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@ AdSg Aile TIPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current emiployer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for _
change! IPS &m
At IPS Secwurity we value our employees and know that
they are our business. -
As a rapidly growing company, we're shyays looking for & SECI.I I'lt}*
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employees coniributes to owr .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence. =
IFS Security requires gualified applicants for a variety of [ P
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be e e
suitable to join our team you must -
* Hold a first Aid cerfificate e ard l_hﬂ-d
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licencs i}. 15'I|.I;Ir
= Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty A .
Jlas g wileds
= Speak fluent English
# Hawve excellent presentation mfi hiﬁ*
= Be reliable T LT
We hawve the following security posifions available; _}MH‘ Gt bt}
Crowd Control - .
{Events) Auadlie
= [R5A cerfificate
= Ayailable T daysinights
Static positions sk
Patrol positions
We hawve full time, part time and casual positions — B -
available. ol o e 3 ™
Previous Applicants need not apply -
Mo recruitment co ies 35
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105 -dﬂ.‘lﬂ # add
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jaladd) g daarg
| Email: employment@iiipssecurity. com_au [
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Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel : 02 - 9759 3835
Fax: 02 - 9759 7428
email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

Dulux Wash & Wear 15L $165 e
Dulux Weathershield 15 L. $175 Alaloe T
Finess 20L From $98
Apco 20L $110

Taubmans Endure !SL. $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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Louls_VALENTINO ISR

PORCELLANATO YR

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers :uad! - puigh! - yiliald 5 psbas
Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Trades Centre;
(Next door to Jeep car yard) 22 / 24 Anzac St Greenacre

P(ﬁ}ls Vi’l‘f'rlltlr}[o Porﬁelllanato is arll Itgltllllatr;1 based ccir(rilpe}ny thatd has bmizc?r[ht ﬁhe 1wholef hucal LUyl 13m0 Syl o0 g3 St 39 Sl S O
pelling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of ' -, |, L1gicitly @uebialll Eiaol 3o Jio Soinas I dadkall

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. . o assdial lo st Jl 5w .
. : Y o osaally radighly oailidl Gl 5 e dasiig O sull
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies Wl 393 Ascoill (o Aediie AZyd ol o WISpd o

whole sale prices in Australia videad| ylals 33gadl ke dadbu ¢ g cymwigdls

ilgie S HUL| pguiilg Juadly Jolaiy

LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO icleiondl Tlliﬂg Eqmpm i ADHESIVES * SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING
8y AQUASEAL

Stone, Tile & Concrete Solutions

\?! rnovalex

TIAI.I!Y L HIB SE Sl.l;-i\ PRIG\E

[\

,“@;4‘/’5’ L 1EYTT) —

cne =

1.5Smm and 3mm tile spacers
Smm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll

And much much more

calgadl il

(Showroom) yaydl dua
We also hold W 0 ol rlua AT (e dasand | i ol (e
. Davco . :')-G-h-"
. ASA Bostic selallua ¢ o blua 4 o Cudl
. Mapei (Trades Centre) § )l 35! i
R Nova tex woeladl w0 Lo lua T (e daiad| i i dl (e - . . —
o Ardex el das § i ok T 54 e Qw G adly ¥l U JDJ
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE - 11 October 2014

TROY GRANT NEW DEP-
UTY PREMIER

e Dubbo MP Troy Grant
has been elected unop-
posed as the new Leader
of the NSW Nationals and
Deputy Premier, following
the retirement of Andrew
Stoner.

e Mr Grant is a former po-
lice officer who describes
himself as a son of region-
al NSW, and says there’s
no greater privilege for
him than to lead the party
he loves and the commu-
nities he respects.

e Premier Mike Baird con-
gratulated Mr Grant and
says he looks forward to
working very closely with
Mr Grant to ensure the
NSW Liberals & Nationals
Government continues its
strong record of delivery
for regional NSW.

» Monaro MP John Bari-
laro has been appointed
to Cabinet following the
resignation of Mr Stoner
and takes over as Minister
for Small Business and
Regional Tourism.
DELIVERED: $41 MILLION
EMERGENCY DEPART-
MENT

- The official opening of
the new $41 million St
George Hospital emer-
gency department marks
the delivery of another
NSW Liberals & Nationals
election commitment.

e Mrs Skinner, who was
joined by Oatley MP Mark
Coure, unveiled a plaque
before meeting with staff
and patients who were
among the first to be
treated in the state-of-the-
art building, fully-funded
by the NSW Liberals & Na-
tionals Government.

