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26 Good Street Granville 2142 - Tel; 96371759 Fax: 96371294
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EASY TRAINING SOLUTIONS
Attain your skills... the EASY way
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
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Suite 4 / 6 McFarlane St, Merrylands NSW 2160
info@easytrainingsolutions.com.au
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__ 1‘} 'GLENN BROOKES -

The right choice for East Hills 0 ®

Phone: 0476 547 042 Email: easthills@nsw.liberal.org.au
or find me on Facebook @GlennBrookesMP

DA WATEHDIIE:

ABN: 85 806 130 998

0415 620 150

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel : 02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

& ! Dulux Wash & Wear 15L $165
mi Dulux Weathershield 15 L  $175
*# Finess 20L From $98

=M Apco 20L $110

Taubmans Endure 15L $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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As a rapidly growing company, we're shvays looking for
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
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continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security reguires. gualified applicants for a variety of
positions all ower the Malbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our feam you must:

= Hold a first Aid cerificate

= Hold & current Wiciorian Security Licenos ‘}. liﬂlh'h’
= Hawe dedication, Commitment & Loyalty

IPS ad
& Security

s Speak fluent English Jhaslg el
« Have excellent presentation ot | Ayt |
= Be reliable & -
We have the following security posificns available; JL‘HH hb‘-“
Crowed Control - .
(Events) Auad Lie
= [RS5A cerfificate
= Ayailable T daysinighis
Patrol positions
We hawe full time, part 1:m:l:n|:l casual positions — B e w
Previo us.n.ppjt'ﬁn:? need not apply S nf
Victoria Licence Number 774 201-10S --Jaall b A8
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jalall B Buesny
Emiail: meentENpssecuriby.c.om.au |_
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Muslims blast PM's Scapegoating
of the Community

Mr Hafez Kassem

Mr Hafez Kassem, President
of Muslims Australia - AFIC,
while on a visit to the holy
city of Makkah, said that the
National Security address
by the Prime Minister was
a great disappointment to
the Muslim Community of
Australia.

Mr Kassem said that all
Islamic organizations in

Australia and overseas
have repeatedly condemned
all forms of violence and
extremism at home or
overseas and distanced
Islam and Muslims from all
forms of terrorism. ‘I am
amazed at the suggestion
that

continue to do this as if

Muslims need to

to prove our loyalty to
Australia”. “The allegiance
of the Muslims of Australia
is to Australia first and

foremost”, he stressed.

Mr Kassem said that the
Prime Minister's comments
are harsh and reckless
lack
the

engagement

and show a total
of understanding of
ongoing
and work of the Muslim
Community. *He made the
same mistake when he
reminded the Indonesians
about Australia’s billion
dollar tsunami assistance
package in his recent
engagement with them.”

Mr Kassem urged the PM
to think carefully and to
tone down his rhetoric. “At
this crucial time we have
to stand together to build
our nation rather than
scapegoating one segment
of the community for petty
political benefit or to deflect
from his

attention own

personal failings as the

leader of this nation.”
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15 L water proofing
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*Permanent Visas

dnd| B3 Al 939 0o 8)130 ot | Aussga

¢ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
3 Registered Migration Agent
MARN; 1174229
p” i FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\ CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
' Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including

Salall (y9Sian P2 o Jlaial
e = "
dadg dilea IPS Security
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for -
change! IPS l.k"
At IPS Secwurity we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company. we're ahways looking for & SE(_“unt}i’
refiable, well spoken and well presented indaviduals.
Every IPS Security employes contributes fo our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputafion for .;JJH-L‘
excellence.
IPS Security requires gqualified applicants for a variety of
positions all ower the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be hj'IMI Lﬁ
suitable to join our feam you must: -
= Hold a first Aid certificate el —
# Hpld a current Victorian Security Licence u‘ ﬂﬂ'b‘l‘l"
= Hawve dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty - ) .
= Speak fluent English Jhﬁij Hh#
= Hawe excellent presentation inﬂ*lii hiﬁi
= Be reliable i P T =T
We have the following security positions available; qu ol |
Crowd Comtrol .
(Events) PP
= RSA cerificate
= Awailable 7 daysinights
Static positions kdak
Patrol positions
We hawve full time, part time and casual positions e B = s
available. Ll g @
Previous Applicants need not apply Lahs ol
Ho recruitment companies ‘a
Victoria Licence Mumber: T774-201-105 ) .d-ﬂ-" '? i
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627 sl g sy

