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Safety mirrors, federation, heritage, craft wood,
specialised in hinged and sliding solid timber and
polyurethane doors.

We provide standard and custom designed
wardrobes in affordable prices with 15 years
written guarantee.

15YEARS EXPERIENCE 10 YEARS GUARANTEE
Visit our showroom at 54 Canterbubry Road, Bankstown e« OPEN 7 DAYS

Ph 9796 1022 Fax 9796 3355

www.impressivewardrobes.com.au
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TONY FRANCIS QUALITY MEATS
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26 Good Street Granville 2142 - Tel; 96371759 Fax: 96371294
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EASY TRAINING SOLUTIONS
Attain your skills... the EASY way
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
"(RTO) uasSo s T el (3 Gy s g Jlal

*Registered Training Organisation
Loy gt o e Sl G318

M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 02 9897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711
Suite 4 / 6 McFarlane St, Merrylands NSW 2160
inffo@easytrainingsolutions.com.au

www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au
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Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -
michael.k@nationalre.com.au
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169 Merrylands Rd. - Merrylands

02 9637 4441

www.lagalette.net.au
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Selected McDonald’s.
Restaurants are serving

Halal Certified Products

Family Value o, T S
Dinner Box™ | it \Certil | \Caait7 Gty
. , ,._;___ .. . w2 ) "i. '.

2 Big Mac”®

2 Cheeseburger

6 Chicken McNuggets®

4 Small Fries ©r

4 Garden Salads

2 Small Coke®
Available between 5-11pm 2 Medium Coke®

‘0" McDonald’s Auburn - 116 Parramatta Rd, Auburn
‘" McDonald’s Bankstown - 37 Rickard Rd, Bankstown
McDonald’s Bankstown Centro Food Court ONLY
‘0 McDonald’s Granville - Cnr Woodville & Merrylands Rds, Merrylands
‘- McDonald’s Greenacre Il - 57-67 Roberts Rd, Greenacre
‘0} McDonald’s Greenacre North - 74 Roberts Rd, Greenacre
‘5 McDonald’s Lakemba - 804 Canterbury Rd, Roselands
‘0" McDonald’s Lidcombe - 9-15 Vaughan St, Lidcombe
‘0 McDonald’s Liverpool South - Hume Hwy & Atkinson St, Liverpool Sth
‘- McDonald’s Punchbowl - 1171 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl
‘(0*  McDonald’s Rockdale - 603 Princess Hwy, Rockdale
McDonald’s Roselands - Roselands Shopping Centre, Roselands

0 open 24} hours
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u Master License No: 409566317 v
Are you fed up with your current emiployer? Broken
promises, lack of respect. no appreciation? lts time for -
) change! IPS L@
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. -
As a rapidly growing company, we're shavays looking for & SE':U. I‘lt}*
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contnbutes to owr .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence. =
IFS Security requires. gualified applicants for a varnety of [T P
positions all over the Melbourme Metropolitan area. To be e e
suitable to join our team you must -
= Hold a first Aid certificate Fl'“ " M_"
= Hold a current Victorian Security Licencs &. !s"lbb
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s . .
s Speak fluent English Jlasls wileds
= Hawve excellent presentation 3#“11 hiﬂ*
= Be reliable & .
We hawve the following security posifions available; _;I.I.ml."b LHI
Crowd Control - R
(Events) Aiiald L
= [R5A cerfificate
» Aygilable T daysnighis
Static positions - S
Patrol positions
We hawve full time, part time and casual positions i & e
available. Ll Gl e 2
Previous Applicants need not apply -
Mo recruitment companies “1'a
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105 - 'M' '@' ada
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Joladl @ gdams
| Email: employment@ipssecurity com_au [
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OCCUPATION OF PALESTINE MUST STOP NOW, KASSEM

Mr Hafez Kasem

The President of AFIC is
calling on all Australian
citizens to send the stron-
gest possible message
of condemnation to the
Israeli Government for its
brutal attack against the
innocent children, women
and men of Palestine, Kill-
ing over a 180 unarmed
civilians, wounding over
1000 and destroying
homes, buildings and
whole suburbs.

Mr Hafez Kassem lament-
ed: “Like every time, the
Australian Government is
not expected to express
even some opinion about
the brutal killing of inno-
cent Palestinian civilians
by armed Israeli settlers
and an army hell-bent
upon revenge and ethnic
cleansing of Palestine”,
citing the burning alive of
a young Palestinian youth
and the killing of babies
and their mothers. “The
Australian people must
act to save what is left of
our international reputa-
tion, morality and human-
ity”, he said.

