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PREMIUM DESIGN
& ENGINEERING

Buildings.

PLEASE CALL

SAM 0406551555
Or

Michael 0413561164

Michael Hammoud
Senior Architect - Engineering Desginer

We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit an expression of
interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial, Industrial Residential and High rise

By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services, AA can supply
an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package.
AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for your formwork and
concreting. We can also provide in-house design schemes specific for each one of
your project including engineering for final certification and approval, where required.
Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing requirements, from fixed
lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management system. We have
implemented a number of practical and targeted initiatives to ensure the ongoing
safety of our employees, sub-contractors and clients.
All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience, and capability to
supply services, ensuring our people are qualified to carry out your tasks as required,
maintaining a safe working environment for all parties concerned thereby being able
to deliver your projects on time and on budget.

AA CONCRETE &
FORMWORK
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** adSg Ll IPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? lts time for ey
change! IP S ‘P
At IS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. -
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for & SEcunt}T
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence.
IP%S Security requires qualified applcants for a varety of r *
positions all ower the Melbourme Metropaolitan area. To be “'HMI 'i-FI
suitable to join cur team you must -
» Hold a first Aid cerfificate el i‘bﬂ""
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licence a. ﬁbh
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . "i .
s Speak fluent English Jheslg led>
= Hawve excellent presentation 5#‘.’11 h‘ﬁ"
= Be reliable -
We have the following security posifions available; JMh- hul
Crowd Conirol .
(Events) Audlie
= RS5A cerificate
»  Ayailable T days/nights
Static positions sk sk
Patrol positions
We hawe full time, part time and casual positions o B e
available. _ Adgigs b e
Previous Applicants need not apply -
Mo recruitment co ies lamtl B AEs
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105 T T
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 el b ey
— Email: employment@ipssecurity.com_au r

S8 pikiad dibal i sall dgad puis oM
ead| e izt d

c«elly daclag I

ol oy gl JlBs
doglall ol il d8aeall
(o plyelldaliaal Josii
sl Jlefinly ey 3\333“2
cJughll sasll e Jua8l
Orpdaall o S aae Lial
Gl lewl Lol g
B LS a8 o9

gy bl cslhbiadl Y1 podig
Aol Eially &l
Syl Gle ol &kl
daaall Salods bk Lin
silgaall

doai Il s
S9 Al syamas pulndd
ob» c\...lb.wulll doilgaall
Lawall byl Gle glasyl
dclial 1€ Dkl oIS
Gl ¥l Eadlall paas
RS Gl gy o
Blgwdl gt ahla o
Omially Oymaall
R | pevey]|

Ll jal o> Jodi cdlialg
maas G Je¥l alll e
Sl bl iy Lasil
S« all

alilsayl ob» ol
oo pmall Gyed bl
s ggann Guyasll ol
Ay §A05 0929 ALLSWY
G gl aly dblll
« uS.M oy «_.)Al

g7 (b Aey Ml 39

Al ddilall o ol

o oo oRal gy Lals
ch,s.All gl ,ela)ilL- L.\.u
A gk ledh akll A
A.m" 942, l.‘m US.lg ES.‘....u.ll
«d‘;hll ul,u.\s

g3 Jooi > Jofy aliy
A L puly pgle N,
dals Ga Ll (Il gl

a9 Cgku 940 Dy g (a5 0
ULturn 4altees

ol e e (B iy,
ol B dbsh

ol Joda oy .A.w.\." dlalg
Loaai Ley )M| o Al
abail elly aey sl
S Lois culby i,y
0% 9i oleal &l dal e
IRl sl Ul Gle cllig
«dald dlslog

ro2e o Ha gl el
,c‘)a dflld'.i)l ,QA.QJ dalla,
wilS dallh, 29 (oLl
SAl LHYga Y\ bk
§)lan bla &S §,luwig
w8 ._._.:.) dialal

N9 1H¥ga 7YY £902all
(s

cueda a8l a,u aswdl JLEg
€8sl j2ll

calygs oo peaie hua
Yy gy gyl G bl
S chle 5l Giglw g
digild e dalheils pods
Glip S pl Lin U-turn
_-39 L,s d..S.|9 LULQ'JH ,ol)a
ad ol b GaY
Ghall dlupll wdlsy
oy R s il Sl el
H¥ga YW gl &Yl
Sliaiel L& &5 8yLwdg
Grgild i dblhaily askdl
ALl Gl o ol
South Curl Curl §; n e
bl ol am gug A g
P S LAl awdi e
A

4‘&3)1“ P9 QA .A.uu." dlﬁs
dallly il adly el

el

@bl Al 59 8y
bty c¥Sgign g
Gl ses Liln o0
o0 o ol paal
oall Ol all &bl
Bgw clli Luld  clgiu
fl el 1S Lo
ol s N

o9 dwwll ddalgs U.n\.|3
baall oY gigull  le
hidd sgunl aey (Yl o9
09 7 Lanigail p¥el 0
Slyalal AT gudy Gow
- Al dall dalll
G Ll ugd) wae oo
Ll o Lo ygias

9 Lowasigail calibwaa glsig
VLY deal o dEkdl B o1
alalol gaen H¥gs )bl
s il ol cyo Ll fiasl
;.....lsl Ly St cdaall Flgall
ll 0- hid 5 )giudie Lol
ol Lall Lalll el
oo cal Gl oy palasily
8yl judil aly Q&ll Yoo
Sy a8 YoVE ple o9
poal el Bkall ela
Sy raaly Heeen Al
Basan §lgal

aclgill Ll d8algall go (Sl
mall byl i 3l
lgall &iag Eadlall mal
ol cmall Gl 8yl
dada  dasaa bg,..u ellig

A ol Jeiaall e d8aall
Ligim Al ¥l sLleatidyl A
Y98 syble Gl Hbds s
WlE  wgn aawdl dlalg
podl 8,8 dolewss el
aale 8,81 ailwalll 249
Loaly oo
caljolall gl cllutiwg
Aafll G ik b
Sl e Gles c,u;lﬁ.ll ,?LQ.H

.‘_r.\‘) d—“ 0-
Filusl uign asall Ui
Syl ol juSlaya oiel
9l w8, ol Jotinall e
Gl &dall diuall
doblig  mall il galll
ras Gl Gila S0 sle
aljaball Jeai gl calgin
0%l Gl dinall Gounudl I




Page 11

Saturday 25 July 2015

the middle east

/]

Ye00 jgam YO Couud!

V) e

- bulie

-

AR (4 S y9gez ox’ars we Ol skl dusl o 3 o it s Al (Al ufB

Al Ll sl &by g
sl mavaall G hllg dlilell

dipa praaadll aae LAl g
83ua cl8] g duc I 009 pabi
e Ml 03g sl Ly pS1aY g Sa
Sy Loylsy JSly ALl
Noursat e Ligaglis, cpall
MTV JI dhagg (Telelumiere
93 iyl enadlla Lebanon
ail .)Muul.asua,ulaa...c

)L-.ol| Rl lay 28 Ladl
Ozl oLa Al H3003 9 danjaall g
L) pgaaizg doadlls (9098,
S g Lall uilill dibig I

iha) plylly Edge) 8,2

Cla¥l Lol Loy pSasles
92y ol QY ke
ole pgmn Opall e
& laig (pugdill jalda

lags  Liss  nlaiagll lg 3l
oo oYl Lagady  auell

2¥l paia Sally et (Ll
asly pud) (Guags 2y .o
soedpll CYlg 08l o
g9l daoly o Eaa 7,
Guaeally  cellu&Il uadll
el pud) phea pobe o
Aol cliag gy el §)lal
2w Gravall dliwdly i

s
dag, b9dy o) L Lkl
TS IS e

Jsiall Gpaiocs Jupds Jlio
S5y el Ranas Gl
Om9laie (Aully ilaYl
Q“'M'“ Luiba ‘_,a éliges &
Liga Ligeas sall LLIBAA S
PN N IV i | Y eleldl S

u_..J Al dalaiullg

RSl 13 sl 396
my dear youth, I invite you
all to register for ARISE, the
Youth
which will run

Australian Maronite
Convention,
for 3 days at the end of next
week with Maronite Youth

.from all over Australia

This convention is from Friday
24 to Sunday 26 July for all
young people between the ages
of 18 and 35. I encourage you
all to attend as I am sure you will
enjoy the engaging workshops,
the keynote addresses, the great
topics, as well as the social and
outdoor activities, the bonfire,
the celebration dinner and
the ‘hafle’.
and adoration,

In our Masses
we will be
praying for young people and
for peace. I am waiting for
you to Arise young Maronites

.because the light has come
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yDear Young Maronites
You are the beating heart of
the Church as St Jean-Paul II
said and I am very pleased and
proud of our youth groups in
all our parishes, especially
here in St Charbel’s. Tonight,
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RING FOR A GREAT PRICE ON ALL
MAJOR TYRE BRANDS

I.’tbun O )bt Y| St
RONT & BACK, FREE FITTING,

FREE BALANCING & VALVES
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s 132 dau
\ *Conditions apply. Must present coupon. Exp|res 07/11/14
BFGoodrich ~ ==&%  [nipGestone >oowvzor e
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ms P cbee| P: 9637 7445

\F: 9760 0317

/* TYRES EXCEL

453 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands email: sales@tyresexcel.com
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Designer Bedro 0411 897 000
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ANMA ') MESSAGE ZAKATFUND

EID MUBARAK
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Sydney Islamic
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We Open from 5am till Midnight
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2 8764 3639- J 461 Hume Hwy Yagoona NSW
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2/ 165 - 167 Wattle Street, Mt Lewis
NSW -: 9791 1321 - M: 0414 22 55 77
Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com

Check out our Prices on our Page on
Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria
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LOUIS VALENTINO i ki

| —
PORCELLANATO i i

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers Trades Centre;
22 / 24 Anzac St

Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

 ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole = aiwad bllayl L3S w &5k 0 gilidlu 393 giudld¥ld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > LzslsiSilly Embaill diusl 3 J Ggius Sl dadill

borcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOnamadly paighly ol Il 3 ydilie dasy (S el
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibiadl 3935 ducgidl (v desdis G2y e o WiSad
whole sale prices in Australia cadoad| jlawuls 5390l e dadluy ol (9 Cpmdigd

ilgie S HLL pguitlg Juadly Jealads

LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (& MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO Fiokesiond TH ng EQUiDmE‘m ADHESIVES - SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

By AQUASEAL" [ —ﬁ;
! stone,nles;Cancre:eSalujons . na Vat E x

1.5Smm and 3mm tile spacers
Smm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll

And much much more
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Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500

Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400

. e Adelaide
oo Fan s . - 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs t I n AUStraIf-a"

CoAB L g} SO (9 gotS | Atiteits 90
Pizza - Pasta - 62¥gly pokan palas wual il
dndlodly aciodl daus B Lals O ¢

Steak - Seafood ., o gsha - hylias - Gasls - (3id
vo DD dubgueitd | ol | o9l Bl Hlsd

