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I WATEHDIINE

ABN: 85 806 130 998

0415 620 150

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel - D2 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

Finess
Apco 20L

S gt Aot

Dulux Wash & Wear 15 L $165
Dulux Weathershield 15L.  $175
20 L. From $98

$110

Taubmans Endure 15L
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196

$165
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jh i.u Aless TPS Securi f}r

Master License No: 409566317

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken

promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for

change!

At IPS Security we value our employess and know that

they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahaays looking for
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.

Ewvery IPS Security employee contributes to ouwr

continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for

excellence.

IPS Security requires gualified applicants for a variety of

positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be

suitable to join cur team you must

O

TTHVEY o4 ™

IPS
@ Security
(i
Baldadel ja
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= Hold a first Aid cerificate

J9sarg dadad e (Juild euz

= Hold a current Victorian Security Licence

= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty

@ =
= —_—— =

(Toufvw?g Dag Cbo\r(\

» Speak fluent English

= Hawve excellent presentation

= [Be reliable

We have the following security posifions available;
Crowd Comntrol
{Events)

- T A kB omd
- L= e ] L

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
8:00AM — 5:00PM
SATURDAY

9:00AM — 2:00PM :
& Play, T utarmg

Tel: 0406 990 029 *Learn

PATRICIA e and

0415535353 o J %’Grow...
2 Juliette Avenue, /fo®

“'gether
Punchbowl| NSW 2196

Long a{m; care -

» Available 7 daysiighis

B

Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicanis need not apphy
Mo recruitment companies -
Victoria Licence Number: T74-201-105 ) 'MI e EE

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad) @ Buesg
1 Email: employment@ipssecurity.com_au r

Aiglige 5 p>

Ages 6 months - §
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Australia Phone ﬂarlls
alodly gud!

31 Jlail clillay gloil gras Ll a>g) y
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We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 wiﬁ‘“_! ng'

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Free measure and quote
33l o il
:‘é M| e [ghadl

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents
Park NSW 2143

Fast
Blinds

*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

deilows 6

Spalll w @Silzl amad
sl yigualy bl ydgdgl
PERPRPSWON SRR NN
0414552715

2 O yhasad 3303 galad
Magic Dr1v1ng School
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0419979499 - Juaisy
B G

Glass & Glazing
For all your glazing needs

g lllg U3l ZLr3I eSS (0 @SSP s5biad
AT WIRE - FPIE I ]
*Shower screens™ Tables tops™* Splash

J

Lic: 185750C

Back* Frameless Glass
G pig o] calg219 * ool
oLl QLS a0 ol - dwaibne 8 sy
0408 888 777 sk = Juaddl
0404 015 551

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 () y ) I3

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 284
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au
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www.alankabout.com

\_ J

J

artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director

0410 606 786

arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
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124 Highland Ave
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L Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042 |
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LOUIS VALENTINO i ki

F
PORCELLANATO [JET Rt

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers Trades Centre;
22 / 24 Anzac St

Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

[ ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! L3S w &5 i 0 gilidliw 393 giuddBld $od O
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > Lz slgiSilly Eubaill dusl 34 J Sgius il dadlull

borcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly ommddighly oailiadl Il & sdilae aaiig (ke 394
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibisdl 3935 ducgidl (v desdis G2y e o WSpd
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadluy ol g mmdigd 9

ilgie LS HLLI pguitlg Juadly Juelais

LOULS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MADEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO Frofesioncs Tlliﬂg EQUiDmeni ADHESIVES * SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING|
Ba AQUASEAL

Stone, Tile & Concrete Solutions

I >
E=3SOUDAL ~ 77V EX

TJAI.! TY 1 AID

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers
Smm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll

And much much more

:Algded | B gl

(Showroom) yaydl dla
We also hold a0 G Llua A e (e daad| i (il e
° Davco . “..).g.h.ﬂ
. ASA Bostic el aay § i lua 4 (e Cudl
. Mapei (Trades Centre) § kil 3 i
. Novatex el day 0 i lua T (e danad| i il (e - - —
\° Ardex reladl aas § o lua T (e Casd| QL&H A Guadly dnsliil LUDJ




the nuddle east

Page 23 Saturday 23 May 2015 2 ,"_.HE B'-D,’ YN0y YY YY diua
s
b gl d . i g 81y g
naﬁ “9 e 'Y 3
Wagdlg yaidl ok
- T g sl Ubﬁﬁﬂ (o
R Jleall sl
alilgall &l B . . fers
FYES AL aglall (ieg 9“:.L“ﬂ /¢!
MLMLMJTLAJS 9 u“ )L o ‘;‘|.s ;ll
& 5 o9 . {
d8lan "2iga 9" d.a_|95.| ‘:?9 ;).%i.\.” ) 6)‘?
siuld < L3 o
o pati ol pelid Jokli o9,
sjaal  da jall LaoS A aall dauadll 1ala
YA JERE R ‘ F gt 9 tL\_n Ly a o nlS L
o s il o Oy s ) o)
o9y Sl ALl 6,8l Gapalll Wl oS ki gl dad )= u-hSU-‘ 3 o
s ) .L"LC O Bagdaall d8ll Lle lgyie eaily lgeal uall o Yl Je h‘l—lﬂs 69‘-0——“-‘ )9
el LoliYly Al Lig Liug ¢
ngh' dj?" po oaSign Ol Baa Gl dhgugn Gl il Lasied s 9 )-C ‘ G
| 2 1 S h s Sold ae ‘*‘“;“L‘@:“.‘g‘fx ‘““,;ﬂ FAh ey salas s
5o o £ & s a2 UL
. &“‘i“ﬁ“"““ ol 9,_991;61 &8, all ulﬁg\s:,n v S b iy Igi 9 Plgall Sl x
|l gl s S gl ol oL G S HRu Aal A 8—“-‘4/9/
7ok S —_ Sl 6t Y Bals pliel apaly oolll sgesly Goldll juad
- a3 OL““‘”B “J}L‘“" ? Ba Al u;;_q Jala a.iius,iiﬁ asly il o Gl Uﬁ ‘5‘)""@59 ¢
| - SRl Lt A1 gk el 0l B Lt bigl g Lo

