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WATENDINE:

ABN 85 806 130 998

0415 620 150

Unit 4,

1350 Canterbury Rd

Punchbowl NSW 2196
Tel : 02 - 9759 3835
Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

Finess
Apco 20 L

Taubmans Endure

Dulux Wash & Wear
Dulux Weathershield 15 L  $175
20 L From $98

$110

15 L $165

I5L $165
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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I Master License No: 409566317

Are you fed up with your curment employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for

T .4 =
change! 1O il
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. -
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for & SE(:llI‘lt}F
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence. -
IPS Security requires. gualified applicants for a varniety of i -
positions all over the Melbourme Metropolitan area. To be u‘”“' 'i-FI
suitable to join cur team you must -
= Hold a first Aid cerfificate an i*fl-I-T
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &. #bﬁ_h
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty o .
- [~ TR . | Ijhl_g Hm
- 1_I|.|1=ﬂrl T R e m=n
s Have excellent presentation ';nﬂ‘lf'l hiﬁ‘
= Be reliable -
We have the following security posifions available; th- hul
Crowd Comntrol .
(Events) A Lo

= RS5A cerdificate
= Aygilable T days/nights

Patrol positions
We have full time, part ﬁnfhind casual positions v A = %
Previous Applﬁnais nead not apply - R EJ'“'
Mo recruitment co ies Namtl | E A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105 TR T
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jaladd) @ Baarg

1 [

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au
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Direct to Builders, Architects, designers Trades Centre;
22 | 24 Anzac St

Greenacre

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre
(Next door to Jeep car yard)

[ ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole =~ aiwad blllay! Lo)S w &5 i 0 gilidli 394 gl Bld $od Ol
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of > Lz slsiSilly Eubaill dusl 3 Jo Sgius il dadkll

borcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. cOonsanadly mmddighly oailiadl Il & sdilae aaiig (ke 34
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies oaibiadl 3935 ducgidl (v desdis G233 e o LSpd
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LOULS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MADEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO Frofesioncs Tlliﬁg Equipmeni ADHESIVES * SEALANTS - CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

B AQUASEAL - I >
L Taatises rnovaltex

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers

5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile

spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll . el B ai
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Are you fed up with your cument employer?
mlﬁﬁﬂrﬁp&imnmﬁnﬁuﬂ‘?ﬂstmhr

change! IPS as
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that

business. .
As a rapidly ﬂwm we're ahvays looking for &‘ﬁ Sl‘:-::l.l.l‘lt}.r
reliable, well spoken and well presented indniduals.

mﬁmﬂhﬁm for Jygale . Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
excellence. - At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
m ;TF over the Mm hlehupulhh :ea To Q'.: Baldas! = experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
suitable fo join our team you must: - *Permanent Visas
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v B rishie ) ] D lg Qialeatly dygkamdlg % 19 ! p0 Rubd pgad
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cw Ydlie *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
s  RSA cerlificate Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

=  Awailable 7 daysinights

Static positions %k k 0457555555 ;1 ke Jhaid

Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
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Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 ol B kg 0413805930 : @8yl ohe ibint ! (133 Bk
_l Email: Hrq:ﬂurmentgpssamntymal.l I_ ®
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Tony Abbott dodges claims Julie Bishop re-
fused to guarantee she wouldn’t challenge

—

SUNRISE

NDER PRESSURE
Abbott’s leadership under intense speculation

David Koch grills the Prime Minister on Sunrise.

Prime Minister Tony
Abbott has repeatedly
dodged questions about
claims his deputy Julie
Bishop has refused to
promise she would not
challenge him for the
leadership.

Why don’t we just leave
all that insider gossip to
the Canberra insiders
And in a sign the leader-
ship crisis threatens to
engulf the government,
cabinet Minister lan Mac-
farlane has called on
Ms Bishop and Malcolm
Turnbull to publicly de-
clare if they will chal-
lenge for the sake of the
government

Mr Abbott declared it
“back to work Tuesday”
in a series of media ap-
pearances that began
with an early morning
interview on the Sunrise
program.

