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Advertsement

« Christmas has come early
- for home buyers! *

Variable Basics Home Loan Offer P.a.
0.8%p.a. off for the life of the loan!’

20 v
qmsno establishment fee!

«®
Offer ends 24 December, 2014
Don’t miss out. Apply today!

Arab Bank Au Stl‘a I |a Freecall 1800 272 222

arabbank.com.au

This offer is available until 24 December 2014 for new and existing customers applying for a new home loan. *0.8% off the Basics Variable Home Loan Rate for the life of the loan. Rates are subject to
change at any given time. #The Comparison Rate is calculated on a loan amount of $150,000 over a term of 25 years based on monthly repayments. WARNING: This Comparison Rate applies only to
the example given. Different amounts and terms will result in different Comparison Rates. Costs such as redraw fees or early repayment fees, and cost savings such as fee waivers, are not included

in the Comparison Rate but may influence the cost of the loan. A Comparison Rate Schedule is available at arabbank.com.au or at any Arab Bank Australia Limited branch. Al appllcatlons for loans are

subject to Arab Bank Australia Limited’s normal credit approval criteria. Lender’s Mortgage Insurance is required on loans above 80% of the property value that is offered as security. Terms, Conditions,
Fees and Charges apply. The material in this communication should not be construed as general advice, it has been pre

gared without taking account of your objectives, financial situation or needs.
Arab Bank Australia Limited ABN 37 002 950 745 Australian Financial Services Licence/Australian Crediit Licence 234563 ABA7810
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Walk, Run, Ride or Roll to the

Festival of all Abilities

Saturday 29 November 2014

Walk. Run. Ride or Rall starts at 8am from meeting points in Mawington,
Wantworth Point and Swdney Clympic Park {refer to map).

The Fastival of All Abilities starts at 9am at Nawmgton Armory Wharf.
; A3

. Gueast speaker, One of Austmlia’s most
succassful athletes, Louise Sauvage OAM

. Performancas by The Arcade Circus and
the Special Clympics dance troups

. Interactive whesalchair sports
demonst ations from Wheeichair
Sports NSW — give it a gol

. Breakfast BBG
. Children’s craft

. Free Bike Health Check from Park Bikes

For mare information
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LEBANESE COMMUMNIST PARTY b

PARTI COMMUMISTE LIBAMNAIS \——é‘ B

General Secretary: Bob Briton
President: Vinnie Molina

Comunisl' Party of A

Central Committee

74 Buckingham St
Surry Hills NSW 2010 Australia

25 November 2014

government's legacy.

7pm, Tuesday December 2
CFMEU Building

12 Railway St

Licombe

Entry — free

Bob Briton
General Secretary
Communist Party of Australia

Honourable Members of Parliament, comrades and friends,

This is a reminder that next week there will be a joint function of the Comn
and the Lebanese Communist Party to mark the passing of former Australidg
Whitlam. The gathering will review of the gains made by the working clasg
people during the period from 1972 to 1975 and there will be discussion of

This is a very relevant topic for the people of Australia today. The few rem4
that period are under sustained attack. Discussion of free education, includi
affordable universally accessible health scheme — Medibank (now known a
major advances inevitably raises the question of how to get these rights badg
meeting other social needs and secure these gains into the future.

Among the speakers on the night will be Con Saba of the Sydney Branch B

Party of Lebanon and Wayne Sonter, Secretary of the Sydney District Com
Party of Australia. Other details of the event:

Refreshments available — donations welcome

For further information contact Samir on 0418 611 074 or Wayne on 0450
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23 Cann St Guildford NSW 2161
Ph: 02 9681 6520 Moh: 0414 394 675
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il - .
*- 4dss dlea IPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your curment employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for R
change! IP S ,‘P
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. -
#s a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for & SEI‘:unt}r
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence.
IPS Security requires. qualified applicants for a variety of h_q,l,j_.._,._ul
positions all ower the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be e T—
suitable to join cur feam you must -
* Hold a first Aid cerfificate e i-_I,-Q-I-T
= Hold a current Viclorian Security Licence # ﬁbﬁ_h
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty . .
Jlei g wleds
» Speak fluent English
= Hawve excellent presentation m-ii L‘ﬁ"
= [Be reliable *
We have the following security posifions available; _jhh‘ hul
Crowed Comirol .
{Events) duad Lia
= [R5A cerificate
= Aygilable T daysnights
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casuwal positicns - B e s
available. ) h.""}‘ o
Previous Applicanis need not apply -
Mo recruitment co ies ‘A
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105 ) 'd"'ﬂl @ s
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolall| B Gulaarg

Emiail: mﬂu{mntﬁp{.ﬁmuﬁtﬁmuﬂ,au |_
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

s § s Park NSW 2143

Spalll (w @Silol asmd
sl yaguaiy Alpkglgd
PERPRPSWN PRI
0414552715

2 Ok 3L |galad
Magic Drlvmg School

J}m\l Sk Luad | d.dﬂ:v Lol
aldl| day s ?
- dnla.d‘gﬁwgmwgmm
Agla 5y - dusulio ylawl - kol

0419979499 Jiaitt |

Rustralia Phone Cars
aledls audl

it st
sl dtas aalely dulgal oliliaylg Sim Cardy (g

We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -w-ai)-g-s-lb JLAJ?'

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 () y ) Ighiasi!