—

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O3 1g Cfaleatlg dugladutlg 7z 19 ) @usl o fuadid P
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 : @iyl ke Jhaidh

3yl B i Ik 5 gl Ol ey e b @S| aand
0413805930 : 0y s b G113 okl
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Prime Minister Tony Abbott vows to crack down on terrorism

in Australia and overseas during national security address

Prime Minister Tony Abbott making a national security statement at the
AFP headquarters in Canberra this morning. Picture: Kym Smith

- Abbott to strengthen im-
migration and citizenship
laws to fight terrorism
- Extremist group Hizb-ut-
Tahrir is set to be outlawed
by the government
« ASIO now monitoring 400
“high priority” national se-
curity cases
- Abbott warned to stop
cutting budget of counter-
terrorism agencies
AUSTRALIANS whoattempt
to join up to death cult ter-
rorist groups abroad will be
stripped of their citizenship
under dramatic new laws to
be brought before the Par-
liament within weeks.

In the first national security
address by an Australian
Prime Minister, Tony Ab-
bott this morning warned
that the risk of domestic
terrorism was unprece-
dented in the country’s his-
tory and now posed a clear
and present danger.
Announcing controversial
changes to citizenship laws
in light of the 110 known
Australians to have joined
the Islamic State in Syria
and Iraq, the PM said dual
nationals would be stripped
of their Australian citizen-
ship if found to be involved
with terror groups.
Australian nationals would
also face losing citizenship
privileges including being
allowed to return to Aus-
tralia, access to consular
services and prohibition of
travel.

“Today, | am announc-
ing that the Government
will look at new measures
to strengthen immigra-

tion laws, as well as new
options for dealing with
Australian citizens who
are involved in terrorism,”
the PM said in an address
made at the Australian Fed-
eral Police headquarters in
Canberra.

“We cannot allow bad peo-
ple to use our good nature
against us.

“The Government will de-
velop amendments to the
Australian Citizenship Act
so that we can revoke or
suspend Australian citi-
zenship in the case of dual
nationals.

“It has long been the case
that people who fight
against Australia forfeit
their citizenship.
“Australians who take up
arms with terrorist groups,
especially while Australian
military personnel are en-
gaged in Afghanistan and
Iraq, have sided against
their country and should
be treated accordingly.
“For Australian nationals,
we are examining suspend-
ing some of the privileges
of citizenship for individu-
als involved in terrorism.
“Those could include re-
stricting the ability to leave
or return to Australia, and
access to consular servic-
es overseas, as well as ac-
cess to welfare payments.”
By the numbers...

20: The number of people
arrested and charged as a
result of six counter terror-
ism operations conducted
around Australia since
September

- 100,000: social media
messages in a variety of
languages are churned out
by the Islamist death cult
and its supporters every
day

- 110 Australians have trav-
elled overseas to join the
death cult in Iraq and Syria
- at least 20 have died

* 400 high-priority coun-
terterrorism investigations
are currently underway
with ASIO

The PM also confirmed that
the extremist group Hizb-
ut-Tahrir would be out-
lawed.

“Organisations and indi-
viduals blatantly spread-
ing discord and division
— such as Hizb ut-Tahrir
— should not do so with
impunity,” he said.

“Today, I can confirm that
the Government will be
taking action against hate
preachers.

“This includes enforcing
our strengthened terrorism
advocacy laws.

It includes new programs
to challenge terrorist pro-
paganda and to provide
alternative online material
based on Australian val-
ues.

“And it will include stron-
ger prohibitions on vilify-
ing, intimidating or inciting
hatred.

Releasing the findings of a
review of the country’s na-
tional security architecture,
Mr Abbott confirmed that
ASIO was now monitoring
400 “high priority” national
security cases with several
thousand “leads” being in-
vestigated.

As revealed by The Daily
Telegraph, Mr Abbott an-
nounced a new counterter-
rorism taskforce and co-or-
dinator to bring the various
spy and policing agencies
under one umbrella.
“Australia has entered
a new, long-term era of
heightened terrorism threat
with a much more signifi-
cant homegrown element,”
he said.

“On all metrics, the threat to
Australia is worsening. The

number of foreign fighters
is increasing, the number
of known sympathisers
and supporters of extrem-
ists is increasing, and the
number of potential terror-
ists, including many who
live in our midst, is rising
as well.”

“We have seen the behead-
ings, the mass executions,
the crucifixions and the
sexual slavery in the name
of religion.