] il 8118 aeg
alalyinyl alug dwadll cassily duowdl 2lall G Al
Lapaic dax o lagyiel podll sguwll foall Jly, iy s
Ao ¥ il paial agdii s Al dan (09wl pulusg

(r9ola Ak

8 Gl

e
o

YY1 O | RPN | SUWEY K

abgyl—églmw)ha
o satie Jonall Gllpwdl AL Sl
é)‘..\.l.c
rel el Loy & jeds drussl jgedal oSiigeny
Olowi 0lgdg ues Jajds ¢ H9aie £y9n (Rugall dusy o
Laandy sLillg sgell o pawllig duige 488150 2a) 5,93l
(il yoang alla plgaVl
Lol pA8g uall ple Gaheas HgiSall S pall dalS L
clebus gl pelindl
tloas doalall deluall Y-30 / N/ 4 (A syl ellag
AN Glgiall Gle yell alaall deld (A
Level 2, 194 STACEY Street Bankstown
S )9ea3 Joli - dole Bgeall
(cibglally sLidlly 85adll drmadl (B i)
AL Gle gh alee HeiSalls JLaidl sl Al deal ol
AL Gle Gigin 7y ameadl gl s£)N0N4-NY
AR\ AT AR

95 Lgpicl udll aguall ouall Jla, hiw o)lily dasaall
JUPEES uﬁu lain JEg .agw¥l Laiall olxi & paiell o0
Flai o ol B el Hla Gle il (90,92
& Lis asly Hlahy elo Y& A%, Ly & paiell QLESE (0
"8 Al
gl o2 (1928 038 Jay 90 aBlgll (2 corsall Folaall 1
ple 92igS (A anall Fouw oo 958 sl clale il cliin
Gl o deila Al pal BLLST 6l Gl ogui,eg V4oL
S0l (b Loty adile Al uadill Galiell asyg dull s9ki
QLS gl daad ] anlSa JF_HI ald Gl Ll Skl
Omfiagally oLty
lS...«.L Clly cUJLJI 419..9...\ (\.Q..\A A a.w,.u daliag “‘9434
Gag) GLBI o (g Ball 92igS Algs oy HIS Lo WSlag
a_..lsbs l&.u.- L\9|

ﬁMalglMMMgmm)wmaym
M@de@d&cuwlmdmolgl#
Syl BiSis dolsl 0B Fowll By GLLAL" e
G plle 9oy (Lle ¥),ind punlid Jiigea 2 ou9900

Aaagiall Ldg)lS &¥g (o &y pudesill Laglssg il

pl58Y1 A plaiay s2islll il Janyl A8 g apeall IS
A" (R pand e GAR] gl il GILES,LAYL (0 9 029
N G Gollell "Liaglgag il

isfili &8,k ;a9 cBalall ailicls aulacly Loty Ligl and aeyg
oo sl cuily I aBkIA e i sl ol il cailud G
cuiln Il ogaliBly ¢ &8,L8Y1 ;s Jul8 sacg o AV pl 8N

S8 Gl gaaall gla)l @ Al Gl Laaiey . gl

arall g8 Jealgi Gle 8 sall Lty Ligh oSaiy ol aiage asy
Coi LS cailile la88 aey dagaall ailbin (A zleas¥l b
S aze dagall yipd o Loty Lgl culhy clagiy dblaall
B g Gl s Al G "I g, ey oAl Al
Dt Bpll 03 A ail Lot clyay ol aiSlg V4T pubat]

Ba Al

il (S0 Yl datll o Lai lasd olsl dhag Jol culs
Bladl (i jugng 90 pasll 33lg Leasy (aubll
AN Lpang iyad vl Laals Gl (6 5ilislis 294 o ud.\,as

pAN Gle Bhall Coall o mual Byl 858 sag
ooy ail dayal @aaell 38 mual SAll " Ga " iy 8y
Sy dipd des caba olaifer Laijgld e S
&9 Ard Gle T8l (pugugs S Eih basg cl) o
RAI JEGL 3] L Jeally aas L 9ag culilgaall &duan (A Al

FAT Gl JA3 calagl

64-°-“9 dun Al «_x|9LAA.|| Lalg
folet il d); QS B
Hhasion bl cul 8 g

G20 Balgl (o &Vl s //

o sl e
G Banadll LA L u.n\..

