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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
"(RTO) aegScr e g il (ot Bl s el

*Registered Training Organisation
FPREY PR B Y LA EPAA[ TS

M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 029897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711
Suite 4 / 6 McFarlane St, Merrylands NSW 2160
info@easytrainingsolutions.com.au
www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au
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Astrological Centre

\World Renowned Spiritualist Astrologer
PANDITH SANJEEV JI can removes any kind of problem
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4 DAY Omega

COOKING Harvey Normani@[) 0 M A Y X [
P RI CE B LITz ONLY AVAILABLE IN STORE AT HARVEY NORMAN @ DOMAYNE AUBURN

FRIDAY 19™ ‘TIL MONDAY 22"\° &

5498

Omega 600mm
Multi-Function
Oven.

65L oven capacity,
5 cooking functions,

$ ) five rack/shelf positions,
omega double-glazed door.
00655%

Omega 600mm omega
Slide-Out Rangehood.

Air extraction rate: 440m? hr. ortewxa

BUILTN
GRILL

5299 omos

$1 2 9 Omega 600mm Omega 600mm g;‘ieg}a
omega Ceramic Cooktop. ccriee Gas Cooktop. oceoxa
Omega 30L Microwave Oven. _
30L capacity, 10 power levels, auto |NDUC“°N _ ‘
defrost, memory function. omsocx 0 COOKTOP/ - { $ 69 7
. m ; m—— e Omega 600mm

Multi-Function
Oven.

Built-in electric oven with
il seven cooking functions,

EE — nine shelf positions,
omega $ 49 7 omega $ 9 8 omega touch control timer,
Omega 14-Place Setting o 200mm C . 6 ’IcEripIe\-/gIazed door with
Freestanding Dishwasher. mega mm Ceramic Omega 600mm asy- leW'tranpafent
| WELS 4 star, 13.9L/wash. oow717xe Gooktop oc7otz Induction Cooktop. oisss ) K\/lewmg window. 0oes7x

Harvey Norman HARVEY NORMAN @ DOMAYNE AUBURN

103-123 Parramatta Rd. 8748 4200 Located on ground level

@ I] ﬂ M A Y N E {(Entrance to carpark off Station Rd.) (Computers/Electrical only)

Ends 22/09/14. Harvey Norman® stores are operated by independent franchisees.

283818_AUB
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4idy Ailea TIPS Security
Master License No: 409566317

Are you fed up with your cument ? Broken
promises, lack of respect. no appreciation? s time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. -
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for & Secunt}r
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Ewvery IPS Security employes confributes to owr
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for

excellence. @M

IP'S Security reguires gualified applicants for a variety of h_“,j_.‘_,._ul -
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be ———

suitable to join our team you must
= Hold a first Aid certificate

IPS jlal

o4 il
ot sl Sl
* Have excellent presentation Ao Al g |

jl.lﬂ!i-! Aol
Gl

# Hold a current Viclorian Security Licence

= [Be reliable

We have the following security posifions available;
Crowed Contral
{Events])

= [RS5A cerfificate

= Ayailable T daysinighis

Static positions
Patrol positions

We have full time, part tfime and casuwal positions.

available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Mo recruitment co ies ‘3
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105 - 'd"ﬂl 4 s

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jelald! B ey
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au I_
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

deilons 8 e Park NSW 2143
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0419979499 :Jlaint

Australia Phone carlls
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1 JLal] cliles gl gucs L) sags
sl Liyss iolely dulgal) clillaly Sim Cardy [

We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-G-#i):'-i-l'-' me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 4y m fokl

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au

oLl SilS pd a0 ol - il § petsh
0408 888 777 b = Juasdl
0404 015 951

é )
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Sl 2 Gl | ugr Saclhl
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ol A Mark Mahfouz
i Solicitor/ Migration Agent
i MARN; 1382887
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e ol gons sl u.eb-ll B gl (9
0404 772 772
Suite 2, 440 Blaxcell St, Guildford.
Email;findmyvisa@gmail.com

J

artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director

0410 606 786

arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
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124 Highland Ave
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we cater for all accasions & panty

' 02 9632 5907

&1 Guildford Rd,
Guildford NSW 2161

S LIS - info@sawarbina.com.au
: £ www.sawarbina.com.au
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PORCELLANATO Al ]

Direct to Builders, Architects, deSIgners wead! - cywdigd! - yikiald 3 pikas

Showroom; 204B The Hume Highway; Greenacre Trades Centre;

(Next door to Jeep car yard) 22 [ 24 Anzac St Greenacre
[.ouis Valentino Porcellanato is an Italian based company that has bought the whole ;- il 5S04 A5 3l 0 oISkt 9 SRV S
selling Qf t1.1es toa whole new level w1th the newest Flemgns and newest technology of o l.p;.l 4l esballl Giaol o Je s Sl dadil
porcelain tiles direct to builders, architects and designers. R L9 wmmickighly uiliad] oll 3 yuies dasaiy (5w yoll
Dur company Louis Valentino Porcellanato is a high end level company that supplies sl 3935 ducoill (o4 deddie @y ‘,I.a ;.a IS s o
whole sale prices in Australia T ilead! ks dagaul S LS il il ly
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SORIERLSIEY /N Amarkcroup (&) MADEI

P O R C E |_ LA N ATO Professional Tiing Equipment

By
SOUDAL

ADHESIVES * SEALANTS * CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR BUILDING

By AQUASEAL

Stone, Tike & Concrete Solutions

\?"! rnovalex

4 1§ e =)

1.5mm and 3mm tile spacers
5mm, 10mm and 12mm tile
spacers

15 L water proofing

Nova Flex 20kg

Super Nova 20kg

Nova Ezy 20kg

Nova Mastic 20kg

K-10 water proof

Powder |

Fibre glass roll loadl lBol

: Pl - 7Y
And much much more 9 9
(Showroom) yaydl dla

We also hold W 0 ol Lolua At e 4 daaadl i il (e
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Strata Management
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358 Guildford Road, Guildford NSW 2161

Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -
michael.k @ nationalre.com.au

=

DA

WHICHDIIN!

ABN: 85 806 130 998

0415 620 150

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel : 02 - 9759 3835
Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

Finess
Apco 20 L

Dulux Wash & Wear
Dulux Weathershield 15 L  $175
20 L From $98

Taubmans Endure
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196

YD o 19 o L)

15 L $165

$110
I5L $165
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE - 12 September 2014

TUNNELLING  STARTS
ON $8.3 BILLION NORTH
WEST RAIL LINK

e Tunnelling has begun
on the $8.3 billion North
West Rail Link — Austra-
lia’s biggest public trans-
port project.

- This is a huge milestone
in the delivery of this proj-
ect and shows we are get-
ting on with delivering the
vital infrastructure this
State desperately needs.

- Four massive tunnel
boring machines will dig
about 120 metres a week
and operate underground
24 hours a day, seven
days a week.

« The North West Rail Link
is due to open in 2019
and is the first stage of
Sydney Rapid Transit, the
city’s new fully automated
rail network.

15,000 NSW TEACHERS
TO BE ACCREDITED

- About 15,000 NSW
school teachers will be
accredited under national
standards and will be re-
quired to undertake ongo-
ing professional develop-
ment.

- The NSW Government
wants all teachers to be
accredited by the end of
2017 and has introduced
legislation to make it
mandatory.

- Until now, only teachers
who began teaching after
October 2004, or who had
a break from teaching of
five years or more, have
needed to be accredited.

- These changes are part
of the NSW Government’s
commitment to further
improve the status of the
profession and the qual-
ity of teaching in all NSW
schools, which we out-
lined in our Great Teach-
ing, Inspired Learning re-
forms.

45,000 JOBS CREATED
IN AUGUST

- Unemployment in NSW
dropped to 5.1 per cent
in August to remain the
second lowest in the na-
tion, and well below the

national average.

- The drop of 0.2 per cent
was made possible by
45,000 jobs created last
month.

e The NSW unemployment
rate has been below the
national average for nine
consecutive months.

- Since coming to office
the NSW Liberals & Na-
tionals Government has

created over 165,000
jobs.
FIT FOR THE FUTURE

e The NSW Liberals & Na-
tionals Government has
announced record fund-
ing of up to $1 billion to
ensure NSW has strong,
modern councils to de-
liver the housing, jobs
and local infrastructure
people need.

- We are committed to
Rebuilding NSW and to
achieve this we need a
strong local government
sector. However, this is
not possible when more
than one-third of the
State’s councils are fac-
ing financial problems
- losing more than $1 mil-
lion a day.

- The Fit for the Future
package includes $258
million to assist councils
that decide to merge and
make the changes needed
to provide better services
to communities.

- Fit for the Future coun-
cils will also be able to
access cheaper finance
to build and maintain the
facilities that communi-
ties need, saving councils
up to $600 million.

e For more information
visit.: www.fitforthefuture.
nsw.gov.au

NSW TRUMPS OTHER
STATES IN DOMESTIC
TOURISM STAKES
 NSW continues to lead
the nation in domestic
tourism, with the latest
National Visitor Survey
recording the most visi-
tors, nights and expendi-
ture of any other state.

- Over the past 12 months,
we have attracted 26.6

million domestic visitors,
well above Victoria with
19.6 million, and Queen-
sland with 18.1 million.

- Domestic visitors to
NSW spent $15.3 billion,
an increase of $831 mil-
lion year on year, repre-
senting the highest ex-
penditure level increase
nationally.

- These results show that
NSW is on track to meet
our target of doubling
overnight visitor expendi-
ture in NSW by 2020.
BRINGING COURTS INTO
LOUNGEROOMS

« NSW is leading the way
to give media outlets bet-
ter access to broadcast-
ing judgements and sen-
tences in major criminal
trials.

« This week NSW became
the first state in Australia
to pass legislation to sup-
port the broadcasting of
judgements and sentenc-
es in the Supreme and
District Courts.

- Increasing media access
to demystifying the court
process is a key step in
ensuring the community
has confidence in the jus-
tice system.

e The new law will make
filming the norm rather
than the exception, how-
ever protections are in
place to ensure the safety
and security of people
such as witnesses and
victims are maintained.
NEW OFFSET POLICY TO
MANAGE BIODIVERSITY
« The NSW Government
has announced a new
approach to biodiversity
conservation, which will
give landholders an op-
portunity to receive pay-
ments for managing bio-
diversity on their land.

- From October, landhold-
ers will be able to receive
stewardship  payments
via a new fund, which will
be established to collect
developer contributions
to ‘offset’ the impact of
large projects.

« The fund will source off-
sets on behalf of develop-

ers, and use the money
to help landowners man-
age these offsets on their
propetrties in a win for the
environment, farmers and
industry.

 Further information on
the offsets policy and the
proposed biodiversity
fund is available at, www.
environment.nsw.gov.
aul/biodivoffsets/bioff-
setspol.htm

TOUGH  ON-THE-SPOT
FINES FOR ENVIRON-
MENTAL OFFENCES

- The toughest on-the-
spot penalties in Austra-
lia for environmental of-
fences are now in effect
across NSW.

- The ten-fold increase in
penalties will provide the
Environment Protection
Authority with greater reg-
ulatory powers to tackle
environmental crime.

- An on-the-spot penalty
of up to $15,000 can now
be issued by the EPA for
the 10 most serious envi-
ronmental offences such
as, pollution of water, il-
legal disposal of asbes-
tos or hazardous waste,
and operating without a
licence,” Mr Stokes said.

- Offenders are already
on notice that they may
be sentenced to up to 1
years in jail or be fined up
to $5 million and shift the
power back in favour of
the independent regulator
rather than the polluter.
SNOWY ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE ESTABLISHED

- Legislation has passed
through the NSW Parlia-
ment to create a Snowy
Advisory Committee to
better manage the Snowy
Hydro Scheme.

- The Snowy Hydro Cor-
poratisation Amendment
(Snowy Advisory Commit-
tee) Bill2013 replaces the
Snowy Scientific Commit-
tee with a new and more
representative body that
will balance community
issues with scientific and
technical expertise.

- The Snowy Advisory
Committee will provide

independent, specialist
advice to the NSW Gov-
ernment on environmen-
tal flow releases from the
Snowy Hydro Scheme.

« It will have access to the
latest NSW Government
information and monitor-
ing, modelling and re-
search to be a much more
effective advisory body.
$9 MILLION FACILITIES
OPENED AT HOLROYD
SCHOOL

e New $9 million learn-
ing facilities have been
opened at Holroyd School,
allowing the school to
continue assisting stu-
dents with complex learn-
ing needs with the best-
available resources.

- The project replaced de-
mountable buildings with
new permanent facilities,
and existing classrooms
were upgraded to provide
15 additional ones.

- An existing classroom
block underwent a minor
refurbishment to provide
a special education unit,
covered walkways, ramps,
toilets and laundries.

e Holroyd is one of 19
schools for specific pur-
poses and was upgraded
by the NSW Government
using $94 million of re-
sidual Building the Edu-
cation Revolution (BER)
funding.

NEW CHAIR FOR COM-
MUNITY RELATIONS
COMMISSION

- Former Chairman of
Cricket NSW, Dr Hari
Harinath OAM, has been
named the new Chair of
the Community Relations
Commission’s (CRC) Ad-
visory Board.

- The NSW Government is
confident Dr Harinath will
be an effective advocate
for the State’s multicul-
tural communities. He is a
medical practitioner with
40 years of experience
and a leader within the
Indian Australian commu-
nity.

« His appointment comes
before the CRC transi-
tions to become ‘Mullti-
cultural NSW’ under the
NSW Government’s new

three-year strategic plan,
Harmony in Action.

- The new board will over-
see the implementation of
Harmony in Action, which
will place stronger em-
phasis on the beliefs and
values that unite all Aus-
tralians.

STUDY ON THE GO: HSC
TEST YOURSELF APP

- A new app has been
launched to help students
prepare for the Higher
School Certificate.

- The ‘HSC Test Yourself’
app uses multiple choice
questions from previous
HSC exams to allow stu-
dents to test their knowl-
edge whenever and wher-
ever they want.

- With the HSC written ex-
ams starting in October,
the app will help students
make the most of their
study time using infor-
mation straight from the
Board of Studies, Teach-
ing and Educational Stan-
dards (BOSTES).