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 284
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au

B G

Glass & Glazing
For all your glazing needs

dkinlly Jyliodd Zl> | iS00 (0 ESSLPL> pilussd
[T WIWE - PRI E ol |
*Shower screens™ Tables tops™ Splash

Lic: 185750C

Back* Frameless Glass
Gl jekg Codnl] Salg2ly * Calsle
oLl SilS pd a0 ol - il 8yt
0408 888 777 ) = Juaddl
0404 015 551

= o | LAWFIRST

; 4 /| IMMIGRATION SPECIALISTS
o Mark Mahfouz

Solicitor/ Migration Agent

i MARN; 1382887
pakaldly lghadl d gl Lliad @ bl aw-'

] ol dagions uM' Syl Qg
0404 772 772

Suite 2, 440 Blaxcell St, Guildford.
Email;findmyvisa@gmail.com
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www.alankabout.com
\_ y,

J

artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director

0410 606 786

arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
sl kg edlal oy (4 @Sl il
(Wlagydty QIal W 51y ¥
b 38 (309> ) g
VAT e ple
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124 Highland Ave
Yagoona NSW 2199

L Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042 |

AASHAM TAILORING
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LOUIS VALENTINO [y
PORCELLANATO At

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers :ywumad! - ywwsigh! - cpibiall & wislas

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Trades Centre;
(Next door to Jeep car yard) 22 / 24 Anzac St Greenacre

P(ﬁps Ve}lf‘rlltlr}[o Por}clelllanato is ari It?%ﬁagl based C(zr(rllpgny thatd has boigtht }‘Ehe 1Wholef i sl L3S 30 35 s o 9L Dhau 390 SHiVE Sod
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of  fy |, 1 gisilly @usbialll Giaol 3o Jlo Soiuss il dadidl

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. e Lo wamiiakle ciliadl 1 3 saisles aamsio +S soull
Our company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies .. ;i Ao | 2o "{ TN ':.‘.S Py ‘9"‘T'|
oMbl 3930 dacgidl (e deddin a2 ) Gle @ LS O

whole sale prices in Australia vilead| lails 539adl e daM waally pnmiiigdly

ilgie S HUL| pguiilg Juadly Jolaiy

LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (& MAPEI

PORCELLANATO Professional Tiing Equipment g e —
By AQUASEAL T
\?, rnovaltex

Stone, Tike & Concrete Solutions

SIHLE PRICKS
LR

TIALI'IY L .MB SEl

/

cne

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers
Smm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll

And much much more

ralgadl il

(Showroom) yayal dla
We also hold W 0 ol rlua AT (e daiaad | i il e
. Davco . :')6-‘4-"
. ASA Bostic sl say § i lua 4 04 cusdl
. Mapei (Trades Centre) $)laddl 3 |
R Nova tex woeladl e 0 Lo ol T (e daead| i il (e - . . —
* Ardex elall sy § i rlaa T (sl C ieladl b asally Ralius¥l JD)
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TYRES STARTING FROM 345- LR :
RING FOR A GREAT PRICEON ALL '} u R mw

MAJOR TYRE BRANDS
, eSSl avend

nzlig eyl am
: 'TT!J IIIV‘ W g g w| t;ib w|
vy |/'\!\ wy | 31.-43' dot Jlnd |9

llir\lli Ilﬂ\liwln\

LR e

Ubuﬂ O bttt Y| St | | - g gAY R,
RONT & BACK, FREE FITTIN \ .. - —— ", ——
FgEE B&AlﬂﬁdNG&VAlVESG e e e 0721 1611

callgs § posidilasic 1 1 g do ylonil (g duiSat| duia¥| (Strata) 51319 diluad
gl (3 S - ’
*Conditions apply. Must present coupon. Expires 07/11/14 % ‘ :‘éﬂ| Ic e a“”s ‘S 'L‘ - ' g| =’s|

o o wm o memm wge | 0418 845 865 -- 02 9721 1511

7 P Adlat) dedd B gl ke 30 (e JAIY 55
' TYR 5 C tvhssoga | P: 9637 7445 A e
TYRES EXCEL = | F: 9760 0317 dlal] R Bruag Jaal! 2 432

358 Guildford Road, Guildford NSW 2161

453 Merrylands Rd, Merrylands email: sales@tyresexcel.com
odatdlin jlauul . ilygla 5 >
abalall B Guua .. Jeadl B A3

Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -
michael.k@nationalre.com.au

sl b ol | i

SAINWATENDIIN

L 4
L 4
ABN: 85 806 130 998
o415 620 150 w “ J .
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196 ju el Mhﬁ-‘
Tel : 02 - 9759 3835 j

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428 . ¢ g

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

oudlay o )la_wi.j
Dulux Wash & Wear 15L $165
Dulux Weathershield 15L  $175
Finess 20L From $98

Apco 20L $110
Taubmans Endure !SL $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500

Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400

Adelaide
6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

Lt 1 o C} ST O (it 9d 9ot ) Aitsnits 0
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®
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W/
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for
change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.

As a rapidly growing compamny, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented individuals.

Ewvery IPS Security employese contributes fo our .
continued success-and o our long-standing reputafion for .;JJH-"'
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be M'IMI ‘-ﬁ
suitabde fo join our team you must: -
» Hold a first Aid cerfificate e E,I,-I-I-I-T
= Hold a curment Victorian Security Licence l:" ﬂ,b‘,b
& Hawve dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty - .
= Speak fluent English d . i—! “h#
* Have excellent presentation 3#‘]"‘] h'lﬁ'l
= Be reliable .
We hawve the following security positions available; JMh‘ hwl
Crowd Comntrol .
(Events) Audlie

#= R5A ceriificate
= Ayailable T daysiights

Static positions ddkck
Patrol positions
We have full time, part 1=rrhle-leind casual positions A = s
= | L w
Frevi':m5ﬂp|:rlnit5neednc_|tapply . .4 u:w
Victoria Licence Number- T74.201-10S -Juall gh A8
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627  <lalll b sy

] [

Email: employment@ipssecurity com.au

crudond | D3 4l 99 e 8131 (ot | Ao

" CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
' Registered Migration Agent
. MARN; 1174229
=4 FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
¢ CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
- ON 0413 805 930.
Email: delhalabil @gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

Ghudlg Cifaleadly diglaiad(g 19 1 aurl w0 pebemd o

*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :ad 1 ok Jhaidlt

5yt 5 g a5 yngh! 3o g o b S| e
0413805930 ;1 (ke bt (ks bl
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE — 21 November 2014

GONSKI FUNDING
FLOWS FOR NSW PUB-
LIC SCHOOLS

- The NSW Liberals & Na-
tionals Government s
investing $664 million in
NSW public schools to
help students with the
greatest need.

