubt-
edly impacts on how a
person is able to conduct
their private life and rep-
resents the extension of
government  regulation
into the private and fam-
ily lives of the persons
affected by these trials,”
the committee said.

More information is being
sought from Social Ser-
vices Minister Scott Mor-
rison to determine if the
measures are justified.

agement team.

“It’'s got a lot of important
work still to do. They will
continue to do good work
the community will benefit
from in one way or another,”
he said.

In a statement on Tuesday,
the authority paid tribute to
Mr Fraser.

“[We] thank Mr Fraser for his
enormously valuable contri-
bution to the authority’s work
in providing independent ex-
pert advice to the Australian
government and Parliament
on climate change,” it said.
“Arrangements have been
made to ensure the author-
ity’s work will continue unin-
terrupted.”

Fairfax Media understands
Mr Fraser announced his
decision on Tuesday after
an all-day meeting of the au-
thority.

Many of his colleagues are
believed to be deeply sad-
dened by his departure. He is
not believed to have quit due
to personal problems such
as a health issue.

The government sought to
abolish the authority last
year but was blocked in the
Senate. The agency was set
up by the former Labor gov-
ernment to provide indepen-
dent climate change advice.
Mr Fraser’s departure means
five of the nine board posi-
tions are vacant. The author-
ity’s management will be led
in the interim by Professor
David Karoly, a climate ex-
pert at Melbourne University.
In a statement, Mr Hunt
thanked Mr Fraser for his
work.

“He has had an outstand-
ing career in public service,
which | deeply respect and
acknowledge,” he said.

“In particular, | thank Mr
Fraser for his assistance
with the crossbench in the
passage of the Emissions
Reduction Fund.”

He said the vacant positions
“will be filled in the near fu-
ture”.

The authority had urged the
government to impose extra
scrutiny on polluters to en-
sure that, under the Emis-
sions Reduction Fund, bil-
lions of taxpayer dollars are
not spent on emissions cuts
that would have occurred
anyway. The government re-

jected the call.

Mr Fraser was an outspoken
advocate of climate change
action. In a strongly worded
statement last month he
directly contradicted gov-
ernment claims about emis-
sions targets it would take to
global climate talks in Paris
later this year.

In the statement, Mr Fraser
said Prime Minister Tony
Abbott’s assertion that its
emissions cuts were akin to
the United States were incor-
rect, and in fact Australia’s
targets put the nation “at or
near the bottom” of compa-
rable countries.

He said on the basis of the
government’s current tar-
gets, Australia “would slip
further behind the efforts
being made by comparable
countries and likely face
large catch-up adjustments
down the track”.

Mr Fraser said Labor’s pro-
posed emissions trading
scheme does not equate to a
new carbon tax, contrary to
the government’s characteri-
sation.

The government intends to
reduce the amount of green-
house gas released into the
atmosphere by 26-28 per
cent by 2030, based on 2005
levels.

On Wednesday Mr Fraser
would not comment on
whether he faced pressure
from the government after
his statements on the tar-
gets.

“They were relevant and |
had responsibility for mak-
ing those sort of comments.
But | am no longer there, so
it’s old news from today,” he
said.

In September last year Mr
Fraser said morale at his
agency had been hit hard by
the government’s attempt to
cull it.

“It’'s understandably having
a pretty devastating effect,”
he said.

He said even with some staff
departures, the authority re-
tained a “core capacity” to
help the government devel-
op a policy to restore bipar-
tisan support for renewable
energy.

But Mr Fraser said despite
this “we have not been invit-
ed” to assist the government
on the issue.
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