- The existing St George
Hospital emergency de-
partment is one of the
busiest in NSW, seeing
more than 68,000 people
each year, about 25,000
of whom are admitted.

- The new emergency de-
partment will allow for
future capacity to man-
age the growing needs of
the population. It includes
five resuscitation bays;
two designated fast track

zones, one for adults and
one for children; an Emer-
gency Medical Unit; and
eight space off-street am-
bulance drop off zone.
RESTORING TRUST IN
POLITICS

e Premier Mike Baird has
announced a package of
reforms to restore trust in
politics, including tougher
penalties for those who
break the donations laws,
more transparency and
less influence from dona-
tions.

. Candidates who use
third party arrangements
to avoid election funding
laws will face 10 years
imprisonment, while pros-
ecutions will be able to be
brought up to 10 years
after an offence is com-
mitted.

 There will be less influ-
ence of donations on the
political system by reduc-
ing donations and expen-
diture caps, and increas-
ing the amount of public
funding.

- The reforms increase
transparency for the 2015
election by requiring po-
litical parties to make a
disclosure of donations
received next February.
STANDARD & POOR’S
REAFFIRMS TRIPLE-A

* Ratings agency Standard
& Poor’s has reaffirmed
the State’s triple-A credit
rating and upgraded NSW
to a stable outlook, in a
clear endorsement of the
strong and stable fiscal
management of the NSW
Liberals & Nationals Gov-
ernment.

« NSW now holds the high-
est possible credit rat-
ing from all three ratings
agencies.

- The announcement by
Standard & Poor’s illus-
trates why the decisions
we’ve made were vital
to the State’s economic
well-being, allowing us
to re-invest in vital ser-
vices and infrastructure,
despite challenging eco-
nomic conditions.

THIRD TUNNEL BORING
MACHINE ARRIVES IN
NORTH WEST

e The third North West Rail
Link tunnel boring ma-
chine has arrived in Syd-
ney and has been named
Isabelle by those work-
ing on Australia’s biggest
public transport project.

- Isabelle is the first of two
tunnel boring machines
to start work from Cherry-
brook, digging the longest
railway tunnels ever built
in Australia.

- Isabelle weighs more
than 900 tonnes, and is
being assembled and
tested about 14 metres
below the surface at the
new Cherrybrook Station
before she starts digging
in the next few months.

» The first tunnel boring
machine, Elizabeth, is 330
metres along her under-
ground journey from Bel-
la Vista to Cherrybrook,
while the second ma-
chine, Florence, is being
assembled at Bella Vista
to start digging before the
end of the year.

TICK OF APPROVAL
FROM PUBLIC TRANS-
PORT CUSTOMERS

- Customers have experi-
enced improved levels of
service over the last year
on trains, buses and fer-
ries, according to the lat-
est annual Customer Sat-
isfaction Index.

. The Customer Satisfac-
tion Index 2014 includes
responses from more than
34,000 customers sur-
veyed independently, and
will help drive improve-
ments and keep transport
operators accountable.

e There are more than
9,500 extra weekly train,
bus and ferry services
that are cleaner, more fre-
quent and safer, while the
level of service from staff
continues to improve.

- The Index surveys cus-
tomers on public trans-
port issues including
timeliness, safety and se-
curity, ticketing, comfort,
accessibility, cleanliness
and customer service and
is measured twice a year,
and published annually.
KEY WESTERN SYDNEY
ROAD GETS GO AHEAD

- A link between the Great
Western Highway and
the MA Motorway at Wer-
rington is a step closer,
with the NSW and Federal
Governments committing
$710 million to the project.
» The Werrington Arterial
Road will involve widen-
ing Kent Road and Gipps
Street into a four lane dual
carriageway, and build-
ing two new east facing
ramps on the MA Motor-
way to increase capacity
and reduce travel times.

- Tenders to build the proj-
ect have now been called
and work is on track to
start early next year and
be completed in 2016.

- A new north-south corri-
dor will give the St Marys
industrial area better ac-
cess to the major freight
routes and take a signifi-
cant amount of pressure
off The Northern Road and
Mamre Road, saving mo-
torists time and money.
MEDICINAL CANNABIS
TRIAL GETS NATIONAL
SUPPORT

- NSW will lead a collab-
orative trial, with the sup-
port of the Commonwealth
and other states and terri-
tories, to explore further
how cannabis can offer
relief to patients suffering
from a range of debilitat-
ing or terminal illnesses.

