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IMPRESSIVE BUILT-IN
WARDROBES

Custom design to suit your needs at FACTORY PRICES

2400 cm wide

We provide standard and custom designed
wardrobes in affordable prices with 15 years

written guarantee.

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Visit our showroom at 54 Canterbubry Road, Bankstown

Ph 9796 1022 Fax 9796 3355

www.impressivewardrobes.com.au

yBIH WOz WbieH Buiied

Safety mirrors, federation, heritage, craft wood,
specialised in hinged and sliding solid timber and
polyurethane doors.

10 YEARS GUARANTEE

ybIH w0z wbieH buied

3600 cm wide

* OPEN 7 DAYS
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EASY TRAINING SOLUTIONS
Attain your skills... the EASY way
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers

HRTO) LtgSor donauss iign et (0 dnauly i pn Jalal
*Registered Training Organisation
Loy gt o e Sl G318
M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 02 9897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711

Suite 4 / 6 McFarlane St, Merrylands NSW 2160
inffo@easytrainingsolutions.com.au

www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au
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4idy Ailea TIPS Security
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=

A Yol 9
23 Cann St Guildford NSW 2161
Ph: 02 9681 6520 Mob: 0414 394 675

Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your cument ? Broken
promises, lack of respect. no appreciation? s time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Ewvery IPS Security employes confributes to owr
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IP'S Security reguires gualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Meiropolitan area. To be

suitable to join our team you must
= Hold a first Aid certificate

# Hold a current Viclorian Security Licence
= Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty

Trmm el Ao rmrd Tl
el i LI S L N L T L )

= Have excellent presentation

= [Be reliable

We have the following security posifions available;
Crowed Contral
{Events])

= [RS5A cerfificate

= Ayailable T daysinighis
Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part tfime and casuwal positions.
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Mo recruitment co ies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

deilons 8 e Park NSW 2143

Spalll (w @Silol asmd
sl yaguaiy Alpkglgd
PETRPSWN SRR NN
0414552715

2 O ke 3218 |galad
Magic Drlvmg School
Jrant Fuslud| Jeid (Witeds

daldl| day ohs ?
Jaladd) B (e g dlolal! 2 9o
Agla 5y - duwulio ylawl - 3lof

0419979499 :Jlaint

Australia Phone carlls
alodl gud!

1 JLal] cliles gl gucs L) sags
sl Liyss iolely dulgal) clillaly Sim Cardy [

We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-G-#i):'-i-l'-' me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 4y m fokl

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au

oLl SilS pd a0 ol - il § petsh
0408 888 777 b = Juasdl
0404 015 951

é )
BG Lic: 185750C -- -
Sl 2 Gl | ugr Saclhl
For all your glazing needs - . . .
aakills Jiiall Lzl casSs5 50 @LPL> ikt duig ASIY | oy gasiiall
TN O P P = F9AS adge @aly sSl a2l
*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash Eladlad | 3 s i 9 9 Lad [ !
Back* Frameless Glass s A g ASIYI és-“ e 0gniual
<ld ykg QO ilg2lg * Sl L " www.alankabout.com J

- o | LAWFIRST
; : IMMIGRATION SPECIALISTS
ol A Mark Mahfouz
i Solicitor/ Migration Agent
i MARN; 1382887
pabalol lghall § gll bad 2 (Slol @w
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&/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
£ Registered Migration Agent
E\! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

g Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including

Call us today to find out what we can do for you. -
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*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
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*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
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th busi . -
As a rapidly guwl:g :umﬂfm looking for & SE::urlt}f
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employes contributes fo our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for Luﬂ'
excellence.
IPS 5 lified cants fo of r y
positions all over the Malbourne Metropontan area. To be 1 | (3
suitable fo join our team you miost: -
# Hold a first Aid cerdificate Qb n,-l,-“
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licence i:r' ﬁ_bb
# Hawe dedicafion, Commitrment & Loyalty - ) .
Speak flusnt English Jhi—! Hh#
« Hawe excellent presentation ﬁ#‘lii hiﬁi
= Be reliable -
Wile hawve fthe following security positions available:; th- Lwl
Crowd Control .
(Events) T
= R5A cerlificate
= Ayailable T daysinights
Static positions deksk
Patrol positions
We hawve full time, part i;"helem casual positions —— B o s
able. Al
Frevinu5ﬁp|:rla;:-aan|5needrmtapplr o o
Mo recruitment com ies P
Victoria Licence Mumber: 774-201-105 Bl - —
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolall! g Gudaaay
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE — 1 August 2014

HIGHEST HOUSING AP-
PROVALS IN A DECADE

« NSW has recorded the
highest housing approv-
als in a decade for the
last financial year.

