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SAT 9 MAY 2015
elise Ciiaill g 2id3l deludl
United Australian Lebanese Movement

Cordially invite you to the 2015
ANNUAL FUNCTION DINNER

1o be held at

The Bellevue, 2 -10 Restwell St. Bankstown
Commencing 8:30 pm

Ticket: $100pp Dinner + Soft drink + Entertainment - Dress: Formal

RSVP: adaiu¥ly jaall
Claudine Mansour Germanos 0401 663 004
Michel Nakhoul 04122 10452
email: nswsecretary@ualm.org.au

You

tayyaraustralia www.ualm.org.au
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For all your glazing needs

Qs ol ZL 3l S poi (30 SSLZL> dlsd
o] s> dogylond!
*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
Gl iy bl Dlg>ly * Dbl e
oLl QLS a0 ol - dwaibne 8 sy
0408 888 777 ki = Juas¥|
0404 015 551

Lic: 185750C
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753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
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artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director

0410 606 786

arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
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MAJOR TYRE BRANDS
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FREE BALANCING & VALVES (€€ g s =4 97211611

RONT & BACK, FREE FITTING,
(99 € (99 Al Loic

ool i vy LA wwg ms...w e\.\.\.ﬁ{l (Strata) 5 lalg diluad

*Conditions apply. Must present coupon. Expires 07/11/14 N o | u ' |
il | e pgdlS JSube o (ghuad

n &T Eﬂ prm— 0418 845 865 -= 029721 1511
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" w5 (- TYRes L'P:96377445 - - . e o oo
TYRES EXCEL ="\ 5750 0317 dalal! 2 Giag Jaal| B 4l

453 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands email: sales@tyresexcel.com 358 Guildford Road, Guildford NSW 2161
d"w' Gf Gl "d“"" Gf @3 @*‘"“m ‘es ?"‘»i .‘ @"" Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -

michael.k@ nationalre.com.au

AN WATCHDING,

L 4
L 4
ABN: 85 806 130 998
0415 620 iso w VS J V'S
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196 Moo st A.l#lﬁ-‘
Tel : 02 - 9759 3835 3

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428 . . .

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

Dulux Wash & Wear 15L $165

Dulux Weathershield 15 L  $175
£ Finess 20L From $98

=M Apco 20L $110

Taubmans Endure 15L $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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Email: tony.mtlewispizzeria@gmail.com

Check out our Prices on our Page on |
Facebook Mount Lewis Pizzeria oLl &M gliina
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LOUIS VALENTINO T

’

PORCELLANATO [t i

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers Trades Centre;
22 | 24 Anzac St

Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

 ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! L3S w &5 i 0 gilidliu 393 gl Bld $od
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > Lz slsiSilly Embaill dusl 34 Jo Sgims il dadkull

borcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly mmddighly oailiadl Il & sdilae aaiig (ke 34
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibiadl 3935 ducgidl (v desdis G233 e o LSpd
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylawuly 53 9ol e dadlu ol 9 il

ilgie LS HLLI pguitlg Juadly Juelais

LOULS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MADEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO Frofesioncs Tlliﬁg Equipmeni ADHESIVES * SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

B AQUASEAL - I >
L Taatises rnovaltex

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll . el B ai

And rr?uch much more iplosdl <y
{(Showroom) yaydl dla

We also hold M 0 i lua A (o daead| i ¥l e

° Davco . “..).g.h.ﬂ

. ASA Bostic el day ¢ o lua § (e |
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aosaznt| 4G5 LlwaS) Alyglatl Wy 24 - 32 Stanley Drive Somerton VIC 3062
Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
s Adelaide
IR S O T 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

' e 2 Perth:

68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766
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Mob: 0418175417 or 0425822 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria
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Are you fed up with your curment employer? Broken
promises, hd-:ufrﬁmd.mappremhun‘?ﬂstlmhr

At IPS Security we mluemr Eﬂpluy&EEEn:lhmﬂui
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company. we're shways looking for

relimble aamll memmbaem ol e e —.-E-.-l- 1
TN, TS SRRSO I TS TS UL IR S,

Ewvery IPS Security employee contfributes fo our
continued success-and to u.l'lung—!.tnﬂmg reputation for

Irs Eamntqu.drﬁad Eq:rpinﬂnhfn'amatjrnf
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable fo join our team you must:

# Hold a first Aid cerificate
+ Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
« Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty

# Speak fluent English
= Hawve excellent presentation

# Be reliable

We hawe the following security positions available;
Crowd Control

[Events)
= HIEA cerificate
# Ayailable T days/nights
Static positions
Patrol positions
'We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Ho recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Mumber: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627
] Email: employment@@ipssecurity com.au
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¢ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.

