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Finess

Dulux Wash & Wear
Dulux Weathershield 15 L  $175
20 L From $98
Taubmans Endure 15L $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd,
Punchbowl NSW 2196 -

oA WATEHDIIN!

ABN: 85 806 130 998

0415 620 150

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel :

02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

15L $165 G

Jskay

Apco

Apco
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20 L Jleaiudlt |
$110 )ity oIl

20 L (3x1...Sealer,
Primer,Undercoaty $110

Apco 20 L aduu $85
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u Master License No: 409566317 u
Are you fed up with your current ? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for -
change! IP S ,‘P
At IS Secwurity we value our employees and know that
they are our business. -
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for @ Secunt}r
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee coninbutes to owr .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence.
IPS Security requires. qualified applicants for a vanety of o -
positions all owver the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u‘”“' 'i-ﬁI
suitable to join our team you must -
= Hold a first Aid cerfificate ket ii-ﬂ-l-r
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licenoce ‘}. ﬁb{h
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . .
Jhei g wleds
= Speak fluent Emglish
# Have excellent presentation M’Ei hiﬁ"
= [Be reliable .
Wie have the following security posifions available; Jh‘h- hul
Crowed Control .
(Events) bl
= R5A cerdificate
= Ayailable T daysinights
Static positions sk sk
Patrol positions
We hawve full time, part time and casuwal positicns “ B = s
available._ : 1’.!-*}' o
Previous Applicants need not apply -
Mo recruitment co ies Hawtl & B
Victoria Licence Humber: 774-201-105 ST g T
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jaladd! B Suamy
Email: men i pssecurity.com_au |_
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We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-Géi)-j-\-u-! me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Free measure and quote
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*Verticals *Venetians
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RING FOR A GREAT PRICE ON ALL
MAJOR TYRE BRANDS

Lilows o6 Hlimn QL}.\.ﬁ

RONT & BACK, FREE FITTING,
FREE BALANCING & VALVES
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Condmons apply. Must present coupon. Exp\res 07/11/14
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7~ TYRES EXCEL

453 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands email: sales@tyresexcel.com
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LOUIS VALENTINO T

’

PORCELLANATO [t i

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers Trades Centre;
22 | 24 Anzac St

Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

 ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! L3S w &5 i 0 gilidliu 393 gl Bld $od
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > Lz slsiSilly Embaill dusl 34 Jo Sgims il dadkull

borcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly mmddighly oailiadl Il & sdilae aaiig (ke 34
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibiadl 3935 ducgidl (v desdis G233 e o LSpd
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadlu ol 9 il

ilgie LS HLLI pguitlg Juadly Juelais

LOULS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MADEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO Frofesioncs Tlliﬁg Equipmeni ADHESIVES * SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

B AQUASEAL - I >
L Taatises rnovaltex

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll . el B ai

And rr?uch much more iplosdl <y
{(Showroom) yaydl dla

We also hold M 0 i lua A (o daead| i ¥l e

° Davco . “..).g.h.ﬂ

. ASA Bostic el day ¢ o lua § (e |

. Mapei (Trades Centre) ¢ ! 354! =

. Novatex o gladl day 0 o lua T (e dasd| o ¥l (e - — ——
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e Ty L (V- Ypyvi {F Head Office Melbourne
rasntl 45 (iwS) Aglat (54> 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062
o ) ’ Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
s Adelaide
wy e 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869
' e 2 Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"Firs¢t I N Austral’ia"

e,

Lt | At (D (FoN I ool A go
Pizza - Pasta - 0239l pokan ol wpnad| Lgirluad
isdlondly aciod| deus A Lalc 0+

Steak - Seafood 3, ., ciesle - hybias - Gasks - (3ia9

R BEJ RATE PTTE g R

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adlal .. ki
VIC 3053 dad Lo (0l (s 5 ilor ot 9o guid | skt 3o
Ph 03 9347 1630 duS el il 3l | ST (w0

Fax 03 9348 1112 967t o Al 5528 oo

Se.com
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Ph: 03 9354 4663
Mob: 0418175 417 or 0425 622 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria
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4 12 Lincoln Street : . wpf -
\ east Brunswick G 3057 | | &P J-’d | u-"hﬁ-’ | J'-‘-‘-" el
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Telopia Liquor Store
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¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
& Registered Migration Agent
U MARN; 1174229
= FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\! CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI

4i3g Wl TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy s
change! IP S g-\ﬂ-’
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (&8 Secur lty

reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. - ON 0413 805 930.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our . 4 Email: delhalabil@omail.com
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for OJ"!"‘ @g
excellence. At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of Tl .
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be 24! o= experts can as§|st with all areas of practice, including
suitable to join our team you must: - *Permanent Visas
« Hold a first Aid certificate ot o *Temporary Visas
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . ﬂs:ﬂ?‘? *C!tlzenShlp _
L . *Visa Cancellation

e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty

Ta e s *Deportation
Jk“j e Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

e Speak fluent English
e Have excellent presentation Aoy da! )ﬂ‘

e Be reliable éé"mﬁ Cﬂélu."j L,M‘j G‘j_}-" M‘)ﬂ o ajﬁ

We have the following security positions available; J"“‘I‘.’ dalnd| *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

Crowd Control : . . . .
(Events) Adlie *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage

e RSA certificate Celebrant Reg No. A11175

_ _ *Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions KRk 0457555555 :pd W ke Jhaddl

Patrol positions

available. A s
Previous Applicants need not apply 994 00

Victorla Licence Number. 774-201-108 deall B 48 5 om0 3y Igbaalit 5 ngl CSMelae yaing o o S| el
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627 okl @B gag 0413805930 :d 1 ko cpibnd (13 Fubal

, _I Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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Ex-Treasury head Martin Parkin-

son slams government, Labor for

putting politics before economy

A former head of Trea-
sury has slammed the
Abbott government and
the Labor opposition for
entrenching Australia in a
“non-debate” about bud-
get fairness on one hand
and ruling out much-
needed tax reforms on
the other.

Dr Martin Parkinson, who
was replaced as Treasury
secretary in January,
says Australia’s prosper-
ity is more at risk than
both sides of politics rea-
lise.

Dr Parkinson told a con-
ference at the Australian
National University on
Monday there was too
much spare productive
capacity in the economy,
as well as a serious lack
of demand from consum-
ers.

He said Treasury was pro-
jecting economic growth
to pick up from 2.5 per
cent to 3.5 per cent by
2017-18, due largely to
a pick-up in demand, but
there was a real chance
that would not happen.
Serious reforms had
to be made to improve
the health of the budget
and to boost economic
growth, but neither side
of politics seemed to
realise how serious the
problem was, he said.

He criticised both sides
for taking serious reform
proposals off the table
for political reasons,
and singled out Labor’s
recent attempt to reject
the Abbott government’s
changes to the pen-
sion assets test, which
passed the Senate with
support from the Greens
last week, as an example
of the poor politics doing
Australia harm.

“We find ourselves in a
position where every-
thing is seen through a
prism of fairness, where
the notion of fairness

is vague,” Dr Parkinson
said.

“We need to have a much
more mature debate, and
I hope we can get there,
because if we don’t then
we may well have quite
a different set of circum-
stances.”

“Once you get into this
debate where you see
everything through the
prism of fairness, what
is your default? ... [Does
it mean] I can never take
a dollar away from any-
one? So if | want to take
away the generosity of
tax concessions for the
high end in superannua-
tion but if that’s now un-
fair then | can never do
anything? ” he asked.
Labor senator Penny
Wong, who was in the
conference room, said
no one was saying that
you ought not to have
reforms which hurt any
particular group.

But the welfare system
in Australia was already
one of the tightest, so if
the government wanted
to make budget savings
then it should not start
by trying to make sav-
ings from aged pension-
ers, she said.

Dr Parkinson then said
Australia needed to have
a “richer discussion”
about its budgetary and
economic problems.

The Abbott government
has ruled out making
changes to
nuation tax concessions
and negative gearing,
although Labor has sug-
gested there
room for change in those
areas.

Dr Parkinson said Aus-
tralians needed to be de-
bating a whole series of
measures that have been
ruled off limits.

“Nothing can be taken off
the table, that’s the prob-
lem,” he said.

superan-

is some

Senior Labor figure Fitzgibbon
supports turning back boats

Labor frontbencher Joel Fitzgibbon
believes turnbacks will be part of fu-
ture Labour policy. Photo: AFR

Labor frontbencher Joel
Fitzgibbon has become
the party’s first senior
figure to clearly state
support for turning back
asylum-seeker boats,
angering some of his
left-wing colleagues.

In what appears to be a
push by Labor’s Right to
stake out its support for
the tough approach to
border protection ahead
of the party’s national
conference next month,
Mr Fitzgibbon said he be-
lieved turn-backs would
be part of future Labor
policy.

“l think that there’s a
powerful argument that
you need a whole range
of tools to ensure that
the flows don’t begin
again,” Mr Fitzgibbon
told Sky News.

“Now, one of those
tools currently is boat
turn-backs.  Personally
I believe turn-backs will
remain part of Labor pol-
icy.”

