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We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 wiﬁ‘“_! ng'

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Free measure and quote
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents
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Glass & Glazing _
For all your glazing needs
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0404 015 551

Lic: 185750C

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 (i m fokal

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
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sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au
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artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director
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arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
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LOUIS VALENTINO i ki

’

PORCELLANATO [t i

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers Trades Centre;
22 [ 24 Anzac St

Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

L ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! La3S w 45k & gulidiw 394 gl Bld S O
Selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of ¢ Lz sleiSilly @mballl duzl o Jlo Soimas Sl dadlull

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. wonanadly ighly oailiall Gl & sdilas aaiiig (S g4
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibisdl 3935 ducgidl (0 desdis dzy3 ohe @ WiSpb
whole sale prices in Australia caload| ylauuls 53 9ol e dadl Omaaad 9 migdlg

ilgie lS HUL| pguiilg Juadly Jolaiy

LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO Fcesona Tiliﬂg Eq Uipm L ADHESIVES * SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

B AQUASEAL - I >
y Stone, Tile & Concrete Soluﬁons . n a Va t E x

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder .

Fibre glass roll . e Bl

And rr?uch much more ploadl Syl
(Showroom) yaydl dla

We also hold e O i lua A+ (54 Aaedl il (il (0

. Davco . “")6-‘4-"

. ASA Bostic Helallaa § o blua 4 (w0 Cadl

. Mapei {(Trades Centre) § ! 35! =

. Novatex el day 0 o Lolua 1 (4 daad| o WY (e - — T

*  Ardex elall a £ i Ll T 4 aseall C idaladl h sally Rali¥1 JDJ
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OUR LOCAL
COMMUNITY

42 O'Neill Street,

Granville NSW 2142

Ph: (02) 9637 4962

Mob: 0414 504 504

Email: pgarrard@parracity.nsw.gov.au
Web: ourlocalcommunity.com.au

COUNCILLOR

Auburn State Seat Paul Garrard

THE AUBURN ELECTORATE NEEDS...
o LEADERSHIP e VISION e PLAN
LABOR HAS FAILED T0 DELIVER ON ANY OF THESE ISSUES.

Labor is too busy stacking branches and fighting itself.
Labor is focussed on factional politics and not focussed on people.
Labor dumps a local and brings in Mr Foley from the Eastern Suburbs.

Vets THE PEOPLE OF THE AUBURN Yeld
cteare ¢ ELECTORATE NEED A CHANGE: a’zdlgg‘?z
Aot PAUL GARRARD »
M%e/ has a plan for Auburn cowlat
édcé 2o PAUL GARRARD
o'tk has a vision for Auburn

PAUL GARRARD can provide
Leadership for Auburn

ON 28TH MARCH MAKE A CHANGE AND VOTE INDEPENDENT
SUPPORT

El] PAUL GARRARD

INT=aaticao=zun=ml

Strata Management

e eSilols asad
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| A Sl | il ylad|
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_ . enmme—— A T 9721 1611
u‘)l.w.\.ll‘g s\.uS.n.u.ll 4.\.\.‘>'| (Strata) 51919 daluad
@l e agdlS JSule i |gluadil

0418 845 865 -=- 029721 1511
Adlont) deds B lgad ble 30 je JEIY 5 s
Alalal) (2 Buiag Jeall (2 A3
358 Guildford Road, Guildford NSW 2161

Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -
michael.k(@ nationalre.com.au
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A message from NSW Labor

Our community is made up of dynamic
entrepreneurs and professionals, displaying
leadership across many fields - from science
and academia to business and commerce.

We wish to thank the community for making such a
valuable contribution to our multicultural society here

Linda
Burney

Labor Candidate

in NSW.

(..-_
for Canterbury fi for Granville

Julia
Finn

Labor Candidate

Labor will keep our electricity network.

Authorised by Jamie Clements, 377 Sussex Street, Sydney NSW 2000.
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PIZZA HOUSE

"First I n Austra!fa"

Lt i At (D (9 (oI 9l Auuivgo

Pizza - Pasta - 0339l pollan b danall lgsrlial
mdelngmu&hL;o.

