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EASY TRAINING SOLUTIONS

Attain your skills... the EASY way
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} Money transfers.
L Blessingsshared

N

Send money home to loved ones
INn Minutes

moneygram com.a @ MoneyGram.

Bl /MoneyGramOceania - bringing you closer

Send at:

.

*TML S bj oper gho aila bI ity, local law: dregulations.
yG ram, t h GI be dM yG am Bringi gY CI are marks of
Momv neyGram. All other marks are the proper y of thei pectiveownersA
©2015M

neyGram.

And anywhere you see the MoneyGram sign
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PREMIUM DESIGN
& ENGINEERING

Senior Architect - E

Buildings.

PLEASE CALL

SAM 0406551555
Or

Michael 0413561164

We wish to offer you our services and invite your company to submit an expression of
interest for concrete and formwork for Commercial, Industrial Residential and High rise

By offering our equipment, contracting, and sub-contracting services, AA can supply
an all-inclusive Formwork and Concreting package.
AA can offer for you specific design and engineering services for your formwork and
concreting. We can also provide in-house design schemes specific for each one of
your project including engineering for final certification and approval, where required.
Our team of estimators are able to satisfy all of your pricing requirements, from fixed
lump sum, tenders, budget estimates, or schedules of rates.

AA has established Health and Safety in its integrated management system. We have
implemented a number of practical and targeted initiatives to ensure the ongoing
safety of our employees, sub-contractors and clients.
All our employees are assessed on their competency, experience, and capability to
supply services, ensuring our people are qualified to carry out your tasks as required,
maintaining a safe working environment for all parties concerned thereby being able
to deliver your projects on time and on budget.

AA CONCRETE &
FORMWORK
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Master License No: 409566317
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change!
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they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
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continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for

excellence.

IPS Security requires. qualified applicants for a vanety of
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suitable to join our team you must

= Hold a first Aid certificate
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licenoce i}. ls.lb"h’
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty

W/
IPS ad
@ Security

= Speak fluent English Jh"—’ Hm
= Hawve excellent presentation M’Ei iﬂiﬁ"
= Be reliable -
Wie have the following security posifions available; Jh‘h- hul
Crossd Control .
(Events) Audlie
= RS5A cerificate
= Ayailable T daysinights
Static positions oskook
e have full til'l'll;' ﬂ;z: ?HE;;;:l:casuii positions _Ii A = &
Previous. Applﬁnais n-eed not apply -y #F
Mo recruitment co ies Namti B A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105 TR T
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Lhw*@iﬂﬂ“ 4
Email: men i pssecurity.com_au |_
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We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-Géi)-j-\-u-! me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Free measure and quote
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers
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Glass & Glazing _
For all your glazing needs
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LOUIS VALENTINO T

’

PORCELLANATO e i

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers Trades Centre;
22 | 24 Anzac St

Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

 ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiad bllayl L3S w &5 i 0 gilidlu 393 gl ¥ld $od
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of 4 Lz slsiSilly Embaill diusl 3o J Ggiuss Sl dadiull

borcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOnaadly peaighly ol Il 3 ydile dasg (S el
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibisdl 3935 ducgidl (v desdis G2y e o LiSpd
whole sale prices in Australia caload| jlawuls 5390l e dadluy ol 9 pmdigd

ilgie S HLL pguitlg Juadly Jealads

LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (& MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO Fiokesiond TH ng EQUiDmE‘m ADHESIVES - SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

B AQUASEAL - I S
! Ston-:-,ﬂle&tan-:re:—:-Salu.t.lons . na Vat E x

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll . ol ]

And rr?uch much more ploatl il
:(Showroom) yayadl dla

We also hold W 0 i olua At s (e daeand| o ¥l (e

° Davco ’ “..).g.h.ﬂ

. ASA Bostic Helallaay ¢ i lua 4 (e Cudl

. Mapei {(Trades Centre) g ! 35|

. Novatex v oglall w0 o lua T (e daead| o WY (pe
*  Ardex el da § i o T 4 e Qw b Ganally aeliust] ,D
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Sl
o ® o0 .« & . . o . "I."I ﬂ,l: J
O sl 9 (ruad by pged e k> s
e Ty L (V- Ypyvi {F Head Office Melbourne
rasntl 45 (iwS) Aglat (54> 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062
o ) ’ Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
s Adelaide
wy e 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869
' e 2 Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs¢t I N Austral’ia"

e,

Lt | At (D (FoN I ool A go
Pizza - Pasta - 0239l pokan ol wpnad| Lgirluad
isdlondly aciod| deus A Lalc 0+