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adllas .. weas>
VIC 3053 dadle i lalgats bt 8 il gt 9o el | Gkttt 39
Ph 03 9347 1630 aaS o] il 31 ST (e

Fax 03 9348 1112 Ly 9eedy (B Eallenll 528 (ymete
www.totospizzahouse.com
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Telopia Liquor Store
59 Adderton Road % . :
Telopia NSW 2117 Al | (o sla )l pgat S sliss

T 02 8871 4295 plansd dhalidl ol G sl
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CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
% Registered Migration Agent

L MARN; 1174229

®{ FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

4i3g Wl TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy s
change! IP S g-\ﬂ-’
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Secur lty { CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. - | ON 0413 805 930.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for OJ"!"‘ Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
PSS excﬂlegce. | f f At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
ecurity requires qualified applicants for a variety o Tl

positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area, To be Y Ry o= experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
suitable to join our team you must: w e *Permanent Visas
o Hold a first Aid certificate ot 4*!""-: *Temporary Visas
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ‘}‘ pS:tl?I? *Citizenship

. *Visa Cancellation

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty

Jkﬁi 9 Sleds *Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

: ::\:;xt::"entpresentation A'.'.'“?‘ .A.g‘{ﬂ‘ ééb\-"j auw‘jl’ . ‘3 G‘j_}-" M‘)ﬂ - pgﬁ

We have the following security positions available; JI"‘“I'.’ dalnd| *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
cro(vé’ee?,?:)tml m“‘ *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
e RSA certificate Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

e Speak fluent English

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions kskosk 0457555555 :pd W e Jhaddl

Patrol positions

available. A 4
Previr‘?us Applicants need not apply 9194 000
o recruitment companies Jead! @ Py - w e ) o - N o el e
. 5 8 i1 8 e Ighiad &yl S Molae oy 1o (2 SOy Lot | aokaed

Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627~ Joladd! B 9oy 0413805930 :d yf ko cpibnd (k13 Biba

, _I Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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Bronwyn Bishop helicopter scandal.
Abbott’s blunt warning to Speaker

Prime Minister Tony Abbott. Photo: Andrew Meares

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott says Bronwyn Bishop
must make no more errors
with expenses and entitle-
ments, effectively putting
the under-pressure Speak-
er on notice.

| think the message to
Bronwyn, the message to
all of us is please no errors
in the future like the sorts
of errors that we have seen
in the not too distant past
But Mr Abbott said neither
he nor his office have dis-
cussed with Mrs Bishop
the prospect of her resign-
ing following revelations
she took a $5221 helicop-
ter charter flight to a Lib-
eral Party fundraiser, an
$88,000 fwo-week trip to
Europe.

The Department of Finance
is investigating the heli-
copter flight and two other
flights to the NSW towns
of Nowra and Young.

On Monday, Mr Abbott said
Mrs Bishop was “on pro-
bation” - prompting Labor
finance spokesman Tony
Burke to write to the Prime
Minister and ask what that
meant in practice - and
on Tuesday, Mr Abbott’s
warning was blunt.

“It is a serious error of
judgement and under-
standably, the Australian
people are unhappy that a
senior representative in the
Parliament should think
that it was all right to use
a helicopter to get around,
when a Comm[onwealth]
car would have been avail-
able at a fraction of the
price,” he said.

“l said yesterday that she
was on probation and
what | expect of Bronwyn,
indeed what | expect of all
of my people, is that they
will act in accordance with
the rules.

“I think the message to

Bronwyn, the message to
all of us is please no errors
in the future like the sorts
of errors that we have
seen in the not too distant
past.”

Mr Abbott said the Speaker
still had his confidence.

In a subsequent press con-
ference, Mr Burke again
asked the Prime Minister to
explain what, in practice, it
meant for Mrs Bishop to
be placed on probation.
“Years ago, a Speaker
would walk in with a wig
and gown and now Tony
Abbott gives Bronwyn
Bishop one of these,” Mr
Burke said, referring to
a P-plate prop with Mrs
Bishop’s name on it.
“Bronwyn Bishop now is
told by the Prime Minister
‘you are on probation’. In-
stead of walking in with a
wig and gown which was
always ridiculous, Bron-
wyn Bishop now gets to
walk into the Parliament
with a P-plate. That is the
chaos and the joke that the
Parliament has become
under the most biased
Speaker in living memory.
“Today he’s even made
clear that it [probation] is
because Bronwyn Bishop
has broken the rules. He
specifically referred in his
media conference today
to the breaking of rules,
something that up un-
til now Bronwyn Bishop
had denied. But whatever
the reason, we need to
know what on earth this
means.”

Mrs Bishop is facing fur-
ther difficulty when Parlia-
ment resumes on August
10, with Labor strategists
planning an immediate
no-confidence motion in
a move designed to blast
the Speaker out of the
chair.

Health insurance premiums to rise
by up to 10pc a year

The ‘real’ increase in the cost of private health premiums could hit as high as
10 per cent per annum over the next five years, new analysis by UBS insurance
analyst James Coghill shows. Photo: Peter Braig PBR

Households struggling to
afford the cost of private
health insurance should
brace themselves for more
bad news.

The ‘real’ increase in the
cost of premiums could
hit as high as 10 per cent
per annum over the next
five years, new analysis
by UBS insurance analyst
James Coghill shows.

The data is troubling for
customers, but also for
insurers like Medibank Pri-
vate, Bupa and nib, which
are facing slowing revenue
growth as customers shop
around for cheaper deals.
Each year, private health
insurers apply to the Health
Minister to approve their
premium hikes. Mr Coghill,
in a recent note to clients,
said these increases were
expected to come in at the
rate of about 6 per cent
per annum in the coming
years, which is already
more than double the rate
of inflation.

