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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
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M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 029897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711
Suite 4 / 6 McFarlane St, Merrylands NSW 2160

info@easytrainingsolutions.com.au
www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au
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I wish you and your family peace,
good health and blessings on this most
joyous occasion, the celebration of
Eid-Al-Fitr.

Ramadan isatime of personal sacrifice,
devotion, reflection and renewal. As
Ramadan draws to a close, | send my
best wishes to you and trust that you
will enjoy this festive occasion.

Thank you for bringing the richness and
beauty of your faith and culture to our
wider community. Your contribution

to building our multicultural Australia Barbara Perry M P
is an invaluable one. 1 continually Member for Auburn

look forward to working with you to build a strong community.

As your State Member, | am here to help with state government matters. Please feel

free to contact my office on 9644 6972 or email auburn@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BLAXLAND
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| wish the
Middle East Herald
and all its readers
” all the best for the
celebration of

Eid El-Fiter.
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Office: Suite 7, Level 1,

400 Chapel Road J
Bankstown NSW 2200 555
Phone: 9790 2466 2t
Arab Bank Australia ) www.jasonclare.com.au

f ¥ JasonClareMP

God'’s richest blessings
on our Muslim residents
>4 for their devotion to Him
during the holy month of

Ramadan e ki
Congratulations and Eid
Clr Khal ,&Sfour Mubarak!

Mayor of Bankstown * o o T 7 o s
Ph: 9707 9523 AQ@‘ &‘ M‘}Q &‘ @w‘ ﬂb’ aM‘
Fax: 9707 9517
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Eid Fiter Mubarak

?v‘wwé Glenn Brookes
#’V%’ Member for East Hills(MP)

easthills@parliament.nsw.gov.au
p: 02 9772 2774
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All the Muslim world
celebrates Eid El - Fiter which
indicates the end of the holy
month of Ramadan.

In this very special
occasion, | wish the Muslim
Communities, especially in
Bankstown area, all the best of
health and prosperity.

Eid Mubarak
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF MUS-
LIMS AUSTRALIA - AFIC

Hafez Kassem, President, Muslims Australia- AFIC

Assalamu’alaikum
wa’'rahmatullahi
wa’barakatuh,

Brothers & Sisters
Alhamdulillah, we are
in the last days of this
blessed month of Ra-
madan which provides
a great opportunity for
family bonding, addition-
al evening prayers, acts
of charity and reconcili-
ation. Allah Almighty has
promised great and man-
ifold rewards for all acts
of virtue in Ramadan and
the last 10 days are the
days of forgiveness from
the Lord.

Muslims have engaged in
a rigorous personal train-
ing exercise over the last
four weeks to develop
physical and spiritual ex-
cellence and reap the re-
wards of fasting. For this
and all of Allah SWT’s
favours, we give thanks.
Let us continue in the
days and years ahead,
Insha’Allah, to put into
practise the lessons of
generosity, charity, em-
pathy and justice in our
daily lives.

Eid-ul-Fitr, the Festival
of Fast-Breaking comes
at the end of 30 days of
fasting. It is a joyous oc-
casion, with strong reli-
gious significance where
charity is an essential
part of this special holi-
day.

This joyful and blissful
day is celebrated to thank
Almighty for His bless-
ings in the holy month
of Ramadan. Thus, it is
a time to increase our
sense of unity and broth-
erhood, and our commit-
ment to Allah and His
creation. Let us strive to
continue to provide sup-
port and assistance to all
and pray for those who
are in need. Let us forgive
each other for our errors
and shortcomings!

Let us especially remem-
ber the very young, the
old, the infirm, the home-
less, stateless, hungry,
cold and struggling to
survive in so many patrts
of the world. Let us help,
assist and support them,
during this blessed month
and beyond. We pray to
Almighty Allah to ease
their pain and heal their
hearts to see a brighter
horizon, Insha’Allah.

Dear Brothers and Sis-
ters, we thank Allah SWT
for His bounty and safe-
ty and comfort here in
Australia, but people in
Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, China, Burma,
Africa and many other
parts of the world are
in the midst of war and
terror. Many have been
killed while others are
dying daily. Let us think
about our human fraterni-
ty in these countries and
offer our Zakat, Fitra and
Sadagqa to assist them to
survive. Let us stand up
and pray for them. May
Allah SWT shower His
Mercy and blessings on
all!