Steak - Seafood 3, ., ciesle - hybias - Gasks - (3ia9

R BEJ RATE PTTE g R

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adlal .. ki
VIC 3053 dad Lo (0l (s 5 ilor ot 9o guid | skt 3o
Ph 03 9347 1630 duS el il 3l | ST (w0

Fax 03 9348 1112 967t o Al 5528 oo

Se.com




Melbourne OJgale

P ESILSLe
JaS D atl_smgd!
OS99 isSe Hmrae
D 9Ritid JidS Jutwa 51
;@i e

almaza Beer

e 9 ks
o s A lad
possillalle Lo Joll

dale DM - 2w olacl - Ciloles - Zl9) - duglas

Make it o lebanese summer SR - [F e -

Slaolid| a9 dald g
Q‘,\<»o\ S\ Q6N Qg ’Su»- QB Q5°°e.>9- o300\
Ph: 03 9354 4663
Mob: 0418175 417 or 0425 622 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

v Classica PL Obid Lo e dsldl Sl (gl
4 12 Lincoln Street : . wpf -
\ east Brunswick G 3057 | | &P J-’d | u-"hﬁ-’ | J'-‘-‘-" el

ot ".6

Telopia Liquor Store
59 Adderton Road o . £

mpatgizry ||| Sl O $lad sl g S elusa
T 029871 4295 sluss dialidl | duwalaasd|

bl | G103 4z 99 3o 8L ond| dussugo

¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
& Registered Migration Agent
U MARN; 1174229
= FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\! CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI

4i3g Wl TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy s
change! IP S g-\ﬂ-’
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Secur lty

reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. - ON 0413 805 930.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . 4 Email: delhalabil@omail.com
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for OJ"!"‘ @g
excellence. At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of Tl .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be 24! o= experts can as§|st with all areas of practice, including
suitable to join our team you must: - *Permanent Visas
« Hold a first Aid certificate ot o *Temporary Visas
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . ﬂs:ﬂ?‘? *C!tlzenShlp _
L . *Visa Cancellation

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty

Ta e s *Deportation
Jk“j e Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

e Speak fluent English
e Have excellent presentation Aoy da! )ﬂ‘

e Be reliable éé"mﬁ Cﬂélu."j L,M‘j G‘j_}-" M‘)ﬂ o ajﬁ

We have the following security positions available; J"“‘I‘.’ dalnd| *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

Crowd Control : . . . .
(Events) Adlie *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage

e RSA certificate Celebrant Reg No. A11175

_ _ *Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions KRk 0457555555 :pd W ke Jhaddl

Patrol positions

available. A s
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 00

Victorla Licence Number. 774-201-108 deall B 48 5 om0 3y Igbaalit 5 ngl CSMelae yaing o o S| el
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627 okl @B gag 0413805930 :d 1 ko cpibnd (13 Fubal

, _I Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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Poll shows huge support for stripping sole nationals of Australian citizenship

Prime Minister Tony Abbott’s order for his frontbench to boycott Q&A takes
focus away from more important issues like the summit of Indigenous leaders
on recognition. Photo: James Brickwood

A whopping three-quar-
ters of voters support a
controversial  proposal
to strip the citizenship of
sole Australian nationals
who take part in terrorist
activities, if they able to
obtain the citizenship of
another country.

The proposal to strip sole
nationals of their pass-
ports, floated by Prime
Minister Tony Abbott and
backed by Immigration
Minister Peter Dutton in
May, was put on the back-
burner after an extraordi-
nary cabinet leak revealed
six ministers had con-
cerns about the move.
The proposal is now be-
ing canvassed as part of
a citizenship discussion
paper being steered by
senator Concetta Fierra-
vanti-Wells and veteran
MP Philip Ruddock.

In findings that will po-
tentially embolden advo-
cates of the move within
the Abboit government,
an exclusive Fairfax-Ip-
sos poll of 1402 volters,
conducted from Thurs-
day evening to Saturday
night, revealed that 15
per cent of voters support
the proposal, with 21 per
cent opposed and just 4
per cent undecided.

The proposal is popular
with voters of all politi-
cal persuasions, but most
of all with conservatives:
89 per cent of Coalition
supporters back the mea-
sure, compared with 69
per cent of Labor voters
and 49 per cent of Greens
voters.

Only 9 per cent of Coali-
tion voters oppose the
proposal, with 2 per cent
undecided; among Labor
voters, 25 per cent op-
pose the proposal, with 6
per cent undecided, while
46 per cent of Greens vot-
ers oppose the proposal,
with 4 per cent undecid-
ed.