/7

).o.n.\ u.\b.o.lh U.ul‘ l‘l
RF Gygha B Jouad waly
s9llg da.u.aﬂ.ll tAL‘AA.«A L5L|.||

)ag-u-ag d.h.n Y L\.l‘
sl (A Banalll" Gl / ju/
gﬁﬂb

930 dlaa Gall
2 E

lael o 51 uadoll disduag

il a¥ge o (b
PR ol dal digi¥l ]

Folthas sall .
el Lyase Jhil AR
Tab A U8 (0 Giddng
g Ghge gl Jobla
AR 6 edn wils s el Ly
oYl pale o
el yalag




Page 24 Saturday 23 May 2015 Jyf'iﬁiﬁ%” Y10 byl YT ot Y ¢ doiua
OJgde

LYl s Ayl Head Office Melbourne
aeaznd | 425 LS Al Jglall (5 5 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062

Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500

Brisbane;
' 101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
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6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766
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Classica PL
12 Lincoln Street

East Brunswick VIC 3057
Tel: 03 9383 5222

Telopia Liquor Store
59 Adderton Road
Telopia NSW 2117
Tel: 02 9871 4295

ﬁ L
‘-ﬂ,ﬂ_r 43 Dless TPS Security “I‘“‘l'
Are you fed wp with your eurrent employer? Broken
mlsﬁhdiufrapaut.mappremahun‘?ﬂstlmhr IPS _l -
At IPS Security we mluemr EﬂpluyEEE and know that
business.
s 3 rpcy growg compary. we's sy boking o Security
" Every IPS Security employee contributes fo our | .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputafion for (JJ’_A'
excellence.
IPS 5 requires ified applicants for a variety of el
mﬁ?;ﬁymmum:mmmgm e Baldasl e
suitable fo join our team you must:
# Hold a first Aid certificate e
+ Hold a current Victorian Security Licence l:" ﬁhb
« Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty - .
# Speak fluent English Jhi—’ Hhﬂ?
+  Have excellent presentation PP (i WP |
# Be relishle -
We have the following security positions svailable; JI‘“"L." dualind|
Crowd Control .
(Events) Auadlie
# Ayailable T days/nights
Static positions deesk
Patrol positions
'We have full time, part time and casual positions - - .
ilable. 2.._.’3
meu5ﬁppl“-aln15medrmtipﬂy . Lot
N itment -
‘J‘intnnaqu:ce::lne l'hnﬂ:llp?;nd—mtiﬂs : 'd'“'" '!i' a8
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627 Wbl @ Gduat

] Email: employment@@ipssecurity com.au r

bl | G103 4z 99 3o 8L ond| dussugo

> Registered Migration Agent
R | MARN; 1174229
g% FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
| ON 0413 805 930.
Email: delhalabil @gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

g Gilaleatly daglaitl 7 19 el po pobamd podd

*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :0d 1 ke Jhai

3 gl 5 g ok 3 gl Cibllan e e b S e
0413805930 -8 s el B3 Fugasl
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Fairfax-Ipsos poll: Tony Abbott’s remarkable budget bounce

What a difference a year makes: Prime Minister Tony Abbott has come
under pressure to consider an early election this year to capitalise on
the public support while it is there. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Tony Abbott’'s Dbattle-
scarred government has
stormed back into conten-
tion on the back of a softer
and “fairer” federal budget
which has dissolved voter
anger, papered over last
year’s broken promises,
and increased the pros-
pects of an early election
in2015.

The result vindicates
those within the Liberal
partyroom who pushed
for a radical change of
direction away from hard-
line policies, and were
prepared to change lead-
ers if necessary to bring it
about

In a stunning reversal of
fortunes, the government
and the opposition are now
dead-even at 50/50 after
preferences and Mr Ab-
bott has shot into the lead
as the preferred choice as
prime minister ahead of
Labor’s Bill Shorten.

At A44/39, it is the first time
Mr Abbott has led on that
index since April 2014 —
that is, before the disas-
trous 2014 budget — and
the first time the govern-
ment has been in a po-
tentially election winning
position since February of
that year.

It comes after a 2015 bud-
get which was transpar-
ently designed to rebuild
shattered trust with mid-
dle-Australia by placat-
ing small businesses and
families and prioritising
electoral concerns over
worsening fiscal chal-
lenges.

In the first Fairfax-Ipsos
survey since that voter-

friendly economic blue-
print was handed down
on Tuesday, the Coali-
tion’s primary support
has jumped A percentage
points to a healthy 43 per
cent, while Labor’s prima-
ry vote has gone the other
way falling by 3 points to
be just 35 — a mere two
percentage points above
its 2013 nadir in which it
was hounded from office.

Mr Abbott’s approval rat-
ing has improved by 8
percentage points since
April to be sitting at mi-
nus 8 — only slightly lower
than Mr Shorten’s which
has worsened to be mi-
nus A.

The result vindicates
those within the Liberal
partyroom who pushed
for a radical change of
direction away from hard-
line policies, and were
prepared to change lead-
ers if necessary to bring it
about.

The more “political” sec-
ond budget all but oblit-
erated the excesses of
2014, playing down a
still active $80 billion cut
to states for schools and
hospitals over the next
decade, while dispens-
ing with planned pension
cuts from 2017, a harsh
six month waiting period
for the dole for under 30s,
and minimising other neg-
atives.

It also contained a $10 bil-
lion package for families
in the form of increased
childcare assistance, and
tax breaks for small busi-
ness, including a new
instant asset write-off of

100 per cent for all new
equipment purchases of
items up to a maximum of
$20,000.

Eight out of 10 voters
think the business con-
cessions are a good idea
and a surprisingly high
22 per cent say they will
personally use the provi-
sions.

But voters remain op-
posed to the plan to cut
Family Tax Benefits even
though the government
has made that a condi-
tion of the new childcare
spending.

Voters have given the bud-
get a solid tick of approv-
al, with more than half of
those polled (52 per cent)
declaring themselves sat-
isfied and a third of voters
saying they are not — 35
per cent, which is also the
same as Labor’s primary
vote base.

That gives the budget a
net satisfaction rating of
17 per cent —a marked im-
provement on last year’s
“toxic” budget which sin-
gle-handedly  skewered
the Abbott’s government’s
popularity, breaking trust
and propelling Labor into
a commanding lead.

