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——  Harvey Norman

—
p—— AVAILABLE ONLY AT YOUR LOCAL STORE -
S HARVEY NORMAN @ DOMAYNE AUBURN

Our-Cooking Appliances are relocating
into the Main Electrical Showroom at

103-123 Parramatta Rd, Auburn.
—_— ’____/"/\ —

Greatdeals on all M 0% INTEREST

™ Ovens ™ Cooktops off-range, ex-display ¥ NO DEPOSIT
™ Rangehoods and cancelled & NO PAYMENTS |
™ Dishwashers ™ Fridges customer orders in stock! Minimum purchase $300.

Offerends 09/08/15. Apply in store/online.
WH EN WE SELL OUT' Available for in-store and selected online purchases.
Approved applicants only. Fees & charges apply. |
vou Mlss OUT! Interest applies if you do not comply with terms and

) conditions. _ |
Harvey Norman HARVEY NORMAN @ DOMAYNE AUBURN

103-123 Parramatta Rd. 8748 4200 Located on ground level

SHOP uwith CONFIDENCE {Entrance to carpark off Station Rd.) (Computers/Electrical only)

Ends 16/08/15.
Harvey Norman® stores are operated by independent franchisees.

ALL PRICED TO CLEAR!

VIS US IN
GRAT

F0RMORE,
-

306546_AUB

1%

harveynorman.com.au

*1. 24 Months Interest Free - No Deposit, No Interest, No Payments until July 2017: Approved applicants only. Conditions, fees and charges apply. Minimum amount financed $300 on transactions made between 10/07/15 and
09/08/15. Interest applies if you do not comply with terms and conditions. Excludes the Harvey Norman Home Appliance and Electronics EXPO at Melbourne Showgrounds on July 18-19. Excludes gaming consoles, games, gift cards,
Apple and Miele products, and brands and other products that are offered for sale under agency agreements with Harvey Norman franchisees. Refer to product websites for conditions, fees and charges. Credit facility provided by GE
Capital Finance Australia (ABN 42 008 583 588), trading as GE Money. Australian Credit Licence 392145.

AL WATEHDIIN ‘ o ¢
.ABN: 85 806 130 998
uﬂﬁ‘-“)—.’. 9 o—“-J‘—’.
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
o SR A bt Aot

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428
email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

- . .. Apco 20 L Jleaiut ft
A8 Lol Jagd $110 2ty ol I

. . Apco 20 L (3xl...Sealer,
sked! a)lgd Primer,Undercoaty $110

Ci19a) pubdmmz Apco 20 L it $85

ot sl
YJML Jutl @/ \ Adataets

=
Dulux Weathershield 15L  $175
Finess 20L From $98
Taubmans Endure 15L $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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PREMIUM DESIGN
& ENGINEERING

Michael Hammoud

Buildings.

PLEASE CALL

SAM 0406551555
Or

Michael 0413561164

Senior Architect - Engineering Desginer

We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit an expression of
interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial, Industrial Residential and High rise

By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services, AA can supply
an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package.
AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for your formwork and
concreting. We can also provide in-house design schemes specific for each one of
your project including engineering for final certification and approval, where required.
Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing requirements, from fixed
lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management system. We have
implemented a number of practical and targeted initiatives to ensure the ongoing
safety of our employees, sub-contractors and clients.
All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience, and capability to
supply services, ensuring our people are qualified to carry out your tasks as required,
maintaining a safe working environment for all parties concerned thereby being able
to deliver your projects on time and on budget.

AA CONCRETE &
FORMWORK
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4idg Al IPS Security

Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken

= Be reliable

We have the following security posifions available;
Crowd Comntrol
{Evenis)

= RS5A cerificate

promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? lts time for
change!
At IS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for

rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our

continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IP%S Security requires qualified applcants for a varety of
positions all ower the Melbourme Metropaolitan area. To be
suitable to join cur team you must

» Hold a first Aid cerificate
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &. ﬁbh
» Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
= Speak fluent English

= Hawve excellent presentation

= Ayailable 7 daysinights

e G

lnﬂll-"nﬂl“ FI.F:I'I““I_‘I

We hawe full time, part time and casual positions
available.

Previous Applicants need not apply

Mo recruitment co

Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105

1300 660 586 Fan: 1300 572 627
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com_au

IPS odad
& Security

(o

Baldaial je

Jlesiy Sleus

Ak ¥ | Al |

_jL'H;L: sl
Ao

kkck

Aigige s pS

awtl B AEA
-v—rr .

Jalaid @ laag

&7 = S xig uald 2 gualals
Casills pidr arel

o

s Juiehd 9
23 Cann St Guildford NSW 2161
Ph: 02 9681 6520 Mob: 0414 394 675
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RING FOR A GREAT PRICE ON ALL
MAJOR TYRE BRANDS

I.’tbhn O ) ltmtd | St
RONT & BACK, FREE FITTING,
FREE BALANCING & VALVES

—iadl9d ¢ og;uu (FRETS
BRIV O R

*Conditions apply. Must present coupon. Expires 07/11/14

BFGoodrich == MUDCESTONE  (»DUNLOP

f TYRES EXCEL VM{P 9637 7445

1 F: 97600317

GOODFVEAR
Firesrone

e

FLRMHD TYRES

453 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands email: sales@tyresexcel.com
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0418 845 865 == 02 9721 1511
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358 Guildford Road, Guildford NSW 2161

Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -
michael.k@ nationalre.com.au
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LOUIS VALENTINO i ki

| —
PORCELLANATO i i

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers Trades Centre;
22 / 24 Anzac St

Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

 ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole = aiwad bllayl L3S w &5k 0 gilidlu 393 giudld¥ld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > LzslsiSilly Embaill diusl 3 J Ggius Sl dadill

borcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOnamadly paighly ol Il 3 ydilie dasy (S el
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibiadl 3935 ducgidl (v desdis G2y e o WiSad
whole sale prices in Australia cadoad| jlawuls 5390l e dadluy ol (9 Cpmdigd

ilgie S HLL pguitlg Juadly Jealads

LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (& MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO Fiokesiond TH ng EQUiDmE‘m ADHESIVES - SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

By AQUASEAL" [ —ﬁ;
! stone,nles;Cancre:eSalujons . na Vat E x

1.5Smm and 3mm tile spacers
Smm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll

And much much more

ralgadl il

:(Showroom) yayal dla
We also hold W 0 o Llua At (e daadl o (il (e
° Davco . “..).g.le.ﬂ
. ASA Bostic Helallaay ¢ i lua 4 (e Cudl
. Mapei (Trades Centre) § ! 35| i
. Novatex e oglall da 0 o lua T (e daead| o WY (pe - - —
*  Ardex el das § i b T 4 e CCietadl b aaally halaias¥l ,D)
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l'“"" PV (eS| Ay Jglat! L ﬁ, 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062

Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500

Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400

. e Adelaide
oo Fan s . - 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs t I n AUStraIf-a"

CoAB L g} SO (9 gotS | Atiteits 90
Pizza - Pasta - 62¥gly pokan palas wual il
dndlodly aciodl daus B Lals O ¢

Steak - Seafood ., o gsha - hylias - Gasls - (3id
vo DD dubgueitd | ol | o9l Bl Hlsd

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adllas .. weas>
VIC 3053 dadle i lalgats bt 8 il gt 9o el | Gkttt 39
Ph 03 9347 1630 aaS o] il 31 ST (e

Fax 03 9348 1112 Ly 9eedy (B Eallenll 528 (ymete
www.totospizzahouse.com
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Ph:03 9354 4663
Mob: 0418175417 or 0425 822 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

Classica PL Ol Lo s acldl Sl (gl
12 Lincoln Street . . opf e
East Brunswick VIC 3057 Ag’ ):«J | «g“"‘&" JL.‘."'" il
Tel: 03 9383 5222 s 3.[| "L; 0 M

. SDBS A
Telopia Liquor Store

55 Adderton Road “ . i
Hoargizy || [l O et ] g S slusis

Te 029871 4295 plassd dlalill ol Ll

Presents

Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Church

The Feast of the Assumption
Thursday 6t to Saturday 15 August

Novena celebrations

Under the patronage of His Excellency L 93 & 439 35kt 5180 “Mjﬁ
Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay s oo - o ‘L‘L‘d

g | MARN; 1174229

={ FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.

Email: delhalabil @gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including

Rides and Entertainment for everyone

*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
Events Program: *Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
Day 1 TD:te day 6% zlomoe :\)/letalls ith His Excellency Bishop Antoi “Deportation
ay ursday .00pm ass with His Excellency Bishop Antoine-
Charbel Tarabay. Opening Ceremony Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
Day 2 | Friday 7" 6.00pm | Mass & Adoration . - - . N e
7.30pm | Karaoke & Wood Oven Pizza Night gﬁb‘-"j uhlu."g MM‘} G‘j}" M‘_)ﬁ e ara i
Day 3 | Saturday 8" 6.00pm | Mass & Adoration . . . .
i i ointe e Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No.
7.00pm | Ya Zaman Theatrical Concert with *Appointed by the Vict G t Justice of the P Reg No. 11838
Fr Hovig Boudakian & OLOL Choir *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Day 4 |Sunday 9t 10.00am | Family & Friends Festival — Fresh Saj, Food, Celebrant Reg No. A11175

Day5 | Monday 10% 6.00pm | Mass

7.00pm | Mary Mother of God Discussion

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

Day 6 | Tuesday 11t 6.00pm | Mass
7.00pm | Fersen El 3adra

0457555555 :@8 o oks Jhaid

Day 7 | Wednesday 12" | 6.00pm | Mass

7.30pm | All Eastern Churches Choirs Concert —

Day 8 | Thursday 13t 6.00pm | Mass

7.00pm | Trivia and Pancake Night

5 e Il ) e g e B Sl e

Day9 | Friday 14" 6.00pm | Mass

7.00pm | Feast Eve Festival for all

0413805930 :h i s el B3 Fubgasl
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Tony Abbott and Bill Shorten swap
barbs over clubs donations influence

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott and  Opposition
Leader Bill Shorten have
traded blows over the
influence of political do-
nations from registered
clubs on their parties’
poker machine policies
while in government.
Fairfax Media revealed
Clubs NSW  donated
$20,000 fo a fund-raising
body supporting Abbott
government frontbencher
Kevin Andrews as he led
formulation of the Coali-
tion’s industry-backed
poker machines policy
before the 2013 election.
Asked about this on Mon-
day, Mr Abbott tried to
turn the focus onto Labor
by implying that the Gil-
lard government changed
its poker machines policy
due to a donation from
Clubs NSW.