On behalf of my Executive
Committee and staff of
Muslims Australia AFIC,
I wish you all a blessed
and rewarding Ramadan
and an enjoyable Eid al
Fitr. May Allah swt accept
our fasting, prayer and
good actions during this
holy month Amin!

Kul Aam wa antum be
Khair

Selamet Hari Raya

Bayram Mubarek Olsun

Happy Eid
EID MUBARAK

Hind in hand for brighter
Australia

Hafez Kassem
President, Muslims Aus-
tralia- AFIC
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Mr Vic Alhadeff,
who is also chief ex-
ecutive of the NSW
Jewish Board of
Deputies, issued an
apology on Thursday
for offending Syd-
ney’s Muslim com-
munity by defending
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Israel’s actions in
the deadly conflict
with Gaza.

The apology came
just hours before
Mr Baird was due to
host an iftar dinner
at NSW Parliament
House to mark the
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holy Muslim month
of Ramadan, which
Mr Alhadeff is at-
tending.

Arab and Muslim
groups intend to
boycott the event,
saying they will not
“break bread” and
celebrate interfaith
harmony while Mr Al-
hadeff remains head
of the commission.
Labor MP Shaoquett
Moselmane, the first
Muslim elected to
the NSW Parliament,
has also pulled out
of the event, along
with Canterbury La-
bor councillor Karl
Saleh
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‘1 won’t be scripted’ Jacqui Lambie defends
comments about her ideal man

PUP Senator Jacqui Lambie has defended her comments about
dating. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Palmer United’s Jacqui
Lambie has declared she
“won’t be scripted” and
that being a senator will
not change her in the
wake of controversy over
comments she made
about her ideal man.
Senator Lambie said on
Wednesday that despite
criticism that her com-
ments were inappropri-
ate and demeaning, she
would not be like other
politicians.

On Tuesday, Senator Lam-
bie appeared on a Hobart
breakfast program where
she was asked about her
ideal man.

The PUP Senator for Tas-
mania replied: “They must
have heaps of cash and
they’ve got to have a pack-
age between their legs”.
She also asked a caller
into the show who said
he was willing to go on
a date with her if he was
“well hung’’.

Senator Lambie defend-
ed her comments on
Wednesday telling Fairfax
Radio: “I'm just a normal,
average Australian. That’s
what | am and whether
I've got Senator in front

or my name or not, that’s
not going to change.”
The comments were
quickly circulated online
and Tasmanian Anti-Dis-
crimination Commission-
er Robin Banks said they
should be take seriously.
“Discrimination law is
about encouraging all
of us to treat each other
with respect,” Ms Banks
said.

But while Senator Lambie
released a statement on
Tuesday afternoon apol-
ogising for any offence
caused, she was defiant
on Wednesday morning.
“l don’t regret saying
what | said. Like | said,
it was a good fun radio
show . . . if you can’t have
a bit of laugh over break-
fast, | have to ask where’s
our Aussie sense of hu-
mour going?”’

Senator Lambie said that
while her office had been
receiving some “dis-
graceful” abusive mes-
sages from the public
after her comments, re-
sponses to her had been
“50/50 .

She said some people
had said “good on you

for coming out and being
normal’’, others had said,
“we’re not happy with
that”.

But the Tasmanian in-
sisted that she was sim-
ply “taking the mickey”
out of her “non-existent”
love life.

Senator Lambie lamented
that the message of the
day was supposed to be
“the size of the savings
that the PUP had deliv-
ered to the average work-
ing family . . . not the size
of someone’s package”.
Nevertheless, she said
she would not be using
talking points in the fu-
ture.

“l won’t be scripted. I'm
sorry, | can’t operate like
that,” she said.

She added that she had
also had a couple of pro-
posals from overseas.
“You see,
waste of time,”’ she said.
In a sign that all may not
be harmonious in the
Palmer United team, Sen-
ator Lambie said she had
been disappointed that
none of her fellow PUPs
had come out to support
her.

She said she had not
been speaking to Clive
Palmer.

“I'll be honest, we’re all
supposed to be part of a
team. They seem to have
taken a step back. | would
expect them to stand by
my side,” she told 6 PR in
Perth in a separate inter-
view.

Feminist commentator
Eva Cox appeared un-
fussed by the comments.
“She’s not the sort of
person you expect great
finesse and politeness
from,” Ms Cox told the
Launceston Examiner.

“l think men can take
care of themselves when
we talk about their pri-
vate parts.