“We know that these are
testing times for everyone
here — and for everyone
sworn to protect democrat-
ic freedoms.

“We have seen our fellow
Australians — people born
and bred to live and let live
— succumb to the lure of
this death cult

“Last September, the Na-
tional Terrorist Threat level
was lifted to High, which
means a terrorist attack is
likely.

“Critics said we were exag-
gerating.

“But since then, we have
witnessed the frenzied at-
tack on two police officers
in Melbourne and the horror
of the Martin Place siege.
Numan Haider, 18, was
shot dead after stabbing
two police officers in Mel-
bourne.

Man Monis was killed by
police after taking hostag-
es at the Lindt Cafe in Syd-
ney’s Martin Place.

Mr Abbott confirmed that at
least 110 Australians have
travelled overseas to join
the death cult in Iraq and
Syria.

“At least 20 of them, so far,
are dead,” he said.

“Today, | am releasing the
Counter Terrorism review
that the Government com-
missioned last August.
“The Review finds that we
face a new, long-term era
of heightened terrorism
threat, with a much more
significant ‘home grown’
element.

“While the Review did not
recommend major struc-
tural changes, it did recom-
mend strengthening our

counterterrorism strategy
and improving our coop-
eration with at-risk com-
munities.

“I can’t promise that ter-
rorist atrocities won’t ever
again take place on Austra-
lian soil.

“But let me give you this
assurance:

“My Government will never
underestimate the threat.
“We will make the difficult
decisions that must be
taken to keep you and your
family safe.”

GLENN BROOKES WELCOMES NEW NURS-
ES & MIDWIVES TO LOCAL HOSPITALS

131 new nurses and mid-
wives are commencing
their life-saving work at
South West Sydney Local
Health District this year,
Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes on thurs-
day.

Mr Brookes said in its first
term, the Baird Government
has made a record invest-
ment in the recruitment of
nurses and midwives.

“The Baird Government
has a clear record when it
comes to recruiting histor-
ic numbers of nurses and
midwives to work in our
public hospitals. More than
3400 (FTE) have joined the
system since we came to
office,” Mr Brookes said.
“And 131 new nurses and
midwives will be joining
our local hospitals this
year to deliver quality care
to our community.

“These newly graduated
nurses and midwives have
decided to spend their
graduate year learning and
developing their skills in
South West Sydney Local
Health District, and | am
thrilled to welcome them to
our region.

“We all remember what it’s
like to start a new job - per-

haps in a new town - so |
encourage the community
to make our new nurses
and midwives welcome.”
“Whether it’s investing in
new hospitals, enhancing
existing facilities or recruit-
ing more nurses and mid-
wives, this government is
delivering improved health
services.

“I wish the new nurses and
midwives beginning work
in South West Sydney Lo-
cal Health District this year
all the very best. They will
be learning from the best
and in very capable hands.
“m incredibly lucky to
have the opportunity to
meet nurses, midwives
and hospital staff at Bank-
stown-Lidcombe Hospital
often and I'm always im-
pressed by their commit-
ment to care.

Health Minister Jillian Skin-
ner said more than 1800
graduate nurses and mid-
wives will begin their life-
saving careers this year in
139 hospitals across NSW.
“There is no better time
than now to be working in
the NSW public health sys-
tem,” Mrs Skinner said.
Media: Marc Nehme — 0490
371 165
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PM stands by Loughnane

and Credlin

TONY Abbott is standing
by his powerful chief of
staff Peta Credlin despite
a damaging new leak re-
vealing a major rift be-
tween top Liberal Party
officials over her role.
THE prime ministerinsists
Ms Credlin’s marriage to
the party’s federal direc-
tor, Brian Loughnane, is
not a conflict of interest
and he has dismissed the
latest leak as a “storm in
a teacup”.

In two emails leaked to
Fairfax Media, the party’s
federal treasurer Phil
Higginson wrote that Ms
Credlin’s relationship
with Mr Loughnane was
the “most serious cur-
rent dilemma” facing the
party.

He wrote that “how this
party ever let a husband
and wife team into those
roles” was beyond him,
and that their relationship
was causing dysfunction
and “wooden and unreli-
able communication”.
But Mr Abbott down-
played the emails and re-
stated his confidence in

the power couple.
He pointed out that Mr
Loughnane has been

the federal director for
12 years and Ms Credlin
has occupied a series of
senior positions for vari-
ous ministers and party
leaders.