« The funding is being dis-
tributed under the needs-
based Resource Alloca-
tion Model (RAM) and it
includes an additional $91
million being delivered in
2015 as a result of the
Gonski agreement.

- As a result of this pack-
age 84 per cent of NSW
public schools will receive
increased needs-based
funding under the 2015
RAM, with 658 schools
receiving an increase of
more than $50,000.

« It will be up to principals
and school communities
across the State to decide
how best to use this fund-
ing to support their stu-
dents.

G20 RECOGNISES SYD-
NEY AS INFRASTRUC-
TURE HOT-SPOT

- A decision by the world’s
leading nations to estab-
lish a Global Infrastruc-
ture Hub in Sydney has
been described as a vote
of confidence in Austra-
lia’s global city by NSW
Premier Mike Baird.

« G20 leaders agreed to
establish the Hub in Syd-
ney to increase global
investment in infrastruc-
ture. It will coordinate the
infrastructure plans and
activities of governments,
the private sector, banks
and other organisations.

. The Global Hub is ex-
pected to unlock an addi-
tional $2 trillion in global
infrastructure capacity to
2030 and will further ce-
ment the city’s reputation
as the world’s infrastruc-
ture capital.

e Mr Baird said the G20
has recognised how much
expertise is already lo-
cated in NSW as we push
ahead with gigantic proj-
ects such as Barangaroo,
the North West Rail Link
and WestConnex.

ITALIAN PRIME MINIS-
TER VISITS NORTH WEST
RAIL LINK SITE

. lItalian Prime Minister
Matteo Renzi has inspect-
ed major construction
work on the North West
Rail Link’s Kellyville Sta-
tion, where Italian-based
consortium Salini Impre-
gilo is building the $340
million skytrain.

e NSW Premier and Min-
ister for Western Sydney
Mike Baird and Minister
for Transport Gladys Be-
rejiklian hosted Mr Renzi
at the site.

- The skytrain project is
supporting more than
170 Jocal jobs, with an-
other 15 workers to be
recruited as construction
ramps up over the com-
ing months.

- There are now 13 con-
struction sites in full
swing along the route,
and three tunnel boring
machines are digging out
Australia’s longest tun-
nels, as the NSW Gov-
ernment works flat-out to
open the train line to cus-
tomers in the first half of
2019.

NSW AGRICULTURE -
PRIMED FOR FUTURE
GROWTH

- The NSW Government
has unveiled the highly
anticipated  Agriculture
Industry Action Plan -
a strategic roadmap to
ensure the continued
growth of the State’s $12
billion primary industries
sector.

- The plan identifies prior-
ities and opportunities for
the industry and outlines
strategies to drive inno-
vation and cements the
NSW Government’s com-
mitment to grow the sec-
tor by identifying global
opportunities, including
in Asia.

e This is the first time in
the State’s history that the
Government has worked
so closely with industry
to develop a clear agricul-
tural action plan that will
achieve the best results
for NSW producers and
the economy, over the
next 10 years.

- For more information or
to view the Agriculture In-
dustry Action Plan visit:
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

SIMPLER PLANNING
MEANS MORE CERTAIN-
TY

- The NSW Government
has announced a suite
of improvements to how
state significant devel-
opment proposals are
processed, speeding up
the planning system and
providing more certainty
to communities and busi-
ness.

- We have listened to com-
munities and to industry
who have highlighted
their concerns about as-
sessment delays and un-
certainty.

- We expect councils to
assess development ap-
plications without delay,
so we should hold our-
selves to the same stan-
dards. The NSW Govern-
ment’s commitment is to
reduce the average time
it takes to process state
significant developments
by up to 170 days.

- To rebuild NSW we need
a planning system that’s
nimble and predictable,
providing business and
the community certainty

about the process and
timeframes.

BAYS SUMMIT A SUC-
CESS FOR SYDNEY

- The world’s greatest
minds in the field of urban
regeneration converged
on Sydney for a two-day
summit, which examined
the best ways to revitalise
the area of Sydney Har-
bour known as The Bays
Precinct.

- This area, which is four
times the size of Baranga-
roo, has been described
as an urban wasteland.
We are ensuring the fu-
ture of the entire area is
developed through a ho-
listic rather than a piece-
meal approach.

e This summit provided
an outstanding forum
for Government, experts,
policymakers and the
community to think, hear,
discuss and learn about
successful  large-scale
urban transformation
projects from around the
world.

- The outcomes of the
summit will now help
shape the ambition and
overarching principles for
the transformation of this
key part of Sydney Har-
bour.

NEW NATIVE VEGETA-
TION CODES REFINED
AND RELEASED

« The NSW Government
has released three self-
assessable native vegeta-
tion codes which place
trust in landholders to
manage their land sus-
tainably while protecting
the environment.

- We are continuing to
reform native vegetation
management and these
codes are an important
part of that process.

» The codes will cut red
tape and help to make life

easier for farmers to pro-
duce the food and fibre
the state relies upon, and
at the same time include
environmental protec-
tions.

- These codes are a vital
step in the NSW Govern-
ment’s ongoing commit-
ment to deliver a sensible
set of changes that strike
the right balance between
conservation and efficient
agricultural management.