“I notice that quite a large
donation was made to the
Labor Party shortly before
the former Labor govern-
ment reneged on the deal
that it had done on poker
machines with Andrew
Wilkie,” he said.

In January 2012, then
prime minister Julia Gil-
lard announced that she
would tear up a deal with
the independent MP Mr
Wilkie to introduce man-
datory pre-commitment
for poker machines.
Mandatory  pre-commit-
ment — strongly opposed
by registered clubs - forc-
es pokie players to nomi-
nate how much they are

Federal MP Andrew Wilkie Photo: Phil Thomson

prepared to lose before
they begin gambling.
Australian Electoral Com-
mission (AEC) records for
2011-12 show that Clubs
NSW disclosed a $5000
donation to the federal
campaign of the NSW di-
vision of the ALP in July
2011.

Clubs NSW then donated
$44,000 fo the federal
ALP in April 2012.

But Mr Shorten said said
Mr Abbott’s argument
was “absurd” and he
was “clearly implying his
Defence Minister’s deci-
sions are influenced by
donations”.

“By Mr Abbott’s own ar-
gument, it’s critical the
Prime Minister and his
Defence Minister [Mr An-
drews] now explain what
influence donations have
on their policies.”
Independent senator Nick
Xenophon said the rev-
elations about the Clubs
NSW donations to the
fund-raising body sup-
porting Mr Andrews high-
lighted the “urgent need
for campaign financing
and disclosure reform”.
Greens senator Lee Rhi-
annon called on Mr Ab-
bott and Mr Shorten to
back election funding re-
form before the next fed-
eral election.

Treasurer Joe Hockey de-
fended the current system
of political donations but
warned the public they
will end up paying for po-
litical parties to bombard

them with election propa-
ganda if private donations
are curbed.

The $20,000 donation
from Clubs NSW was
made to the Victoria-
based Menzies 200 Club
in2013.

While Clubs NSW de-
clared the donation to
electoral authorities, it
nominated the Victorian
Liberal Party as the recipi-
ent, which blurred the link
to Mr Andrews. The Men-
zies 200 Club did declare
the donation.

But the Menzies 200 Club
failed to declare another
$10,000 donation from
Clubs NSW, made in June
last year, for eight months
after the deadline set by
the AEC.

Fairfax Media does not
suggest the donations
directly influenced Mr An-
drews’ decision-making.
A spokesman for Mr An-
drews has said that any
suggestion Mr Andrews’
decisions were influenced
by the donations was
“wrong and offensive”.
He stressed that the Co-
alition had released a dis-
cussion paper on gam-
bling reform in November
2011. The policy taken to
the election varied in a mi-
nor way only from the dis-
cussion paper, he said.
Clubs NSW has denied
the contributions were in-
tended to influence Coali-
tion gambling policy, say-
ing they were given for
“no particular purpose”.

Same-sex marriage: Labor stance may be a

Social Services Minister has strongly criticised Labor’s
hybrid position on same-sex marriage. Photo: Daniel Mu-
noz

The ALP’s national confer-
ence decision to give its
MPs a free vote on same-
sex marriage for the re-
mainder of this parliamen-
tary term and the next has
been seized on by conser-
vatives in the Liberal party
room who believe it pro-
vides Tony Abbott with a
justification to do nothing.
Right-wing Liberals say
Labor’s “ridiculous” policy
of allowing its MPs a con-
science vote on same-sex
marriage equality only until
2019, and binding them to
support it thereafter, has
given Mr Abbott all the cov-
er he needs to deny freeing
up Liberals.

“Why would we bind ours,”
said one MP, who declined
to be named.

Liberals at present are
functionally obliged to op-
pose any change to the
Marriage Act, which was
amended by the Howard
government to specifically
define marriage as between
a man and a woman to the
exclusion of all others.
Technically, however, only
frontbenchers would be in
breach of the rules if they
broke ranks to support a
reform bill in Parliament.
Backbenchers can vote as
they wish in such a circum-
stance, but in the absence
of a specific permission
to vote freely, many would
worry about career ad-
vancement if they opposed
the Prime Minister’s settled
policy.

While Mr Abbott promised
before the 2013 election
that the question of a con-

curveball for reform _

linghausen

science vote or otherwise
would be decided by the
party room once in office,
he has since shown no in-
clination to bring the mat-
ter to a head.

That is despite a private
member’s bill coming for-
ward within weeks spon-
sored by two senior Lib-
erals, Warren Entsch and
Teresa Gambaro. It is not
clear that the bill will be
afforded time for a debate
and then a final vote, and
it is also not clear how it
would fare if it were put to a
vote, with most Labor MPs
to back it but by no means
all.

Advocates of reform - in-
cluding cabinet ministers
who are bound to support
the leader unless granted
the free vote - want the En-
tsch-Gambaro bill brought
on.

But opponents say that bill
should be treated like any
other private member’s bill,
which is code for saying it
should never come to a
vote.

The influential Social Ser-
vices Minister Scott Mor-
rison slammed Labor’s hy-
brid position on Monday, in
a sign of the arguments to
come.

“You either have a con-
science vote or you don’t,”
he told Fairfax Radio.