« NSW Premier Mike Baird
welcomed the support
of other jurisdictions for
the establishment of a
ground-breaking clinical
trial on medicinal canna-
bis.

 The Health Ministers dis-
cussed the issue of me-
dicinal cannabis at their
meeting on Friday, noting
the significant body of evi-
dence linking recreational
use of cannabis to mental
ill health. Ministers rein-
forced their opposition
to the recreational use of
cannabis.

- The NSW Working Group
will consider all relevant
issues including the
scope of the trial, as well
as advice from experts
regarding the most ap-
propriate way to advance

the availability of safe and
effective cannabis derived
products.

NSW GOVERNMENT AND
CLUBSNSW SIGN MOU

- A new Memorandum of
Understanding has been
signed with ClubsNSW
providing certainty for the
thousands of clubs and
employees across NSW.

e Under this agreement,
tax rates affecting clubs
have been frozen for an-
other four years.

e The NSW Government
is committed to untan-
gling the red tape burden
on clubs by increasing
cheque issuing limits
from $2,000 fo $5,000,
which will remove more
than 250,000 cheques
from the system.

- This agreement also
recognises the role clubs
play in sheltering com-
munities and supporting
emergency services dur-
ing natural disasters and
other emergencies.

- Under this agreement,
local clubs and emergen-
cy services will partner to
enhance the capabilities of
clubs to act as evacuation
centres and determine if
funding could assist capi-
tal upgrades, such as dam
expansions.

PETROLEUM EXPLORA-
TION LICENCE APPLICA-
TIONS FREEZE EXTEND-
ED

- Minister for Resources
and Energy Anthony Rob-
erts has announced an ad-
ditional 12 month freeze
on NSW Petroleum Explo-
ration Licence Applica-
tions (PELAs) and Petro-
leum Special Prospecting
Authority applications.

- The extended timeframe
will allow the Office of
Coal Seam Gas to com-
plete its comprehensive
examination of current
PELAs and allow the Gov-
ernment to further assess
the application process
for petroleum titles.

- The former Labor Gov-
ernment handed out 39
Petroleum Exploration
Licences (PELs) in a care-
less and clumsy fashion
with little oversight. NSW
deserved better.

« The NSW Liberals & Na-

tionals Government has
put in place the most
comprehensive  regula-
tions for the CSG industry
in the country.

COMMUNITY SAFE-
GUARDS WITH TOUGHER
LAW

- High risk offenders who
are subject to Extended
Supervision Orders now
face up to five years jail if
they breach those orders,
under legislation passed
by the NSW Parliament.

e The new law will af-
fect violent criminals and
some sex offenders who
the Supreme Court has
determined require ongo-
ing supervision after their
release.

- It’s regrettable that the
state must continue to
deal with people who at
the expiration of their jail
sentence remain a threat
to the community of fur-
ther re-offending.

 The threat cannot be ig-
nored and this legislation
reflects the NSW Govern-
ment’s ongoing scrutiny
of these issues and our
commitment to safeguard-
ing the community.
AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE
OF MATILDA THE MUSI-
CAL LAUNCHED

- Tickets are now on sale
for the Australian premiere
season of MatildaThe Mu-
sical giving visitors an-
other reason to come to
Sydney, Australia’s global
city.

- The NSW Government is
proud to have secured the
Australian Premiere Sea-
son of Matilda, which will
open in July 2015 at Syd-
ney’s Lyric Theatre.

e Internationally acclaimed
productions such as Mat-
ilda are a major drawcard
for visitors to our Harbour
City, making them an im-
portant aspect of the NSW
Government’'s goal of
doubling overnight visitor
expenditure by 2020.

- Based on the beloved
novel by best-selling au-
thor Roald Dahl, the award
winning musical is yet an-
other Australian premiere
of an internationally re-
nowned production, se-
cured for Sydney by the
NSW Government.
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Kevin Andrews says welfare reform a ‘two-term exercise’

Kevin Andrews sees welfare reform as a “two-term exercise”. Photo:
Andrew Meares

Social Services Minister
Kevin Andrews has de-
scribed the Coalition’s
welfare reform plans as
a “two-term exercise” as
he prepares to receive the
late-running final report
of the federal govern-
ment’s sweeping review
of the $100 billion welfare
system.

Mr Andrews, who was a
senior minister under the
Howard government, has
also committed to stand-
ing at the 2016 election
and made a pitch to keep
his portfolio in a second
term.