Two weeks ago, the fed-
eral government unveiled
the details of legislation
that would see terror-
ists who are dual nation-
als, both in Australia and
overseas, stripped of their
Australian citizenship by
expanding the operation
of section 35 of the Aus-
tralian Citizenship Act.
Those new laws, which
are currently being exam-
ined by the Joint Standing
Committee on Intelligence
and Security, would allow
for “renunciation by con-
duct”, meaning that if an
Australian engaged in ter-
rorism against Australia,
citizenship would be au-
tomatically forfeited.

The other measure in
prospect to tackle the is-
sue of dual nationals en-
gaged in terrorism is “re-
vocation by conviction”,
which would see some-
one convicted of a terror-
ist offence forfeiting their
citizenship.

At the time he launched
the proposal to strip dual
nationals engaged in ter-
rorism of their passport,
Mr Abbott said the issue
of sole nationals los-
ing their passport would
be examined by Senator

Fierravanti-Wells and Mr
Ruddock as part of the
citizenship  discussion
paper.

“That’s something which
the government will re-
consider, along with what
might possibly be done in
respect of people fight-
ing with terrorist armies
overseas who are wholly
and solely Australian citi-
zens,” he said.

Under international law,

Australia is required to
not render a person state-
less, but there have been
suggestions that this road
block could be worked
around with a person be-
ing able to take out citizen-
ship of another country.

The discussion paper sug-
gests that certain privi-
leges of citizenship, such
as the right to vote in elec-
tions and receive consular
assistance, could instead

be suspended for Austra-
lian citizens engaged in
terrorism.

That suggestion has won
support from Social Ser-
vices Minister Scott Mor-
rison, who has suggested
sole nationals involved in
terrorism overseas could
have their residency rights
suspended, rather than be-
ing stripped of citizenship.
Senator Fierravanti-Wells
told Fairfax Media that

submissions to the dis-
cussion paper had now
closed and that she and
Mr Ruddock were now
evaluating and analysing
the responses.

“We have had very good
response to the wide-
ranging questions raised
in the discussion paper,”
she said. She did not com-
ment on whether the pro-
posal to strip sole nation-
als would be revived.

Bill Shorten should resign after failing to properly disclose donations, says former ALP
national secretary Bob Hogg

Former ALP national secretary Bob Hogg Photo: Patrick Cummins

A former national sec-
retary of the Australian
Labor Party, Bob Hogg,
has called for Opposition
Leader Bill Shorten to
resign, accusing him of
failing to understand the
concept of conflict of in-
terest.

Bill, do something for the
ALP. It>s simple. Just go.

Bob Hogg, former ALP na-
tional secretary

Mr Hogg attacked Mr
Shorten after the Labor
leader on Wednesday ad-
mitted he had failed for
eight years to reveal that a

labour hire company had
paid the salary of his cam-
paign director in the 2007
election campaign.

The company had been
involved at the time in ne-
gotiations with the Austra-
lian Workers Union for a
new enterprise bargaining
agreement for its workers,
the royal commission into
trade unions was told.

Mr Shorten told the royal
commission he had not
been involved in the en-
terprise bargaining nego-
tiations with the compa-
ny, Unibilt, as it had been

handled by the Victorian
branch of the AWU.

He also denied that he had
used his former position
as AWU national secre-
tary to gain an advantage
for himself by having the
company pay for his cam-
paign director, and apolo-
gised for failing to declare
the donation to the Aus-
tralian Electoral Commis-
sion until last week.

But Mr Hogg, in an angry
open letter to Mr Shorten
on social media, wrote:
“Dear Bill - is the concept
of conflict of interest be-
yond your understand-
ing?”

Mr Hogg has a long his-
tory in the inner circles of
the Labor Party. He was
Victorian secretary of the
ALP from 1976-18, was
a senior adviser to prime
minister Bob Hawke from
1983 {o 1986, advised
Victorian premier John
Cain 1986-1987 and was
ALP national secretary
from 1988-93.

Mr Hogg dismissed the
view of some other ALP
figures that Mr Shorten>s
evidence during his first
day>s appearance at the
royal commission add-
ed up to little of conse-
quence.

“Really?” he wrote. “His
campaign director was
paid for by a company
whose employees were
covered by Bilbs AWU,
and therefore, as union

members, deserved their
interest to be protected to
the maximum.

“The payment wasn>t de-
clared until Bill was re-
minded eight years later:
a real lapse of memory,
sloppy book-keeping or a
hope non-one would no-
tice. Take your pick.”

Mr Hogg, also the partner
of journalist and former
ALP MP Maxine McKew,
said there was no good
in pointing to the Liberal
Party>s malfeasance in
failing to declare some of
their political donations.
The Labor Party should
be setting its own ethical
standards, he said.