“So if this is a problem,
it’s been a problem for 10
years. In fact it is no prob-
lem,” he told Macquarie
Radio on Tuesday.

The latest leak has been
interpreted as a fresh at-
tack on Mr Abbott’s lead-
ership and comes as he
faces renewed pressure
from within his own min-
istry, with another Fair-
fax Media report claim-
ing seven frontbenchers
have effectively put him
on notice.

Despite voting to support
Mr Abbott against a spill
motion earlier this month,
the unnamed ministers

are reportedly discussing
the timing of a potential
move against him.

Mr Abbott dismissed that

report too, saying vot-
ers are “sick of the inter-
nals”.

“Prime ministers are al-
ways on probation,” he
told the Nine Network.
“There is a sense in
which every day you have
to perform.”

Mr Abbott did have some
good news on Tuesday,
with the latest Newspoll
showing support for the
coalition had risen three
points to a four-month
high.

However, the government
still trails Labor AT to 53
per cent on a two-party
basis, while 11 per cent
of those surveyed con-
sidered Mr Abbotit arro-
gant.

Senior frontbenchers
Julie Bishop and Ma-
thias Cormann defended
the performance of Mr
Loughnane and Ms Cred-
lin, saying they had both
occupied their roles for
many years.

Ms Bishop said they had
been a “formidable pair”
that helped the coalition
win government.
“Obviously things are in
a challenging situation at
present and so it seems
that people are pointing
the finger at those who,
in the past, were being
lauded for their efforts,”
she told ABC radio.
Responding to the report
that frontbenchers were
plotting against Mr Ab-
bott, Senator Cormann
said the prime minister
still had the “strong and
united” backing of his
ministry.

Ms Bishop, who has been
touted as a possible re-
placement for Mr Abbott,
said she was not aware
of any frontbenchers
planning to move on the
prime minister.

“They haven’t spoken to
me,” she said.

Defiant Gillian Triggs resists pressure from Abbott government to resign

On the attack: Prime Minister Tony Abbott in Parliament on Tuesday.

Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

The Abbottgovernment has
been accused of breaching
the criminal code by offer-
ing Gillian Triggs an incen-
tive to resign as president
of the Human Rights Com-
mission.

It came after both Prime
Minister Tony Abbott and
Attorney-General George
Brandis stepped up their at-
tacks on Professor Triggs,
accusing her of orchestrat-
ing a political stitch-up and
losing the confidence of
the Australian people.
Labor’s shadow attorney-
general, Mark Dreyfus,
has written to the Austra-
lian Federal Police com-
missioner, Andrew Col-
vin, saying the offer may
“constitute corrupt and
unlawful conduct”. He has
asked that the matter be
investigated as a priority
for possible referral to the
Commonwealth Director of
Public Prosecutions. The
Greens are set to request
their own investigation.
The secretary of the Attor-
ney-General’s department,
Chris Moraitis, on Tuesday
confirmed that Professor
Triggs was told a senior
role would be available if
she resigned after being
told she no longer had the
confidence of Attorney-
General, George Brandis.
Mr Moraitis denied ex-
plicitly linking Professor
Triggs’ resignation to the
job offer and said he did
not take the offer as “an
inducement” and did not
use the word “resigna-
tion” during a meeting
with Professor Triggs on
February 3.

But he conceded under

questioning from Labor
and Greens senators that
“one would flow from the
other”, effectively confirm-
ing that the job offer was
contingent upon Professor
Triggs accepting that her
position was untenable.
As Prime Minister Tony
Abbott escalated his attack
on Professor Triggs in the
Parliament, accusing her
of losing the confidence of
the Australian people, she
signalled a determination
to resist political pressure
to resign.

“I believe | am very able
to carry out the work of
the commission and that
I have the support of the
commissioners and the
staff,” a defiant Professor
Triggs said during a day-
long appearance before a
Senate committee.
Confirmation that Profes-
sor Triggs had been offered
an incentive to resign, re-
ported exclusively in Fair-
fax Media on February 13,
prompted Greens senator
Sarah Hanson-Young to
declare during the hear-
ing: “It sounds like a bribe,
it smells like a bribe. What
we’re trying to work out is
whether it is.”

Senator  Hanson-Young
later said the Greens were
considering a formal refer-
ral to the Australian Fed-
eral Police.

“This is an extremely seri-
ous case. If a position was
offered, as an inducement
to encourage the President
to resign, that would be a
clear breach of the Crimi-
nal Code,” she said.