However, recently imple-
mented changes to the
way the private health in-
surance rebate is applied
will further hit hip pockets.
The 30 per cent rebate
was introduced in 1999
and along with the lifetime
health cover loading, which
penalises people who take
up health cover in their lat-
er years, has been effective
in driving take-up of insur-
ance. In 2000, the propor-
tion of the population with
private health cover rose
to about A5 per cent, from
about 31 per cent the pre-
vious year.

But Labor policy that was
enacted last year on July
1 means that the rebate,

which costs the govern-
ment $6 billion a year, has
begun to gradually shrink.
This is because it is now
linked, or indexed, to the
economy-wide rate of in-
flation as opposed to the
rate of premium inflation.
Mr Coghill said the com-
bined effect of rising pre-
miums, the scale-back of
the rebate and big step
reductions in the rebate
when people earn too
much (due to Labor-im-
plemented means testing,
which the Coalition has
backed away from repeal-
ing), means a policyholder
earning $85,000 a year will
face an annual increase of
9.7 per cent over the next
five years. The “average”
earner will also face “one
sticker shock increase
of [about] 20 per cent
for the first income band
change.”

“At this rate of PHI [private
health insurance] inflation,
premiums would increase
from 1.1 per cent of dis-
posable income (ie. gross
income less tax and Medi-
care Levy), to 2.3 per cent
by 2019-20 and 2.8 per
cent by 2024-25,” he said.
This is bad news for the
insurers, as Mr Coghill
noted. He estimated one
in five policyholders could
face this level of increase
nature over the next three
years.

“If one third of these react
by switching insurers for
a better deal, this would
theoretically equate to [an
approximately] 2 per cent
lift in the industry switch-
ing rate, which currently
sits at [about] 4 per cent,”
he said.

GST rise: South Australian Premier
Jay Weatherill backs increase - with

one big condition

South Australia Premier Jay Weatherill. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

A key premier is giving se-
rious consideration to in-
creasing the GST to 15 per
cent on the condition the
revenue is quarantined for
public school and hospi-
tals, rather than going back
to Treasurer Joe Hockey’s
“mates”.

It can’t be frittered away on
other things, certainly not
on tax cuts

South Australia Premier
Jay Weatherill on Tuesday
tentatively backed calls by
NSW Premier Mike Baird for
the GST to be lifted from 10
per cent to 15 per cent.
Unlike his Victorian and
Queensland counterparts,
Annastacia Palaszczuk and
Daniel Andrews - who have
both opposed the hike - Mr
Weatherill said he was giv-
ing “serious consideration”
to the GST hike proposed
by Mr Baird.

“I think for the first time we
have a conservative leader,
Mike Baird, who has actu-
ally been prepared to stand
up and say what needs to
be said about the fact that
there is a revenue deficit in
this country,” Mr Weatherill
told ABC radio on Tuesday
morning.

“We have never had a con-
servative leader stand up
before and say that we need
to lift taxes rather than just
cut them and hand them
back to their mates in busi-
ness.”

Mr Weatherill said he would
only support the hike on
strict conditions and cer-
tainly not for “Joe [Hockey]

to hand over some tax cuts
to his mates.”

“It can’t be frittered away
on other things, certainly
not on tax cuts,” he said.
“There are a lot of details
that we would have to be
satisfied with before are
prepared to sign up to this.
“What we want to do is
to use the revenue that is
raised from this to protect
an important public ser-
vice, that is the funding of
public hospitals and also
public education.”

Mr Hockey on Sunday said
he hoped to take a series
of tax cuts to the next elec-
tion.

Mr Weatherill said the pub-
lic health care system was
one of Labor’s great policy
projects.

“If we can’t fund it and it
collapses it is going to
devastating for the sort of
people who rely on Labor
governments,” he said.

Mr Baird on Monday pro-
posed lifting the GST to 15
per cent to provide enough
revenue to fund the na-
tional health system and
prevent the federal-state fi-
nancial system from “tum-
bling over a fiscal cliff”.

Mr Baird will put his propos-
al to a tax summit attended
by Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott and state and territory
leaders on Wednesday.
The summit has been
called to address the $80
billion funding cuts that
were announced in Mr
Hockey'’s first federal bud-
getin2014.
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Economists warn Abboftt gov-
ernment should not cut taxes
until budget in surplus

Economists have warned
that the Abboit govern-
ment should not cut taxes
again until its budget is in
surplus or it raises more
revenue, after Treasurer
Joe Hockey said he would
like to take tax cuts to the
next election.

Mr Hockey said on Sun-
day he would like to be
in the position to promise
more tax cuts at the next
election despite his gov-
ernment’s $41.1  billion
budget deficit.

But the Grattan Institute’s
John Daley has warned
Mr Hockey’s plan could
put the budget in more
trouble because his gov-
ernment has ruled out
serious proposals to in-
crease revenues at the
same time.

He says the plan to cut
taxes without raising new
sources of revenue ap-
pears toassume that those
tax cuts will be funded by
future surpluses.

But the likelihood of reach-
ing surplus by 2018-19
looks “extremely unlike-
ly,” he says, and the only
other way for the govern-
ment to cut taxes without
worsening its budget defi-
cit would be to cut even

more state funding for
hospitals and schools.
“The test for tax cuts
should be not that we
might be in surplus some
time in the distant future
but that we are in sur-
plus in the current budget
year,” Mr Daley told Fair-
fax Media.

“The government could
fund more tax cuts now
if they took existing Com-
monwealth transfers for
schools and hospitals
and cut them further and
then told the states: ‘You
figure it out’, but that’s not
called leadership.

“That’s called taking cost-
shifting to a whole new
level,” he said.

NSW Premier Mike Baird
on Monday called for an
increase in the rate of
the GST from 10 per cent
to 15 per cent to provide
enough revenue to fund
the national health sys-
tem and prevent the fed-
eral-state financial sys-
tem from “tumbling over a
fiscal cliff”.

Mr Baird said the current
state of the federal-state
financial system meant
Australia’s capacity to
deliver quality health care
was compromised.

Leaders tackle health funding gap

A PROJECTED shortfall
in health care funding has
forced the nation’s lead-
ers to turn their attention
to primary care and ways
to keep people out of hos-
pital.

A SPECIAL leaders’ re-
treat held by Prime Min-
ister Tony Abbott with
premiers and chief minis-
ters on Wednesday com-
missioned further number
crunching on the fiscal
gap in health, which could
rise to at least $35 billion
a year by 2030, according
to some estimates.

The leaders decided to
keep tax changes - includ-
ing increases to the GST
rate and the Medicare levy
- on the table as a way of
addressing the looming
health funding crisis.

While Australia had one of
the most efficient health
care systems in the world,
it was agreed that health
was a top priority for all
levels of government, with
a serious funding chal-
lenge made more difficult
by an ageing population.
A new focus on primary
care and keeping people
out of hospital was neces-
sary, a communique from
the retreat said.

When it came to chronic
care, the issue of diabetes,
heart disease and mental
health required particular
attention.

There was also recogni-
tion of the need to consid-
er extending Medicare to
cover treatments in hos-
pitals, based on efficient
pricing.

Barnaby Joyce clears the way for ma-
jor live export cattle deal with China

Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce estimates the deal with China is potentially worth be-
tween $1 billion to $2 billion a year to the Australian economy. Photo: Glenn Campbell

Agriculture Minister Barn-
aby Joyce has signed off
on key protocols that will
clear the way for up to a
million head of live cattle
to be exported to China
annually, opening up a
major new market for
Australian beef farmers.
Mr Joyce’s approval of
the health protocols on
Monday comes just a
week after Indonesia -
another major market for
Australian live cattle ex-
ports - announced it was
dramatically reducing the
number of cattle it will
take.

Indonesia accounts for
about 56 per cent of Aus-
tralia’s $1.3 billion live
export market but an-
nounced it would only
take 50,000 head of cattle
this quarter, down from
250,000 for the same pe-
riod in 2014 - a move that
left beef farmers scram-
bling to find new markets.
But with approval given
to the rules that will gov-
ern the health conditions
of export feeder and
slaughter cattle to China,
a potentially massive new
market will open up.

The deal is potentially
worth between $1 billion
to $2 billion annually to
the economy, Mr Joyce
said.

“I was very pleased today
to sign the agreement ..
now it’s over to my coun-
terpart, Minister Zhi Shup-
ing, to sign on the dotted
line and finalise the agree-
ment between our two na-
tions,” Mr Joyce said.

The first exports would
take place next year and
initially, about 40,000 fo
50,000 head will be able
to be exported.

Speaking to Fairfax Me-
dia, Mr Joyce said the

agreement would open up
the potentially massive
Chinese market to Aus-
tralian beef farmers and
over eight to ten years, it
would hopefully lead to
up to a million cattle be-
ing supplied.

“I could not start with the
numbers they wanted, in
the past they have asked
for a million a year but
that is a target that we
will build towards. We will
start in the tens of thou-
sands,” he said.

“We do about 1.2 million
head a year at the mo-
ment, we would need to
double it”

The deal proved the gov-
ernment was making a
difference for farmers,
Mr Joyce said, and would
mean the “long term pros-
pect of better prices - we
have a heap of buyers
out there, we have record
prices and we are going
to keep it up”.

Australian and Chinese
veterinary authorities will
now formalise an agree-
ment on animal health cer-
tification requirements.
Australian Livestock Ex-
porters’ Council chief
executive said the agree-
ment on health condi-
tions was a “major break-
through for the Australian
livestock export industry
and significantly improves
the market diversification
options for Australian ex-
porters and producers”.
“Australia will be the first
country to export feeder
and slaughter cattle to
China,” she said.

“The true potential of the
China market is some-
thing exporters are very
keen to explore with a
steady stream of qual-
ity cattle as soon as pos-
sible.”

Premier Mike Baird dobs himself in after
Highway Patrol officer lets him off for illegal
U-turn on double demerit long weekend

U-turn on ticket: Premier Mike Baird phoned police after escaping the fine.

PREMIER Mike Baird was
let off by a young Highway
-Patrol officer for perform-
ing an illegal U-turn while
not wearing a seatbelt —
but later dobbed himself
in and asked to be fined.
The Daily Telegraph can
reveal the Premier was
given a $311 fine and lost
three -demerit points for
the illegal manoeuvre at
South Curl Curl on June 8
after reporting himself to
a senior police officer.

“I was pulled over for a
traffic offence on the June
long weekend,” Mr Baird
said yesterday.

“The officer issued me
with a warning but | sub-
sequently contacted the
police and asked them
to issue me with a fine to
ensure there could be ab-
solutely no suggestion of
special treatment.”

But he escaped with a
warning for driving while
not wearing a seatbelt, an
offence that would have
cost him -another $311
fine and an -additional six
demerit points because
the offence occurred dur-
ing the June long weekend
double demerit period.