The Israeli Ambassador
to the UN declared that Is-
rael will not stop with its
bombing of the tiny Gaza
strip with over two million
Palestinians, many refu-

gees. He asked the Se-
curity Council delegates
what they would do if
their own backyard was
subjected to “constant”
rocket attacks from neigh-
bouring countries! “Is
any country in the world
occupying its neighbour-
ing country which Israel
is doing for the last 10
years, subjecting the citi-
zens of Palestine to intol-
erable suffering and in-
dignity on a daily basis,”
asked Mr Kassem. “| ask
the UN Security Council
delegates what could one
expect from a suffering
people besieged in the
tiny strip of land, living in
refugee camps, not hav-
ing the basic needs of
water, medicines, food
and shelter while the oc-
cupying country keeps
on stealing their land and
livelihood and they know
that the world is sitting
by and doing nothing or
powerless to do some-
thing! What can be ex-

pected from a people who
have lost hope in human-
ity? Their rockets killed
2 Israeli citizens. In retali-
ation, Israel kills almost
200 Palestinians, many
children and women and
wounds1000.”

In this latest aggression
against the entire Pales-
tinian people, Israel is
accusing Palestinians for
abducting 3 Israeli set-
tler youths and murdering
them. Israel provided no
evidence of who commit-
ted this crime. In retali-
ation, Israeli settlers ab-
duct a young Palestinian
child and burn him alive.
Israeli soldiers beat up a
US Palestinian child. This
is not enough for Israel.
They need more Palestin-
ian blood.

I appeal to the Australian
people to take a stand in
the tragic circumstances
facing the suffering peo-
ple of Palestine as we
expect nothing from our
Government.
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Great condition
Suzuki Ignis
in immaculate
condition Power

steering : air
condition, CD player,
power windows front
. Power mirrors and
central locking .
Great 1.3 L petrol , 4
CYL.

Country car ( 300000
km)

One month rego due
177/

LOG BOOKS
AVAILABLE

WITH  SERVICE
HISTORY.

Call me for an
inspection today

0423675473
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DO YOUWANT 300 + ARABICCHANNELS wWITH
NO SATELLITE OR MONTHLY FEES?

INTRODUCING ARABICIPTV

=-Works through internet.
- No contracts.

- Australia wide. Sw.d\ C
- Free delivery. gl 5

S

o BB
s

[(Price match guarantea*)

CALL ONO430111 113

murat ba an authorisecd Australisn oo llor.

INWATEHDINE

ABN: 85 806 130 998

0415 620 150

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel : 02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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we cater for all accasions & panty

.02 9632 5907

@4 1 Guildford Rd,
Guildford NSW 2161

SE (AN ST NS mfuL sawarbina.com.au
- - www.sawarbina.com.au
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o . . Sydney;
195- 199 Newton Rd, Wetheril Park, Tel; (02) 87879500
Brisbane;
101 Beenleigh Rd, Acacia Ridge, QLD Tel; (07) 33447400
s Adelaide
o g . 6 George St, Green Fields SA (08) 82826869
' ' e Perth:
68 McDowell St, Welshpool WA (08) 94514766

PIZZA HOUSE

"First I n Austra!ia"
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Steak - Seafood 3, ., cistgste - Chylinn - Gy - (3ias

R B R PTT PU G AR UTNY
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VIC 3053 dadle ilalgud (oo 5 Mikor gt 9ol gd | Gttt 549
Ph 03 9347 1630 duS el il 3l | ST (pe
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12 Lincoln Street
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9/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.

()

£, Registered Migration Agent
MARN; 1174229
= FORALL ENQUIRIES
i CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
' ON 0413 805 930.
iy Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

GRudlg Qidleadly ddglaztlg %z 19| Rul g0 Rutaed Pyl
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 10l ol ke JhaiSh
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B8) 45 Lla IPS Security s)
Are you fed uwp with your curment employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for TTY .4 =
change! 1PS iad
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
business. =
As 3 apity growng campany. wers says boking o g SeCUrity
Every IP§ Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and o our long-standing reputafion for ﬂ-’ﬂ'
excellence.
IPS Security requires gualified for avariety of (& el laiel e
positions all over the Melbouwrne Mefropolitan area. Tobe & 0
suitable fo join our team you must: -
*  Hoid a first Aid cerlificate kel n.".'“
= Hodd a current Victorian Security Licence l:" ﬁhb
= Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty - .
= Speak fluent Englsh Jhﬁi_g o>
= Be reliable .
WWe have the following security positions available: Jh“i'! Aol
Crowd Conirol .
(Events) Al L
= RSA cerificate
= Ayailable T daysiights
Static positions Hedkck
Patrol positions
We have full time, part gnheba'td casual positions A = s
Pmuinusﬁpplnaisréedmtapply R b
M itment i ‘a
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S -Jaall gh A0
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627  JAil g sy

1 Email: employmentillipssecurity com.au [
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE — 11 July 2014

NSW BUCKS THE JOBS
TREND: UNEMPLOYMENT
REMAINS STEADY

. The latest ABS Labour
Force figures indicate the
continued strength of the
NSW economy, with the
state’s unemployment
rate remaining unchanged
at 5.7 per cent.

- While the national job-
less rate edged up from
5.9 fo 6.0 per cent, NSW
has held firm, adding more
than 10,000 jobs in June.
Of the nearly 16,000 jobs
created nationally, almost
two thirds of those were in
NSW, indicating again the
strength of our economy.

- This is a great result, and
keeps NSW as the second
strongest employment
market, second only to
Western Australia.

e The latest job figures
come off the back of the
Westpac-Melbourne Insti-
tute report that showed
NSW had the highest con-
sumer confidence among
the mainland states.