The first budget achieved
a net satisfaction rat-
ing of minus 32 per cent
— the worst rating of any
budget survey by Fairfax
since 1996. And while last
year’s budget achieved an
abysmal fairness rating of
minus 30, budget 2015
has reversed that with a
rating in the positive of 19
per cent.

On a two-party-preferred
basis, using the flow of
preferences at the 2013
poll, the two sides are
now locked at 50/50. They
had been as low as 44/56
in Labor’s favour immedi-
ately after the 2014 bud-
get and had not achieved
parity or better at any time
since.

It represents a dramatic
post-budget lift in support
for the government which
had trailed A6/54 as re-

cently as last month.

The nationwide statisti-
cally weighted phone poll
of 1403 voters was taken
from Thursday, May 14 to
Saturday, May 16.

While the findings still
point to a 3.5 per cent
swing against the co-
alition compared to the
2013 election, it is the
best result for the Abbofit
government in more than
a year.

Mr Abbott has come un-
der some pressure to
consider an early election
this year to capitalise on
the public support while
it is there, rather than risk
support ebbing away.
Proponents of the early
election option say the
government has effective-
ly been forced into a pre-
election budget a whole
year earlier than planned
thanks to the depths of its
problems from last year.
They say therefore, that Mr
Abboit has limited scope
to offer any new spending
in the 2016 budget.

There are also fears that
some of the more heroic
economic forecasts used
to underpin the deficit
reduction path outlined
last week will have been
exposed as unrealistic by
late 2016 when the elec-
tion would fall due in any
event.

Both sides of politics are
furiously organising their
affairs in order to be ready
for an early election,
but are said to be some
months away from a state
of readiness.

Mr Shorten, who delivered
a heavily future-focused
budget reply speech on
Thursday which was criti-
cised for its lack of alter-
native savings measures,
begins a four-city budget
blitz from Monday taking
in Melbourne, Brisbane,
Adelaide and Sydney.

“It’s clear this year’s Bud-
get was last year’s Bud-
get re-packaged for an
election,” Mr Shorten told
Fairfax Media.

Planning for Western
Sydney’s First Interna-
tional Airport

P

AWESTERN SYDNEY
AEROTROPOLIS

Maximising the benefits of Badgerys Creek

Prepared by John D. Kasarda, Director, Center forAir Commerct

2113 26 96

Arab Bank Australia

Liverpooliuamna  [SYDNEY]

e, UNC Kenan-Flagler Businé:

The Sydney Business
Chamber, the Ilead-
ing advocate for the
Western Sydney Air-
port brought together
aviation and planning
experts, at the first
symposium on how
Sydney’s second
ternational airport will
work and how it can
transform the city.
David Borger, West-
ern Sydney Director of
the Sydney Business
Chamber said, “The
real opportunity for our
region is to use this
new airport to reshape
the industrial land-
scape of Western Syd-
ney and inspire new
companies to move to
the precinct surround-
ing the airport.”
Liverpool Mayor, Ned
Mannoun said, “Liv-
erpool is the Airport
City and Council has
strongly embraced the
airport announcement.
“Our CBDis strategical-
ly positioned between
Sydney’s two interna-
tional airports. We are
now readying our city
to harness this oppor-
tunity which will boost
our city centre and the
region’s economy.
“The airport is a true
game-changer for the
region and will be a
major catalyst for eco-

in-

2

nomic growth,” said
Councillor Mannoun.
Joe Rizk Managing Di-
rector & CEO of Arab
Bank Australia said,
“Sydney is in need of
a second airport for the
longer term, it will act
as a catalyst for devel-
opment in the region.
“Proper planning for
the new Airport will de-
liver a once in a lifetime
opportunity for the res-
idents and businesses
of Western Sydney, and
should place Western
Sydney in a position to
rival Eastern Sydney.
“Job opportunities will
follow and will pro-
vide the greater West
a boost in business
activities that will flow
through to important
infrastructure projects,
ensuring long term
prosperity for the re-
gion,” said Mr Rizk.
Plans for the new
Western Sydney Air-
port were discussed
amongst more than
350 delegates at the
Preparing for Take Off
conference at The Uni-
versity of Western Syd-
ney, Parramatta Cam-
pus on Friday May 1.

Media contact: David
Borger 0408 239 262
or Kate Bryant 0424
186 367
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New renewable energy target will mean
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Six billion dollars in in-
vestment in wind and solar
power will be lost as a re-
sult of a compromise deal
on the renewable energy
target, energy market ana-
lysts say.

Bloomberg New Energy
Finance says investment
in Australian projects will
fall from an expected $20.6
billion by 2020 to $14.7
billion after the Abbott
government and Labor
reached a deal to reduce
the target.

Monday’s agreement,
which came after more
than 12 months of politi-
cal gridlock, will slash the
original large-scale target
of 41,000 gigawatt hours
of annual renewable ener-
gy production by 2020 to
33,000 gigawatt hours.
Clean Energy Council chief
executive Kane Thornton
said the expected drop in
projects is “what we’ve
had to accept in order to
resolve this situation”.
“The industry was entirely
frozen. There was no new
investment if the situation
continued,” he said.

The government prompt-
ed the stalemate when it
launched a review of the
bipartisan scheme last
year, causing the sector a
loss of $2 billion as wind
and solar projects stalled
under a cloud of political
uncertainty.

It originally proposed cut-
ting the target to 26,000
gigawatt hours, while
Labor refused to go be-
low a figure of 35,000 to
39,000.

Bloomberg’s  Australian
head Kobad Bhavnagri
said the organisation fore-

$6 billion cut to inves

cast that investment by
2020 would be 29 per cent
lower under the new target
“but no resolution to the
impasse meant the indus-
try was uninvestable”.