Turning asylum-seeker
boats back to Indone-
sia is the centrepiece
of the Abbott govern-
ment’s hardline border
protection policies. La-
bor, which is desperate
to assure voters that a
future Labor government
would not mean the re-
sumption of waves of
asylum-seeker boats, is
going through an inter-
nal debate over whether
to adopt the policy itself.
Labor’s immigration
spokesman Richard
Marles flagged the pos-
sibility late last year
but was quickly shut

down by colleagues and
backed away from his
comments within a day.
Mr Fitzgibbon is the first
frontbencher to state so
clearly his support
Tellingly, neither Mr Mar-
les nor Labor leader Bill
Shorten contradicted Mr
Fitzgibbon on Sunday.
Mr Marles said Labor re-
mained concerned about
the secrecy surrounding
the government’s ap-
proach because of “the
issue of safety at sea and
the impact this policy is
having on our regional
relationships.”

He said the regional re-
settlement  agreement
set up in the dying days
of Labor had done more
than any other policy
to stop asylum-seekers
coming by boat.

“We are working on all
of our policies, and we’ll
announce those well be-
fore the next election.”
Mr Shorten’s spokes-
woman referred Fairfax
Media to remarks by
the Opposition Leader a
fortnight ago in which he
said Labor would have
“a full suite of policies at
the next election”.

But Mr Fitzgibbon’s re-
marks have angered
some on Labor’s Left
Western Australian MP
Melissa Parke, a former
minister, told Fairfax
Media via text message
from overseas: “[l] don’t
agree with boat turn-
backs [and it is] disap-
pointing to learn of Jo-
el’s comments.”
Immigration Peter Dutton
said it was now up to Mr
Shorten to explain where
he stood.

“The difficulty for the
Australian public is they
don’t know what Mr
Shorten really stands
for. We know that Tanya
Plibersek and others
from the Left within the
Labor Party are vehe-
mently opposed.”

Labor slams PM, Joe Hockey of ‘hypocrisy’
over super tax reform

Tony Abbott

The government has been
accused of “hypocrisy”
over superannuation tax
reform after a Freedom
of Information request
revealed the Coalition re-
ceived advice on possible
policy options ahead of
the budget.

Tony Abbott has ruled
out any changes to su-
perannuation during this
term of government but
an FOI request lodged
by the opposition shows
Treasurer Joe Hockey
received Treasury advice
on potential reforms on
four occasions.

The last correspondence
was on April 22, the same
day Labor announced its
own plans to change the
superannuation scheme.
In its FOI request, Labor
asked for copies of any
submissions from Trea-
sury to Mr Hockey “in
relation to varying super-
annuation tax conces-
sions”.

Treasury responded that
Mr Hockey had received
four documents from
the department and that
“all documents in scope
are deliberative in nature
containing  preliminary
examination of possible
policy options prepared
early in the 2015-16 bud-
get process for potential
consideration by a com-
mittee of cabinet”.

Labor has called on the
government to make
these documents pub-
lic, saying it “goes to the
credibility of the Abbott
government’s claims that
it has no intention to make

changes to Australia’s
system of superannua-
tion tax concessions”.
Opposition treasury
spokesman Chris Bo-
wen said: “Treasury’s
response to a Freedom
of Information request
reveals the Abbott gov-
ernment’s hypocrisy over
superannuation tax con-
cessions by confirming it
was considering reforms.
“The Prime Minister just
can’t be trusted on su-
perannuation, saying one
thing publicly, but pre-
paring to do another pri-
vately.

“If the Abboit govern-
ment truly has nothing to
hide on plans to super tax
concessions then there
should be no problems

releasing these docu-
ments.”
Small Business Minis-

ter Bruce Billson said it
was the normal course of
government to consider
ideas brought forward by
department officials.

“It’'s the job of govern-
ment to decide which
are worth pursuing and
which aren’t ... and that’s
what happened in this ac-
count,” he told Sky News.
The government has no
plan to change conces-
sions, he said.

Earlier this year Mr Hock-
ey flagged support for a
“bipartisan approach” to
address inequalities in
the superannuation sys-
tem but Mr Abbott quickly
killed off any plans to go
after high-income earners
over super tax conces-
sions.
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Treasurer Joe Hockey awarded $200,000 in defamation case

against Fairfax Media

Joe Hockey arrives at court during a hearing of his defamation case in
March 2015. Photo: Dominic Lorrimer

Treasurer Joe Hockey has
had a partial victory in his
defamation case against
Fairfax Media, with a court
finding he was defamed by
the words “Treasurer for
Sale” on a poster and two
tweets and awarding him
$200,000 in damages.
However, Federal Court
Justice Richard White
ruled on Tuesday that the
Sydney Morning Herald,
The Age and The Canber-
ra Times had not defamed
him by publishing a series
of articles on May 5 last
year about the operation
of a Liberal Party fund-
raising body, the North
Sydney Forum.

