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2400 cm wide

We provide standard and custom designed
wardrobes in affordable prices with 15 years
written guarantee.

15YEARS EXPERIENCE 10YEARS GUARANTEE
Visit our showroom at 54 Canterbubry Road, Bankstown < OPEN 7 DAYS

Ph 9796 1022 Fax 9796 3355

www.impressivewardrobes.com.au

3600 cm wide
Safety mirrors, federation, heritage, craft wood,
specialised in hinged and sliding solid timber and
polyurethane doors.
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TONY FRANCIS QUALITY MEATS
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26 Good Street Granville 2142 - Tel; 96371759 Fax: 96371294
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EASY TRAINING SOLUTIONS
Attain your skills... the EASY way
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
"IRTO) g s g sl il s o Jbal

*Registered Training Organisation
oy g B e lalguctal| GBS

M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 02 9897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711
Suite 4 / 6 McFarlane St, Merrylands NSW 2160

info@easytrainingsolutions.com.au
www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au
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Astrological Centre

World Renowned spiritualist Astrologer
ves any kind of problem
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" Arab Bank Australia

To the extent that any material in this advertisement could be construed as general advice, it has been prepared without taking account of your objectives, financial situation or needs.
Because of this, before acting on any advice, you should consider its appropriateness, having regard to your objectives, financial situation and needs.
Arab Bank Australia Limited ABN 37 002 950 745 Australian Financial Services Licence/Australian Credit Licence 234563 ABA7666

Superior service.

Better knowledge.
Stronger relationships.
Genuine understanding.

This is why so many business
owners turn to Arab Bank
Australia each year for smarter
and more competitive banking
solutions.

Speak with one of our
Relationship Managers today
about how we can save you
time and money.

Sydney
(02) 9707 3955 or (02) 9599 9633

Melbourne
(03) 9355 8862 or (03) 9793 3363

No matter what business
you’re in, no one understands
your business - big or small -
as well as Arab Bank Australia.

Freecall 1800 272 222
arabbank.com.au
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= Be reliable

Wie hawve the following security posifions available;
Crowd Comntrol
{Events)

= RS5A cerificate

e i -
dadg dlud TPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect. no appreciation? lts time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're ahlways looking for
rediable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee confributes to our
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of - 0
positions all owver the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u‘““' o
suitable to join our team you muwst

=+ Hold a first Aid cerificate
= Hold a current Viclorian Security Licence
= Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
= Speak fluent Emglish

# Have excellent presentation

= Aygilable T daysinighis
Static positions
Patrol positions
We hawve full time, part time and casual positions
available_
Previous Applicants need not apply
Mo recruitrment co
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10%

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627
Email: employmenti@ipssecurity.com.au

IPS Glad
@ Security
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Unit 4,

DAHITWATCIDIIN!

ABN: 85 806 130 998

1350 Canterbury Rd

Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel

102 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

oud Lo Y)b.wi.j
Dulux Wash & Wear

Finess

AI.~ 3..\.1.9 ar bad

9 gt 19 (o b

20 L From $98

Apco 20L $110

Taubmans Endure

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196

15 L $165

I5L $165
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STEPHANIE

Tel: 0406 990 029

PATRICIA

0415 535 353

2 Juliette Avenue,
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Ages 6 months -
12 years
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We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-G-#i):'-i-l'-' me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 4y m fokl

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
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Glass & Glazing ;
For all your glazing needs
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0404 015 551

Lic: 185750C
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ABN: 17 003 994 394
Safwat Arfan - Sayed

Manager
(B. Comm., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)
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(Bell Tower Centre)

Unit 24 / 191 Parramatta Rd,
Auburn, NSW 2144
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artisan

building contractors

Billy Francis

Director

0410 606 786

arfisanbuilding@yahoo.com.au
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Compromise on paid parental leave, pleads MP

Prime Minister Tony Abbott
is being urged to compro-
mise on the generous paid
parental leave scheme or
risk a backlash from Coali-
tion MPs. Photo: Glen Mc-
Curtayne

Nationals Senator John Wil-
liams has urged Prime Min-
ister Tony Abbott to put his
paid parental leave scheme
on ice and adopt a com-
promise proposal to avoid
a showdown with MPs un-
happy about the generous
proposal.