This comes after specula-
tion from within the Liber-
al Party that Mr Andrews
may retire at the next fed-
eral election to make way
for a new generation of
Coalition frontbenchers.
But in an interview with
Fairfax Media on Mon-
day, Mr Andrews said he
will “definitely” stand at
the next federal election,
due at this stage around
2016.

“I will stand again. And if
the Prime Minister is will-
ing, I’'d be delighted to stay
in this portfolio,” he said.
“l see [welfare reform] as
a longer-term thing,” he
explained, noting that it
took “at least two terms”
to push through welfare
reforms under the How-
ard government.

Mr Andrews was due to
receive the final report
of the McClure welfare
review in October, but is

now not expecting it until
November. “They’re still
finishing it,” he said, add-
ing that he did not want
the team, headed up by
Patrick McClure, rushing
to an “artificial deadline”.
While Mr Andrews would
not be drawn on any spe-
cific recommendations in
the final report, he sug-
gested it would stay within
the “broad framework” of
the interim report, handed
down in June.

This report suggested that
the welfare system be cut
from about 15 payments,
supplements and allow-
ances to just four main
payments categories: a
child payment, disability
pension, age pension and
tiered working-age pay-
ment. It also suggested
that only people with a
permanent disability re-
ceive the disability sup-
port pension.

Mr Andrews has long been
a supporter of stream-
lining welfare payments
and supplements, but on
Monday hinted that four
main categories may not
be enough. While noting
that the government did
not have a fixed number
about payments, supple-
ments and allowances as
yet, he said it would “de-
sirable” to get down to 25
or 30.

“The advantage of more
payments is you can be
more precise in how you
target them,” he said. “But
the more payments, then

the more complex the
system is to navigate.”
The final McClure report
will then be considered
with Andrew Forrest’s
review of indigenous em-
ployment and welfare,
that was handed down
in July. Mr Andrews said
the two will eventually be
considered in a submis-
sion to cabinet.

He said the “complex”
nature of the welfare re-
forms was complicated
by the fact that the IT sys-
tem in the Department of
Human Services, which
runs Centrelink, needed
to be replaced.

“There are things we can’t
do until we get a new IT
system,” he said, noting
that some welfare reforms
may not be possible until
2017 or 2018, well after
the next federal election,
which is also likely to see
a different Senate make-
up.

This comes as several of
the government’s key so-
cial services budget mea-
sures, including the six-
month wait for the dole for
the under 30s, changes
to the rate of pension in-
dexation and changes to
the pension age, remain
blocked in the Parliament.
Earlier this month, Mr An-
drews split the conten-
tious budget bills to try
and get them through the
Senate.

He had put “material”
to the crossbench and
“they’re  away  think-
ing about it at the pres-
ent time”. He had told
the crossbench that the
government would “ide-
ally” like to achieve the
six-month wait, but was
open to a “counterpropo-
sition”.

He strongly hinted that
the government would be
open to accepting a one-
month wait instead.

“l can’t say [what the gov-
ernment’s final position
would be] but one month
would be better than what
we’ve got now.”

Foreign teachers on 451 visas worsen graduate glut

457 visas are working in
schools and early child-
hood centres despite a
growing glut of unem-
ployed Australian teach-
ing graduates.

A leaked audit of the 451
scheme by the Fair Work
Ombudsman, obtained by
Fairfax Media, suggests
that up to 3600 people
are working as teachers,
mainly in early childhood
care.

Rules governing 451 vi-
sas state they should
only be granted when an
employer “cannot find an
Australian citizen or per-
manent resident to do the
skilled work” required.
Half of all teaching gradu-
ates — about 8000 people
— had not found perma-
nent employment four
months after completing
their education training
last year, Fairfax revealed
on Monday.

But the unredacted ver-
sion of the Fair Work Om-
budsman’s audit — which
looks in detail at roughly
1 per cent of the 200,000
such visas on issue -
shows that childcare cen-
tres and some specialist
schools are importing
teachers.

And they are not confined
to regional areas that
struggle to attract work-
ers.

A childcare centre on
Collins Street in the Mel-
bourne central business
district has two teachers
on A57 visas, according
to the Fair Work log.

In Sydney, centres in
Crows Nest, Artarmon

ed staff.

Montessori schools in the
ACT and South Australia
have employed teachers
on A571s. The Australian
Islamic College in Boora-
goon, Western Australia,
has three staff on A51s,
while the Sholem Ale-
ichem College in Elstern-
wick, Melbourne, import-
ed a Hebrew teacher.
Charles Sturt University
in NSW and the University
of Western Sydney have
up to six lecturers and tu-
tors on the visa.