Justice White awarded Mr
Hockey $120,000 dam-
ages for the Herald poster
and $80,000 for the two
tweets from The Age’s
Twitter account.

He said the articles were
of “considerable public
interest”.

However, in the case of
the Herald, if the articles
had been found to be de-
famatory, the defence of
qualified privilege would
have been defeated be-
cause of malice on the
part of the publisher. Fur-
ther, Mr Hockey wasn’t
given “reasonable no-
tice” of the nature of the
story in a list of questions
sent to his office, Justice
White said.

Justice White appeared
via video link from Ad-
elaide. He said the dam-
ages were designed to
console Mr Hockey for his

hurt feelings and to “sig-
nal to the public the vin-
dication of the applicant’s
reputation”.

He conceded that much
of Mr Hockey’s hurt and
distress was said by him
to result from the articles
that he found were not de-
famatory.

But Justice White said
even if Fairfax Media’s
conduct in publishing the
articles was reasonable,
it does not follow that it
was also reasonable to
publish a poster or tweets
with a defamatory mean-
ing to promote interest in
them.

He estimated more than
1 million people would
have seen one of the
2,466 posters with the
“strong and eye-catching
headline” placed outside
newsagents and other
places selling the news-
paper.

A very large number of
them would not have gone
ontoread the article either
in print or online, which
put the words “Treasurer
for Sale” in context. The
headline also appeared
on the front page of the
Herald and The Age.

Mr Hockey had claimed
the articles, by the Her-
ald’s state political editor
Sean Nicholls and chief
political  correspondent
Mark Kenny, and the re-
lated publications de-
famed him by suggesting
he was corrupt and ac-
cepted bribes paid to in-
fluence his decisions as
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Justice Richard White of the Federal Court. Photo: Supplied

Treasurer.

But Justice White said or-
dinary reasonable readers
who read the articles as a
whole would have under-
stood that “the SMH was
reporting on a method by
which access to Mr Hock-
ey in his important role
as Treasurer could be ob-
tained by the payment of
significant sums, but not
that Mr Hockey himself,
or his judgment or discre-
tion, could be bought”.
“The articles make it plain
that the fundraising is for
the purposes of the Lib-
eral Party or Mr Hockey’s
own election campaign
rather than any decision
to be made by him in his
capacity as Treasurer,
and | consider that the or-
dinary reasonable reader
would have understood
them in that way.”
However, in “the circum-
stance of the heightened
consciousness of issues
of corruption in NSW at
the time” ordinary rea-
sonable readers who only
saw the posters “are like-
ly to have understood that
the poster was indicating
that the SMH contained an
article concerning corrupt
conduct by Mr Hockey”.
“The words “for sale” im-
plied that that conduct in-
volved the receipt by him
of payment of an improp-
er kind, or a willingness
on Mr Hockey’s part to
receive such payments,”
Justice White said.
“Those readers who lat-
er read the SMH article

would, for the reasons
given earlier, have appre-
ciated that that was not
what the SMH was in fact
conveying.”

In defamation law, a post-
er is regarded as a dis-
crete publication while a
headline is to be read in
the context of the article
as a whole.

Justice White applied sim-
ilar reasoning to tweets
sent from The Age’s Twit-
ter account, which repro-
duced the “Treasurer for
Sale” headline.

However, he said the
tweets are likely to have
been read and “taken in”
by fewer people than in
the case of the SMH post-
er.

Fairfax had denied the
meanings pleaded by Mr
Hockey were conveyed.
But if the court disagreed,
Fairfax Media said it had
a defence of qualified
privilege, because the
matters were in the public
interest, and they acted
reasonably and without
malice in publishing the
material.

Mr Hockey had contended
the articles were motivat-
ed by “personal spite and
ill will” and “payback”
by Fairfax for having to
publish an apology and
correction to an earlier
article.

Justice White said that in
the case of the Herald, the
defence of qualified privi-
lege would have been de-
feated by malice.

He said Herald editor-in-

chief Darren Goodsir “had
lost objectivity” and was
“motivated by his animus
towards Mr Hockey and
that he sought a headline
which would be hurtful of,
or damaging to, Mr Hock-
ey”.

“If it was not for his desire
to get back at Mr Hockey,
I consider it probable that
he would have selected
a less provocative head-
line.”