AUSTRALIA’S TOUGHEST
TRUCK COMPLIANCE
REGIME BRINGS DOWN
SPEEDING

e The latest results on
truck compliance and en-
forcement operations in
NSW have shown a 91
per cent drop in excessive
speeding.

e The results confirm NSW
had the toughest and most
targeted truck compliance
and enforcement regime
in Australia.

e« NSW has the most ex-
tensive network in the
nation of Heavy Vehicle
CheckingiSafety Stations,
Safe-T-Cams and point-to-
point cameras. Addition-
ally, NSW has the largest
enforcement and compli-
ance regime in Australia,
with almost 300 frontline
inspectors.

- When the NSW Liberals
& Nationals Government
came to office, Roads and
Maritime Services camer-
as detected 55,368 heavy
vehicle speeding offenc-

es. By March this year, the
offences had dropped to
4,924 — a huge 91 per cent
reduction.

102 STRIKES FOR ‘THREE
STRIKES’ DISCIPLINARY
SCHEME

« NSW licensed venues
are being reminded of
their obligations under the
State’s liquor laws as the
Three Strikes disciplinary
scheme records over 100
strikes.

- Since the scheme be-
gan in 2012, there have
been 102 strikes for seri-
ous offences under the Li-
quor Act — the 93 venues
incurring strikes include
seven venues with second
strikes, and two venues
with third strikes.

- Strikes have been im-
posed for offences includ-
ing permitting intoxica-
tion, selling alcohol to an
intoxicated person, selling
alcohol outside authorised
hours, selling alcohol to a
minor, permitting violence
on a licensed premises,
and failing to comply with
licence conditions includ-
ing special conditions
imposed under the Three
Strikes and Violent Ven-
ues schemes and in the
Kings Cross precinct.

- Venues incurring strikes
are effectively on a good
behaviour bond for three
years as any further con-
victions in that period
could lead to second and
third strikes where licenc-
es can ultimately be sus-
pended or cancelled.

- A register of strikes is at
http:1iwww.olgr.nsw.gov.
aulliquor—3 __strikes—
register.asp

EXPANDING PRACTICE
FIRST ACROSS NSW

- An additional 13 sites
have been added to the
NSW Government’s
proved new model of child
protection service deliv-
ery, Practice First.

- Practice First means less
red tape and paperwork
for caseworkers and more

im-

face to face time with fam-
ilies, with an increased
emphasis on practitioners
developing and sustaining
relationships with families
and interagency partners.
- Community Services
Minister Gabrielle Upton
said early indicators from
the 24 sites already using
Practice First show that
the program is having a
positive impact on fami-
lies, workplace culture
and service delivery.

- The 13 additional Com-
munity Service Centres
to commence Practice
First by October 2014
are: Blacktown, Campbell-
town, Parkes, Condobolin,
Goulburn, Yass, Kempsey,
Lakes, Peninsula, Wyong,
Shellharbour, Tamworth
and Taree.

PRISON PHONE JAMMING
TRIAL EXTENDED

« A trial of phone jamming
technology at Lithgow Jail
is being extended for a
further three months.

e The trial is being moni-
tored by all Australian
State and Territory Cor-
rections authorities and
could lead to wider im-
plementation of jamming
technology, which has
been used in jails in other
countries including the
United States and New
Zealand.

- Mobile phone use by
inmates is a significant
threat as some inmates
try to continue their crimi-
nal activities from behind
bars.

- The jamming device
uses dozens of antennas
installed inside Lithgow
Correctional Centre to emit
a signal at very low power,
preventing any mobiles in-
side the jail from connect-
ing to a networked mobile
phone tower. The signal
does not extend beyond
the jail’s boundaries and
does not affect phone us-
ers in the community.

LANGUAGE NO BARRIER
TO JP SERVICES
- The NSW Government

has launched a State-wide
campaign to raise aware-
ness among culturally and
linguistically diverse com-
munities about the servic-
es provided by Justices of
the Peace (JPs).

- JPs are relied upon as
witnesses for the signing
of statutory declarations
or affidavits and can certi-
fy copies of original docu-
ments.

- JPs do not exist in many
non-English speaking
countries and it has be-
come apparent there is
confusion among some
of Australia’s newest resi-
dents about what JPs do
and how to access their
services.

- A new JP fact sheet is
available in 12 languages
and JP workshops are be-
ing conducted with leaders
from multicultural com-
munities in NSW through-
out the year. People can
search for a Justice of
the Peace in their area by
visiting the online public
register of JPs at: www.
jp-nsw.gov.au

ABORIGINAL HEALTH
ON 2014 NAIDOC WEEK
AGENDA

e The NSW Government
has used NAIDOC Week to
highlight its commitment
to improving the health
and wellbeing of Aborigi-
nal communities across
the State.

- More Aboriginal people
live in NSW than any other
Australian state or terri-
tory and improving Ab-
original health is a key
focus for the NSW Health
system.

- The NSW Aboriginal
Health Plan focuses on
changing the health sys-
tem to ensure policies and
programs meet the needs
of  Aboriginal  people
across the State. Its intent
is to improve Aboriginal
health.