He was asked several
times whether a Sky
News report claiming Ms
Bishop refused to rule
out a challenge during
their meeting at Syd-
ney’s Kirribilli House on
Sunday was accurate.
Fairfax Media revealed
on Monday that Ms Bish-
op and Mr Turnbull have
for the first time begun
weighing up their options
over the leadership.

“Did you ask her not to
challenge and did she
refuse? ” asked Sunrise
host David Koch.

“I think people find all
that insider Canberra
stuff so boring,” Mr Ab-
bott said.

“Did you ask her not to
challenge and did she
refuse?”” Koch asked
again.

“I meet with Julie Bish-
op all the time..the pub-
lic elected me as Prime
Minister to end Labor’s
mess. We’re not going to
go back to the chaos of
the Labor days,” Mr Ab-
bott replied.

“Can you just answer me,
did you ask Julie Bishop
not to challenge and did
she say no?” Koch per-
sisted.

“Im not going to play
these Canberra insider
games,” Mr Abbott re-
plied. “Why don’t we just
leave all that insider gos-
sip to the Canberra in-
siders.”

Appearing in Sydney
with his wife Margie and
backbench MP Craig
Laundy a few hours
later, Mr Abbott said he
would not be calling on
a ballot, and declined to
call on his deputy to rule
out a challenge.

“Julie and | have lots of
talks as you’d expect,
we’re friends, we’re col-
leagues, we’re part of
the leadership team and
we support each other..
we always have and we
always will,” the Prime
minister told reporters.

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop has reportedly refused to guaran-
tee she would not challenge Prime Minister Tony Abbott. Photo:

Andrew Meares

Earlier on Tuesday morn-
ing, Mr Macfarlane said it
would be “helpful” if Mr
Turnbull and Ms Bishop
made a public statement
declaring their inten-
tions.

“Well absolutely [it would
be helpful], we need to
see a situation where the
government governs..”
he told the ABC.

“Well l know that Malcolm
Turnbull’s committed to
the Prime Minister.

“We need a united team
at the moment.there
shouldn’t be a discus-
sion about changing
leaders.”

Mr Abbott, who will be-
gin a two-day cabinet
meeting in Canberra
on Tuesday, said he
was capable of learning
from mistakes and de-
clared his government
would be getting “back
to work” and “knuckling
down”.

Treasurer Joe Hockey
dismissed reports about
Mr Abbott and Ms Bish-
op’s meeting as “un-
sourced gossip”.
Meanwhile, former trea-
surer Peter Costello has
written a scathing col-
umn arguing the federal
Liberal Party contributed
to the defeat of the first
term conservative gov-
ernments in Victoria and
Queensland.

He also took aim at the
public profile of Mr Ab-
bott’s chief of staff, Peta
Credlin.

“Staff are not elected.
They should not be
making decisions. They
should not be doing me-
dia interviews. They do
not need a public profile.
If they gather a profile it
is a mark of failure, not
success,” Mr Costello
wrote in News Corp pub-
lications.

Chatter about Mr Ab-
bott’s leadership kicked
into overdrive after his
decision to knight Prince
Philip on Australia Day.
Mr Costello wrote said
the decision “completely
hijacked Australia Day”
and “rarely have | heard
such ridicule”.

Mr Abbott on Monday
delegated responsibility
for appointing knights
and dames to the Or-
der of Australia Council
but within hours back-
bencher Andrew Lam-
ing issued a scathing
press release declaring
the move did not go far
enough and proposed
a private member’s bill
to abolish knights and
dames.

Mr Abbott said he did
not lead a Stalinist party
and people would expect
a team to have “vigorous
debates”.

The truth about the state of Tony Ab-

Prime Minister John Howard

Backbencher Andrew
Laming says Tony Ab-
bott’s Press Club speech
will be critical to his lead-
ership, and has urged
the government to ditch
the GP tax, knights and
dames, and back off on
penalty rates.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
boit regularly points to
the rocky first term of for-
mer prime minister John
Howard to show how
leaders can recover from
a dip in their popularity.
“This is not the first gov-
ernment to have a rough
patch in the polls,” Mr
Abbott has said. “The
Howard government, the
Thatcher  government,
the Reagan government
all had rough patches
in the polls and | guess
I’'m not the first leader to
be subjected to a bit of
speculation.”