He found Nicholls, Kenny,
Age editor-in-chief An-
drew Holden and Herald
news director Ben Cubby
were not motivated by
malice and acted respon-
sibly.

And he dismissed Mr
Hockey’s claims that the
publication was deliber-
ately timed to coincide
with preparations for the
2014 budget.

Justice White criticised
Mr Hockey’s barrister
Bruce McClintock, SC,
for asking for further or
aggravated damages
because of the conduct
of Fairfax Media’s law-
yers during the trial. Mr
McClintock’s claim that
barrister Dr Matthew Col-
lins, QC, tried to “embar-
rass” Mr Hockey during
cross-examination was
“inappropriate”, Justice
White said. He also dis-
missed Mr McClintock’s
pronouncement  during
closing submissions that
Fairfax Media’s defences
of qualified privilege were
“hopeless”.

He also dismissed Mr
Hockey’s claim that ac-
cess provided by the NSF
is the same as the occa-
sional access obtained
by an ordinary member of
the CWA, Rotary, a mem-
ber of a Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, or for
that matter the person in
the street.

A spokesman for Fair-
fax Media said the court
found the articles were
“well researched and ac-

curate”.

He said reporting in Tues-
day’s SMH and The Age
on political donations
paid by Mafia figures to
Liberal Party fundraising
vehicle the Millennium
Forum shows “Fairfax
journalists remain fear-
less in their pursuit of
information that is in the
public interest”.

He said the company will
consider the full127-page
judgment before deciding
whether to appeal. The
matter will return before
Justice White on July 14
for submissions on costs,
interest and injunctions
and final orders. The com-
pany will then have 21
days to appeal.

Mr Hockey wants an in-
junction restraining future
publication of the defama-
tory imputations.

A spokeswoman for the
Treasurer said Mr Hockey
was unlikely to respond
to the judgment on Tues-
day.

Mr Hockey has been in
Beijing and Hong Kong for
the last two days to meet
with Chinese government
figures including the Fi-
nance Minister, Lou Jiwei,
and to discuss Australia’s
decision to join the Asian
Infrastructure Investment
Bank. In Hong Kong he
met with the state’s Mon-
etary Authority.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott recently suggested at
Parliament’s Mid-Winter
Ball that Mr Hockey might
well make a donation to
the Mo, Evie and Otis
foundation, which was set
up by Mr Abbott’s chief of
staff Peta Credlin and the
Herald to remember the
three Maslin children who
died in the Malaysian Air-
lines MHA T tragedy.

The charity was es-
tablished to resolve a
complaint over a poten-
tially defamatory letter
published by the newspa-
per.
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It’s the principle that stops refugees from facing harm. So why is it absent from Labor’s platform?

Labor’s immigration spokesman Richard Marles. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Labor has dropped any
reference to non-refoule-
ment - the principle which
protects refugees from
being returned to a coun-
try where they face harm
- from its draft national
platform.

The only difference be-
tween the two big parties
is the Liberals are cruel to
refugees and boast about
itand Labor is cruel to ref-
ugees and feel ashamed
about it

The move has drawn sharp
criticism from lawyer and
refugee advocate Julian
Burnside and Greens sen-
ator Sarah Hanson-Young,
but Labor’s immigration
spokesman Richard Mar-
les and Labor for Refu-
gees spokesman Shane
Prince point to a replace-
ment clause they argue
covers Australia’s obliga-
tions under the UN Refu-
gee Convention.

The change is one of a
slew of amendments con-
tained in the ALP’s draft
national platform and is
part of a shake-up of the
ALP’s approach to refu-
gee policy.

Advertisement

Those changes include:

e For Australia’s refugee
intake to be increased
from 13,750 to 27,000
over time. This aspiration
is contained in the draft
platform and is an increase
on the 20,000 target set in
2011;

- Detention facilities - in-
cluding those offshore - to
be subject to transparent,
independent oversight;

- The abolition of tempo-
rary protection visas;

- Current detention cen-
tres will continue to be
run with private sector

contractors for the term of
the current contracts.

The platform is silent on
the issue of Labor adopt-
ing the Coalition’s policy
of turning back asylum
seeker boats.

Labor leader Bill Shorten
and Mr Marles left the door
open to that policy being
adopted on Monday, but
it is expected the party’s
Left faction will fight that
move by putting a resolu-
tion that explicitly prohib-
its Labor in government
from implementing turn-
backs.

According to the 1951
Refugee Convention,
which Australia signed in
1954, any signatory na-
tion shall not “expel or
return (“refouler”) a refu-
gee in any manner what-
soever to the frontiers of
territories where his life or
freedom would be threat-
ened on account of his
race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particu-
lar social group or politi-
cal opinion”.

