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ORI WAlEHDLINE

ABN: 85 806 130 998

0415 620 150

Unit 4,

1350 Canterbury Rd

Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel

: 02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

Apco 20 L

Dulux Wash & Wear
Dulux Weathershield 15 L  $175
20 L From $98

S gt Aot

$110

Taubmans Endure 15L $165
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196

15 L $165
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Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -

michael.k@nationalre.com.au

‘Brunch at The Hamptons’ for
Cancer care

Arab Bank Australia and
George Khouzame Group
are hosting a special
event this Wednesday
morning in support of the
incredible work happen-
ing at Westmead’s Crown
Princess Mary Cancer
Centre.

Hosted by Maureen Rizk
the wife of Arab Bank
Australia’s MD & CEO Joe
Rizk, the sold-out event is
themed as ‘Brunch at The
Hamptons’.

“The Crown Princess
Mary Cancer Centre at
Westmead is doing in-
credible work caring for
the people of Greater
Western Sydney and be-
yond” Maureen Rizk said.
“Our ‘Brunch at The
Hamptons’ event is an
important way we can
raise funds for the Centre
as well as an opportunity
for many of us to share
a meal together ahead
of Mother’s Day on Sun-
day”.

Wednesday’s eventis pre-
sented by two of Greater
Western Sydney’s most
prominent
Arab Bank Australia
and George Khouzame
Group. Of particular sig-
nificance is the proximity
of this event to the one
year anniversary of the
passing of The Late Mr
George Khouzame OAM
this month, a much loved
member of the Lebanese
community.

“We’re very grateful to the
great people who have
organised this event and
who are attending” said
Westmead Medical Re-
search Foundation CEO
Belinda Szafraniec.

“We believe caring for
people who are sick is
a whole of community
responsibility, and this
lunch is a beautiful dem-
onstration of people com-
ing together for others in
need”.

If you would like to sup-
port the incredible work

businesses,

H

happening at the Crown
Princess Mary Cancer

Centre, visit www.wmrf.
org.au today.
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LOUIS VALENTINO T

’

PORCELLANATO [t i

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers Trades Centre;
22 | 24 Anzac St

Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

 ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! L3S w &5 i 0 gilidliu 393 gl Bld $od
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > Lz slsiSilly Embaill dusl 34 Jo Sgims il dadkull

borcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly mmddighly oailiadl Il & sdilae aaiig (ke 34
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibiadl 3935 ducgidl (v desdis G233 e o LSpd
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadlu ol 9 il

ilgie LS HLLI pguitlg Juadly Juelais

LOULS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MADEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO Frofesioncs Tlliﬁg Equipmeni ADHESIVES * SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

B AQUASEAL - I >
L Taatises rnovaltex

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll . el B ai

And rr?uch much more iplosdl <y
{(Showroom) yaydl dla

We also hold M 0 i lua A (o daead| i ¥l e

° Davco . “..).g.h.ﬂ
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ROETTREIATTINEJE D INER SRS
QLY pe adyeidtg Head Office Melbourne

aosaznt| 4G5 LlwaS) Alyglatl Wy 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062
Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
s Adelaide
IR S O T 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

' e 2 Perth:

68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

Lot | i (} ST O (it 9d 9ot ) Aitsnits 0

Pizza - Pasta - 0339l pollan b danall lgsrlial
MM'Q@AM|MMUSLAL;O~

Steak - Seafood 3, ., cistgsle - clalio - Gasls - (3

®

vo O dutguaitd | doiald| ‘339.\.4 YR} {IRILY

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adllal .. dead>
VIC 3053 e 1Lty (s 8 Jeilor ot 93 geid | kit 39
Ph 03 9347 1630 aiS 0| il 3| ST (0

Fax 03 9348 1112 ‘e; ull 38 g
Www.totospizzahou
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Make it a lebanese summer
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Ken Willson
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Classica PL
12 Lincoln Street

East Brunswick VIC 3057
Tel: 03 9383 5222

Telopia Liquor Store " . 5
55 Adderton Road e L 9‘4-!)' 0 ga JS ikt
Telopia NSW 2117

Tel: 02 9871 4295
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employer?
promises, hd-:ufrﬁmd.mappremhun‘?ﬂstlmhr
At IPS Security we mluemr EﬂpluyEEE and know that

they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company. we're shways looking for
I'E-""""E, u.u-ll -—.nluu-i E"d ..-.-.--II F--H.I-J-l'l.‘\ll.l-l =-_.--E.-.-I- wem e

Ewvery IPS Security employee contfributes fo our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputafion for

excellence.
IPS Security qualified applicants for a variety of

requires
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable fo join our team you must:

# Hold a first Aid cerificate
+ Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
« Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty

# Speak fluent English
= Hawve excellent presentation

# Be reliable

We hawe the following security positions available;
Crowd Control

[Events)
= HIEA cerificate
# Ayailable T days/nights
Static positions
Patrol positions
'We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Ho recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Mumber: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627
Email: employment@@ipssecurity com.au
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¥/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
2 Registered Migration Agent
ha MARN; 1174229
® FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\! CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

g Gilaleatly daglaitl 7 19 el po pobamd podd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :0d i ko Jhai

3 gl 5 g ok 3 gl Cibllan e e b S e
0413805930 -8 1 (s el B3 Gl
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Federal budget2015: Aimost50 per cent of mums to

&

Treasurer Joe Hockey

Almost 80,000 new moth-
ers will lose some or all of
their government parental
leave payments in a move
slammed by a key consul-
tant for the paid paren-
tal leave scheme as “the
mother of all insults”.
Treasurer Joe Hockey
made the surprise an-
nouncement on Mother’s
Day, as the Abbott gov-
ernment revealed its hew
childcare package ahead
of Tuesday’s budget.
The move represents a
stunning turnaround from
the government that less
than six months ago was
still promising to pro-
vide six months of paid
parental leave for fami-
lies, under Mr Abbott’s
now-dumped “signature”
policy.
It will see almost half of
new mothers lose access
to the full $11,500 avail-
able under the federal
government’s existing
scheme from July 2016.
Currently, mothers can
access parental leave pay-
ments both from the mod-
est government scheme
and from their employer,
if their workplace has one.
The government scheme,
introduced by Labor in
2011, provides 18 weeks
of leave at the minimum
wage to primary care giv-
ers earning $150,000 a
year or less.
But Mr Hockey told Chan-
nel Nine on Sunday that
current arrangements
enabled new mothers to
double dip.
“We are going to stop that
You cannot get both
parental leave from your
employer and from tax-

payers.”

The Treasurer said the
cut would save nearly $1
billion over four years,
but added there was “no
specific figure” on how
many people would be
hit. Prime Minister Tony
Abbott also declined to
give a specific figure dur-
ing his press conference
in Sydney.

“I just want to stress the
fairness element,” he
said.

Mr Abbott told reporters
in Sydney that he was
a big supporter of paid
parental leave, but for a
“whole host of reasons”
the government had de-
cided “the time was not
right for the fullness of
the policy that we took to
the last election”.

Figures later supplied
by the government show
that AT per cent of eligible
mothers are expected
to lose out from the new
measure.

About 21 per cent of new
mothers - about 45,000
women a year - will have
access only to a partial
government payment be-
cause they have some
employer  entitlements,
which are less than the
government scheme.
About 20 per cent of
mothers - about 34,000
women a year - are esti-
mated to lose the govern-
ment support entirely, as
their workplace scheme
is more than the govern-
ment scheme.

Meanwhile, more than
50 per cent of mothers -
about 90,000 women a
year - are due to be unaf-
fected as they do not have

lose government paid parental leave entitlements

2%

an employer-provided pa-
rental leave payment.

A member of the expert
panel evaluating the ex-
isting paid parental leave
scheme, Sydney Univer-
sity professor of employ-
ment relations Marian
Baird, said the proposed
changes were “the moth-
er of all insults” especial-
ly on Mother’s Day.
Professor Baird said the
scheme was designed to
allow women to “comple-
ment” their employer
scheme with the govern-
ment’s one.

“This really undermines
the architecture of the
scheme and its original
philosophy,” she said.
“And to now say that
mothers are double dip-
ping is just rude and cruel
— it’s an outrageous at-
tack on mothers because
that was the plan of the
scheme.”

Professor Baird said
one of its goals was to
help more women get 26
weeks of paid parental
leave income to promote
breast-feeding and bond-
ing between mothers and
their babies.

“This is an astonishing
about-face in policy,”
Professor Baird said.

“It makes a mockery of
what Tony Abboit has
said about paid parental
leave before.”

Advocacy group The Par-
enthood described the
move as a “slap in the
face,” while Chief Execu-
tive Women said it was
“disappointing” and La-

bor slammed it as “ex-
traordinary”.
On Sunday, Mr Abbotit

said the Coalition had
promised to end “double
dipping”’ before the 2013
federal election. While Mr
Abbott did mention end-
ing double dipping from
public servants, the Lib-
eral Party’s paid paren-
tal leave election policy
document does not refer
to stopping women from
accessing more than one
scheme.

Federal budget 2015: Abbott government
commits $450m more to fight local jihadis

The Abbott government
will commit a further $450
million to the fight against
homegrown terrorism in
Tuesday’s budget as it
warns of a dangerous new
trend towards teenagers,
some as young as 14, tak-
ing up the cause of violent
extremism.

The new spending pushes
the government’s outlays
on national security and
de-radicalisation pro-
grams to well over $1 bil-
lion, despite severe bud-
getary pressure.

It comes as other agencies
are bracing for less money
as the government strug-
gles to meet promises of
increased childcare and
small business funding,
while containing a budget
deficit expected to be in
the $46 billion range this
year and almost as high
next year.

But Prime Minister Tony
Abbott said the threat of
terrorism was not to be
taken lightly.

“To help combat terrorism
at home and deter Aus-
tralians from committing
terrorist acts abroad, we
need to ensure our securi-
ty agencies are resourced
properly and have the pow-
ers to respond to evolving
threats and technological
change,” Mr Abbott said.
“To deter terrorism we
need to challenge the re-
cruitment methods used
by extremist organisa-
tions, particularly online.”
A worsening threat as-
sessment by ASIO and the
Australian Federal Police
is behind the increased
funding as well as new
and onerous demands
being placed on agencies
following beefed-up coun-
ter-terrorism laws such as
those dealing with meta-
data.

The announcement of
more money comes amid
a heightened period of
alert for counter-terrorism
agencies, which have dis-
rupted two alleged plots in

just the past month, both
involving teenagers.

Since ASIO raised the ter-
rorism threat level to high
last September, 23 people
have been charged as a
result of eight counter-
terrorism operations.
Attorney-General George
Brandis told Parliament
on Monday there was a
“concerning trend” to-
wards young people plan-
ning terrorist attacks.
“People as young as 14,
without criminal records
or strong links to known
terror networks, are being
groomed online by terror-
ist organisations and pre-
senting a new challenge
for security and law en-
forcement agencies.”

A 17-year-old Melbourne
man was charged on Fri-
day with terrorism offenc-
es after police raided his
home and allegedly found
three pipe bombs.

Last month, two Mel-
bourne men, both aged
18, were charged in rela-
tion to an alleged plot to
carry out a terrorist at-
tack against police during
Anzac Day services. That
plot was allegedly encour-
aged by a boy in Britain
who was aged just 14 and
who now faces charges in
that country.

The new money includes
$296 million to “strength-
en the capabilities of our
intelligence agencies, in-
cluding updating informa-
tion technology systems”.
That additional money for
intelligence agencies to
upgrade their IT systems
likely reflects the shift to-
wards electronic forms of
communication between
would-be jihadists and the
growing problem of online
radicalisation, particularly
through social media.

As previously reported by
Fairfax Media, the Abbott
government’s scheme to
force phone and internet
firms to keep custom-
ers’ metadata for at least
two years was expected

to cost the industry up to
$300 million with the gov-
ernment expected to con-
tribute about half.

The revelation that the
government will kick in
$131 million indicates the
industry will have to pay
about the same amount
to upgrade its systems to
securely store the data,
with that cost likely to be
passed on to consumers
in the form of higher bills.
The $22 million to fight
online extremism, which
has previously been an-
nounced by Senator Bran-
dis, will be used to coun-
ter the estimated 100,000
pieces of online propa-
ganda put out each day by
groups like the so-called
Islamic State.

The Attorney-General’'s
department is set to es-
tablish a team of intel-
ligence and technology
experts who will monitor
and analyse online propa-
ganda and also its impact
in Australia.

The government will step
up its own information
campaign through social
media such as Twitter and
Facebook. It is also plan-
ning to provide communi-
cation training and educa-
tion to influential Muslims,
with help from firms such
as Google, Twitter and Fa-
cebook, to counter jihad-
ist messages.

National security is one of
few areas able to claim in-
creased funding in a tight
budget situation in which
other departments are be-
ing told to do more with
less, and where some job
losses in the public ser-
vice are expected.

The budget is a crucial
test for both the Prime
Minister and his Trea-
surer Joe Hockey, with
Liberal MPs eager to see
a mistake-free delivery
and sales job in order to
stave off a return to the
instability which saw an
up-welling of discontent
in February.
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Joe Hockey moves to crack down on mul-
tinational companies and online GST

Thirty multinational com-
panies operating in Austra-
lia will face tough new tax
liabilities after Treasurer
Joe Hockey gave the Tax
Commissioner more power
to claw back potentially bil-
lions of dollars in profits
shifted overseas.

The government will also
move to “level the playing
field” on the GST by re-
quiring foreign companies
selling digital products to
Australian consumers to
collect the tax.

Mr Hockey’s plan to stop
multinationals shifting
profits to low-tax or no-tax
nations has been slammed
by some tax experts as “pa-
thetic” and others as “dra-
conian”.

But some also warn that
the changes proposed by
the government could start
a tax war with the US.

Mr Hockey used an extraor-
dinary budget-eve press
conference on Monday to
reveal Australia’s Tax Com-
missioner will be given
power to recover unpaid
taxes by large multinational
companies and issue a fine
of an additional 100 per
cent of those unpaid taxes,
plus interest.

Mr Hockey also said the
government’s online-GST
measure would also deliver
an anticipated $350 million
in additional revenue, to
flow directly to the states.
While neither move will
have an impact on Tues-
day’s budget bottom line,
they reflect a growing ap-
petite in both sides of poli-
tics to tackle multinational
tax avoidance and chronic
revenue shortfalls as the
Commonwealth budget lan-
guishes in structural defi-
cit.