e MARN 1174229

S, FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O2udlg ialeatly daghandlg 7z 19 | el o Rubaime) podd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :0d i ko Jhai

3 gl 5 g ok 3 gl Cibllan e e b S e
0413805930 -8 1 (s el B3 Gl
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Father Brennan: Your son, Mr. Thorn. The
Son of the Devil. He will kill the unborn child.
Then he will kill your wife. And then, when he
is certain to inherit all that is yours, then, Mr.
.Thorn... he will kill you

.Robert Thorn: That’s enough

Father Brennan: And with your wealth and
power he will establish his counterfeit kingdom
here on Earth, receiving his power directly from
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Father Brennan: «When the Jews return to Zion,
and a comet rips the sky, and the Holy Roman
Empire rises, then you and I must die. From the
Eternal Sea, He rises, creating armies on either
shore, turning man against his brother, till man
exists, no more.» The Book of Revelation

.predicted it all
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Tax man loses $400m a year as employ-
ers rob workers of superannuation

The Abbott government is being called on to crack down on employers who duck the
super guarantee contribution. lllustration: Peter Riches

The federal government
is losing nearly $400 mil-
lion a year in tax revenue
from employers who cheat
workers out of compulsory
superannuation contribu-
tions, an industry super
fund says.

Cbus, which manages $21
billion on behalf of build-
ing and construction work-
ers, is calling on the Ab-
bott government to crack
down on employers who
duck the super guarantee
contribution.

By law, employers have to
contribute 9.5 per cent of
an employee’s salary into
their super fund.

However, a report in Oc-
tober by Tria Investment
Partners found employer
non-compliance amounted
to $1.3 billion a year. Those
affected by companies that
did not allocate a super
contribution were, on av-
erage, $3750 a year out of
pocket, the report found.

In total, $2.5 billion is
lost each year, including
through the cash econo-
my, sham contracting and
businesses that go bust
owing employees.

It estimates that 650,000
Australians are diddled
by their boss. The worst
industries for non-compli-
ance are property servic-
es, mining, hospitality and
manufacturing.

The report found that a 25-
year-old whose super con-
tributions were not paid
for five years would lose
14 per cent of their total
retirement fund because of
compounding factors.
Cbus will on Monday call
on the government to
tackle non-compliance and
recoup an estimated $315
million lost because super
guarantee  contributions
are mostly taxed at 15 per

cent

Cbus chief executive Da-
vid Atkin said the govern-
ment should move to align
wages payments with su-
per contributions.

“The technological ad-
vances in payment sys-
tems and clearing houses
provide the administrative
ease to facilitate this pro-
cess,” he said.

“Secondly, the government
should beef up regulatory
enforcement and educa-
tion. Stronger enforcement
action will, ultimately, be
the most effective deter-
rent. Either the ATO needs
to be properly resourced to
undertake this task or the
regulation of the superan-
nuation guarantee should
fall to another body such
as the Fair Work Ombuds-
man.”

The Australian Taxation
Office said it was getting
better at tracking down em-
ployers who were dodging
obligations via improved
data-matching systems.
The call for more scrutiny
of the super guarantee
comes as Treasurer Joe
Hockey scours the bud-
get for savings and amid
a focus on the $30 billion
a year in tax concessions
enjoyed by super fund
holders.

About $200 million a year
is lost by workers at busi-
nesses that go into insol-
vency.

However, Tax Office of-
ficials conceded last year
that it was often “uneco-
nomical” to chase small,
individual amounts.
Association of Superan-
nuation Funds of Austra-
lia chief executive Pau-
line Vamos said that was
“disturbing” because the
money owed was mainly to
low-income earners.

Plibersek push to make Labor MPs vote for
same-sex marriage

Acting Labor leader Tanya Plibersek wants her party to change its platform on same-sex marriage. Photo: Andrew Meares

Acting Labor leader Tan-
ya Plibersek is calling on
her party to compel MPs
to vote for same-sex mar-
riage, ending it as a con-
science issue for the ALP.
Do we support legal dis-
crimination against one
group in this country? Or
do we not?

Tanya Plibersek, acting
Labor leader

Ms Plibersek will argue
Labor should change its
party platform at the par-
ty’s national conference
in July, in what is likely
to spark a heated internal
debate.

Labor’s platform currently
supports same-sex mar-
riage but does not make
it compulsory for Labor
MPs to support it in a par-
liamentary vote.

The Acting Labor leader,
who holds the inner-city
seat of Sydney with high
levels of support for the
reform, said it was impor-
tant to make the change
to a binding vote because
same-sex marriage was
an issue of “legal equal-
ity”.