Stephen Dinham, profes-
sor of education at the
University of Melbourne,
said non-traditional col-
leges were turning out
graduates, particularly
in early childhood and
primary, worsening the
glut of university-trained
teachers.

He said the dozen or so
different routes into early
childhood teaching, from
a minimum-level TAFE di-
ploma up to a master’s in
education from a univer-
sity, made understanding
the sector more complex
than primary and second-
ary schools.

Unions have blamed the
need for foreign staff on
the “inadequate” pay in
the female-dominated
early childhood sector.
“The fact that early child-
hood employers are
resorting to importing
teachers on AS5T1 visas
when there is a huge
oversupply of graduate
teachers will not come as
a surprise to anybody in-
volved in the early child-

hood sector,” said Lyndal
Ryan, national vice-presi-
dent of United Voice.

“At the root of this prob-
lem are the inadequate
wages in the sector. There
is a well-established pat-
tern of qualified teachers
working in ECEC [early
childhood education and
care] until they can get
a position in the school
system because schools
pay better, the hours are
shorter and there are lon-
ger holidays.”

United Voice estimates
that 180 people abandon
jobs in the early childhood
sector every week. The in-
dustry is the most female-
oriented of all, with more
than 95 per cent female
representation.

Jo Briskey, acting execu-
tive director of early child-
hood advocacy group The
Parenthood, also linked
wages to the supply im-
balance.

“Parents want their kids
to get the best-quality ed-
ucation experience from
the highest-quality edu-
cators,” she said. “That
doesn’t mean that some-
one who has trained over-
seas is not qualified to
work here in Australia but
if wages were more close-
ly aligned between pri-
mary and early childhood
you would be able to at-
tract more trained Austra-
lians and go some way to
balancing the oversupply
of teachers.”

The Productivity Com-
mission, in a draft report
into childcare, released
in July, signalled drop-
ping the required qualifi-
cations required to work
with children aged three
and under. Groups such
as The Parenthood and
the Australian Research
Alliance for Children and
Youth are resisting that.
The report, a final version
of which will be delivered
to government this month,
also advocated govern-
ment subsidies for nan-
nies to ease the pressure
on childcare centres.
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Offshore detention centres:
annual costs hit $1 billion

The federal government
has spent more than $1 bil-
lion this financial year to
house about 2200 asylum
seekers in offshore deten-
tion centres in Papua New
Guinea and Nauru.
Running the detention
centre on Manus Island
has cost taxpayers $632.3
million, and the opera-
tional cost of Nauru was
$582.4 million, a Senate
estimates hearing was
told on Monday.

Deputy secretary of im-
migration Mark Cormack
said the costs — for 1161
asylum seekers on Nauru
and 1060 on Manus Is-
land — included health ex-
penses, escorting asylum
seekers to and from the
centres, staff costs and
payments made to both
countries to support the
detention facilities.

A spokeswoman for Immi-
gration Minister Scott Mor-
rison defended the costs,
saying the running of the
two centres underpinned
the government’s border
protection regime and the
costs had declined by “al-
most $100 million” com-
pared with the previous
financial year.

“It not only stops the peo-
ple-smuggling trade but
it does so without draw-
ing on Australia the sig-
nificant costs associated
with our other measures,
especially offshore pro-
cessing,” she said. “Stop-
ping boats is saving lives
and saving billions of dol-
lars.”

Despite the huge price
tag, asylum seekers on
Manus Island have suf-
fered another setback as
PNG Prime Minister Peter
O’Neill confirmed there
had been further delays
in resettling asylum seek-
ers who were found to be
refugees.

Mr O’Neill, who met Prime
Minister Tony Abboit on
Sunday en route to Ja-
karta for the inauguration

of Joko Widodo as new In-
donesian President, said
his government needed
more time.

In a statement, Mr O’Neill
said that “due to lack of
understanding and sup-
portfor refugee settlement
in PNG communities”, a
new policy would be pre-
pared with an increased
focus on consultations
and building public aware-
ness and support.

“The new policy will be
considered by cabinet af-
ter these comprehensive
public awareness and
consultations are com-
pleted,” he said.

Reports said Mr Abboit
and Mr Morrison met Mr
O’Neill to discuss the de-
lays in the resettlement of
refugees.
Laborimmigrationspokes-
man Richard Marles said
the federal government
had serious questions to
answer over its failure to
effectively manage the re-
lationship with PNG and
its capability to resettle
asylum seekers, particu-
larly after two deaths in
the compound since Feb-
ruary this year.

