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$588
inc GST,
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2400 cm wide

We provide standard and custom designed
wardrobes in affordable prices with 15 years

written guarantee.

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Visit our showroom at 54 Canterbubry Road, Bankstown e« OPEN 7 DAYS

Ph 9796 1022 Fax 9796 3355

www.impressivewardrobes.com.au
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IMPRESSIVE BUILT-IN
WARDROBES

Custom design to suit your needs at FACTORY PRICES
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3600 cm wide

Safety mirrors, federation, heritage, craft wood,
specialised in hinged and sliding solid timber and

polyurethane doors.

10 YEARS GUARANTEE

pp: 255003 / 09613

Melbourne: unit 1, 28 Glasgow Av, Reservoir VIC 3073, Tel/Fax:(03)94604281
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TONY FRANCIS QUALITY MEATS
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26 Good Street Granville 2142 - Tel; 96371759 Fax: 96371294
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EASY TRAINING SOLUTIONS
Attain your skills... the EASY way
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
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*Registered Training Organisation
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M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 02 9897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711
Suite 4 / 6 McFarlane St, Merrylands NSW 2160

info@easytrainingsolutions.com.au
www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au




middle

Page 2 Saturday 29 March 2014 ..I.”HEEHALD,’ YorE I3 Y4 Y inaa

-k el

Spiritu&er @ o
Mr. KANJOU|  sailf fiuws

An international African spiritual healer and
clairvoyant with 20 years experience inherited from
family with a very good reputation of helping people
all over the world. I strongly believe i can solve your
problems in the quickest way; éven If you have been
let.down by other people
i Ldnfluence, blockage,
unknown deseases;Or ¢ .-—J Inhappy situation, sexual

JUST ONE PHONE CALL GIVE YOU

> ALL THE HAPPINESS YOU DESERVE
problem, bad luck, business matters, black magic, 1 FOR LIFETIME
exams, court Unhappy marriage, relationship STRESS AND DEPRESSION ETC.
problems.... Hesitate to call; CALL ON
Mr. KANJO 901 564 PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 0406 281 985
. . . 100% GUARANTEED
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jil]ﬁ WATEHDIINE

ABN: 85 806 130 998

o415 620 150

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd
Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel : 02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email: bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

£ Finess 20L From $98
=M Apco 20 L $110
Taubmans Endure 5L $165

Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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Ewvery IPS Security employee confributes to owur
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security requires. gualified applicants for a vanety of
positions all owver the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must

= |Hold a first Aid certificate

= Be reliable

We have the following security posifions available;
Crowd Comnirol
(Events)

- e
- Lt B e L

i i - -
Addg diles TIPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your cument emiployer? Broken
promises, lack of respect. no appreciatton? s time for
change!
At IPS Security we value cur employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company. we're ahvays looking for

B ol ol 1w e e

= Hold a current Viclorian Security Licence
= Hawve dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
= Speak fluent English

= Hawve excellent presentaticn

=  Awailable T days/nighis

Static positions

Patrol positions
We hawve full time, part fime and caswal positions

available.
Previous Applicants nesd not apply
Mo recruitment companies

Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employvmentfipssecurity.com.au

dutke S 1 B gt
JI.I.HL: ol
Audlio

kdk
Adgage s s
-daalt g day

JalaZt B Gulams
A

&ﬁ?

Jaadi

Global YNarble Australin

S g pad (A O guabais|
b.a.ilg el.?).ll ar]

‘_gé S
dlalall

Al et 9
23 Cann St Guildford NSW 2161
Ph: 02 9681 6520 Mob: 0414 394 675
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9/ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
4 Registered Migration Agent

MARN; 1174229
FOR ALL ENQUIRIES

. \! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation

) Email; delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

39 Cilaleatty dgkaidly 7 g 001 al po quvedey o .

*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage

Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 : @yl ke Jhaidh

5 a1 5 g ok 3 gt C%Mlan it o B @SS | et
0413805930 : 1 ke ptbnlf B3 kgl

il - "
Addg daled IPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for -
change! IPS uh-'l
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for a Securi t}i’
refiable, well spoken and well presented indniduals.
Ewvery IPS Security employese contributes fo our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputafion for i.uﬁ'
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of " y
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be M'IMI Lﬁ
suitable fo join our feam you must: -
» Hold a first Aid cerfificate gt n,-l_-lll-T
= Hold a curment Victorian Security Licence L" ﬂbb
= Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty - ) .
= Speak fluent English Jhij Hh#
= Hawe excellent presentation sﬂl‘: T'I 3&1 ﬂ'
Be reliable P S TR
\We hawe the following security positions available; JMH- S bl |
Crowd Control .
(Events) Al Ll
= REA ceriificate
= Available T daysinights
Static positions $eksk
_ Patrol positions )
We hawve full time, part time and casuwal positions & = s
available. L ARl o
Previous Applicants need not apply o
Ho recruitment companies skl A Has
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-105 g T
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627  <iaddl b sy
1 Emiil: employment@lipssecurity.com.au r
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Independent MP Geoff Brock brings Labor home in SA election

Independent MP Geoff Brock and State Premier Jay Weatherill walk to a press conference in Adelaide to

announce Mr Brock’s support of the Labor Party to form government. Picture: Calum Robertson Source:

News Corp Australia

LABOR will form a minor-
ity government in South
Australia, with Indepen-
dent kingmaker Geoff
Brock ending a week of
speculation by throw-
ing support behind Jay
Weatherill in exchange
for a promised Cabinet
position.

Mr Brock said he made the
decision following news
that fellow independent
MP Bob Such was hos-
pitalised yesterday and
would be on sick leave for
up to two months. Despite
the Liberal Party receiving
53 per cent of the state-
wide two-party-preferred
vote last Saturday and
acknowledging his own
electorate is a “conserva-
tive” seat, Mr Brock said
he made the deal with Mr
Weatherill in a bid to have
a “stable” government.
He acknowledged that
there would be voter
backlash against his de-
cision.

“I've done this, I've put
my political aspirations
(and) future, maybe, on
the line,” Mr Brock said.
“My electorate has always
been a conservative elec-
torate — that’s fine. | have
taken voters from both
. major parties. | would
hope | have their contin-
ued trust to do the best |
can, not only for my elec-
torate, but also for South
Australia.

“We have a democratic

system. It’s not always
the person you want — or
the government you want
— to get in. But we have
a democratic system in
Australia: Let’s be proud
of that.”

Mr Brock said he would
take up Labor’s offer for
him to become regional
development
His vote of support gives
Labor, which won 23 of
the A1 seats in the lower
house, the ability to form
a minority government.
Upon news of Dr Such’s
illness, Mr Weatherill trav-
elled to Port Pirie to woo
Mr Brock last night.

The deal struck was be-
tween Mr Brock and Mr
Weatherill — not the La-
bor Party, which secures
his position as leader af-
ter speculation that the
Right faction may move
against him.

Mr Weatherill said the
deal would also strength-
en Labor’s credentials in
regional areas.

“The inclusion of Mr
Brock in our cabinet will
allow us to add a strong
voice for regional South
Australia,” Mr Weatherill
said.

Liberal leader Steven Mar-
shall said Labor had no
mandate to rule, but ruled
out trying to work with Mr
Brock to block govern-
ment policies.

“Labor has no man-
date whatsoever. They

minister.

dropped their vote, they
dropped three seats, lost
three ministers at this
election,” