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PREMIUM DESIGN
& ENGINEERING

Michael Hammoud

Buildings.

PLEASE CALL

SAM 0406551555
Or

Michael 0413561164

Senior Architect - Engineering Desginer

We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit an expression of
interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial, Industrial Residential and High rise

By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services, AA can supply
an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package.
AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for your formwork and
concreting. We can also provide in-house design schemes specific for each one of
your project including engineering for final certification and approval, where required.
Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing requirements, from fixed
lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management system. We have
implemented a number of practical and targeted initiatives to ensure the ongoing
safety of our employees, sub-contractors and clients.
All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience, and capability to
supply services, ensuring our people are qualified to carry out your tasks as required,
maintaining a safe working environment for all parties concerned thereby being able
to deliver your projects on time and on budget.

AA CONCRETE &
FORMWORK
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LOUIS VALENTINO s ki
PORCELLANATO HEammibmmaitans

: : : : Trades Centre;
Direct to Builders, Architects, designers 22 /24 Anzac St Greenacre

Showroom; 204B Th i ;
; e Hume Highway; Greenacre Tel; 9709 3002
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

Louis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad bllay! Lo)S w 45wk & gulidluw 399 giuldBld S Ol
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of ¢ LzsdgiSilly Embaill dual 3o Jlo Soimas il dadll

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOnsally Omddighly oailiadl Il & sdilas aaig (D 34
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibiddl 393 &atgdl (0 wsdis d2)0 e o LSyl O
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol ke dadlu ol g pmdigd

ilgie LS HLLI yguitlg Juadly Juelais

SSRIRATISMINY /AN amarkcrou (&) MAPES

P O R C E |_ LA N ATO Professional Tiing Equipment
By AQUASEAL

Stone, Tile & Concrete Solutions Bn!'u' P Al“'s

TJAL“T AID SE! SIII.E FRIG\S

ADHESIVES * SEALANTS* CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

\? novaltex

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers
Smm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll

And much much more

29| ZilB g

{(Showroom) yaydl dla
We also hold M 0 ol Lrlua AT e o dasand | o ol e
° Davco . “..J.g.h.ﬂ
. ASA Bostic el aay § i lua 4 (e Cudl
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QLY ps aud yeidlg Head Office Melbourne
l'“"" PV (eS| Ay Jglat! L ﬁ, 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062

Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500

Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400

. e Adelaide
oo Fan s . - 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs t I n AUStraIf-a"

CoAB L g} SO (9 gotS | Atiteits 90
Pizza - Pasta - 62¥gly pokan palas wual il
dndlodly aciodl daus B Lals O ¢

Steak - Seafood ., o gsha - hylias - Gasls - (3id
vo DD dubgueitd | ol | o9l Bl Hlsd

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adllas .. weas>
VIC 3053 dadle i lalgats bt 8 il gt 9o el | Gkttt 39
Ph 03 9347 1630 aaS o] il 31 ST (e

Fax 03 9348 1112 Ly 9eedy (B Eallenll 528 (ymete
www.totospizzahouse.com
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almaza Beer

Make it o lebanese summer

P @S3ILDLeN
Jas | atl_smgd!
OO9Me uiSe s
D oriisn S2aS Juawe 5|
;@S Ala
0405272581

s g
N e Ac-lal
pos=sillalle L8 Jo¥l

dnle S - 3w alacl - Silales - zl9) - duglad
Sllid| a9 dald
oo &N QA 0 i Q3 Qe ogsion)
Ph:03 9354 46863
Mob: 0418175417 or 0425 622 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

Classica PL

Ol Lo we acldl | (gl
12 Lincoln Street . . o
castbursicko 07| | | 2B S| dagdl sl Sigaa

Tel: 03 9383 5222 i ‘91| (o O I
Telopia Liquor Store SS.S

55 Adderton Road . . :
Telopia NSW 2117 achuad | o sl @ gl S shuse

Tel. 02 9871 4295 plassd dlalidl ol Gl

didg Mlea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for

change! IPS &-\ﬂ:’

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that

positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

- *»

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty

e Be reliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control

(Events) ML&
e RSA certificate

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions skekk
Patrol positions

We have full time, part time and casual positions o & .
available. Y Iy
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 ol
No recruitment companies 8
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . .d-ﬂ-" gﬁ K]

_l Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au

they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for d)}.d"
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of A h.’l wl &G

«  Hold a first Aid certificate e Al
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . “t
o Sl

e Speak fluent English J"u‘ﬁ o>
e Have excellent presentation Myg EH‘ ﬂ‘

)hwig dalid

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Joladd! (2 s

-

il | DL Al g9 3V 81 ond | duss

§/' CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
% Registered Migration Agent

A

. MARN; 1174229

< FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

Email: delhalabil @gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

o2 g ialeadly dagladlg 719 1 ul g Rubaime) pgad
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@8 o oks Jhaid

3 nel B i ka5 gl Olan o b b @S | e
0413805930 :h i s el B3 Fubgasl
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Joe Hockey can’t say how he would fund personal
income tax cuts

Joe Hockey outlines his plans for tax reform. Photo: Steven Siewert

A leading economist has
compared the political
debate in Australia to the
behaviour of one of the
world’s most famous car-
toon families.