Steak - Seafood 3, ., cistgsle - clalia - Gasls - (3

L

oo DT duguisd| dodll| S89dil ud¥l L

101 Lygon St, Carlton, adlla .. deas
VIC 3053 dadle lalguds s & Milor i 9o geid | dsektuits 9
Ph 03 9347 1630 aaS el il ad| ST (pe

Fax 03 9348 1112 Lyssissd b el yiud yugis

Se.CO
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almaza Beer

Make it a lebanese summer

s LG - 3Vas dlasl - ilales - gl - dglad
il a9 dalg
om0 QA 02 i QB Qe agnd
Ph: 03 9354 4683
Mob: 0418175417 or 0425822 244
75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

C)m L e dcldl ol (gaednl
Classica PL Jﬁ" u"'hﬁl" ,)'-H-" e

12 Lincoln Stret |
East Brunswick VIC 3057

G ()t
T 03 9383 5222 ".Gm
Telopia Liquor Store ” . q
55 Adderton Road ecbsd| o "“',U' ol JS MY
Telopia NSW 2117 T -
Tel 02 9871 4295 plust ddald| ‘)| PR e |

Are you fed up with your curment employer? Broken
promises, hd-:ufrﬁmd.mappremhun‘?ﬂstlmhr

At IPS Security we mluemr Eﬂpluy&EEEn:lhmﬂui
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company. we're shways looking for

relimble aamll memmbaem ol e e —.-E-.-l- 1
TN, TS SRRSO I TS TS UL IR S,

Ewvery IPS Security employee contfributes fo our
continued success-and to u.l'lung—!.tnﬂmg reputation for

Irs Eamntqu.drﬁad Eq:rpinﬂnhfn'amatjrnf
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable fo join our team you must:

# Hold a first Aid cerificate
+ Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
« Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty

# Speak fluent English
= Hawve excellent presentation

# Be reliable

We hawe the following security positions available;
Crowd Control

[Events)
= HIEA cerificate
# Ayailable T days/nights
Static positions
Patrol positions
'We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Ho recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Mumber: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627
] Email: employment@@ipssecurity com.au
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b
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¢ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.

e MARN 1174229

S, FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

\! CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O2udlg ialeatly daghandlg 7z 19 | el o Rubaime) podd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :0d i ko Jhai

3 gl 5 g ok 3 gl Cibllan e e b S e
0413805930 -8 1 (s el B3 Gl
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‘Horsewoman of the Apoca-
lypse’: Liberals defend Peta
Credlin against text attack

Abbott in discussion with his chief of staff Credlin. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

The government’s most se-
nior female figure, Foreign
Minister Julie Bishop, has
come to the defence Prime
Minister Tony Abbott’s top
aide, Peta Credlin, whom
a senior party official
dubbed the “Horsewoman
of the Apocalypse”.

I do hope you can negoti-
ate the removal of Credlin.
That would be a huge win
in itself

The reference was made
by the Liberal Party’s hon-
orary federal treasurer,
Phil Higginson, who re-
cently made headlines af-
ter an explosive letter he
wrote complaining about
Ms Credlin’s position was
leaked to the media.

In that letter, Mr Higginson
complained that the Lib-
eral Party had allowed a
married couple to virtually
control all elements of the
party by allowing Ms Cred-
lin to be the Prime Minis-
ter’s powerful chief of staff
while her husband, Brian
Loughnane, was also fed-
eral director of the party’s
administrative arm.

“A managing director
would never allow his ex-
ecutive assistant to be the
wife of the chairman,” Mr
Higginson wrote.

The ABC’s Four Corners
program will on Monday
night reveal Mr Higginson
referred to Ms Credlin as
the “Horsewoman of the
Apocalypse” in a private
text message obtained by
the national broadcaster.
“Im refusing to sign the
2013/14 accounts ... it has
brought... the Horsewoman
of the Apocalypse out of
her den as you can image
[sic]. Black robes flowing.
Stay tuned for the hatchet
job on me ... it’s hurting me

just mainly watching the
party suicide.”

The text was sent to a se-
nior Liberal figure in late
2014, the program claims.
“I do hope you can negoti-
ate the removal of Credlin.
That would be a huge win
in itself,” Mr Higginson
also wrote.

The episode, titled “House
of Cards”, has examined
events leading up to the
failed attempt to oust Mr
Abbott from office in early
February.

Liberal MPs and staff mem-
bers complain Ms Credlin
is too controlling of the
government’s affairs and
repeatedly blocks alterna-
tive sources of advice from
reaching Mr Abbott.

In the past, Ms Credlin has
clashed with Ms Bishop
but on Monday the For-
eign Minister rushed to Ms
Credlin’s defence.

