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Join us for Hardi Aged Care’s
Open Day in Guildford

Friday, 14 November from 11am to 2pm
Enjoy a free barbecue and take a tour of the facilities.

HARDI

AGED CARE

Moving into an aged care residential home
doesn’t mean giving up the activities you love.
Hardi Aged Care offers a lifestyle program which
caters to everyone, as well as activities that are
both enjoyable and stimulating.

Hardi Aged Care believes an active and fulfilling
social life is vitally important to the health and
wellbeing of our residents. We are focused on
providing high quality care in a comfortable and
community atmosphere, while respecting the
dignity and needs of each individual.

Visit us and see how Hardi Aged Care meets
your needs.

Hardi Aged Care Guildford
Cnr Bursill Street & Railway Terrace
Guildford NSW 2161

Phone: 9632 2496
Website: www.hardiagedcare.com.au
Email: guildford@hardiagedcare.com.au
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Tel :

02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com
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Dulux Wash & Wear

Dulux Weathershield 15 L $175
20 L From $98

Finess
Apco 20L

Taubmans Endure

> gt A lat

$110
I5L

$165
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196

15 L $165
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Walk, Run, Ride or Roll to the

Festival of all Abilities

Saturday 29 November 2014

Walk, Run, Ride or Roll starts at 8am from meeting points in Newington,
Wentworth Point and Sydney Olympic Park (refer to map).

The Festival of All Abilities starts at 9am at Newington Armory Wharf.

Guest speaker, One of Australia’s most
successful athletes, Louise Sauvage OAM

Performances by The Arcade Circus and
the Special Olympics dance troupe

. Interactive wheelchair sports
demonstrations from Wheelchair
Sports NSW — give it a go!

. Breakfast BBQ

Children’s craft

. Free Bike Health Check from Park Bikes

visit

Major Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

For more information

Event Partners

or phone
A community celebration for National Inclusion Week.

& =" L] ] - -
Pacific College w%;;l
of Tachnoiogy e
DOOLEYS '. BrightSky

SEKISUI HOUSE

Silver Sponsor
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LOUIS VALENTINO
PORCELLANATO

(Next door to Jeep car yard)

[ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole
selling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of
porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers.

Direct to Builders, Architects, desIgners ywad! -

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre

Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies il
whole sale prices in Australia
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EM(Fgrrey
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Trades Centre;
22 | 24 Anzac St Greenacre
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LOUIS VALENTINO

AmarkGroup
PORCELLANATO

Professional Tiling Equipment

MAPEI

ADHESIVES * SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

Ba AQUASEAL

Stone, Tike & Concrete Solutions

R
SOUDAL

\? rnovalklex

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers
5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll ) o ]
And n?uch much more ploatl Sl

(Showroom) yayad! dla
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE - 31 October 2014

OPERATOR CHOSEN FOR
NEW NORTHERN BEACHES
HOSPITAL

* Healthscope has been cho-
sen as the preferred tenderer
to design, build and operate
the new Northern Beaches
Hospital, the first hospital to
be built on a greenfield site in
Sydney in 20 years, deliver-
ing the best possible care to
public and private patients.

- After a rigorous evaluation
process, Healthscope’s pro-
posal for a modern, nine sto-
rey hospital will contain 488
beds, 1,400 car spaces and
a helipad.

- The project will be valued
at about $1 billion, includ-
ing $400 million in road up-
grades that the NSW Govern-
ment will complete before the
doors open in 2018. It will
also provide an economic
boost to NSW, with 100 jobs
created during construction.
» Premier and Member for
Manly Mike Baird said the
people of the Northern
Beaches have been waiting
decades for this hospital to
get off the ground and today
the NSW Government is de-
livering.

IMPROVED BUDGET RE-
SULT AND NET DEBT DOWN
FOR 2013-14

. The 2013-14 Total State
Sector Accounts, released
by NSW Treasurer Andrew
Constance, show a Budget
surplus of $1.2 billion - an
improvement of $259 million
since the June Budget.

» The result is $3.1 billion
better than stated in the
2013-14 Budget, largely as
a result of improved stamp
duty revenues due to strong
growth in the residential and
commercial property sec-
tors, and higher-than-fore-
cast Commonwealth grants
and subsidies.

- Mr Constance said the NSW
Budget is in a powerful po-
sition with net debt down,
expenses under control and
our triple-A credit rating re-
cently upgraded to a stable
outlook. The NSW Half-Year-
ly Review will be released in
December.