“In March, Tony Abbott
said people would be re-
settled in PNG within three
months,” he said.

“Scott Morrison needs to
start taking responsibil-
ity for his disastrous han-
dling of this key agree-
ment, including his failure
to actively engage with
the Papua New Guinea
government until after the
riot at the Manus Island
facility in February of this
year,” Mr Marles said.

The estimates commit-
tee also heard that 164
asylum seekers arrived
in Australia during this
calendar year, compared
with 20,711 arrivals in
the previous year. The big
drop had saved the gov-
ernment $2.5 billion, the
estimates hearing was
told.

Liberals hire private investigator Mick Symons as branch
battles in Manly, Homebush and Wentworthville get nasty

-

Hired private eye to investigate allegations of misconduct at Lib-

eral Party branches: Tony Nuit.

The NSW Liberal Party is
using a private investiga-
tor to probe allegations
of branch stacking, elec-
toral fraud and imperson-
ation at party branches.
Tony Nutt, the NSW Lib-
eral Party director, has
taken the extraordinary
step of authorising Mick
Symons, the former di-
rector of investigations at
the Independent Commis-
sion Against Corruption,
to investigate allegations
of serious misconduct at
two party branches.

Mr Symons has shown up
at party members’ homes
unannounced and asked
them to produce phone
records and tape-record-
ed interviews, members
of the Homebush North
branch and Manly Young
Liberals say.

Allegations said to have
led to suspension of the
branches include mem-
bers impersonating oth-
ers at teleconference
meetings, renewing other
people’s memberships
without their knowledge,
enrolling to vote at false
addresses, and branch
stacking.

Documents obtained by
Fairfax under freedom-
of-information laws
show a third branch, the
Wentworthville Young
Liberals, has been fight-
ing party headquarters’
move to suspend it over
claims of “harassment”
and “intimidation” in an
expensive long-running

Supreme Court chal-
lenge.

The branch has chal-
lenged party headquar-
ters to prove claims by a
member that he was “in-
timidated” into not run-
ning for branch president.
The party is vigorously
defending the case and
has retained a QC and
the high-priced Swaab
Attorneys. The Liberals’
legal bills are already un-
derstood to top $80,000.
All three branches are
controlled by the party’s
right wing, whose mem-
bers claim investigations
are being ordered selec-
tively by the ascendant
“centre-right” and “left”
factions that control the
party’s all-powerful state
executive.

Mr Symons said: “I can-
not discuss any aspects
of my duties with the Lib-
eral Party.” Mr Nutt de-
clined to comment.

The Liberals announced
the hiring of Mr Symons
in May, as a
nance” consultant. The
true scope of his role
as not been known until
now.

One member of the par-
ty’s centre-right faction
said wrangling over the
Manly branch was par-
ticularly intense because
its control would influ-
ence future preselection
votes for seats held by
NSW Premier Mike Baird
and Prime Minister Tony
Abbott.

“gover-

Branches in those seats
are particularly prized,
the source said, because
their incumbents are
viewed as likely to step
down from Parliament
when their leadership
ends.

“The president [of the
Manly branch], aligned
with the centre, went
to the right,” the party
member said. “[The] two
losing sides called foul.
There’s no way they’re
going to give a branch
away to an opposing fac-
tion. It’s life and death.”
Young Liberal branches
have the same voting
rights as any other in in-
fluencing party preselec-
tions.

The dispute over Went-
worthville has been qui-
etly playing out through
the Supreme Court since
February, when the par-
ty announced it would
suspend and dissolve

the branch. The party
reversed that decision
months after litigation
was started, but the case
continues.

The right faction claims
the branch has been sus-
pended as part of a finely
balanced factional fight
between the right and
the centre in the western
suburbs.

Some on the right view
the branch’s delegates
as potentially decisive in
voting for future federal
and state candidates for
Parramatta and Gran-
ville.

“It’s the Deathstar,” one
local party factional ac-
tivist said of the branch’s
perceived importance.
The party’s hard-right
faction has been decimat-
ed and outmanoeuvred in
recent years. It controls
only two positions on the
party’s 21-member state
executive.

Bankstown boy

threatens Prime

Minister Tony Abbott in Islamic
State recruitment video

A Sydney teenager has
emerged as a poster boy
for the Islamic State, ap-
pearing in a chilling re-
cruitment video threaten-
ing Prime Minister Tony
Abbott and vowing the
militant group will fight
until it conquers the
West.