“It’'s very colourful Ilan-
guage,” Ms Bishop told
Sky News.

“It's deeply unfortunate it
has been said and been
made public.

“The less the internal work-
ings of the Liberal Party
are made public, the better
off for everybody.”

But cabinet minister Scott
Morrison did not choose
to defend Ms Credlin when
asked about the story, say-
ing he does not read peo-
ple’s private messages.

“I don’t make anything of
it, I don’t go around read-
ing everybody’s text mes-
sages and emails,” Mr
Morrison told reporters in
Canberra.

Mr Abbott last year said
he expected commentary
around Ms Credlin would
be different if she were a
man.

Abbott government’s uni fee law headed for defeat
despite major backdown

The Abbott government’s
last-ditch bid to win sup-
port for its higher edu-
cation reforms by aban-
doning a threat to sack
1700 scientists has failed
to convince the Senate
crossbench to support
the deregulation of uni-
versity fees.

Education Minister Chris-
topher Pyne announced
on Monday that the gov-
ernment would continue
to fund the National Col-
laborative Research In-
frastructure Strategy
(NCRIS) - described as
the “backbone of research
in Australia” — even if the
Senate blocks fee deregu-
lation.

Mr Pyne said as recently
as Sunday that $150 mil-
lion in funding for NCRIS,
which directly employs
1700 /eading researchers
working in health, manu-
facturing, ocean monitor-
ing and other fields, was
“inextricably linked” to
the passage of deregula-
tion.

Mr Pyne said the govern-
ment was also prepared
to sacrifice $1.9 billion in
savings by separating a
proposed 20 per cent cut
to course funding from
the bill to deregulate uni-
versity fees.

The government’s higher
education package was
originally designed to
save the budget $4 billion
over four years, but if the
20 per cent cut is blocked,
as expected, it would in-
stead cost an estimated
$1.3 billion over the same
period.

Both concessions were
embraced by university
leaders, who urged the
Senate to pass higher
education reform, but
failed to reverse the op-
position of the indepen-
dent senators. A vote on
deregulation is expected
by Wednesday.

A spokeswoman for Palm-
er United Party Senator
Zhenya “Dio” Wang — who

has previously expressed
support for deregula-
tion — said he would vote
against allowing universi-
ties to set their own fees.
“Senator Wang will not
change his mind - he
still opposes the bill,” the
spokeswoman said.

The government should
focus on  recouping
student debts, includ-
ing from graduates who
move overseas, rather
than increasing them, the
Sspokeswoman said.
Independent Senator Nick
Xenophon said: “Noth-
ing has changed - this is
policy on the run.
“Deregulation is  still
problematic and the gov-
ernment’s policy doesn’t
address university drop-
out rates.”

Liberal Democratic Sena-
tor David Leyonhjelm said
he supported the pro-
posed funding cut for uni-
versities but was leaning
towards voting against
deregulation. Senator
Leyonhjelm is concerned
deregulation would cost
taxpayers money because
of unpaid student debts.
Senators Glenn Lazarus
and Jacqui Lambie re-
main opposed and Fairfax
Media understands Ricky
Muir remains opposed.
With only Family First
senator Bob Day locked
in to as a yes vote, the
government is well short
of the six crossbench
votes it needs to pass de-
regulation.

Mr Pyne described the re-
search funding cut threat
and 20 per cent funding
cut as “distractions” from
the government’s deregu-
lation agenda.

“l hope this will clear
away hurdles that might
have been there before,”
he said.

“The Coalition is for re-
form, it’s for freedom, it’s
for letting unis be their
best selves. It’s for maxi-
mising their support and
revenue, doing the best

quality
sible.”
The government will fund
NCRIS, which supports
27 facilities across Aus-
tralia, for another year at
a cost of $150 million.
The threat to axe the
world-renowned program
had angered independent
senators, the scientific
community and the Busi-
ness Council of Australia,
which accused the gov-
ernment of holding scien-
tists’ jobs “hostage”.
Universities Australia
chief executive Belinda
Robinson urged the Sen-
ate to pass reform and
said all the peak body’s
qualifications about sup-
porting fee deregulation
had now been met.

“We just reiterate the

research pos-

point that if this bill goes
down, if this bill is voted
against, that is no solu-
tion,” she said.

