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The UALM Sydney Branch

(At-tayyar al-watanee al-hurr)
invites you to

A memorial mass for

14 aaWl _}L‘.’l tiuh_,

The martyrs of 13 October 1990 and the Lebanese Army

At Saint Joseph Church
7 Acton Street, Croydon

On the19th of October 2014 at 11:00 am
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Louls_VALENTINO JEREIIE-SUE

PORCELLANATO YR

Direct to Builders, Architects, designers :uad! - puigh! - yiliald 5 psbas
Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Trades Centre;
(Next door to Jeep car yard) 22 / 24 Anzac St Greenacre

P(ﬁ}ls Vi’l‘f'rlltlr}[o Porﬁelllanato is arll Itgltllllatr;1 based ccir(rilpe}ny thatd has bmizc?r[ht ﬁhe 1wholef hucal LUyl 13m0 Syl o0 g3 St 39 Sl S O
pelling of tiles to a whole new level with the newest designs and newest technology of ' -, |, L1gicitly @uebialll Eiaol 3o Jio Soinas I dadkall

porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. . o assdial lo st Jl 5w .
. : Y o osaally radighly oailidl Gl 5 e dasiig O sull
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies Wl 393 Ascoill (o Aediie AZyd ol o WISpd o

whole sale prices in Australia videad| ylals 33gadl ke dadbu ¢ g cymwigdls

ilgie S HUL| pguiilg Juadly Jolaiy

LOUIS VALENTINO amarkGroup| (&) MAPEI

P O R C E L LA N ATO icleiondl Tlliﬂg Eqmpm i ADHESIVES * SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING
8y AQUASEAL

Stone, Tile & Concrete Solutions
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1.5Smm and 3mm tile spacers
Smm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder

Fibre glass roll

And much much more
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Y Maronite
Youth
Diocesan
Council

On this day, the Eleventh of October in the Year of Our
Lord Two Thousand and Fourteen, I, Paul Richard
Gallagher, by the grace of God and the favour of the
Apostolic See, Titular Archbishop of Hodelm and Apostolic
Nuncio in Australia, having been duly delegated by the
Congregation for Orlental Churches with the Decree
Ne Prot. 82/2013, of 30™ May 2014, do hereby formally
declare that the Parish Church of Our Lady of Lebanon at
Harris Park, New South Wales, has been elevated to the
status and dignity of Co-Cathedral Church of the Eparchy

WITH PRAISE & .

WORSHIP LED BY An RATI H i of Saint Maron of Sydney

FR nﬂn EA[EI LED BY THE PATRIARC )
Mmf Tﬁgﬂﬂ*" /

/

" Paul Richard Gallagher

mm 1y t "“*"ﬂ'_’ — Titular Archbishop of Hodelm
v ' ' Apostolic Nuncio
EIPH “ I_I_ I_MIE In witnessed thereof:-

P < o

" Antoine-Charbel Tarabay
Eparch of Saint Maron of Sydney

. i Rev. Mgr Marcelino Youssef'
- PRALMs 1ol Chancellor
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Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500

Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400

Adelaide
6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869

Perth:
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE - 10 October 2014

WESTMEAD MILLENNIUM
RESEARCH  INSTITUTE
OPENS

- A $110 million medical
research facility in West-
ern Sydney opened this
week, with a $38 million
contribution from the NSW
Liberals & Nationals Gov-
ernment.

e The new Westmead Mil-
lennium Institute for Medi-
cal Research building will
be home to 400 scientists
and clinicians and will - for
the first time — bring all
Westmead Millennium In-
stitute centres of research
under one roof.

- The state-of-the-art build-
ing will also allow the Insti-
tute to expand research in
its core areas: infectious
and immune diseases,
cancer and leukaemia, liv-
er and metabolic diseases,
eye and brain-related dis-
orders and heart and re-
spiratory diseases.

- The new headquarters
will enhance the scope of
ground-breaking research
undertaken in fields such
as disease gene discov-
ery, cell sorting and imag-
ing, and new cellular and
genetic therapies.

ONE MILLION OPAL
CARDS ISSUED

e One million Opal cards
have now been issued as
almost 800 buses go live
with Opal in Sydney’s In-
ner West and South West,
and the Central Coast.

.« The NSW Government
is modernising the public
transport system and with
one million customers
now using Opal, Sydney
is finally catching up with
other global cities around
the world.

- Opal is rolling out to
even more buses in Syd-
ney — 285 buses in the In-
ner West and 200 buses
in South West Sydney -
taking the total number of
Opal buses to 3,860.

. On the NSW Cen-
tral Coast, Opal electronic
ticketing will go live on
263 buses from next week.
Residents are already able

to use their Opal cards on
trains.