“Labor has always been
a party that is opposed to
discrimination,” Ms Pliber-
sek told Fairfax Media in
an interview last week.

“It is a clear question. Do
we support legal discrimi-
nation against one group
in this country? Or do we
not?”

The Labor platform also
allows a conscience vote

on abortion. Ms Plibersek
reasoned that same-sex
marriage was not a mat-
ter of life and death and
should not have the same
conditions.

ALP presidential can-
didate Louise Pratt and
other members of Rain-
bow Labor are also push-
ing to bind MPs to vote for
same-sex marriage.

Ms Plibersek argued the
time was right for platform
change because there had
been “a significant step
forward” in terms of com-
munity support for same-
sex marriage. A Crosby
Textor poll last year found
that 12 per cent of those
surveyed backed same-
sex marriage.

At the Labor Party’s last
national conference in
2011, it voted 208 to 184
in support of a conscience
vote.

While Ms Plibersek is
optimistic the campaign
at the upcoming confer-
ence will succeed, she
also expects there will be
a “few people” who do
not agree with the move.
The conservative Catho-
lic national president of
the largest trade union,
the Shop, Distributive and
Allied Employees Asso-
ciation, Joe de Bruyn, is
likely to be a high profile
opponent.

In 2012, when both the
lower and upper houses
voted down same-sex
marriage bills, senior La-

bor MPs such as Tony
Burke, Stephen Conroy,
Chris Bowen, Ed Husic,
Joel Fitzgibbon and Ja-
cinta Collins voted against
the reform for a variety of
reasons.

A binding vote also raises
the prospect that some
Labor MPs might refuse
to comply. On Sunday,
when asked if some Labor
MPs would cross the floor
if they were bound to sup-
port same-sex marriage,
Labor’s health spokes-
woman, Catherine King,
told ABC TV: “I think that
is understood”.

While Ms King said it was
an “anomaly” that Labor
allowed a conscience
vote and confirmed she
supported same-sex mar-
riage, she noted: “I am
also a bit worried that this
idea about not having a
conscience vote might
distract from the over-
all issue. It is potentially
picking a fight we may not
need to have”.

But if Labor MPs voted as
a block it would provide a
significant boost to the
same-sex marriage cam-
paign inside Parliament
House, which has focused
on the Coalition since the
2013 election.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott — an opponent of
same-sex marriage — has
said that the matter would
be one for the post- elec-
tion party room to deter-
mine, but the party room

has not discussed it yet.
It recently passed up the
opportunity to use Lib-
ertarian senator David
Leyonhjelm’s  same-sex
marriage bill to kick off
debate.

If Liberal MPs were given
a free vote in the current
Parliament, same-sex
marriage advocates think
the reform has a chance of
passing the Senate. There
is much less confidence
about the lower house,
where the Coalition has a
large majority.

Ms Plibersek has previ-
ously said she would in-
troduce a private members
bill to legalise same-sex
marriage in the current
Parliament if she could
get a Liberal co-sponsor
and the Liberal Party was
also allowed a free vote.
But if Labor changed its
platform, it could also go
to the next election, pledg-
ing to reform the marriage
act.

“Relying on numbers from
a conscience vote is un-
certain. There is a certain
gravity that attaches to a
government bill, as op-
posed to a private mem-
bers bill, and | think that
sends a strong message
too,” she said.

Ms Plibersek said that
she was not asking any
church to marry same-sex
couples, arguing marriage
was more than just a reli-
gious act.

“It’s symbolic in our soci-
ety and gives legal rights
and responsibilities.”

A long-time supporter of
same-sex marriage, Ms
Plibersek said her posi-
tion was “fundamental to
my politics”.

But she has also been
moved by gay friends who
are in committed relation-
ships, in some cases for
longer than she and her
husband, Michael Coutts-
Trotter.

“How is it fair that I'm al-
lowed to get married and
they can’t? ”




Page 36

Saturday 2 May 2015

the nuddle east

Y/

Y10yl ¥ G

Y1 dodua

News

Islamic State bigger threat to world
order than Cold War communism:
Julie Bishop

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop says Islamic State is a greater threat to world order than Cold
War communism was. Photo: Nic Walker

The Islamic State terror
group and similar violent
jihadist movements are
an even greater threat to
world order than com-
munism was during the
Cold War, Foreign Min-
ister Julie Bishop has
said.

In a speech to the Syd-
ney Institute on Monday
night, Ms Bishop said
the so-called Islamic
State and the ideology
behind it tore up the
rules of nation-states
that had helped moder-
ate international con-
flicts for centuries.