» There are several other
important initiatives in
place, including an oral
health program which

provides training for Ab-
original people living in
regional and remote areas
to become qualified den-
tal assistants and creates
pathways into higher edu-
cation studies.

ONE-STOP SHOP OPENS
IN PENRITH

« NSW Premier Mike Baird
officially opened the new
Penrith one-stop shop
this week, whilst marking
the one-year anniversary
of the NSW Government’s
new customer service
agency, Service NSW.

- The opening of this
centre also marks an im-
portant milestone with
the completion of the ini-
tial Service NSW rollout
— a total of 18 one-stop
shops. Due to the success
of Service NSW, the NSW
Government will expand
its services over the next
two years with a focus on
increasing digital transac-
tions to make it even more
convenient for customers
to do their business with
the NSW Government.

- This service centre is the
third to open in Western
Sydney - following Par-
ramatta and Liverpool and
demonstrates the NSW
Government’s commit-
ment to grow services in
this thriving region.

- Eight new service cen-
tres, including one in
Blacktown, are now being
planned for opening in the
coming months with other
innovative smart stores
and kiosks to be trialled
over the coming year.

« In excess of 3.5 million
customers have so far
been served by Service
NSW with a customer sat-
isfaction score of 98 per
cent — unchanged since
launch last year.

VICTIMS OF CRIME GET
21st CENTURY SUPPORT
e The NSW Government
has launched an innova-
tive new mobile app to
help victims of crime and
their families navigate the
justice system.

- The NSW Government is
doing what it can to ease

the experience of victims
of crime in the criminal
justice process.

- This app makes it easier
and simpler to get infor-
mation about the court
process, support services
and victim’s rights includ-
ing: how to report a crime,
crime investigation, and
getting ready for court.

- The free Justice Journey
app can be downloaded
from the Google Play
Store and will be available
at the ITunes Store in com-
ing days. It is available on
DVD, You Tube and online
at  www.victimsservices.
lawlink.nsw.gov.au

WORK COMMENCES ON
NEW $3.9 MILLION PORT
MACQUARIE FIRE STA-
TION

- Work has commenced on
a new $3.9 million fire sta-
tion at Port Macquatrie.

- The new station will en-
hance the provision of fire
and emergency services
to the residents and busi-
nesses in the Port Mac-
quarie region.

« The new station will ac-
commodate three fire en-
gines as well as a hazard-
ous materials van, boat
and trailer and incorporate
facilities for firefighters to
refill breathing cylinders.
It will also provide office
space for the zone man-
agement team.

- The station will be lo-
cated within Port Mac-
quarie’s emergency ser-
vices precinct, which will
improve the coordination
and cooperation between
the other agencies located
there - the Ambulance Ser-
vice of NSW and the NSW
State Emergency Service.

Follow the NSW Govern-
ment on Twitter @Mike-
BairdMP and Facebook
www.facebook.com/mike-
bairdMP

Jim Daniel

Office of Glenn Brookes
MP

Member for East Hills

20 Revesby Place, Reves-
by NSW 2212

PH: (02) 9772 2774 Fax:
(02) 9792 1718
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NEW GUIDELINES TO BENEFIT
SMALL BUSINESS IN EAST HILLS
AND GREATER BANKSTOWN AREA

Small-to-medium  enter-
prises (SMEs) in the great-
er Bankstown area now
have better opportunities
to participate in tenders
for work with the NSW
Government, said Glenn
Brookes MP.

“Changes to the Govern-
ment’'s  prequalification
scheme implemented on
July 1 now mean that
government agencies are
required to seek at least
one quote from a small-
to-medium enterprise for
contracts worth up to $1
million,” said Glenn.

“This is wonderful news
for our area and | encour-
age local business owners
to take advantage of the
excellent opportunities to
do business with govern-
ment that these changes
enable.”

It opens the door to small
businesses that hasn’t
been there previously to
compete for in excess of
a billion dollars’ worth of
government work each
year

Minister for Finance and
Services Dominic Perrottet
said small businesses are
the backbone of a healthy
economy, and it is essen-
tial that governments do
all they can to assist and
support local enterprise.
“From contracts for build-
ing and construction to
ICT and other professional
services, these changes
will allow SMEs to bid for
a wide range of work with

government departments,”
said the Minster.

“It’'s a great win for busi-
nesses and potentially the
community in rural and re-
gional areas too.”

Mr Perrottet said recent
procurement reforms had
provided more opportuni-
ties for small-to-medium
businesses beyond the

metropolitan areas to
gain.
“Since 2011, we've in-

troduced a number of
changes to make it easier
for businesses in regional
NSW to gain work with the
Government,” he said.
Under NSW Procurement’s
SME policy, government
agencies located in non-
metropolitan areas can
purchase goods and ser-
vices up to $5000 (includ-
ing GST) directly from local
suppliers, without having
to go through whole-of-
government contracts.
“Not only does this help
make it simpler and quick-
er for agencies to procure
goods and services, but it
also means that they are
able to support local busi-
nesses in the communities
they reside,” said Glenn
Brookes.