The two previous national
platforms, published in
2009 and 2011, both ex-
plicitly committed an Aus-
tralian Labor government
to “comply with the non-
refoulement and all other
protection obligations we
have voluntarily assumed
in signing the Refugee
Convention”.

The new draft, which will
be the subject of vigorous
debate at national confer-
ence, instead contains
a new clause numbered
206 that states: “Labor
will treat people seeking
our protection with dignity
and compassion and in ac-
cordance with our interna-
tional obligations, the rule

Julian Burnside. Photo: Fairfax Media

of law and core Australian
principles of fairness and
humanity”.

Mr Burnside said the prin-
ciple of non-refoulement
was the central obligation
of the Refugee Conven-
tion, which “imposes very
few obligations, but the
central one is that you do
not send a person back to
a place where they face
possible persecution and
you must not do it directly
or indirectly”.

He suggestedthe omission
“opens the way to turn-
backs” [of asylum seeker
boats] and that it may
have been cut because
“until the last election, La-
bor was in flagrant breach
of many obligations and
certainly in breach of the
Refugee Convention”.
“The only difference be-
tween the two big parties
is the Liberals are cruel to
refugees and boast about
itand Labor is cruel to ref-
ugees and feel ashamed
about it,” he said.

But Mr Marles, who has
led the drafting process in
consultation with a group
of backbench MPs, said
the absence of a specific
reference to non-refoule-
ment was to “make sure it
[the platform] is readable
and non-repetitive”.
“There are numerous ref-
erences to the Refugee
Convention, international
obligations and the prin-
ciples of protection, all of
which are about adhering
to the principle of non-
refoulement. | can assure
you that Labor is commit-

ted to the principle of non-
refoulement which is at the
heart of the Convention,”
he told Fairfax Media.

“ The draft platform spe-
cifically references putting
the Refugee Convention
back into the Migration
Act”

Asked about the looming
debate about turn-back
policy, Mr Marles said: “
I'm not going to pre-empt
what debate occurs other
than to say it will be a de-
bate characterised by dig-
nity, which stands in stark
contrast to our political
opponents since 2001”.
Mr Prince, who has been
involved in negotiations
with Mr Marles on the plat-
form, said Labor for Refu-
gees viewed clause 206
as “requiring compliance
with the Refugee Conven-
tion and other internation-
al obligations which are
breached by turn-backs”.
In a sign of the loom-
ing debate, he added the
group was “of a view that
turn-backs are in breach
of the existing platform”.
Senator  Hanson-Young
said that “ deleting the
core principle of refugee
protection  [non-refoule-
ment] from the Labor plat-
form signals one more
dangerous step towards
Tony Abbott’s policies”.
TIMELINE: HISTORY OF
LABOR’S ASYLUM SEEK-
ER POLICY

May 1992

Keating Labor government
introduces mandatory de-
tention for arrivals who
don’t have valid visas, a

policy that has had bipar-
tisan support ever since.
September 2001

Howard Coalition govern-
ment introduces offshore
processing through excis-
ing several islands in the
migration zone, with the
support of the Labor op-
position.

December 2007

During the election cam-
paign, opposition leader
Kevin Rudd promises to
end the “Pacific Solution”
if elected.

February 2008

Rudd Labor government
dismantles Howard gov-
ernment’s “Pacific Solu-
tion”, winding down of
the Manus and Nauru de-
tention centres, in favour
of Christmas Island. This
was an election promise.
May 2008

Rudd government abol-
ishes the temporary pro-
tection visa regime.

April 2010

As asylum seeker arriv-
als continue their post-
2008 surge, the Rudd
government temporarily
suspends all processing
of applications from Sri
Lanka and Afghanistan.
July 2010

Gillard Labor government
reinstates offshore pro-
cessing. It announces the
beginning of discussions
with nearby countries
with the intention of re-
establishing a “regional
processing centre for the
purpose of receiving and
processing irregular en-
trants to the region”.
October 2010

Gillard government ex-
pands community deten-
tion to ease pressure on
detention facilities.

July 2011

Gillard government signs
asylum seeker transfer
agreement with the Malay-
sian government. A mem-
orandum of understand-
ing is signed with the
government of Papua New
Guinea regarding sending
asylum seekers to Manus.
August 2012

After the High Court finds

that the “Malaysia solu-
tion” was invalid under
the Migration Act, off-
shore processing in Nauru
and PNG are announced
as alternatives. A memo-
randum of understanding
is signed with the gov-
ernment of Nauru. The
government introduces a
“no advantage” principle
for people who arrive by
boat

September 2012

An updated memorandum
of understanding is signed
with the government of
PNG regarding transfer-
ring asylum seekers to
Manus Island.