HIGH COURT GREEN
LIGHT TO CONSORTING
LAWS

- Criminal gangs operating
in NSW have been dealt a
major blow with the NSW
Government’s tough anti-
consorting laws being
found valid by the High
Court.

- The anti-consorting laws
give police the powers
they need to disrupt and
dismantle criminal organi-
sations, including outlaw
motorcycle gangs.

- Attorney General Brad
Hazzard said he’s not
surprised criminals don’t
like the laws and wanted
them overturned, but the
decision of the High Court
ensures they are here to
stay.

- The anti-consorting laws
carry a maximum pen-
alty of three years jail for
people who continue to
associate with convicted
offenders after receiving
an official warning from
police.

GOOD NEWS FOR NSW
BEACHGOERS THIS SUM-
MER

e The latest State of the
Beaches report has con-
firmed NSW beaches are
among the best in the
world.

- The annual scorecard
shows 971 per cent of the
144 ocean beaches moni-
tored by Beachwatch have
been graded as Good or
Very Good.

- Water quality has im-
proved at 29 sites this
year, moving from Good to
Very Good.

- The State of the Beaches
2013-2014 report found
83% of monitored swim-
ming locations were grad-
ed as Very Good or Good,
compared to 81% in 2012-
2013.

WYNYARD WALK TUN-
NELLING BEGINS
 Tunnelling of a new pe-
destrian walkway has now

started as part of the Wyn-
yard Walk project con-
necting the Sydney CBD
with the new Barangaroo
precinct.

» Wynyard Walk will allow
pedestrians to travel from
Wynyard to the Baranga-
roo waterfront in about six
minutes, avoiding steep
inclines and road cross-
ings.

 The tunnel will be about
180 metres long and up to
9.5 metres wide and will
provide easy, safe access
for pedestrians moving
around the western part of
the CBD.

- A machine known as a
roadhedger is digging the
tunnel, starting at a work
site on Napoleon Street
and ending at Clarence
Street, near Wynyard Sta-
tion, in 2015.

TRANSFORMATION  OF
PARRAMATTA PARK UN-
DERWAY

- Significant strides are
being made in the NSW
Government’s $20 million
upgrades to Parramatta
Park.

» The works are being un-
dertaken so Parramatta
Park can conserve impor-
tant heritage buildings and
create new recreational fa-
cilities for locals and visi-
tors.

* More than $9.5 million
will be spent upgrading
‘The Crescent’ events
space, making the park a
more attractive venue for
international artists and
promoters, while work has
begun on the $8.1 million
picnic facilities and re-
gional playground in ‘The
Paddocks’ precinct.

- By the end of the year,
‘The Gardens’ precinct,
with its newly conserved
George Street Gatehouse,
will begin a $2 million
upgrade to the heritage
setting around the his-
toric Gatehouse, includ-
ing conservation of a con-
vict bridge and landscape
works.

FUNDING FOR WATER

SAFETY BLACK SPOTS
TO REDUCE DROWNINGS
- In an effort to reduce
drowning deaths, $2 mil-
lion has been announced
for funding for several or-
ganisations as part of the
Water Safety Black Spots
Fund.

- Eleven organisations will
receive funding as part
of the fourth round of the
program.

- The recipients include
AUSTSWIM, the Boating
Industry Association of
NSW, Volunteer Marine
Rescue NSW, Surfing
NSW, Swimming NSW and
Yachting NSW.

- Specialist water safety
and community organisa-
tions will carry out proj-
ects that will contribute
to the NSW Government’s
commitment to reduce
drowning deaths.

$6.2 MILLION FACILITIES
OFFICIALLY OPENED AT
WILLIAM ROSE SCHOOL

» New $6.2 million learning
facilities at William Rose
School, in Sydney’s Seven
Hills, have been officially
opened to support stu-
dents with complex learn-
ing needs.

- The new facilities ensure
the school remains at the
forefront of educational
provision for its 64 stu-
dents, from Kindergarten
to Year 12, with complex
learning needs.

- Demountable buildings
have been replaced with
permanent facilities and
three new blocks have
been constructed, includ-
ing classrooms, a library
and staffroom.

- William Rose School is
one of 19 Schools for Spe-
cific Purposes upgraded
by the NSW Government
using $94 million of resid-
ual Federal Government
Building the Education
Revolution (BER) funding.

SUPPORT FOR GRASS-
ROOTS RUGBY LEAGUE
CLUBS ACROSS NSW

« Funding worth almost

$500,000 has been an-
nounced for 13 rugby
league clubs as part of the
NSW Footy Facility Fund
program.