Access Economics direc-
tor Chris Richardson says
arguments about tax re-
form between Tony Abbott
and Bill Shorten remind
him of Homer Simpson
choking his son Bart.

The comments came af-
ter Treasurer Joe Hockey
announced plans to bring
personal income tax cuts
to the next election, and
as he left the door open
to extending the GST to
healthcare.

However, Mr Hockey would
not say how he would pay
for the tax cuts, in what
could amount to a $25 bil-
lion cut over four years,
according to a previous
estimate from Treasury
Secretary John Fraser.

In a speech on Monday
titled “The Economic
Case for Personal Income
Tax Cuts”, Mr Hockey laid
the groundwork for put-
ting income tax cuts at
the centre of the Abbott
government’s re-election
strategy.

He said the government
had “[no] other choice”
but to cut taxes for middle
and low-income house-
holds as without personal
income tax cuts about
300,000 Australians
would move into the sec-
ond highest tax bracket
in the next two years be-
cause of inflation and ris-
ing wages - referred to as

“bracket creep”.

Heading off concerns the
tax cuts would create an
even larger budget deficit,
Mr Hockey said the gov-
ernment could cut taxes
and repair the budget at
the same time because
the income tax cuts would
encourage  investment,
boost jobs and economic
growth, and then increase
tax revenue.

But he also said the gov-
ernment could cut spend-
ing further, pointing to the
public sector as an area
where further savings
could be found.

In a significant signal, Mr
Hockey said the GST was
only applied in a “narrow”
way to Australia’s goods,
particularly to the health-
care sector, “which is es-
sentially GST free”.

“And because health is
growing with the ageing
population, it means that
the tax base for the GST is
narrow,” Mr Hockey said.
The comments have been
interpreted as a sign the
government may be pre-
paring the ground for GST
changes - extending the
GST to healthcare - that
it could take to the next
election.

Mr Richardson said he
agreed with Mr Hockey’s
argument that Australia
needed to stop relying on
bad taxes, such as per-
sonal income tax, and start
collecting better taxes, but
he believed it would be im-
possible for the Treasurer
to cut income taxes in the
current political environ-

ment.

The Abboit government
has virtually ruled out sig-
nificant tax increases - be-
sides the GST - and shift-
ed $80 billion in health and
education spending to the
states, so it will be hard to
find where major budget
savings could be found.
“It can’t be done. Suc-
cess on budget repair and
bracket creep is wholly a
function of bipartisanship,
and you know what the
answer is there,” Mr Rich-
ardson said.

“The budget debate in
Australia is essentially
Bart and Homer having a
discussion, hands around
each other’s necks and
choking.

“It’s true that we should
be doing something over
fiscal drag ... this is some-
thing that is genuinely bad
and we should be doing
something about it.”
Figures from the Parlia-
mentary Library on Mon-
day supported Mr Fraser’s
May estimate that bracket
creep would result in tax-
payers paying an addi-
tional $25 billion over four
years.

They show that bracket
creep will help the bud-
get return to surplus in
2019/20, but if bracket

creep was corrected the
budget would not return
to surplus for at least 10
years.

Greens Treasury spokes-
man Adam Bandt said
the government’s plan to
cut taxes without raising
other taxes would create
more problems than it
would solve.

“We don’t have a budget
crisis but we will have a
revenue crisis if a $25 bil-
lion hole is punched in
the government’s income
stream,” Mr Bandt said.
Mr Shorten also mocked
the prospect of tax cuts,
saying that “when Joe
Hockey talks about a tax
cut you have to start put-
ting your hand over your
wallet”.

CPA Australia chief execu-
tive Alex Malley lashed the
Treasurer’s speech for be-
ing “long on rhetoric and
short on substance”.
“Repeating the contents
of the March discussion
paper is not breaking
news and does nothing
to advance the imperative
for tax reform,” Mr Malley
said.

The Business Council said
that as well as cutting per-
sonal income taxes, there
must be lower company
taxes.

Gillard, public to get mar-

riage vote: PM

Former prime minister Julia Gil-
lard has throw her support behind
same-sex marriage. Source: AAP

PRIME Minister Tony Ab-
bott has hit back at his
predecessor Julia Gil-
lard’s comment that a
people’s vote on same-
sex marriage is illogical

and dangerous.