“The fact that you can just
trade away a member’s
conscience and that that
be done by a union-driven
conference as opposed to
members themselves mak-
ing this decision | think
says everything you need

An emotional Penny Wong during Labor’s same-sex mar-
riage debate at the national conference. Photo: Alex EI-

to know about the Labor
Party. And for them to now
be lecturing others about
conscience votes | think
makes a complete mock-
ery of the whole argument
that Bill Shorten is trying to
make.”

Another Liberal said Mr
Abbotit would resist the
change for as long as he
could, predicting there was
no need for it to come up
before the election, even if
that is a year away.
However, others said La-
bor’s position had not
changed anything on the
Liberal side.

Opinion polls show pub-
lic support for equality is
building, accelerated by
the stunning 62 per cent
“yes” vote in a referendum
on the question in conser-
vative and predominantly
Catholic Ireland in May.
Other countries are also
moving, with the US Su-
preme Court recently iden-
tifying same-sex marriage
equality as a constitutional
right in all US states.

At Labor’s conference, Mr
Shorten argued strongly
for a continuation of a
free vote, aware that some
Catholic and other reli-
gious MPs feel they could
never support the change.
But a compromise with the
resurgent Left saw a half-
half policy agreed on.

The ALP’s Left faction had
wanted an immediate bind-
ing policy, arguing the
change was not a matter
of conscience, but a funda-
mental question of equal-

ity.
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Bronwyn Bishop under pres-
sure to explain travel claim to
Mirabella wedding

Bronwyn Bishop (left) at the wedding of Sophie Gregory Mirabella, with Tony Ab-

bott. Photo: Rebecca Hallas

Bronwyn Bishop is under
pressure to fully explain
what “official business”
she was undertaking when
she charged taxpayers for
attending Sophie Mirabel-
la’s wedding after a fellow
committee member ques-
tioned the Speaker’s ver-
sion of events.

There was no decision of
the committee authorising
the chair to attend meet-
ings in Albury.

Fairfax Media revealed
last week that the Speak-
er, already on “probation”
for use of her expenses,
claimed $600 in return
flights to Albury on a day
that coincided with the
wedding of her colleague,
then-MP Sophie Mirabella.
Despite  Prime  Minis-
ter Tony Abbott having
previously repaid more
than $1000 entitlements
claimed to attend the
same wedding, Mrs Bish-
op has so far refused to
repay the money.

She is instead standing
by a signed declaration to
bureaucrats that asserts
she was in Albury on offi-
cial business, specifically
to research work-life bal-
ance for an inquiry by a
parliamentary committee,
of which she was then
chair.

But a former member of
the committee disputes
that Mrs Bishop had any
official reason to travel to
Albury

“There was no decision
of the committee autho-
rising the chair to attend
meetings in Albury,” said
Jennie George a former
Labor MP who served on

the standing committee
of family and human ser-
vices in 2006. “We never
heard a report back.

“If it was formal commit-
tee business it would be
recorded. I'm mystified.”
Documents released un-
der freedom-of-informa-
tion laws show Mrs Bish-
op arrived in Albury at
4.A5pm on a Friday night.
“If she was meeting with
an organisation it would
be in working hours and
who would fly to meet one
person?,” Mrs George
added.

Mrs Bishop was in Wan-
garatta — about an hour’s
drive — the following day
for Sophie Mirabella’s
wedding. Mrs Bishop was
back in Sydney, where she
claimed a further $170 ina
taxi ride, by 3pm Sunday.
The question of whom the
speaker met in Albury and
for what purpose is one
the Speaker is refusing to
answer despite mounting
pressure.

According to a final report
released in December
2006, the committee held
no public hearings out-
side of capital cities.

Mr Abbott declined the
opportunity to defend the
Speaker’s trip when ques-
tioned on Monday.

Mr Abbott in 2013 sought
advice before repaying
more than $1100 in travel
costs and travelling allow-
ance to attend Mrs Mira-
bella’s nuptials.

He then issued a warning
to his fellow Liberal MPs
to follow his example by
repaying doubtful expen-
diture.

Renewable energy: Labor at-
tacks ‘unscientific’ Tony Ab-
bott over $60Db bill claim

The government has criticised Labor for
failing to release modelling on its renewable
energy goal. Photo: Rohan Thomson

Labor has described
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott as “the most unscien-
tific” leader in Australia’s
recent history after he
claimed the party’s ambi-
tious renewable energy
goal would cost consum-
ers $60 billion.

Mr Abbott said on Mon-
day Labor’s pledge to
source half the nation’s
power from renewable
sources by 2030 — a posi-
tion backed by the party’s
national conference at the
weekend - was “truly bi-
zarre” and a “massive hit
on consumers and jobs”.
“[1t] will mean a massive
bill, perhaps $60 billion or
more, that will have to be
carried by the consumers
of Australia,” he said.
Asked later by Fairfax
Media where Mr Abbott
sourced that figure, a
spokesman pointed to a
report in The Australian
last week.

That article quoted ACIL
Allen chief executive Paul
Hyslop, whose company
carried out modelling for
the government’s recent
review of the renewable
energy target.

Mr  Hyslop reportedly
said Labor’s goal, if
met through wind pow-
er, would require up to
‘11,000 additional tur-
bines .. with capital costs
for the turbines alone of
$65 billion”.

However, Mr Hyslop’s
estimate referred to capi-
tal costs, not consumer
costs. It was also based
on wind power alone,

when Labor has said its
goal would be achieved
through a variety of policy
mechanismes.