“Maybe it will encour-
age them to be less frank
about their own com-
ments.”

it wasn’t a

Prime Minister Tony Abbott dis-
misses childcare funding advice

Tony Abbott

Prime Minister Tony
Abbott has dismissed
a Productivity Commis-
sion suggestion that
funds be redirected
away from his signa-
ture paid parental leave
scheme and into child-
care services, arguing
the two are “very sepa-
rate issues”.

But the minister respon-
sible for childcare, Sus-
san Ley, appears open
to the idea of federal
government-supported
nannies if they were em-
ployed within the “exist-
ing regulated system”.
The Assistant Educa-
tion Minister said she
wanted to solve the cri-
sis of finding childcare
for shift workers, who
might work beyond the
time that childcare cen-
tres are open.

“We won’t be paying for
au pairs to unstack the
dishwasher,” she told
Radio National.

The Productivity Com-
mission released a 900-
page interim report into
childcare on Tuesday,
suggesting that multiple
subsidies be replaced
with a single means-
tested payment that
would go to the parents’
provider of choice.

The report, which is open
to public feedback, also

suggests that nannies
and grandparents could
be eligible to receive
government payments
if they had the proper
early childhood educa-
tion qualifications.

In politically charged
comments, the Produc-
tivity Commission took
a swipe at the Abbott
government’s paid pa-
rental leave scheme,
which seeks to pay the
primary carer their wage
for 26 weeks, plus su-
capped
at an annual salary of
$100,000.

This is a significant in-
crease on the current
scheme, introduced un-
der Labor, which pays
women the minimum
wage for 18 weeks.
“There may be a case,
therefore, for diverting
some funding from the
proposed new scheme
to another area of gov-
ernment funding, such
as [early childcare edu-
cation and care], where
more significant family
benefits are likely,” the
report stated.

On Tuesday, Mr Abbott
stood firm on his signa-
ture policy, which has
also been critiqued by
the Commission of Au-
dit and criticised by Co-
alition MPs.

perannuation,

“In relation to paid pa-
rental leave and issues
around childcare, this is
not an ‘either or’ situa-
tion. PPL and childcare
are two very separate is-
sues,” a spokeswoman
for Mr Abbott said.

Ms Ley stressed that the
Productivity n Commis-
sion had only issued a
draft report at this stage,
but she appeared to back
the idea of simplifying
payments, while noting
the government was not
looking to means test
them.

“I think a single payment
is important,” she told
Radio National. “Wheth-
er it’s means tested or
not, we have no plans
for that right now.”

The Productivity Com-
mission’s initial report
cautioned against mak-
ing childcare tax de-
ductable — as this is not
an
support for lower and
middle income families”
— but Ms Ley said it was
still on the table for the
government.

The Commission will
release its final report
in October and Ms Ley
said she wanted to have
new policies ready for
early 2015.

David Byrne, the act-
ing national secretary
of United Voice, said
that childcare workers’
union wasn’t opposed
to including nannies in
the childcare rebate, as
long as they were prop-
erly qualified.

But he expressed con-
cern that introducing
new types of childcare
workers would put even
more pressure on exist-
ing funding.

Labor’s education
spokeswoman Kate EI-
lis said that “funding
things like nannies can
only come from cutting
existing childcare sup-
port”.

“effective means of
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Great condition
Suzuki Ignis
in immaculate
condition Power
steering : air

condition, CD player,
power windows front
. Power mirrors and
central locking .
Great 1.3 L petrol , 4
CYL.

Country car ( 300000
km)

One month rego due
177/

LOG BOOKS
AVAILABLE
WITH  SERVICE
HISTORY.
Call me
inspection
0423675473

for an

today
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In the name of God, Allah swt and blessings on
His Last and all Prophets

Respected Sheiks and Religious Leaders,
Diplomats and Consul Generals, Hon Members
of Parliament, Federal and State, Mayors and
City Councillors

* FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF MUSLIMS
AUSTRALIA - AFIC, COMMUNITY
LEADERS AND MEMBERS, RESPECTED
IMAMS, PRESIDENTS AND EXECUTIVES
OF SOCIETIES, STAFF AND STUDENTS

OF MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL, MY
COLLEAGUES IN AFIC, MUSLIMS NSW
AND MALEK FAHD ISLAMIC SCHOOL,
HONOURED GUESTS, LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN

Good evening and Assalamu’alaikum wrt wbt
RAMADAN MUBARAK to you all

It gives me great pleasure year after year to
welcome you all to this IFTAR which has become
a regular event in the calendar of all our friends in
the Muslim and the wider community of Sydney.
The month of Ramadan is a special time of

the year set aside by God Almighty, Allah swt,

so that mankind can gain Piety, Taqwa, and
Remembering Allah in all our affairs, in whatever
we do. Ramadan is like a refresher course where
we get trained to practice piety and good deeds
so that we would continue for the rest of the year,
keeping away from what displeases God and

1979 J2 cmtdlin ($9aT (S (gl (IS (i ¢ gutl]
ouS 1yl i guald

doing that which pleases Him, remembering our
obligations to our fellow men, the needs of the
way-farer, the hungry, the poor and the needy

in our neighborhood, our family and the society
we live in. Fasting in Ramadan is prescribed
by Allah swt and He has undertaken to reward
handsomely and manifold all acts of charity and
compassion.

Dear sisters and brothers

At this time, we are witnessing terrible suffering
and deaths of many all over the world. Those
dying include children, mothers, old and the
young without discrimination. Tragically the
world is silent and unable to act while the
sufferings and killings continue. However, we
as people and human beings, we cannot look
away from what is happening. We need to unite
together and raise our voices against injustice and
for the suffering people of the world. Tonight,
let us think of those people, direct our charity,
our zakaat to them and remember them in our
prayers.

Brothers and Sisters

| welcome you again as our family and thank you
for joining us tonight.

Have a pleasant evening.

Wassalamualaikum

Kullu aam wa antum be khair.

Wassalamu alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa
Barakatuhu.
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AUBURN CITY COUNCIL

MaNY CULTURES ONE COMMUNITY

Eid El - Fiter is the most
sacred event in the Muslim
calendar. I wish the Mus-
lim Communities, espe-
cially in the Auburn local
government area, all the
best of health, happiness,
peace and prosperity.

Eid Mubarak
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INVITATION
BOOK LAUNCH

“Arab Communities
in Australia”

Dr Paul Tabar
Author

GUEST SPEAKERS

Assoc Prof Ahmed Shboul
Previously Head of The Department of
Arabic & Islamic Studies, University of Sydney
Dr Raghid Nahhas

Scientist, Writer, Editor & Publisher

Mr George Hashem
Educator

The book provides & socio-historical analysis of Arab
communities in Australio. The book has an
emphasis on the Lebanese Australion community
due to fts refatively lorger size and langer
settlement period in Australia

Date: Wednesday, 6 August 2014
Time: 6 pm for 6:30 pm— 8:30pm

Venue: Arab Council Australia
Level 1,194 Stacey Street, Bankstown
see overleaf for directions

-------------------------------------------

RSVF by 4 August 2014
Phone: 02 9709 4333

Email: info@arabcouncil.org.au

............................................

Refreshments will be provided

Copies of the book are available on the night of
the event for purchasing
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE — 18 July 2014

TRANSFORMING SYD-
NEY: THE BAYS PRE-
CINCT

« The NSW Government
will host an international
summit in November, to
hear from world-leading
urban renewal experts
about the best ways to
revitalise the area in
Sydney’s inner harbour
known as The Bays Pre-
cinct.

- The NSW Government
will ensure underutilised
and degraded waterfront
areas in and around
Blackwattle Bay, the Syd-
ney Fish Market, Rozelle
Bay, Rozelle Rail Yards,
and the heritage-listed
White Bay Power Station
are regenerated to pro-
vide a vibrant new har-
bour front.

- The Bays Precinct is two
kilometres west of the
Sydney CBD, and pres-
ents possibly the most
exciting and ambitious
urban renewal and city
building opportunity in
the world today.

e For more information
visit, www.urbangrowthn-
sw.com.au.

RECORD-BREAKING
HOUSING COMMENCE-
MENTS

e New Australian Bureau
of Statistics figures show
levels of new residen-
tial construction in NSW
have hit 10-year highs —
which is great news for
homebuyers and tradies
employed in the con-
struction sector.

» Residential construc-
tion commencements for
the last 12 months hit
46,035 - the highest level
since September 2003.
This is almost double the
low of 24,166 recorded in
September 2009 under
the previous Labor gov-
ernment.

- This is yet another sign
of confidence in the NSW
economy, stemming from
smarter planning and the
strong economic leader-
ship of the NSW Govern-

ment.