- More than 50,000 new
homes were approved
in 2013/14 showing the
NSW Government’s focus
on housing supply and
affordability is working.

- Average monthly NSW
home approvals since the
NSW Liberals & Nationals
came to office is 3,481 -
31 per cent higher than
the monthly average of
the former Labor Govern-
ment.

« A booming home build-
ing industry means more
work for tradespeople
and the businesses that
supply them.

NEXT PHASE OF HIS-
TORICFLASHING LIGHTS
ROLLOUT BEGINS

- The second phase of the
NSW Government’s his-
toric school zone flash-
ing lights rollout began
this week, which will see
every school receive a
set of flashing lights by
the end of next year.

. Phase two will
see flashing lights in-
stalled outside at least
100 schools each month
between now and Decem-
ber 2015, improving the
safety for our children as
they make their way to-
and-from school.

» The $32 million program
will focus on local gov-
ernment areas to ensure
it’s cost effective.

« The first LGAs in the roll-
out are Ryde, Sutherland,
Blacktown, City of Syd-
ney, Willoughby, Tweed
and Wollongong.

OPAL CARD POP-UP KI-
OSKS NOW AT 28 MA-
JOR TRAIN STATIONS

e Opal cards are now
available at pop-up ki-
osks at 28 of Sydney’s
busiest train stations, as
preparations begin to re-
tire some paper tickets
from 1 September.

e The kiosks, which span
stations from Hornsby
to Rockdale, Penrith
and Wynyard, will allow
customers to quickly
and conveniently obtain
an unregistered Opal
card, joining more than
440,000 people already
using Sydney’s new elec-
tronic ticketing system.
 The pop-up kiosks come
as preparations are made
to retire a number of pa-
per tickets from Septem-
ber. Retiring these paper
tickets will allow the NSW
Government to continue
to modernise Sydney’s
transport network.

» Opal can now be used on
all suburban and intercity
trains, all Sydney Ferries
services and more than
1700 buses. The bus roll-
out is continuing, and will
be complete by the end of
this year and Opal will be
in place on light rail early
in 2015.

WESTERN SYDNEY STA-
TIONS UNDERGO $150
MILLION UPGRADE

- The NSW Government
has announced a $150
million package to up-
grade six busy Western
Sydney train stations.
 Penrith, Pendle Hill and
Blacktown stations will
receive major upgrades,
including new lifts and
ramps, upgrades to the
station concourses, new
bus interchanges and
pedestrian links. This is
a huge boost for thou-
sands of Western Sydney
customers, especially se-
niors, people with a dis-
ability, and parents with
prams.

- As part of the package,
the NSW Government
is also fast-tracking up-
grades at Wentworth
Falls, Wentworthville and
Flemington stations.

. This multi-million
dollar investment is on
top of station upgrades
and new commuter car
parks already underway
or completed in Western
Sydney, as part of the
NSW Government’s $110

million Transport Access
Program.

COMMENCEMENT OF
GOING HOME STAYING
HOME

- The NSW Government
has boosted services to
tackle homelessness un-
der its Going Home Stay-
ing Home reform pack-
age.

- The reforms took effect
on 1 August, with 149
agreements with provid-
ers either locked in, or
close to being finalised.

- Going Home Staying
Home will boost funding
on homelessness by 9 per
cent, and place greater
emphasis on early inter-
vention and addressing
homelessness in regional
and suburban areas.

e The “no wrong door”
philosophy of the reforms
is designed to make ac-
cess easier and more
logical for clients, with a
single phone number -
1800 152 152 — provid-
ing access to the right
services.

NSW ENTERS THE DIGI-
TAL AGE WITH ePLAN-
NING

- A range of online plan-
ning tools are being de-
veloped to allow hom-
eowners and businesses
better navigate and ac-
cess the NSW planning
system, bringing the sys-
tem into the digital age.

. The NSW Gov-
ernment has invested
in delivering a range of
ePlanning tools and ser-
vices over a two year pe-
riod, making the planning
system simpler, cheaper,
faster and more conve-
nient.

- The new ePlanning
tools include a ‘Planning
Viewer’ to show planning
rules that apply to prop-
erties, ‘Interactive Build-
ings’ that will display in-
teractive 3D models, and
‘Local Insights’ that will
show planning statistics
and projections.

- The first release of these
versions of the ePlanning

tools can be accessed at
www.planning.nsw.gov.
auleplanning.

PREMIER LAUNCHES
EDUCATION WEEK 2014
- Education Week 2014
has been an opportunity
to recognise and cel-
ebrate the achievements
of NSW public schools,
their students, staff and
school communities.

- The Premier and Edu-
cation Minister launched
this year’s Education
Week at Campbelltown
Performing Arts High
School.