NEW GOLD OPAL CARD FOR
SENIORS AND PENSIONERS
» From Monday November 3
seniors and pensioners can
order their own Gold Opal
card if they choose to, and

pay no more than $2.50 a day
to use public transport.

» The new Gold SenioriPen-
sioner Opal card means eli-
gible customers won’t pay
more than $2.50 a day for
travel on trains, buses, Syd-
ney Ferries and light rail
when it is rolled out.

» Seniors and pensioners can
still buy and use their paper
Pensioner Excursion Tickets
(PET) if they don’t want to
use the Gold Opal card.

« The launch of the brand
new Gold SenioriPensioner
Opal card marks another
major milestone in the Opal
rollout, and will make a huge
difference for seniors and
pensioners when it comes to
paying for and using public
transport.

« To order a Gold Senior/Pen-
sioner Opal card customers
can call 13 67 25 (13 OPAL)
or visit the Opal website at
www.opal.com.au - it takes
only minutes to apply, and
then it takes about one week
for the card to be mailed out
to the customer’s home.
LISMORE HOSPITAL REDE-
VELOPMENT PROGRESS-
ING

« NSW Premier Mike Baird
has inspected progress on
the $80 million Lismore Base
Hospital Redevelopment,
which will provide a major
boost to health services in
the region.

» Major work on the hospi-
tal began in June 2014. The
multi-storey  development
will include: a new Emer-
gency Department with 31
treatment spaces, a new
ambulance drop-off area, a
new renal dialysis unit, and
expanded Medical Imaging
capacity.

« The redevelopment at Lis-
more will provide improved
access to and equity in the
delivery of a wider range
of services, and additional
capacity to respond to the
rapid growth in demand and
the needs of the local com-
munity.

 The Lismore Base Hospital
redevelopment is a jointly
funded with $60 million from
the Australian Government’s
Health and Hospitals Fund
and $20 million from the
NSW Government. The proj-
ect is scheduled for comple-
tion in mid-2016.

FOUR CORRIDORS SHORT-
LISTED FOR PARRAMATTA
LIGHT RAIL

- Western Sydney is another
step closer to having light
rail after ten options were
shortlisted to four corridors
for detailed studies, moving
the NSW Government’s proj-
ect for a future Parramatta
light rail network to the next
stage.

» The shortlisted corridors for
light rail are: Parramatta to
Macquarie Park via Carling-
ford; Parramatta to Castle
Hill via Old Northern Road,
Parramatta to Bankstown,
and Parramatia to Sydney
Olympic Park and Strath-
fieldIBurwood.

» These four corridors will
now be subject to detailed
engineering, transport plan-
ning and customer analysis,
to establish which represents
the best option for light rail
connecting Parramatta with
other Western Sydney cen-
tres.

» Funding to accelerate this
work was identified in the
2014-15 NSW Budget, with
$400 million set aside from
Restart NSW. The light rail
project will help continue the
transformation of Parramat-
ta, Sydney’s second CBD.
SWEEPING REFORMS TO
CHILD PROTECTION IN NSW
TAKE EFFECT

- The NSW Government’s
most important reforms to
the child protection system
for a generation have taken
effect, targeted at the almost
19,000 children and young
people currently in out-of-
home care in NSW.

- Among the changes, case-
workers and families will have
access to more resources to
help parents to improve their
parenting skills and capac-
ity, and the process for open
adoptions will be improved
to help children who cannot
live safely at home.

- Around 1,600 carers across
NSW - many of them grand-
parents — have also transi-
tioned to a ‘Guardianship
Order’. They will be paid a
guardian’s allowance, in-
stead of a carer’s allowance,
but will continue to be paid
the same allowance amount.
- Safe Home for Life has
seen the NSW Government
invest more than $500 mil-

lion over four years into
making sweeping changes
to improve the child protec-
tion system, giving children
and young people the best
chance at a better future.
NSW GOVT TO DELIVER
$44AM CARBON TAX RE-
FUNDS

- The NSW Government has
instructed Sydney Water and
Hunter Water to refund 100
per cent of the carbon tax
they passed on to custom-
ers, equating to $44 million.
* Rebates will be back-dated
to 1 July 2014, the date the
Federal Coalition repealed
the tax, and will appear on
customers’ water bills un-
der the title ‘Carbon Tax Re-
fund’.

eHunter Water and Sydney
Water will provide rebates
for customers for the carbon
tax the utilities are no longer
paying in the November and
January billing quarters, re-
spectively.