Ms Bishop suggested
the ideology of the Is-
lamic State — also known
as ISIL and Da’esh — was
the worst the world had
seen since the Nazis.
She said the virulent new
form of international ter-
rorism that the group
represented posed a
“real threat to the .. sys-
tem of the nation-state”.
It was “the most signifi-
cant threat to the global,
rules-based order to
emerge in the past 10
years”, she said, adding
that this included “the
rise of communism and
the Cold War”.

“Over the past two years
we have seen the emer-
gence of a terrorist or-
ganisation backed by
an ideology the likes of

which we have not seen
since World War Il,” she
said.

This borderless group
was building “increas-
ingly sophisticated
transnational networks
that would rival a mul-
tinational corporation”
and used the most
modern technology and
weapons while also us-
ing social media and the
internet with “all the dex-
terity and understanding
of an enterprising entre-
preneur”.

As such, it was a threat
to the Westphalian sys-
tem of nation-states,
which was created near-
ly 400 years ago in Eu-
rope at the end of the
Thirty Years’ War and
established the principle
that each country had
sovereignty over its ter-
ritory and affairs.

This international sys-
tem had been the “foun-
dation of humanity’s ef-
forts to build peaceful,
safe and prosperous
societies”, Ms Bishop
said.

Ms Bishop said the Is-
lamic State leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi’s dec-
laration of a Caliphate for
all the world’s Muslims
in the territory held by
his group - which spans
parts of Syria and Iraq
with no regard for the

border between them -
had served as a rallying
call for other extremists.
The brutal Boko Haram
in Nigeria had followed
suit and declared a Ca-
liphate, she said. The
Islamic State was also
reaching out to the ex-
tremist elements of the
Taliban in Afghanistan.
Ms Bishop notably cited
views she heard during
a visit to Iran last week,
saying there was a dan-
ger that, left unchecked,
the Islamic  State’s
apocalyptic creed could
spread further.

“Iran’s President [Has-
san] Rouhani described
Da’esh as a cancer
that could metastasise
across northern and
central Africa, the Mid-
dle East, Afghanistan,
Pakistan and into South
East Asia,” she said.
Tehran had warned that
the Islamic State would
win a massive boost
should it capture capital
cities such as Baghdad
in Iraq or Damascus in
Syria.

Ms Bishop’s assessment
of the Islamic State as a
bigger threat than the
nuclear-armed commu-
nist bloc of the Cold War
is a significant declara-
tion given that the risk of
nuclear holocaust that
hung over that period.

However the mutual
threat of annihilation
between Soviet-led

communist nations and
Western liberal democ-
racies did produce a
carefully calibrated sta-
bility.

Ms Bishop said French
intelligence officials had
told her that in the wake
of the Charlie Hebdo
massacre the terrorism
threat in their country
had increased and it was
“only a matter of time
before the next attack
occurred”.

Abbott government commits $250 million for nannies trial

The Abbott government will
spend almost $250 million
on a two-year nanny trial,
providing funding to about
10,000 children.

The trial, first reported by
Fairfax Media last week,
will provide funds for about
4000 nannies and target
parents who do shift work,
those who live in rural areas
and those with special needs
children from 2016.

Support for these groups is
currently provided through
an in-home care program,

which has about 1000 plac-
es.

The nannies trial will be tar-
geted at families who earn
less than $250,000 a year
and start on January A\,
2016.

Nannies will have to come
from approved services, but
they will not have to meet the
national quality standards
that other childcare centres
require.

The Australian Nanny Asso-
ciation welcomed the news,
saying it was a recognition

Bali nine: Julie Bishop defends Tony

g

Actor Bryan Brown in the vid-
eo.

Foreign Minister Julie
Bishop has defended
Tony Abbott after a group
of Australian celebrities
filmed an online video
pleading with the Prime
Minister to fly to Indone-
sia and make a last-ditch
bid to save Bali nine ring-
leaders Andrew Chan and
Myuran Sukumaran from
execution.

Ms Bishop said she had
received a letter from In-
donesia’s foreign minister
on Monday night but that
it offered no hope of a re-
prieve for Chan and Su-
kumaran, who have been
told they will be executed
after midnight on Tues-
day on Nusakambangan
island.

“They gave no indica-
tion that President [Joko]
Widodo would change
his mind and grant the
clemency that we have
sought,” she told the Nine
Network on Tuesday.

In the online video, titled
“Save our boys Mr Ab-
bott”, the prominent Aus-
tralian actors, musicians
and writers use strong
language to urge Mr Ab-

Abbott over celebrity mercy video

Actor Brendan Cowell calls on the
Prime Minister to “show some balls”.

bott to travel to Indone-
sia.