- The NSW Footy Facility
Fund supports grassroots
Rugby League clubs by
helping to support nomi-
nated projects - from up-
grading storage sheds,
canteens and oval light-
ing to installing women’s
change rooms, fencing or
irrigation systems.

 This important initiative
supports inclusive par-
ticipation  opportunities
in rugby league for men,
women, girls and boys in
communities across NSW.
« The program, jointly ad-
ministered by Sport and
Recreation and the Austra-
lian Rugby League Com-
mission/National Rugby
League, is an initiative of
the NSW Government and
the NRL.

SCREEN NSW TO SUP-
PORT NEW FILM AND TV
PROJECTS

- The NSW Government
will invest $580,000 in
four new film and televi-
sion projects which will
bring more than $11 mil-
lion in direct production
expenditure to NSW.

 The investment will sup-
port the creation of 659
jobs both in front of and
behind the camera.

- Among the projects is the
film 2:22, to be filmed by
Australian actor and rising
international star, Teresa
Palmer.

» This year, the NSW Gov-
ernmenthas invested$3.35
million in 21 major new
film and television produc-
tions, bringing more than
$60 million in direct pro-
duction expenditure to the
State and creating an esti-
mated 3,405 jobs.

Health ministers back NSW canna-

bis trial

THE Commonwealth has
thrown its support behind
NSW’s plan to roll out a
clinical trial of medicinal
cannabis.

AFTER mounting com-
munity pressure the NSW
government last month
announced  terminally-ill
patients may soon be able
to use cannabis free from
fear of being charged.
NSW Premier Mike Baird
directed a working group
to come up with the param-
eters for a trial of medici-
nal cannabis and to look at
concerns about drug sup-
ply and distribution.
Australia’s health ministers
at the Council of Austra-
lian Governments (COAG)
meeting last week offered
their support to NSW in
it’s long-awaited plan for a
clinical trial.

Mr Baird on Tuesday wel-
comed the move.

“NSW is playing a leader-
ship role but our historic
agreement to work col-
laboratively on this sig-
nificant issue means we
have a far greater chance
of success,” he said in a

statement.

“We look forward to work-
ing with the Common-
wealth and the other states
and territories to develop
our understanding of the
role medicinal cannabis
could play for some seri-
ously ill people.”

Under the NSW measures,
police will be allowed to
exercise discretion not to
charge terminally-ill adults
who use cannabis.

Mr Baird’s working group
is due to report back by the
end of the year on how a
trial should be carried out.
It is likely other states and
territories will look at the
group’s findings for guid-
ance in any other potential
trials.

Mr Baird was moved to act
after meeting cancer pa-
tient Daniel Haslam, who
has been using the drug
illegally to relieve his suf-
fering.

Mr Haslam’s mother Lucy,
a nurse, and his ex-police
officer father have been
buying cannabis to help
their son deal with the side
effects of chemotherapy.
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Ukrainian peak body hits out at Putin

attendance at G20

Viadimir Putin and Prime Minister Tony Abbott during the APEC Eco-
nomic Leaders Meeting. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

The peak body for Ukraini-
an-Australians has hit out at
the Abbott government for
not pushing harder to ban
Russian President Viadimir
Putin from attending next
month’s G20 summit in
Brisbane.

Stefan Romaniw, chairman
of the Australian Federation
of Ukrainian Organisations,
said G20 members should
have “hit hard” by prevent-
ing Mr Putin’s attendance
after the MHA1 disaster and
“months of warnings and
sanctions” over Russia’s in-
cursions into Ukraine.

The move comes as Opposi-
tion Leader Bill Shorten ac-
cused Prime Minister Tony
Abbott of walking back from
the tough language he di-
rected at Russia after the
downing of MHA1, which
killed 298 people, including
38 Australian citizens and
residents, less than three
months ago.

Queensland Premier Camp-
bell Newman, a vocal op-
ponent of allowing Mr Putin
to come to Brisbane for the
summit, said on Sunday at a
press conference alongside
Mr Abbott that his view had
not changed.

Mr Abbott said on Sunday it
was not in Australia’s power
to go against a consensus of
the G20’s members and ban
an individual leader from at-
tending, after Treasurer Joe
Hockey confirmed on the
ABC'’s Insiders program that
Mr Putin would be present.
He acknowledged that some
Australians would be angry
to see him shake the Rus-
sian leader’s hand but said
he would be seeking an “as-
surance from him that he and
Russia will do everything
they can to ensure that now,
at least, justice is done”.

But Mr Romaniw said talk
of sensible dialogue with
the Russian leader was “a
furphy” and the decision
to allow Mr Putin to attend

would upset not only Ukrai-
nian residents of Australia,
but the “general Australian
population”.

“The international commu-
nity will be disappointed
he’s coming to Australia,”
he said.