“The government is ob-
sessed with shutting down

Attorney-General Senator George Brandis and Professor Gillian Triggs.
Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

dissent and, this time, may
have gone too far.”
Labor’s Senate leader,
Penny Wong, said Sena-
tor Brandis’s attack on
Professor Triggs and his
failure to defend the com-
mission “shows he is unfit
to be the Attorney”.

Mr Moraitis told the Sen-
ate committee he had vis-
ited Professor Triggs on
February 3 and conveyed
three messages: that the
Attorney-General had lost
confidence in Professor
Triggs as president of the
commission; that he re-
tained significant “good-
will” towards her; and that
there would be a “senior
legal role that her skills
could be used for” if she
wanted to pursue it

Under questioning, he
confirmed that accepting
this role would mean re-
signing at President of the
commission.

During question time, Mr
Abbott then launched
an assault on Professor
Triggs saying she has lost
the confidence of the gov-
ernment and her recent
inquiry into children in
detention was a “political
stitch up”.

“It's absolutely crystal
clear, this inquiry by the
President of the Human
Rights Commission is
a political stitch up,” he
said.

“It’'s a political stitch up
and it will be called out by
members of this govern-
ment.

“I don’t know what matters
have been canvassed with
Professor Triggs, all | know
is that she was asked by

Labor ‘Do you understand
it to be an inducement?’
And she said, ‘I'd prefer
not to use that term.’

“If she’d rather not use
that term, members oppo-
site should not either.”
Senator Brandis had ear-
lier on Tuesday told Sen-
ate estimates that he had
lost confidence in Profes-
sor Triggs after her “error
in judgment” in conduct-
ing an investigation into
children in detention had
opened the Human Rights
Commission to accusa-
tions of bias. He said he
had reached the decision
in the weeks following her
explanation to Senate esti-
mates last October on the
timing of the investigation
during the Coalition gov-
ernment.

“I felt that the political
impartiality of the Hu-
man Rights Commission
had been fatally compro-
mised,” Senator Brandis
said.

“By catastrophic error of
judgment she placed the
Commission where it could
no longer command the
confidence of both sides
of politics, nor indeed my
own confidence as the
Minister in her own politi-
cal partiality,” he said.

“I had reached the conclu-
sion, sadly, that Professor
Triggs should consider
her position.”

An unbowed Professor
Triggs said the commis-
sion would continue to
meet its responsibilities
and expressed confidence
that the report would be
accepted by the public as
fair and impatrtial.
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New report calls for radical welfare overhaul

Review recommends welfare system overhaul: Social Services Minister
Scott Morrison. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Australia’s  $150  billion
welfare system should be
radically simplified to in-
clude just five primary pay-
ments, with upfront invest-
ment in people at risk of
long-term unemployment,
a major review has recom-
mended.

The review, ordered by
the Abbott government in
2013, also recommends
personalised “Passports
to Work” to tell welfare
recipients how their pay-
ments will change if they
start work or increase their
hours, to reduce people’s
fear about taking a job.

The final report of the re-
view conducted by former
Mission Australia head Pat-
rick McClure was released
on Wednesday, noting that
“many” people on the dole
would be better off under
the new system.

It also stressed there
should be measures in
place to make sure “no
individual moving from
the old system to the new
system will experience a
reduction in their rate of
payment”.

Social Services Minister
Scott Morrison praised the
report as “very useful” and
“visionary” but noted it
provided a framework for
change in the long-term,
not in the next few years.
In a change from the draft
report, which in June 2014
suggested a reduction to
four major payments, the
final version recommends
that the primary payments
be cut from 20 to five. They
would consist of a working
age payment, a supported
living pension for people
with a severe and perma-
nent disability, age pen-

sion, child and youth pay-
ment and carer payment.
The working age payment
would have three pay-
ment levels, depending on
someone’s disability and
how much they could work
or study.

In a further streamlining of
the system, the report rec-
ommends a further review
to cut down the existing 55
supplements to four cat-
egories of help with rent,
the extra costs related to
raising children, the ex-
tra costs related to young
people living away from
home to work and study,
and assistance for caring
for disabled people or the
frail and aged.

In a move that mirrors
New Zealand’s approach
to welfare, the McClure re-
port recommends Austra-
lia adopts an “investment
approach”, which makes
targeted investments in
groups with the largest
“lifetime liability” of being
on welfare and builds their
capacity to be indepen-
dent.