WORKS UNDERWAY ON
NEW BYRON CENTRAL
SITE

* Health Minister Jillian
Skinner today said work is
well underway on the site
of the new Byron Central
Hospital, with bulldozers
paving the way for the
facility which is valued at
more than $80 million.

. The NSW Liberals
& Nationals Government
is forging ahead with the
construction of the new
Byron Central Hospital
after 16 years of hollow
pledges under Labor.

. The project is al-
ready providing opportu-
nities for local business-
es, with locally engaged
consultants on site as
well as fencing, signage
and civil works contrac-
tors from the Byron re-
gion.

e The NSW Liberals &
Nationals Government
is committed to ensur-
ing regional communi-
ties have access to first-
class health care closer
to home.

SYDNEY ANNOUNCED
AS SETTLEMENT HUB
FOR RENMINBI

* NSW Premier Mike Baird
has welcomed the an-
nouncement from the
Australian and Chinese
Governments that Syd-
ney would become an off-

shore settlement hub for
the Chinese currency, the
Renminbi.

- Central bank gover-
nors from both countries
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding following
after the announcement
was made by Federal
Treasurer Joe Hockey.

- The NSW Government
had been a major driver
behind the push for Syd-
ney to become a Renmin-
bi (RMB) settlement hub.
Mr Baird launched the
Sydney for Renminbi ini-
tiative in Shanghai earlier
this year.

- This announcement re-
flects the growing friend-
ship between NSW and
China over the past three
years. China is our num-
ber one trading partner
and this development will
make it easier for Austra-
lian firms to move funds
and do business with
China.

NSW TO BAN BUTTS IN
NATIONAL PARKS

- The NSW Government
will ban smoking in the
State’s national parks to
reduce the risk of bush-
fires and reduce litter in
national parks.

- The NSW Government
is serious about reduc-
ing fire risk and littering
in NSW and this move will
reduce litter and help to
keep communities safer.

e The ban will apply to
all picnic areas, camp-
grounds, beaches, look-
outs, walking tracks and
roads within national
parks.

- We have 860 national
parks in NSW which pro-
tect our most beautiful
and most popular natural
areas. We want to make
sure they are safe and
healthy for everyone.
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Jacqui Lambie resigns from Palmer United Party

Party. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen
Senator Lambie told the

Senate she had no time
for “mud-slinging” and
apologised to voters in
her home state of Tasma-
nia for the uncertainty the
divisions had caused.

She said her resignation,
effective immediately, left
her free to negotiate with
the government over the
scaling back of the renew-
able energy target and
the abolition of the Clean
Energy Finance Corpora-
tion, moves which the for-
mer PUP bloc of four had
sought to block.

Senator Lambie said she
would “never vote” for the
government’s proposed
changes to higher educa-
tion fees or for a GP co-
payment.

Senator Lambie used her
address to the Senate
to call on Prime Minister
Tony Abbott to reconsider
a below inflation pay rise
for the Australian Defence
Force.

It was Senator Lambie>s
outspokenness on the
subject in recent weeks
that proved the catalyst
for her split with the Palm-
er United Party.

“I also take this opportu-
nity to plead with the PM
to reconsider his unfair
pay offer to the men and
women of Australia’s De-
fence Force,” Senator
Lambie said.

“‘He has made a terrible
mistake which funda-
mentally undermined
Australia>s national secu-
rity.”

Senator Lambie said Aus-
tralians would “forgive”
Mr Abbott if he allocated
an extra $121 million to
increase the offer and re-

Senator Jacqui Lambie announces her resignation from the Palmer United

store Christmas leave and
travel entitlements for de-
fence personnel.

Senator Lambie said be-
ing a member of the PUP
had prevented her from
voting in the Senate in a
way that she felt was best
for Tasmanians and used
her closing remarks to
address public criticism
from Mr Palmer.

“I don>t have the time or
the energy to be drawn
into a political mud-sling-
ing contest,” she said.

“I will not be drawn into
the game of responding to
hurtful and false personal
attacks.”

Senator Lambie said that
after the political dust had
settled there would still
be opportunities for the
former PUP bloc to work
together “in the national
interest’.

The split has significant
implications for the gov-
ernment’s ability to ne-
gotiate with the cross
bench.

Before Senator Lambie>s
announcement on Mon-
day morning, independent
senator Nick Xenophon
said the government and
opposition would have to
work harder to gain the
support of cross bench-
ers.

“All that has happened
now is that there>s going
to be a more fluid situa-
tion in the Senate,” Sena-
tor Xenophon said.

“That means that the gov-
ernment and the opposi-
tion have to work that lit-
tle bit harder to convince
cross bench colleagues
in terms of the merits or
otherwise of legislation
because instead of deal-

ing with on bloc of four,
they>1ll need to deal with
the three groups of peo-
ple.”

The stoush  between
Palmer United Party lead-
er Clive Palmer and Sena-
tor Jacqui Lambie has
escalated, with Mr Palmer
accusing the Tasmanian
senator of having an inflat-
ed ego and being a plant
“sent in there by someone
to cause trouble”.

It comes as Senator Lam-
bie meets with Tasmanian
lawyer Glynn Williams
before an announcement
this week about her fu-
ture.

“I think she thinks she’s
bigger than Australia,” Mr
Palmer told Seven’s Sun-
rise program.

The Palmer United Par-
ty wields strong voting
power in the upper house,
where the government
depends on minor par-
ties and crossbenchers to
pass legislation.

Any fracturing of the party
could have significant im-
plications for the Abbott
government’s ability to
pass legislation.

Mr Palmer said the es-
tablished parties try and
wreck new political move-
ments.

“They try to infiltrate it
and to blow it up,” he told
ABC radio.

“She’s been sent in there
by someone to -cause
trouble, | think that’s the
reality of it.”

After a week of rising
tension in Canberra and
speculation that Senator
Lambie might part ways
with PUP, the MP went to
ground in her home state
of Tasmania over the
weekend.