“There have been sanctions,
there have been warnings,
he has totally disregarded
those warnings.

“The idea that this will be
some sort of sensible dia-
logue around a table is just
a furphy.

“He needs to be hit hard in-
ternationally by not being al-
lowed to attend this sort of
event.”

Mr Romaniw said the federa-
tion was following through
on plans for a protest in
Brisbane on November 15,
despite several areas around
the forum precinct being de-
clared restricted zones.

The federation’s public af-
fairs director, Pete Shmigel,
said the organisation was
working with Queensland
police and it expected to be
joined by a broad range of
groups, including Austra-
lians angry about Russia’s
tough anti-gay laws.

Mr Shorten said on Sun-
day that Australians were
“understandably extremely
uncomfortable about wel-
coming President Putin to
Australia” and Mr Abbott
had gone from “talking
tough to trying to pretend
Putin coming here isn’t an
issue Australians are con-
cerned about.”

He said the government’s
position was difficult be-
cause it was an internation-
al summit but said it should
have done more to push for
a ban.

“It is disappointing that the
Abbott government couldn’t
use the leverage that hosting
the G20 and holding a seat
on the UN Security Council
afforded for preventing the
attendance of Mr Putin.”

Bill Shorten rejects Anthony Albanese’s

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten has brushed
aside concerns raised by
his former leadership rival
Anthony Albanese about
national security laws
recently passed with La-
bor’s support.

Mr Albanese, who is La-
bor’s spokesman for
transport and infrastruc-
ture, said on the weekend
that parts of the legisla-
tion aimed at curbing me-
dia reporting of spy agen-
cies were “draconian”.

He said there had not
been enough parliamen-
tary debate or scrutiny of
the issue.

Speaking on Monday, Mr
Shorten said Labor had
not made a mistake in vot-
ing for the legislation.

“No I don’t think so, we
had a good discussion
within the ranks before
voting for this legisla-
tion,” he told Sky.

“Over the weekend An-
thony’s made some com-
ments, | understand the
concerns about press
freedom.

concerns on national security laws

Bill Shorten, who visited the Furlong Park School for Deaf Children on the first
anniversary of his time as Opposition Leader, says he’s confident Labor is get-
ting “the balance right” on national security. Photo: Jason South

“I am confident that La-
bor is getting that balance
right, | am confident that
we are having the sorts
of debates which the na-
tion expects of its Parlia-
ment.”

He said Labor was able to
strengthen the public in-
terest test by intervening
on the first tranche of leg-
islation recently passed,
and the next tranche of
legislation would be thor-
oughly scrutinised.
Monday marks one day
since Mr Shorten became
Opposition Leader having
defeated Mr Albanese in a
ballot after the last year’s
federal election.

Mr Shorten said “we’re
more united than we’ve
ever been” but declined to
say if Labor could win the
next election in two years.
“Labor is getting its act to-
gether,” he said. “There’s
a long way to go.”

It’s a marked change from
the Opposition Leader
who ten months ago de-
clared Mr Abbotit a ‘oncer’
prime minister.

A BID to clear the records
of men convicted of hav-
ing gay sex under his-
torical laws is set to pass
NSW parliament with the
support of the govern-
ment and opposition.
THIRTY years ago gay
men faced jail time for
homosexuality-related of-
fences in NSW.

Liberal MP for Coogee
Bruce Notley-Smith’s pri-
vate member’s bill, being
debated in parliament, will
allow those convictions to
be extinguished.

Premier Mike Baird said
the government respects

the homosexual commu-

NSW set to follow Vic on gay convictions

nity and was “proud” to
support the bill.

“This measure is long
overdue and it recognises
the hurt and anguish ex-
perienced by those who
were convicted of consen-
sual homosexual acts that
are now no longer crimi-
nal offences,” he said in a
statement.

Opposition Leader John
Robertson has also indi-
cated Labor’s support for
the bill.

The move comes after the
Victorian parliament earli-
er this week passed a sim-
ilar bill to erase historical
gay sex convictions.

NEW PENALTIES FOR PLANNING BREACH-
ES TO BE THE TOUGHEST IN AUSTRALIA

Glenn Brookes MP

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes MP said
the NSW Government will
introduce new laws to
crack down on companies
and individuals found to
breach planning rules.

Mr. Brookes said the new
penalties for breaches of
planning laws will now be
the toughest in Australia,
with a maximum penalty
of $5 million for compa-
nies and $1 million for in-
dividuals.

Mr. Brookes said the fine
increases will restore
community faith in the
planning system.

“The community can now
be confident that when
mines or developers
don’t comply with their
conditions and responsi-
bilities, the court will have
the power to issue an ap-
propriate  punishment,”
Glenn said.