Those who appear in the
film include actors Geof-
frey Rush, Guy Pearce,
Bryan Brown, Deborah
Mailman, Joel Edgerton
and Brendan Cowell.
“Tony, if you had any
courage and compassion
you’d go to Indonesia and
bring these boys home,”
Cowell says in the video.
“Show some balls.”
Another participant says
Mr Abbott should show
some “ticker” and anoth-
er asks: “Where are you
Mr Abbott? ”

Ms Bishop said the gov-
ernment was following
the advice of experts who
said a prime ministerial
trip to Indonesia would
not he helpful.

“Clearly, if travelling to
Indonesia would make a
difference, we would have
gone there,” she said.
“We take the very best
advice from our people
in Indonesia, who are in
Jakarta, who are part of a
high-level sustained cam-
paign to seek a stay of ex-
ecution.

that nannies were quali-
fied professionals and not
babysitters or au pairs.
“We’ve been lobbying for
three years for this,” spokes-
woman Annemarie Sansom
said.

“Three years ago, we were
just nannies trying to de-
fend ourselves in the media,
which was being very derog-
atory about our profession.”
Ms Sansom said that the trial
was acknowledgment that
there was an “unmet need”
for families needing chila-
care.

“Most workers don’t work
nine to five,” she said.

“The workforce is changing
and childcare needs to move
into the modern age.”

The move has prompted
concern from others within
the childcare sector, how-
ever, who are anxious that
nanny services do not need
to meet the national qual-
ity standards with qualified
educators.

Peak body Early Childcare
Australia has recommended
that nanny services “must
be properly regulated to en-
sure the safety and wellbe-
ing of children”.

There is also a question
mark of how much funding
individual families will get
and whether it will be as
generous as the existing in-
home care program.

Social Services Minister
Scott Morrison, who will
launch the nannies trial in
Sydney on Tuesday, said
that nannies needed to be
at least 18 years old, have a
working with children check
and first aid qualification.
“The government will leave
it to parents to decide if they
wish to engage a nanny with
formal educational qualifica-
tions.”

The nannies trial is the latest
component of the new fami-
lies package to be released
by the government before
the May budget.

Mr Morrison has already an-
nounced that parents will no
longer be able to conscien-
tiously object to vaccinating
their children and still claim
parenting and childcare pay-
ments.

He has also said the govern-
ment would like to see the
current multiple childcare
payments rolled into one.
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Bali 9 executions: Abbott government
withdraws ambassador to Indonesia

—~

Ambassador withdrawn: Prime Minister Tony Abbott and Foreign Min-
ister Julie Bishop address the media after the executions. Photo: Alex
Ellinghausen

Australia will withdraw
its ambassador to In-
donesia following the
executions of Andrew
Chan and Myuran Suku-
maran by firing squad
overnight.

So I would say to people
yes, you are absolutely
entitled to be angry but
we’ve got to be very
careful to ensure that
we do not allow our an-
ger to make a bad situ-
ation worse

Prime Minister Tony
Abbott announced the
unprecedented move
during a press confer-
ence in Canberra on
Wednesday morning.
“These executions
are both cruel and un-
necessary,” Mr Abbott
said.

“We respect Indone-
sia’s sovereignty but we
do deplore what’s been
done and this cannot
be simply business as
usual. For that reason,
once all the courtesies
have been extended to
the Chan and Sukuma-
ran families, our ambas-
sador will be withdrawn
for consultations.”
Australia has not with-
drawn ambassadors
when other Austra-
lian citizens have been
subjected to the death
penalty, including when
convicted  Australian

drug smuggler Van
Tuong Nguyen was ex-
ecuted in Singapore in
2005.

Mr Abbott acknowil-
edged that this is a
“dark moment” in Aus-
tralia’s relationship with
Indonesia.

“l want to stress that
this is a very important
relationship  between
Australia and Indonesia
but it has suffered as
a result of what’s been
done over the last few
hours,” he said.
Foreign Minister Julie
Bishop said that Austra-
lia’s ambassador, Paul
Grigson, will return to
Australia by the end of
the week for consulta-
tions with the govern-
ment about the future
of Australia’s relation-
ship with Indonesia.
“The withdrawal of an
ambassador is to reg-
ister our displeasure
at the way our citizens
have been treated,” Ms
Bishop said.

Executing the two men
was “senseless” given
they had rehabilitated
themselves during a
decade in prison, Ms
Bishop said.

Mr Abbott said he un-
derstood that Austra-
lians would be angry
about Indonesia’s deci-
sion to proceed with the

=1

=

Australians Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran have been executed
in Indonesia.

executions but urged
people not to make a
bad situation worse.

“l absolutely under-
stand people’s anger,”
Mr Abbott said.