Senator Lambie went to a
log cabin with her mother
and “switched off her
phone”, according to a
spokesman. The spokes-
man also said Senator
Lambie was undergoing a
makeover.

However, Senator Lam-
bie arrived at Parliament
House with little fanfare
on Monday and without

the much-hyped new look.
She avoided addressing
the media.

She was later seen meet-
ing with Mr Williams, a
barrister and poppy farm-
er from Tasmania who
has become a new player
in the unfolding saga.
Earlier in the week Sena-
tor Lambie stripped her
webpage of any reference
to the PUP and Mr Palmer
removed her name from
his party’s website.

A stoush between the pair
has included his accusa-
tion that she lied to par-
liament when claiming he
tried to intimidate her and
interfere with her role in
the Senate.

Mr Palmer has also demot-
ed Senator Lambie from
her position as deputy
Senate leader and deputy
whip of PUP, suspended
her from party meetings
and labelled her a drama
queen.

Labor Senator Sam Dast-
yari, who helped secure
Senator Lambie’s vote
to dismantle government
changes to Labor’s Free-
dom of Financial Advice
laws, described the sena-
tor on Monday as a “per-
son of integrity, decency
and honesty”.

He said recent attacks by
the PUP and the govern-
ment on Senator Lambie
were “actually beneath
comtempt” and if she left
the party it was because
she had been driven out.
“Let’s be clear, you don’t
get two more different
people than someone
who grew up in rural and
regional Tasmania and
someone like myself, who
grew up in migrant com-
munities in western Syd-
ney,” Senator Dastyari
said.

“On many policy issues
we have huge fundamen-
tal differences.

“But, if Jacqui makes the
decision today to part
ways with the Palmer
United Party, let’'s be
clear, she has been driven
out, she has been driven
out by that party.”

Jacqui Lambie pre-empted action by
Palmer United Party by quitting party
first, says Clive Palmer

Clive Palmer has wel-
comed Jacqui Lambie’s
resignation from the Palm-
er United Party describing
it as a “good outcome”
and one which “pre-empt-
ed” any move by the party
to force her out.

But in a sign that the bad
blood between the pair is
set to continue, the min-
ing magnate accused the
Tasmanian senator of be-
ing driven by lobbyists
instead of acting in the in-
terests of Tasmanians.

Mr Palmer also said he
was not worried about the
weakening of his party’s
voting bloc in the Senate.
Senator Lambie told the
Senate on Monday she
was quitting the party af-
ter a turbulent week and a
half in which she and Mr
Palmer have publicly trad-
ed blows.

Mr Palmer had accused
Senator Lambie of being a
plant sent to stir tensions
and said the PUP had a
team of people investigat-
ing her.

He told Fairfax Media on
Monday that Senator Lam-
bie had pre-empted any
action being taken by the
party by resigning.

“There were certain pro-
cedures under way which
Jacqui was aware of,” Mr
Palmer said.

“Rather than have that
continue, we think she’s
pre-empted the party.”

Mr Palmer said Senator

Lambie’s departure was
a “welcome thing for us”
and the party could now
focus on bringing “for-
ward our own policies for
Australia”.
“l think you can under-
stand that it’'s a good
outcome for the party
because her views are in
conflict with what the peo-
ple who elected her care
about,” he said.

“I don’t think she’ll
achieve very much as a
senator generally.”

He attacked Senator Lam-
bie’s public persona as
a champion for Tasma-
nians.

“She’s not brought one
proposal for veterans or
Tasmania to the party-

room in the six months
she’s been here,” Mr
Palmer said.

He accused her of hypoc-
risy, saying she publicly
speaks about promoting
jobs for Tasmania, but al-
leged she had no Tasma-
nians on her staff.
“There’s no jobs for Tas-
manians on her staff,” he
claimed.

Mr Palmer said “I don’t
know, I'm not a lawyer”,
when asked if there were
legal implications associ-
ated with Senator Lam-
bie’s resignation from the
party.

He said the party was
monitoring action being
taken by the Democratic
Labor Party, which an-
nounced it would take
Senator John Madigan to
the High Court for his seat
after he resigned from the
DLP.

“The DLP said they were
taking action against Mr
Madigan,” he said.

“We’re looking at that.”
He said Senator Lambie
owed him no money per-
sonally.

Mr Palmer then criticised
her relationships with her
chief of staff Rob Mes-
senger and lawyer and
poppy farmer Glynn Wil
liams, who had been ad-
vising Senator Lambie in
the days leading up to her
resignation.

“Glynn Williams and Rob
Messenger are lobbyists,”
Mr Palmer said.
“Obviously she likes a
big package and plenty
of money - that’s totally
consistent with having a
lobbyist work for her,” he
added, in an apparent ref-
erence to a breakfast radio
interview Senator Lambie
gave earlier this year.
Despite the reduction in
his voting bloc, Mr Palmer
claimed he was still cen-
tral to voting outcomes in
the Senate and still had
an agreement for support
from the Australian Motor-
ing Enthusiast Party.
“We’re still within the bal-
ance of power,” he said.
“We’ve got the biggest
party within that group of
eight.”
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Federal government to shelve $T1 GP co-payment policy

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott has privately con-
ceded defeat on his
controversial budget
proposal to introduce a
new $1 co-payment on
bulk-billed GP visits and
will formally shelve the
policy before the end of
the year.

The decision is a recog-
nition of the reality that
it had no chance of pro-
gressing through a hos-
tile Senate in the face
of trenchant opposition
from Labor, the Greens,
and a majority of the
crossbench.

It represents a clearing-
away of the first and
perhaps biggest political
“barnacle” clinging to the
hull of the government
ship — a description Mr
Abbott used earlier in the
week to describe policies
causing resistance to the
Coalition in public opin-
ion polls. But it may not
be the last barnacle.