- The NSW Government is
boosting housing supply
in key growth areas and
supporting young fami-
lies with the purchase of
their first home. On July
1, the threshold of the
First Home Owners Grant
increased to $750,000,
giving first-time buyers
a much needed boost to
break into the property
market.

M5 RELIEF FOR MOTOR-
ISTSTO ARRIVE MONTHS
EARLY

- The first section of the
M5 West Widening Proj-
ect will open to motorists
in the next fortnight and
is on schedule for final
completion by the end of
the year.

e The $400 million project
to widen the M5 West by
a lane in each direction
was a key election com-
mitment made by the
NSW Liberals & Nationals
to cut congestion and im-
prove travel times for mo-
torists in South Western
Sydney.

- In the next fortnight, we
will open to motorists
commuting eastbound a
third lane for a stretch of
four kilometres from the
Camden Valley Way east-
bound entry ramp to the
Georges River Bridge,
Liverpool.

e Shortly after, we will
open an additional lane
westbound, which will ex-
tend from Georges River
Bridge in Liverpool to the
Beech Road exit.

OPAL ROLLOUT CON-
TINUES PACE

- The number of buses
with Opal climbs to 1,700
from next week as Opal is
switched on for every bus
in the Eastern Suburbs.

- The latest Opal roll out
covers 580 buses which
carry more than five mil-
lion every
month from areas includ-
ing Randwick, Maroubra,
Watsons Bay, La Perouse

customers

and Mascot.

e This week 220 Transit
Systems buses went live
with Opal across 80 sub-
urbs including Liverpool,
Greystanes and Parra-
matta and Punchbowl
Bus Services have gone
live across 35 suburbs in-
cluding Hurstville, Rose-
lands and Bankstown.

- Customers have taken
more than 25 million
journeys with Opal with
400,000 cards issued and
thousands more signing
up every week.

AUSTRALIAN-FIRST
CURTAIN PROJECT
COMPLETED

- Construction of Aus-
tralia’s first temperature
control curtain at Burren-
dong Dam in the State’s
Central West has been
completed on time and
on budget.

- The $4 million curtain is
the first of its type in the
world and allows warmer
surface water to be re-
leased downstream - in-
stead of cold water from
the bottom of the dam
- improving the tempera-
ture of the river and in-
creasing fishing and rec-
reational use.

- The award-winning proj-
ect is a result of the NSW
Government, State Water,
the Office of Water and
NSW Fisheries working
together.

- Following the results
from this project, the
technology may be rolled
out at other dams across
the state.

NDIS TRIAL EXPANDING
TO INCLUDE LAKE MAC-
QUARIE

- The National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
trial site has expanded to
Lake Macquarie.

- One of the biggest ben-
efits of the NDIS is that
it gives control back to
people with disability.
Each participant has full
choice and control over
their funding and the sup-

ports they choose to ac-
cess.

- The NSW Government
is committed to a dis-
ability service system
that increases choice and
control for people with
disability, which is why
we were the first state to
sign the agreement with
the Commonwealth.

. More than 2,000 par-
ticipants in the Hunter
are now receiving dis-
ability support through
the new scheme and, as
it becomes available in
Lake Macquatrie, a further
2,000 participants are ex-
pected to start receiving
benefits under the NDIS
banner.

FIRST STAGE OF RICH-
MOND ROAD UPGRADE
OPENS

- Stage One of the NSW
Government’s  upgrade
of Richmond Road has
been opened to traffic
one month early and $1
million under budget.

° Richmond Road is a
key arterial road for Syd-
ney’s North West Growth
Centre — the upgrade has
been fast tracked because
of its importance to sup-
porting new housing and
job creation in Western
Sydhney.

- Stage One provides
two lanes in each direc-
tion and will slash travel
times for Western Sydney
motorists travelling on
Richmond Road between
Bells Creek and north of
Townson Road at Mars-
den Park.

- The NSW Government
has allocated $96 million
for Stage Two of the up-
grade which began this
week and is expected to
be progressively opened
to traffic by the end of
2016.

HOSTAGE RESPONSE
SQUAD PUTS THE OR-
DER INTO LAW AND OR-
DER

- An elite team of 10 cor-
rectional officers devoted

to responding to any ma-
jor emergency in NSW
prisons have proved they
are more than ready to
maintain order.