He warned uncertainty
would linger despite the
deal as the drawn-out pro-
cess had demonstrated a
bipartisan “legislated poli-
cy can be changed. People
will continue to talk about
policy risk.”

The government and Labor
reached the compromise
in Melbourne on Mon-
day after the government
agreed to drop a proposal
to continue reviewing the
target every two years.
Instead, the Clean Energy
Regulator will publish an
annual statement showing
progress toward the target
and any impact on elec-
tricity prices.

Minutes after the deal was
reached, the opposition’s
environment spokesman
Mark Butler declared La-
bor would increase the
2020 target if it wins the
next election and said La-
bor had begun talks with
industry about “a bold,
ambitious plan” for Aus-
tralian renewable energy

beyond 2020.
Industry  Minister  lan
Macfarlane said “we’re

pleased to have brought
this to a conclusion” and
the government was look-
ing forward to the clean
energy sector “getting out
there and meeting a target
which means they have to
build more renewable en-
ergy generation in the next
five years than they’ve
built in the last 15”.

Legislation to go to Parlia-

tment. analysts

\ ~'-.

ment next week will still
contain a plan to allow the
burning of native timber to
count towards the renew-
able energy target.

Labor, the Greens and the
industry oppose this but
the government hopes
to pass the change with
support from the Senate
crossbench.

Mr Thornton said restora-
tion of bipartisan support
would unlock the sec-
tor and some new proj-
ects would get underway
quickly.

But others could take sev-
eral months as businesses
that had made cuts re-es-
tablished themselves.

“It has been a tough 15
months, but this develop-
ment will be a huge weight
off the shoulders of the
20,000 people working in
the industry,” he said.

The Australian Industry
Group said the compro-
mise “will lift the cloud
on the renewables sector,
give a second wind to en-
ergy users, and restore a
bedrock of policy certainty
for business.”

But the deal wasn’t wel-
comed by all.

The Greens said the cut
was “irresponsible from
an environmental, eco-
nomic and health perspec-
tive”, while Greenpeace
and the Australian Conser-
vation Foundation labelled
it “backwards” on climate
policy and a win for big
polluters.

The Australian Solar Coun-
cil said 33,000 gigawatt
hours “is a bad deal” and
there was no argument
that supported reducing
the target.

Labor not surprised by response

to budget

Opposition Leader Bill Shorten

LABOR isn’t surprised Joe
Hockey’s second budget
has received a positive re-
sponse given that his first
effort was “as popular as
typhoid”.

FOCUS group testing of
swinging voters shows the
treasurer’s second budget
imposes less direct pain
and proves government
ministers had learnt their
lesson.

Labor frontbencher Jason
Clare said the findings did
not surprise him.

“Last year’s budget was
as popular as typhoid, so
anything compared to that
looks good,” he told Sky
News on Wednesday.
Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten says the research
proves Labor had been do-
ing its job by forcing the
government to drop unfair
budget measures.

“From the 2014 budget,
Labor has been success-
ful in defeating a lot of
the unfairness - | can’t be
disappointed if Labor has
been successful,” he told
5AA radio in Adelaide on
Wednesday.

“But this budget is a hoax
- it doesn’t deal with big is-
sues of the future.”
Post-budget opinion polls
have also swung in the
government’s favour while
consumer confidence has
bounced.

Shadow treasurer Chris
Bowen will use his tradi-
tional post-budget reply
speech on Wednesday to
warn that tax breaks on
superannuation will soon
outstrip the age pension

as one of the biggest bur-
dens on the budget and ar-
gue they need to be scaled
back.

But Mr Abbott was quick to
criticise an attempt by La-
bor to fill its potential bud-
get blackhole should they
ever win government.

“The Labor party should
... stop seeing Australian’s
super as a piggy bank that
they can raid whenever
they are in trouble,” he told
reporters in Brisbane.

Mr Abbott continues to
spruik the private sector

stimulus of small business
tax cuts and a $20,000 in-
stant asset write-off.

The budget was the kind
that coalition governments
“live to produce”, he told
the Queensland Chamber
of Commerce over break-
fast.

The Australian Taxation
Office has warned busi-
nesses taking advantage
of the instant asset write-
off to make sure they keep
careful records when they
make a claim.

Business Council Of Aus-
tralia chief Jennifer Westa-
cott says while the budget
was “clearly political”, it
included some positive
measures which business
leaders should support to
help smooth its passage
through the Senate.

“We need to speak as one
voice on the need to get
this budget passed,” she
told a business conference
in Sydney.

Shorten slams Abbott flips on iron ore

OPPOSITION Leader Bill
Shorten has all but dis-
missed the idea of Labor
supporting an inquiry into
the iron ore industry.

THE government is con-
sidering setting up a joint
select committee of parlia-
ment to look at the reasons
behind the sharp drop in
prices for Australia’s big-
gest export, which has had
a huge impact on the fed-
eral budget.

But the prospects of Labor
backing the idea have fal-
tered, with Mr Shorten on
Wednesday describing it
as another “Prince Philip”
moment for Prime Minister
Tony Abbott.

Mr Abbott - who last week
backed an inquiry but has
been stepping back on it
since then - faced public rid-
icule and questions about
his judgment from within
the Liberal Party when he
decided to award a knight-
hood to Prince Phillip.

“I think Tony Abbott is hav-

ing a Prince Philip moment
when it comes to iron ore,”
Mr Shorten told 5AA radio
on Wednesday.

If the government was con-
cerned about the big iron
ore producers misusing
their market power then
the Australian Competition
and Consumer Commis-
sion should be called in to
investigate, he said.

“I’m skeptical at this point
about what this iron ore
price inquiry would solve,”
Mr Shorten said.