But if the besieged Prime
Minister is to bounce
back, the task ahead of
him is larger than any
faced by his three pre-
decessors, according
to analysis of the latest
Fairfax Ipsos poll.

A poll comparing the ap-
proval ratings of Mr Ab-
bott, Julia Gillard, Kevin
Rudd and John Howard
at the same point of
their first terms in office
shows Mr Abbott lagging
well behind.

With an approval rating
of just 29 per cent, Mr
Abbott trails Mr Howard’s
approval rating of 46 per
cent at the same point
during his first term.
Julia Gillard had an ap-

bott’s prime ministerial popularity

proval rating of 33 per
cent at the 16-month
mark of her first term in
October 2011, while Kev-
in Rudd’s enormous pub-
lic popularity was sitting
at 14 per cent in October
20009.

Mr Abbott’s rating as pre-
ferred prime minister is
34 per cent which again
trails Mr Howard’s histo-
ry on A8 per cent, Ms Gil-
lard on AA per cent and
Mr Rudd on 69 per cent.
Mr Abbott will on Monday
give a crucial speech to
the National Press Club
Monday amid mounting
speculation about his
leadership.

Senior ministers Malcolm
Turnbull and Julie Bish-
op, both the subject of
leadership speculation,
repeated their support
for the Prime Minister.
The Fairfax Ipsos poll
shows Mr Abbotit’s ap-
proval rating among
Coalition voters has
dropped 18 points since
December to 59 per cent.
More than a third of Coali-
tion voters — 36 per cent
— disapprove of Mr Ab-
bott’s performance and
only three in 10 believe
Mr Abbott will remain
leading the Liberal Party
at the next election.

Bill Shorten’s approval
rating is A8 per cent, up
two points since Decem-
ber and at 50 per cent
he is the preferred prime
minister.

The Coalition would lose
nearly AQ seats if the re-
sults were replicated at
the next election.
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Liberal MP Dennis Jensen calls on Tony Abbott to resign

Liberal MP Dr Dennis Jensen.

Tony Abbott’s leadership
has been rocked by a polit-
ical earthquake and is un-
der imminent threat, with
backbench MPs variously
calling for the Prime Min-
ister to resign, for a party
room ballot next week and
expressing doubt he can
revive his political for-
tunes.

A day after Mr Abbott used
a National Press Club ad-
dress to dig in and signal
unhappy MPs would have
to blast him out of office,
backbench MPs were in
open revolt at the direc-
tion of his government on
Tuesday night.

A spokesman for Mr Ab-
bott told Fairfax Media his
position had not changed
and that he still believed
removing a sitting prime
minister was madness.
Liberal MP Dennis Jensen
on Tuesday became the
first MP to publicly call
on Mr Abbott to step aside
after weeks of leadership
speculation and rising
panic on the government
backbench about the Co-
alition’s dire position.
Foreign  Minister Julie
Bishop ruled out directly
challenging Mr Abboit for
the leadership but has re-
served the right to put up
her hand if

someone else moved to
force him to declare the
position vacant and hold

a ballot.

Fairfax Media understands
Communications Minister
Malcolm Turnbull has told
colleagues the push for
change is being driven by
the backbench, not by him
but he, like Ms Bishop, is
talking with colleagues
about the government’s
political woes.

Just 11 months after he
was elected, Liberal MPs
were hitting the phones on
Tuesday night to consult
their colleagues about Mr
Abbott’s leadership woes.

According to some inter-
nal estimates, as many
as 30 MPs have indicated
their desire for a leader-
ship change, raising the
chances that next week’s
return of parliament could
see events move quickly
beyond the Prime Minis-
ter’s control.

Dr Jensen’s intervention -
which has been followed
by damaging public state-
ments from other MPs crit-
ical of Mr Abbott’s leader-
ship - prompted a senior
cabinet minister, Inmigra-
tion Minister Peter Dutton,
to claim the Prime Minister
was being “sabotaged” by
colleagues.

The WA MP said he had
a text message exchange
on December 19 last year
with Mr Abbott in which he
expressed his concerns
about the government’s

direction.