The paid parental leave
scheme is deeply unpopular
in some sections of the Co-
alition and Senator Williams,
along with senators Dean
Smith, Cory Bernardi, lan
Macdonald and Ron Boswell
and MP Alex Hawke, have
publicly flagged concerns
about the policy.

Privately, some Coalition
MPs are considering cross-
ing the floor to vote against
the proposal, which would
pay women their full replace-
ment wage for 26 weeks,
capped at a maximum pay-
ment of $50,000 and which
also includes superannua-
tion payments.

Mr Abbott watered down
his original proposal, which
would have cost up to $5.5
billion annually and deliv-
ered a maximum payment
of $15,000, in April. The cur-
rent scheme introduced by
Labor cost $1.7 billion annu-
ally, offers 18 weeks pay at
the minimum wage of $622
per week but no superan-
nuation.

Senator Williams told Fair-
fax Media the Prime Minister
needed to go further to win
over opponents in the party
room and suggested extend-
ing Labor’s scheme.
“Perhaps a compromise
would be extending the min-
imum wage payment from
18 to 26 weeks, plus super,”
he said.

“Then when the economy is
stronger and the budget is
balanced and we are not bor-
rowing any more money we
can bring in the more gener-
ous scheme. That would be
a sensible compromise.”
But Mr Abbott on Monday
said he was sticking by his
policy.

Speaking to reporters in
Canada, the Prime Minister

appeared to misunderstand
where the opposition to his
scheme was coming from,
saying the government
would deal cordially with
crossbenchers in the Senate
on the policy, but warned he
expected the government’s
mandate to be respected.
“Let’s not forget that this is
a policy we took not to one
but to two elections and let’s
not forget that this is funda-
mentally a matter of justice
for the women of our coun-
try, for the mothers and for
the parents of our country,”
he said at a media confer-
ence.

“Why should people be paid
at their real wage when they
go on holidays, when they
take long service leave,
when they have sick leave
and then be paid effectively
a welfare wage when they go
on parental leave?

“It just doesn’t make sense
and itis my fundamental con-
viction that parental leave is
not a welfare entitlement, it’s
a workplace entitlement, and
that’s why I’'m sticking with
the policy we’ve got.”
Senator Williams would not
be drawn on whether he
would cross the floor and
vote against the scheme if
was not amended, saying
he would “look at it when it
comes to the Senate” and
signalling more needed to
be done for farmers.
Western Australian Sena-
tor Dean Smith declined to
comment on Senator Wil-
liams’ proposal but said he
continued to have “great
reservations” about the cur-
rent policy.

Senator Bernardi and Sena-
tor Boswell both declined to
comment on the policy.

The government has not set
a date for the scheme to be
brought to the Senate for a
vote.

But even if the government
can secure the support of
the Greens in the current
Senate, just five Coalition
MPs would need to defect to
defeat the bill.

And the task will be no
easier in the new senate,
with Palmer United Party
leader Clive Palmer having
also spoken out against the
policy

On Sunday, Deputy Prime
Minister Warren Truss ad-

mitted the policy was not
popular in the Coalition party
room but insisted it offered
benefits to small businesses
and farmers.

“I accept that there are peo-
ple in our party room and for
that matter the Liberal party
room who are not that keen
on the scheme but | think
there’s been far, far too
much emphasis placed on
the high-income earners,”
he told the ABC’s Insiders.
Mr Abbott on Monday also
issued a warning to two in-
coming crossbench, Family
First’s Bob Day and Liberal
Democrat David Leyonhjelm,
who reports say are planning
to oppose the government’s
bid to dump Labor’s final
round of income tax cuts,
which were part of compen-
sation for the carbon tax.
“The Liberal Democrats will
never vote for an increase
in taxes and, therefore, we
won’t vote to reverse a tax
cut,” Mr Leyonhjelm told
The Australian.

Mr Abbott said he’d like
nothing more than to be able
to give another “swift round
of tax cuts” but the fiscal po-
sition made that difficult.
“Obviously we’re going to
talk respectfully to the cross-
bench senators,” he told re-
porters in Ottawa, Canada.
“But we also expect them to
respect the fact the govern-
ment has a job to do . . . to
bring the budget back under
control as well as to repeal
the carbon tax.”