Mr Hogg said he was
saddened to see another
former ALP national sec-
retary, Gary Gray, ratio-
nalising such behaviour.
Mr Gray, now a Labor
frontbencher, told ABC>s
1.30 on Wednesday his
party had made a “mis-
take” in failing to declare
the $40,000 donation for
Mr Shorten>s campaign
director when it was
made, but said most polit-
ical parties had done the
same thing.

‘Letss call a halt to de-
fending the indefensible,”
Mr Hogg said.

“If we don>t we will burn
off Gary Gray and others
in the process.

“Bill, do something for the
ALP. It>s simple.

‘Just go.”
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Q&A boycott: Malcolm Turnbull under
growing pressure to cancel appearance

Communications Minister Malcolm Turnbull remained
silent on Monday when asked if he would appear next
week on Q&A. Photo: Tamara Voninski

Communications Minister
Malcolm Turnbull is under
intense pressure to can-
cel a scheduled appear-
ance on Q&A, with deputy
Nationals leader Barnaby
Joyce warning of chaos if
cabinet ministers disobey
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott’s directive to boycott
the ABC program.

Mr Turnbull, who has pre-
viously said he would not
participate in a boycott
of the program, remained
silent on Monday when
asked if he would appear
on next week’s Q&A as
planned.

Mr Joyce confirmed that
Mr Abbott had instructed
him not to appear on Mon-
day night’s episode as
the fallout continued from
former terror suspect
Zaky Mallah’s appearance
a fortnight ago.

Mr Abbott’s stance has
caused confusion within
the Coalition, with back-
bench and frontbench
government MPs uncer-
tain about the criteria for
the boycott and how long
it will last.

Mr Joyce said on Monday
that the Prime Minister
does not want cabinet
ministers to participate
in the program until the
ABC'’s editorial audit of
the program is complete.
The Q&A audit, to be con-
ducted by television veter-
an Ray Martin and former
SBS managing director
Shaun Brown, is expected
to take eight to 12 weeks
to complete, meaning the

Barnaby Joyce: ‘it is by deference to the Prime Minister
that when an instruction comes through it is obeyed’.

Photo: Andrew Meares

program could be without
a government minister for
three months if the boy-
cott holds.

Mr Abbott ordered a gov-
ernment review of the
program, which has been
finalised and released
publicly, because he
feared the ABC inquiry
would be a “whitewash”.
“It is by deference to the
Prime Minister that when
an instruction comes
through it is obeyed, oth-
erwise the whole process
of cabinet becomes cha-
otic,” Mr Joyce said on
Monday.

“You don’t say, ‘Oh look,
I'll come back to you on
that’. An instruction is an
instruction and that’s what
happens, and that’s it
He’s made an instruction
that until the processes
of the review at the ABC
is properly concluded
that he doesn’t want peo-
ple from cabinet on Q&A.
That’s the instruction. It’s
not a case of alternative A
or alternative B.”

A pair of Coalition back-
benchers, senator Cory
Bernardi and Queensland
MP George Christensen,
called for Mr Turnbull and
other cabinet members to
obey Mr Abbotit’s edict.
“Ministers are responsi-
ble to the Prime Minister,”
said Senator Bernardi, a
persistent ABC critic.

“A request has been made
by the Prime Minister — |
don’t think a minister
should ignore that.”

Mr Christensen said all

cabinet ministers should
follow the edict because
“we are not happy with
what they [Q&A] have
done”.

“The whole thing needs
to be looked at before an-
other minister sets foot
on the show again,” he
said.

Coalition MP Ewen Jones
disagreed, saying: “I
agree with the Prime Min-
ister 100 per cent that it
is a lefty lynch mob but
if you void the area, if
you cede the space then
someone else will take up
the space.

“As a matter of principle |
believe we should be out
fighting the good fight
and we have good people
who can do that. As a mat-
ter of principle, I think we
should have people there
[on Q8A]”

ABC managing director
Mark Scotit tweeted that
Mr Joyce had missed an
opportunity to sell the
benefits of the govern-
ment’s agriculture white
paper to a million ABC
viewers by withdrawing
from the program.

When the Q&A furore
erupted, Mr Turnbull said
the ABC had made a se-
rious error in inviting Mr
Mallah onto the program
but that government
members “need to take
advantage of every plat-
form that’s available. So
I'll continue to appear on
ABC programs, including
Q&A, if I'm invited to be
there.”

Sixth-worstin the world: The gender charts
that shame the Abbott government

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop is one of just two female members of the Abbott government cabinet. Photo: Andrew Meares

The Abboit government
ministry is one of the worst
in the developed world for
gender balance.