Mr Abbott replied that he
had heard Dr Jensen’s
concerns but that “we
were moving in the right
direction”.

However, he told Fairfax
Media on Tuesday night:
“I haven’t seen evidence
of change”.

“On 23 January | texted
him and said he no lon-
ger has my support, three
days before Prince Philip,”
Dr Jensen said.

“I believe in being up front
and honest about it.”

He dismissed suggestions
that the criticism came
because he had missed
out on a promotion to the
frontbench.

“If | had been a good boy
and whiled away my time |
would probably have been
promoted, but I'm in this
job to do my best for my
constituents and the na-
tion.”

Mr Abboit has “not stepped
up as far as the prime min-
istership is concerned”, Dr
Jensen said.

He also said he did not
know how many other MPs
felt the same way but “I
know a number feel simi-
larly”.

“I thought it was time to
strike to start things mov-
ing.”

Queensland Liberal Na-
tional Party backbencher
Warren Entsch told Fair-
fax Media on Tuesday
night that he supported a
party room ballot as soon
as next week when patrlia-
ment sits for the first time
in 2015.

“It [the leadership] needs
to be resolved,” he said.
“Good luck to him [Dr
Jensen], good on him, it
has to be resolved one
way or another when peo-
ple make those sorts of
comments.

“The focus has got to go
back to dealing with our
many challenges. I'm not
discouraging him  [Dr
Jensen] from expressing
a point of view. It needs

to be resolved. And | sus-
pect it will be, one or way
another.”

Mr Entsch stopped short
of calling on Mr Abbott to
resign, though.

Also on Tuesday night,
Queensland MP  Mal
Brough said Mr Abbott did
not have his unequivocal
support.

Mr Brough attacked the
government’s below-infla-
tion pay offer for Austra-
lian Defence Force mem-
bers.

“When the defence forces
go into action, they know
their lives are on the line,
but when they go to train-
ing, they also risk being
maimed. They risk dying.
That doesn’t happen to a
Centrelink staff member.
That doesn’t happen to
someone from the ATO.”
Mr Brough said it would be
“arrogance in the extreme”
to suggest the federal gov-
ernment had not contrib-
uted to the Queensland
election bloodbath.

WA MP Ken Wyatt told
Fairfax Media he would
wait for the first party
room meeting of 2015 be-
fore expressing an opinion
about Mr Abbott’s future
as leader.

Queensland MP Bert Van
Manen said: “It didn’t mat-
ter who the leader is, we
have to change our sys-
tems of engaging with the
Australian people”.

Asked if Mr Abbott could
recover, Mr Van Manen
said that was “a really
good question. It’s been a
fairly rapid decline”.
Former prime minister
John Howard would not
comment on the leader-
ship ructions engulfing
the Liberal Party or on Mr
Abbott’s future when con-
tacted by Fairfax Media.

“I have no comment to
make, thank you for your
time,” he said.

Liberal MP Karen McNa-
mara, who holds the mar-
ginal seat of Dobell on the
NSW central coast, said

she agreed with Mr Entsch,
saying the current instabil-
ity “has to be sorted out”.
“This is a distraction for
people. What we should
be doing is getting back
to being a good govern-
ment,” she said.

Ms McNamara said the
leadership instability made
it harder for MPs like her
in marginal seats. She won
Dobell from disgraced for-
mer Labor MP Craig Thom-
son.

She would not comment
when asked directly wheth-
er she supported Prime
Minister Tony Abbott.

Mr Brough’s criticisms
come after he confirmed to
Fairfax Media on Saturday
that he had approached to
challenge Mr Abbott.

Mr Brough would almost
certainly not be elected
prime minister in any chal-
lenge but the move could
pave the way for Foreign
Minister Julie Bishop,
Communications  Minis-
ter Malcolm Turnbull or
Social Services Minister
Scott Morrison to seize the
top job.

Ms Bishop has told Mr Ab-
bott and her cabinet col-
leagues that she will not
challenge for the leader-
ship.

In a bid to end days of
damaging speculation, Ms
Bishop assured the Prime
Minister she had not been
campaigning for his job
and had not phoned back-
benchers seeking their
support or been counting
any numbers.

Ms Bishop’s declaration
came after Mr Abbott ear-
lier on Tuesday refused
on several occasions to
confirm that he asked his
deputy to promise she
wouldn’t run and she de-
clined to give the pledge.
The deputy Liberal leader’s
commitment not to chal-
lenge does not rule her out
from running if a leader-
ship ballot is declared and
all positions are open.

Mr Dutton sprang to Mr

Abbott’s defence on the
ABC’s 1:30 program on
Tuesday night and said
the Prime Minister was
being “sabotaged” during
crucial media cycles.

“I sat in Parliament
through the RuddIGil-
lardiRudd years and |
don’t want our party to go
through that. | want the
PM halfway through his
first term, elected by the
public, to have a fair go,”
he said.

“Julie Bishop, Malcolm
Turnbull and Scott Morri-
son have been very clear
in their support of the PM
and | think people going
out to sabotage the PM
so that he can’t get out a
clear message just is out-
side the bounds of what
the what Australians see
as a fair go.”

Asked if he would “pull the
trigger” on a leadership
spill if no one else would,
Dr Jensen told 1:30: “Well
I'd have to decide that at
the time. That’s pretty
much a hypothetical, |
don’t want to sort of think
about that too much at the
moment.”

“Obviously a spill is the
obvious mechanism. Now
a spill doesn’t have to be
with a specific challenger.
When Wilson [Tuckey, a
former Liberal MP] and |
signed the original spill
motion back in 2009 there
was no nominated chal-
lenger, you may recall.
Kevin Andrews stepped
up a little bit later on and
that obviously precipi-
tated the chain of events
that resulted in Tony Ab-
bott becoming opposition
leader.”

Dr Jensen added that he
didn’t believe there was
anything Mr Abbott could
now do to save his leader-
ship, just a day after the
Prime

Minister gave a major
speech at the National
Press Club designed to re-
gain support and buy him
some time.
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Leadership speculation at fever pitch as Arthur Sinodinos calls PM’s judg-
ment into question

Malcolm Turnbull Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Malcolm Turnbull has de-
nied telephoning Liberals
to canvass their support
as former minister Arthur
Sinodinos became the most
senior Liberal yet to ques-
tion the judgment of Prime
Minister Tony Abbott.

Mr Sinodinos, a former Ab-
bott loyalist, described his
support for the stricken
leader as “ongoing” (but)
“not unconditional” on Sky
News.

Asked if Mr Abbott would
be prime minister next
week, Senator Sinodinos
replied: “Comrade, ask me
next week.”

Liberals viewed that inter-
vention as crucial with one
calling it “extremely tell-
ing”.

“Arthur’s comment makes
it more much more seri-
ous,” said another senior
Liberal. “People will now
look around to see if some-
one is starting to count for
an actual candidate.”

Amid feverish speculation
over the leadership, uncon-
firmed reports also claimed
Mr Turnbull had moved to
assuage fears in the con-
servative wing of the party
that his return to the leader-
ship would see a reprise of
the carbon tax or an emis-
sions trading scheme.

It was claimed Mr Turnbull
had promised, in a secret
deal, that there would be
no such reprise if elected.
Senator Sinodinos said Mr
Abbott should look beyond
his own communication
failures to poorly designed
policies such as the Medi-
care co-payment, arguing
the proposed six-month

consultation period in the
repackaged policy was “far
too long on an issue that
should have been settled
last year”.

The NSW senator, who is
widely respected as a po-
litical strategist, said it was
not just the failed sales job
on some policies but the
policies themselves that
might need to be dropped.

Senator Sinodinos was
also equivocal on whether
a spill would help the Lib-
eral Party’s situation say-
ing he didn’t “know what is
on offer”.

“Come back to me if and
when anybody puts their
hand up, that’s the best |
can do.”

Mr Turnbull’s denial of
canvassing came after re-
ports began circulating on
Wednesday that the former
leader and now Communi-
cations Minister had rung
two colleagues to assess
their attitude as part of a
support gathering exercise
ahead of a challenge.

The public skirmish was
a sign of the febrile atmo-
sphere in the Liberal Party
with  suspicion running
high among ministers and
backbenchers said to be
exchanging views and en-
gaging in abuse.