To boost the adequacy of
welfare, the review recom-
mends adjusting payments
through a “community liv-
ing standards review” by a
panel of experts every four
years and an “automatic
cost of living adjustment,”
such as the consumer price
index or purpose-built in-
dex, every six months.

The review did not do any
modelling for or suggest
any budget for the pro-
posed reforms. Mr Mc-
Clure described the report,
which was also headed up
by Wesley Aird and Sally
Sinclair, as providing a
new “architecture” for a

welfare system that had
become too confusing and
complex.

While Mr Morrison said
the government would not
yet provide a response, he
singled out the New Zea-
land welfare model and
said the government was
considering it closely. He
also flagged that the gov-
ernment would have more
to say soon about the IT
system that delivers wel-
fare payments. Mr Morri-
son noted that the current
system dated back to the
1980s and was like “the
Walkman version of the
payment system”.

He is expected to make fur-
ther comment about wel-
fare reform during a Na-
tional Press Club address
on Wednesday.

The report was ordered
by former social services
minister Kevin Andrews
in late 2013. It was initially
expected to go to gov-
ernment around October
2014.

Other
include:
e Income support should
not generally be available
to young people in their
own right until they are 22
but go to their parents in-
stead

» A new IT system to sup-
port welfare reforms that
integrates with Australian
Taxation Office data

e Phasing in changes to
the number of welfare pay-
ments in stages

- A jobs plan and greater
supports for people with
disability and mental health
conditions

e Integrated employment
and mental health services
e Initiatives to help young
people go from school to
work, through better rela-
tionships with employers,
communities and busi-
nesses

* Reducing red tape around
philanthropy to strengthen
community capacity

. Careful, targeted use of
income management (the
approach where people’s
welfare payments are re-
stricted)

recommendations

Tony Abbott under fire from Muslim com-
munity after national security speech

Muslim community leaders
have voiced their anger at
Prime Minister Tony Abbott
over his national security
speech on Monday, saying
it did nothing but inflame
tensions and belittle the
efforts of Muslims leaders
working to decrease com-
munity antagonism.

The Lebanese Muslim
Association condemned
the “aggressive rhetoric
against Muslims” em-
ployed by Mr Abbott on
Monday, labelling it “po-
litically opportunistic” and
unnecessary.

“The Prime Minister’s com-
ments are incredibly reck-
less,” said Samier Dandan,
President of the LMA. “Few
would fail to see this new-
found focus on national
security as anything other
than an attempt at gaining
public approval, especially
in light of the contempo-
rary political climate.”

In a national security ad-
dress on Monday, Mr Ab-
bott argued the Islamic
community could be be
doing more to stop the
spread of extremism.

“I've often heard Western
leaders describe Islam as
a religion of peace,” Mr
Abbott said. “I wish more
Muslim leaders would say
that more often and mean
it”

Head of the Arab Council
of Australia, Randa Kattan,
said the comments were
completely unhelpful.

“Im really fired up about
this, | couldn’t sleep last
night,” Ms Kattan said.
“The top man [Mr Abboit]
needs to quit making these
comments, they are not
helpful.

“It is counterproductive
and extremely insulting to
many of us who have been
working really hard on this.
It just inflames sentiments
that are bordering on ha-
tred and racism.”

Ms Kattan said non-Mus-
lims would be affected and
would have to fan “not em-
bers, but flames of racism”
as a result.

“Anybody who looks like
us [Muslims] has been tar-

nished now,” Ms Kattan
said. “It impacts on wider
groups who look like us, or

might have olive skin, peo-
ple can’t tell the difference
sometimes.

LABOR CONFIRMS AGAIN
ELECTRICITY PRICES ARE COMING DOWN

Less than a week after
being caught out saying
electricity prices decrease
under private ownership,
Labor’'s Shadow Treasurer
has now confirmed prices
are coming down under the
NSW Liberals & Nationals.
In a debate on Radio 2UE
on Tuesday, Michael Daley
was forced to acknowledge
the draft determination
from the Australian Energy
Regulator (AER), which
shows prices will reduce
by 10 per cent.

Andrew Constance: Is the
AER in their draft determi-
nation saying prices are
going to drop by 10 per
cent? Yes or no.

Michael Daley: Well, that’s
over four years..

(Radio 2UE, 24/02/15)

Under the AER draft deter-
mination released in No-
vember, typical residential
customers could receive
the following average an-
nual discounts on their
electricity bills:

Network distribution area
Potential saving on a typi-
cal household bill

Ausgrid $189

Endeavour Energy

$159

Essential Energy$346

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes said La-
bor’s scare campaign on
power prices has been
blown out of the water by
one of their own.