For more information on
supplying goods or ser-
vices for the NSW Govern-
ment visit the NSW Pro-
curement’s website, www.
procurepoint.nsw.gov.au.

MEDIA - JIM DANIEL -
0408 461 952

Clive Palmer deal saves Tony Abbott’s reforms

The Abbott government
has rescued its financial
advice laws through an
11th hour deal with the
Palmer United Party but
the changes have drawn
harsh criticism for in-
creasing red tape and
diminishing the rights of
investors.

The regulations will allow
financial planners asso-
ciated with banks to con-
tinue to receive payments
for directing customers
towards the banks’ own
products.

Palmer United Party
leader Clive Palmer has
struck a deal with the Ab-
boit government to wind
back reforms to financial
advice laws.

Finance Minister Mathias
Cormann revealed in the
Senate that the govern-
ment had agreed with the
balance-of-power sena-
tors to introduce further
protections as a condi-
tion of their support for
the unravelling of chang-
es made under the previ-
ous Labor government.

It capped a tumultuous
few days during which
Labor tabled the govern-
ment’s reforms against
its wishes and Clive
Palmer said negotiations
with the Coalition were
not taking place when
they obviously were.

The deal, first reported by
Fairfax Media on Tues-
day, caught Labor and
the Greens by surprise
and saw them attempt to
block the changes with a
motion of disallowance
in the Senate.

Labor Senator Sam Dast-
yari slams the wind back
of financial advice laws
in the Senate.

The final Senate vote of
31-34 for disallowance
meant the attempt to
strike down the changes
failed.

Labor has argued its Fu-
ture of Financial Advice
reforms were aimed at
stopping the kind of fraud

that ruined the retirement
plans of investors who
sought the advice of the
Commonwealth Bank’s fi-
nancial services arm and
lost their life savings.

In a letter from Mr Cor-
mann to Mr Palmer, the
government agreed to
require financial advis-
ers to act in the best in-
terests of their client and
prioritise their client’s
interests ahead of their
own.

Back to fight another day:
Govcernment’s financial
advice laws saved.

It also requires advisers
to disclose to clients any
payments they receive
from product providers,
give clients the right to
return financial products
under a 14-day cooling-
off period, and change
instructions to their ad-
viser if they experience
a change in their circum-
stances.

The regulations also
specify that any instruc-
tions to alter or review
instructions must be in
writing, signed by the cli-
ent, and acknowledged
by the client.

The government has also
agreed to establish an
“enhanced public regis-
ter” of financial advisers,
including employee ad-
visers, which includes a
record of each adviser’s
credentials and status in
the industry.

The head of the govern-
ment’s financial system
inquiry, David Murray, ex-
pressed dismay on Tues-
day that there wasn’t al-
ready a public register of
approved financial advis-
ers.

His inquiry recommends
a register and higher
trading standards.

The chief executive of
National Seniors, Michael
O’Neill, said the deal
would do nothing to help
investors or fix problems
in the industry.

“On the surface it adds

nothing to the issue at
all, except potentially an-
other layer of red tape,
which was the reason
why the government
made its changes to start
with. This was a grubby
deal and Clive Palmer
has treated older Austra-
lians with contempt the
way he’s dealt with this
today,” he said.

Mr O’Neill on Wednesday
expanded on his com-
ments casting doubt over
Mr Palmer’s claim that he
was a friend to pension-
ers.

“I think they’ll be looking
long and hard and won-
dering whether Mr Palm-
er is all that he claims to
be,” he told ABC radio.
But Mr Palmer rejected
suggestions he should
have consulted with
groups such as National
Seniors.

“I've been dealing with
banks for 40 years, and
lobbyists and advisers,”
Mr Palmer told ABC ra-
dio.

“l didn’t become a bil-
lionaire by listening to
advisers tell me how to
do it who don’t earn half
as much.”

Treasurer Joe Hockey on
Wednesday defended the
changes, saying Labor’s
protections were a red
tape “mess”’.

The government’s chang-
es reduced red tape by
$200 million a year, he
said.

“l see that as a good sav-
ing for consumers and at
the same time they’re get-
ting better regulation,”” Mr
Hockey told ABC radio.
Shadow treasurer Chris
Bowen said Tuesday’s
developments had “hu-
miliated’ the government
and let down consumers.
“We saw the chaos of
Mathias Cormann be-
ing humiliated, forced
to read a letter out into
the parliament with Clive
Palmer sitting in the Sen-
ate watching the deal that

he’d done be implement-
ed by insisting that Ma-
thias Cormann read his
letter out into the Han-
sard of the Senate,” Mr
Bowen told ABC radio on
Wednesday .

“l mean, for a govern-
ment that said there
would be no deals with
minor parties under any
political movement I lead,
this just shows there’s
no election promise he
won’t break.”

Mr Bowen said the gov-
ernment’s changes to
the FoFA regulations had
scored a “daily double”
by reducing consumer
protections from unscru-
pulous financial planners
and increasing red tape.
“They’'ve  emasculated
the requirement to work
in the best interests of
the client,” he said.
“They have wrecked it
They watered it down so
far that it is, in our view,
no where near as effec-
tive as it was under our
administration and needs
to be going forward.”
Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten said Prime Min-
ister Tony Abbott had
put the interests of the
Palmer United Party lead-
er ahead of Australian in-
vestors.