“l was fined $311 and lost
points. | have since paid
the fine,” Mr Baird said.
The Premier had been for
a coffee with wife Kerryn
at the South Curl Curl Surf
Club cafe on the Northern
Beaches on the Monday of
the June long weekend.
He was spotted by a High-
way Patrol officer pull-
ing on his seatbelt in his
grey Toyota Kluger and
performing an -illegal U-
turn across the double
white lines on the narrow

seafront road outside the
club.

The officer pulled him
over and had a chat with
him -before letting the
Premier off with a warn-
ing.

But once he got home
Mr Baird had second
thoughts about what had
happened and called his
police local area com-
mander.

It took police several days
to track down the Highway
Patrol officer involved to
get to the bottom of the
incident.

Police officers then -re-
viewed the Highway Pa-
trol officer’s in-car video
and saw footage of the
Premier’s SUV crossing
the white line.

However, there was insuf-
ficient evidence to prove
that the Premier had not
been wearing a seatbelt at
the time.

The Premier was issued
with a fine and lost three
-~demerit points — double
~demerits only apply to
speeding and seatbelt of-
fences.

A NSW Police spokesman
said the Highway Patrol
officer had been entitled
not to issue the Premier
with a ticket.

“All officers have the legal
authority to use discre-
tion in the performance of
their duty,” he said. “They
are required to act in good
faith at all times but every
officer is taught the use of
discretion is a very impor-
tant tool in their kitbag.
“Discretion must be used
reasonably and appropri-
ately and that will depend
on the circumstances.”
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Abbott government’s popularity to be tested at expected Can-

ning byelection after Don Randall’s death

Don Randall pictured in the House of Representatives in 2013. Photo: Andrew

Meares

The Abbott government
faces a popularity test in
the expected byelection
in the West Australian
seat of Canning, sparked
by the death MP Don Ran-
dall, at at a time when the
Coalition is trailing in the
polls and state Liberal
government’s  fortunes
have slumped.

Mr Randall was found un-
conscious in his car on
Tuesday afternoon after
suffering a suspected
heart attack. Prime Min-
ister Tony Abbott de-
scribed him as “an out-
standing local member”
and passionate advocate
in Canberra.

The prospective bye-
lection in the safe seat,
which covers the south-
east urban fringe of Perth
and adjoining rural areas,
will be the first caused by
the death of a sitting MP
since Victorian Liberal
MP Peter Nugent died of
a heart attack in 2001.

It will be a litmus test for
the Coalition following
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott’s leadership crisis
in February. The federal
government trails La-
bor in the national polls
despite a well-received
second budget and sus-
tained focus on the econ-
omy and a tough national
security stance.

ABC election analyst Ant-
ony Green said federal
governments had suf-

fered an average five per
cent swing against them
at two-party byelections
over the past 25 years.

“It’s the normal course of
events, particularly in the
first term. A government
usually comes to office
with a good vote and it
declines after that,” he
said.

Mr Green said Mr Randall
was a popular MP and
“you’d expect the loss of
a local member will cause
some loss of support”.
He said the earliest date a
byelection could be held
was August 29.

Mr Randall was among a
group of backbenchers
who led the party room
push against Mr Abbott
in February, seconding a
motion to spill the leader-
ship.

He declared at the time “I
can’t go to a shop without
[constituents] saying to
me You guys have got to
do something about your
leader’”.

Mr Randall was comfort-
ably returned for a fifth
consecutive term at the
last election and enjoyed
a margin of more than 11
per cent. He campaigned
against Labor’s carbon
tax and pledged strong
action on border protec-
tion, jobs, the economy
and cost-of-living pres-
sures.

He defeated Labor candi-

date Joanne Dean, in what
the Liberals described as
the ALP’s “worst perfor-
mance in the seat since
1963”

On Wednesday WA Pre-
mier Colin Barnettpraised
Mr Randall’s hard work in
the electorate and said
he will be missed.

“I think it’s fair to say that
Don had a colourful po-
litical career. But | think
what needs to be recog-
nised is his seat of Can-
ning was a true marginal
swinging seat and Don,
through very hard work
in his electorate and very
strong support by the
people of Canning, has
made it his seat for the
last 15 years,” he said.
Newspoll results show
the Abbott government’s
popularity has fallen sub-
stantially in WA and the
Coalition and Labor are
tied at 50-50 on a two-
party-preferred basis.
Successive  Newspolls
this year have also shown
Mr Barnett trailing West
Australian Labor leader
Mark McGowan as pre-
ferred premier.

Western Australia is due
to hold an election in
March 2017 and Mr Bar-
nett has announced he
will seek a third and final
term.

A Newspoll conducted
between April and June
showed WA Labor led
the Liberal--Nationals
government 52 per cent
to A8 per cent on a two-
party-preferred basis.

It found almost six in 10
voters were dissatisfied
with Mr Barnett’s perfor-
mance and the Liberal
Party’s primary vote was
languishing at 33 per
cent, down from 41 per
cent at the last WA elec-
tion.

The WA Senate election
re-run in April last year
was billed as an early
test of the Abbott govern-

ment’s performance. Its
three WA senators were
re-elected, consolidating
the Coalition’s position.
The re-election was
brought on after 13170
votes went missing dur-
ing a recount at the 2013
election.

Federal Labor MP Alan-
nah MacTiernan unsuc-
cessfully challenged Mr
Randall in Canning at
the 2010 election, before
winning the seat of Perth
at the last election.

She said people were “in
a state of shock” over Mr
Randall’s death.

Asked about Labor’s
prospects at a byelec-
tion, Ms MacTiernan said
voters were frustrated
by the government’s re-
sponse to the mining
downturn in Western
Australia.

“The sense of concern
about the lack of jobs is
huge and | don’t think
people are buying the
view that [Mr] Abbott has
got a solution,” she said.
Ms MacTiernan said her
2010 campaign was
hampered by the intro-
duction of the mining tax
and Labor’s leadership
instability.