- The app was developed
by former Greystanes
High School student,
Shubham Shah, who saw
the opportunity to use
BOSTES material for an
interactive mobile app. It
can be purchased from
the Google Play store.

GURUS WANTED TO
UNLOCK GOVERNMENT
DATA

- The State’s best and
brightest brains are being
invited to unlock data col-
lected by NSW Govern-
ment agencies as part of
the Premier’s Innovation
Initiative.

« The NSW Government
is calling on non-gov-
ernment sectors to come
forward with new and cre-
ative ways to reuse or re-
interpret information held
by government.

- Expressions of interest
for the Premier’s Innova-
tion Initiative Open Data
challenge can be lodged
until 13 October via the
NSW Government web-
sites, www.tenders.nsw.
gov.au, or www.data.nsw.
gov.au
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Prime Minister Tony Abbott
defends new Iraq mission
against Islamic State

TONY ABBOTT has de-
fended Australia’s deci-
sion to follow the US back
into Iraq, but has refused
to offer a time frame for
how long we will stay and
fight against Islamic State
forces.

About 600 Australian
military personnel are
preparing to leave for
the Middle East in antici-
pation of deployment to
Iraq.

The Prime Minister, who
is this week running the
government from Arnhem
Land, admits the commit-
ment may take “many,
many months”.

“I'm not going to put a
time limit on it,” he told
Channel Nine’s Today
Show.

And how would he mea-
sure success?

“If the ISIL (Islamic State)
forces inside Iraq have
been defeated, dislodged,
if the Iraqi government is
once more reasonably
capable of maintaining
control over its own terri-
tory, maintaining internal
security, that will be cer-
tainly a success,” Mr Ab-
bott said.Mr Abbotit later
conceded they are unable
to promise “perfect suc-
cess” or “risk free opera-
tions” in Iraq.

“All courses are hazard-
ous. No course has a
guarantee of success,”
he told ABC radio.

“The one course that has
a guarantee of failure is
inaction.”

The threat of ISIS is getting
worse all the time and the
movement has got “much,
much, much stronger in
recent months,” he said.
“This is not just your
standard fight in the Mid-
dle East.”

The PM argued on ABC
TV that the Coalition is
not trying to create a “Lib-
eral pluralist democracy”
or “a shining city on the
hill”.

“What we are trying to do
is to help the people of
Iraq to help themselves”.
Mr Abbott praised the
work of the US President

in co-ordinating the latest
Coalition of the Willing.
“This is President Obama.
It’s not President George
W. Bush. This is President
Obama, a very different
President who is slow,
rightly and properly slow
to reach for the gun.”

He denied it was a “tribal
war” just specific to the
Middle East.

“If that’s all it was, Austra-
lia wouldn’t be involved,”
he told Channel Seven’s
Sunrise.

Instead Australia is work-
ing with the lIraqi and
Kurdish forces and has
been welcomed by the
Iragi government, he
said.

“This is one of the fun-
damental differences
between this potential
commitment and the com-
mitment that was made
11 years ago.”

The Prime Minister said
Australia has taken no de-
cision to back up action
in Iraq by taking similar
steps in Syria.

“The US President has
certainly indicated that
American forces are pre-
pared to strike into Syria
if that’'s what’s needed to
disrupt and degrade the
ISIL movement but that’s
not a decision that Aus-
tralia has taken,” he told
ABC TV.

“Obviously the legali-
ties of action in Iraq with
the full permission and
co-operation of the Iraqi
Government are quite dif-
ferent from action in Syria
which is essentially an
ungoverned state with a
government that we don’t
actually recognise.”
Attorney General George
Brandis denied Australia
was at war.

“It’s a humanitarian mis-
sion with military ele-
ments,” he told Sky
News.

“This is something that is
going to take an unspeci-
fied and potentially quite
long period of time and it
would be artificial and |
think impossible to put a
finite end date on it.”

Parliamentary inquiry into Newcastle and Hunter planning
decisions set to follow ICAC probe

“Strong commitment from a majority of MPs”: David Shoebridge.
Photo: Peter Stoop

A parliamentary inquiry
into controversial plan-
ning decisions in New-
castle and the Hunter is
set to get the green light
following revelations at a
corruption inquiry that lo-
cal MPs took illegal dona-
tions from developers.
Upper house Greens MP
David Shoebridge, who
is pushing for the inqui-
ry, said there had been
a “strong commitment
from a majority of MPs”
to back the inquiry when
he puts forward a motion
on Tuesday for it to be es-
tablished.

He said the inquiry would
examine a range of con-
tentious planning de-
cisions, including the
planned removal of the
Newcastle heavy rail line
between Wickham and
the city’s CBD and the in-
stallation of light rail.

The proposal to create a
fourth coal loader at the
Port of Newcastle would
also be examined, along
with a major housing de-
velopment at Whitebridge
in Lake Macquarie and the
Mount Thorley Warkworth
mine project.

The Independent Commis-
sion Against Corruption
concluded nine weeks of
public hearings on Friday
in Operation Spicer, its
inquiry into political do-
nations.

The former Liberal mem-
ber for Newcastle, Tim
Owen, was forced to quit
Parliament after he ad-
mitted to ICAC that he
took an envelope stuffed
with $10,000 in cash from

property developer and
former Newcastle mayor
Jeff McCloy before the
last election.

Mr Owen’s colleague in
the seat of Charlestown,
Andrew Cornwell, also
quit politics after admit-
ting he took $10,000 each
from Mr McCloy and Hunt-
er Valley property devel-
oper Hilton Grugeon.

It has been illegal for prop-
erty developers to make
political donations — and
for political parties, MPs,
and candidates to receive
them - since January 1,
2010.

“This [inquiry] is look-
ing behind the closed
doors of some of those
key planning decisions
which are intended to
shape Newcastle and the
Hunter over the coming
decade,” Mr Shoebridge
said.

“There is enormous com-
munity disquiet about
how these decisions were
arrived at, and which spe-
cial interests potentially
had the inside running.”

Mr Grugeon is the part-
owner of Simhill Living,
the company behind the
$23 million Whitebridge
housing development
in Mr Cornwell’s former
seat.

Upper house Labor MPs
have put questions on
notice to the government
about the circumstances
in which Simhill Living
bought the land at White-
bridge.

Mr Grugeon has denied
he made donations to
political candidates to

win support for his de-
velopments, telling ICAC
he had “never supported
anyone for a favour” and
it was “scurrilous” to
suggest otherwise.

He said Mr Cornwell had
in fact supported resi-
dents who opposed the
Whitebridge develop-
ment, “which I had no ob-
jection to him doing be-
cause that was his job”.
Mr McCloy also rejected
suggestions he made do-
nations to buy influence,
telling ICAC that the do-
nations were not declared
because “I don’t like my
name being put against
any political donations

anywhere”.
The proposed parliamen-
tary inquiry, which is

supported by Labor and
crossbench MPs from
the Shooters and Fishers
and Christian Democratic

parties, would be chaired
by Christian Democrat
Fred Nile. Two of the
six committee members
would be drawn from the
government’s ranks and
two from the opposition.
Mr Shoebridge said lo-
cal residents who had
watched ICAC from a
distance would be given
an opportunity to “actu-
ally present their views
directly to parliamentar-
ians” in Newcastle.
“When you talk to people
in Newcastle and they
see the state government
spending billions to build
heavy rail for develop-
ment in Sydney, while
turning around and rip-
ping out the heavy rail
to deliver development
in Newcastle, they are
nonplussed, “ he said.
“That’s a key issue we’ll
be looking into.”

Abbott defends skipping
UN climate meeting

PRIME Minister Tony Ab-
boit says he won’t be
joining 125 other world
leaders at a United Na-
tions climate change
summit because he has
important business in
parliament.

MR Abbott will travel to
New York next week to
participate in UN talks on
Iraq and terrorism, but
will miss the September
23 climate summit host-
ed by UN chief Ban Ki-
moon.

Mr Abbott confirmed on
Tuesday Foreign Minister
Julie Bishop will attend
the summit in his stead.
“My first duty in a sense
is to the Australian par-
liament and that’s where
I'll be early in the week,”
he told ABC radio.

“There are quite a lot of
things happening in the
Australian parliament in
the next week or so.”

The government plans
to put its next tranche of
anti-terrorism legislation

to parliament next week.
The climate summit is
next Tuesday (US time)
and US President Barack
Obama’s special meet-
ing of the security coun-
cil is on Wednesday and
Thursday, both at the
UN headquarters in New
York.

The European Union
commissioner for climate
action Connie Hedegaard
told the ABC it was a pity
the Australian prime min-
ister couldn’t join other
world leaders at the one-
day summit.

It’'s hoped this climate
meeting will speed up
negotiations for a global
deal on cutting emis-
sions at another summit
in Paris in 2015.

While in New York, Mr
Abboit will also deliver
Australia’s national state-
ment to the UN General
Assembly and meet with
key leaders ahead of No-
vember’s G20 meeting in
Brisbane.
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NSW CORPORATE VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

AWARDS OPEN

Glenn Brookes MP, Mem-
ber for East Hills encour-
aged on wednesday busi-
nesses in the East Hills
electorate with employee
volunteering programs
to nominate staff for The
Centre for Volunteering’s
Corporate Volunteer of the
Year Awards.

The Awards are sponsored
by the NSW Government
and are also supported by
ClubsNSW. Nominations
close on 31 October 2014.
“Corporate volunteering
programs, which enable
staff to take paid leave to
volunteer, are growing in
popularity. Work-based
initiatives are helping more
people to see the benefits
of volunteering by con-
necting them with great
organisations and com-

Glenn Brookes MP, Member for
East Hills

munity projects,” Glenn
said.