« As a result this year water
prices for Sydney Water and
Hunter Water are now among
the very lowest of any Aus-
tralian water utility.

POLICE INFRASTRUCTURE
INVESTMENT

» The Lake Macquarie Local
Area Command will benefit
from a $28.24 million invest-
ment from the NSW Govern-
ment.

 This will fund a major re-
development of Belmont
Police Station and upgrades
to Morisset and Toronto Sta-
tions.

» The NSW Government will
continue to work with the
New South Wales Police
Force to ensure it has the
powers and resources need-
ed to keep our communities
safe and secure.

BELUBULA DAM INVESTI-
GATIONS UNDERWAY

- Water NSW is considering
potential dam sites on the
Belubula River in order to
improve water security in
the Lachlan Valley as part
of the NSW Government’s
Water Security for Regions
program.

- State Water will conduct
a high-level analysis of op-
tions to improve water se-
curity in the region and pro-
duce recommendations to
the Government by Decem-
ber 2014.

- Any dam recommended in
these initial investigations
would be subject to further
feasibility and concept stud-
ies as well as a full examina-
tion of the environmental,
heritage, engineering and
community considerations.

« The NSW Government is
committed to delivering the
water infrastructure that will
prepare our regional commu-
nities for drier conditions in
the future, while also boost-
ing regional populations and
agricultural productivity.
MORE CAR SPACES FOR
OATLEY AND SPRINGWOOD
STATIONS

A brand new 100 space car
park has been announced for
customers at Oatley Station
as a major upgrade at the
train station takes shape.
 Minister for Transport Glad-
ys Berejiklian and Member
for Oatley Mark Coure an-
nounced the new 100 space
car park would be built next
to the existing Oatley station
car park, increasing conve-
nience for customers and
making a difference to their
daily commute.

e Planning approval for a
major revamp of Oatley Sta-
tion has been received and
will include an overhead
footbridge, new stairs and
lifts, as well as redesigned
station forecourts and new
landscaping.

- Meanwhile, work has be-
gun to deliver an extra 25
parking spaces for custom-
ers at Springwood Station
as part of the NSW Govern-
ment’s commitment to hand
back more than 1,200 staff
parking spaces to custom-
ers across the rail network.
NEW FELLOWSHIP TO HON-
OUR PETER SCULTHORPE
« A Fellowship will be cre-
ated to honour the contribu-
tion of Peter Sculthorpe AO
OBE to Australia’s musical
heritage. Peter Sculthorpe
passed away this year and
is widely acknowledged as
Australia’s most significant
composer.

. The $30,000 Sculthorpe
Fellowship will be offered by
the NSW Government and
the Sydney Conservatorium
of Music, University of Syd-
ney, every second year be-
ginning in 2015.

» The Fellowship will support
the professional develop-
ment of an emerging NSW-
based composer or perform-

er dedicated to producing
new Australian music.

e Further details on the
Sculthorpe Fellowship will
be made available early in
2015.

$2.4 MILLION GRANT TO
SUPPORT THE EXODUS
FOUNDATION

« The NSW Government has
announced a $2.4 million
grant for the Exodus Foun-
dation to support its home-
lessness and educational
programs for vulnerable
people in our community.

. The Exodus Foundation
does an outstanding job
combating disadvantage by
providing food, educational
and social health services
to vulnerable people across
Sydney.

 The Loaves and Fishes Res-
taurant provides hundreds
of meals a day for home-
less people, while its Tuto-
rial Centre teaches literacy
skills to children who have
fallen through the cracks in
the mainstream education
system.

« The grant will support the
Exodus Foundation for the
2015 and 2016 calendar
years while transition ar-
rangements are made for it
to operate under the fund-
ing reforms of Going Home,
Staying Home and Local
Schools, Local Decisions.

SPECTACULAR SCULP-
TURES TO ADORN WOL-
LOMBI VALLEY

» Outdoor sculptures will
adorn the Wollombi Valley
Wine Trail as part of the an-
nual Sculpture in the Vine-
yards exhibition in the Wol-
lombi Valley, in the NSW
Hunter.

« Now in its 12th year, Sculp-
ture in the Vineyards fea-
tures more than 100 works
from emerging and estab-
lished artists and sees vine-
yards, cellar doors and Wol-
lombi Village transformed
into vibrant galleries.