“Tony Abbott needs to pick
one position and stick to
it and tell us what is going
on.”

Mr Shorten said he was
concerned about the shed-
ding of jobs in the industry
and what the government
planned to do to find new
areas of employment.

He was also worried Aus-
tralia’s iron ore competitors
could benefit from the “in-
stability” being generated
by the government.




Page 37

Saturday 23 May 2015

the nuddle east

I

Y10yl YY G

YV iodua

NEWS

Chris Bowen puts carbon tax back in
play for Labor

Shadow treasurer Chris Bowen said a price on carbon remained central to Labor’s platform. Photo: Alex
Ellinghausen

Shadow treasurer Chris
Bowen has ruled out reviv-
ing Labor’s unsuccessful
and politically corrosive
mining tax under a future
Shorten Labor govern-
ment but has committed
the ALP to putting a fully
formed carbon pricing
policy before voters at the
next election.

The policy on carbon pric-
ing, which is likely to be-
gin with a floating market-
set price without a fixed
price period, will none-
theless hand the Abbott
government a politically
fertile line of attack on the
ALP over the incendiary
carbon tax issue.
Clarifying  his party’s
stance on the two taxes
that together helped Tony
Abbott win the 2013 elec-
tion, Mr Bowen said the
world had changed since
2010, rendering a mining
super-profits tax no lon-
ger relevant.

“With commodities prices
the way they are, a mining
tax is not on our agenda,”
he told the National Press
Club during the traditional
shadow treasurer’s post-
budget address.

However, a price on car-
bon remained central to
the ALP’s platform.

“We continue to believe
firstly that climate change
is real,” he said.
“Secondly, that it’s caused

by humankind and thirdly,
the best way of dealing
with it is a price on car-
bon. We continue to be-
lieve that, and that will be
reflected in our detailed
policy that we announce
and seek a mandate to
implement.”

The declaration means the
political fight at the next
election will in some sens-
es be a carbon copy of the
carbon-dominated 2013
race after Prime Minister
Tony Abbott managed
to abolish Labor’s fixed-
price scheme last year.
Labor’s clarification of
the two controversial
and divisive taxes came
as Mr Bowen committed
the opposition to waving
through some $2.4 Dbil-
lion in government bud-
get measures including
the abolition of the nearly
$20,000 tfax-free thresh-
old on foreign backpacker
earnings, the abolition of
the large-family bonus,
the government’s pro-
vaccination no-jab-no-pay
policy, tighter work-relat-
ed car expenses deduc-
tion methods and the re-
moval of the special lower
taxation zone for fly-in-fly-
out workers.
Healso said Labor planned
to fight the next election
onsuperannuation, saying
the Abbott government’s
second budget showed

tax concessions on super
earnings had become the
fastest growing tax con-
cessions and someone
had to start winding them
back.

He said super tax conces-
sions were estimated to
grow to $50.6 billion in
2018-19, up from $29.7
billion in 2014-15, at an
average annual growth
rate of 14.3 per cent.

The government’s recent
budget shows the cost
of the aged pension will
be $50.4 billion in 2018-
19, up from $41.6 billion
in 2014-15, at an average
annual growth rate of just
4.9 per cent.

“This is exactly why the
earnings concession on
superannuation is the
fastest growing tax con-
cession in the federal
budget,” Mr Bowen said.
“That rate of growth
dwarfs the increase in
the scale of age pension
costs.”

“I read that Tony Abbott
wants to make superan-
nuation an election issue.
Bring it on. Labor is al-
ways delighted to fight an
election on superannua-
tion, one of our proudest
creations,” he said.

The shadow
said Labor planned to put
the ideas and needs of
entrepreneurs at the cen-
tre of economic policy-

treasurer

making because they will
be key to future economic
growth.

If elected, Labor would
create a “regular and for-
mal mechanism”, called
the Treasurer’s Entrepre-
neurial Council, through
which entrepreneurs
could have a direct line of
communication with Trea-
sury and the Treasurer’s
office, he said.

It would help to keep the
interests of entrepreneurs,
and the ever-changing
challenges they face, at
the forefront of Treasury’s
mind.

Speaking on Wednesday,
Mr Abboit said Labor
needed to understand
that superannuation ac-
counts were full of money
that people had earned
themselves, rather than
being full of government
money.

“There is a world of differ-
ence between tax-funded
benefits and people’s own
savings,” Mr Abbott said.
“Yes, superannuation
is tax-advantaged. Still,
you’ve got to make the
money and put it aside in
your super account, so it’s
your money ... the Labor
Party should wake up to
the fact that superannua-
tion savings belong to the
people who worked hard
to accumulate those sav-
ings and they should stop
seeing Australians’ super
as a piggy bank that they
can raid whenever they
are in trouble.”

In the lead-up to Ilast
week’s budget, Mr Abbott
upgraded the Coalition’s
promise to make “no ad-
verse changes” to super-
annuation in this term of
government to making no
changes in the future.

It formed part of the gov-
ernment’s plan to differ-
entiate itself from Labor,
which the Coalition wants
to brand as the party of
high taxes.

Federal budget 2015: side-effect means
sickest patients are to pay more for drugs

Some of Australia’s sickest
people will pay more each
year for their medicines due
to a little-noticed change in
last week’s federal budget.

Health Minister Sussan Ley
on Monday announced an
agreement with the Phar-
macy Guild which she said
would deliver “cheaper,
more affordable medicines
for consumers”, partly be-
cause pharmacies will have
the option of cutting the pa-
tient contribution by $1 per
script.