- Corrective Services
NSW’ specialist Security
Operations Group (SOG)
successfully resolved a
mock hostage scenario
at Windsor’s John Moro-
ny Correctional Complex
last week.

e Fortunately, this type
of hostage scenario has
rarely occurred in NSW
prison history. However,
it’s reassuring to know
these men and women
are prepared to respond
to the worst as they up-
hold the very best se-
curity standards for our
prisons.

- The SOG is also pre-
pared to deal with the po-
tential scenarios of barri-
caded cells, escapes and
riots and has helped train
other officers throughout
the prison system to re-
spond to potential secu-
rity threats.

CONSTRUCTION TO BE-
GIN ON SUTHERLAND
CAR PARK

- Construction will begin
next month on a 340-
space multi-storey com-
muter car park at Suther-
land Station.

- The free and untimed
commuter parking spaces
are part of more than $30
million worth of upgrades
at the station, which also
include a new lift and re-
cently completed inter-
change upgrade.

- Sutherland is a key inter-
change station for locals
and commuters in the Il-
lawarra, and these works
will go a long way to help
customers connect and
move easily between dif-
ferent transport modes.

- St George and Suther-
land have been big win-
ners under the Govern-
ment’s Transport Access
Program, with upgrades
underway along the llla-
warra Line. A major sta-
tion upgrade is underway
at Waterfall Station, with

another huge upgrade
announced at Oatley and
Arncliffe and a commuter
car park extension under-
way at Rockdale.

PEST ANIMAL CONTROL
PROJECTS NOW UNDER-
WAY

e Local Land Services is
in the process of deliver-
ing $2.4 million of inno-
vative and essential pest
animal management proj-
ects across NSW.

- The funding will en-
hance existing projects,
and commence new ini-
tiatives to significantly
reduce the impact of pest
animals on farm busi-
nesses and the environ-
ment.

- The Commonwealth
Government allocated the
funds earlier this year as
part of a range of support
measures for drought-af-
fected farmers in NSW.

e Projects will be deliv-
ered across the Central
Tablelands, Central West,
Hunter, North Coast,
Northern Tablelands,
North West and Western
Local Land Services.

CROWN RESERVE FUND-
ING COMING TO A SHOW-
GROUND NEAR YOU

- Showgrounds across
NSW are set to be up-
graded with a $2.4 million
funding allocation from
the NSW Government’s
Public Reserve Manage-
ment Fund (PRMF).

- The PRMF provides
funding for improve-
ments, maintenance and
protection of Crown Land
reserves in NSW.

- Showground trusts will
be able to carry out im-
provements to increase
their potential to host
more events and gener-
ate more income for the
local economy.

- The PRMF is one ex-
ample of the NSW Gov-
ernment’s commitment
to the cultural, sporting,
environmental, econom-
ic and recreational life
of communities across
NSW.
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‘We must bring them all home’. PM flags recovery force

Coffins containing the bodies of victims are loaded onto a plane. Photo: Getty Images

Prime Minister Tony Abbott
has asked Defence chiefs
and senior government of-
ficials to prepare plans for
Australia to join a possible
multinational force to enter
Ukraine to secure the crash
site of MHAT.

Hardening his language
around the need for interna-
tional intervention to ensure
a genuine air crash investi-
gation and recovery effort
is conducted, Mr Abbott on
Wednesday signalled he
was willing to send more
Australians to Ukraine to
enforce the United Nations
resolution that the almost
300 victims are recovered
“with immediate effect”.
“I've asked senior officials
in a range of different agen-
cies to prepare a range op-
tions and we will look at
those options. It’s a danger-
ous part of the world,” Mr
Abbotit said.

“The Australian government
is looking at options for cre-
ating a safe environment for
the forensic search of the
area covered by the crash
trail. We are talking to our
partners in grief about more
work at the United Nations
and elsewhere to support
the UN resolution.”

Mr Abbott would not be
drawn on “speculation” that
thousands of well-armed
troops would be needed to
secure the 50 square kilo-
metre crash area, currently
controlled by Russian-
backed separatists suspect-
ed of launching the missile
that shot down MHA1.

But he insisted that the
Australian-led United Na-
tions resolution justified the
need for a stronger, foreign-
led effort to lock down the
investigation site where up
to 100 bodies are still to be
recovered.

Paragraph 8 of the UN reso-
lution demands the “digni-
fied, respectful, and pro-
fessional treatment” of the

site and the recovery of the
victims “with immediate ef-
fect”. Mr Abbott described
the recovery efforts and in-
vestigation so far as “quite
unprofessional’.