“Businesses large and
small with corporate vol-
unteering programs have
reported a more engaged
workforce and strong rela-
tionships within the com-
munity as a result.

“The annual NSW Volun-
teer of the Year Awards

Sea rises to swamp in-
frastructure: report

MORE than $200 billion of
Australia’s coastal infra-
structure is at risk if the
worst-case scenario for
sea level rises comes true,
an environmental group
says.

THE Climate Council’s lat-
est report warns of dam-
age to roads, rail lines,
hospitals, commercial
properties, homes, ports
and power stations with a
1.1 metre sea rise by the
end of the century.
Coastal NSW, Queen-
sland and Victoria would
be hardest hit by rising
sea levels and associated
storm surges, the report
calling for action on cli-
mate change says.

The council - which re-
placed the Climate Com-
mission abolished by the
Abbott Government - pre-
dicts sea levels will rise by
between A0cm and a me-
tre by 2100.

However, it says a 1.1 me-
tre increase is not out of

the question - an outcome
that would put $226 billion
in infrastructure at risk of
inundation.

Almost 250,000 homes
were at risk of the worst-
case sea level rise, along
with thousands of com-
mercial buildings, 15
hospitals, five power sta-
tions, 120 ports and up
to 35,000km of roads and
rail lines.

Report author Professor
Will Steffen urged Austra-
lia to cut its greenhouse
gas emissions, saying
failure to do so would be
“extremely painful and ex-
pensive”.

“The potential threats to
Australia, where the ma-
jority of us live on the
coast are disproportion-
ately large,” he said in a
statement.

“We’re talking about the
loss of beaches, property,
infrastructure and com-
mercial assets worth bil-
lions to our economy.”

recognises the valuable
contribution that over two
million volunteers make to
communities across our
state.

“These award categories
recognise participants in
corporate volunteering
programs who go above
and beyond the call to help
their community,” Glenn
said.

Businesses are urged to
nominate their volunteers
for one of the following
awards:

+2014 NSW Corporate Vol-
unteer of the Year Award
(individual award)

*2014 NSW Corporate Vol-
unteer Team of the Year
Award (team award)

Glenn Brookes said not-
for profit organisations are
also eligible to apply for a
dedicated NSW Excellence
in Volunteer Management
Award.

“There is also a significant
need for specialist staff
in not-for-profit organisa-
tions to manage incom-
ing volunteers to enable
everyone benefits for the
volunteering experience,”
he said.
“Volunteer-management is
a crucial part of the volun-
teering experience.”

The Centre for Volunteer-
ing’s Chief Executive Of-
ficer Gemma Rygate said
social entrepreneurs using
online and other means to
get involved in volunteer-
ing were encouraged to
nominate for the awards.
“The rise of online social
entrepreneurs and start-
ups means volunteer man-
agement is changing. We
want to recognise excel-
lence in volunteer man-
agement — both traditional
and online.”

To make a nomination go
to: www.volunteering.com.
aui2014-awards or call
The Centre for Volunteer-
ing on 9261 3600.

MEDIA: Jim Daniel — 0408
461 952

PM won’t rule out Syria extension

PRIME Minister Tony Ab-
bott has refused to rule
out extending Australia’s
involvement in the fight
against Islamic State ex-
tremists from Iraq to Syr-
ia.

MR Abbott confirmed the
first of 600 Australian
defence personnel have
been deployed to the
Middle East already, with
more to be sent over the
next four or five days.

The deployment of Super
Hornet aircraft, special
forces advisers and other
support has raised ques-
tions about whether Aus-
tralia will send forces into
Syria where the militant
group has its roots.

Mr Abboit noted that
President Barack Obama
had indicated US forces
would strike IS inside
Syria if required.

However, the legalities of
operating in Iraq were dif-
ferent from Syria, with the
Assad regime not even
recognised by Australia.
“I don’t rule it out, but it’s
not our intention at this
time,” Mr Abbott told ABC
radio on Tuesday.

The prime minister reject-
ed Fairfax Media reports
that Australia may inad-
vertently help a group it
has labelled as terrorists.
The PKK or Kurdistan
Workers Party, desig-
nated a terrorist group by
Australia since December
2005, is working closely
with Kurdish Peshmerga
forces who are being sup-
ported by the internation-
al community.

Mr Abbott said Australian
special forces would only
act as military advisers to
legitimate Iraqi and Kurd-
ish forces, “not to that
other group”.

Australia also had been
given “strong guaran-
tees” that weapons sup-
plied to the Kurds would
only be used by the Pesh-
merga.

Meanwhile, a Labor back-
bencher has raised con-
cerns about the military
deployment, putting her
at odds with Opposition
Leader Bill Shorten.
Fremantle MP Melissa
Parke has queried the

move, despite saying
she is “horrified” by the
Islamic State’s latest be-
heading of aid worker Da-
vid Haines.