Liberal sources continued
to offer conflicting ac-
counts of the party-room
numbers with proponents
of change claiming as
many as 30 to 40 MPs in
favour of dumping Mr Ab-
bott while Abboit loyalists
scoffed at such sugges-
tions, branding them “wild
exaggerations designed to

Senator Arthur Sinodinos Photo: Andrew Meares

build momentum”.
Treasurer Joe Hockey told
Network Ten’s The Project
on Wednesday night that
there would not be a spill.
“There is an unbelievable
amount of gossip around
this building. Often it is
unsourced. | must say, |
mean, at various points |
felt like I'm a Hollywood re-
porter reporting on gossip
in Canberra,” he said.

“The difference between
Canberra and Hollywood
is there’s, thankfully, no
naughty stuff going on
here.

“There won’t be a spill.
There is no candidate. All
the potential candidates
have said they’re not par-
ticipating in any of this.

“It is, sadly, a legacy of the
Rudd-Gillard-Rudd  years
and what’s happened over
the last few years.

“We don’t want to have
six governments in eight
years. We want to stabilise
things.”

Fairfax Media understands
another MP is preparing to
enter the fray with a public
call for a change, thereby
ratcheting up the pres-
sure on Mr Abbott to grant
a spill of the leadership
at Tuesday’s crucial first
party room meeting of the
year.

Mr Abbott again used a
public forum, this time a
televised radio interview
ahead a of a second cabi-
net meeting in two days,
to call for an end to “navel
gazing”.

“The last thing we should
do is go anywhere near re-
producing the rabble of the

Labor years,” he said.

As the Liberal Party’s lead-
ership crisis deepened on
Wednesday, with claim and
counter-claim and rumour
flying about, several MPs
predicted new calls would
emerge from the back-
bench within the next 24
hours.

There were also sugges-
tions from MPs agitating
for change that a so-called
“rapid-reaction” unit had
been set up in the Prime
Minister’s office to target
and dig dirt on MPs who
had come out publicly to
criticise Mr Abbott, howev-
er that has been emphati-
cally denied by Mr Abbotit’s
office.

Several MPs also told Fair-
fax Media that newer MPs
were being threatened
that if a leadership vote
went ahead, they would be
forced to raise their hands
and show who they sup-
ported in the party room,
rather than having a secret
ballot.

One MP said the strategy
of malcontents appeared to
be to not target Mr Abbott
personally - as he is well
liked within the party - but
to highlight policy failures,
which were responsible for
the government’s woes.

A second MP said a con-
sensus already existed that
the leadership issue “had
to be brought to a head”.
“A hell of a lot will hap-
pen between now and next
Tuesday,” the MP said.
Education Minister Chris-
topher Pyne, who said he
had personally sought Mr
Turnbull’s assurance that
he was not canvassing
support, also revealed dep-
uty leader and Foreign Min-
ister Julie Bishop had felt
offended and insulted by
Tuesday’s demands from
another minister that she
publicly affirm her loyalty
to Mr Abboit

In an interview with Fairfax
Media’s The Australian Fi-
nancial Review, Ms Bishop
explained her response to
the call from Industry Min-
ister lan Macfarlane that
she declare her intentions.
“I should not be -called

upon to rule out what I'm
clearly not doing,” she
said.

“I said to the PM yesterday
that | am not campaigning
for his job, | am not ring-
ing the backbench seeking
support, | am not count-
ing numbers. | support the
leader, PM Tony Abbott.
“Tony Abbott is the leader,
Tony Abbott is the PM, so |
am supporting him.”

It was a comment she re-
peated at a speech at the
ANU on Wednesday eve-
ning.

When asked whether she
would nominate in the
event of a spill, she said:
“Oh please - I'm not deal-
ing in hypotheticals, | deal
in reality.”

“I am overjoyed being the
Foreign Minister ... This is
the job that | coveted com-
ing into politics. | am living
my dream.”

LIBERAL LEADERSHIP -
THE FORM GUIDE

Judith Ireland sorts the
favourites from the also-
rans

JULIE BISHOP

The Foreign Minister has
been the shiny star of the
government’s wonky first
16 months. Her job has
taken her out of the trick-
ier domestic fray, but she
has not put a major foot
wrong.