A new report from the Or-
ganisation for Economic
Co-Operation and Devel-
opment says the gap be-
tween women and men
in ministerial positions
in Australia has actually
worsened since 2012, de-
spite the government’s re-
shuffle in December.

It says Australia now has
fewer women in its high-
est ranks of government
than every OECD country
except for Greece, Korea,
Turkey, Hungary and Slo-
vakia.

Two countries the OECD
is considering accepting
into its fold - Latvia and
Colombia - have far higher
female representation in
ministerial positions than
Australia.

“The gender imbalance
found in senior levels of
central government con-
siderably limits the role
of women in the decision-
making process,” the re-
port warns.

The OECD report, Govern-
ment at a Glance 2015, is
the first of its kind in two
years.

It says governments have
realised in recent decades
that a more representative
public administration pro-
vides them with access to
“previously overlooked”
knowledge and perspec-
tives.

It says women are now
generally well-represent-

ed in OECD public sector
workforces, where OECD
public sectors have, on
average, a higher share of
women in the labour force
than the total economy.
But it warns women “still
face important barriers in
reaching senior leadership
positions,” saying gender
imbalance at the most se-
nior levels of government
needs to improve.

It shows Australia is lag-
ging well behind the OECD
average for its share of
women ministers.

The Abbott government
has just eight women in its
43-member cabinet, outer
ministry and parliamentary
secretary group following
a reshuffle on December
21 last year (which dou-
bled the number of women
in the government’s pow-
erful cabinet, from one to
two).

That reshuffle increased
the number of women
in the 43-member group
from six to eight overall,
from the government’s
first ministry arrangement
in 2013, which was criti-
cised for having a lack of
women.

However, the OECD report
also says Australia has
one of the best gender-
balanced senates in the
developed world.

Australia has 16 members
in its Senate, 31 of which
are women.

“In 2014, the composition
of [OECD parliaments],
elected by citizens to take
decisions that affect every

aspect of their lives, did
not reflect gender equal-
ity,” the report says.

“On average, fewer than
30 per cent of seats in the
lower and upper patlia-
mentary houses of OECD
countries were filled by
women. Those that came
closest to gender balance
were the lower parliamen-
tary houses of Sweden,
Finland and Belgium and
the higher parliamentary
houses of Australia, Cana-
da and Belgium.”

There are 34 countries in
the OECD.

The gender balance of
Australia’s senate has
improved slightly since
the data in the OECD re-
port was compiled, with
three women - Labor’s
Katy Gallagher and Jenny
McAllister, and the Liberal
National Party’s Joanna
Lindgren - joining the sen-
ate this year.

Women in the Abbott gov-
ernment:

« There are two women in
its 19-member cabinet:
Foreign Affairs Minister
Julie Bishop and Health
and Sport Minister Sussan
Ley.

o It has three women in its
11-member outer minis-
try: Assistant Minister for
Health Fiona Nash, Human
Services Minister Marise
Payne and Assistant Min-
ister for Immigration and
Border Protection Michae-
lia Cash.

« It has three more women
in its 13-member group of
parliamentary secretaries.
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Bill Shorten and Tony Abbott hit by popularity hose-
dive: Fairfax-Ipsos poll

Popularity blues: Tony Abbott and Bill Shorten meet at Kirribilli House on

Sunday evening. Photo: James Alcock

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten has suffered a
massive hit to his person-
al approval ratings, but
there is little consolation
for Prime Minister Tony
Abbott, who has also seen
his approval ratings dive
in the latest Fairfax-Ipsos
poll.

The dive in Mr Shorten’s
standing - the lowest he
has recorded since taking
the leadership of the Labor
Party - comes as the op-
position leader prepares
to face one of the biggest
weeks of his political ca-
reer, with the royal com-
mission into trade union
corruption to question
him on Wednesday about
work place deals struck
while he was the leader
of the Australian Workers
Union.

The dip has not translated
into a drop in support for
Labor, which has retained
its six percentage point
lead over the Coalition
and, as in the June poll,
leads 53 per cent to 41
per cent in the two-party
preferred vote.

The latest Fairfax-Ipsos
poll shows that after a diffi-
cult fortnight for Mr Short-
en and Mr Abbott, in which
the opposition leader has
faced questions about his
time at the AWU and the
prime minister has faced
a divisive internal debate
over same-sex marriage,
both men’s standing has
plummeted.

It will also dampen specu-
lation about an early elec-
tion.

In addition to Labor’s two-
party preferred lead Mr
Shorten is ahead of Mr
Abbotit as preferred prime
minister, leading 43 per
cent (up one point since
June) to 39 per cent(down
two points).

But it is Mr Shorten’s ap-
proval ratings that has
taken the larger hit and he
now joins Mr Abbotit deep
in negative territory.