« This year’s celebrations
included notable public
school alumni reflect-
ing on their own public
school education, includ-
ing former Prime Minister
John Howard, television
presenter Chris Bath, and
former High Court judge
Michael Kirby.

- The NSW Government
is committed to boost-
ing public education by
responding to individual
circumstances and break-
ing down the centralised,
one-size-fits-all model
that doesn’t serve mod-
ern learners.

EXPRESSIONS OF IN-

TEREST OPEN FOR 2015
GALLIPOLI SCHOOL
TOUR

. High school students
will be given a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity
to represent NSW at the
2015 Gallipoli Dawn Ser-
vice, marking the 100th
anniversary of the land-
ing of the first Anzacs.

- The NSW Government
will offer 100 students in
years 10, 11, and 12 the
opportunity to travel to
Turkey to be part of the
centenary commemora-
tions.

- Government, indepen-
dent, and Catholic high
schools are encouraged
to enter a ballot that
will see 25 successful
schools eligible to nomi-
nate students for the
tour.

- Students and supervis-

ing teachers will leave for
Turkey in April 2015, and
will attend the Centenary
of Anzac Dawn Service at
Gallipoli.

e Further details can be
found on the NSW Cen-
tenary of Anzac website:
http:/lveterans.nsw.gov.
au/centenarylgallipoli-
2015-school-touri.

BEDS GO ELECTRIC AT
WESTMEAD HOSPITAL

e The replacement of
manual beds at West-
mead Hospital — some of
which are up to 35 years
old - is making a huge dif-
ference to our hard work-
ing nurses and patients.

. The NSW Govern-
ment provided $260,000
to purchase 64 beds as
part of an ongoing bed
replacement program at
Westmead Hospital.

. The new electric
beds will be installed in
high dependency and
aged care wards, and will
assist staff by reducing
the risk of injury from
manually adjusting beds.
. They also give
patients greater inde-
pendence while raising
and lowering their beds,
which is particularly im-
portant to older patients,
reducing the risk of falls.

HELPING WOMENBREAK
THE PRISON CYCLE

- The NSW Government
has announced funding
for a mentoring program
to help women who have
been in prison get on
track and break the cycle
of re-offending.

. The partnership
with the Women in Pris-
on Advocacy Network
will provide mentoring
services over the next
18 months to at least 50
women who are due for
release from custody, or
who have recently been
released.

» Many women who have
been in prison have chil-
dren, and this program
helps them with their fam-
ily responsibilities— help-
ing prevent future genera-
tions from continuing the
same pattern of criminal

behaviour.

- The program is run by a
group of women including
ex-prisoners, lawyers, ac-
ademics and women from
the broader community.

SYDNEY COUNCILS TO
SIGN HISTORIC AGREE-
MENT WITH SYDNEY
WATER

- An historic agreement
between councils and
Sydney Water is expected
to reduce the time taken
to repair roads and foot-
paths dug up for water
and sewerage works.

e The leaders of A2 Syd-
ney councils this week
signed a landmark memo-
randum of understanding
with Sydney Water.

- The MOU commits
councils and Sydney Wa-
ter to agreed timeframes,
quality specifications and
ongoing management
practices for road and
footpath restoration.

e The agreement will in-
crease accountability and
reduce red tape around
footpath repairs, achiev-
ing a better outcome for
NSW ratepayers and tax-
payers.

COMPOSTING TO TURN
PYRMONT BRIDGE
GREEN

e Darling Harbour will
showcase a world-first
experiment in environ-
mentally sustainable
design, with a three-
dimensional garden set
to temporarily transform
Pyrmont Bridge from late
October.

- The ‘Amaze’ project will
see more than one tonne
of organic waste diverted
from landfill each day and
turned into compost that
will nourish an amazing
trellis garden.

- Starting from August,
Darling Harbour restau-
rants and attractions
will recycle their organic
waste into compost.

- It’s the first time in Aus-
tralia, and possibly the
world, that a major tour-
ism precinct has collabo-
rated on a composting
program of this scale.
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Budget cuts hit lowest-income earners hardest, says Treasury

Prime Minister Tony Abbott with Treasurer Joe Hockey. Treasury warned the government

its budget measures would hit low-income earners the hardest. Photo: Jonathan Ng

The federal government
delivered its May budget
fully aware its spend-
ing cuts would hit poorer
households much harder
than wealthier ones, a
Fairfax Media freedom of
information request has
revealed.