MS Gillard, who has now
decided to throw her
support behind same-
sex marriage, believes a
plebiscite or referendum
would potentially under-
mine voter confidence
in the parliamentary pro-
cess.

Mr Abbott says she>ll get
her say like everyone else,
telling the Seven Network
on Thursday: “Julia Gil-
lard will have an oppor-
tunity to cast her vote on
this matter just as every
other Australian will”.

$150,000 in funding now avail-
able to local groups

Jason Clare MP, Federal
Member for Blaxland, to-
day announced that our
area will receive $150,000
for the next two years as
part of the Stronger Com-
munities Programme.

The Stronger Communi-
ties Programme provides
grants, between $5,000
and $20,000, to not-for-
profitorganisations for
small capital works proj-
ects that improve our local

community.
Mr Clare was joined at the
announcement by vol-

unteers from the North
Bankstown Football Club
at Graf Park in Yagoona.

“The money can be used
to install new seating for
parents and players, up-
grade canteens and
change rooms,

BBQs areas and

install
lots

more.
“To be eligible for a SCP
grant, all projects require
matched contributions, in
cash or in kind.

“I encourage all sporting
and community groups
in our local area to apply
for funding under this pro-
gram.

“I'm also calling on local
residents to tell me which
sporting grounds and
community facilities you
think need an upgrade,”
Mr Clare said.
Expressions of interest
can be lodged with the
Blaxland Stronger Com-
munities Programme
Committee until 18th of
September at www.jason-

clare.com.aulSCP
Media Contact: Chris
Zogopoulos 02 9790
2466

PM to focus on remote employment

PRIME Minister Tony Ab-
bott is set to get his hands
dirty helping the Northern
Peninsula Area indigenous
community fix up their lo-
cal hall.

MR Abbott will turn his fo-
cus to local employment
initiatives on Thursday, his
penultimate day in the re-
gion as part of his election
commitment to spend one
week each year in a remote
indigenous community.

The prime minister will help
paint a Bamaga commu-
nity hall before attending a
health care facility and in-
specting local employment
opportunities.

Northern Peninsula Area
Regional Council mayor
Bernard Charlie said it was
vital to boost business
in the area, with the local
council the main employer.
“We want to look at eco-
nomic development and
tourism,” he told AAP.
“This is the magnetic north,
everyone travels up here.”

Mr Abbotit is also keen to
see places like Bamaga be
an economy as well as a
community.

“In the end, it is the entre-
preneurial spirit of local
people that is going to be
critical here,” he said.

The prime minister said the
government would do what
it could to help improve
schools, services and infra-
structure.

He spent Wednesday tour-
ing local schools and meet-
ing with students, after
joining the region’s truancy
officers in rounding up chil-
dren and delivering them to
their classrooms.

He said the children he saw
were capable of going to
university if they kept the
same enthusiasm through-
out high school.

“Even if there aren’t that
many jobs here at the mo-
ment, there are certainly
plenty of jobs in our econo-
my for indigenous people,”
he said.
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GLENN BROOKES MP WELCOMES
SCHOOL-LEVEL NAPLAN IMPROVEMENT

Member for East Hills, Glenn
Brookes MP, has welcomed
school-level improvements
shown by NAPLAN data,
as parents across NSW re-
ceive their child’s results.
Mr Brookes said many
schools across the state
have returned improved
student results and NSW
has the highest NAPLAN
participation rate nation-
ally.

“We are seeing some
pleasing improvements
at a school level and | ap-
plaud our fantastic teach-
ers for continuing to work
at such a high standard,”
Mr Brookes said.

“NAPLAN provides impor-
tant diagnostic data to help
identify challenges for in-
dividual students and give
valuable insights at a class-
room, school and system
level.

“I encourage parents to
use these results as the ba-
sis for a conversation with
teachers about how they
can work together to im-
prove their child’s results.”
Mr Brookes said local
schools had returned some

very positive results.
“Milperra Public School
Year 3 students performed
exceptionally well in read-
ing,” Glenn said.

“Not only has the school
improved its results for a
number of years in a row
— this year it significantly
outperformed the State’s
mean for the subject.”
Highlights from the 2015
NAPLAN results for NSW
include:

 Highest mean scores of
all states and territories for
spelling in Years 5, 1 and
9;

- Highest percentage of
all states and territories of
students in the top band
for spelling across all year
levels;

- Highest percentage of
all states and territories of
students in the top band
for numeracy for Years 5, 1
and 9; and

- Significant increase in
mean scores for Year 3
reading and for grammar
and punctuation between
2008 and 2015.

MEDIA: Jim Daniel — 9172
2774

Hockey leads new push

for republic

TREASURER Joe Hockey
and former ACT chief
minister Katy Gallagher
will join a new cross-par-
ty push for a republic.