« The NSW Government sup-
ports the event through the
Regional Flagship Events
Program, which aims to
boosts visitor numbers and
encourage economic growth
in our regional communi-
ties.

- The exhibition is open daily
from 10:00am to 6:00pm
until Saturday 29 November.
For more information visit:
www.visitnsw.com/events/
sculpture-in-the-vineyards
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Julie Bishop level with Tony Abbott as Joe Hockey’s hopes
nosedive: Fairfax Ipsos poll

Support surges for Bishop.

The approval of Julie
Bishop as preferred Lib-
eral leader has nearly dou-
bled in five months, while
Treasurer Joe Hockey’s
leadership ambitions have
taken another blow.

The Foreign Minister’s
spectacular rise among
Liberal candidates in an
exclusive Fairfax Ipsos
nationwide poll has her
level-pegging with Prime
Minister Tony Abbott Both
have 20 per cent support
among voters.

But the overall popularity
of Communications Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull re-
mains undimmed, with 35
per cent support among
the 1401 people surveyed
between Thursday and
Sunday, making him the
most popular option for
the Liberals.

Overall, the poll found the
Coalition had clawed back
ground on Labor to trail
49-51 on a two-party pre-
ferred basis.

For Labor, Opposition
Leader Bill Shorten has
solidified his position as
preferred leader of the
ALP, putting further dis-
tance between himself
and possible future lead-
ership contenders Tanya
Plibersek and Anthony Al-
banese.

Mr Hockey’s leadership
aspirations, revealed ear-
lier in the year in an autho-
rised biography Hockey:
Not Your Average Joe,
have tanked further since
the last Fairfax Nielsen
poll in July, slipping from
11 per cent to 8 per cent
as the government’s first

Tony
Abbott

20%

Malcolm
Turnbull

35%

from

Big movers
Preferred Liberal leaders

Julie
Bishop

20%

SOURCE: June 2014 Fairfax Nielsen poll
! November 2014 Fairfax Ipsos poll

Joe
Hockey

8%

Level with PM: Julie Bishop’s approval as preferred Liberal leader
has nearly doubled in five months. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

budget continues to be its
biggest political liability.

In further bad news for Mr
Hockey, just 9 per cent of
respondents who identi-
fied themselves as Coali-
tion voters prefer him as
leader.

By comparison, 41 per cent
of Coalition voters prefer
Mr Abbott and 24 per cent
Mr Turnbull. Just 2 per cent
of Coalition voters back
Immigration Minister Scott
Morrison.

The Coalition’s recent fo-
cus on national security
and foreign diplomacy ap-
pears to have resulted in
a surge in support for Ms
Bishop.

Asked if the poll showed
Ms Bishop was his “heir
apparent”, the Prime Minis-
ter on Tuesday smiled and
praised several of his cabi-
net colleagues, beginning
with the Foreign Minister.
“I think Julie is my stellar
colleague, | think that’s
what she is, along with
Malcolm Turnbull, Joe
Hockey, Scott Morrison
and the rest of the team,”
he told reporters in Syd-
ney.

“They all shine in a dif-
ferent way but they all
shine.”

Footage of the Foreign
Minister tackling Russian
President Viadimir Putin

on the sidelines of a re-
cent summit in Iltaly and
her tireless work for jus-
tice for the victims of the
MHAT disaster over the
Ukraine have boosted her
stocks.

She was credited with
driving the unanimous
resolution of the United
Nations Security Council
passed in July to demand
access to the crash site of
MHA1, allowing for the re-
patriation of victims’ bod-
ies to Australia and other
countries.

Fairfax Ipsos pollster
Jessica Elgood said Ms
Bishop’s appeal to female
voters in particular was a
striking finding of the sur-
vey.

Among female voters, Ms
Bishop and Mr Turnbull
are heavily favoured, with
27 per cent and 31 per
cent respectively. Just 18
per cent prefer Mr Abbott
and 8 per cent Mr Hockey.
Ms Bishop’s rising sup-
port emerged just days
after she told the Coali-
tion party room that La-
bor deputy leader Tanya
Plibersek was after the job
of Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten under cover of
the royal commission into
union corruption.

But the poll showed Mr
Shorten has extended his
lead as preferred Labor
leader from 25 per cent in
June to 30 per cent in the
latest poll.

Mr Shorten’s popularity is
stronger with female vot-
ers than men, 32 per cent
to 29 per cent No other
male leadership candidate
was preferred by women
over men.