The government has criti-
cised Labor for failing to
release modelling on its
renewable energy goal,
and has demanded to
know exactly how it will
be achieved and what it
will cost.

On Monday Mr Abbott said
Labor’s “massive and un-
necessary commitment to
renewables” would cause
a “massive overbuild of
wind farms”.

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten said Mr Abbott
“makes up numbers to
scare people”.

“He has no evidence or
science. In fact, he is the
most unscientific PM Aus-
tralia has had in a long
time,” he said.

“Anyone who expects
Mr Abbott to change his
spots and become some-
one who is going to take
real action on climate
change when he has spent
his adult life being scepti-
cal of it .. is being overly
optimistic.”

Mr Abbott once famously
said the settled science of
climate change was “ab-
solute crap”, but later said
he accepted the science.
Mr Shorten said solar
technology was becom-
ing cheaper by the day
and advances in battery
technology meant “Aus-
tralians no longer have to
take the prices that elec-
tricity companies give
them”.

Labor’s environment
spokesman Mark Butler
said Mr Abbott’s “scare
campaign” was “reaching
hysterical levels again”.
Clean Energy Councilchief
executive Kane Thornton
said that by 2030, Austra-
lia’s energy system would
contain a range of energy
technologies, including
wind, large-scale solar,
wave and bio-energy.

Same-sex marriage could be
blocked as Liberals dither

Hopes of a breakthrough
on same-sex marriage leg-
islation before Christmas
are dimming as conser-
vative Liberals warn that
a proposed push in the
party room to free up gov-
ernment MPs to vote with
their conscience would
amount to waving through
full marriage equality, giv-
en the overall numbers in
Parliament.

The National Press Club
will host a nationally tele-
vised live debate on same-
sex marriage reform on
Wednesday, featuring two
of the most outspoken
participants, Labor’s Pen-
ny Wong and the Liberals’
Cory Bernardi.

The two South Australian
senators represent polar
opposite positions, rais-
ing the prospects of a fiery
debate.

While senior Liberals ac-
knowledge a rumoured
post-election  plebiscite
said to have been offered
by Prime Minister Tony
Abbott would probably be
seen by voters as kicking
the can down the road,
and even as trickery, in-
siders say it is not needed
anyway because the num-
bers in favour of reform
are simply not there inside
the Coalition party room.

If correct, it means the in-
ternal campaign to grant
MPs and ministers the lati-
tude to vote as they wish
on a forthcoming private
member’s bill, would fall at
the first hurdle.

One Liberal MP said there
was clear support in the
Liberal Party room for a
free vote on same-sex
marriage, but the issue
was deliberately being
conflated with support for
the reform itself. “There is
a campaign to muddy the
waters.”

As in many countries,
public momentum in Aus-
tralia appears to be build-
ing for legalised same-sex
marriage, with even some
conservative  opponents
dropping their objections

in recent months, but key
opponents say claims of a
pro-reform majority within
the governing parties is “a
pipe dream”.

Media reports have
claimed Mr Abbott had
floated the idea of granting
Australians a plebiscite -
or non-binding public bal-
lot - at some point beyond
the next election, as a way
of taking the heat out of
the issue in the immediate
term.

But Coalition insiders con-
tacted by Fairfax Media de-
nied any such discussions
had occurred.

One Liberal MP said that if
the idea of a plebiscite af-
ter2016 took hold, it would
look as if the Coalition was
“shifting the goalposts”
on the same-sex marriage
debate.

“How can we look remote-
ly credible? ”

Another Liberal source
dismissed talk of a plebi-
scite as a delay tactic, de-
scribing it as “desperation
from the rabid right”.

Even strong opponents
of changing the Marriage
Act said they believed Mr
Abbott would be unwise
to delay unreasonably an
attempt to bring the ques-
tion to a formal discussion
in the party room.

The ALP settled its policy
over the weekend, agree-
ing to a politically clumsy
hybrid proposal to give
Labor MPs a free vote until
the end of the next term of
Parliament, while binding
them to support equality
should the issue be voted
on after that Failure by a
Labor MP to support the
party policy after 2019
- when the next term is
expected to end - would
cause automatic expul-
sion.

Liberal MPs Warren Entsch
and Teresa Gambaro are
due to lodge their cross-
party bill for same-sex
marriage with the House
of Representatives’ Tables
Office when Parliament re-
sumes next month.
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Speaker Bronwyn Bishop is considering her po-

sition amid expenses scandal: Julie Bishop

3 '-'.“}1'5“1 2

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop has said Speaker Bronwyn Bishop is ‘consider-
ing her position’. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Julie Bishop says Bron-
wyn Bishop is consid-
ering her position amid
speculation the Labor
party will use the resump-
tion of Parliament to dis-
rupt question time as part
of the fallout from the
Speaker’s use of taxpay-
ers entitlements.

And a second cabinet
Minister, Scott Morrison,
declined to say whether
he had confidence in the
Speaker and said Mrs
Bishop is consulting with
her colleagues.

“I’'m not one to offer public
lectures to my colleagues
on these things,” he said.
“If I have anything to pass
on to the Speaker I will do
it privately and not offer
public lectures on these
things.

“The Speaker is consult-
ing with her colleagues.”
This came as News Corp
reported on Wednesday
that the Speaker claimed
travel allowance to attend
federal Liberal MP Teresa
Gambaro’s wedding in
2007 and Labor vowed to
call out the absurdity of
the Mrs Bishop’s position,
if she remains in the chair
by the time Parliament re-
sumes next month.