Mr Abbott’s own signa-
ture paid parental leave
scheme will be targeted
by senior government
figures as another prime
candidate for a haircut as
the government prepares
for a dire mid-year budget
statement in December,
and looks to rebuild its
damaged reputation with
voters going into 2015.
Until now, the Prime Min-
ister has let it be known
he is not for turning.

But some ministers be-
lieve the time might be
right to reapply pressure
on their leader to con-
sider a significant scaling
back of the $5.5 billion
non-means-tested  pro-
gram — which is yet to be
legislated — arguing it is
a luxury that cannot be
afforded, and that it is a
major to the political mes-
sage of fiscal restraint.
The ministers believe
a re-examination of the
scheme is justified by
new conditions forced on
the government by a bot-
tom line being made ma-
terially worse by Senate

Prime Minister Tony Abbott has
shelved the policy - until the end of
the year. Photo: Andrew Meares

intransigence and by fall-
ing commodity prices.
Ifit is scaled back with the
application of a means
test, it will represent a
significant backdown by
Mr Abbotit who has con-
sistently maintained it
is both affordable — be-
cause much of the cost
will be met by a company
tax levy on big business —
and desirable because it
will enable women to exit
and re-enter the work-
force more easily when
having children.

Another option being
considered for a trim or
benching is the univer-
sity deregulation agenda.
It also is blocked in the
Senate. However, the gov-
ernment believes there is
still some scope for ne-
gotiation with the cross-
bench, and intends to use
up all of the available sit-
ting time in parliament in
“a last ditch attempt” to
gain ground.

Among the possible sup-
porters in the Senate is
the former Palmer United
Party senator, Jacqui
Lambie, whom Mr Abbott
will meet next week.
Being considered in dis-
cussions is a reversion
to a lower interest rate
for student loans than
proposed in the origi-
nal package in line with
an amendment being
pushed by South Austra-
lian crossbench senator,

Bob Day.
But while reducing the
paid  parental leave

scheme would remove
a political barnacle be-
cause the scheme is in-

consistent with an aus-
terity agenda, the other
changes, such as scrap-
ping the GP-tax and
agreeing to a lower inter-
est rate to make student
loans more affordable,
would represent a further
hit to the budget.

The move to junk unpop-
ular policies has been
welcomed by worried co-
alition MPs as the govern-
ment languished several
percentage points behind
the opposition in recent
opinion polls and faces
an economy many fear is
softening.

Some have been urging
the government to dump
policies they see as ideo-
logically driven and get
back to a model of poli-
tics based on what is pos-
sible given the parliament
as currently configured.
In recent days the gov-
ernment has weathered
a storm over its decision
to make a serious cut to
ABC funding in stark con-
tradiction to a promise by
Mr Abbott made on elec-
tion eve 2013, that there
would be no funding cut.
Mr Abbott was encour-
aged by at least one fed-
eral MP, Craig Laundy,
to admit he had broken
a promise so as to en-
able him to argue more
effectively, why that had
become necessary.
Treasurer Joe Hockey is
likely to release his Mid-
Year Economic and Fis-
cal Outlook snapshot of
the budget around De-
cember 15.

Opposition leader Bill
Shorten used a National
Press Club address on
Wednesday to slam Mr
Abbott over his policy
agenda.

“We should look at what
Tony Abbotit’s lack of vi-
sion has done to Austra-
lia’s economy,” he said.
“Growth has slumped, the
deficit has doubled, we’ve
reached a 12-year high in
unemployment and a 13-
year high in youth unem-
ployment.”

Defence Minister David Johnston ‘regrets’
his shipbuilder ‘canoe’ comments

Expressing regret. Defence Minister David Johnston delivers short statement to

Opposition Leader Bill Shorten moved a motion in Parliament on Wednesday,
calling for Prime Minister Tony Abbott to sack Senator Johnston.. Photo: An-
drew Meares

Defence Minister David
Johnston has expressed
“regret” over his extraordi-
nary remark that he would
not trust the government’s
shipbuilder ASC to “build
a canoe”.

Despite backing away
from the remark, Sena-
tor Johnston defended it
however, as “a rhetorical
flourish”.

His expression of regret
— which stopped short of
an apology — came after
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott distanced himself
from Senator Johnston’s
original remark on Tues-
day afternoon and the
Minister’s South Austra-
lian colleagues erupted in
fury.

“Regrettably, in rhetori-
cal flourish, I did express
my frustrations in the past
performance of ASC. In
these comments | never
intended to cause offence
and | regret that offence
may have been taken,”

Senator Johnston told the
Parliament on Wednesday
morning.

“And | of course was di-
recting my remarks at a
legacy of issues and not
the workers in ASC, whom
| consider to be world
class.”

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten moved a motion
in the lower house on
Wednesday morning for
Mr Abbott to sack Senator
Johnston.

He said the minister had
trashed the reputation of
local submarine makers.
“(It’s) a shocking insult to
thousands of Australian
men and women work-
ing at the Australian sub-
marine corporation,” Mr
Shorten told Parliament.
The ASC is centrally in-
volved in the $8 billion
project to build three Air
Warfare Destroyers, which
will be the Royal Austra-
lian Navy’s most powerful
ever warships. It is also re-

sponsible for the sustain-
ment of the Collins Class
submarine.

But the destroyer project
is running over time and
over budget by at least
$350 million and likely
more than $600 million.
The Minister had in his
original remarks lambast-
ed the Adelaide-based
ASC’s performance over
the destroyer project.
“You wonder why I'm
worried about ASC and
wonder what they’re de-
livering to the Australian
taxpayer? You wonder
why | wouldn’t trust them
to build a canoe? ” he said
on Tuesday afternoon.
This appeared to dash
hopes that Australia’s
new fleet of submarines to
replace the Collins Class
will be built in Australia.
Mr Abbott quickly dis-
tanced himself from that
remark, saying the ASC
“plays a vital role support-
ing the Royal Australian
Navy and our key naval
capabilities”.