In the same period, for-
mer leadership candidate
Mr Albanese slipped from
19 per cent to 18 per cent
and Ms Plibersek has ris-
en from 17 per cent to 18
per cent.

Further back in the field,
Labor treasury spokes-
man Chris Bowen has fall-
en from 1 per cent support
to 6 per cent and finance
spokesman Tony Burke
has fallen from 1 per cent
to 4 per cent

GOVERNMENT FUNDING AVAILABLE
TO SUPPORT EVENTS IN EAST HILLS

Glenn Brookes MP, Member
for East Hills announced on
thursday the State Govern-
ment’s Sport and Recreation
Events Program (SREP) is
open for applications from 5
November 2014 to 30 Janu-
ary 2015.

“The government is committed
to helping athletes, officials
and coaches develop their
skills through participation in
sport,” said Mr Brookes.
“Programs like SREP are im-
mensely important in bring-
ing bigger and better sport-
ing events to East Hills, the
greater Bankstown region and
to NSW,” said Glenn.

“I encourage local organi-
sations to make use of this
fantastic opportunity and get
their applications in before
the end of January.”

The SREP is open to sports
organisations looking to stage
international, national or com-
munity events throughout
NSW in 2015.

The SREP is a competitive

grant program with applica-
tions assessed against the
following criteria:

- the relevant project objec-
tive;

- the need for the event,;

- the capacity of the organisa-
tion to deliver the event,

- the budget is cost effective;
and

- the benefit of the event in the
long and short term.

Under the SREP eligible or-
ganisations may apply for
multiple event types, however
the maximum available to any
one organisation under the
program is $30,000 in a finan-
cial year.

Grants are capped at:

- $30,000 for international
sporting events;

+$15,000 for national champi-
onships; and

- $10,000 for community
events.

Applicants must also contrib-
ute 50% or more to the staging
of the event, which may in-
clude “in kind” support.

NATIONAL PARKS FEE FREE WEEKEND

The NSW Government is
opening all national parks
for free on November 15 and
16 to mark the 40th anniver-
sary the National Parks and
Wildlife Act.

Member for East Hills, Glenn
Brookes MP said the fee free
weekend was a celebration
of legislation that was cru-
cial in protecting NSW’s nat-
ural and cultural heritage as
well as our unique wildlife.
“Next weekend will be a
great opportunity for fami-
lies across NSW to take ad-
vantage of the fee free week-
end to explore our National
Parks for a picnic, a walk or
simply to drive through,”.
“The Georges River National
Park has played a major role
in my life here in East Hills
and I'm certain it is an im-
portant part of the lives of
our local community mem-
bers who use and cherish
it.” Mr. Brookes said

“The NSW  Government
has provided an additional
$40 million to maintain our
parks, enhance education
and improve access.

“We have created nine parks
and provided $62.5 million to
increase hazard reduction in
national parks, including the
employment of 94 additional
fire-fighters.”

Environment Minister Rob
Stokes said NSW has grown
its parks system from only

one per cent of the total state
in 1967 when the National
Parks and Wildlife Service
was first established, to 9
per cent of the state, or more
than 1 million hectares.

“It’'s fitting that such an
important milestone coin-
cides with the World Parks
Congress, where more than
4000 delegates from around
the earth are here in Sydney
to discuss how to best to
manage our world’s protect-
ed areas,” Mr Stokes said.
“The Congress brings to-
gether Presidents to park
rangers, business execu-
tives to indigenous leaders
— in a common endeavour
to plan the future for terres-
trial and marine parks and
protected areas around the
world.

“We have one of the best re-
serve systems in the world,
and | am looking forward to
showing the rest of the world
what we have to offer.

“From Border Ranges Na-
tional Park in the north and
Ben Boyd National Park in
the south, from Sydney Har-
bour National Park out to
Gundabooka we have amaz-
ing places on our doorstep,
wherever we live.”

For more information about
the fee free weekend in NSW
national parks go to www.
nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/
Whats-Onifee-free-weekend.
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The ‘special moment’ seven surviving prime
ministers were photographed together
.I-H[;i'_j"'i I

Over in a minute: Prime Minister Tony Abbott (centre) with former Australian prime ministers Malcolm Fraser,
Julia Gillard, Bob Hawke, John Howard, Kevin Rudd and Paul Keating, at the completion of the Gough Whitlam
memorial service in Sydney. Photo: Dan Himbrechts/Pool photo

Previous gathering: Bob Hawke, Gough Whitlam, Malcolm Fraser, Paul Keating and Kevin Rudd at the apology
to the stolen generations at Parliament House in 2008. Photo: Andrew Taylor

The photo of seven sur-
viving Australian prime
ministers, past and pres-
ent, took less than a min-
ute to shoot, but within
a couple of hours Dan
Himbrechts realised he
had produced something
significant.