“On the other hand, we
do not want to make a
difficult situation worse
and the relationship
between Australia and
Indonesia is important,
remains important, will
always be important,
will become more im-
portant as time goes
by. So | would say to
people yes, you are ab-
solutely entitled to be
angry but we’ve got to
be very careful to en-
sure that we do not al-
low our anger to make a
bad situation worse.”
Ms Bishop said that
Australia’s aid budget
to Indonesia would be
dealt with separately.
Earlier, Opposition
Leader Bill Shorten and
deputy leader Tanya
Plibersek said that In-
donesia’s “completely
unacceptable” actions
had “deeply hurt” Aus-
tralia and demanded a
strong response from
the Abbott government.
“Our best hopes have
been dashed and our
worst fears realised,”
they said in a state-
ment.

“Labor condemns the
execution of Andrew
Chan and Myuran Su-

kumaran in the stron-
gest possible terms.”
Mr Shorten and Ms
Plibersek said Chan
and Sukumaran had
been rehabilitated dur-
ing their time in prison.
“Yet today, they were
made to pay for one
stupid decision of 10
years ago with their
lives,” they said.
“Indonesia has not just
robbed two young men
of their lives but robbed
itself of two examples
of the strengths of its
justice system.

“As a close friend and
neighbour of Indonesia,
Australia is deeply hurt
that our pleas for mercy
were ignored.

“It was completely un-
acceptable for Indone-
sia to proceed as it did
when critical legal pro-
cesses were yet to run
their course, raising se-
rious questions about
Indonesia’s commit-
ment to the rule of law.
“These executions sig-
nificantly weaken Indo-
nesia’s ability to plead
mercy for its own citi-
zens facing execution
around the world.”

Mr Shorten and Ms
Plibersek praised Aus-
tralian diplomats, em-
bassy staff and the
Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister for
their efforts to save the
men’s lives.

Police officers face jail for death penalty tip-

Police officers who endan-
ger Australians’ lives by
tipping off their counter-
parts in countries where
the death penalty is used
would face up to 15 years’
jail under legislation to
be introduced into Parlia-
ment by Clive Palmer.

The move came as poli-
ticians, including inde-
pendent senator Nick
Xenophon, called for the
Australian Federal Police
(AFP) to face new scruti-
ny over its role delivering
the Bali nine ringleaders
Myuran Sukumaran and
Andrew Chan to Indone-
sian authorities a decade
ago. Both men were ex-
ecuted on Wednesday
morning Australian time.
Mr Palmer said he would
introduce a private mem-
ber’s bill, co-sponsored by
Victorian independent MP
Cathy McGowan, into the
House of Representatives
to minimise the chance of
Australians convicted of
crimes overseas meeting
the same fate as Chan and
Sukumaran.

“If the Australian Fed-
eral Police are aware of
Australians involved in a
capital punishment crime
committed in a foreign
country, then they should
not be allowed to provide
information which could
expedite the death pen-
alty,” Mr Palmer said.

“In the very saddening
case of Myuran Sukuma-
ran and Andrew Chan,
if these two Australian
citizens were arrested
on their return to Austra-
lia, their lives would be
saved.

“There needs to be an ur-
gentreview of policies that
could expose Australians
to the death penalty. The
death penalty is barbaric
and solves nothing.”
Under the draft legislation
circulated by Mr Palmer,
public officials who dis-
close information that
could lead to the execu-
tion of Australians over-
seas would face a mini-
mum prison sentence of a

year and a maximum sen-
tence of 15 years.

Mr Palmer said he hoped
the Coalition and Labor
would allow a conscience
vote on the issue.

Bruce Haigh, a former se-
nior Australian diplomat in
Indonesia, on Wednesday
called for the government
to launch an independent
inquiry into why the AFP
tipped off Indonesian au-
thorities instead of arrest-
ing Chan and Sukumaran
in Australia.

“The AFP has got out of
this, to this point in time,
scot-free and | think the
Prime Minister and oth-
ers should bring them to
task,” Mr Haigh said.
Senator Xenophon said
that he intends to raise
the issue with AFP offi-
cials at upcoming Senate
estimates hearings.
Senator Xenophon said
he had written to the Joint
Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Defence
and Trade on Wednesday
to ask that the matter be
examined.

“This is not about recrimi-
nations - it is about mak-
ing sure that this never
ever happens again,” he
said.

Greens senator Lee Rhian-
non described the AFP’s
involvement in Chan and
Sukumaran’s case as
“shameful” and said the
organisation should be
held accountable for its
actions.