The Foreign Minister’s
comments declining to
support the Speaker are
significant given her po-
sition as Deputy Liberal
Leader and that she is
considered an ally of Mrs
Bishop. Mr Morrison’s
comments are also signif-
icant as he is considered
a potential future Liberal
leader.

Mrs Bishop is already
under fire for billing tax-

payers for airfares to ru-
ral Victoria to attend the
wedding of former federal
Liberal MP Sophie Mira-
bella in 2006.

The Speaker’s office has
defended the claiming of
entitlements at the time
of both weddings, citing
meetings with anony-
mous figures relating to
parliamentary committee
work, but is refusing to
reveal who Mrs Bishop
met.

A spokesman for the
Speaker defended the
use of entitlements to
travel to Brisbane for Mrs
Gambaro’s wedding as it
coincided with committee
work scheduled for the
next day.

“She travelled up there for
official purposes as com-
mittee chair,” he said.
“The Speaker had a meet-
ing at the Brisbane CPO
the next morning with an
academic who had rel-
evant experience in the
area the committee was
examining which was il-
licit drugs,” the spokes-
man said.

Speaking from New York,
Foreign Minister Julie
Bishop said on Wednes-
day there was no doubt
the issue would dominate
Parliament when it re-
sumes on Monday week.
“I understand that the La-
bor party will seek to use
this to destabilise ques-
tion time for example and
I'm sure Speaker Bishop
will take that into account
as she considers her po-
sition,” Ms Bishop told
the Nine Network’s Today
program.

“But | believe it’s impor-

tant the Department of
Finance be able to carry
out an investigation,” she
added.

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten called on Mr Ab-
bott to act and replace the
Speaker with veteran Co-
alition MP Bruce Scott.
“Put simply, Mr Abbott
has to act. Bronwyn Bish-
op has to go,” Mr Shorten
said.

“l think it’'s now time
perhaps for the Coali-
tion to look at putting in
a more reasonable face,
someone who’d respect
the independence of the
Speaker’s position, so we
can restore the standard
of parliamentary democ-
racy in this country.”
MPs will return to Canber-
ra on August 11 and La-
bor is likely to stage some
sort of protest against the
Speaker in that week.

But Labor’s manager of
opposition business Tony
Burke told Fairfax Media
he expected the Prime
Minister would dismiss
the Speaker before then.
“It’s unbelievable to think
Tony Abbott is so out of
touch that he would al-
low Bronwyn Bishop to
still be in the chair when
Parliament returns,” Mr
Burke said.

“But if that’s the absur-
dity we face, Labor will be
calling it as we see it,” he
said.

Labor is likely to move a
no-confidence motion in
the Speaker in the House.
This would almost cer-
tainly fail because the
government commands
a 14-seat majority in the
lower house.

But any political manoeu-
vre would renew focus
on the Speaker’s use of
travel entitlements and
specifically her decision
to charter a private heli-
copter to fly to Geelong
for a Liberal fundraiser.
Mrs Bishop has agreed to
repay the money but has
refused to apologise to
voters for the grandiose
use of taxpayers money.

Bill Shorten backs donations reform amid
push for an inquiry

Bill Shorten has proposed working with Tony Abbott on a program
of sweeping donations reforms. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Reform of Australia’s
notoriously lax politi-
cal donations rules has
moved closer as politi-
cians across the spectrum
acknowledge the system
allows powerful players
to effectively buy access,
and enables parties and
donors to obscure large
donations for months
or years after they were
made.

With independent sena-
tors planning to set up an
inquiry in response to rev-
elations of large donations
from gambling interest and
others, Opposition Leader
Bill Shorten has flagged
support admitting all par-
ties must take responsibil-
ity for donations received
from private interests, and
move to change the sys-
tem to provide real-time
transparency.

Slamming the current ar-
rangements, Mr Shorten
has proposed working
with Prime Minister Tony
Abbott on a program of
sweeping reforms aiming
to restore integrity and
public confidence.
Laborresolvedto strength-
en campaign finance
disclosure and transpar-
ency rules at its weekend
National Conference, in-
cluding election spend-
ing caps and a disclosure
threshold of $1000.

“All political parties re-
ceive private donations,
and all political parties
must take responsibility
for reform,” Mr Shorten
told Fairfax Media.

“The current system just
isn’t good enough [and]
the most immediate and
best way to restore con-
fidence in our political
system is to enhance

transparency and improve
disclosure arrangements.
He said Labor “voluntarily
disclosed all donations
greater than $1000” even
though the current legis-
lation stipulated a disclo-
sure threshold for dona-
tions above $13,000.

But a spokesman for Mr
Abbott poured cold water
on the suggested inquiry:
“The Australian Electoral
Commission is responsi-
ble for the administration
of the law regarding dona-
tions to federal political
parties and independents.
The government has no
plans to change the rules
and expects all members
of parliament to abide by
them in full.”

The issue has been in
the spotlight after Fair-
fax Media’s revelations
that Clubs NSW donated
$20,000 fo the fundrais-
ing body supporting fed-
eral Liberal MP Kevin An-
drews. At the time he was
responsible for writing the
Coalition’s policy on pok-
er machine reform.