Group of Eight universi-
ties chief executive Vicki
Thomson said it would be
“unthinkable” for the gov-
ernment’s reforms to fail.
“The present funding
model is broken,” she
said. “University funding
is an investment in Aus-
tralia’s future. The Go8
implores the Senate to
this week make the right
decision for every student
and for Australia.”
Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten said the conces-
sion were a “humiliating
backdown” and called for
the government to aban-
don its proposals alto-
gether.

Christopher Pyne backs down on
research funding as defeat looms
for university deregulation bill

Education Minister Christopher Pyne, pictured with Universities Australia
chief executive Belinda Robinson, announces the backdown on Monday.
Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Federal Education Minis-
ter Christopher Pyne has
retreated on his threat to
cut 1700 research jobs,
announcing the govern-
ment will split funding for
their positions from its
plan to deregulate univer-
sity fees.

Mr Pyne’s tactic of threat-
ening the research jobs
backfired  spectacularly
by angering crossbench
Senators opposed to un-
capping university fees.
On Sunday Mr Pyne said
the savings for the gov-
ernment in uncapping
university fees were “in-
extricably linked” to fund-
ing for the $150 million

National Collaborative
and Research Infrastruc-
ture Scheme (NCRIS).
“You can’t do one without
the other,” he said.

But on Monday, in the face
of fierce backlash and
the threat the bill would
be voted down a second
time this week, Mr Pyne
retreated and said fund-
ing for the NCRIS would
continue for another 12
months.

“The funding for this will
be found in offsets in the
budget and it will not be
subject to the passage of
the Higher Education and
Research Education Bill,”
Mr Pyne said.
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Tony Abbott claims Aus-
tralia was heading for a
‘Greek-style future’

Labor has condemned
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott’s claim that Australia
was heading for a “Greek-
style economic future” as
inflammatory, irresponsi-
ble and capable of harm-
ing economic confidence.
The Prime Minister should
be far more responsible
than this constant scare-
mongering which is hav-
ing a clear impact on con-
fidence in the community
Mr Abbott made the re-
mark during a radio inter-
view in which he pledged
he would not fix the feder-
al budget this year at the
expense of households
but predicted a “broad
budget balance” within
five years.

“Under the former La-
bor government we were
heading to a Greek-style
economic future,” the
Prime Minister told 2SM
host Grant Goldman.

In a later interview, he
said his government’s
second budget would be
“dull” in terms of spend-
ing cuts because most
of the “heavy lifting” was
done last year, despite
key measures still not
passed.

Labor’s treasury spokes-
man, Chris Bowen, said
the Prime Minister should
not scare business and
consumers.

“The Prime Minister and
the Treasurer just don’t
get it — when they use
this inflammatory and ir-
responsible language,
they do the real damage
to confidence in Austra-
lia,” Mr Bowen told Fair-
fax Media.

“The Prime  Minister
should be far more re-
sponsible than this con-
stant  scaremongering,
which is having a clear
impact on confidence in
the community.”

In 2012, the Organisation
for Economic Co-oper-
ation and Development
(OECD) showed Greece’s

debt was 164 per cent of
GDP while Australia’s was
42 per cent.

OECD data also showed
that, in 2014, Greece’s
unemployment hit 26 per
cent of the labour force
compared with 6 per cent
in Australia.

During the interview, Mr
Abbott played down the
prospect of a harsh bud-
get in May and said his
government had made a
“lot more progress than
people think” on the fis-
cal repair job.

“If you look at the Inter-
generational Report, it
showed that on the mea-
sures that this Parliament
has already passed ... we
get back to broad bud-
get balance in about five
years,” Mr Abbott said.
While the recently re-
leased report did forecast
the deficit could be eradi-
cated within five years,
that hinged on the Senate
agreeing to all spending
cuts, including the Medi-
care co-payment and the
original higher education
reform package.

In a later interview with
Melbourne radio 3AW, Mr
Abbott said the budget
would be “frugal, pru-
dent and responsible” but
added “it’s not going to
involve anything like the
restructuring we saw last
year”.

“I think when it comes to
savings people will find it
pretty dull and pretty rou-
tine,” he said.

The higher education re-
forms were defeated in the
Senate on Tuesday night,
while the GP co-payment
has been scrapped fol-
lowing a fierce backlash.
The government argues
the Parliament has passed
about 80 per cent of the
first budget measures,
delivering about $30 Dbil-
lion in savings and a net
$16 billion improvement
to the bottom line over
four years.