“Labor and their candidate
for East Hills, Cameron
Murphy have been spread-
ing the biggest lie around
town, claiming electricity
prices will increase under
our proposed 49 per cent
lease of the distribution
networks.

“Power networks in the
National Electricity Market,

whether public or private,
are regulated by the AER
- an independent national
body.

“And guess what? The
AER in their draft determi-
nation have said prices will
come down.

“Labor’s Michael Daley ac-
knowledged that Tuesday,
debunking his own myth
that prices will increase.”

Just last week, Mr Daley
was caught out over the
following admission to Par-
liament in 2008:

Mr Andrew Fraser. They
have doubled since you’ve
been in this place. What
have you done about it?
Nothing.

Mr MICHAEL DALEY: The
member says that prices
are rising. He should read a
recent article by the former
Auditor-General of New
South Wales, Tony Hatrris,
in which he looked at the
effect of electricity privati-
sation in Victoria and noted
conclusively that the elec-
tricity reforms in Victoria
led to a significant price
decrease in that State.

(Hansard, NSW Parliament,
26 February 2008)
“Labor’s now admitted the
prices are coming down
under the NSW Liberals &
Nationals, and with private
ownership, they will come
down even further,” Glenn
Brookes said.

“Labor can’t be trusted to
deliver the infrastructure
and services this State
needs, and they can’t be
trusted to put downward
pressure on the cost of liv-
ing.”

MEDIA: Marc Nehme -
0490 371 165
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Tony Abbott’s leadership facing renewed ques-
tions with Malcolm Turnbull breaking ranks

Malcolm Turnbull, Julie Bishop, Christopher Pyne and Tony Abbott in Parliament. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Tony Abbott’s judgment
is again being questioned
by colleagues over his
continuing attack on the
president of the Human
Rights Commission with
Malcolm Turnbull expos-
ing the strategy as against
the interests of the gov-
ernment and the nation.
Internal despair at the
government’s problems
is now so widespread
that even MPs in the more
conservative junior coali-
tion partner, the Nation-
als, are now adjusting for
a likely leadership change
to the moderate Mr Turn-
bull or another option.

Mr Abbott weathered a
testing question time in
Parliament on Wednes-
day after an attempt to
censure his Attorney-
General George Brandis
was defeated along party
lines.

But it came after Labor
had exposed govern-
ment confusion over the
self-generated contro-
versy with deputy Liberal
leader and Foreign Min-
ister Julie Bishop claim-
ing no inducement had
been offered to the HRC
president Gillian Triggs
to resign and further stat-
ing that she had not been
pressured to do so.

“I can advise that no such
offer was made,” she said,
on behalf of the Senate-
based Mr Brandis.

Labor cited testimony
from the previous day’s
estimates committee hear-
ings in which the secre-

tary of the Attorney-Gen-
eral’s department Chris
Moraitis had stated that
he had in fact discussed
an alternative “specific
role” for Professor Triggs
with Senator Brandis and
had then conveyed that
option to her in a meeting
on February 3.

Under sustained attack
over the issue, Mr Abbott
denied any inducement
had been offered and also
claimed there had been
no request for Professor
Triggs’s resignation de-
spite his repeated state-
ment that she had lost the
confidence of the govern-
ment.

In a blatant contradic-
tion of that approach, Mr
Turnbull praised Profes-
sor Triggs as a distin-
guished legal academic,
telling reporters the focus
should be on the subject
of her Forgotten Children
report into minors held in
immigration detention fa-
cilities.

“The issue is not Gillian
Triggs, the issue is the
children,” he said.

Later, Mr Abbott reluc-
tantly agreed but the con-
cession was all but lost
amid the political furore.
One senior Liberal called
the performance “embar-
rassing”, and another
described it as “the last
straw” for Mr Abbott’s
leadership.

Nationals MPs are now
bracing for a possible
change - given that they
will have no say in it - but

opinion is divided about
to whom the Liberal Party
should turn.

Fairfax Media spoke to
10 Nationals MPs, sena-
tors and party officials on
Wednesday to gauge sup-
port for Mr Abbott.

All backed the Prime Min-
ister and said they did not
want him to be replaced
but there is a growing
acceptance among the
country-based party
that he will eventually
be forced out by Liberal
Party colleagues unless
the government’s stocks
improve sharply.