THE Liberal cabinet
minister and now Labor
senator will set up a new
parliamentary group to
promote the cause as

the Australian Republic
Movement campaigns for
a plebiscite within five
years.

Polling over the past
week has found just un-
der 50 per cent support
for an Australian head of
state replacing the mon-
archy.

Q&A: Malcolm Turnbull phones ABC boss Mark

Ry
ABC managing director Mark
Scott.

The ABC has apologised
to Prime Minister Tony
Abboit for an offensive
tweet that was inad-
vertently broadcast on
Monday night’s Q&A pro-
gram.

In  what Communica-
tions Minister Malcolm
Turnbull has described
as a “Groundhog Day
moment”, the program
suffered another mishap
when a tweet with the

handle @AbbottLove-
sAnal was broadcast to
viewers.

The otherwise innocent
tweet - “I prefer ones
Twitter feed to their bi-
ographies” — was shown
while panellists were dis-
cussing political mem-
oirs.

The tweet has invited
fresh criticism from gov-
ernment MPs, just two
months after an inquiry
into the program was
launched after former ter-
rorism suspect Zaky Mal-
lah appeared in the audi-
ence to ask a question.

A spokesman for the
ABC said managing di-
rector Mark Scott sent a
text to the Prime Minister
to apologise on Tuesday
morning and a formal let-
ter of apology would also
be sent.

“Q&A has apologised to
the Prime Minister, Tony
Abbott, this morning,” a
spokesman said.

“Q&A handles a very high
volume of tweets during
its live broadcast every
week.

“Last night’'s program
was no different and con-

tained a vibrant discus-
sion on a range of topics
and featured some lively
Twitter exchanges.

“This particular tweet was
not published on purpose
and the ABC regrets any
offence caused.”

The spokesman said the
offending tweet would
be removed from any
rebroadcast of the pro-
gram.

Asked whether he ac-
cepted the ABC’s apol-
ogy later on on Tuesday,
Mr Abbott said he hadn’t
had a chance to respond
to Mr Scott’s text mes-
sage yet after a busy
morning visiting the Tor-
res Strait.

“I just hope that the ABC
management get on and
do what they said they
were going to do with
that program,” Mr Abbott
told reporters.

“I think it is a bit out of
control and I think it’s im-
portant for the ABC not
just to talk about tighter
management structures,
tighter management con-
trol on that particular pro-
gram, but actually do it.”
Mr  Turnbull called Mr
Scott early on Tuesday
morning to demand an
apology.

He said the tweet should
not have been shown and
Mr Scott had assured him
it would not appear in any
repeat broadcasts of the
program.

“In what felt Ilike a
Groundhog Day moment
yet again in the early
hours of Tuesday | spoke
with Mark Scott about
another unedifying inci-
dent at Q&A,” Mr Turnbull
said.

“The tweet should obvi-
ously never have been
put on the screen and the
fact that it was underlines
the need for better super-
vision of the program.

“l am assured by Mr Scott
the offensive tweet will
not appear in the replays

of the program. The ABC
should apologise to the
PM and its viewers.”

Q&A’s use of live tweets
is one of the issues be-
ing examined in an au-
dit of the program, cur-
rently underway, being
conducted by television
veteran Ray Martin and
former SBS managing di-
rector Shaun Brown. The
auditors are examining
whether the live tweets
add or detract from the
program and whether
Q&A could make better
use of social media.

An ABC spokesperson
has previously said that
“Q&A’s on-screen tweets
are selected through a
multi-stage moderation
process to provide an al-
ternative layer around the
studio discussion based
on the commentary of
viewers on Twitter”.

The program remains un-

Scott to complain about crude Tony Abbott tweet

der intense scrutiny from
government, which has
accused it of bias against
the Liberal Party since
the Mallah controversy.
Mr Mallah himself tweet-
ed on Monday night that
the user behind the tweet
was a friend of his.

“The Abboit Loves Anal
account is a friend of
mine. | never thought he
will make it after my fias-
co loll. Great work mate,”
he wrote.

The offending account
was only created on Au-
gust171.

In the past, Q&A execu-
tive producer Peter McE-
voy has said offensive
tweets have occasionally
been put to air inadver-
tently.

In 2011 the ABC apolo-
gised to Education Minis-
ter Christopher Pyne for a
tweet broadcast while he
appeared on the show.

Govt examining PNG vegetable ban

THE federal govern-
ment is seeking to clar-
ify whether Papua New
Guinea’s recent import
ban on fresh vegetables
complies with global
trade rules.

PNG instituted the ban
earlier in August with the
aim of helping local en-
terprises.