However, from January the
government proposes to in-
crease the amount patients
have to pay each year be-
fore they qualify for free or
more heavily discounted
scripts under the Pharma-
ceutical Benefits Scheme
safety net.

Currently, after general pa-
tients spend $1453.90 in
a year on PBS medicines,
they get further scripts for
the rest of that year for
$6.10 each. Under the bud-
get proposal, this thresh-
old will be increased by 10
per cent each year for four
years, in addition to index-
ation in line with the con-
sumer price index, eventu-
ally adding several hundred
dollars to the amount pa-
tients must spend before
qualifying for relief.

The threshold for conces-
sional patients, currently
$366, will increase by two
scripts each year for four
years, so that by 2019 they
will be paying for eight
more prescriptions a year
before qualifying for free
scripts.

The safety net changes are
part of a bill currently be-
fore the Senate which the
government estimates will
save more than $1 billion
over four years. The bill
also includes proposals to
increase the patient contri-
bution for general patients
by $5 a script and for con-
cessional patients by 80¢ a
script.

With Labor and the Greens
opposed to the changes,
the government will need
to secure crossbench sup-
port to get them through

the upper house.

On Monday Ms Ley dis-
tanced herself from the
proposal to increase PBS
patient contributions, de-
scribing it as “a separate
measure linherited from the
last budget”, and stressing
the $1 discount and other
measures to make medi-
cines cheaper would not be
contingent upon the pro-
posal.

She said her focus was on
delivering a new package
of measures which would
“balance the need for con-
sumers to have affordable
access to medicines now
with the need to fund new
drugs in the future”.

It is understood while Ms
Ley remains committed to
finding savings to offset
the cost of new drug list-
ings, she is considering
alternatives to the increase
to patient contributions.
Consumers Health Forum
chief executive officer Le-
anne Wells said the pro-
posals to make patients
pay more for drugs were
“a concern for consumers,
particularly the chronically
i,

“This direction is at odds
with the government’s re-
form proposals aimed at
resetting Medicare, particu-
larly to improve care for the
chronically ill,” she said.
Greens leader Richard Di
Natale accused the gov-
ernment of being “intent
on balancing the budget
on the back of the sick and
vulnerable”.

“You don’t improve health
by shifting costs onto pa-
tients,” he said.

Labor health spokeswom-
an Catherine King said the
proposal “exposed” Ms
Ley’s promises of cheaper
medicines as “a lie”.

“If the minister is serious
about making medicines
‘more affordable for con-
sumers’ she must aban-
don the hike in the costs
of prescriptions and her
cruel plan to force pension-
ers with the greatest health
needs to spend even more
on their essential medi-
cines,” she said.
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Centrelink leaves 26 million calls unanswered

Nearly a quarter of the 51
million phone calls made
to Centrelink last year
went unanswered, accord-
ing to a new report by the
Australian National Audit
Office.

Australians spent 143
years waiting in vain to
speak to Centrelink in
2013-2014, before simply
hanging up, the auditors
calculated.

About 13.1 million calls
did not even make it to the
point of being put on hold,
after they were blocked or
received a “busy signal”.

Another 13 million of the
calls that did manage to
get into the system were
“abandoned”, with the
callers getting tired of
waiting to speak to an
operator, the Audit of the
Department of Human
Service’s “Smart Centre”
system found.

Lengthy waits for Cen-
trelink telephones to be
answered is the number
one complaint against the
welfare agency, and the
audit found the problem
growing much worse.
Average waiting times
have blown out dramati-
cally from just over 3
minutes and 5 seconds in
2010-2011 fo nearly 11
minutes 2013-2014.

The auditors blamed a
dwindling number of pub-
lic servants answering
telephones, the “perfor-
mance and reliability” of
other customer service
channels and a much
lower proportion of calls
being blocked before they
entered the system.

The Auditor’s reported
that the “average” wait
time that Centrelink re-
ported to the government
of nearly 11 minutes did
not reflect the true experi-
ence of many customers,
with 30 per cent waiting
on hold for 30 minutes or
more before their inquiry
was answered.

On the positive side, the
Auditor-General’s  office
acknowledged that the
department was making
progress in revamping
its customer service and
moving tens of millions
of transactions each year
online.

But the auditors ques-
tioned why the giant de-
partment could not follow
the lead of other govern-
ment agencies, like the
Tax Office, and give call-
ers a more realistic idea
of how long they might be
waiting.

“Of the 56.8 million calls
made to Centrelink 1800
or 13 telephone numbers
in 2013-14, 43.1 million
calls were able to enter
the network while 13.7
million calls were unable
to enter the network, that
is, the calls were blocked
and the callers heard the
‘busy’ signal,” the report
says.

“Of the 43 million calls in
2013-14 that were able to
enter the network, around
45 per cent were answered
by a service officer and
around a quarter were re-
solved in the interactive
voice response system.”
But the audit office esti-
mated the remaining 30
per cent, about 12.9 mil-

lion phone calls,
simply abandoned.
In its defence, Human
Services said that it must
work with the resources it
is allocated and estimated
it would need to hire 1000
new public servants, at
an annual cost of $100
million, to bring average
waiting times down to five
minutes.

But the auditors found
the department’s perfor-
mance did not stack up
well against that of other
departments.

“The current target does
not provide a clear indica-
tion of the wait times Cen-
trelink telephone custom-
ers can generally expect,
due to the distribution of
actual wait times around
the ‘average’. Centrelink
customers also continue
to experience high levels
of call blocking and call
abandonment, which can
further impact on the cus-
tomer experience,” the re-
port says.

Community and Public
Sector Union national
secretary Nadine Flood
said the report’s findings
showed job cuts amid ris-
ing demand had put pres-
sure on staff and impacted
services.