Tony Abbott’s promise to balance budget
in five years raises prosp

T

Prime Minister Tony Abbott’s pledge is in contrast to Treasurer Joe Hockey’s refusal to put a timeframe on
a return to surplus. Photo: Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott has insisted the fed-
eral budget will be be
back in balance within
five years, even as the
government’s higher edu-
cation reforms were de-
feated in the Senate and
clear signs emerged that
Treasurer Joe Hockey will
not pursue big structural
reforms after his bruising
first budget.

Mr Abboit’s bullish pre-
diction, made during a
joint meeting of the Liber-
al and National parties on
Tuesday, has raised the
prospect of future deep
spending cuts to replace
blocked measures in the
Coalition’s first budget.

In the lead-up to the next
budget, structural cuts
and savings in areas
such as health, educa-
tion and the pension that
were attempted in the first
budget have been put on
the backburner and the
government is likely to
seek one-off savings from
changes to programs.
Several Coalition sources
familiar with the discus-
sions of the powerful
expenditure review com-
mittee confirmed struc-
tural budget reform had
been pushed back, with
one saying any structural
measures would be “no-
where near the extent of
last time” and a second
saying, “We are not going
to rock the boat too much
this time”.

These statements are

consistent with Mr Hock-
ey’s admission, as he
launched the Intergenera-
tional Report [IGR], that
his first budget had at-
tempted to do “40 years
of work in one year”.

In turn, Mr Abbott over
the weekend promised a
“prudent, frugal budget”
while insisting the gov-
ernment’s reform agenda
was “absolutely not”
dead as he pointed to
forthcoming tax and fed-
eration white papers.

The second budget will
focus on doing less and
selling it better. A series
of packages aimed at
families, small business,
jobs and workforce par-
ticipation measures for
women and older Aus-
tralians will help form the

centrepiece.
The government now
argues the Parliament

has passed around 80
per cent of the first bud-
get measures, delivering
about $30 billion in sav-
ings and a net $16 billion
improvement to the bot-
tom line over four years.
The recently released In-
tergenerational  Report
forecast the deficit could
be eradicated within five
years but that hinged on
the Senate agreeing to all
spending cuts, including
the Medicare co-payment
and the original higher
education reform pack-
age.

The mid-year economic
update forecast a budget

deficit of $40.3 billion in
2014-15, falling steadily
to $11.4 billion in 2017-
18 - effectively a balanced
budget.

But Mr Abbott’s time-
frame pledge to the party
room is in contrast to Mr
Hockey, who has studi-
ously declined to put a
timeframe around a return
to surplus.

In February, the Treasurer
said: “l have never speci-
fied a date because | can’t
control external forces
and | am certainly not
going down the path of
Wayne Swan.”

Mr Abbott told colleagues
the Intergenerational Re-
port showed under Labor,
Australia was on ftrack
to “southern European
levels of debt” and that
budget balance would be
achieved in half the time
under the Coalition.

Both Mr Abbott and For-
eign Minister Julie Bishop
flagged the cabinet’s plan
to use the report to better
sell the need for budget
repair.

Ms Bishop’s public inter-
vention in debate about
the government’s bud-
get strategy came after
an embarrassing leak
from a full meeting of the
42-member ministry on
Monday night, revealed
by Fairfax Media, that Ms
Bishop had questioned
the federal government’s
handling of its first bud-
get.

The increasingly asser-

ect of new cuts

tive deputy Liberal leader
- whom many in the party
consider to be the next
leader - raised her con-
cerns about the sales job
of the first budget with Mr
Abbott and Finance Min-
ister Mathias Cormann,
arguing for broader con-
sultation on the budget
“narrative” and unfavour-
ably contrasting it with
the Howard government’s
efforts.

Later on Tuesday, she
said the Intergenerational
Report set the scenario
“for the budgets that will
need to hand down in the
future”.

Ms Bishop did not deny
she had made the com-
ments to the full ministry
meeting and then spelt
out in detail how the In-
tergenerational  Report,
and the need to rein in
deficits, should be central
to the government’s eco-
nomic plan of attack.
Grattan Institute chief
economist John Daley
said the budget could
sneak into balance on
the Prime Minister’s time-
frame, assisted by fiscal
drag.

But that is assuming the
Treasury forecasts are
correct and over the past
seven years they have
been consistently out by
tens of billions of dollars.
“This time they might
be lucky, but if | was the
Treasurer | wouldn’t be
counting on being lucky,”
he said.