“We are seeking to fur-

ther clarify the PNG
government’s  reasons
for the ban, including

whether these are World
Trade Organisation con-
sistent,” an agriculture
department spokesman
told AAP on Wednesday.
Iltems affected include
Irish potatoes, bulb on-
ions, cabbages, carrots,
tomatoes, capsicums,
pumpkins, peas, zuc-
chini, eggplant, pak choi,
French beans, lettuce
and celery.

The spokesman said the
ban is in effect until bios-
ecurity protocols are es-

tablished.

Australia has been a safe
and reliable supplier of
fresh produce to PNG for
a number of years with-
out biosecurity issues,
he said.

Australian produce ex-
ports to PNG totalled $3.8
million in 2014-15.

The department is in talks
with its PNG counterparts
to have the ban removed
as soon as possible.
Horticultural body AUS-
VEG said it was con-
cerned about the unex-
pected nature of the ban.
The timing will impact
Queensland growers now
in season, with southern
state producers likely to
be affected later in the
year, it said.

Australian vegetables
commanded a premium
price in PNG and were
usually destined for the
retail sector and expa-
triate-staffed industries
such as mining.
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‘No more handshake deals’ - Jacqui Lambie accuses
Bill Shorten of breaking ferry promise

Tasmanian senator Jacqui Lambie (right) has accused Bill Shorten of deceiving
her over her push for a new ferry service. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Senator Jacqui Lambie and Geelong Mayor Darryn Lyons promote a Bass Strait

catamaran service. Photo: Supplied

It’s the $200,000 funding
promise that wasn’t, and
it has Tasmanian senator
Jacqui Lambie fuming.
On August 20, the fiery
Tasmanian senator pub-
licly thanked Opposition
Leader Bill Shorten for
promising the funds for
a feasibility study that
would examine the case
for a Fast Cat ferry be-
tween the regional Victo-
rian city of Geelong and
Senator Lambie’s home
town of Burnie.

Similar, though smaller,
wave-piercingcatamarans
crossed the Bass Strait in
the 1990s but the service
was eventually cancelled
because passengers on
the Tasmanian-built Incat
ferries couldn’t cope with
the rough conditions on
the Strait.

But a day after Senator
Lambie’s public thank
you, Mr Shorten said told
the Geelong Advertiser
that he had never made
the funding commitment,
but that “if Labor is elect-
ed, | said I'd look at this
proposal in more detail”.
Advertisement

Mr Shorten’s factional ally
and frontbench colleague
Richard  Marles, who
holds the Geelong-based
seat of Corio, went fur-
ther, describing the ferry
proposal as a “ridiculous

half-baked idea”.

And now, Senator Lambie
is furious.

In a letter sent by the
senator to Mr Shorten
on Monday, obtained
by Fairfax Media, Sena-
tor Lambie said she had
“really enjoyed our infor-
mal meetings and policy
discussions” in recent
months.

“The Bill Shorten | met
was very different to the
untrustworthy, tricky
Bill Shorten that the Lib-
eral Party has constantly
talked about. And until
yesterday, | stuck up for
you when people asked
my opinion of you. | told
those who asked that or-
dinary Australians could
make a hand-shake deal
with Bill Shorten and trust
you to deliver on your
promises,” she wrote.
“So you can imagine my
shock, surprise and bit-
ter disappointment when
you broke your promise
to me about a commit-
ment to fund a $200,000
feasibility study...after
reading your frontbench-
er Richard Marles’ public
statements, it’'s easy to
see why you broke your
promise to fund the Fast
Cat financial feasibility
study.”

The senator goes on to
accuse Mr Marles’ oppo-

sition to the study being
motivated by his hatred
of Geelong’s colourful
mayor, Darryn Lyons,
who backs the study.
“Unfortunately, it is clear
you are intimidated by Mr
Marles ... in your mind it
was easier to face an an-
gry Jacqui Lambie rather
than an angry Mr Marles,”
she added.

Senator Lambie said that
if given the green light,
the new ferry would see
500 people employed in
Hobart, see an extra 2400
people and 1200 vehicles
visit from the mainland
each day and that “any
claim the proposed new
ship will cause the same
amount of sea sickness
of discomfort as the old is
wild, uninformed and po-
litically motivated”.

“l look forward to your
personal apology (not for
disrespecting and lying
to me, but to the people
I represent in Tasmania)
and an immediate re-
commitment of $200,000
funds to the Fast Cat fea-

sibility study.”
Of course, in future
should you require my as-

sistance and help - there
won’t by any more hand-
shake deals. We’ll put
everything in black and
white and have it signed.”
“Fool me once, shame
on you - fool me twice,
shame on me.”

A spokesman for Mr
Shorten provided the
same statement provid-
ed to the Advertiser four
days earlier.

“I've got respect for Jac-
qui Lambie. She’s got
ideas that I'm happy to
look at. If Labor is elected,
I said I'd look at this pro-
posal in more detail work-
ing in consultation with
Labor’s representatives
in Tasmania and Geelong.
There would need to be a
business case and clear
economic benefits before
any funding could be con-
sidered,” the statement
said.