Mr Abbott had promised
not to deal with minor
parties, he said. “’This is
the mother of all back-
room deals and it’s Aus-
tralian investors and fam-
ilies who’ll pay for it,”” Mr
Shorten said.

The head of the Finan-
cial Services Council,
John Brogden, said the
amended regulations
would make financial ad-
vice more accessible and
affordable.

David Whiteley, of the
Industry Super Associa-
tion, said the changes
would not prevent bo-
nuses and other forms of
conflicted remuneration
being paid to financial
advisers.
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Head of curriculum review Kevin Donnelly says cor-
poral punishment in schools ‘was very effective’

The head of the Abbott gov-
ernment’s national curricu-
lum review has backed the
use of corporal punishment
for ill-disciplined children
in schools if it is supported
by the local school commu-
nity.

Kevin Donnelly, co-chair
of the national curriculum
review and a widely pub-
lished commentator on
educational issues, said on
Tuesday that corporal pun-
ishment was effective dur-
ing his childhood and still

has some merit.

Mr Donnelly was appearing
on 2UE radio to comment
on Fairfax Media reports
that NSW students are be-
ing suspended and ex-
pelled from public schools
at record rates.

Over 18000 NSW students
were suspended in 2012 -
1300 more than in 2011.
“What would you, as you’ve
been involved with this for
so long, describe as the
best punishment you can
come across even if it is

Protein jab gives hope in diabetes fight

A SINGLE protein jab has
been shown to reverse
diabetes in the laboratory,
raising hopes of effective
new treatments.

IN obese mice with a rodent
version of Type 2 diabe-
tes, just one injection of
the protein FGF1 restored
blood sugar levels to a
healthy range for more than
two days.

Continued treatment with
the protein not only kept
blood glucose under con-
trol, but reversed insulin
insensitivity, the root cause
of the disease.

People with Type 2 diabe-
tes gradually become less
sensitive to the effects of
the hormone, forcing up
their blood sugar.

US lead researcher Profes-
sor Ronald Evans, director
of the Gene Expression
Laboratory at the Salk In-
stitute in La Jolla, Califor-
nia, said FGF1\ offers a new
method to control glucose
“in a powerful and unex-
pected way”.

Currently available diabe-
tes treatments aim to boost
insulin levels and reverse
insulin resistance by alter-
ing gene activity.

But the drugs cause un-
wanted side effects and
may lower blood glucose
levels too far, leading to
life-threatening  hypogly-
caemia.

In 2012, the Salk team dis-
covered that FGFA - a long-
ignored “growth factor”
protein - helps the body re-
spond to insulin.

Mice lacking FGFA quickly
developed diabetes when

placed on a high fat diet,
suggesting that the protein
played a key role in manag-
ing blood glucose levels.
The scientists were sur-
prised when they injected
FGFA into obese mice with
diabetes to assess the pro-
tein’s effect on metabolism.
In every mouse, a single
dose rapidly caused blood
sugar to drop to normal lev-
els.

“Many previous studies
that injected FGF1 showed
no effect on healthy mice,”
said Dr Michael Downes,
also from the Salk Insti-
tute, who took part in the
research published in the
journal Nature.

“However, when we inject-
ed it into a diabetic mouse,
we saw a dramatic improve-
ment in glucose.”

FGF1 had a number of ad-
vantages over the diabetes
drug Actos, which is as-
sociated with side effects
ranging from unwanted
weight gain to dangerous
heart and liver problems.
Even at high doses, the
protein did not trigger such
effects or cause glucose
levels to drop dangerously
low.

Instead, the body’s own
ability to regulate insulin
and glucose was restored,
keeping blood sugar within
a safe range.

About three million people
in the UK have diagnosed
diabetes and 90 per cent of
cases are the Type 2 form
of the disease, while a fur-
ther 850,000 people may
have the condition without
knowing it.

one that has gone away?”
asked 2UE host Justin
Smith. “I'm not alluding to
the strap here. | don’t think
you would ever resort to
that. You would never ad-
vocate bringing that back
surely?”

Dr Donnelly responded by
saying, “Well” followed by
a pause — an answer that
surprised Mr Smith.

Dr Donnelly continued: “I
grew up in Broadmeadows,
a housing commission es-
tate in Melbourne, and we
had a Scottish phys-ed
teacher.

“Whenever there were any
discipline problems he
would actually take the boy
behind the shed and say,
‘We can either talk about
this or you can throw the
first punch’.

“That teacher would prob-
ably lose his job now but
it was very effective. He
only had to do it once and
the kids were pretty well
behaved for the rest of the
year.”

Dr Donnelly went on to say
“those days are gone”. But
questioned further on the
merits of corporal punish-
ment, he said: “If the school
community is in favour of it
then I have got no problem
if it’'s done properly.

“There are one or two
schools around Australia
that | know where it actually
is approved of and they do
do it I'm sure they only do
it very rarely.”