Abdullah Elmir, 11, stars
in a video posted on the
internet overnight on
Monday under the nom de
guerre “Abu Khaled from
Australia”. He is dressed
in military gear and hold-
ing an assault rifle, sur-
rounded by several dozen
heavily armed fellow jiha-
dists.

The teenager ran away
from his Bankstown fam-
ily home just four months
ago, taking his parents
by surprise and raising
questions as to how he

had been radicalised and
who had organised his
travel.

The video comes as RAAF
Super Hornets continue
to fly combat missions
over Iraq and a day after
the Abbott government
announced it had agreed
with Baghdad to send
Australian special forces
to help in the fight against
the Islamic State.
Abdullah baits Austra-
lia, the US and Britain to
throw everything they
have against the Islam-
ic State and appears to
threaten “tyrant” Western
leaders such as Mr Abbott
with beheading.

“To the leaders, to Obama,
to Tony Abbott, | say this:
these weapons that we
have, these soldiers, we
will not stop fighting,” he
says.
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Parliament House security to be ramped up

following Canada shootings

————

Police officers take cover near Parliament Hill following the shooting. Photo: Reuters

Security around Parlia-
ment House in Canberra
has been boosted in the
wake of the shooting at-
tack in Canada, which
Foreign Affairs Minister
Julie Bishop says bears
the hallmarks of an Is-
lamic State terrorist at-
tack.

The Canadian capital, Ot-
tawa, has been gripped
by fear after at least one
gunman shot and killed
a soldier at the National
War Memorial before
opening fire at the coun-
try’s Parliament.
Politicians, including
Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper, took
shelter in offices and
were told to barricade the
doors. The gunman was
shot dead by the Parlia-
ment’s Sergeant-at-Arms
Kevin Vickers.

Ms Bishop sent a text
message to her Cana-
dian counterpart John
Baird at Aam. He told her
he was 50 feet (15 me-
tres) away when the gun-
men was shot in the Hall
of Honour, where Prime
Minister Tony Abbott re-
cently met Mr Harper.
“The body was lying just
outside the door where
[Mr Baird] was,” Ms
Bishop said. “He is safe
but clearly very shaken
by what is a shocking in-
cident. This is grim news
indeed.

“It is too early to say

the motivation of this at-
tack but it does have the
hallmarks of a terrorist
attack in the sense that,
in the past, terrorist or-
ganisations, including
ISIL, have indicated they
would target countries
like Canada, Australia...
any country that opposes
its murderous and brutal
ideology.

“This is a shocking event,
it’s clearly shaken Cana-
da and it does remind us
that this kind of violence
can happen at any time.”
Security officials met
Parliament’s  presiding
officers just before the
beginning of Parliament
on Thursday.

Extra Australian Federal
Police patrols are being
conducted around the
Canadian High Commis-
sion in Canberra and the
Parliamentary triangle in
the wake of the Ottawa
shooting.

But Speaker Bronwyn
Bishop reassured MPs,
in a statement to Parlia-
ment, that a similar style
attack would be very un-
likely to succeed in Aus-
tralia’s Parliament.

“The images showing
action and barricad-
ing themselves into the
chamber in Canada are
of concern, the range
of armed response and
security lockdown ar-
rangements that we have
in place means that this

type of action will not
be necessary here,” she
said.

“Our Parliament and its
perimeter are very differ-
ent in the design to the
Canadian parliament.
“We have a number of
layers and security mea-
sures designed to protect
building occupants.”
Nevertheless, the Speak-
er said Parliament House
staff would notice an
increase in the security
arrangements on Thurs-
day.

Parliament House secu-
rity was dramatically in-
creased after the terror
threat warning was in-
creased in September.
Police armed with “long
range weapons” began
guarding Parliament and
access to restricted ar-
eas, including the minis-
terial wing has been se-
verely curtailed.

The Foreign Minister
spoke to the Canadian
high commissioner to
Canberra, Michael Small,
on Thursday morning.
Australia’s embassy
in Canada was locked
down during the shoot-
ing. Staff were later told
they could leave on foot
to return home.

Ms Bishop confirmed
the powerful national
security committee of
cabinet will meet to dis-
cuss the attack later on
Thursday.

NBN rollout continues as copper networks switch off in
Ngunnawal and Amaroo

Copper wires for landline
telephones in up to 2700
homes and businesses in
Ngunnawal and Amaroo will
be disconnected from Thurs-
day as the NBN rollout con-
tinues in Canberra’s north.
NBN Co spokesman Darren
Rudd said those affected
would join more than 13,000
families and businesses now
connected in Gungahlin,
with work under way to con-
nect another 14,000 homes
and businesses in Civic and
Queanbeyan.