Tony Abbott offers Jacqui Lambie
confidential union briefing

The Abbott government
has offered a briefing on a
secret report by the trade
union royal commission
- the contents of which
pose “grave threats to the
power and authority of the
Australian state” - but has
“emphatically denied” the
briefing was offered as a
bargaining chip to secure
political support to re-es-
tablish the building indus-
try watchdog.

In a letter from Tony Ab-
bott to Tasmanian senator
Jacqui Lambie, the Prime
Minister offered a confi-
dential briefing - rather
than access to the report
itself, which the senator
had sought - on the third
volume of commissioner
Dyson Heydon’s interim
report into the trade union
movement.

The offer was made on Au-
gust 12, just days before a
vote on August 11 to res-
urrect the union-busting
Australian Building and
Construction Commis-
sion.

Access to the secret re-
port has become central to
securing Senator Lambie’s
crucial vote to restore
the ABCC, and she voted
against the bill, which was
defeated by one vote, last
week.

When he released his
1800-page interim report
in December last year, Mr
Heydon said the 81-page
third volume needed to
remain secret to “protect
the physical well-being of
those witnesses [appear-
ing at the commission]
and their families. This is
unfortunate, because the
confidential volume re-
veals grave threats to the
power and authority of the
Australian state”.

In his letter to Senator
Lambie, Mr Abbott said
there was ample publicly
available evidence sup-
porting the need to restore
the ABCC, the Howard-era
watchdog dismantled by
Labor in government, and
gave an insight into the
contents of the third vol-
ume.

“I can advise that the con-
fidential volume reports
on threats of violence, and
an act of violence, against
witnesses called or likely
to be called to give evi-
dence before the Royal
Commission,” Mr Abboit
wrote.

“l invite you to contact
my office to arrange for
a confidential briefing by
a senior officer in my de-
partment on the confiden-
tial volume. This will be an
oral briefing summarising
the report that does not
contravene the non-publi-
cation direction.”

Mr Abbotit goes on to “as-
sure” Senator Lambie that
the secret report “does not
contain any reference to
political corruption or any
matter that would harm the
reputation of the Liberal
Party”.

In her response later on
August 12, Senator Lam-
bie, who has been asking
for months to read the
confidential volume, wrote
to Mr Abbott and said the
report should be made
available to senators, with

appropriate  safeguards,
to inform her vote on the
ABCC bill.

She also asked for the
construction union, the
CFMEU, to be deregistered
and for a separate confi-
dential report written for
the then Victorian Napthine
government by the current
head of the construction
watchdog, Nigel Hadgkiss,
to be released in exchange
for her vote.

“If the government could
comply with these con-
ditions, | would happily
co-operate to ensure the
above legislation passes
the Senate.”

On Tuesday evening, La-
bor workplace spokesman
Brendan O’Connor said
the offer of a briefing was
“concrete evidence” of the
commission’s political ob-
jective and that “he’s us-
ing this secret report as
political leverage”.

A spokesman for the
Prime Minister emphati-
cally denied the offer of a

briefing was a “bargaining
chip”.

The spokesman said Sen-
ator Lambie had sought
access to the secret docu-
ment and the proposed
briefing would provide in-
formation about the report
but not its detail, “ensur-
ing the briefing would be
entirely consistent with
the non-publication order
made by the commission”.
“No other crossbencher
has asked for a briefing
at this stage. Any request
would be considered.
There is nothing ‘transac-
tional’ about the proposed
briefing,” the spokesman
said.

Senator Lambie has also
corresponded with Mr
Heydon in recent months
about the report, with the
commissioner stating in a
May 14 letter the “extent
to which the confidential
report should be dissemi-
nated is primarily a mat-
ter for the Prime Minister,
Commonwealth Ministers
of the crown and the State
Premiers.”

“I fear that any significant
dissemination of it would
result in a destruction of
confidence and create
the possibility of danger
to physical wellbeing of
witnesses and their fami-
lies.”

In a response on May 21
to Mr Heydon, Senator
Lambie argued “the gov-
ernment in the past al-
lowed senators to view
top secret reports such as
the DLA Piper Vol 2 which
contains explosive allega-
tions of defence abuse”.

“I humbly ask you to re-
consider your decision
and my request.”

Mr Heydon, who is under
pressure to quit over his
acceptance of an invita-
tion to speak at a Liberal
Party fundraiser, has de-
layed again revealing his
decision on his own fate
as commissioner.

Liberal Democrat David
Leyonhjelm said: “Cross-
benchers blackmail the
government. That’'s how
we do business.”
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Joe Hockey’s income tax cut. GST on
health and food would not cover shortfall

The only way Treasurer
Joe Hockey could raise
enough GST revenue to
pay for his election tax-cut
pledge would be to extend
the tax to fresh food, edu-
cation and healthcare.