Dr Donnelly contrasted
corporal punishment with
“time out” zones which he
said do not work because
children can relax and
avoid class work.

Dr Donnelly has previously
attracted controversy for
designing an anti-smok-
ing program funded by
tobacco company Phillip
Morris for Australian and
New Zealand schools. He
also questioned, in a book
published in 2004, whether
gay, lesbian and transgen-
der teachers should teach
sex education in schools.
Dr Donnelly and Kenneth
Wiltshire, co-chair of the
curriculum review, will hand
their report to the govern-
ment at the end of July.

Former CFMEU official Brian Fitzpatrick called
triple-0 after death threats, inquiry told

- -

He “appeared very unsettled’: Former union official Brian Fitzpatrick.

Photo: Wolter Peeters

Audio of a triple-0 phone
call made minutes after
former Construction, For-
estry, Mining and Energy
Union official Brian Fitz-
patrick allegedly received
a death threat from a union
colleague was among
fresh evidence submitted
to the Royal Commission
into Trade Union Gover-
nance and Corruption.

Mr Fitzpatrick told the royal
commission’s hearing on
Tuesday that he received
the death threat at 5.05pm
on March 21 last year after
he tried to stop his union
dealing with Sydney crime
figure George Alex.
Fairfax Media revealed
the alleged death threat in
January. Counsel assist-
ing the royal commission,
Jeremy Stoljar, said the
triple-0 phone call was a
“telling piece” of new evi-
dence that “strongly cor-
roborates Mr Fitzpatrick’s
account of events”.

Mr Fitzpatrick said the
caller screamed with “ab-
solute rage” words to the
effect of. “You have gone
too far this time you fat
c---. You’re dead. .. I'm
coming over there tomor-
row and I'm going to Kkill
you.”

A recording of a triple-0
phone call that CFMEU
industrial officer Radhi-
ka Raju and Mr Fitzpat-
rick made at 5.20pm was
played during the hearing
in Sydney.

In it, Ms Raju says Mr Fitz-
patrick was told he would
be killed the next day.

Another union employee,
Peter Thomas, told the
inquiry Mr Fitzpatrick “ap-
peared very unsettled” af-
ter he received the alleged
call.

Mr Stoljar said: “Indeed it
is clear from the record-
ing that neither Ms Raju
nor Mr Fitzpatrick had
the slightest doubt that
a death threat had been
made.”

Mr Fitzpatrick assumed
the call was from a union
member who had previ-
ously made threats against
him but soon discovered
it was from another col-
league, Darren Greenfield.
Mr Greenfield has admit-
ted to making an angry
phone call but denied any
death threats.

Mr Fitzpatrick said when
police arrived in response
to the triple-0 call, he told
them it was a “false alarm”
because the death threat
was made by a “comrade”
and not the person he
originally thought.

Outside the royal commis-
sion, CFMEU national sec-
retary Dave Noonan said
these were “hardly the ac-
tions of a person who is
concerned for his life”.
The royal commission
heard Mr Greenfield had
close dealings with Mr
Alex, whose labour hire
companies received pref-
erential treatment. Mr Fitz-
patrick said Mr Alex would
often meet in the CFMEU
office with NSW secretary
Brian “Sparkles” Parker,
who had refused to inter-

vene in his dispute with Mr
Greenfield.

In sworn evidence, Mr Fitz-
patrick said he discovered
Mr Alex was associated
with companies that were
behind in paying workers
their superannuation and
redundancy entitlements.
The union said it recov-
ered more than $900,000
from Mr Alex’s companies
between mid-2012 and
early 2014.

Mr  Fitzpatrick claimed
union officials wanted to
“get rid” of him “because
| wouldn’t drop off the
George Alex business”.
But Mr Parker has said Mr
Fitzpatrick left the job for
reasons “completely unre-
lated” to his allegations.

In Victoria, police are in-
vestigating allegations
that Hells Angels associ-
ates hired to intervene in
a building industry dis-
pute threatened to bash
two building contractors,
including a man who days
before had given royal
commission evidence
about organised crime in
the sector.

The anti-bikie Echo Task-
force is overseeing an
investigation into an inci-
dent on Saturday, in which
two men allegedly bearing
weapons threatened to
bash Andrew Zaf and a
second contractor in con-
nection with a disputed
debt.

The allegations are cor-
roborated by a witness
statement and video re-
cordings, which show a
Hells Angels-owned tow
truck arriving at the site
and heated discussions
between Mr Zaf, a wit-
ness and employees of
the building company who
hired the bikie-owned tow
truck.

The revelations have no
connection to the building
union or Mr Zaf’s claims
to the royal commission
last week about alleged
corruption involving its
officials.
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Carbon tax repeal to clear the Senate

The Senate passes the carbon tax repeal bill.

Welcome news: Tony Abbott says the carbon tax repeal is great news.

Photo: Paul KanelGetty Images Source: Getty Images

Tony Abbott finally axes the tax. Photo: Scott BarbouriGetty Images.