The AAP photographer’s
picture was hastily as-
sembled as crowds made
their way out of Gough
Whitlam’s state memorial
service.

But so rare is such an
image that Himbrechts
said once he had time
to reflect on the shot he
thought: “Wow, this is a
pretty special moment.”
The photo also captured
the imagination of social
media, which focused on

what appeared to be the
careful division of politi-
cal rivals — Julia Gillard
and Kevin Rudd, Paul
Keating and Bob Hawke,
John Howard and Mal-
colm Fraser, all of them
separated by a prime
ministerial gap of three in
the line up.

But Himbrechts said
while the leaders arrived
separately, the atmo-
sphere before the photo
was taken was friendly.
“They were with their part-
ners so there was a circle
of greeting,” he said.

“It was very quick.

“There were some hand-
shakes.

“Kevin Rudd briefly shook
Julia Gillard’s hand.

“Bob gave her a kiss.”

The idea behind the photo
came from Prime Minister
Tony Abbott’s staff.

Once Himbrechts looked
at the time stamp on his
final shot, only a minute
had passed.

“When they said they
were going to try and
line up the past and pres-
ent living prime minis-
ters, | guess the cynical
news photographer in
me thought this probably
won’t happen,” he said.
“It wasn’t until it was over
that | took a look at the
photo and thought, wow,
this is a pretty special
moment.

“Even though it’s a point
and shoot style photo |
think it will be one | won’t
forget easily.”

Abbott government losing favour with business community

The Abboit government
is losing favour with the
business community, with
more company directors
than not believing the fed-
eral Coalition “does not
understand business”.

A survey of more than
500 company directors
by the Australian Institute
of Company Directors has
found nearly half of the di-
rectors surveyed believe
the Abbott government’s
performance in its first
year in office has been
poor or very poor.

A majority think the gov-
ernment’s  performance
has negatively affected
consumer confidence.
Almost half say the gov-
ernment’s poor perfor-
mance has had a negative
impact on their business
decision-making.

The AICD survey, which
was conducted between
September 29 and Octo-
ber 12, found more direc-
tors than not now disagree
with the statement that the
federal government un-
derstands business. More
than A0 per cent disagreed
with the statement, while
almost 40 per cent agreed
with it.

It found director sentiment
has slipped 1.1 points
since the last survey, con-
tinuing a downward trend
that has been apparent
since the Coalition took of-
fice.

It puts director sentiment
towards the government
on the same level as in
early 2013 when the for-
mer Labor government
was still in power.

But John Colvin, AICD chief
executive, says the survey
also shows that company
directors sympathise with
the government when it
comes to the Senate, with
most directors believing
the balance of power in the
Senate has had a negative
impact on federal budget
outcomes, foreign invest-
ment in Australia, major in-
frastructure projects, and
business and consumer
confidence.

“The [survey] results high-
light the challenges faced
by the government as it
attempts to implement its
policies, particularly those
posed by the balance of
power in the Senate,” Mr
Colvin said.

“An overwhelming major-
ity of directors believe the
make-up of the senate has
an adverse impact on both
business confidence and
consumer confidence,” he
said.

When it comes to policy,
Australia’s directors say
multinational tax arrange-
ments should be the big-
gest priority in any future
review of the tax system.
That is followed by the GST
and state-based taxes.

The survey was taken be-
fore Prime Minister Tony
Abbott called on all Austra-
lians to begin a “mature”
debate on Commonwealth-
State relations, including
the way in which taxes
were collected and distrib-
uted.

The survey also found that
a majority of directors be-
lieve their business has not
been affected by the aboli-
tion of the carbon tax.

“A smaller proportion of
directors felt the abolition
had a positive effect on
their business compared
to the proportion who ex-
pected a positive impact in
the previous survey,” the
survey says.

It found almost 30 per cent
of directors believe that
abolishing the carbon tax
has had a positive effect on
their business, while 65 per
cent of directors believe
the abolition has had no ef-
fect on their business.