Treasury numbers re-
leased to Fairfax Media
back private modelling
showing the cuts were
sharply inequitable, a con-
tention repeatedly played
down by the government.
The budget has been
widely criticised as un-
fair, and a hostile recep-
tion from the public led
to a slump in the polls for
the government. Many of
its measures are being
blocked by the Senate,
with Treasurer Joe Hock-
ey frantically negotiating
with crossbenchers to
salvage the budget.

The Treasury analysis re-
veals the spending cuts
cost an average of $842
a year for lower income
households, while the av-
erage high income family
lost just $11. Middle in-
come families were down
$471.

Partly offsetting the skew-
ing of spending cuts to-
wards low earners was
the temporary deficit re-
pair levy for those earning
above $180,000 a year.
The Treasury modelling
says the average high in-
come family would pay an
extra $446 a year in tax;
middle income families an
extra $15; and low income
families only $2 a year
more.

The combined effect is

that an average low in-
come family loses $844
per year in disposable
income (earnings after
tax and government pay-
ments) due to the budget.
Middle income earners
forgo $492; while a high
income family is down by
$5117.
The Treasury analysis
is simplistic. It does not
account for the effect of
changes such as the pro-
posed $1 Medicare co-
payment; fails to account
for inflation, and is for
only one year — 2016-11
— of the budget estimates.
As such, it understates the
disproportionately nega-
tive impact of the budget
measures on poor fami-
lies compared to wealthier
ones.
For example, in 2017-18
the deficit repair levy will
be abolished and high
income earners will be
much better off. Also in
2017-18, the full effects of
the cuts to family benefits
will be felt.

The analysis was just one
of several provided to
government in the lead-up
to the budget. However,
Treasury refused to re-
lease two detailed sets of
modelling because they
were “brought into exis-
tence for the dominant
purpose of submission to
the cabinet”.

It is understood the 52-
page and 21-page submis-
sions starkly showed how
less wealthy households
suffer far bigger falls in
disposable income than
richer ones, especially
for families with children

aged between six and 16.

A spokeswoman for Mr
Hockey said the average
lower-income household
would still receive $12,604
in 2016-17 in cash trans-
fers such as family bene-
fits from the government.

“Our budget aims to make
the welfare system sus-
tainable and to reduce
$123 billion in projected
deficits and debt, heading
towards $661 billion with-
out remedial action,” she
said.

“Our budget is focused
around building a stron-
ger economy so Austra-
lians can experience more
and better jobs.”

Mr Hockey hit out at Fair-
fax Media’s report on
Monday, saying it was
more “malevolent misin-
formation” from Fairfax
because it failed to ac-
knowledge the greater
amounts of tax middle
and higher income fami-
lies pay.

“That story is wrong be-
cause it fails to take into
account a range of things
like the fact that higher
income households pay
half their income in tax,
low income households
pay virtually no tax,” the
Treasurer told the Nine

Network.
“It also fails to take into
account the massive

number of concessional
payments, such as dis-
counted pharmaceuticals
. . . discounted transport,
discounted childcare,
that goes to lower income
households.

“It just seems to be a little
inconsistent, | saw they
were apologising for one
of their cartoons on the
weekend and there’s a lot
of misinformation that’s
coming out and | some-
times its quite malevolent
out of those papers.”
Labor Treasury spokes-
man Chris Bowen said Mr
Hockey could not disown
the figures.

“These are Treasury fig-
ures,” Mr Bowen told ABC

radio on Monday. “This is
the direct impact of deci-
sions in his budget.”
Chief executive of the
Australian Council of So-
cial Service Cassandra
Goldie said the budget
hurt most those that could
least afford it.

“If this budget stays in
place, you will see an ac-
celeration of inequality.
You will see a rise in child
poverty,” Ms Goldie said.
“Mr Hockey is asking
if there’s an alternative
plan for fixing the budget
deficit. There are a raft of
ideas, starting with the
billions of dollars of tax
concessions for high-
er-income earners and
wealthy retirees.”

The government’s se-
crecy about its modelling
of the impact of the bud-
get on households is un-
usual. This year’s was the
first budget since 2004 to
be presented without de-
tailed tables showing the
projected change in the
real disposable incomes
of different family types.
Australian National Uni-
versity public policy ex-
perts Peter Whiteford and
Daniel Nethery attempted
to replicate the household
“cameo” tables usually
in the budget and found
that a single parent with
one child aged six on the
parenting payment would
lose 10 per cent of their
real disposable income
by 2016-17.

A single person on three
times the average wage
would lose just 1 per cent
of his or her disposable
income, they found.

An analysis of the budget
by the National Centre
for Social and Economic
Modelling, commissioned
by the ALP, found the
poorest 20 per cent of
families will lose, on ag-
gregate, $2.9 billion over
four years due to the bud-
get changes, while the
wealthiest 20 per cent
were down only $1.78 bil-
lion.