A Parliamentary Library
analysis obtained by Fair-
fax Media shows that if Mr
Hockey extended the GST
to healthcare products -
as hinted by the Treasurer
this week - it would raise
an extra $16.25 billion in
revenue over four years.
But that would not be
enough to cover the $25
billion revenue shortfall
estimated to arise from his
personal income tax cut
proposal.

The analysis shows the
Treasurer would be able to
cover the $25 billion short-
fall if he extended the GST
to cover healthcare and
fresh food, raising $43 bil-
lion over four years.

But that would still only be
a short-term fix, because
the cumulative impact of
his tax cuts would become
much larger in 10 years’
time, overtaking the GST
on healthcare and fresh
food.

The analysis shows if
the GST was extended to
healthcare and fresh food
it would raise an extra
$145 billion over 10 years.
But the estimated revenue
shortfall from the tax cuts
would be $165 billion in 10
years.

Mr Hockey on Wednes-
day rejected reports that
he had suggested apply-
ing the GST to healthcare,
telling journalists “I never
said that.”

“What that does is it illus-
trates how hard it is to get
a proper discussion about
taxation reform under-
way,” he said.

“I never said the GST
should be applied to
health.”

But on Monday Mr Hockey
said the GST was only ap-
plied in a “narrow” way to
Australia’s goods, particu-

larly to the healthcare sec-
tor, “which is essentially
GST free”.

“And because health is
growing with the ageing
population, it means that
the tax base for the GST is
narrow,” he said.

His comments were inter-
preted as a sign the gov-
ernment may be preparing
the ground for GST chang-
es - extending the GST to
healthcare - that it could
take to the next election.
Parliamentary Library fig-
ures show the only way the
Abbott government could
fund its tax cuts with the
GST would be to extend it
to healthcare, fresh food
and education, raising
$198 billion in 10 years.
Extending the GST to
those three areas would be
politically risky, further in-
creasing the likelihood Mr
Hockey will instead seek
to cut government spend-
ing to help pay for the tax
cuts.

Greens Treasury spokes-
man Adam Bandt has
criticised the tax cut pro-
posal, saying Mr Hockey
is proposing a shift of the
taxation burden onto low-
income households.

“The Treasurer would
need to extend the GST to
health, education and food
to cover the cost of his in-
come tax cuts,” Mr Bandt
said.

“The Treasurer is plan-
ning a tax shift, not a tax
cut He’s ruled out balanc-
ing the books by reform-
ing unfair tax breaks for
the wealthy, but he’s kept
alive a broader GST.”

Mr Hockey says the Abbott
government has “[no] oth-
er choice” but to cut taxes
for middle and low-income
households, because with-
out personal income tax
cuts about 300,000 Aus-
tralians will move into the
second highest tax brack-
et in the next two years
because of inflation and
rising wages - referred to
as “bracket creep”.

Abbott government has not appoint-
ed FOl commissioner

Attorney-General George
Brandis refuses to say
whether he will appoint a
new freedom-of-informa-
tion commissioner eight
months on, amid plans to
abolish his office.

Previous FOI commission-
er James Popple resigned
in January. The Attorney-
General's department told
a senate estimates com-
mittee this week that it
had not started to select
a replacement or set up a
process to do so.

The Office of the Australian
Information Commissioner
was set up under the Free-
dom of Information Act in
2010, as an independent
body to manage the pub-
lic’'s access to informa-
tion and provide advice to
government. Three com-
missioners  responsible
for freedom of information,
privacy and information
were appointed to oversee
it.

The office would not be
drawn on when a new com-
missioner would be ap-
pointed, referring the com-
mittee to the department’s
response to the question.
It avoided saying whether
the law requires the gov-
ernment to appoint a new
commissioner, saying
only: “The act provides for
the position of the Free-
dom of Information Com-
missioner.”

The government has intro-
duced a bill to abolish the
office, which is not expect-
ed to gain enough support
to pass the Senate. It has
allocated $1.1 million in
funding for the office to
see it run till the end of the
next financial year.

Many of the office’s main
jobs have been transferred
out of it, with appeals re-
ferred to the Administra-
tive Appeals Tribunal and
complaints now routinely
referred to the Common-
wealth Ombudsman.
Privacy Commissioner
Timothy Pilgrim is the only
one of three former com-

missioners remaining at
the office. Professor John
McMillan resigned as the
information commissioner
in July.

Mr Pilgrim, who has also
been acting as information
commissioner since then,
was this week re-appoint-
ed as privacy commission-
er until October, “while the
Government considers op-
tions for the future of the
Information Commissioner
position.”