It comes after Labor pro-
posed its own multi-billion
dollar crackdown on mul-
tinational companies that
load up their local subsid-
iaries with debt to minimise
profits.

Labor’s plan, released in
March, aims to collect more
than $1.9 billion in revenue

over three years by chang-
ing how companies claim
tax deductions, cracking
down on hybrid structures
used to reduce tax, and
improving transparency of
company financial informa-
tion.

Mr Hockey said the govern-
ment was ready to move on
multinational = companies
shifting billions in profits
overseas, but he would not
put a dollar figure on the
revenue it may generate.
“We have identified the
sums that are being shifted,
but identifying the actual
amount that is required to
be remitted in tax is a differ-
ent story,” Mr Hockey said.
“l am not going to make the
same mistake that Labor
made and bank money that
is not identifiable and bank
money that comes from, in
[Labor’s] case, fake integ-
rity measures.”

However, Mr Hockey said
that after months of the
Australian Tax Office be-
ing embedded in these
businesses, the govern-
ment had a better under-
standing of how they used
“contrived or artificial tax
arrangements” such as the
much-publicised  “double
Irish Dutch sandwich”.
“These contrived arrange-
ments have been used to
avoid paying tax in Austra-
lia and they are very com-
plicated transactions,” Mr
Hockey said.

“This is all designed to
avoid paying tax in Austra-
lia on profits earned in Aus-
tralia.”

The Treasurer will intro-
duce the two pieces of
draft legislation into Parlia-
ment on Tuesday as part of
the budget process.

The government’s draft
legislation on the online
sale of foreign goods is
designed to ensure that
the suppliers of products
and services into Australia
charge the GST on those
products.

Mr Hockey said the mea-
sure had been designed
after consultation with the

states and territories and
would “ensure that the sup-
pliers of digital products
and services into Australia
charge the GST on those
products”.
“It is plainly unfair that a
supplier of digital products
into Australia is not charg-
ing the GST whilst some-
one locally has to charge
the GST,” he said.
“When the GST legislation
was originally drafted, it
did not anticipate the mas-
sive growth in the supply
of digital goods like movie
downloads, games and
eBooks from overseas.”
Mr Hockey said the Or-
ganisation for Economic
Co-Operation Development
had recognised this as a
problem for some time.
“A number of other coun-
tries have or will introduce
similar rules such as Ja-
pan, Norway, South Korea,
Switzerland and member
countries of the European
Union,” he said.
Tax lawyer Mark Leibler
said the government may
end up facing disputes with
other tax authorities.

“We may well end up try-
ing to tax profits, which are
not sourced in Australia
and which may raise con-
cerns with other jurisdic-
tions, particularly the Unit-
ed States,” he said. “[The
US] may form the view that
such profits ought more
appropriately be taxed by
the jurisdiction in which
the foreign multinational
is headquartered or domi-
ciled.”

Tax  Justice  Network
spokesman Mark Zirn-
sak said Mr Hockey’s an-
nouncement about tackling
the definition of “taxable
presence” for companies
was “very welcome”.

But the government’s re-
sponse to multinational’s
practice of artificially load-
ing up their Australian sub-
sidiaries with debt to cut
their taxable profit was a

“pathetic and ... business
as usual response”, he
said.

Federal budget 2015: Foreign aid to
Indonesia to be slashed

Photo: Kate Geraghty

Funding for some of the
long-term  Australian aid
projects established in In-
donesia in the wake of the
Boxing Day tsunami is due
to expire this year, paving
the way for budget savings.
The Coalition announced in
December it would slash its
overall aid budget by $1 bil-
lion next financial year.

If Australia’s aid program
in Indonesia reflects this
20 per cent cut, more than
$120 million will need to be
shaved off its 2014-2015
budget of $605.3 million.
The savings are likely to be
found through projects that
have come to an end and
a reassessment of where
Australia can provide the
most value.

In June last year, Foreign
Minister Julie Bishop said
Australia’s aid  budget
would emphasise “aid-for-
trade” - driving economic
growth in developing coun-
tries.

The emphasis in Indonesia
is expected to move away
from post-tsunami bricks
and mortar projects such
as building roads, hospi-
tals and schools, to areas
where Australia can pro-
vide expert policy advice.
For example, between 2006
and 2011 Australia helped
Indonesia build or extend
more than 2000 schools.
Its education program is
now focused on training
principals and teachers and
accrediting schools.
Funding expires this year

for a $463 million project
for improving water, sani-
tation and roads and trans-
port, known as the Indone-
sia Infrastructure Initiative,
although it could be ex-
tended.

A $22 million electoral sup-
port program, which helped
develop the system of reg-
istering 190 million voters
used in the 2014 election,
also comes to an end this
year.

And a disaster risk manage-
ment program announced
by Kevin Rudd and former
president Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono has already
been scaled back.