Mr Rudd said the switch was
not automatic and residents
and businesses needed to
move their landline and inter-
net services if they wished to
continue using them.

“They have a choice whether
to switch to the NBN or to
make do with mobile solu-
tions,” he said.

The disconnection of the
copper network in Ngun-
nawal and Amaroo comes
after two years of delays and
recent installations across
Canberra’s north which have
frustrated community lead-
ers and residents.

iiNet NBN product man-
ager Rachel Mcintyre said
residents who had already
placed an order with an NBN
provider would not have their
landlines disconnected un-
til their new service was in-
stalled.

“If they haven’t already mi-
grated to an NBN service
they need to realise it’s not
only going to affect their
broadband service but their
landline phone service,” she
said.

According to a national study
conducted by iiNet, 60 per
cent of Australians thought
their landline services would
remain connected if they
decided not to switch to the
NBN and a further 32 per
cent thought the switch was
automatic.

Gungahlin Community Coun-
cil president Ewan Brown
said many residents in Can-
berra’s north were not aware
of developments earlier this
year, although NBN Co had
improved communication in
recent months.

“On previous occasions |
was concerned that people
weren’t being told they could

have a voice only pack-
age without a data package
and NBN have taken that on
board,” he said.

“It was a problem of trying
to get too much done too
quickly and not realising the
logistical implications.”

Australian Communications
Consumer Action Network
spokeswoman Teresa Corbin
said NBN Co had done a good
job communicating with resi-
dents, although some people
struggled to understand how
the changes affected them.

ICAC officer reprimanded over
alleged threat of ‘physical harm’

It is more accustomed to
delving into alleged miscon-
duct outside its ranks, but
the Independent Commission
Against Corruption has re-
vealed it investigated one of
its own officers for allegedly
threatening a colleague.

In its annual report, released
on Wednesday, the ICAC says
it received an internal com-
plaint in the year to June 30
involving an allegation that
a “Commission officer had
threatened physical harm to
another staff member”.

The commission suspended
the officer during its investi-
gation into the incident and
subsequently found the offi-
cer had engaged in miscon-
duct.

The officer was “reprimand-
ed, directed to apologise to
the other staff member and
directed to undertake coun-
selling”, the commission said
in its report.

Former Supreme Court judge
David Levine, QC, the Inspec-
tor of the ICAC, was “kept in-
formed about the matter and
the conclusion reached by
the commission”, it said.

This was the only complaint
against a commission officer
that was received by the ICAC
in the past year, compared
with three in the previous year
and two the year before that.
The work of the commission
has grown since its historic
inquiry into a coal licence
granted over a farm owned by
the family of corrupt former
Labor minister Eddie Obeid.
Public hearings in that inqui-
ry started in late 2012 and a
final report was delivered on
July 31 last year.

In the past year, the commis-
sion also concluded inquiries
into a coal licence granted to
Doyles Creek Mining, a com-
pany then chaired by former
union boss John Maitland,
and the Obeid family’s inter-

est in cafe leases at Circular
Quay.

In addition, the ICAC has held
public hearings in its inqui-
ries into Obeid-linked compa-
ny Australian Water Holdings
and Liberal Party fundraising,
which triggered the resigna-
tion of a string of government
MPs.

The commission said it em-
ployed around 126 full-time
equivalent staff in the past
year and received 3386 “mat-
ters”. This included 1043
complaints from members of
the public, a 14 per cent in-
crease on the previous year,
and 674 reports from public
sector agencies.

It handed down 12 investiga-
tion reports, double the num-
ber in the previous year, and
conducted nine public inqui-
ries over 84 days.

The watchdog was granted
33 search warrants in the
past year, 21 phone tap war-
rants and four surveillance
device warrants. It conducted
203 secret interviews over 91
days.

Commissioner Megan Latham
said in a foreword to the re-
port that the ICAC “has con-
tinued to cement its place as
a leading integrity body in
Australia”.

“Now in its 25th year of op-
erations, the Commission and
the role it fulfils in NSW have
not diminished; in fact, today
the Commission and its work
are as relevant as ever, dem-
onstrated in the pivotal role
it plays in investigating and
exposing corrupt conduct at
all levels of the state’s public
sector.”

As a result of the nine public
inquiries held in the past year,
41 people were found to have
engaged in corrupt conduct
and the ICAC recommended
the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions consider criminal
charges against 39 of them.
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