Ms Parke said she was
very concerned the gov-
ernment had so quickly
escalated Australia’s in-
volvement in Iraq from
strictly humanitarian pro-
tection to committing the
nation to what appeared
to be an open-ended war.
That would only increase
the security threat to Aus-
tralians, the former United

Nations lawyer said.

Mr Shorten sympathised
with Ms Parke’s concerns,
but said Labor had set pa-
rameters on its support
for the deployment.
“We’ve made it clear that
we don’t want Australian
combat troops ... engag-
ing in combat with IS,” he
told ABC radio.

“We want the operations
of our military to be con-
fined to the territory of
Iraq, where that govern-
ment has asked for our
assistance.”

NSW Labor supports medic-

inal cannabis

—

Labor says it will support a bill to legalise the use of cannabis for medicinal
purposes in NSW. Source: AAP

LABOR says it will support
a bill to legalise the use
of cannabis for medicinal
purposes in NSW.
NATIONALS MP Kevin
Anderson will soon intro-
duce a private member’s
bill to allow terminally ill
patients and their carers
to legally possess up to
15 grams of cannabis.
Opposition Leader John
Robertson says he has
great sympathy for the ter-
minally ill and their fami-
lies, who have advocated
for the use of cannabis for
pain relief.

“People in this situation
should not suffer the fur-
ther humiliation of be-
ing dragged through our
courts and ftreated as
criminals,” he said in a
statement on Tuesday.
“Labor’s position would
see the law change to
provide this small group
of people with the protec-

tions they need.”

Labor will take its policy
to next year’s state elec-
tion if there’s no change
before then.

Premier Mike Baird has in-
dicated he is open to sup-
porting Mr Anderson’s bill
but has voiced concerns
about the sale and regula-
tion of the drug.

Mr Baird has met Dan-
iel Haslam, a 24-year-old
who in 2010 was diag-
nosed with bowel cancer
and given only months to
live.

Mr Haslam has been un-
dergoing chemotherapy
for the last four years and
has been taking cannabis
to relieve his symptoms.
His mother Lucy, a retired
nurse, and father Lou, a
former head of the drug
squad in northwest NSW,
are now asking politicians
to legalise medicinal use
of the drug.
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Australian terror raids: AFP, ASIO move on suspected terrorists

Bigges

Police raid a home at Bursill Street, Guilford. pic John Grainger Source:

News Corp Australia

Another man is arrested in Guilford. Source: Supplied

ASIO and the Austra-
lian Federal Police have
launched a number of raids
across homes in Sydney
and Brisbane on thursday
morning.

NSW Police confirmed ar-
rests have been made in the
early morning raid, but it is
as yet unclear how many. It
is believed at least twelve
suspects have been taken
into custody.

The operation is under-
stood to have been given
the all clear after months of
surveillance of Australians
believed to be linked to ex-
tremist terror group Islamic
State in Iraq and Syria.

The strikes were reportedly
pre-emptive in nature, and
were linked to a Brisbane
man who was recently ar-
rested on suspected terror-
ism related charges.
News.com.au has contact-
ed all other state police de-
partments, confirming no
anti-terror operations were
underway as the co-ordi-
nated operation unfolds in
Brisbane and Sydney.

The terror cell targeted in
the raids is believed to have
been close to an attack,
and reports have emerged
the groups may have been
planning beheadings or
mass shootings on home
soil.

Forensic officers are on the

scene at the Guilford raids
in Sydney where three
people are being held at
a Bursill Street home and
it appears that police had
seized cash.

Authorities believe a terror-
ist network had been plan-
ning a number of attacks in
Australia.

The Daily Telegraph reports
at least 600 officers from
the Australian Federal Po-
lice, ASIO officers and the
NSW counter terrorism unit
launched the strikes before
dawn this morning.
According to a statement,
the arrests followed the
execution of “a number of
search warrants” in Bee-
croft, Bella Vista and Castle
Hill in the city’s northwest,
and Guildford, Merrylands,
Northmead, Wentworth-
ville, Marsfield, Westmead,
Castle Hill, Revesby, Bass
Hill and Regents Park in the
west.

Australian Federal Police
are also executing warrants
in Brisbane.

The southern suburbs of
Mt Gravatt East, Logan and
Underwood are being tar-
geted in the raids.

A spokesman for AFP said
police were executing three
search warrants in the Bris-
bane operation. There are
unconfirmed reports sever-
al arrests have been made.

t anti-terrorism raids in Australia

Police arrest a man in Guilford thusday morning. Source: DailyTelegraph

The operation follows the
arrests of two men with
terror links in South East
Queensland last week.

The operation is still under-
way.