Without the carbon tax there
was “much less need” for
associated compensation,
he said. The tax-free thresh-
old has already increased
from $6000 fo $18,200 and
Labor planned to further lift
it to $19,400 as part of its
carbon tax compensation.
Meanwhile, Opposition Lead-
er Bill Shorten will capitalise
on Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott’s absence overseas and
launch a blitz of marginal
seats to highlight the broken
promises in the budget that
will push up the costs of liv-
ing for families.

In a sign of Labor’s growing
confidence following an ex-
traordinary budget backlash,
Mr Shorten will visit marginal
seats in Melbourne, Sydney
and Brisbane.

Hockey argues his budget is fair

TREASURER Joe Hockey
has rejected criticism his
budget is unfair, saying the
government must “reward
the lifters and discourage
the leaners”.

But his message will be
challenged by Labor when
Opposition Leader leader
Bill Shorten renews his at-
tack on the coalition gov-
ernment’s “unfair cuts” at
a welfare conference on
Thursday.

Too many Australians rely
on government payments,
Mr Hockey told the Sydney
Institute on Wednesday
night.

The government will this
year spend $6000 on wel-
fare, on average, for every
person in the nation.

“Give that only around 45
per cent of the population
pays income tax, the aver-

age taxpayer must pay more
than twice this amount in
tax to fund welfare expen-
diture,” he said.

“The average working Aus-
tralian ... is working over
one month full time each
year just to pay for the wel-
fare of another Australia.”
Mr  Hockey questioned
whether this was fair.

“It should not be taboo to
question whether everyone
is entitled to these pay-
ments,” he said.

Some two per cent of tax-
payers paid more than a
quarter of all income tax.
“Maybe these taxpayers
would argue that the tax
system is already unfair,”
Mr Hockey said.

Several of the govern-
ment’s budget measures,
including a $1 GP visit

Corruption watchdog given Palmer papers

ALL dealings Clive Palmer
has had with the Newman
government will be forward-
ed to the state’s corruption
watchdog.

Deputy Premier Jeff Seeney
hasn’t made a formal com-
plaint and says it will be up
to the Crime and Miscon-
duct Commission (CMC) to
assess if the federal politi-
cian acted inappropriately.
Mr Seeney said the mining
magnate sought preferen-
tial treatment for his coal
projects in 2012, which
were rejected.

Newly released documents
suggesting that in early
2013, Mr Palmer offered
to drop three legal cases
against the government if it
approved his rail line in the
untapped Galilee Basin.
“That’s just crazy stuff and
I told him so,” Mr Seeney
said.

He says staff were gather-
ing all correspondence his
office and the government
have had with the business-
man and will be giving it all
to the CMC.

The deputy premier may
have breached laws by sit-
ting on a possible claim of
official misconduct for so
long.

“At the time, we were a new
government, we were about
creating jobs for Queen-

slanders,” he said.

“l conceded that (that | had
an obligation to report).
“With the benefit of hind-
sight given the way Clive
Palmer has gone, it proba-
bly would have been better
not to try to deal with him.”
Labor’s Yvette D’Ath says
if the allegations are genu-
ine, the government was
required report to the CMC
any suspicions of miscon-
duct at the time.

“They need to come out
and say why they are now
coming out and doing it two
years later,” Ms D’Ath said.
Mr Palmer says Mr Seeney
and Premier Campbell New-
man have made up the al-
legations, and want to hurt
him because he’s suing the
premier for defamation.

He warned Mr Seeney’s de-
ceitful actions could land
him in legal hot water.

“It’s a criminal act to refer
an allegation to the CMC
which you know to be un-
true,” Mr Palmer told AAP
on Tuesday.

“The sooner he’s thrown
out of parliament the bet-
ter.”

Mr Palmer declared all out
war with LNP not long after
Mr Newman became pre-
mier, and he threw in his
life membership in Novem-
ber2012.

co-payment, changes to
jobless benefits, a higher
pension age and deregula-
tion of university fees have
been criticised as unfair.
But Mr Hockey said the
criticism has “drifted to the
1970s class warfare lines”
and his budget was about
equal opportunity, not
equality of outcome.

“Our duty is to help Austra-
lians to get to the starting
line, while accepting that
some will run faster than
others,” he said.

“We must reward the lifters
and discourage the lean-
ers.”

Mr Shorten will tell an Aus-
tralian Council of Social
Services conference in
Brisbane on Thursday the
coalition’s budget puts big
business ahead of individu-
als.

He will accuse the govern-
ment of allowing multi-na-
tional firms to evade tax in
Australia.

“This lax approach to tax
evasion is especially gall-
ing at a time when the gov-
ernment is making cruel
and unfair cuts to our pen-
sioners, our schools and
our hospitals,” he will say.
Mr Hockey conceded eco-
nomic measures like con-

sumer confidence had
taken a hit following the
budget.

“That is entirely predict-
able,” he told ABC radio on

Thursday.
The budget’s focus is
implementing  structural

change to the economy to
create jobs, he said.

“You will see over time that
we will deliver on a stron-
ger economy,” he said.
“Baring any exceptional
circumstances, things are
going to get better.”
Shadow treasurer Chris
Bowen said Mr Hockey had
a “massive credibility prob-
lem”.

“It was a pretty pathetic at-
tempt to defend a pathetic
budget,” he told ABC radio.
Mr Hockey is introducing
a “massive social welfare
scheme” through the paid
parental leave program
contradicting his rhetoric
about reducing govern-
ment handouts, Mr Bowen
said.
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ONE WEEK LEFTTO APPLY FOR UP TO$250 OFF

YOUR ENERGY BILLS IN 2013-14

NSW households could
be receiving up to $250
to help manage their
energy bills with one
week left to apply for the
2013-14 Family Energy
Rebate.

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes MP is
calling on eligible fami-
lies to take advantage
of the energy assistance
on offer, with an online
application form making
it easy for households
to apply and receive the
Rebate.

“The money is there, the
funding for assistance is
available, and | urge eli-
gible families to submit
their application for the
2013/14 financial year
by 5pm on Friday, 13
June,” Mr. Brookes said.
“The process to apply
for the Rebate has never
been easier The new
online application form
means it only takes two
minutes for busy house-
holds to apply.

“Under the scheme, the
Liberals and Nationals
Government  provides
eligible families with de-
pendent children $125
to help cover the cost of
their energy bills.

“More than 540,000
families across NSW are
eligible to receive the
Rebate as a credit on
their electricity bill.”

Mr. Brookes said the
Government increased
the Rebate from $15 to
$125 on 1 July 2013,
and will be increasing it
further to $150 in 2014-
15.

“The Family Energy

Rebate is available to
households who current-
ly receive the Common-
wealth Government’s
Family Tax Benefit A or
B,” he said.

“Ifalso eligible to receive
the NSW Government’s
Low Income Household
Rebate, households
could be saving up to
$250 off their energy
bills.

To be eligible for the
2013-2014 Family En-
ergy Rebate, you must:

- Be a NSW resident,
and

- Be eligible for the Fed-
eral Government’s Fam-

ily Tax Benefit A or B
at any time during the
2012-2013 financial
year, and have received
a relevant payment; and
 Be an account holder of
an electricity retailer, or
a long-term resident of a
caravan or mobile home
park and whose name
appears on the electric-
ity account for supply to
herihis principal place of
residence.

To apply online, head
to www.resourcesand-
energy.nsw.gov.aulinfol
familyenergyrebate or
call Service NSW on 13
77 88.

MOTORISTS IN EAST HILLS AND
BANKSTOWN URGED TO PROVIDE
FEEDBACK ON REGO CHANGES

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes MP has
urged motorists in East
Hills and the greater
Bankstown area to have
their say on the biggest
proposed changes to
light vehicle registration
in NSW in 90 years.
Major changes to car
registration include in-
centives to encourage
motorists to choose ve-
hicles with high safety
standards were release
last week for public
feedback.

“We’ve been making
common sense chang-
es to make life easier
for motorists including
abolishing the old stick-
ers, enabling rego re-
newal online with easy
apps, rewarding good
drivers with a 50 per
cent discount and the
new ten year licence.
“Now we’re looking at
adjusting the way we
charge registration fees
for the first time since
the system was intro-
duced in 1924.