He staked the success of
his government’s response
to the disaster on bringing
the bodies of all victims
home to Australia.

“We will bring all of them
home. We must bring all of
them home,” he said.

“My fear is that unless we do
more, unless we prepare for
further possible measures,
some of them will never
come home and that would
be completely unacceptable
for bereaved families in Aus-
tralia and right around the
world.

“We just don’t know how
many bodies we have. It’s
quite possible that many
bodies are still out there, in
the open, in the European
summer subject to interfer-
ence and subject to the rav-
ages of heat and animals.”
Mr Abbott said he had en-
countered strong support
from fellow world leaders
on the need for action and
Australia’s special envoy,
Air Chief Marshal Angus
Houston, has insisted on
the need for a full and pro-
fessional investigation.

“In his view, we need a large
team conducting a forensic
search. A proper scouring of
the site to identify anything
that may have been missed
up until now. Because it is
entirely possible, in his view,
that there could be further
human remains or further
significant wreckage in the
area. It might be the partial
remains of a loved one, it
might be a small but critical
piece of a missile that is the
key to the investigation,” Mr
Abbott said.

Air Chief Marshal Houston
was on Wednesday in the
Ukrainian government-con-
trolled city of Kharkiv, where

he was due to escort the
bodies of Australian victims
on to military aircraft, includ-
ing a RAAF CA1 Hercules for
the flight to the Netherlands
for forensic identification.

To the dismay of leaders
around the world, the refrig-
erated train that left Donetsk
carried just 200 bodies,
meaning nearly 100 more
could still be in the open and
undiscovered.

The bodies were received
“with honour”” by Governor-
General Sir Peter Cosgrove
when they arrived in the

Netherlands.

Mr Abbott dismissed as
baseless “new theories”
suggestions out of Russia
that a Ukrainian jet downed
MHAT.

Speaking from the United
States, Opposition Leader
Bill Shorten said effective
international  cooperation
will be essential to investi-
gating the tragedy.

“Right now, our first prior-
ity must be to assist families
in their grief, and to identify
and bring home the victims’
remains,” he said.

CELEBRATE LOCAL SCHOOLS IN EDUCA-

TION WEEK 2014

Member for East Hills, Glenn
Brookes MP said on thurs-
day Education Week is an
important time to recognise
the valuable contribution of
local public schools.

Glenn said this year’s Edu-
cation Week is from Monday,
28 July to Friday, 1 August —
and marks 60 years since it
was first celebrated in 1954.
“Education Week is the
time for us all to celebrate
the achievements of public
schools, their students, staff
and school communities,”
Mr. Brookes said.

“In 1954, the theme for Edu-
cation Week was ‘lighting
the way to a better world’.
So much has changed since
then, but our local public
schools remain committed
to that philosophy.

“Let’s use this week as an
opportunity to take a closer
look at the valuable contri-
bution schools make to our
young people and commu-
nity, and to celebrate and
praise their work.”

Glenn said that in three
years the NSW Liberals &
Nationals Government has
introduced seven major re-
forms:

. Great Teaching, Inspired
Learning will improve the
quality of teaching and
learning by lifting entry re-
quirements for teaching de-

grees, supporting early ca-
reer teachers and mandating
professional development
for every teacher;

» The Resource Allocation
Model, backed by our sup-
port for Gonski funding re-
forms, ensures more fund-
ing to the schools which
need it most;

« Local Schools, Local De-
cisions provides principals
and communities with great-
er local authority to ensure
schools best respond to the
needs of their students;

- Every Student, Every
School strengthens the sup-
port for 90,000 students
with disabilities, learning or
behavioural needs;

- Connected Communities is
an innovative education re-
form that positions schools
as ‘hubs’ in some of NSW’s
most complex and disad-
vantaged communities by
linking school education
to other services, such as
health, welfare, early child-
hood education and care,
and vocational education
and training; and

» The $80 million Rural and
Remote Education Blueprint
for Action will help bridge
the gap in educational
achievement between city
and country students.

“I encourage all members
of the community to get
involved in the Education
Week celebrations at your
school and discover the fan-
tastic work being done by
our local teachers and stu-
dents.”