She said Labor cam-
paigned only “lightly”
in Canning in 2013 - in-
stead focusing on retain-
ing existing seats and an
unsuccessful attempt to
win the seat of Hasluck.
“It’'s going to be a very
tough seat for Labor to
win back .. but politics is
a very volatile business
these days and | would
hope we get in there, get
a good candidate and re-
ally go hard,” she said.
The Canning byelection
would be the second in
this Parliament, after for-
mer prime minister Kevin
Rudd retired from Parlia-
ment. Labor’s Terri But-
ler won the seat in Janu-
ary last year.

Joe Hockey to bear 85 per cent of his legal costs
of defamation case against Fairfax Media

Treasurer Joe Hockey will
have to pay 85 per cent
of his own legal costs of
his defamation battle with
Fairfax Media, dwarfing
his damages payout of
$200,000.

Federal Court Justice Rich-
ard White ruled on Wednes-
day that Fairfax should pay
15 per cent of Mr Hockey’s
costs of his proceedings
against The Sydney Morn-
ing Herald, The Age and
The Canberra Times.
Justice White said Mr
Hockey is not entitled to
his costs in full because
“he failed on the matters
which were the real core of
his claim”.

“Mr Hockey failed on a
number of legal and fac-
tual issues in the trial,” he
said.

But Mr Hockey came out
swinging on Wednesday,
saying that “after nearly
twenty years in public life |
took this action to stand up
to malicious people intent
on vilifying Australians
who choose to serve in
public office to make their
country a better place”.
“Whilst the cost of this
action has been consid-
erable for me, my family
and friends, it has been far
greater for Fairfax Media.
They are clearly not ‘Inde-
pendent. Always’,” he said,
in a reference to the Her-
ald’s slogan.

“I do not regret taking this
action,” Mr Hockey said.
The fight over costs was
as fierce as the substan-
tive dispute over a series
of articles, posters and
tweets published by the
three mastheads. The par-
ties’ combined legal bill is
more than $1 million.

Mr Hockey and Fairfax had
been at loggerheads over
who should pick up the bill
for the case, which result-
ed in a partial victory for
the Treasurer and a dam-
ages payout of $200,000
plus $7000 in interest.
Justice White’s ruling does
not mean Mr Hockey will be
able to claim 15 per cent of
his total costs.

The costs order was made
on an ordinary rather than
an indemnity basis, which

means only about 60 to 70
per cent of a total bill is re-
coverable in any case.

A spokesperson for Fair-
fax Media said: “The costs
judgment is a fair reflection
of the outcome of the pro-
ceedings where Mr Hockey
failed on all of the matters
which were the real core of
his claim.”

Justice White also declined
to issue seven injunctions
sought by Mr Hockey.

In his principal judgment
Justice White found Fair-
fax defamed Mr Hockey
by publishing the words
“Treasurer for Sale” on
Sydney Morning Herald
advertising posters and in
two messages on Twitter
from The Age’s Twitter ac-
count.

However, Justice White
dismissed the balance of
Mr Hockey’s case in rela-
tion to the articles pro-
moted by the posters and
tweets.

In his judgment on costs
and injunctions he said
there was no need to or-
der Fairfax Media to take
down two tweets from The
Age’s Twitter account as
the publisher did so the
day after he handed down
judgment that found they
were defamatory .

Mr Hockey had also sought
a permanent injunction
to restrain the Herald and
The Age from republishing
the imputations that were
found to be conveyed by
the poster and the tweets.
This included that Mr Hock-
ey was “corrupt in that he
was prepared to accept
payments to influence his
decisions as Treasurer”.
Justice White rejected
the application. He said in
promptly taking down the
offending tweets, The Age
had shown its “respect for
court orders and a willing-
ness to act responsibly”.
The only Herald publication
found to be defamatory
was the poster “Treasurer
for Sale” placed outside
newsagents and retailers
on the day the series of ar-
ticles about Mr Hockey and
Liberal fundraising body
the North Sydney Forum
were published.
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Bill Shorten to support boat turn-backs, warns against bind-
ing vote on same-sex marriage

Bill Shorten: “If Labor forms government, it needs to have all the options on the Asylum seekers from a crowded boat are escorted to Christmas Island in 2013.

table.” Photo: Meredith O’Shea

Bill Shorten faces a bruis-
ing battle at Labor’s na-
tional conference over his
determination to include
turning back the boats in
the party’s asylum seeker
policy.

The Labor leader has de-
clared it is clear that a
combination of regional
resettlement, offshore pro-
cessing and turning back
boats was defeating peo-
ple smugglers.

“I can no longer escape
the conclusion that, if La-
bor forms government, it
needs to have all the op-
tions on the table,” Mr
Shorten told ABC televi-
sion.

The policy reversal, after
years of opposing turn-
backs as unsafe and coun-
terproductive, will be vig-
orously opposed on the
floor of the Labor Party’s
national conference in
Melbourne over the week-
end.

One of the convenors of
the left faction, Andrew
Giles, predicted after Mr
Shorten’s declaration that
the reversal would be op-
posed by the left, which
has almost half the 397
votes on the conference
floor.

Predicting that the issue
would be the most hotly
debated at the conference,
Mr Giles told Fairfax Me-
dia, ahead of a meeting of
the left to decide its posi-
tion: “My expectation is
that we will not support

turn-backs.”

Mr Shorten refused to
quantify how many lives
were lost because Labor
did not embrace turn-
backs in government, in-
stead blaming Tony Abbot
for opposing Labor’s solu-
tion of sending boat arriv-
als to Malaysia.