The long-time deputy (to
three Liberal leaders now)
is liked by her colleagues,
who appreciate the time
she puts in to talk to them
and listen to their concerns
(unlike some people ...).
She is confident, she is
tough, she has a sense of
humour.

BUT

Despite holding portfo-
lios such as education
and ageing in the Howard
government, Bishop is not
seen to be as strong on
domestic issues, particu-
larly economic ones. She
was unimpressive in the
shadow treasury portfolio
under Turnbull.

Bishop also runs the risk
of being viewed as too
“small-1” liberal. She is a
republican, after all.

MALCOLM TURNBULL
Since he lost the Liberal
leadership to Abbott by
one vote in2009 there have
been hopes that Turnbull
would be back one day.

He has a broad range of
experiences and suc-
cesses outside Parliament,
from journalism to law and
banking, and has a strong
national profile.

Turnbull is also super well-
connected, smart, capable
and the best speech-maker
in the Parliament.

He consistently polls as
the most popular alterna-
tive to Abbott.

BUT

Turnbull is very popular
among Labor voters. On
his own side, he struggles.
People still remember
his disastrous leadership
of the Liberal Party from
2008-09. Colleagues have
not forgotten that he did
not treat them very nicely
and some swear they will
not go back there.

If you’re a big fan of same-
sex marriage, climate
action and ditching the
Queen, just remember that
Turnbull would still be con-
strained by what his party
will allow him to do.
SCOTT MORRISON

As Immigration Minister,
Morrison oversaw one of
the government’s legiti-
mate successes, gelting
an internal tick as the man
who headed up Operation
Stop the Boats.

On his own side, people
see him as an effective
communicator who can
deal with tough problems.
He’s ambitious enough to
have been sidelined by Ab-
bott in the recent reshuffle
to the hard yakka of Social
Services.

BUT

Elected to Parliament in
2007, Morrison does not
enjoy the public profile of
Bishop and Turnbull. He
also does not have huge
experience — until the re-
shuffle, he had only had
the one ministry.

In opinion polls, Morri-
son never features as a
contender in the public’s
mind.
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NOT MADE IN
CHINA

Based in New York, Shen Yun
Performing Arts was founded
with the mission to restore 5,000
years of divinely inspired Chi-
nese culture, which has been
mostly destroyed in China under
communist rule. In fact, a show
like Shen Yun can no longer be
found in China today.

“Incredible” -msnsc
“Breathtaking” -curtainup
“Absolutely Beautiful”

AN UNMATCHED

THEATRICAL EXPERIENCE..

and the divine. To audiences who have seen it, they recall the experi-
ence of a lifetime—a moment so powerfully beautiful it touches the
soul.

f ; HEN YUN. For Chinese, the words evoke a sense of wonder, magic,

Discover the grandeur of a fantastically rich culture, that of classical
China, brought to life through brilliantly choreographed dance and mes-
merizing, all-original orchestral compositions. Magnificently costumed
dancers—the world’s elite—move in poetic arrangements that evoke pas-
toral beauty, imperial drama, and the glory of an ancient civilization. This
season, discover what art was meant to be.

Discover Shen Yun.

,000 YEARS OF CIVILISATION. LIVE ON STAGE

48 58 B = 2015

- Robert Stromberg, production designer of Avatar

“Don’t see it once, see it twice!” -wvox S H E N ‘ l ' N
“5,000 years of Chinese music and ALL-NEW 2015 SHOW | WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

dance in one night!” —7he New York Times .

“Demonstrating the highest realm in
arts, Shen Yun inspires the performing

arts world.” -- chi cao, lead actor in Mao,s Last
Dancer, and principal dancer with Birmingham Royal

Ballet

“A mesmerizing performance,
reclaiming the divinely inspired cultural
heritage of China.”

—Donna Karan, Creator of DKNY

“A beautiful show! Fantastic!”
—Joy Behar, Co-host of ABC’s The View

“The ancient Chinese wisdom
it conveyed will not only benefit the Chinese people,
but also the whole world.”

—Ted Kavanau, founding Senior Producer
of CNN Headline News

ynenyun.con
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