Aaron Connelly, East Asia
research fellow from the
Lowy Institute, said if the
Abbott government mis-
handled the aid cuts by
linking them to the Bali nine
executions, diplomatic rela-
tions could be inflamed.
“The risk is that Indonesia
will see this as retaliation,”
he said.

A recent Lowy poll showed
only 28 per cent of Austra-
lians thought the Abbott
government should sus-
pend aid to Indonesia, while
27 per cent said it should
suspend military and law
enforcement co-operation.
ChildFund’s chief execu-
tive officer, Nigel Spence
said Australian aid should
be focused on reducing
poverty.

“It would be deeply unfor-
tunate if the cuts were per-
ceived as retribution,” he

The emphasis in aid to Indonesia is expected to move away from post-tsunami bricks and mortar projects.

said.

“We feel strongly that deci-
sions about aid should not
be focused on issues such
as where asylum seekers
are being housed or pay
back for executions,” he
said.

Over the next three finan-
cial years, $3.1 billion will
be cut from the overall for-
eign aid budget.

Shadow Assistant Trea-
surer Andrew Leigh said
the cuts mirrored those ad-
vocated for by the extreme
right party UKIP in the UK.
“Here you have Tony Ab-
bott taking the same posi-
tion on aid as the extreme
right takes in British politics
from 0.37 to 0.22 per cent
of the national income and
to cut it still further really is
going to hurt so many more
vulnerable people in the
region as well as our rela-
tionships with those coun-
tries,” he said.

Oxfam’s chief executive,
Helen Szoke, said the aid
organisation remained in
the dark on how the cuts
would fall, saying it was not
in Australians’ nature to be
stingy for those who need
help.

“Australia’s standing in the
world is significantly dimin-
ished just by the scale of
these aid cuts,” she said.
“We’re a rich country, not
withstanding we have chal-
lenges domestically... and
for a country like Australia
to make cuts to this depth
is just very disappointing.”
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Glenn Lazarus becomes

latest

crossbencher

to

form his own party

Senator Glenn Lazarus is going to form his own party. Photo: Alex
Ellinghausen

Glenn Lazarus has be-
come the latest Senate
crossbencher to form a
party named after him-
self, following in the foot-
steps of senators Jacqui
Lambie, Nick Xenophon
and John Madigan.
Senator Lazarus has
lodged paperwork with
the Australian Electoral
Commission to form his
own party named the
Glenn Lazarus
Senator Lazarus’ six-
year term is not due to
expire until 2020, but if
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott calls a double disso-
lution election as some
are speculating, he could
face the polls as early as
this year.

He told Fairfax Media he
was looking to build his
own team to represent
Queensland better, espe-
cially on issues of clean-
er and cheaper energy,
higher unemployment,
drought and economic
growth.

“I have worked with some
excellent high perform-
ing teams for most of my
life,” he said.

“I feel I understand what
it takes to build and main-
tain a strong team and |
now have the scope and
capability to do this.”
The so-called “Brick with
Eyes” was wooed into
politics by mining mag-
nate Clive Palmer, whose
Palmer United Party
made a dazzling entry

Team.

into Parliament in 2013
with the election of three
senators and himself in
the lower house seat of
Fairfax.

But Senator Lazarus quit
Palmer United this year in
dramatic circumstances,
after a blow-up involving
the terms of employment
of his wife and chief of
staff Tess.

Senator Lazarus’ depar-
ture from the PUP fol-
lowed Jacqui Lambie’s
earlier exit and stripped
Mr Palmer of his ability
to play kingmaker in the
Senate on crucial legisla-
tion.

Senator Lazarus is the
fourth Senate cross-
bencher to form their own
party in recent months.
Senator Xenophon has
created his Nick Xeno-
phon  Team,
Lambie has established
the Jacqui Lambie Net-
work and Senator Madi-
gan is forming the John
Madigan Manufacturing
and Farming Party.
Running as a represen-
tative of a party, instead
of as an independent
senator, allows the sena-
tors to have their names
placed in the more ad-
vantageous position of
being above the line on
the ballot paper.

Any sitting member of
parliament can form his
or her own party without
the need for 500 mem-
bers.

Senator

Cory Bernardi forces parliamentary in-
quiry into halal and kosher certifications

Senator Cory Bernardi. Photo:
Alex Ellinghausen

Halal foods will be put un-
der the microscope after
Liberal senator Cory Ber-
nardi won a parliamentary
inquiry into what he calls
the “racket” of certification.
The six-month inquiry by
the Senate Economics Ref-
erences Committee will also
cover certification schemes
for kosher foods, organic
products and genetically
modified foods.

Senator Bernardi, who has
in the past expressed con-
cern about where money
for halal “ends up”, said
he wants to “establish the
facts” about all certification
schemes.

The South Australian Liber-
al knows all too well that it
can be impossible to avoid
halal food in certain situa-
tions.

He was upgraded from
business class to first class
on an Emirates flight from
Dubai to Adelaide on Octo-
ber 11 last year, according
to the register of senators’
interests.