Before the failed spill mo-
tion just over two weeks
ago the Nationals, led by
Deputy Prime Minister
Warren Truss, warned
the coalition agreement
was in play and that any
agreement would have to
be renegotiated between
the new leaders.
Nationals do not get a
vote on the Liberal Party
leadership.

One Nationals MP said
while there was a reluc-
tance to see a return to
undeclared leadership
candidate Mr Turnbull,
who clashed with the
country-based party last
time he was leader, “but
if several more months
pass and people move,
we wouldn’t get between
them and a change”.

The MP said Nationals
who had been in parlia-
ment when Mr Turnbull
was opposition leader
were more reluctant, “but

there have been seven
or eight new MPs since
then” who would have
less trouble accepting the
Communications Minister
as leader.

A second Nationals MP
said the best course of
action for the Liberals
was to “get behind Tony”,
but added a significant
rider: “If they change, re-
gardless of who it is, there
will be another a coalition
agreement.”

The MP agreed the Na-
tionals could work with
Mr Turnbull.

A third Nationals MP said
while he liked Mr Ab-
bott, “there has been no
evidence of change from
the Liberals. So now it’s
about what we can get
from them if there is a
change.”

He suggested the party
would be less vocal in
defending Mr Abbott, as
Mr Truss had done, if a
second spill motion were
brought on. He was one
of several contacted who
suggested a switch to
Social Services Minister
Scott Morrison might be
more palatable to the ju-
nior coalition partner.

A fourth MP said chang-
ing leaders was a “very,
very bad idea” and that
“these things never turn
out well”.

The MP warned that if a
change took place, “we
aren’t a rubber stamp and
our support is not uncon-
ditional”.

And a fifth suggested the
Prime Minister knew he
had until July or August
to turn around the gov-
ernment’s fortunes. In the
meantime, “if you go out
in the electorate, people
are just annoyed about
the leadership talk,” the
MP said.

Several MPs said guar-
antees would be sought
from any new Liberal
leader on issues such as
climate change policy, the
diesel fuel rebate, funding
for Northern Australia de-
velopment and communi-
cations policy in regional
areas.

Hundreds of thousands to pay
much more to see GP, Senate hear-

ing told

Greens senator Richard Di Natale believes hundreds of thou-
sands of Australians will have to pay their full GP bill upfront.
Photo: James Boddington

Hundreds of thousands
of Australians who cur-
rently pay nothing to see
their doctor could face
having to pay the full
cost of their visit upfront
as a result of the Abbott
government’s Medicare
changes, a Senate com-
mittee has heard.

Health department of-
ficials told an estimates
hearing late on Wednes-
day that it expects about
5 per cent of services to
non-concessional pa-
tients which are currently
bulk-billed would be pri-
vately billed following the
changes, which are due to
come into effect in July.
This would mean that
these patients
have to pay the full cost
of the visit upfront, and
make their own claim for
a rebate from Medicare.
From July, the govern-
ment is proposing to cut
the Medicare rebate for
GP visits for non-conces-
sional patients by $5, and
allow doctors to recoup
the loss by charging pa-
tients a fee of up to $5.
But the testimony on
Wednesday indicates the
government expects doc-
tors will charge signifi-
cant numbers of patients
much more than $5.
Greens senator Richard
Di Natale said the depart-
ment’s evidence “proves
that this is not just a $5
co-payment — it means
that hundreds of thou-
sands of Australians will

would

be facing full upfront fees
of upwards of $50 to see
aGP.”

Senator Di Natale said
the department was prob-
ably underestimating
how many doctors would
switch to charging their
patients the full cost of
the consultation upfront,
because it was not taking
into account a four-year
freeze on the indexation
of Medicare rebates,
which over time would
have a greater impact on
doctors’ incomes than
the $5 rebate cut.

Labor’s health spokes-
woman Catherine King
said the department’s 5
per cent estimate equat-
ed to about 1.5 million
services which are cur-
rently being bulk-billed
being charged to patients
upfront.

Health Minister Sussan
Ley has embarked on a
wide-ranging consulta-
tion on Medicare reform,
but Assistant Health Min-
ister Fiona Nash told the
hearing the $5 rebate cut
remained government
policy, at least for now.
“Government policy re-
mains the $5 co-pay, but
we’ve paused to con-
sult,” Senator Nash told
the hearing.

But Ms King said this
showed Ms Ley’s consul-
tations were a “farce.”

In January, Ms Ley
dumped a plan to cut re-
bates for some short vis-
its by $20.
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