“The system was based
solely on a weight scale
now we’re proposing to
fact in other indicators
namely safety accord-

ing to the ANCAP rating
system.

“Motorists in East Hills
shopping for a new car
would then have incen-
tives to pick a safer,
cleaner model to help
reduce their rego costs.
“I encourage people
to take a look at the
proposed changes at
http:/iwww.transport.
nsw.gov.aulengage-
mentivehicle-registra-
tion-initiatives

“We’ll be seeking feed-
back from motorists
until 24 July.

“The new pricing mod-
el would apply to new
cars and the changes
would also have flow
on effects for new mo-
torcycles, caravans and
light trailers,” Glenn
Brookes said.

“It’s staggering to con-
sider road crashes cost
the NSW community
more than $5 billion per
year.

“Encouraging  motor-
ists in the market for a
new car to choose saf-
er vehicles will help to
lower this trend,” Glenn
Brookes said.

MEDIA: JIM DANIEL -
0408 461 952

Rogue Frankston MP Geoff Shaw suspended from Vic-

torian Parliament

ROGUE Frankston indepen-
dent Geoff Shaw has been
thrown out of Parliament
until September, with MPs
slamming him for “trash-
ing” the house and being a
“rorter”.

But in another insult to
hardworking Victorians, Mr
Shaw intends to spend any
enforced absence from Par-
liament campaigning for his
own re-election.

While doing so he would live
off a healthy six-figure trea-
sure chest of publicly funded
entitlements he would have
lost had he been expelled.
After a day that saw abuse
hurled across the Legislative
Assembly as MPs debated
Mr Shaw’s future, Premier
Denis Napthine eventually
won his bid to suspend the
renegade member at 8.30pm
last night.

Labor lost its bid to expel Mr
Shaw after former speaker
Ken Smith — who had pre-
viously pledged “I want him
out” — refused to cross the
floor, instead sticking with
his Liberal colleagues.
Under the suspension un-
til September 2, Mr Shaw
will be stripped of 11 days’
pay, banned from taxpayer-
funded travel and forced to
apologise.

Opposition MPs described
the suspension as “weak”,
as soft as “fairy floss” and
purely motivated by a des-
peration to avoid a damag-
ing by-election.

Mr Shaw was slammed as a
“rorter” several times dur-
ing four hours of mudsling-
ing.

But the tired-looking Frank-
ston MP failed to enter the
Lower House during the de-
bate and did not even vote
on his own future.

Coalition sources now say
they do not expect him to
apologise, which would re-
sult in his expulsion in three
months anyway.

Deputy Premier Peter Ryan
claimed success, saying the
Government had achieved its
two goals this week, passing
the Budget and dealing with
Mr Shaw.

“The ball is now very
squarely with Mr Shaw, the
Parliament has made its de-
cisions and Mr Shaw is well
aware that come the second

of September he faces the
prospect of more dire con-
sequences than those that
have been case upon him
now,” he said.
Opposition Leader Daniel
Andrews said Dr Napthine
had decided “not to punish
Mr Shaw but to protect him”.
“Make no mistake he is a
rorter, he is protected by
Denis Napthine, that is the
great sadness of tonight,”
he said.
During the debate, avowed
Shaw enemy Mr Smith, who
investigated the MP’s rorting
after the Sunday Herald Sun
revealed he had misused his
taxpayer funded fuel card
and car for his hardware
business, said he had spo-
ken to several whistleblow-
ers.
“The member for Frankston
has trashed the reputation of
this Parliament over the past
3.5 years,” Mr Smith said.
He said however, the sus-
pension — which would
allow Mr Shaw back if he
apologised and paid his
$6838 fine — would avoid a
by-election that could cost
taxpayers about $350,000.
Mr Shaw told the Herald Sun
that he believed he was mis-
led by Dr Napthine about po-
tential punishment he faced.

“Last week before | went
on radio he (Dr Napthine)
said he would not bring this
motion on this week or the
following sitting week,” he
said.

“l said it’s not good enough
that you can’t guarantee that
Frankston (will) be repre-
sented. | lost confidence in
him.”

Sources close to the MP
have indicated he is likely
to campaign while on sus-
pension, as he would not be
banned from working in his
electorate.