The airline’s dietary re-
quirements section on its
website states: “All meals
served on Emirates flights
are Halal”.

Senator Bernardi told Fair-
fax Media that he “prob-
ably” ate halal onboard but
was not sure whether that
included the champagne.
“It was my choice to fly
Emirates. Would | prefer ba-
con and eggs in the morn-
ing? Probably, but it was
my choice and the service
was great. I'd point out that
Qantas is halal too,” he
said.

The inquiry is about giving
people an informed choice
and allowing them to make
ethical decisions based on
the facts, he said.

Emirates  cancelled a

$50,000 deal last Novem-
ber with Fleurieu Milk and
Yoghurt Company after
the South Australian dairy
producer caved in to social
media pressure and ditched
its halal accreditation.
Campaigners have called
for boycotts of products in-
cluding Vegemite that pay
for halal certification. Anti-
halal campaigners claim the
money “funds terrorism”.
The Australian Crime Com-
mission last year said it had
found no links between the
halal certification industry
and financing of terrorist
groups.

Nationals MP George Chris-
tensen last year criticised
halal certification, writing
that it was “outrageous that
some of my grocery spend-
ing could go to propagating
a religion”.

It is estimated that the glob-
al market for halal certifica-
tion will top $1.5 trillion by
2050.

Agriculture Minister Barna-
by Joyce has warned there
would be huge financial
ramifications if Australia’s
meat industry dropped ha-
lal certification.

He said the local price of
beef could triple if Austra-
lian abattoirs could not sell
to Islamic markets like In-
donesia and Saudi Arabia
that expect such certifica-
tion.

Senator Bernardi said:
“There seems to be a num-
ber of concerns about some
certification schemes that
are operating and in the
interests of transparency
and establishing the facts
and being able to act in the
national interest | think it’s
wise for the Parliament to
consider all certification
schemes and how they op-
erate,” he said.

“l keep getting told any
number of things about
certification schemes and |
don’t know what’s tue and
what’s not true, so | want to
establish the facts.”

The inquiry’s terms of ref-
erence include “whether
current schemes provide
enough information for
Australian consumers to
make informed purchasing
decisions”.

Joe Hockey’s growth message is spend, spend

A reinvigorated Joe Hockey has
again implored businesses and
consumers to flash their credit
cards in a bid to jump-start
stubbornly flatlining consumer
and business confidence, ar-
guing his everyone-is-a-winner
budget has set the conditions
for optimism and growth.

“This is a great opportunity
for Australia to be more pros-
perous,” he said, dismissing
suggestions the budget had
been designed to fight an early
election even as Prime Minister
Tony Abbott declined to com-
pletely rule the option out.

But the newly ebullient Trea-
surer has conceded one of his
budget’s key stimulus mea-
sures, the accelerated depre-
ciation tax deduction for small
business, has had to be funded
out of general revenue despite
earlier stipulating that all new
spending would be offset by
new and equivalent savings.
And as the details of the bud-
get become clearer, the gov-
ernment has also found itself
on the back foot over tightened
eligibility for paid parental
leave.

The admission that the 100
per cent instant asset write-off
for small business paid for by
borrowings — given the deficit
currently sits at $41.1 billion -
came as Mr Hockey used his
post-budget address to the
National Press Club to ham-
mer the theme of confidence,
defending an increased tax-
to-GDP ratio which will climb
to a seven-year high of 24 per
cent in 2015-16 while implor-
ing Australians to get out and
spend.

Asked what offsets had been
initiated to fund the business
tax break, Mr Hockey said: “It's
based on good policy and the
fact that we have improved the
budget bottom line.”

“We’re not tying it to any par-
ticular initiative,” he said.

The switch to stimulus mode
has been broadly welcomed,
especially within the stressed
and, until now, dejected ranks
of the Coalition party room,
where the last budget had done
so much to sap morale and
dampen re-election hopes.
Warming to his new mode of
spruiker-in-chief for a spend-
ing-led recovery, Mr Hockey
said the aim of the budget had
been to manage “head winds”
and would now move to capi-
talise on a raft of increasingly
favourable economic condi-

tions.

He said the conditions would
see the economy grow steadily
towards an annual growth fig-
ure of 3.5 per cent within three
years from its sluggish 2.15
per cent in the coming year.
“We have to deal with the head
winds that we face, but our plan
is carefully thought-through, it
is working,” he said.

“Australia is getting better, the
economy is getting stronger,
the budget is going to be bet-
ter, there are going to be more
jobs, there’s going to be more
exports, greater prosperity, as-
set values are going up, it is a
positive story and now, as I've
said last night, is a time for
Australians to have a go,” he
said.

“To have a go, as the PM said,
for a fair go, have a go.”

While the government has a
spring in its step, it faces new
pressure over its crackdown
on the so-called “double-dip-
ping” by new mothers who get
both employer-funded paren-
tal leave and the government-
funded scheme.