May 2013

Gillard government ex-
cises the entire Australian
mainland from the migra-
tion zone.

June 2013

Second Rudd government
announces tougher mea-
sures that send all asylum
seekers offshore for pro-
cessing, stopped any asy-
lum seekers arriving by
boat being settled in Aus-
tralia, and returned those
found not to be refugees
to their home country.
December 2014

Abbott Coalition govern-
ment reintroduces tem-
porary protection visas
despite opposition from
Labor and the Greens. The
legislation also empowers
the government to fast-
track refugee status deter-
minations, circumvent the
Refugee Convention and
fast-track the release of
children from detention.
June 2015

Labor opposition sup-
ports government’s emer-
gency legislation to close
loophole making offshore
detention illegal. Explicit
guarantee of non-refoule-
ment (which protects refu-
gees from being returned
to danger) is dropped
from ALP platform, but
new draft says “interna-
tional obligations” will be
complied with. Pressure
mounts for the party to de-
clare a position on turning
back boats.
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Bill Shorten blunders on
Border Force control

Opposition Leader Bill Shorten in Question Time

OPPOSITION Leader Bill
Shorten has been caught
out on national security
again - this time unaware
what the Australian Border
Force is despite Labor vot-
ing to create the crack or-
ganisation last year.

The new Australian Bor-
der Force was officially
launched by the Prime Min-
ister at Parliament House
Wednesday morning.

But when Mr Shorten was
asked about his view on
the merger of customs and
immigration  Wednesday
morning, he had no idea
what it was.

“We haven’t seen the
propositions around that. |
will wait to see details be-
fore | start commenting,”
he said.

In an embarrassing blun-
der, Labor supported the
creation of the Border
Force when it was put be-
fore parliament last year.
The Opposition received
full briefings on the pro-
posed agency.

“We haven’t seen the prop-
ositions around that. I will
wait to see details before |
start commenting”

Mr Shorten’s office at-
tempted to play down the
blunder, suggestion the
Opposition Leader had not
heard the question prop-
erly.

The new force is the result
of a merger between the
Australian Customs and
Border Protection Service
and the Department of Im-
migration and Border Pro-
tection.

Immigration Minister Pe-

ter Dutton said the force
would secure Australia’s
borders.

“The Australian Border
Force will be the nation’s
primary border protec-
tion agency and will work
closely with officers from
the Department and part-
ner agencies to protect
Australia from those who
would seek to break our
laws or bring harm to our
community,” he said.

Mr Shorten again declined
to give a position about
whether Labor would sup-
port boat turnbacks if they
won office.

“Labor fundamentally
believes that this nation
should be compassionate
to genuine refugees,” he
said.

“That is why we’re sup-
porting regional resettle-
ment. We want to also
make sure that people
coming to Australia don’t
do so in manners which
are unsafe by paying crim-
inal people smugglers lots
of money to potentially
drown at sea.”

Mr Shorten and shadow
Immigration spokesman
Richard Marles later is-
sued a statement welcom-
ing the force.

“Labor congratulates
Commissioner Roman
Quaedvlieg and all the
personnel being sworn in
as part of the Australian
Border Force (ABF),” it
said.

“The ABF will play a cru-
cial role in ensuring the
integrity of Australia’s
borders.”

Abbott talks down same-sex vote

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott has talked down the
chance of a same-sex mar-
riage bill going to a vote.
Source: AAP

PRIME Minister Tony Ab-
bott says same-sex mar-
riage is an important issue
but it would be unusual for
a private member’s bill to
go to a vote in parliament.
LIBERAL MP Warren En-
tsch plans to bring to par-
liament in August a bill, co-
sponsored by Labor and
other MPs, to allow gay
marriage.

“I certainly accept it’s an
important issue on which
decent people can differ ...
(but) it’s quite unusual for
private member’s bills to
come on for debate and
vote in the parliament,” Mr

Abbott told reporters on
the NSW central coast on
Thursday.

Conservative cabinet min-
ister Eric Abetz says Aus-
tralia should not legalise
gay marriage because no
Asian country has adopted
marriage equality.

And Senator Abetz says
legalising gay marriage
would lead to polyamory
and argues issue should
be rejected out of hand
because Opposition Lead-
er Bill Shorten supports
change.