One crossbench senator
said the system encour-
aged the idea of politi-
cians are for sale. Victori-
an senator John Madigan
said major donors always
expected a return on their
investment and the system
left politicians exposed.
“There is potential here
for corruption of the dem-
ocratic process,” he said.
“Recent media reports
that Clubs NSW donated
large sums to Kevin An-
drews while he was in
the process of formulat-
ing the Coalition’s poker
machines policy highlight
flaws in the current sys-
tem.”

Senator Madigan said
donations should be dis-
closed before elections
and individual and to-
tal donations should be
capped.

“Politicians should not be
for sale, yet this is exactly
what the current system
encourages,” he said.

He told Fairfax Media he
would begin lobbying his
crossbench  colleagues
for an inquiry before Par-
liament’s resumption on
August 10.

Fellow crossbench sena-
tor Nick Xenophon said he
would support an inquiry
and hoped it would dove-
tail with a bill he plans to
introduce aiming to in-
crease transparency.

“It's long overdue. There
needs to be fundamental
reform,” said Senator Xe-
nophon, speaking from
Thailand.

Senator Xenophon said
it was unacceptable that
political donations didn’t
have to be declared for up
to 20 months after they
were made, which could
be after an election had
taken place.

“You can’t stop people
spending money for a
candidate and a cause,
but what we can do is
have full and more timely
disclosure of where the
money’s coming from,” he
said.

Lower house independent
MP Andrew Wilkie lashed
out at the major parties
on the receiving end of
the gambling industry’s
“grubby money” and said
the system left Australia
looking little better than
corrupt developing na-
tions.

Mr Wilkie said modest at-
tempts to curb the use
of poker machines were
quickly reversed after the
Coalition’s election to
power, with the support of
Labor, which he attributed
to the industry’s dona-
tions to both sides.

“We in Australia rail at
wads of cash in brown pa-
per bags in other countries
but our political donations
system is little better,” he
told the ABC.
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Adem Somyurek MP quits
cabinet after bullying probe

Adem Somyurek: A report
found the evidence provided to
the inquiry by the complainants

was “far more reliable” than
that of the minister.

Former Victorian minis-
ter Adem Somyurek has
blamed his enemies in the
Labor Party after he was
forced to quit from Daniel
Andrews’ ministry after a
bullying complaint by his
former chief of staff.

A report by former judge
Michael Strong found
the evidence against Mr
Somyurek by complain-
ant Dimity Paul was “far
more reliable” than that
of the minister.

The report detailed an
incident in which Mr
Somyurek “took Ms Paul
by the arm to prevent her
from leaving his office
then took her chin in his
hand and shook it gen-
tly from side to side as a
form of admonition whilst
telling Ms Paul [to] ‘calm
down and put a filter on
it’”.

The report said the inci-
dent could be referred
to Victoria Police but it
would require Ms Paul to
make a formal complaint,
which she has said she
will not do.

Ms Paul broke down in
tears as she spoke about
the incident on Tuesday
and the harassment she
had faced after making
the complaint.

“I did not want to think of
myself as a victim,” said
Ms Paul, who is not seek-
ing compensation.

Mr Somyurek, who de-
fected from the powerful
Shop, Distributive and Al-
lied Employees’ Associa-
tion and is now part of the
Centre Unity faction, was

stood down in May when
the allegations became
public.

Mr Andrews said the re-
port found Mr Somyurek
caused distress to staff
and adversely affected
their sense of wellbeing.
“Mr Strong’s findings
against the minister are
deeply concerning,” Mr
Andrews said.

“The minister’s behav-
iour, as outlined by Mr
Strong, is unacceptable.”
Mr Somyurek has denied
the allegations and said
the decision for him to
resign came from Michael
Donovan, the “boss” of
the SDA.

“Now my resignation
should not be taken as
omission of guilt, | main-
tain my innocence,” Mr
Somyurek said.

“When my colleagues and
I left the SDA faction we
knew there would be pay-
back. We had no idea that
this payback would be so
extreme.”

Mr Somyurek took swing
at the Mr Andrews com-
ments when the investiga-
tion was announced and
called for Deputy Premier
James Merlino and Mr An-
drews’ chief of staff, John
McLindon to be sacked.
He said the Premier need-
ed to be “liberated” from
the pair because they
were serving the interests
of others and not the La-
bor government.

Ms Paul’s lawyer, Mau-
rice Blackburn head of
employment law Josh
Bornstein said there was
no reason why his client
should not be reinstated
in her role.

“The allegations of fac-
tional issues at play have
been part of a public rela-
tions exercise by factional
troglodytes in the Labor
Party,” Mr Bornstein said.
“The second complain-
ant alongside Dimity Paul
was a member of Adem
Somyurek’s subfaction.”

Tony Abbott channels Labor lead-

ers past to back China trade deal

Tony Abbott will hit back
at opposition doubts over
his government’s free
trade agreement with Chi-
na claiming it is consistent
with the best traditions
of previous Labor prime
ministers Gough Whitlam,
Bob Hawke and Paul Keat-
ing, and that it cannot be
undone anyway because
“a deal is a deal”.

In a major speech to Chi-
nese business leaders
in Sydney on Thursday,
Mr Abbott will lay out the
advantages to Australia
of the wide-ranging deal,
which has attracted criti-
cism from Labor and the
unions for containing what
they say are inadequate
requirements on Chinese
ventures to employ Austra-
lians, and to maintain high
safety standards through
the use of qualified staff
such as electricians.