The opposition homed in on the
words of Mr Hockey in a pre-
budget interview with Nine’s
Laurie Oakes on Sunday when
he explicitly agreed that such a
practice constituted “fraud”.
Whether by design or over-
sight, the government’s move
against paid parental leave
“double-dippers” has emerged
as the flashpoint in the bud-
get’s immediate aftermath. It
is likely to feature strongly in
Bill Shorten’s official address-
in-reply speech on Thursday
evening.

But as the government showed
a sensitivity to voter anxiety
absent from its first budget, Mr
Hockey ruled out a review of
Australia’s retirement incomes
system, a review he had previ-
ously said was under “active
consideration”.

Asked at the National Press
Club whether there would be
any point in a review after he
declared in the budget there
would be “no new taxes on su-
perannuation under this gov-
ernment”, he said he and his
colleagues had had their “fill
of reviews”.

“Changing the taxation regime
for superannuation is certainly
not the answer,” he said. “Hav-
ing a review at this point of
time is not the answer either.
We have no plans to have it
reviewed.”
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THE ECONOMY

— The 2015 budget deficit
is $35.1 billion (below mar-
ket expectation of around
$41 billion) dropping to
$25.8 billion in 2016, and
then $14.4 billion in 2017
with expectation of a re-
turn to surplus by 2019

— Unemployment peak-
ing at 6.5 per cent in 2015
and then falling to 6.25 per
cent in 2016

— Inflation rising to 2.5
per cent this year and stay-
ing at that level through to
2018/19

— Total revenue $405.4 bil-
lion, up from $384.1 billion
and up to $433.4 billion in
2016/117

— Real GDP expected to
rise to 2.75 per cent and
then up to 3.25 per cent
the following year

— Net debt $285.8 billion
rising to $313.4 billion in
2017/18

— Forecasts are under-
pinned by an expectation
of an iron ore price of
USs$48 per tonne compared
with the average spot price
of US$96 per tonne over
2014.15

Future planning .. $843
million will be spent over
two years on preschool
programs.

TAX

— FBT loophole allowing
some not-for-profit and
public health workers to
cut tax by salary sacrific-
ing the cost of certain ex-
penses will limit tightened
— From Jan 2016 multi-
national companies sus-
pected of avoiding pay-
ing tax in Australia will be
subject to a fine of double
what they owe in tax, plus
interest.

— Extend GST compli-
ance program to help the
Australian Taxation Office
to identify fraudulent GST
refunds which should in-
crease these tax revenues
by $1.8 billion

Mar 03, 2000: Generic
photo of man removing
money from his wallet —
notes Australian currency
hand Medicare card

CcuTS

-Foreign aid drops by $358
million to $3.479 billion in-
cluding 40 per cent cut to
aid to Indonesia to $323
million

— Stopping paid parental
leave being claimed from
employer and government
at same time

SMALL BUSINESS

— $1.8 billion cut to com-
pany taxes over the next
four years

— Small business (compa-
nies with annual turnover
of less than $2 million) tax
cut to 28.5 per cent from
30 per cent

— 5 per cent annual tax
discount of up to $1,000
for unincorporated busi-
nesses

— Immediate small busi-
ness tax deduction for
every item up to $20,000
a year (up from $1,000 a
year)

Travel fees .. changes to
passports fees will raise
millions for the govern-
ment

IMPORT TAX

— Digital movies, TV,
books and music delivered
by overseas companies
will cost 10 per cent more
from July 2017 in a policy
dubbed the “Netflix tax” to
raise $350 million over the
next four years.

The 2015 Federal Budget. Your five-minute guide

TRAVEL

-Working holiday visitors
will be taxed at 32.5 cents
from the first dollar they
earn, up from 19 cents in
the dollar on taxable in-
come above the tax free
threshold from July 2016
to generate around $540
million

— Changes to passports
fees and other charges to
raise a further $11.1 million
for the government

For the kids ... the govern-
ment will invest $3.5 billion
in childcare over five years.
Picture: Calum Robertson

FAMILIES

— $4.4 Dillion families
package includes $3.5 bil-
lion investment in child-
care over five years

— Families earning around
$65,000 or less will receive
a subsidy of 85 per cent of
their child care fees (up to
an hourly fee cap)

— No annual cap for
families earning around
$180,000 or less.

— Activity test will closely
align hours of subsidised
care with the amount of
work, training, study or
volunteering by parents.

- $409 million to help fami-
lies with additional needs
to access childcare.

— Trial to extend childcare
subsidies to nannies will
cost $250 million for subsi-
dised care to about 10,000
children by 4,000 nannies.
- $843 million over two
years for preschool pro-
grams

Slashed ... $131 million will
be cut from the Education
Department.