The barrister who tipped
off the AFP about the Bali
nine’s plans in an effort
to prevent a family friend
from committing a crime
said the executions were
a “black day” for the AFP.
Bob Myers said the Aus-
tralian police handed the
Bali nine to Indonesian
authorities, knowing they
were subjecting the group
to potential death by firing
squad.

“This is a black day for
the AFP, a day they de-
liberately exposed nine
Australians to the death
penalty,” he said.
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Bill Shorten clears the way for Labor

shift on recognition of Palestine

Tony Burke will move the resolution at the national conference.
Photo: Michelle Smith

NSW Right power bro-
ker Tony Burke will lead
the push for a historic
shift in Labor’s posi-
tion on the recognition
of a Palestinian state at
the party’s July national
conference, under an
agreement  hammered
out with Bill Shorten.

Mr Burke will propose a
resolution at conference
expected to mirror that
put at NSW Labor confer-
ence last July. It stated if
no progress was made
towards a two-state so-
lution “and Israel contin-
ues to build and expand
settlements, a future La-
bor government will con-
sult like-minded nations
towards recognition of
the Palestinian state”.

A similar motion is wide-
ly expected to succeed
at the federal level, too.
Mr Burke’s action is a
clear sign Labor is seek-
ing to avoid a poten-
tially damaging stoush
between Mr Shorten’s
Victorian Right faction,
which broadly supports
the status quo, and the
NSW Right and national
Left factions, which want
to change the party’s po-
sition.

Former Labor foreign
minister and NSW pre-
mier Bob Carr predicted
the ALP would shift its
position and that “it
would strike a lot of peo-
ple as a moderate posi-
tion for the leadership
to say ‘let’s settle on the
NSW wording’ here”.
“Bill Shorten has moved

on this, that’s why he
has commissioned Tony
Burke to move the mo-
tion at conference,” Mr
Carr said, adding that “in
this context any water-
ing down of NSW confer-
ence decision would be
very unlikely”.

“This is about the leader
accepting the inevitabil-
ity of the party position
shifting because of the
impact of what [Israeli
prime minister Benja-
min] Netanyahu said in
the elections and the
movement in party sym-
pathies, as confirmed
by three states confer-
ences.”

Mr Shorten’s strong per-
sonal support for Israel
has not changed and he
backed the status quo
in the national platform,
which calls for a two-
state solution and for
Israelis and Palestinians
to live in peace within
secure borders.

Mr Burke is working
closely with Labor for-
eign affairs spokeswom-
an Tanya Plibersek on
the resolution.

Several other Labor MPs
said the fact Mr Burke
would put the resolu-
tion demonstrated Mr
Shorten was taking a
pragmatic approach to
the potentially fractious
debate.

The Opposition Leader
was one of the few mem-
bers of the cabinet who
in 2012 supported for-
mer prime minister Julia
Gillard in a damaging

cabinet split over Pales-
tinian status at the Unit-
ed Nations in 2012.

Mr Carr led and carried
the case for the party to
abstain on, rather than
oppose, upgraded status
for Palestine, defeating
Ms Gillard and Mr Short-
en.

A spokesman for Mr
Burke confirmed he
would move the resolu-
tion at National Confer-
ence and added that
specific foreign affairs
issues “usually take
the form of conference
resolutions, rather than
amendments to the plat-
form, so that the latest
information is able to be
taken into account’.

“Mr Burke has held
strong and public views
on a peaceful two-state
outcome for many years,
including previously as
a member of the cabinet,
and intends to participate
directly in the debate.
“Mr Burke does intend
to move a resolution on
this issue, the precise
wording of which will
be determined closer to
conference.”

He will still face a fight
from some of the party,
in particular with sec-
tions of the Victorian La-
bor Right on this issue.
Legal Affairs spokesman
Mark Dreyfus is expect-
ed to take the lead in op-
posing the resolution at
the conference.
Nevertheless, the likely
successful passage of
the resolution effectively
means a historic shift in
Labor’s position is in the
offing.

Also on Tuesday, NSW
Labor leader Luke Foley
announced any Labor
MP who received assist-
ed travel to Israel would
be expected to spend
an equivalent time in the
West Bank or Gaza to
hear the case of the Pal-
estinians.

Australian Federal Police to break silence on Bali nine

Australian Federal Police of-
ficers are set to be called
before a parliamentary com-
mittee within weeks to ex-
plain the organisation’s role
in delivering the executed
Bali nine ring leaders Andrew
Chan and Myuran Sukuma-
ran to Indonesian authorities
a decade ago.