“This is what years of
so-called efficiency divi-
dends that cut jobs looks
like — longer wait times for
clients and more stress
for the staff who are on
the receiving end of frus-
trated clients waiting lon-
ger.”

Ms Flood said almost5000
jobs had been slashed
from the department’s
call centres and in-face
service centres over five
years, as staff answered
roughly three million extra
calls a year.

“It’s unacceptable and it’s
high time that the govern-
ment and Human Services
fund agencies like Cen-
trelink properly to allow
staff to do the job to the
level the community ex-
pects.”

were

Jihadist fighters ‘risk Australian citizenship’

Second-generation  Austra-
lians involved in terrorism
face being stripped of their
citizenship, along with dual
nationals, as part of the Ab-
bott government’s efforts
to tighten national security
laws.

The Australian understands
the government is examin-
ing ways to revoke or sus-
pend the citizenship of hate
preachers and foreign fight-
ers, including Australians
who have one or both parents
born overseas, in a bid to
tackle the growing threat of
homegrown jihadists.

The government is actively
considering whether it would
be possible to strip them of
their Australian citizenship,
forcing them to take out citi-
zenship in the country of their
parents’ birth.

The government would need
to be satisfied that these
people would not be rendered
stateless.

National security agencies
are watching a large number
of radicalised second-genera-
tion Australians.

Tony Abbott flagged moves to
deal with Australian citizens
involved in terrorism, as well
as developing amendments
to the Citizenship Act to re-
voke or suspend the citizen-
ship of dual nationals, in his
national security address in
February.

The Border Force Counter-
Terrorism Unit has helped
stop 288 passengers leaving
the country over the past nine
months.

All were deemed a national
security risk and included
foreign fighters, jihadi brides
and those involved in financ-
ing terrorism.

Immigration Minister Peter
Dutton said yesterday there
was a “determination by the
government to keep our pop-
ulation as safe as we possibly
can, particularly with the cur-
rent threats, particularly given
the amount of radicalisation
that is taking place in back
rooms, in kids’ bedrooms”.
“All of that information is be-
ing provided over the inter-
net,” Mr Dutton told The Aus-
tralian.

“It means that we have to re-
spond to the current threat.
It's hard for me to walk down
the street without people say-
ing: ‘Why do we allow these

people to come back into
the country if they are going
off to fight in a foreign land?
Why do we allow them to re-
turn to Australia even more
radicalised to do harm to us
here?’”

The government has been
drawing on the experience
of Britain, which has had a
tougher appro-ach to citi-
zenship for almost a decade.
“There have been a number of
cases there where they have
decided to remove citizen-
ship, so it is a timely debate
for our country to have,” Mr
Dutton said.

“I think most Australians
would want the government
to give proper consideration
to a very serious issue still
with the underlying principle
remaining very important, and
that is not to render people
stateless.”

Under the Australian Citizen-
ship Act, the minister has the
power to revoke citizenship.
Most cases involve people
who are convicted of a “seri-
ous offence” carrying a “se-
rious prison sentence” or
if they serve in the “armed
forces of a country at war with
Australia”.

Australians fighting with Is-
lamic State do not fit into this
category because the terror-
ist group is not a state.

The government wants to
modernise the citizenship
laws to deal with Australians
going to Syria or other terror-
ist zones and taking up arms
with jihadis.

Any changes to citizenship
rules will retain the power to
revoke citizenship as a minis-
terial discretion.

“Some of the critics, like the
Australian Greens, would say
there should be a conviction
for terrorism before revoca-
tion is considered but the re-
ality is nobody would ever be
captured by that regime,” Mr
Dutton said.

“If somebody is off fighting in
Syria or blowing up journal-
ists in Paris or killing police
officers in Toronto, the real-
ity is that not in all of those
cases would there be a con-
viction.

“Particularly in the Middle
East where we rely on intel-
ligence, not law-enforcement
information, there needs to be
the capacity for discretion be-
cause in some cases the min-

ister of the day wouldn’t want
to apply the revocation for na-
tional security reasons.”

He said if it was “codified and
mandated that people should
lose their citizenship, if for ex-
ample there was a conviction
of terrorism, well | think that
is a more dracon-ian power
than what they are proposing
here”.

Mr Dutton said the govern-
ment would continue to work
with the Islamic community.
“We work now with the Is-
lamic leaders and we identify
radical threats,” the Immigra-
tion Minister said.

“We want to work even more
closely with them in regards
to any proposed changes
around citizenship.”

Any changes to citizenship
rules would not target specif-
ic ethnic or religious groups
and would be solely targeted
at those who are involved in
terrorism.

“As we’ve seen in the Middle
East and as we’ve seen in
other parts of the world, these
radicals blow up Muslims
the same as they do people
of Christian and Hindu back-
grounds,” Mr Dutton said.
The Prime Minister has
warned that any Australian ji-
hadists disillusioned with life
in Syria could expect arrest,
prosecution and jail if they re-
turned to Australia.

The Australian revealed earli-
er this week that at least three
suspected Australian jihadis
were in secret talks with the
government about returning
home.

The citizenship changes be-
ing considered would not
affect Australians born here
with Australian parents.
Influential backbencher and
government deputy whip
Andrew Nikolic wrote in The
Australian yesterday that he
wanted to see tougher action
taken against Australian-born
citizens who followed the “si-
ren song of transnational ter-
rorism”’.

Mr Dutton said: “It is a privi-
lege to be an Australian citizen
even by birth and if people are
involved in terrorist activities
the government is examining
what options might be avail-
able in terms of suspension
of privileges such as social
security, such as voting and
other entitlements of govern-
ment.”
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