EDUCATION

— Extend National Col-
laborative Research Infra-

structure funding for one
more year at cost of $150
million

— Cut $150 million from
Sustainable Research Ex-
cellence grants funding to
redirect to research infra-
structure

— Cut $131 million from
Education Department,
including abolishing the
internal Office of Learning
and Teaching and set it up
at a university instead

— Cut $26.7 million from
co-operative research cen-
tres

— Pursue HECS debts
from people who move
overseas, saving $26 mil-
lion over four years

— $4 million to establish
Bjorn Lomborg’s Australia
Consensus Centre think
tank

Boost ... the e-health record
scheme will get a further
injection of funding.
HEALTH

— Prescription medicine
to rise by $5 a script (80
cents for pensioners) from
January next year

— $1.3 billion to be spent
on new cancer and eye
medicines as well as new
shingles vaccine

— Government to cut price
it pays for some medicines
to save $252 million

— Spending on Medical
Research Future Fund
down $1.3 billion to $3.487
billion

—$1 billion e-health record
will get a further injection
of funding and will switch
to opt out

Lifestyle change ... tens of
thousands of wealthy retir-
ees will no longer receive
the full pension.
PENSIONERS

— $44 billion spend esti-
mated in 2015

—170,000 pensioners with
modest assets to have $30
average increase in pen-
sion a fortnight provided
they own their own home
and have additional assets
worth less than $250,000
(singles) and $374,000
(couples)

— Tens of thousands of
wealthy retirees will no
longer receive the full pen-
sion, and many will also
see areduced part-pension
as the government drops
the eligibility threshold.

— Single homeowner
could hold assets up to
around $800,000 and a
couple could hold assets
up to $1.2 million (down
from $1.5 million) to still be
eligible for a part pension
— Pensioners living or trav-
elling overseas will have
their pension assessed af-
ter 6 weeks instead of 26
weeks. If they’'ve been in
the workforce for less than
35 years the part-pension
will tallied on a sliding
scale. The measures will
save $168 million.

Massive boost .. the de-
fence budget is up by $2.1
billion to $31.8 billion a
year.

SECURITY

— $1.2 billion new funding
to counter terrorism
—$450 million boost to in-
telligence capabilities

— $296 million extra for
spy agencies including
$50 million for overseas
spies in ASIS

— $131 million to capture
metadata

— $22 million to counter
extremist propaganda
DEFENCE

— Defence budget up by
$2.7 billion to $31.8 billion
a year

— Extra $150 million
for overseas operations
in 2015/16 taking total
spending on operations
since 1999 to $16.6 bil-
lion.

- $382 million for Iraq mis-
sion

— Defence public servant
numbers to drop by 2000
over two years

— Minor increase for vet-
erans affairs taking budget
to more than $12 billion

— $10 million for extra
case workers for modern
veterans

Intelligence ... $131 million
will be spent on capturing
metadata.

WELFARE

-six-month wait for the
dole for young people has
been scrapped and re-
placed with a new 4 week
wait period for under 25s.

-$331 million Youth Em-
ployment Strategy, includ-
ing a $212 million program
to get disengaged 15-21
year olds job ready, an-
other $106 million to target
highly vulnerable young
job seekers including
those with mental health
conditions.

— Abandoning ‘personal
contact’ interviews for job-
seekers. Dole compliance
measures like ‘no show (to
interviews) no pay’ will be
strengthened, and a single
$1.2 billion wage subsidy
pool will wrap existing
schemes like newstart
together, which provide
cash bonuses to employ-
ers taking on older work-
ers or long-term welfare
recipients.
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inspired by you!

DecoiRug

We’re a growing business and currently have a limited number of opportuni-
ties for people with strong sales experience and an interest in furnishings /
décor / home improvement and particularly people who are personable and
enjoy providing excellent customer service.

Salespeople Required for)
Our Bankstown Store!

We’re looking for motivated and energetic Salespeople to join our dynamic
team and share in our ongoing success.

You’ll benefit from;

excellent conditions,

a professional working environment,

ongoing training and personal development

excellent career advancement opportunities and

strong earnings potential underpinned by a substantial base salary
package.

Established in 1993, we’re a long-standing, high profile, market-leading retail
organisation which prides itself on being first to market with innovative prod-
uct developments and helping our customers achieve their desired decorative
and home furnishing outcomes.

We do this through offering excellent value for money on quality products
and a strong focus on customer service and satisfaction.

Our DecoRug retail stores specialise in...

Decorator Rugs & Cushions
Pre-Finished Flooring
Wall-to-Wall Carpet
Window Shutters

If you would like to be considered for any of the employment opportunities
currently available, please send your Resume to bSbankstown@decorug.com.

\au to arrange a confidential meeting. Y,

RING FOR A GREAT PRICE ON ALL
MAJOR TYRE BRANDS

l.’tbhn Ot Y[ St
RONT & BACK, FREE FITTING,
FREE BAUINdNG & VALVES
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*Conditions apply. Must present coupon. Expires 07/11/14
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Beds n Dreams Super Store Beds n Dreams Super Store
243 - 247 Parramatta Rd, Auburn 173 Canterbury Rd, Bankstown

Tel; 9737 8894 Tel; 02 9790 2033
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