Coalition MPs break ranks on

$1 GP charges

“The feedback on the issue is that you must ex-
empt pensioners”: Q1 land Liberal Nati
MP George Christensen. Photo: Supplied

The proposed $1 GP co-
payment needs to be
scrapped for pensioners,
at least three of the govern-
ment’s own MPs say.

This comes as a new sur-
vey showed two-thirds of
households thought their
financial position would
worsen over the next year
because of the budget.
Students, pensioners and
single parents are among
those who feared the worst
effects.

Queensland Liberal Na-
tional MP George Chris-
tensen said he had been
conducting a series of fo-
rums across his electorate,
and the feedback on the GP
payments had been “over-
whelming”.

“Politically it would be a
good move if we exempt
pensioners, or people born
before 1956,” he said. “It
will be no surprise to the
Prime Minister, the Trea-
surer or anyone else that
the GP co-payment isn’t
popular. Overwhelmingly,
the feedback on the issue
is that you must exempt
pensioners.”

NSW Liberal MP Alex
Hawke said while he sup-
ported the principle of the
co-payment, there were
adjustments that could be
made.

“The GP co-payment is
going to be appropriate
for the bulk of people,” he
said. “But how it applies to
pensioners and the most
vulnerable is something we
can iron out the bugs on.”
Coalition senator lan Mac-
donald said he appreci-
ated the importance of the
measure, but it was “very
unpopular” with a large
section of the Coalition’s
“traditional voters”.

“It must be reviewed,” he
said.

Fairfax Media has spoken
to other Coalition MPs who
want pensioners exempt-
ed but did not want to be
named.

Health Minister Peter Dut-
ton said on Monday that
the country needed to be
honest about how to pay
for subsidised healthcare
in an ageing population.

“I think we’ve struck a good
balance, but I'm happy to
listen to suggestions or
ways in which people think
we can improve the sys-
tem and we’re discussing
all that at the moment,”’ he
told Fairfax Radio 2 UE.

The government is in par-
allel negotiations with the
Senate crossbenchers and
the Australian Medical As-
sociation on the $1 GP fee
on issues like eligibility,
but a senior source played
down the likelihood of blan-
ket exemptions.

Labor has attacked the GP
co-payment as one of the
government’s most unfair
budget measures.

A survey of 1500 people by
the ME Bank, to be released
on Monday, found 61 per
cent of Australians expect-
ed their financial situation
to worsen in the next year
as a result of the budget.
Nearly a third ranked bud-
get measures as their top
financial concern.

ME Bank economist Jeff
Oughton said for some
groups, including students,
single parents, the unem-
ployed and pensioners, the
budget had caused a “very
significant hit to their finan-
cial comfort”.

Mr Oughton said it was
not just these groups. “For
most households there’s
been a significant fall in
their actual or perceptions
of their financial comfort in
the future as a response to
the budget.”

He said consumers’ expec-
tations of their financial
comfort were at a “moder-
ate level” compared with
globally, but they were still
“heading in the wrong di-
rection”.

The data showed more than
half of Australians spend
their entire salary or more
than what they earn each
month.
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Unions returning to ‘bad old days of law-
lessness’, says Eric Abetz

“A return to the bad old days™: Eric Abetz. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

The alleged assault of a
Fair Work Building and
Construction officer at
Barangaroo “confirms
a return to the bad old
days of lawlessness in the
building and construction

industry”, Employment
Minister Eric Abetz said on
Monday.

Media reports of the al-
leged assault came on
the same day as the royal
commission into trade
union governance and
corruption heard claims
of widespread extortion by
the CFMEU against compa-
nies around the country.
Senator Abetz said reports
that Fair Work Building
and Construction staff had
been physically and ver-
bally assaulted on the Ba-
rangaroo site “are a cause
of great alarm”.

A NSW Police spokesman
said an incident had been
reported to police and in-
quiries were continuing.
No charges had been laid.
The national secretary of
the CFMEU, Dave Noonan,
said the union and the of-
ficial accused of assault
last month had not been
contacted by police. He
accused the federal gov-
ernment and Fair Work
Building and Construction
of colluding to smear the
union by leaking details of
the alleged assault to the
media.

Fair Work Building and
Construction director Ni-
gel Hadgkiss said: “It is
of concern to me that this
kind of behaviour towards
government officials ap-

pears to be increasing
around the countryside.”

Senator Abetz said alle-
gations of a male official
being shoulder charged
and the verbal abuse of a
female officer on the Lend
Lease site confirmed the
need to restore the Austra-
lian Building and Construc-

tion Commission, which
the former Labor govern-
ment had abolished. The
Coalition introduced Fair
Work Building and Con-
struction to replace the
commission.