Two Liberal MPs have been
revealed as co-sponsors of
a multi-party private mem-
bers bill due to be intro-
duced into the Parliament
in August, meaning the is-
sue can finally come to a

BANKSTOWN PATIENTS HIT HARDEST
BY TONY ABBOTT’S SNEAKY GP TAX

Tony Abbott has introduced
a new GP Tax through the
back door. As of July 1 lo-
cal GPs will be $8.43 worse
off, forcing many doctors
to charge patients who are
currently bulk billed.

The freeze on Medicare re-
bates is the latest version
of the GP Tax which has
seen the Government at-
tempt to slug patients with
a $1 fee, a $5 fee a $20 fee
and now an $8.43 fee.

The Abbott Government
wants to make people in
Western Sydney pay more
to see a doctor — as the
Health Minister recently
made clear.

There are a lot of people
who attend a doctor, who
pay nothing who can afford
to pay a bit more and that's
where we have to land in
this discussion with the
medical profession.

Health Minister Sussan Ley,
3AW, 3 March 2015 “This
will discourage people

from going to the doctor.
By putting people off going
to the doctor it means that
sick people will just get
sicker,” Mr Clare said. “My
electorate, in Bankstown,
has the second high-
est bulk billing rate in the
country — 98.2% of visits to
the doctor in my electorate
are bulk billed. “This is the
case right across Western
Sydney. The top 10 bulk
billing electorates across
Australia are all in Western
Sydney.

“The Abbott Government
remains committed to de-
stroying Medicare - It’s an
attempt to end universal
healthcare in Australia and
create a two-tiered, Ameri-
can style health system,”
Mr Clare said.

“Medicare was created by
the Hawke Labor Govern-
ment and it means that ev-
eryone gets the health care
they need, not the health
care they can afford.”

head in the Liberal party-
room.

Many  Liberals  favour
change and want a free vote
but the conservative wing
of the party mobilised on
Thursday to warn the sup-
port required to pass any
bill into law does not exist
within the government.
Supporters of change say
Australia is now lagging
the rest of the world, with
comparable countries in-
cluding Britain, New Zea-
land, America and Ireland
all redefining marriage to
include gay couples.

But Senator Abetz ques-
tioned whether Australia
should instead be follow-
ing Asia on the issue.

“The Labor Party and other
journalists tell us time and
time again that we are liv-
ing in the Asian century,
tell me how many Asian
countries have redefined
marriage? ” Senator Abetz
said during an interview on
ABC radio.

He also lashed out at the
“bizarre” US Supreme
Court decision and plead-
ed for “some rationality
and balance back into the
debate”.

“Are we in the Asian centu-
ry or not? It’s amazing how
certain people try to pick
and choose in relation to

debates. All of the sudden
the United States, which is
usually condemned, is now
being celebrated on this
bizarre decision of a 5-4
decision in the Supreme
Court”

Appearing on Sky News a
short time later, Senator
Abetz described the push
for marriage equality as
“the latest fad”.

“If you undo the institution
of marriage by redefining
it for the latest movement
or the latest fad, you will
open the Pandora’s box,”
he said.

Senator Bernardi renewed
his warnings on Thursday
that gay marriage would
deny children what he said
is their right to a mother
and a father.

“If you are claiming this
is an issue of discrimina-
tion, who are you to dis-
criminate from you know,
commercial  surrogacy?
Aren’t you then denying
someone the opportunity
to have children or to enter
into private arrangements
in that capacity? ” he told
the ABC.

Senator Abeiz also op-
posed same-sex marriage
on the basis that it is sup-
ported by Mr Shorten.

He also slammed the Aus-
tralian media and said vot-
ers resented “unfair report-
ing” by journalists on the
issue.

COMMUNIT
BUILDING
PARTNERSHIP

2015
Y

Member for “electorate”,
“insert name” has an-
nounced that the NSW
Government  will once
again conduct the Commu-
nity Building Partnership
program in 2015.

The Program offers grant
funding for infrastructure
based projects that meet a
need in the local communi-
ty. Applications for funding
will be open from Monday
29 June - Friday 1 August
2015.

“Incorporated not-for-profit
community organisations
and local councils are once
again encouraged to apply
for funding to build and im-
prove facilities in the local

community,” “insert name”
said.

“This Program supports
the building, refurbishment
or enhancement of com-
munity infrastructure fa-
cilities that deliver positive
social, recreational and
environmental outcomes
for the community,” he/she
continued.

Applications can be made
via the Community Build-
ing Partnership website
(www.communitybuilding-
partnership.nsw.gov.au),
where potential applicants
can obtain additional in-
formation regarding the
program and the types of
projects that are eligible to
apply for funding.

The application period
closes at 5pm, Friday 1 Au-
gust 2015.
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