More likely, the govern-
ment would have to find
new savings to propel
the budget into balance
within five years, Mr Da-
ley said.

Shadow treasurer Chris
Bowen said the nation
faced a worsening budget
deficit no matter what the
government did.

“Just last October, Tony
Abbott promised the bud-
get would be in ‘broad
balance’ by 2017-18, now
that’s out to ‘within five
years’,” he said.
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Abbott government’s university fee de-
regulation bill voted down in the Senate

Education Minister Christopher Pyne has said he’ll continue to argue for
fee deregulation. Photo: Alex Elinghausen

The Senate has rejected
the Abbott government’s
proposed higher educa-
tion changes - includ-
ing the deregulation of
university fees - for the
second time within three
months.

The government’s bill,
which would have al-
lowed universities to set
their own undergraduate
fees, was defeated by 34
votes to 30 on Tuesday
night.

The government fell
three votes short of the
six crossbench
it needed to pass the
changes.

Senators Bob Day, Da-
vid Leyonhjelm and John
Madigan voted with the
government while sena-
tors Ricky Muir, Glenn
Lazarus, Nick Xenophon,
Zhenya Wang and Jacqui
Lambie voted against.
Earlier on Tuesday Edu-
cation Minister Chris-
topher Pyne vowed to
continue to argue for
deregulation even if the
Senate voted down the
bill, saying, “You couldn’t
kill me with an axe.”
Independent senator Nick
Xenophon said the cur-
rent funding system for
universities was unsus-
tainable but called for a
comprehensive review of
the sector before consid-
ering fee deregulation.
“There has been a lack
of preparation and con-
sultation before such a
fundamental change to
Australia’s higher educa-
tion policy,” Senator Xe-
nophon said.

votes

“This is the biggest, most
radical change Australia
has seen in higher edu-
cation.

“Right now, what we have
is a mess. What has hap-
pened to date has been
less than satisfactory.”
Senator Lambie ac-
cused the government of
launching a “disgraceful
political ambush” and
employing the tactics
of a “third-world tyrant”
during negotiations with
the Senate.

“I oppose this legislation
with every fibre of my be-
ing,” she said.

Senator Lambie said all
Australian should be able
to complete their first
university degree for free
and called on both Labor
and the Coalition to com-
mit to spend one per cent
of gross domestic prod-
uct on higher education.
Senator Madigan warned
his fellow  senators
against succumbing to
populism and urged them
to seek to improve the
government’s bill rather
than vote it down.

“I have serious concerns
with the bill in its current
form, but | also fear the
consequences of doing
nothing,” he said.
Assistant Education
Minister Simon Birming-
ham said voting against
the bill would deny uni-
versities much needed
freedom and autonomy,
as well as denying Com-
monwealth support to
80,000 students in path-
way programs, TAFEs
and private colleges.

Coalition to wind back tax disclosure laws over ‘kidnap’ fears

Prime Minister Tony Abbott
has told Coalition party
room members that the
government would wind
back tax disclosure laws
after complaints by pri-
vate business owners that
they could be kidnapped
when people realised how
wealthy they were from tax
information that was made
public.

Fairfax Media first reported
the concerns raised with
the government by private
business owners who think
they may be held at ran-
som because of the laws
that will require the Tax
Office to publish the tax
details of about 1600 pri-
vate and public companies
with more than $100 million
turnover on the data.gov.au
website.

The government now wants
to remove about 100 pri-
vate companies, which it
believes should be exempt-
ed.

Assistant Treasurer Josh
Frydenberg said there were
real concerns about the
implications of the publica-
tion of the tax data of pri-
vate companies. Mr Fryden-
berg said there were safety
concerns because it made
those individuals potential
kidnap targets.

Another  Coalition col-
league said that access to
the financial statements of
the 100 companies meant
that they were at a commer-
cial disadvantage when, for
example, they happened to
be suppliers to the big su-
permarket chains, or nego-
tiating with them.

After listening to Mr Fryden-
berg argue his case, Mr
Abbott agreed to advance
the proposed changes to
exempt private companies.
That could mean the na-
tion’s top public compa-
nies will still have their tax
information published.

The laws, which Coalition
ministers, including Trea-
surer Joe Hockey, voted
against when in opposition,
will from this year allow Tax
Commissioner Chris Jor-
dan to publish information,
including total income, tax-
able income and tax paid.
The decision to wind back
the laws comes amid in-

tense lobbying by business
groups for the laws to be
scrapped, with sugges-
tions that publishing such
information may be “mis-
leading”.