Retired Victorian Supreme
Court judge Tim Smith
said: “By the power of the
purse they have managed
to achieve a de facto aboli-
tion of the OAIC.”
Starving the Office of fund-
ing meant it was “unable
to carry out its statutory
functions contrary to the
wishes of the Parliament,”
Mr Smith said. “Why is that
not a breach of the rule of
law and the separation of
powers by our executive
government?”

Shadow attorney-general
Mark Dreyfus, QC, said
‘We have a Common-
wealth government that
is treating the freedom of
information system with
contempt.”

The government should
say what he intended to
do after October “and if it
can't get the repeal legis-
lation through Parliament
it should formally publicly
abandon that attempt and
appoint people to fill the
two vacant positions .. and
provide adequate resourc-
es to both.”

A spokesman for Sena-
tor Brandis would not say
when the bill would be
moved in the Senate: “The
government remains com-
mitted to its budget sav-
ings measure to abolish
the OAIC. Until the bill is
passed, the OAIC contin-
ues to operate.”

“The OAIC will continue to
perform those FOI func-
tions necessary to ensure
the ongoing operation of
the FOI system.”

National reform summit. Bill Shorten calls
on business and community leaders to work
together on emissions trading scheme

Bill Shorten has called on Aus-
tralia’s top business and com-
munity leaders to recognise
the role of climate change in
Australia’s economic outlook,
imploring them to drop en-
trenched political differences
to jointly design an emissions
trading scheme.

His call, which reinforced the
opposition’s intention to take
an ETS to the the next federal
election, came as Treasurer
Joe Hockey also observed that
the nation’s economic debate
needed updating to reflect the
multiple disruptions now being
felt across commerce through
the digital revolution.

Both men were among the
first speakers at the National
Reform Summit being held in
Sydney’s CBD on Wednesday
- a joint Fairfax MediaiNews
CorpiKPMG event.

Taking a shot at the Greens and
the Nationals, the Labor leader
said sensible policy was best
achieved by politicians in the
middle of the spectrum. And
while the stated spirit of the
summit is one of finding com-
mon ground, if not outright
consensus, Mr Shorten did not
hesitate to make comments
likely to be seen as political.

“I believe in reform, but reform
with purpose,” Mr Shorten
said.

Calling for “straight talk”, he
said the reality most Austra-
lians feel from the nation’s
economic performance was
that is “wallowing in medioc-
rity”.

“We cannot simply continue as
usual without long-term con-
sequences, and even the cur-
rent consequences are acute
- the deficit’s doubled, wages
growth is at record lows, eco-
nomic growth is nearly a full
percentage point below trend,
annual growth’s been be-
low trend for 11 consecutive
quarters, and all but three of
the previous 21 quarters,” he
said.

Mr Shorten said unemploy-
ment had “a six in front of it”
as 800,000 Australians re-
mained jobless, and “there’s
another 1 million Australians
who are under-employed”.

He said climate change was
the big lever for economic
transformation with opposi-
tion to renewable energy often
bordered on “hysteria”.
“Cutting pollution and driving
investment in renewable ener-
gy lifts productivity,” he said.

“As leaders of our business
community and think-tank
world, you can play a critical
role in elevating this conversa-
tion.

“Forty percent of the world’s
economy, more than one bil-
lion people, have already em-
braced the opportunity of an
emissions trading scheme
- Australia needs to settle on
and lock in an appropriate de-
sign for ours.

“If we do not get serious about
tackling climate change, if we
don’t get serious about in-
vesting in renewables, then
we cannot say we are serious
about economic reform.”

Mr Hockey used his contribu-
tion to recommend new think-
ing, telling the influential au-
dience, that consumers must
be at the centre of this new
approach to policy, or it would
inevitably fail.

“The big mistake from today
would be to shape future re-
form based on a wistful glance
in the rear-view mirror,” he
told them.

“In some areas - like technol-
ogy, financial services and
communications - reform will
be rapid and we will struggle
to get ahead of fast moving
consumers.

“In workplace relations, indus-
try policy, innovation and the
environment, external drivers
will be the great disruptors.
For example, having a debate
about deregulating shopping
hours is almost redundant
given the emergence of 24I1
internet shopping.

“The Abbott government’s
reform agendas in competi-
tion policy, financial services,
trade policy and taxation need
to carefully weigh the expec-
tations of the sovereign con-
sumer.

“Our productivity agenda must
carefully consider the dynam-
ics of an ageing population,
private investment in public
infrastructure and the need
for our education system to be
better and more responsive to
global trends.”

While all speakers stressed
the need to lift productiv-
ity, early contributions to the
summit tended to emphasise
the standard arguments with
unions and social welfare ad-
vocates raising inequality as a
major concern while business
and economists argued for de-
regulation and policies aimed
at wealth creation.
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