The Director Sentiment In-
dex is based on a survey of
501 directors of ASX-listed
companies, private busi-
ness, and not-for-profit or-
ganisations.

Bill Evans, Westpac chief
economist, last month said
consumer confidence had
been in negative territory
for eight months now, with
pessimists  outweighing
optimists.

He said that was very dif-
ferent from the previous
sixteen months, when the
Westpac-Melbourne Insti-
tute measure of consumer
sentiment had been posi-
tive on all but one occa-
sion.

Iraq update: Australian fighter jets fly 144
missions against Islamic State

Australian special forces are
expected to be deployed to
Baghdad within the next week
as the final roadblocks to the
deployment, which will see
diggers advisers join Iraqi
troops in the fight against Is-
lamic State, are cleared.

And Chief of Joint Operations
Vice Admiral David Johnston
says Australian forces are pre-
pared to deliver strikes against
Australian citizens fighting for
Islamic State, also known as
ISIL, provided they are a legiti-
mate target.

About 200 troops will be
armed to defend themselves
on the deployment and the
soldiers may, if they move to
forward operating bases, be
more heavily armed and will be
able to fire back if attacked.

At the same time, Australian
fighter jets have flown 144
missions against the Islamic
State and dropped twenty-five

500-pound laser and GPS-
guided bombs in October.
Bombs have been dropped
on 14 ISIL targets, with 11 de-
stroyed and three damaged.
On Wednesday, Vice Admi-
ral Johnston also confirmed
some terrorists may have
been killed in the strikes as
the RAAF has participated in
and, in one case, led a mission
targeting ISIL.

An Australian KC-30 tanker
aircraft has now also refuelled
US jets that may, while on
operations, been deployed to
strike targets in Syria, rather
than Iraq.

Vice Admiral Johnston said
the final issues holding up the
deployment of Australian ad-
visers had been resolved.
“Our force is ready to deploy.
We are in the last stages now
of going through the arrange-
ments in order to achieve that
deployment,” he said.
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TAKE AN
EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY

- 5,000 YEARS OF DIVINE CULTURE

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE have seen Shen Yun. Sold-out shows and

The show moves quickly through dynasties and regions.Legends, myths, standing ovations at the world’s top theaters have made Shen Yun a
and heroes of literary classics spring to life. Ethnic and folk dances fill global phenomenon.

the stage with color and energy. The leaps and flips of Shen Yun's aerial Thousands of hours of training and rehearsals culminate each winter
masters, thunderous battle drums, and singers, soaring voices are all set in a remarkable achievement — a completely new production every
to animated backdrops that transport you to another world. year. The divine culture now returns to Sydney in Feb 2015.
Experience the extraordinary. Experience Shen Yun. Don’t miss this opportunity!

S N - ,000 YEARS OF CIVILISATION. LIVE ON STAGE

“Breathtaking” -curtainup #* %E\ ﬁ,@ 201 5

“Absolutely Beautiful”
- Robert Stromberg, production designer of Avatar
“Don’t see it once, see it twice!” -wvox

R e e T e TSR ALL-NEW 2015 SHOW | WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

dance in one night!” —The New York Times

“Demonstrating the highest realm in
arts, Shen Yun inspires the performing

arts world.” -- cni Cao, lead actor in Mao,s Last

gaﬁc}s/’. and principal dancer with Birmingham Royal
alle

MR YUN.COT
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BURNOUT!
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RING FOR A GREAT PRICE ON ALL
MAJOR TYRE BRANDS
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Platinum Event Sponsor

T cec
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Thalassaemia

SPECIAL GUEST MC and TV PERSONALITY
SALVATORE COCO

Thalassaemia
Funoraising
Dinercer Dance

DATE: Friday 7th November 2014
TIME: 7:00pm
VENUE: The Renaissance Function Centre, The Piano Room
ADDRESS: 3 New Street East, Lidcombe NSW 2141
TICKET PRICE: $100.00 per person
Ticket includes mezze, dinner, red & white wine, beer & soft drinks
Selection of English and Arabic Entertainment
Amazing Prizes to be won including a
Return trip to Greece or Lebanon donated by Golden Travel
To purchase tickets contact
Marsha 0408 21 03 85 or
Therese 0424 24 69 06
by 27th October 2014

Find us on Facebook:
Thalassaemia Fundraising dinner dance
EMAIL: thal-events@outlook.com.au

Platinum Event Sponsor

rcec

capital éngineerimg consultants
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