“It is not a radical con-
cept, but seemingly some
CFMEU officials cannot
comprehend that bullying,
intimidation and violence
have no place in society
and just because you are
a union official does not
make you above the law,”
Senator Abetz said.

“For Commonwealth of-
ficers, including female
staff, to be verbally and
physically assaulted is
not only a breach of Com-
monwealth law but also a
breach of the standard in
which society expects all
Australians to abide.”

NSW BOATING NOW A GREAT WIN FOR
THE EAST HILLS ELECTORATE

Glenn Brookes MP, Member
for East Hills is encouraging
the keen boaters and mari-
time stakeholders in East
Hills to provide feedback
as part of the NSW Govern-
ment’s new program to im-
prove infrastructure for our
waterways.

Glenn welcomed the tripling
in funding from what was
formerly the Better Boating
Program.

“The new program called
NSW Boating Now will
make $14 million available
every year for the next five
years to help ensure our
waterways are safe and ac-
cessible for everyone to en-
joy,” Glenn said.

“This is a fantastic invest-
ment in the future of recre-
ational boating in our com-

munity.

“We’d like to hear the views
of the people who use these
waterways the most, to help
ensure the projects deliv-
ered through NSW Boating
Now provide the most bene-
fit to the boating experience
in NSW.

“As part of the Georges
River regional boating plan
the NSW Government will
allocate new funds to de-
liver boating infrastructure
and projects.

“These are being developed
in consultation with Coun-
cils, boating stakeholders
and waterway users in each
region.”

“This is just one of the many
innovative strategies the
NSW Liberals and Nationals
Government is rolling out
as part of its commitment
to delivering better boating
facilities right across the
state.

“Further details on the draft
Regional Boating Plan for
our region is available at
www.transport.nsw.gov.aul
mmc”

Media - JIM DANIEL 0408
461 952

Treasurer urged to reduce cost of scripts
by $1 to offset GP co-payment

One of the key cross-
bench senators has told
Treasurer Joe Hockey
to “soften the blow” of
the proposed $1 GP fee
by reducing the Pharma-
ceutical Benefits Scheme
co-payment by the same
amount.

Liberal Democrat Sena-
tor David Leyonhjelm met
Mr Hockey in Sydney on
Monday.

He urged the Treasurer
to also dump the planned
$20 billion Medical Re-
search Fund, which would
be partially funded by the
GP fee.

The Pharmaceutical Ben-
efits Scheme co-payment
increased from $36.10 to
$36.90 in January. Sena-
tor Leyonhjelm said re-

ducing the PBS co-pay-
ment to $30 would send
a price signal to patients
but at the same time im-
prove the GP fee’s sale-
ability to the electorate.
“Nobody is going to ac-
cept a medical co-pay-
ment without some sort
of offset, without soften-
ing the blow it just ap-
pears mean,” Senator
Leyonhjelm said on Mon-
day. He said the GP fee
funding would be better
spent going into general
revenue and reducing the
deficit instead of a medi-
cal research fund, which
he said could crowd out
private investment in the
sector.

His comments came as
a trio of Coalition MPs

Graduates overseas should repay

W,

“There are big licks of cash that can be
found”: Belinda Robinson, Universities
Australia. Photo: Bohdan Warchomij

The government should
crack down on univer-
sity graduates who take a
“free ride” on the taxpayer
by moving overseas after
they have finished their
studies, according to the
peak universities body.
Collecting debts from
graduates who move
overseas would take the
edge off controversial
budget measures such as
fee deregulation and stop
the cost of higher educa-
tion blowing out, Univer-
sities Australia says.
Bruce Chapman, the ar-
chitect of the HECS re-
payment scheme, backed
calls for a debt recovery
scheme, estimating it
could save the budget
$80 million a year.
University graduates do

HECS, sector says

not currently have to re-
pay their loans while liv-
ing overseas.

“There are big licks of
cash that can be found -
we don’t believe it is as
hard as has been made
out. The United Kingdom
does it and New Zealand
does it,” Universities
Australia chief executive
Belinda Robinson said.
She said it was unfair to
charge students higher
fees and increased inter-
est on their debts while
not  asking
graduates to pay back
their debts. “It's a free
ride,” she said. “Recover-
ing debts from overseas
would make other chang-
es more palatable.”

The Grattan Institute es-
timated this year that
charging overseas debt-
ors would bring in $171
million in extra revenue
over two years.

Education Minister Chris-
topher Pyne said he is
negotiating a
cal arrangement to allow
Australia to recover debts
from citizens working in
Britain.

overseas

recipro-

publicly pleaded for the
$1 fee to be scrapped for
pensioners.