He also promised a more
compassionate approach
that would include lifting
Australia’s refugee intake.
It is likely Mr Shorten and
immigration spokesman
Richard Marles will argue
turn-backs are permitted
under the platform to go
before the conference,
though they are not explic-
itly mentioned.

“I can no longer escape
the conclusion that Labor,
if we form a government,
needs to have all the op-
tions on the table,” Mr
Shorten said.

“It's not easy, though,
because it involves the
admission, | think, that
mistakes were made when
Labor was last in govern-
ment.”

Immigration Minister Peter
Dutton attacked Mr Short-
en for his policy shift, ac-
cusing him of “playing
word games”.

“They say they want the
‘option’ of turn-backs. It
is a con by a desperate
leader and this latest pol-
icy will be lucky to make it
to the election let alone be
implemented,” Mr Dutton
said.

Photo: Reuters

“Bill Shorten has been op-
posed to and now says he
is in favour of turn-backs.
This latest position on
turn-backs is a dodgy deal
stitched up with union
mates desperate to keep
Bill Shorten as leader.”
While Mr Shorten expects
to win a close vote on the
issue at the conference,
he is also likely to prevail
on the issue of marriage
equality after warning ad-
vocates of a binding vote
for Labor MPs they could
set back their cause if they
were to get their way at the
conference.

The Opposition Leader
has predicted any move
by Labor to bind its MPs
to support same-sex mar-
riage will make Prime Min-
ister Tony Abbott more de-
termined to bind Coalition
MPs against change, mak-
ing any reform impossible
this year.

Mr Shorten’s warning on
same-sex marriage comes
as strong supporters of
marriage equality and
strong opponents of boat
turn-backs meet on Thurs-
day to consider tactics for
the three-day conference.
Some backers of a bind-
ing vote, including Queen-
sland MP Terri Butler, are
set to support a compro-
mise that would bind Labor
MPs on a policy support-
ing gay marriage, but only
after the next election.
This is because there is no
prospect of change before

the next election unless
Coalition MPs are given
the free vote that Labor
MPs were afforded during
Julia Gillard’s prime min-
istership.

It is not yet clear whether
the party’s most senior
advocate of a binding
vote, deputy leader Tanya
Plibersek, will support de-
laying the imposition of a
binding vote until after the
election.

Ms Plibersek has argued
that the issue goes to the
heart of ending discrimina-
tion, and that conscience
votes should be limited to
issues such as abortion
and euthanasia.

But Mr Shorten argues the
best way to achieve the
change is “to build sup-
port by finding common
ground; through consen-
sus not coercion — not
through the force of pro-
cedure but through the
power of an idea whose
time has come”.

Mr Shorten is also fac-
ing challenges on party
reform, with the fate of a
push for local membership
votes for Senate preselec-
tions still uncertain.

With neither the Right nor
the Left factions having a
clear majority at the largest
conference in Labor’s his-
tory, factional negotiators
are trying to avoid issues
being decided by a count
of delegates’ votes. One
source said the left had
196 votes, the right 191,

with four non-aligned.
Marriage equality, asylum-
seeker boat turn-backs,
party reform and trade
policy loom as the most
divisive issues at the con-
ference, beginning in Mel-
bourne on Friday.

In an opinion piece writ-
ten exclusively for Fairfax
Media, Mr Shorten has
warned that a binding vote
on same-sex marriage
would place “a handful of
Labor MPs” in a very dif-
ficult position.

“Either they vote against
their conscience — or they
vote against the party
they’ve dedicated their
working life to serving,”
he writes.

But a greater consequence
would be that it would
jeopardise any prospect
of Mr Abbott supporting a
free vote among Coalition
MPs.

“Not only is it far more dif-
ficult for us to call on Mr
Abbott to give his party
room a free vote if we bind
ourselves, there is also
the very real risk the Coali-
tion re-commits to binding
against marriage equality,”
Mr Shorten writes.

Former senator Louise
Pratt says the Rainbow
Labor coalition supporting
marriage equality is over-
whelmingly behind a bind-
ing vote, but could be pre-
pared to compromise for
tactical reasons to maxi-
mise the prospect of a free
vote in this Parliament.

She predicted that the
numbers would be “very
tight” if Rainbow Labor
backed a binding vote.

Mr Shorten nominated
party reform as one of his
priorities when he cam-
paigned for the Labor
leadership and appears
likely to deliver on several
fronts, though the fate of
reform of Senate preselec-
tions is uncertain.

The conference is expect-
ed to back rule changes
for a 20 per cent increase
in the say of local mem-
bers in House of Repre-
sentatives preselections;
the abolition of the rule
that requires party mem-
bers to belong to a union
(where this rule is still in
force); some form of di-
rect election of conference
delegates and stronger af-
firmative action for female
candidates.

“I put the case for party
reform back in 2013 and |
wanted to see more Labor
members having more of a
say, more often,” Mr Short-
en told Fairfax Media.

“We have been working
hard behind the scenes
to deliver those impor-
tant reforms,” he said,
describing the changes
as “undoubtedly the most
significant reforms Labor
has attempted in recent
history”.

“I remain absolutely com-
mitted to these changes,
to rebuilding Labor, so
rank and file get a more
meaningful say, so we are
more connected and in
tune with modern Austra-
lia.”

If the preselection chang-
es are approved, the say
of rank and file party mem-
bers would increase from
50 per cent to 10 per cent
in Victoria and from 25
per cent to A5 per cent
in South Australia. Party
members in NSW already
have a 100 per cent say
in lower house preselec-
tions.
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