The AFP gave information to
Indonesian officials about the
Bali nine which led to their
arrests for drug smuggling
in 2005. The AFP has previ-
ously declined to comment in
detail on the matter while the
Australians’ case was before
Indonesian courts.
Independent senator Nick
Xenophon said he intends to
raise the issue with AFP offi-
cials at upcoming Senate es-
timates hearings in May. Sen-
ator Xenophon also wrote to
the Joint Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs, Defence
and Trade on Wednesday to
ask that the matter be exam-
ined separately.

“This is not about recrimina-
tions - it is about making sure
that this never, ever happens
again,” he said.

A spokesman for the AFP
said it will hold a press con-
ference to answer questions
from journalists on their role
in the Bali nine case.

Bob Myers, the barrister who
tipped off the AFP about the
Bali nine’s plans in an effort
to prevent a family friend
from committing a crime said
Wednesday’s executions
were a “black day” for the
AFP.

Mr Myers said police had
handed the Bali nine to In-
donesian authorities know-
ing they were subjecting the
group to potential death by
firing squad.

“This is a black day for the
AFP, a day they deliberately
exposed nine Australians to
the death penalty,” he said.
But Chris Ellison, who was
the minister for justice and
customs at the time of the
Bali nine arrests, said it was
unfair to blame the AFP for
the executions.

“To say they have blood on
their hands is unfair,” he told
Sky News.

“One of the guidelines the
Australian Federal Police
works under is that it should
co-operate with international
law enforcement, and it was

doing that.

“If it had allowed the transac-
tion to happen in Indonesia
that could well have damaged
relations as well.”

Liberal MP Philip Ruddock,
who was attorney-general at
the time the Bali nine were ar-
rested, said a review by Judge
Paul Finn in 2006 found that
the AFP had acted lawfully.
“These are difficult issues
and | don’t think there should
be recrimination about it,” he
said.

Opposition  Leader  Bill
Shorten said that AFP guide-
lines on providing informa-
tion which could see people
face the death penalty were
changed in 2009.

He said it would be appropri-
ate for Parliament to debate
possibly tightening these

guidelines further in future
weeks.

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop
said the government was sat-
isfied with the guidelines on
information sharing.

Clive Palmer said he would
introduce a private member’s
bill, co-sponsored by Victo-
rian independent MP Cathy
McGowan, into the House of
Representatives to minimise
the chance of Australians
facing the death penalty over-
seas.

Under the draft legislation
circulated by Mr Palmer,
public officials who disclose
information that could lead
to the execution of Austra-
lians overseas would face a
minimum prison sentence of
a year and a maximum sen-
tence of 15 years.

Should we cut foreign aid to Indonesia?

AUSTRALIAN taxpayers have
forked out $55 million in for-
eign aid to prop up the Indo-
nesian justice system which
has just killed two of our citi-
zens.

Outraged Australians are
calling on the government to
slash foreign aid to Indonesia
in the wake of the executions
of Andrew Chan and Myuran
Sukumaran.

Yesterday, Foreign Minis-
ter Julie Bishop did not rule
out the prospect of reducing
Australia’s $600 million an-
nual foreign aid budget to
Indonesia. Australia is the
second largest donor behind
Japan.

Asked if Australia would re-
spond to the executions by
reducing the aid budget, Ms
Bishop said any announce-
ment would be made at bud-
get time in early May.

In 2013/14, Australia sent
$581 million to Indonesia.
The 2014/15 budget estimate
puts that figure at $605.3 mil-
lion.

The money is spent on a wide
range of programs, includ-
ing economic and democrat-
ic governance, education,
health, infrastructure, social
development, rural develop-
ment, and disaster risk re-
duction.

But in a cruel irony, between
2011 and 2015 Australia
spent $55 million on a pro-
gram to support Indonesia’s
justice system.

The Australia-Indonesia Part-
nership for Justice “works
with key Indonesian justice
institutions and civil society
partners to increase access
to justice for marginalised
groups ... and to combat cor-
ruption”.

“With Australian support,
Indonesian courts are tak-
ing less time to deliver judg-
ments and are making written
reasons for their decisions
available for free to the public
online,” DFAT says.
“Australia has also helped
Indonesia establish its first
national legal aid system,
under which poor individu-
als are accessing free legal
advice and representation to
help them resolve a range of
criminal and civil disputes.”
In that same period, Austra-
lia also spent $22.8 million
on an electoral support pro-
gram, aimed at “[enhancing]
the quality of Indonesia’s
elections by helping Indone-
sian organisations improve
the management of elec-
tions, and increasing public
engagement in electoral pro-
cesses”.

President Joko Widodo, who
came to power last year af-
ter defeating retired Lt. Gen.
Prabowo Subianto in the
July presidential election,
outraged Australia with his
hard line stance on drug of-
fenders on death row, refus-
ing to grant clemency despite
repeated pleas.
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