“In turn this should deter
companies and devel-
opers from skirting the
rules. So, for example a
mine might think twice
about haphazardly spill-
ing waste in a nearby
stream.

“Overall most businesses
respect the rules, but the
introduction of new and
higher penalties strength-
ens protections for com-
munities and the environ-
ment.”

The NSW Government will
change the law to:

- introduce a new three-
tiered system based on
the seriousness of an of-
fence, which will allow a
fine of up to $5 million for
corporations which break
the rules under the Envi-
ronmental Planning and
Assessment Act;

- upgrade the offence of

providing false or mis-
leading information in en-
vironmental impact state-
ments; and

- make clear that it is an
offence to not declare po-
litical donations made by
directors of companies
related to development
applicants, in addition to
The three tiers of offences
are:

Tier 1: Applies to the
most serious offences,
such as carrying out
development without
approval or outside of
existing approvals, or
contravening a develop-
ment control order, where
the offence:

- was committed inten-
tionally; and

- caused, or was likely to
cause, significant harm
to the environment or the
death or serious injury or
illness of a person.
Maximum penalty: $5 mil-
lion for corporations and
$1 million for individuals

Tier 2: Applies to tier
one offences that were
unintentional or did not
cause, or were not likely
to cause, significant harm
to the environment or the
death or serious injury
of a person. For exam-
ple, accidentally spilling
waste into a stream which
was cleaned up quickly,
minimising the effect on
the environment.
Maximum penalty: $2 mil-
lion for corporations and
$500,000 for individuals
Tier 3:  Applies to less
serious offences. For
example, a mine failing
to meet dust and noise
monitoring requirements
or providing false or mis-
leading information in re-
lation to meeting a condi-
tion of approval.

e Maximum penalty: $1
million for corporations
and $250,000 for individ-
uals

Amendments to the legis-
lation to give effect to the
new penalties are intend-
ed to be introduced within
the next month.

MEDIA: Jim Daniel 0408
461 952
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Coal is ‘good for humanity’, says
Tony Abbott

Mr Abbott said his government had affirmed its faith in the coal indus-
try by abolishing the carbon and mining taxes. Photo: Peter Braig

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott says Australia’s coal
industry has a “big future,
as well as a big past” and
predicted it will be the
world’s principal energy
source for decades to
come.

Mr Abbott also heaped
praise on Japan in com-
ments that come just
days after China slapped
harsh new tariffs on coal
imports and will be noted
in Beijing as negotiations
on a China-Australia Free
Trade Agreement move
towards conclusion.
Industry has estimated
the new tariffs could cost
Australia’s economy hun-
dreds of millions of dol-
lars annually, though it
will be some time before
exact estimates can be
made.

“Let’s have no demonisa-
tion of coal,” Mr Abbott
said on Monday.

“Coal is good for human-
ity, coal is good for pros-
perity, coal is an essential
part of our economic fu-
ture, here in Australia, and
right around the world.”
The Prime Minister’s com-
ments, which angered the
environmental movement,
came at the opening of
the $US3.4 billion ($3.9
billion) Caval Ridge Mine
in Central Queensland, a
joint venture between BHP
and Mitsubishi. The mine
will produce 5.5 million
tonnes annually of metal-
lurgical coal and employ
about 500 people.

“This is a sign of hope and
confidence in the future
of the coal industry, it’s a

great industry, we’ve had
a great partnership with
Japan in the coal indus-
try,” Mr Abbott said.

“Coal is essential for the
prosperity of the world.”
“Energy is what sustains
our prosperity, and coal
is the world’s principal
energy source and it will
be for many decades to
come.”

The Coalition had af-
firmed its faith in the coal
industry by abolishing the
carbon tax and mining, Mr
Abbott said, but if there
was a change of govern-
ment at the next election
both of those taxes could
come back.

“If you want to sustain the
coal industry, if you want
to sustain the jobs, if you
want to sustain the towns
that depend on the coal
industry you have got to
support the Coalition, be-
cause we support coal,
we think that coal has a
big future as well as a big
past.”

Mr Abbott’s comments
about coal having a bright
future are in conflict with
the United Nations’ top
climate official Christiana
Figueres, who has warned
most of the world’s coal
must be left in the ground
to avoid catastrophic
global warming.

Less than two weeks ago,
a lead adviser to German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
lashed the Abbott gov-
ernment’s championing
of the coal industry as an
economic “suicide strat-
egy”.

ANU economist Frank

Jotzo said he was alarmed
the Prime Minister used
words like “faith” to de-
scribe his feelings about
coal’s future in Australia.
Dr Jotzo said Australia’s
reliance on coal was short-
sighted and a “potentially
economically dangerous”
strategy, adding that the
Prime Minister’s com-
ments could be read as a
rebuke following China’s
tariff move.