Last week, Brisbane man
Omar Succarieh, 31, was
arrested and charged with
terrorism-related offences
following a series of raids.
He’s accused of fundrais-
ing for Syria-based extrem-
ist group Jabhat al-Nusra
and helping another man,
Agim Kruezi, obtain funds
to fight for a terror organi-
sation overseas.

Succarieh, who is due to
apply for bail in court today,
is believed to be the brother
of Ahmed Succarieh, who
reportedly became Austra-
lia’s first suicide bomber in
Syria last year.

WITNESS REPORTS

A witness to thusday morn-
ing’s counterterrorism po-
lice raids has described the
operation as “surreal” after
witnessing the largest anti-
terrorism bust in the na-
tion’s history.

Caller Chris told Triple M’s
The Grill Team he was only
“six doors down” when po-
lice swooped on a home in
Sydney’s Bass Hill.

“About 4 o’clock | was wo-
ken up by a helicopter go-
ing over, which | thought
was rather weird,” he told
hosts Matty Johns, Mark
Geyer and Gus Worland.
“Then at 5 o’clock the dog
started barking, | had a look
out and there would have
had to have been 30-40
coppers.

“A lot of cars, | went out
to be a sticky beak, as you
do, and | was told, quite
promptly, ‘go, go back in-
side do not come back out’.
“They’ve blocked off the
road, it was pretty surreal.”
He described his feelings
towards his neighbours
being linked to terrorist or-
ganisations as “a bit iffy”.
“Around the area, we’ve
got a lot of. you know ... 'm
not a racist or anything ...
but you see these people,
we walk down the street,
you say ‘g’day’, they look
down.

“You don’t know how to
take it”

POLITICAL REACTION
Scoit Morrison said the
morning’s raids demon-
strate why the government
has taken recent action to
beef up counter terror laws.
“I think the scale of what

Three people are held at the Bursill street address targeted in this morn-
ing’s raids. Pic: John Grainger Source: News Corp Australia

we’re seeing in this ongoing
operation .. demonstrates
the very real threat that’s
there,” the Immigration
Minister told ABC radio.

“l think [it] again supports
why the Government has
been so strong in its re-
sponse to this threat, over
630 million dollars in addi-
tional investment the Prime
Minister announced as you
know to deal with this threat
at home, but equally we’re
dealing with this threat
abroad.”

Other senior government
ministers were unable to
shed more light on the
raids, but praised the work
of authorities.

“I note the security agen-
cies, the Police, ASIO are
working hard to ensure
that we are safe,” Coali-
tion frontbencher Malcolm
Turnbull told ABC radio this
morning.

“Our security is the conse-
quence of continued vigi-
lance and hard work on the
part of the security agen-
cies.

“There is no cause for be-
ing complacent about se-
curity.

“There are people, regret-
tably some of them in our
midst, that don’t have the
nation’s best interest at
heart.”

Speaking ahead of this
weekend’s G20 Finance
Minister’'s  meeting in
Cairns, Joe Hockey said he
had confidence in the secu-
rity measures in place.
“Everyone needs to make
sure that with an increased
threat level associated with
potential terrorist attacks
in Australia we have all
the necessary precautions
taken for both the G20 here
in Cairns and also in Bris-
bane,” the Treasurer told
Sunrise.

“But, |1 am very confident
that all bases are covered.
“We have put a lot of effort
into this for a long period of
time.”

Anyone who has informa-
tion should call the national
security hotline on 1800
123 400, he said, while
commending the authori-
ties for their work and co-
operation.

RAISING THE THREAT
LEVEL

Last week, outgoing direc-
tor-general of ASIO David
Irvine told ABC’s 1.30 the
threat of an attack has been
building over the last year,
and that he has an “elevat-
ed level of concern”.

“In Australia, we’ve been
very lucky in that we have
avoided an attack on Aus-
tralian soil ... but we’ve also
had to stop terrorist attacks
occurring in Australia.

“We are certainly aware of
people wanting to conduct
terror attacks in the west
and in Australia. We are fac-
ing a persistent threat.”
The national security level
alert was raised from “me-
dium” to “high” last Friday.
BIGGEST BUST IN AUS-
TRALIAN HISTORY

It is believed the size of the
raid eclipsed that of Op-
eration Pendennis in 2005
when several hundred
ASIO, AFP and NSW police
arrested 13 men across
Melbourne and the Sydney
suburb of Bankstown, who
had been planning bomb
attacks in both capitals.
PREVIOUS ARRESTS

The raids come a day af-
ter a Sydney-based money
transfer business owned
by the sister and brother-
in-law of convicted Sydney
terrorist Khaled Sharrouf
was shut down amid con-
cerns it was being used to
funnel funds to the Middle
East to finance terrorism.
The Lakemba remittance
provider, Bisotel Rieh Pty
Ltd, owned by Damour
Sharrouf and her husband
Ahmed Alwash, was sus-
pended after they could not
account for millions of dol-
lars transferred to Turkey
and Lebanon.
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