Source: Getty Images

TONY Abbott’s great big
election promise to dump
what he called the great
big carbon tax was final-
ly delivered on thusday
morning after a Govern-
ment ordeal of frustration
and embarrassment.
Negotiations  with the
Palmer United Party and
other crossbench sena-
tors finally paid off for
the Prime Minister with
Labor’s price on carbon
emissions dismantled.

The Senate voted 39-32
to scrap Labor’s carbon
pricing scheme after se-
curing the support of PUP

senators and other cross-
benchers.

Subdued applause from
government senators
greeted the result as the
Abbott government finally
delivered on its key elec-
tion promise.

The vote followed days of
protracted  negotiations
with Clive Palmer, who
embarrassed the govern-
ment last week by pulling
his crucial support for the
repeal at the last minute.
The three PUP senators
and the Australian Mo-
toring Enthusiast Party’s
Ricky Muir gave the gov-

Australian Motoring Enthusiast Party Senator Ricky Muir in his office at
Parliament House in Canberra. Sour ce: News Corp Australia

Finance Minister Mathias Cormann in Question Time in the Senate Cham-

ber, Parliament House in Canberra. Source: News Corp Australia

Leader of the Palmer United Party Clive Palmer during Question Time at Par-

liament House on July 15, 2014 in Canberra, Australia. Source: Getty Images

ernment four of the six
crossbench votes it need-
ed to abolish the tax.
Family First’'s Bob Day
and Liberal Democrat Da-
vid Leyonhjelm - who also
joined the cross bench on
July 1 - rounded out the
majority needed.

Another crossbencher, the
DLP’s John Madigan, vot-
ed for the repeal.
Independent Nick Xeno-
phon was not in the cham-
ber for the vote. Labor and
the Australian Greens op-
posed the repeal but didn’t
have the numbers to save
the scheme introduced by

the Gillard government in
2012.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott hailed the move as
great news for families
and businesses.
“Scrapping the carbon tax
is a foundation of the gov-
ernment’s economic ac-
tion strategy,” he said in a
statement just minutes af-
ter a Senate vote on Thurs-
day morning.

It would save the average
family $550 a year and
the first benefits would
be seen in coming power
bills.

Mr Abboit says the Aus-

tralian Competition and
Consumer  Commission
has been given the fund-
ing and powers to ensure
savings are passed on to
consumers.

The Liberal Party has
produced an advertise-
ment promising “cheaper
electricity, lower costs for
small business and more
jobs”.

The repeal comes seven
years to the day that an-
other Liberal prime minis-
ter, John Howard, revealed
a plan for an emissions
trading scheme.

Greens leader Christine
Milne made a last-minute
plea to the crossbench tell-
ing them it was a “critical
moment” for the nation. A
vote to repeal was a vote
for failure to address glob-
al warming, she warned.
“Australia will be relegated
to a pariah and a backwa-
ter.”

Despite the threat of after-
hours detention, senators
did not rush to pass the
amendment with debate go-
ing for hours on wednesday.
“After about 40 hours of
debate in relation to these
measures in this place we
still don’t have a resolu-
tion,” government Senate
Leader Eric Abetz railed in
question time yesterday.
The cabinet minister left to
handle the filibuster was
Mathias Cormann, who
eventually stopped an-
swering the onslaught of
questions from irate oppo-
sition senators.

Labor dragged out the fi-
nal debate stages with
questions about the Palm-
er United Party’s amend-
ment to ensure price cuts
from the carbon tax repeal
are passed fully onto con-
sumers and businesses.
The Greens took a similar
line of questioning and
quizzed the finance minis-
ter about the government’s
promised $550 saving for
households from the re-
peal of the carbon tax.

“We can go round and
round in circles,” Senator
Cormann said, invoking
ire from his opponents.

The bills and amendments
were also held up by back-
room talks on a list of oth-
er bills to be brought on
for debate before the Sen-
ate rises for a five-week
break.

But the carbon pricing
demolition — the third at-
tempt to introduce the bill
to the Senate since No-
vember — was the most
satisfying outcome for the
Government.

Soon big companies will
stop paying a penalty on
carbon emissions, cur-
rently just over $25 a
tonne, ending Australia’s
most controversial policy
implementation since the
2003 decision to join the
Iraq invasion.

The carbon price ele-
ment will be removed
from household electric-
ity expenses, and power
company bills will itemise
the savings. New laws de-
mand savings be passed
on to customers or a utility
would have to pay a fine
equal to 250 per cent of
the reduction.

Politically, the repeal al-
lows Prime Minister Abbott
to boast he has completed
two of his three major
election pledges — to “axe
the tax” and to “stop the
boats”. The third was to
repair the Budget.
However, Mr Abbott could
have problems fulfilling
his full election vow, which
was to axe the carbon price
and lower electricity bills.
There are other factors
pushing up power prices
such as infrastructure in-
vestment and falling de-
mand.

The Government might
be duly embarrassed as
electricity costs still go up
despite the absence of the
carbon price. Its promise
that average households
will be better off by $550 a
year from a variety of sav-
ings could be wrecked.
The Government also has
found to its distress over
the past week that it can-
not take the Palmer United
Party and Clive Palmer for
granted.
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