Locking in Australia’s re-
liance on coal was short-
sighted and “if we were to
hitch our wagon to coal
we would be putting the
Australian economy on a
downward trajectory”.
Climate Institute chief
executive John Connor
said the Prime Minister
was “taking a higher and
higher stakes gamble by
putting all the chips on
coal”.

Earlier on Monday, Oppo-
sition Leader Bill Shorten
said that Australia risked
being seen as the climate
sceptic capital of the
world ahead of the G20
meeting in November.
“We’ve got the G20 com-
ing up. Most nations in
the world at the G20
are dealing with climate
change. Yet we’re the cli-
mate sceptics capital of
the world,” he said.

“The rest of the world
is moving towards tak-
ing real action on cli-
mate change, yet we’ve
got a government who’s
slammed the nation into
reverse gear and retreat-
ing away from action.”
Over the weekend, Mr
Shorten told Fairfax Me-
dia that Labor would take
a carbon price - thought
not a tax - as policy to the
next election.

And he has previously
left open the possibility of
some form of resources
tax, though he has prom-
ised to first consult with
business over such an
impost.

John Hewson and Malcolm Fraser blast Liberals over
ANU divestment backlash

John Hewson has lashed
senior government fig-
ures, including Treasurer
Joe Hockey and Education
Minister Christopher Pyne,
for attempting to “bully
and coerce” the Australian
National University into
reversing its decision to
dump investments in fossil
fuel companies.

The former Liberal Party
leader and former Liberal
prime minister Malcolm
Fraser are among more
than 50 prominent Austra-
lians and ethical investors
who have signed an open
letter urging the Abbott
government to call off its
crusade against ANU.

Mr Hewson also demanded
members of the govern-
ment reveal who had urged
them to take a public stance
against ANU’s decision to
divest its shareholdings in
seven Australian resources
companies, including San-
tos, Oil Search and lluka
Resources.

“For politicians to try to
bully, coerce and influence
this university is just outra-
geous,” Mr Hewson said.
“The big story here is what
gotthe politicians so stirred
up? Was it the Minerals
Council? It virtually owned
the previous government
and appears to have large
influence over this one.
“I'm surprised the super-
annuation industry isn’t up
in arms about government
trying to ftell institutions
how they should invest.
What if the big super funds
were told they should be
investing 25 per cent of
their money into infrastruc-
ture, 30 per cent into gov-
ernment projects? ”’
Assistant  Infrastructure
Minister Jamie Briggs last
week called ANU “reckless”
and Mr Hockey claimed the
university was “removed
from reality” for deciding
to spurn companies that
he said help drive the Aus-
tralian economy and create
jobs.

On Monday, Mr Pyne called
the divestment decision
“bizarre” and Prime Min-
ister Tony Abbott accused
the ANU of “unnecessary
posturing” and risking the
returns to its $1 billion in-

vestment portfolio by sell-
ing off resources stocks.
Environment Minister Greg
Hunt has spoken against
ANU and novice Liberal
senator James McGrath, a
former employee of Santos,
said the university had de-
nied the seven companies
“natural justice” by fail-
ing to engage them before
blacklisting their shares.
“You have a publicly fund-
ed organisation that es-
sentially has chosen to
blacklist companies with-
out giving them the right of
reply. | think the university
should be condemned,” he
told Fairfax Media.

On Wednesday, left-leaning
think tank the Australia In-
stitute will publish an open
letter that calls on the gov-
ernment to respect ANU’s
right to invest in or divest
from any investments that
it chooses.

“We support the role of
choice in the Australian
economy and cannot un-
derstand why a govern-
ment that is committed to
deregulating the univer-
sity sector would question
the ability of a university
to make investment deci-
sions,” the letter states.

“It is every investor’s right
to make their own invest-
ment decisions without
bullying from vested inter-
ests and government min-
isters. It is ANU’s obliga-
tion to invest responsibly,
which includes thinking
about their environmental
social standards, how they
impacts on financial re-
turns and how they reflect
on the character of the in-
stitution.”

Among the people who
have added their names to
the letter are Wotif found-
er Graeme Wood, former
Greens leader Bob Brown
and philanthropist Rob
Purves.

The group said ANU'’s ap-
proach to ethical investing
was consistent with in-
vestors around the world,
including the Rockefeller
Brothers Fund and Stan-
ford University.

Mr Hewson said the re-
sponse had been dispro-
portionate to the scale of
the investment portfolio

rejig by ANU. The share-
holdings to be liquidated
are worth an estimated
$16 million, representing
less than 2 per cent of the
university’s $1.1  billion
portfolio.