His personal approval
has dived six percentage
points since June to 35
per cent, while his disap-
proval rating has risen
eight percentage points to
55 per cent

Those changes have driv-
en down Mr Shorten to a
record low approval rating
during his time as opposi-
tion leader, with a net ap-
proval rating of minus 20
per cent, a fall of 14 per-
centage points in a single
month.

Labor MPs are closely
monitoring Mr Shorten’s
performance after a dif-
ficult final parliamentary
fortnight before the long
winter break that included
him being called to appear
before the commission, a
decision to oppose pen-
sion reform that has been
questioned by some in the
shadow cabinet and un-
inspired performances in
question time.

Some Labor MPs fear that
Mr Shorten could suf-
fer “death by a thousand
cuts” as the government
sharpens its political at-
tack over some of the
deals struck while he was

leader of the AWU.
However, there is scant
consolation in the poll for
Mr Abbott, who has seen
his approval rating fall fur-
ther, down four percent-
age points since June to
36 per cent, while his dis-
approval rating has risen
five percentage points to
59 per cent, delivering a
net negative rating of mi-
nus 23 per cent.

The fall in Mr Abbott’s rat-
ings - and the fact that its
support in the two-party
preferred vote has not ris-
en despite a well-received
second budget and a
strong focus on the econ-
omy and tougher national
security legislation - will
be of equal concern to the
Coalition, with a federal
election due in less than
18 months.

Liberal Party divisions
over same-sex marriage
have erupted in the last
week, with Senate leader
Eric Abetz calling for fel-
low cabinet ministers
who do not support the
party’s current position,
which defines marriage as
only between a man and a
woman, to resign.

The national poll of 1402
voters was conducted
from Thursday evening to
Saturday night and found
that, in the last month,
Labor’s primary vote has
fallen two percentage
points to 35 per cent since
the June poll, while the
Coalition’s primary vote
has fallen one point to 39
per cent

The Greens political
party saw a two percent-
age point rise in its vote
to 16 per cent, while the
Palmer United Party’s
vote remained unchanged
at one point and “others”
remained unchanged on 8
per cent

This 53-47 lead for Labor,
based on preference flows
from the 2013 election, re-
mains 53-47 when based
on how those polled stat-

ed they where would di-
rect their preferences.
Voters are divided on the
two men’s attributes, with
Mr Shorten leading in six
of 11 key areas includ-
ing competency (52-45),
being open to ideas (68-
34), having a firm grasp
of social policy (59-30)
and trustworthiness (39-
35). However, he is seen
as much more likely to
be influenced by minority
groups (46-28).

Mr Abbott, in turn, is seen
as a strong leader (42-34),
having a clear vision for
Australia (49-36), having
the ability to make things
happen (55-35). On eco-
nomic policy and foreign
policy, Mr Abbott leads
4T-43 and 42-39 respec-
tively.

Since the February leader-
ship spill, the percentage
of voters who say Mr Ab-
bott has the confidence
of his party has risen 30
points to 51 per cent; his
rating as a strong leader
has risen nine points to
42 per cent, while his abil-
ity to make things happen
is seen to have risen 12
points to 55 per cent.
Ipsos polister Rob McPhe-
dran said the poll demon-
strated that “Australians
don’t like either party lead-
er, as evidenced by the
approval and disapproval
ratings, and the Greens
have benefited with a two
point rise”.

“Tony Abbott has really
bounced back since his
leadership scare, it seems
like Australians believed
he has galvanised sup-
port in that area and there
has been a 30 point turn
around since we asked
the same question in Feb-
ruary,” he said.

“But from a macro per-
spective, he is still an un-
popular leader and he has
some of the lowest ever
ratings for being a strong
leader and having a firm
grasp of foreign policy.”

Federal budget would save $1b a year if
workers unable to access super before 65

The Commonwealth bud-
get would save $1 billion
a year if workers were
prevented from access-
ing their super before they
turned 65.

But the Productivity Com-
mission has taken a quiet
swipe at the Abbott govern-
ment, saying it is difficult
to know if such a policy
would be desirable when
no one knows what the su-
perannuation system will
look like in the future.

The commission has found
that if the age at which peo-
ple can access their super
was raised from 55 to 65,
older Australians would
be encouraged to work for
two more years on aver-
age, reducing pressure on
the aged pension and fed-
eral budget.

The budget would save $1
billion a year from 2055 —
a combination of the age
pension system saving $3
billion a year and income
tax receipts rising by $5 bil-
lion, but welfare payments
increasing by nearly $1 bil-
lion to account for workers
who retire involuntarily but
are forced to wait longer to
access their super.