He said the firm, which
includes former Coalition
MP and industry spokes-
woman Sophie Mirabella
as a board member, had
“transformed its subma-
rine maintenance pro-
gram” and “improved the
availability of our Collins
Class fleet to defend our
national interests”.

And the Prime Minister
said the government was
confident the ASC and its
partners would “success-
fully turn the corner on
this important build”.
Defending himself on
Wednesday morning, Sen-
ator Johnston said frus-
tration over the ASC’s per-
formance on the destroyer
program were well known
and “cannot be denied”.
He said he was committed
to fixing the problems with
ASC. And the government
had made no decision on
the next fleet of subma-
rines.
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Tony Abbott budget to
blow out by billions more
than expected

The Abbott government’s
budget deficit could blow
out by billions of dollars
more than already expect-
ed, according to an analy-
sis by the Parliamentary
Budget Office.

The PBO has released an
analysis of the “sensitiv-
ity” of three main drivers
of the Australian economy
that are key to the govern-
ments’ medium-term bud-
get projections.

Those key drivers are la-
bour productivity growth,
the labour force participa-
tion rate, and the terms of
trade.

It has found that labour
productivity is more likely
to decline than improve
over coming years and that
this will hurt revenues.

It also found the terms of
trade — the price we receive
for our exports compared
to the price we pay for im-
ports — are likely to have a
bigger negative impact on
the budget than forecast.
Australian government
revenues could fall by
$32.4 billion by 2024-25
if the labour productiv-
ity grows by less than the
annual average rate of 1.3
per cent over the next 10
years. Personal income
tax would account for
$20.6billion of the fall in
2024-25.

It also found government
revenues could fall by $10
billion by 2024-25 if world
mining commodity prices
fell by 35 per cent.

The warning comes just
two weeks after an inde-
pendent economic con-
sultancy found the falling
iron ore price and political
deadlock in the Senate had
blown a $51 billion hole in
Treasurer Joe Hockey’s
first budget.

The Canberra-based con-
sultancy Macroeconomics
says the Abboit govern-
ment’s deficit will likely hit
$41.8 billion this financial
year, and then slip to a still
high s$24billion in 2017-
18. The Treasury had ex-

pected a budget deficit
of $29.8billion this finan-
cial year, sliding to just
$2.8billion in 2017-18.

The PBO analysis, pro-
duced with help from for-
mer Treasury Oofficials,
says the results of its
analysis do not apply to
the tax cap of 23.9 per
cent of GDP as shown in
the 2014-15 budget

It also says the focus of
the impact of the analy-
sis is on the federal bud-
get, so the impact on the
budgets of the states and
territories has not been
modelled. However, the
analysis would still have
implications for their medi-
um-term fiscal positions.
Between 2002-03 and
2014-15, variations to fed-
eral budget parameters
have accounted for a total
absolute change of $360
billion in federal govern-
ment revenue estimates.
Over the same period,
policy decisions have ac-
counted for an absolute
change of just $154 billion
in the revenue estimates.
Treasurer Joe Hockey will
deliver an update on his
budget position, the so-
called Mid-Year Economic
and Fiscal Outlook, in the
week beginning Decem-
ber 15. It will have to ac-
count for the dramatic fall
in commodity prices in re-
cent months.

The iron ore price has now
hit a five-year low, and ex-
perts think it could fall fur-
ther.

The PBO analysis says it
has modelled the poten-
tial economic shocks of
labour productivity, labour
force participation, and the
terms of trade individually,
but it is feasible that “a se-
ries of shocks could occur
simultaneously.”

It says that the cumulative
impact of one or more si-
multaneous shocks has
not been modelled and
cannot be derived by add-
ing the impacts of each in-
dividual occurrence.

Immigration Minister Scott Morrison
defends media monitoring spend

The Immigration Minister
Scott Morrison the Assis-
tant Immigration Minister
Michaelia Cash have spent
nearly $120,000 monitor-
ing the media for mentions
of their names and the im-
migration portfolio, eclips-
ing Cabinet colleagues
including Foreign Minister
Julie Bishop.

According to documents
from the House of Repre-
sentatives, Mr Morrison
spent $62,484.30 in me-
dia monitoring and print
clipping services, while
Michaelia Cash, the assis-
tant minister for Immigra-
tion spent$54,788.16 from
September 1, 2013 and
September 3, 2014. This
includes monitoring news-
paper clippings, televi-
sion and radio transcripts
through the Australian As-
sociate Press and the me-
dia company iSentia.

This is in contrast to Ms
Bishop whose office spent
$6728.69 on media clip-
pings between September
1, 2013 to September 11,
2014. According to sepa-
rate documents Social
Services Minister Kevin
Andrews spent $2619.33
between September 1,
2013 to July 31 this year.
Labor MP Pat Conroy,
who is chair of Labor’s
Waste Watch Committee,
said it was ironic that the
most “secretive minister
in the history of the Com-
monwealth” was spending
hundreds of thousands of
money monitoring what
the media was saying
about him.

“Media monitoring is nec-
essary, but how can Scott
Morrison justify spending
20 times the amount Julie
Bishop spends on what
is presumably monitoring
the same media sources,”
Mr Conroy said.

But iSentia spokesman
Patrick Baume said media
tracking was an important
part of a democracy, to en-
sure that an open media
and public debate is not
ignored.

“Whether they do it in
house or use a third party

supplier, it’s part of the job
of all government depart-
ments to stay informed on
issues that are relevant to
their portfolio,” Mr Baume
said.