ANU vice-chancellor Pro-
fessor lan Young said it
was worrying that certain
groups felt they had the
right to “tell an investor
how to invest”.

Tim Buckley, a former
head of equity research at
Citigroup who now works
at the Institute of Energy
Economics and Financial
Analysis, also accused the
Coalition of attempting to
bully ANU.

“I find it absolutely bizarre
because, the last time I
checked, investment man-
agers have the right to
change their portfolios,”
he told Guardian Austra-
lia.

Santos vice-president for
LNG markets and Eastern
Australia Commercial, Pe-
ter Cleary, questioned the
sense of the divestment
movement’s view that fos-
sil fuels have no place in
the future economy.

“Our industry respects the
challenge of minimising
the impact of our activities
on the environment but we
don’t agree with the ex-
treme agenda that denies
the continuing importance
that energy plays in sup-
porting the everyday lives
of Australia and Asia,” he
said.

“We face misleading and
scaremongering cam-
paigns. As an industry, we
must do all to inform our
communities and to make
sure the debate is based on
the strong science around
the risks and about robust
economics when we look
at the positive impacts on
communities.”

ANU is the first Austra-
lian university to divest
from fossil fuels, although
it has retained shares in
BHP Billiton and Rio Tinto.
In the US, 19 universities
have sold out of fossil fu-
els investments, including
Stanford University, which
has cleaned out its $US19
billion ($22 billion) invest-
ment fund.
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Senate inquiry demands answers from low-
tax companies

Senate committee chairman Sam Dastyari has vowed to investigate
corporate tax avoidance. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Forty of Australia’s big-
gest companies will be
asked to explain their tax
affairs to a Senate com-
mittee investigating cor-
porate tax avoidance.
Companies shown, in
a recent report, to have
the lowest “effective tax
rate” over the past de-
cade and to operate the
most subsidiaries in tax
havens have been given
the chance to outline
their tax strategies be-
fore the committee de-
cides which corporate
leaders to call in to ap-
pear before public hear-
ings.

The Senate can sub-
poena witnesses and
committee chairman
Sam Dastyari has vowed
to use that power if the
inquiry encounters re-
sistance from big busi-
ness.

Companies that will be
invited to explain their
persistently low tax con-
tributions, according to
the report, include shop-
ping centre company
Westfield, building prod-
ucts firm James Hardie,
motorway group Tran-
surban, Sydney Airport,
Telstra, SingTel and
Echo Entertainment,
owner of Sydney’s Star
casino.

The Greens, who led the
push to form the tax in-
quiry, have vowed to call
multinationals Apple,
Google and Swiss-based
miner Glencore to face

questions about their
tax contribution to Aus-
tralia.

The report, Who pays for
our common wealth?,
found almost a third of
the nation’s largest com-
panies are paying less
than 10¢ in the dollar in
company tax and some
companies, includ-
ing global broadcaster
21st Century Fox and
Toll Holdings, operate
dozens of subsidiaries
in low-tax jurisdictions
such as the Cayman Is-
lands, the British Virgin
Islands and Bermuda.

A recent tax justice re-
port in the United States
found that US compa-
nies that claim to have
business in tax havens
declared profits that
equate to $870,000 for
each person that lives
in those three tiny island
nations.

There is a certain office
block, known as Ugland
House, in the Caymans
that is the registered ad-
dress of 18,857 compa-
nies.

The Australian report,
funded by the Tax Jus-
tice Network — a group
of charities, churches
and unions — has been
dismissed by big busi-
ness and the Corporate
Tax Association for fail-
ing to understand the
legitimate ways compa-
nies, particularly prop-
erty trusts, avoid paying
the statutory 30 per cent

corporate tax rate.

It found James Hardie
had paid an effective
rate of zero tax over the
past decade. A spokes-
woman for James Hardie
declined to comment on
the committee’s request
for explanation.

The committee will in-
clude with its “please
explain” notice a copy of
Treasurer Joe Hockey’s
speech of last week in
which he declared: “Let
me be very clear, a tax
cheat is a thief.”
Senator Dastyari said:
“Thecommitteeacknowl-
edges that there may be
valid reasons for having
a lower than expected ef-
fective tax rate but there
are many questions that
have been raised in re-
cent months.

“We’re also interested
in an explanation as to
the location and reason
for some of their sub-
sidiaries. We hope that
we do not have to hold a
hearing in the Virgin Is-
lands.”

The committee will ask
to hear from corporate
leaders who have ex-
pressed concern at tax
avoidance in big busi-
ness, including Wes-
farmers boss Richard
Goyder, who recently
called on companies to
“pay tax in the commu-
nities in which they op-
erate” or risk their repu-
tations.