But Senator Leyonhjelm
said that he was relaxed
about the GP fee applying
to pensioners because it
was capped at 10 visits
per year.

He is also expected to
indicate his willingness
to horsetrade on his op-
position to some of the
mining tax repeal mea-
sures in exchange for an
overall lowering of the tax
burden.

He declined to specify
any particular taxes that
he would like lowered.
And he has warned the
government the numbers
were “against them no
matter when” they intro-
duced the paid parental
leave bills. Fairfax Media
revealed this week that
the introduction of the
bills had been delayed
until next year.

Senator Leyonhjelm op-
poses taxpayer-funded
paid parental leave and
wants childcare afford-
ability improved instead.
He said “the principle of
women with children be-
ing subsidised by women
without children is just
plain wrong”’.

Mr Hockey said on Mon-
day before his meeting
with Senator Leyonhjelm
that there was a lot of
work to do in securing
the numbers to pass the
budget measures in the
Senate.

“I will meet with anyone
who is sensible and the
independent senators
so far are proving to be
sensible, unlike some of
the others in the upper
house,” the Treasurer
told the Nine Network.
Senator Leyonhjelm said
it was likely Mr Hockey’s
latter
cerned Labor and the
Greens in the Senate,
rather than any of his
crossbench colleagues.

reference con-
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Tony Abbott boosts funding by $630m to fight home-

grown terrorism

Australia’s spy and coun-
ter-terror agencies will
receive a $630 million
funding boost to fight the
threat of home-grown ter-
rorism, which Prime Min-
ister Tony Abboit says
“has not changed” and is
still “as high as it has ever
been’’.

Mr Abbott unveiled a suite
of counter-terrorism mea-
sures on Tuesday that in-
clude stronger powers for
authorities to detain and
question jihadists who
have fought alongside ter-
rorists overseas in coun-
tries like Syria and Iraq.
This includes lowering the
threshold for police want-
ing to arrest suspected
terrorists without a war-
rant and giving AFP great-
er powers to seek control
orders on returning for-
eign fighters.

It will also be an offence
to travel to designated
countries where terrorists
are actively operating un-
less there is a “legitimate
purpose”’.

But controversial plans to
store the phone and inter-
net records of Australians
will be included in a later
“third tranche” of legisla-
tion. The cost of storing
and protecting the data
is still subject to discus-
sions between the gov-
ernment and telecommu-
nications companies.

Mr Abboit said while
the terrorism threat fac-
ing Australia “hasn’t
changed” since the set-
ting of “medium” follow-
ing the September 11
attacks, there is “height-
ened concern” about the
threat of a local terrorist
attack.

He said “everything that
government can reason-
ably do is being done to
ensure our community is
safe’’ and vowed to leave
no stone unturned in en-
suring public safety.
Foreign Minister Julie
Bishop said the measures
were needed because
“hardened home-grown

Massive boost. New measures and
$630 million to counter-terrorism
agencies. Photo: Craig Cahill

terrorists”’ who had been

radicalised overseas may
use their skills to carry
out an attack in Australia.
The government is also
proposing giving the for-
eign minister power to
suspend the passports of
people ASIO suspects of
planning to fight along-
side terrorists or return-
ing home from combat.

Mr Abbott also revealed
the election promise to
repeal section 18C of the
Racial Discrimination Act
would be dumped be-
cause “when it comes to
counter-terrorism, every-
one needs to be part of
Team Australia”.

Mrs Bishop said while
the concept of Austra-
lians fighting abroad was
not new, it was posing a
greater threat than ever
before.

“Preventing  Australian
citizens from becoming
foreign fighters is now
one of our highest nation-
al security priorities,” she
said.

“To put the threat in con-
text, prior to the NATO-led
experience in Afghanistan
our intelligence and secu-
rity agencies were aware
of 30 people, Australian
citizens, in Afghanistan
fighting against the in-
terest of the West, 25 of
them came back to Aus-
tralia. Five times that num-
ber are of interest to our
security and intelligence
agencies, so this is a far
greater challenge for us in
sheer numbers.”

Labor legal affairs spokes-

man Mark Dreyfus said
the opposition had not yet
received a briefing on the
announcement and would
examine it closely.

“There are always con-
cerns when additional
powers are given to police
and intelligence agencies.
We have to make sure that
changes to national secu-
rity laws are informed by
Australian values, which
are the values of a free
and democratic society,”
he said.

Mr Dreyfus indicated con-
cern about the prospect
of extending the use of
preventive detention or-
ders, which were due to
expire in December 2015,
and the prospect of man-
datory data retention.
Attorney-General George
Brandis says the act of
jihadists posting imag-
es online, purporting to
show themselves engag-
ing in terrorist acts, would
be made an offence under
the government’s propos-
als.