MEDIA: Jim Daniel — 0408
461 952

Former prime minister John Howard
backs democratic reform of NSW

Liberal Party

The NSW Liberal Party is
set to be rocked by the
recommendations of an
expert panel chaired by
former prime minister
John Howard and its ex-
pected advocacy of a radi-
cal overhaul of how fed-
eral and state candidates
are chosen, dramatically
altering power structures
within the party.

The panel, commissioned
by Prime Minister Tony
Abbott, is set to recom-
mend that the state party
radically overhauls how
federal and state candi-
dates are chosen.

The issue of whether to
introduce plebiscites — or
direct election of lower
house candidates by Lib-
eral Party branch members
—has torn the NSW division
apart in recent years.

The dominant left and cen-
tre right factions, which
have a significant say in
preselections through
their control of the party’s
powerful state executive,
are vehemently opposed
to the move, claiming it will
lead to more ethnic and re-
ligious branch stacking.
But the right and others in
the party are pushing hard
for the change, arguing it
will democratise the pro-
cess.

Last November Mr Abbott
and then premier Barry
O’Farrell intervened to an-
nounce the appointment
of Mr Howard to chair an
expert panel tasked with
examining “the party’s
processes for preselection
of candidates”.

Fairfax Media has ob-
tained a draft report that
recommends introduction
of plebiscites.

Dated May 4, it says the
panel believes increasing
party membership “is vital
to its ability to campaign
effectively and to present
a diversity of quality can-
didates”.

“The incentive of being
able to play a direct role in
selecting a Liberal candi-
date is a powerful one for
any person contemplating
joining the party,” it says.
The draft report recom-

mends the introduction
of a plebiscite system for
choosing lower house
candidates whereby all fi-
nancial party members in
an electorate would be eli-
gible to vote.

In what appears to be a
safeguard against branch
stacking, it says partici-
pants must have been
party members for at least
two years.

The draft report is at-
tached to an email from Mr
Howard to panel members
Philip Ruddock, Chris Mc-
Diven and David Kemp.

Mr Howard notes Mr Rud-
dock’s concern about the
prohibitive cost of the
system, but says this has
not proven to be the case
in the Victorian division’s
experience.

Mr Howard also addresses
Ms McDiven'’s concern that
plebiscites would prompt
“Clive Palmer-style cam-
paigns” but says this can
be prevented with a spend-
ing cap.

He also acknowledges Ms
McDiven’s suggestion that
the reform be introduced
as “a staged move” but
warns the party could look
weak, given Labor has
been ftrialling community
preselections for lower
house seats.

“My strong personal view
is that, given the experi-
mentation now embraced
by the Labor Party with
broader preselections, our
Party would look very tim-
id if it proved unwilling to
move to a plebiscite sys-
tem,” he says.

Any move to a plebiscite
system would require the
endorsement of 60 per
cent of the party’s state
council — a notoriously dif-
ficult figure to achieve.
The draft report notes it
“would require the open
advocacy of that change to
the State Council by both
Federal and State Parlia-
mentary leaders”.

On Tuesday NSW Liberal
state director Tony Nuit
confirmed the panel’s re-
port has been received and
that “further comment will
be made in due course”.
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Selected McDonald’s.
Restaurants are serving

Halal Certified Products

Fally Value e
Dinner BoxTM s el Gl \Car (7 \Caaity

2 Big Mac®

2 Cheeseburger

6 Chicken McNuggets®

4 Small Fries ©r

4 Garden Salads

2 Small Coke®
Available between 5-11pm 2 Medium Coke®

‘0 McDonald’s Auburn - 116 Parramatta Rd, Auburn
‘(" McDonald’s Bankstown - 37 Rickard Rd, Bankstown
McDonald’s Bankstown Centro Food Court ONLY
‘0 McDonald’s Granville - Cnr Woodville & Merrylands Rds, Merrylands
‘0 McDonald’s Greenacre Il - 57-67 Roberts Rd, Greenacre
‘" McDonald’s Greenacre North - 74 Roberts Rd, Greenacre
‘0" McDonald’s Lakemba - 804 Canterbury Rd, Roselands
‘0" McDonald’s Lidcombe - 9-15 Vaughan St, Lidcombe
‘" McDonald’s Liverpool South - Hume Hwy & Atkinson St, Liverpool Sth
‘06! McDonald’s Punchbowl - 1171 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl
‘0 McDonald’s Rockdale - 603 Princess Hwy, Rockdale
McDonald’s Roselands - Roselands Shopping Centre, Roselands

:( open 24} hours
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INTRODUCING ARABIC IPTV
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