Labor’s immigration
spokesman Richard Mar-
les joined the debate say-
ing: “This is an awful lot of
tax payer money to spend
when you say very little.”
A spokesman for Mr Mor-
rison said: “The Coalition
Government has spent
less on media monitoring
for the Minister and Assis-
tant Minister for Immigra-
tion and Border Protection
than the average Labor
Minister and their Parlia-
mentary Secretary spent
over their last four full fi-
nancial years in Govern-
ment.”

It is not the first time Aus-
tralian governments have
been questioned about
how much taxpayers’
money is being spent on
media services.

In June this year Senate
documents revealed that
Mr Morrison’s departments
hired 95 communications
staff and spin doctors,
costing taxpayers at least
$8 million a year.

Details released showed
the departments of Immi-
gration, Border Protection
and Australian Customs
had 85 permanent and 10
other staff responsible for
media monitoring, internal
communication and public
relations.

In July it was then revealed
the Abboit government
had created a hub of 31
communication and social
media specialists to over-
see media within the De-
partment of Prime Minister
and Cabinet, including In-
digenous Affairs and the
Office for Women, costing
taxpayers almost $4.3 mil-
lion a year.

Labor’s Rudd government
was heavily criticised in
2009 for spending more
than $49 million on 418
media advisers, media
monitoring and PR spin in
his first year as Prime Min-
ister.

Abbott government plans to scrap
the National Water Commission as

drought looms

The Abbott government
has been accused of
“complacency gone mad”
over plans to abolish the
National Water Commis-
sion amid the threat of EIl
Nino-like drought condi-
tions and unresolved is-
sues between the states.
The Senate is expected
to vote next week on the
abolition of the indepen-
dent commission, set up
by the Howard government
in 2004 to advise state and
federal governments on
national water issues.

We’ll have no focus at a
national level on water.
South Australia’s Liberal
Senator Simon Birming-
ham said the purpose of
the commission had been
fulfilled and its roles would
be taken over the Produc-
tivity Commission, saving
the budget $20.9 million
over four years. Much of
the savings will be ab-
sorbed by an aid agency to
help other nations improve
their water management.
“Nowadays it’'s nothing
more than a government-
funded commentary organ-
isation,” Senator Birming-
ham told Fairfax Media. The
Productivity Commission
will provide “more robust,
more independent, more
fearless criticism than the
NWC has shown the likeli-
hood to do to date”.

But critics of the abolition
plan point to submissions
to a Senate inquiry that
were overwhelming in sup-
port of retaining the AWC.
“It's complacency gone
mad,” said Adam Lovell,
executive director of the
Water Services Associa-
tion of Australia, which
supports the commission.
“We’ll have no focus at a
national level on water.”
Stuart Khan, an Associate
Professor at the School of
Civil Environmental Engi-
neering at the University of
NSW, said the government
had “severely stripped”
funding from the commis-
sion, undermining its role.
“Simon Birmingham’s as-

sertion that ‘the purpose of
the NWC has been fulfilled’
is akin to saying ‘water
management in Australia
is fixed and there’s noth-
ing more to do’,” Dr Khan
said. “This is a patently
ridiculous assertion ... and
the looming east coast
drought will make that
clear for all.”

Stream flows into the Mur-
ray Darling Basin and most
other river systems in
eastern Australia are dwin-
dling as rainfall levels over
the region have been well-
below average for the past
two years.

The Bureau of Meteorology
said low stream flows were
recorded at 53 of 14 loca-
tions in October and the
near-El Nino conditions
in the Pacific may lead to
more months of relatively
dry conditions.

Dr Khan said the Baird
government’s infrastruc-
ture plan with $1 billion
earmarked for water secu-
rity unveiled on Tuesday
underscored the need for
an independent, specialist
agency.

“The NSW government’s
vision for addressing pro-
jected water shortages is
simply to build more dams
and extract more water
from stressed rivers,” Dr
Khan said. “This is while
the report itself forecasts
reduced rainfall in many
areas of the state” because
of climate change, he said.
“Inevitably, some of these
increased NSW river ex-
tractions will affect other
states such as Victoria and
South Australia,” Dr Khan
said. “The National Water
Commission could have
played a valuable role in
providing national over-
sight of this water plan-
ning.”

Senator Birmingham said
the Productivity ~Com-
mission would conduct
three-yearly audits of the
National Water Initiative
and five-yearly audits of
the Murray Darling Basin
Plan.
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EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY

- 5,000 YEARS OF DIVINE CULTURE

The show moves quickly through dynasties and regions.Legends, myths,
and heroes of literary classics spring to life. Ethnic and folk dances fill
the stage with color and energy. The leaps and flips of Shen Yun’s aerial
masters, thunderous battle drums, and singers, soaring voices are all set
to animated backdrops that transport you to another world.

Experience the extraordinary. Experience Shen Yun.

“Incredible” -msnac

TOURING AUSTRALIA
STARTING 31 JAN 2015

TICKETS
ON SALE NOW!

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE have seen Shen Yun. Sold-out shows and
standing ovations at the world’s top theaters have made Shen Yun a
global phenomenon.

Thousands of hours of training and rehearsals culminate each winter
in a remarkable achievement — a completely new production every
year. The divine culture now returns to Sydney in Feb 2015.

Don’t miss this opportunity!

,000 YEARS OF CIVILISATION. LIVE ON STAGE

“Breathtaking” -CurtainUp #* %E\ &@ 201 5

“Absolutely Beautiful”
- Robert Stromberg, production designer of Avatar
“Don’t see it once, see it twice!” -wvox

ALL-NEW 2015 SHOW | WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

“5,000 years of Chinese music and
dance in one night!” —7se New York Times

“Demonstrating the highest realm in
arts, Shen Yun inspires the performing

arts world.” -- chi cao, lead actor in Mao,s Last
Dancer, and principal dancer with Birmingham Royal
Ballet

1N YUN.COX
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