Billionaire retailer Gerry
Harvey said it was “mor-
ally wrong” to avoid
paying tax in your home
country.

A spokesman for Tran-
surban said its chair-
man, Lindsay Maxsted,
had explained on numer-
ous occasions why the
company’s effective tax
rate was low. He said in-
frastructure companies
such as Transurban re-
lied on investments that
reduced their tax in the
short term.

Opposition grows to storage of photo and biometric data

Privacy fears: The government has announced a significant expansion of
its biometric data collection. Digitally altered photo by Michel O’Sullivan

Shadow
Dreyfus said “a clear explanation”
was needed from the government.
Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

attorney-general  Mark

Photographs of millions of
Australians will be stored by
the Immigration Department,
and this “biometric data”
gathering could extend to fin-
gerprinting and iris scanning
under the Abbott govern-
ment’s controversial counter-
terrorism laws.

The “foreign fighters” bill
means there will be a major
expansion of facial recogni-
tion imaging of Australians
passing through international
airports in a crackdown on
passport fraud that could
eventually apply to a wide
range of biometric data -
which could be shared with
other government agencies.
Critics say the danger of such
information being hacked is
profound, given many per-
sonal electronic devices are
now secured by fingerprints
and iris scans.

The sheer scale of the per-
sonal information that would
stream into the government’s
databanks is set to open one
of the first fissures in the
largely bipartisan approach to
national security, with Labor
warning that the legislation
poses a danger to privacy.
“It’s clear that this provision
would be a significant expan-
sion of biometric data col-
lection by the government,”
shadow attorney-general
Mark Dreyfus said.
“Australians deserve a clear
explanation from the govern-
ment about what protections
will be put in place to protect
the privacy and security of

their information.”

The legislation specifically
clears the way for all Austra-
lians as well as foreigners to
be photographed when they
leave Australia and when they
return if they go through auto-
mated passport gates — which
are set to become far more
commonly used.

The department estimates
that between 40 and 60 per
cent of the 35 million trav-
ellers leaving and entering
Australia each year would be
photographed, many millions
of them Australians.

The department can also
share the biometric informa-
tion for “specified purposes”
according to the bill’s explan-
atory memoranda, though it
does not explain what these
purposes are.

The foreign fighters bill is be-
ing scrutinised by the high-
powered parliamentary joint
committee on intelligence and
security before a vote expect-
ed by the end of the month.

It would allow the government
to collect and store finger-
prints and iris scans without
needing to pass new laws.
This could instead by done
through regulations, which
can be blocked only if opposi-
tion parties muster a majority
of MPs in either house.

The Privacy Commissioner,
Timothy Pilgrim, told a recent
parliamentary hearing into
the legislation that under the
changes, the Department of
Immigration and Border Pro-
tection would hold personal
biometric information to an
unprecedented “extent and
volume”.

The Immigration Department
was rocked this year by an
embarrassing data breach in
which the personal details of
nearly 10,000 asylum seek-
ers were mistakenly made
available on the department’s
website.

Underscoring the extent of se-
curity concerns, the growing
biometrics database would
be secured by the nation’s
top defence cyberspooks, the
Australian Signals Director-
ate, according to testimony
given by the department to
the intelligence and security
committee last week.

The ASD has indirectly suf-
fered its own data breach
recently in the case of ren-
egade American intelligence
contractor Edward Snowden,
whose massive leaks of West-
ern intelligence files involved
some relating to the agency
including, most spectacular-
ly, details of Australian spy-
ing efforts against Indonesian
leaders.

Privacy advocates are partic-
ularly worried about the con-
sequences of biometric data
being hacked because, unlike
a passport or a tax file num-
ber, it cannot be changed.
“You can’t readily change
your fingerprints or your
face,” Australian Privacy
Foundation chairman Roger
Clarke said.

Labor MP Anthony Byrne,
the intelligence and security
committee’s deputy chair-
man, expressed deep con-
cern at a public hearing last
week about the privacy impli-
cations.

“I am deeply, deeply uncom-
fortable with that level of
data being kept by that de-
partment, patrticularly given
the potential for someone to
break into that and basically
lift hundreds of thousands of
fingerprints of Australian citi-
zens,” he said.

“Think about the privacy im-
plications of that with iris
recoghnition, which is used for
laptops and computer sys-
tems. Iris scans are now being
used on portable devices.”
Emily Howie of the Human
Rights Law Centre said more
debate was needed about the
government’s counterterror-
ism laws.

“Australians’ right to privacy
is often eroded through the
use of new surveillance pow-
ers and technologies without
proper legal safeguards,” she
said. “Of course the govern-
ment has a responsibility to
protect the community, but it
must do so in a manner that
is reasonable and account-
able.”
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