A new report from the
commission, Superannua-
tion Policy for Post-Retire-
ment, released on Tues-
day, shows most of those
budget savings would
come from wealthier work-
ers because they would be
the ones most likely to be
able to afford to work for
longer.

The age at which Austra-
lians can access their su-
per — the so-called preser-
vation age — is legislated to
gradually increase from 55
to 60 by 2025.

But the Productivity Com-
mission has modelled
what would happen if that
preservation age were lat-
er raised from 60 to 65 be-
tween 2035 and 2043.

By that time, the commis-
sion says the age at which
people could access their
aged pension would be 61,

representing a gap of two
years between their super
and pension access ages.
Under that scenario, the
first age group to be affect-
ed by the change would be
those who were 30 fo 34
years old in 2012.

The report shows those
households will likely de-
lay their retirement by two
years on average, leaving
them with superannuation
balances around 10 per
cent larger in real terms
when they retire.

The report also shows
there would be a modest
increase in the participa-
tion rate of older workers
by around 2 percentage
points in 2055.

However, the policy would
also “have little, if any,
impact on the workforce
participation of individuals
who retire involuntarily”, a
group comprising almost
half of men and over a
third of women who retire
between the ages of 60
and 64.

Data shows around 28 per
cent of men and 25 per
cent of women aged 60
to 64 who currently retire
early do so to care for sick
family members or for their
own health reasons.

A further?20 per cent of men
and 11 per cent of women
have their employment ter-
minated prematurely, or
they have difficulty finding
new work.

The commission assumes
those people will receive
some form of income sup-
port until they reach the
pension age, increasing
government welfare pay-
ments by $150 million a
year.

The commission’s report
also criticises the lack of
policy direction from the
federal government on
superannuation,  saying
it is hard to know how to
design good policy when
there is an “absence of
clear and prioritised objec-
tives” coming from Can-
berra.
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Don’t overestimate Islamic State threat. Malcolm Turnbull

Malcolm Turnbull urged respectful, open debate on national security
in which new measures could be questioned without inviting oppro-
brium. Photo: Louise Kennerley

TT

The threat posed by the
Islamic State terror group
should not be overstated,
and critics of new national
security measures should
not be denounced, Com-
munications Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull has said.

In a speech that strikes
a jarringly different tone
from recent remarks by
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott, Mr Turnbull said on
Tuesday evening that
making “tough” national
security polices might be
popular but “can still be a
mistake”.

He used a Sydney Institute
address to call for respect-
ful, open debate on nation-
al security in which new
measures could be ques-
tioned without inviting op-
probrium.And he stressed
that Islamic State was not
the worst threat Australia
had faced.

“Just as it is important not
to underestimate, or be
complacent about, the na-
tional security threat from
Daesh, it is equally impor-
tant not to overestimate
that threat,” he said, using
an alternative name for Is-
lamic State.

He said Islamic State was
“not Hitler’s Germany, To-
jo’s Japan or Stalin’s Rus-
sia” and despite the terror
group’s own aspirations
to world domination, “we

Mr Turnbull said Islamic State was “not Hitler’'s Germany, Tojo’s Japan
or Stalin’s Russia”. Photo: Reuters

should be careful not to
say or do things which can
be seen to add credibility
to those delusions”.

The speech stands in ob-
vious contrast to the tone
struck by Mr Abboit in
recent weeks, when the
Prime Minister has said
Islamic State is “coming
after us” and “coming ..
for every person and every
government”.

In a carefully worded plea
for calm debate over na-
tional security, Mr Turnbull
said people who equally
opposed terrorism could
have different views on
the right balance between
security and liberties, ac-
cording to speech notes
provided by his office.
“Denouncing those who
question the effectiveness
of new national security
measures as ‘friends of
terrorists’ is as stupid as
describing those who ad-
vocate them as ‘proto-fas-
cists’.”

Mr Turnbull also effectively
confirmed his opposition to
Immigration Minister Peter
Dutton’s original proposal
for ministerial discretion in
stripping citizenship from
terrorists, which Mr Abbotit
reportedly backed.

He noted that “instead of
proceeding with a proposal
which would give the minis-
ter the discretion to revoke

Australian citizenship if he
believed the person affect-
ed had engaged in terror-
ist activities”, the revised
proposals would build on
existing law that strips citi-
zenship from people who
fight against Australia with
foreign militaries.

Mr Abbott lashed out at
the opposition in the heat
of the citizenship debate,
accusing shadow attor-
ney-general Mark Dreyfus
of wanting to “roll out the
red carpet” to terrorists af-
ter Mr Dreyfus suggested
Australian jihadists abroad
should be brought home to
be prosecuted.