“The FTA with China will
change Australia for the
better, it will change Chi-
na for the better, and it
will change our region for
the better,” Mr Abbott’s
speech notes say.

“It will secure the future
employment of genera-
tions of Australians.”
Branding a televised union
campaign by the militant
Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union
“xenophobic”, Mr Abbott
plans to use the speech to
appeal to Labor’s reform
tradition championed by
Messrs Whitlam, Hawke,
and Keating, and support-
ed by economic rational-
ists of more recent years
such as Rudd-Gillard min-
isters Simon Crean and
Martin Ferguson.

“This is too important to
our country, to our busi-
nesses and our children,
to be sacrificed at the altar
of xenophobic short-term
politics,” he will say.

“The Coalition won’t be
part of that —and | hope our
opponents will end their
flirtation with the ideas
and fears of the past.

“As the former trade min-
ister Simon Crean put it
World trade is a multiplier
of economic growth. If peo-
ple are looking for job op-

portunities and advanced
incomes, the path to that
is in opening up trade.”
Mr Abbott and his Trade
Minister Andrew Robb
have moved onto an ag-
gressive footing in recent
days in defence of the
China-Australia FTA after
Labor’s National Confer-
ence resolved to put pres-
sure on the government to
renegotiate aspects of the
agreement in order to beef
up the protection of Aus-
tralian jobs.

Labor has also pledged to
use a planned two-year re-
view to seek to renegotiate
labour aspects of the free
trade agreement , prompt-
ing Chinese officials to
flag they would use that as
an opportunity to reopen
other aspects as well.
Casting it as a new form of
sovereign risk, Mr Abbott
will tell Labor that the time
for such things has passed
and that for a subsequent
government to seek to go
back would be seen as dis-
honourable.

“My hope is that they will
listen to the sane eco-
nomic voice of people like
Simon Crean and Martin
Ferguson,” he will state.
“Either way, this govern-
ment is locked in with
our FTA with China, after
10 years of talks, we suc-
cessfully concluded the
negotiations.

“A deal is a deal — to
amend one part, is to re-
open it all - and we won’t
do that because it would
put Australian businesses,
Australian exports and
Australian jobs at risk.”
The trade focus comes as
anxiety levels rise over
another deal in the final
stages of negotiation, the
Trans-Pacific Partnership.
That 12-country deal is
being conducted with in-
ordinate secrecy, adding
to fears of higher phar-
maceutical costs due to
patent agreements and
to the inclusion of poten-
tially costly investor-state
dispute settlement provi-
sions that allow off-shore
companies to sue govern-
ments for loss of profits
due to domestic policy.

Bronwyn Bishop apologises for
chopper flight following three weeks
of criticism

Speaker of the House of Representatives and federal member for
Mackellar Bronwyn Bishop. Photo: James Brickwood

Bronwyn Bishop has final-
ly apologised to voters for
billing them for a $5000
private helicopter trip and
says she will repay all en-
titlements she claimed to
attend colleagues’ wed-
dings but is refusing to
resign as Speaker.
Sounding meek and con-
trite, a clearly deflated Mrs
Bishop took to Sydney ra-
dio 2GB to be interviewed
by her long-time ally and
the conservative host Alan
Jones where she staged a
full mea culpa.

“I've been listening to
what the Australian peo-
ple are saying .. there’s
no excuse for what | did
with the helicopter,” Mrs
Bishop said.

“I'll be repaying all ex-
penses related to wed-
dings which while tech-
nically in the rules just
doesn’t look right.”

Mrs Bishop’s apology is in
stark contrast to her defi-
ant media conference held
earlier this month after it
was revealed she char-
tered the private helicop-
ter to travel 100kms from
Melbourne to Geelong
to attend a Liberal Party
fundraiser in November
last year. After the revela-
tions she agreed to repay
the money but refused to
apologise.

On Thursday Mrs Bishop
acknowledged that it was
a mistake not to have said
sorry straight away.

“Yes it was, | should have
said it then, I wish | had,”
she said.

The manager of opposi-
tion business Tony Burke
said the Speaker’s apol-

ogy was not enough and
is still demanding Mrs
Bishop stand down.

“It’s too little too late,” Mr
Burke told Fairfax Media.
“If she honestly believes
she did the wrong thing
she would have apolo-
gised weeks ago.

“I don’t see how the role
of an independent Speak-
er can ever exist while she
remains in the chair.”
When asked if she would
step down if the scandal
surrounding her use of
entitlements looked like
costing the Abboit gov-
ernment its chances of
re-election, a defiant Mrs
Speaker dug in.

“I won’t be resigning but |
will be working very hard
to make sure | mean my
apology to the Australian
people,” she said.

Mrs Bishop asked the De-
partment of Finance to
check over all her expens-
es claims, despite insist-
ing for weeks that private
committee work justified
her decision to bill the tax-
payers for travelling to at-
tend the weddings of two
Liberal MPs, Sophie Mira-
bella and Teresa Gambaro
in 2006 and 2007.

It was also revealed on
Wednesday that Mrs
Bishop charged taxpay-
ers $320 for a 1999 frip to
Melbourne during which
she attended the wedding
of Liberal powerbroker
Michael Kroger and Anne
Peacock at Crown Ca-
sino.

“I know I've disappointed
and let down the Austra-
lian people,” the Speaker
said on Thursday.
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