Mr Andrews said Mr Shaw’s
behaviour was “why we
(MPs) are regarded as for the
public purse, instead of the
public good”.

Mr Andrews on wednes-
day peppered Dr Napthine
with questions inferring Mr
Shaw would received up to
$163,000 in salary and en-
titlements while suspended.
He said this was not a “gold-
en handshake” but a “golden
bear hug”.

But Dr Napthine said for
each of the 11 days Mr Shaw
would be suspended, he
would lose $386 of income.
Mr Ryan said Mr Shaw had
been cleared of any crime,
so it would be difficult to
sack him on the spot.

ABBOTT GOVERNMENT SLAMS
DOOR ON FAMILY REUNIONS

Tony Abbott and the Liberal
Government have delivered
a cruel blow to our part of
Sydney by closing the door
on low and middle-income
earners ever bringing their
parents to Australia.

As part of 2014-15 Budget,
the Government announced
the abolition of non-contrib-
utory parent visas encom-
passing the following visa
subclasses:

- Parent visa (103)

- Aged parent visa (804)

- Aged dependent relative
(114 and 838)

- Remaining relative (115
and 835

- Carer visa (116 and 836)
Federal Labor Member for
Watson, Tony Burke said
this decision will mean
there is no way of bringing
parents to Australia, unless
families can fork out up to
$125,000.

“We live in one of the most
multicultural parts of Aus-
tralia. One of the most com-
mon stories | hear is of peo-
ple migrating to Australia
for a better life and wanting
the opportunity to have their
parents join them here,” Mr
Burke said.

“Without any consultation
the Abbott Government has
effectively ended family mi-
gration to Australia unless
you are rich and can afford
to pay the $125,000 your
parents can join you and if
you are not, you’ll never live
with your parents again”.

“It is a vicious cut. An unfair
and cruel move by a Gov-
ernment that is completely
out of touch with modern
Australia,” Mr Burke said.
The Labor Opposition will
continue to stand up for our
multicultural communities
and fight this unfair move.
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Tony Abbott raises worldwide tax issue

On hand: Prime Minister Tony Abbott is attended in New York by ambassador Kim Beazley. Photo: Andrew

Meares

Prime Minister Tony Abbott. Photo: Andrew Meares

America is still the great-
est country on earth but
should view the rise of
China as a compliment
rather than as a threat,
Tony Abbott has coun-
selled on his first visit to
the US as Prime Minister.
The moral gee-up came
as he prepares to meet US
President Barack Obama
in Washington this week
in talks expected to cover
defence, security, eco-
nomic and environmen-
tal issues - including
potentially their differing
views on the need for a
co-ordinated response to
climate change.

Mr Abboit believes the
answer to global warm-
ing is for countries to
do what is best for them,
arguing there is no point

“clobbering” the econo-
my.

Mr Obama has recently
stepped up his response
promising a 30 per cent
reduction in coal-fired
emissions by 2030 in the
US and proposing to use
US leadership to secure
co-ordinated global ac-
tion.

In direct contrast to Mr
Abbott’s position, Mr
Obama recently said that
if there was one thing he
could do to curb global
warming it would be to
put a price on carbon and
then let polluters figure
out a way of minimising
their costs.

But there is more than
climate change on this
week’s agenda.

Speaking to an Ameri-

can Australian Business
Association luncheon in
Manhattan on Tuesday,
Mr Abbott flagged using
Australia’s  presidency
of G20 this year to push
for tougher co-ordinated
global tax laws to stop
companies shifting prof-
its to low-tax jurisdic-
tions while they book
their costs in higher tax
countries such as Aus-
tralia.

Hammering his now-
familiar “open for busi-
ness” theme, Mr Abbott
explained the economic
and philosophical
derpinnings of his recent
budget, admitting it had
made the government
more unpopular but of-
fering the largely political
justification that it was
“better to be tough in
your first budget than in
your last”.

“There’s been a political
cost, of course, but we
have refused to put short-
term popularity ahead of
long-term respect,” he
said.

In a message to multina-
tional companies such as
the digital technology gi-
ants of the computer age,
most of which started in
America, Mr Abbott said
it was time they paid their
share of taxation.

“We need global tax rules
to ensure that businesses
pay tax in the countries

un-

where they earn revenue
and we need financial
system and energy sys-
tem governance that bet-
ter reflects the changing
balance of economic
power,” he said.