Mr  Turnbull said laws
should be updated, par-
ticularly as technology
changed, but stressed this
must involve “respect for
the rule of law” through
involvement of the courts,
an apparent veiled criti-
cism of Mr Dutton’s early
proposal.

He also said the govern-
ment had so far got the
balance right between
security and liberties but
urged that “in order to en-
sure we continue to do so,
this conversation is one
that should proceed in a
considered manner re-
spectful of the views and
experience of others”.

In other remarks, Mr Turn-
bull said few people today
believed that the 2003 in-
vasion of Iraq was “not a
tragic error”.

“It is more important that
counter-terrorism mea-
sures be the right ones,
the effective ones, than
that they simply be tough.
Tough policies can be pop-
ular, they may even be jus-
tified at the time they are
conceived, but they can
still be a mistake,” he said.
“I suppose there is noth-
ing tougher than invading
a country, overthrowing its
government and occupy-
ing its territory. But with
the benefit of hindsight,
few today contend that the
2003 invasion of Iraq, pop-
ular with the US public and
the Congress at the time,
was not a tragic error.”

Abbott government, Labor refuse to raise superan-

nuation age to 65

Acting Treasurer Bruce Billson said the Coaltion had made it clear
there would be “no adverse unexpected changes” to the super system
in its first term of government. Photo: Rob Homer

Shadow treasurer Chris Bowen said the Productivity Commision pro-

posal was not something Labor would support Photo: Alex Elling-

hausen

The Abbott government
and Labor have refused
to back the Productivity
Commission’s call to pre-
vent older workers from
accessing their super be-
fore they turn 65.

The commission says the
federal budget would save
$1 billion a year by 2055
if the tougher age restric-
tion were introduced.

At the moment, workers
nearing retirement can
access their super at 55,
and that access age is ris-
ing incrementally, from 55
to 60 by 2025, to reflect
the fact Australians are
living longer.

But the commission says
the government ought to
consider raising the ac-
cess age even higher,
from 60 to 65 between
2035 and 2043, to make
the age pension system
more sustainable.

It released a report on
Tuesday, Superannuation
Policy for Post-Retire-
ment, saying the Com-
monwealth budget would
save $1 billion a year from
2055 if that occurred.

It says modelling shows
households would likely
delay their retirement by
two years in response to
the policy change, giv-
ing them super balances

around 10 per cent larger
in real terms when they
eventually retired.

But acting Treasurer
Bruce Billson rejected the
commission’s proposal,
saying the government
has made it “absolutely
clear” there would be
“no adverse unexpected
changes” to the super
system in its first term of
government.

“And we have got no
plans to change that be-
yond that time,” he said.
“The work of the Produc-
tivity Commission, work
they instigated on their
own behalf, will be useful
input as we proceed with
the tax white paper pro-
cess,” he said.

Shadow treasurer Chris
Bowen says Labor would
not back the commis-
sion’s proposal either.
“Clearly that is not some-
thing we would support,”
he said.

Greens senator Rachel
Siewert said the Greens
would like Australia to
have a serious discussion
about its ageing popula-
tion, focusing on employ-
ment and savings chal-
lenges for older workers,
before changing its retire-
ment age.

The Financial Services

Council, which represents
Australia’s biggest banks
and financial institutions,
said the federal govern-
ment ought to adopt the
commission’s  proposal
because the tax system
would not be able to sup-
port future generations
if workers could retire at
60.

“Australians must con-
sider the benefits to their
retirement savings of
working until 65 years,”
council chief executive
Sally Loane said.

“The FSC’s long-standing
policy is that the superan-
nuation preservation age
should be raised to 65
years, but also made more
flexible by allowing early
access to accommodate
the needs of those unable
to work to retirement”
she said.

Industry Super Austra-
lia chief executive David
Whiteley said the govern-
ment should not support
the plan.

Mr Whiteley said increas-
ing the compulsory super
guarantee to 12 per cent,
making tax settings fairer
and more efficient and
ensuring Australians are
in well-performing funds
would be a much better
way to increase retirement
savings than raising the
preservation age to 65.
The commission’s report
says the Commonwealth
budget would save $1
billion from the proposal
because it would reduce
pressure on the age pen-
sion system, saving $3
billion a year, and raise
income tax receipts by
$5 billion a year, pre-
dominantly from wealth-
ier workers. However,
welfare payments would
have to increase by nearly
$1 billion to account for
workers who retire invol-
untarily but are forced to
wait longer to access their
super, the report says.
The first workers to be
affected by the commis-
sion’s proposal would be
those who were aged be-
tween 30 and 34 in 2012.
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