On Friday the Tax Office re-
vealed it would allow Aus-
tralia’s biggest companies
to review their tax informa-
tion before it is published
in the public domain in De-
cember.

This would include tax in-
formation on private com-
panies controlled by billion-
aire mining magnate Gina
Rinehart, and could also
expose other wealthy indi-
viduals who do not appear
on rich lists such as the
BRW Rich 200.

Shadow assistant Treasurer
Andrew Leigh said the Lib-
eral Party had opposed bet-
ter transparency on the tax
affairs of big multinationals
since the day Labor first
proposed it

“This would be yet another
example of the Abbott gov-
ernment siding with the big
end of town against the
interests of the Australian
community,” he said.

Mr Leigh said Mr Hockey
was “full of big talk about
cracking down on tax avoid-
ance, but when it counts in
the party room and the par-
liament, his government
consistently lets companies
off the hook.”

“Rolling back these trans-
parency laws means shield-
ing big multinationals from
public scrutiny,” he said.
“Without transparent tax re-
porting, it will be easier for
some big firms to continue
to avoid paying their fair
share of tax.”

When the laws were being
pushed by the former Labor
government through parlia-
ment, Mr Hockey said he
had “deep concerns” and
the Coalition would not sup-
port publishing information
that could be “reasonably
attributed to a single per-
son”.

Despite the government
pledge to look into the pri-
vacy concerns, Australia’s
biggest public companies
are gearing up to unveil
public reports detailing how
they are good taxpayers.
Australia’s big four banks

are among a raft of com-
panies working with their
communications staff to
voluntarily launch reports
about taxes paid. A number
of companies have already
made submissions to the
federal inquiry on corporate
tax avoidance about the tax-
es they pay and their “good

working” relationship with
the Australian Tax Office.
Greens Leader Christine
Milne said: “The kidnapping
argument is laughable. This
is just yet another example
of the Abboltt government
doing everything it can to
protect the people it gov-
erns for — the rich.”

Government’s plan to lower pro-
tection threshold likely to be sty-

mied in Senate

The Abbott government’s
plan to reduce the thresh-
old for assessing wheth-
er people face torture or
degrading treatment if
they are returned to their
countries of origin faces
certain defeat in the Sen-
ate.

But the fate of several
other provisions that will
make it more difficult
for thousands of asylum
seekers to press their
claims for refugee status
remains uncertain.

Labor, the Greens and
several crossbenchers
plan to vote down a new
framework for assessing
the claims of those who
are not refugees, but seek
“complementary protec-
tion” under other interna-
tional treaties, including
the convention against
torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading
treatment.

Critics including cross-
benchers Ricky Muir and
Nick Xenophon, fear the
changes raise “the real
prospect of returning
people to persecution or

other forms of life-threat-
ening harm”.
If passed, the Ilegisla-

tion would apply a “more
likely than not” threshold
that would only protect
those who face more than
a 50 per cent chance of
suffering significant harm
if returned to their home
countries.

The existing framework
applies the same thresh-
old for complementary
protection as for assess-
ing refugee claims: that
there is a “real chance”
of the person facing harm
if returned.

Several senators have

expressed concern that
the lower threshold could
result in women facing
honour killings or female
genital mutilation.

Labor has vowed to op-
pose the lower threshold
and will move amend-
ments to several other
provisions. These in-
clude one that would re-
fuse protection visas to
those who do not provide
evidence of their identity
without a valid explana-
tion. Another change re-
quires asylum seekers to
specify all arguments to
support their claims from
the outset.

Greens senator Sarah
Hanson-Young says the
legislation will deny refu-
gee protection to those
who are thought to have,
or who actually have,
provided false identity,
citizenship or nationality
documents.

She says the change
“ignores the realities of
seeking asylum and goes
against the basic prin-
ciples of the refugee con-
vention”.

Liberal senator Cory
Bernardi defended the
legislation on national
security grounds, telling
the Senate: “If you look
at some of the issues we
are facing in this country
today, whether it is ter-
rorist activity, insurgent
activity, extremist activity
or general crime, you will
find there are elements
of this that can be traced
back to a disorderly mi-
gration program.

“To say that is not being
racist or anything like
that;, it is simply stating
some facts and some
truths.”
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