Mr Abbott told the gath-
ering of powerful entre-
preneurs that America’s
short and medium-term
economic outlook was
positive with the econo-
my retooling for a manu-
facturing revival and a fu-
ture secured by the fact
that America remains
“the world’s greatest
source of ideas”.

He said its fate was also
greatly improved because
itwas moving towards en-
ergy self-sufficiency due
to that creativity and to
“the serendipity of shale
gas. America’s energy
vulnerability is lessening
and its economic growth
is at last becoming more
robust,” he said.
Vice-President Joe Biden
is also tipped to be at-
tending the White House
meeting and Mr Abboit
has secured meetings
with other key players,
including US Federal Re-
serve chief Janet Yellen
and UN Secretary-Gener-
al Ban Ki-moon.

The speech was Mr Ab-
bott’s first opportunity
to speak to US and Aus-
tralian business leaders
about the opportunities
for investors in Austra-
lia and an opportunity to
meet critics of his gov-
ernment head-on with
the PM listing some of
his achievements.

These included environ-
mental approval of about
half a trillion dollars of
projects and progress to-
wards the so-called “one-
stop-shop” approach for
environmental approvals.
There were also free trade
agreements with Japan
and Korea and another
imminent with China as
well as 100 major foreign
investment proposals.

Thousands rally in Vic over federal budget

THOUSANDS of protest-
ers have marched through
the Melbourne city centre
demanding the federal
government abandon its
tough budget cuts.

Led by unionists and con-
structionworkers, the crowd
blocked traffic outside
Trades Hall before march-
ing to parliament house on
Thursday morning.

They chanted “No ifs,
no buts, we’ll stop these

budget cuts” as they
marched.
“Comrades, we need to

fight back from this bud-
get. They say cut back,
we say fight back,” Mari-
time Union of Australia
Victorian secretary Kevin
Bracken said.

Rally organisers said the
column of protesters that
arrived at Spring Street,
outside parliament house,
stretched as far as Bourke
Street, more than one kilo-
metre away.

Construction, Forestry,

Mining and Energy Union
national secretary Michael
O’Connor said the federal
coalition government was
attacking jobs.

“We have never before
seen a government try to
destroy the jobs of Austra-
lians like this government
has,” he told the crowd.
“They are trying to change
our commitment to a fair
go, our commitment to
justice,
right to organise. They
think they are going to get
away with it. We say they
ain’t”

United Voice Victorian
secretary Jess Walsh said
workers were angry.
“We’re angry at a govern-
ment that wants to make
us work harder and work
longer for less money and
we are here today because
we deserve better, and we
are here on the streets
with you today because
we are ready to fight,” she
said.

our democratic

NSW Labor ramps up attacks on power sale

THE NSW opposition is
ramping up its attacks on
the state’s planned power
sell-off, accusing Premier
Mike Baird of trying to
“con” the public.

The government an-
nounced on Tuesday that
it had approved a plan to
sell publicly-owned net-
work assets by 2016 and
pump the forecast $20 bil-
lion proceeds into major
infrastructure - including
a second Sydney Harbour
rail crossing.

Mr Baird has promised to
take the plan to the March
2015 election to gain a
mandate, while unions and
state Labor have vowed to
fight the issue all the way
to polling day.

Opposition Leader John
Robertson accused Mr
Baird of trying to “con” the
public over the sell-off.
“Mike Baird has simply
put forward an infrastruc-
ture mirage that will come
at the cost of every family
across NSW through their

electricity bills.”

Labor claims power prices
will rise after privatisa-
tion and says public sec-
tor jobs could be lost as
a result of the loss of an-
nual dividends from the
network.

“The more than $1 billion
the state currently re-
ceives from the electricity
network that it reinvests
to fund essential services
like our hospitals, nurses,
schools, teachers, police
and infrastructure
now be lost,” Mr Robert-
son said.

Mr Baird will continue
spruiking the plan on
Wednesday with a visit to
Bankstown to talk about
planned new train infra-
structure.

The government has also
promised to spend the
money from the power
sale on hospitals, schools
and roads.

There has been $6 billion
earmarked for regional
NSW.

will
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