Getting on the front foot
Government’s  boosted
powers to combat terror-
ism

- Mandatory retention of
metadata by telecommu-
nications providers.

- $630 million boost to na-
tional security agencies
over four years.

- Make it an offence to
travel to designated areas
without legitimate reason
and broaden definition of
terrorist organisation to
include promotion or en-
couragement of terrorism.
- Make it easier to arrest
suspected terrorists with-
out a warrant and extend
questioning, detention
and control powers.

- Empower Foreign Min-
ister to quickly suspend
passports.

- Improve co-operation
with foreign intelligence
agencies and improve
collection of evidence for
offences committed over-
seas.

We are not like the Gillard government: Tony Abbott
defends backdown on race-hate laws

Tony Abbott confirms he personally told News Corp columnist Andrew Bolt
about the dumping of changes to race-hate laws. Photo: Andrew Meares

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott has declared that he
is nothing like the Gillard
government in defend-
ing his decision to break
an election promise to
change race-hate laws,
saying he is putting the
nation’s security first.

Mr Abbott promised News
Corp columnist Andrew
Bolt before the 2013 elec-
tion that he would repeal
section 18c¢, which makes
it illegal to “offend”, “in-
sult” and “humiliate” a
person based on their
ethnicity.

Mr Bolt was found to have
breached the law in two
columns in 2011.

The Prime Minister re-
vealed on Wednesday that
he had personally phoned
Bolt to tell him of his de-
cision to drop his repeal
plans.

“I had a conversation with
Andrew Bolt yesterday
and | explained it was off
the table, | knew he would
be disappointed,” he told
ABC Radio.

Mr Bolt revealed the back-
down on his blog before
Mr Abbott made the an-
nouncement at a media
conference on Tuesday.
Mr Abbott said he had to
dump his election prom-
ise because the proposed
changes to the Racial Dis-
crimination Act had put
ethnic communities off-
side and he needed their
support for new counter-
terrorism laws being pro-
posed, which he said were
a “greater priority”.

“It’s [changes to the Ra-

cial Discrimination Act]
off the table, it’s gone, it’s
disappeared, our intention
is to work as effectively as
we can with the communi-
ties of Australia to ensure
we take a Team Australia
approach,” he said.

But he bristled when
asked if other key election
commitments, including
his prized paid parental
leave scheme, might also
be dumped.

“You’re trying to say the
current government is as
bad as the Gillard govern-
ment, we’re not. We are a
government that takes its
commitments seriously,”
he said.

Brandis rejects ‘right to
be a bigot’ line cost gov-
ernment its policy
Attorney-General George
Brandis said on Wednes-
day he did not regret
opening the debate on the
changes to the laws by
defending the “right to be
a bigot”.

He rejected criticisms that
opening salvo cost the
government its policy.

“l don’t necessarily ac-
cept that [it lost the de-
bate] It’s the obligation
of politicians to speak the
truth and sometimes to
speak the truth brutally,”
he told ABC radio.

“Im not the sort of politi-
cian who is a creature of
spin doctors who talks in
talking points or mantras.
What | said was correct,
what | said made the point
forcefully.”

An angry Bolt in an in-
terview on radio 2GB on

Tuesday night accused
the Abbott government
of asking Australians to
“assimilate to immigrant
values” and said the deci-
sion spells a “dangerous”
time for Australia.

Bolt went on to say that Mr
Abbott’s justification was
an “excuse rather than a
reason’.

“He announced that he
was dumping the free
speech changes at a
press conference actually
called to announce fresh
new measures, strong
measures against terror-
ism, people who had been
fighting for jihadist groups
overseas and would be
coming back radicalised
and with superior killing
knowledge and pose a
danger to us,” Bolt said.
He referenced Mr Abbott’s
comment that everyone
needs to be part of “team
Australia” when it comes
to counter terrorism.
“What he is saying is
the very people, the very
ethnic groups that would
take exception to 18C are
the same ones that are, in
part, some of them, affect-
ed or take offence to the
anti-terrorism legislation.
To make them feel not
picked on he’ll retain laws
against free speech,” Bolt
said.

As for who those who
might “feel picked on
by terrorism measures”’,
Bolt identified “obviously
Muslims, jihadists, people
from the Middle East’.
“Don’t we need a frank
debate, more frank than
it’s been so far, into how
the Islamic culture, Mus-
lim culture, how they inte-
grate here? That is a very
difficult and dangerous
discussion.”

Despite his anger, the
News Corp commentator
and Bolt Report host said
he did not blame Mr Ab-
bott for dumping the 18C
changes: “I don’t think
politically he had any op-
tion.”
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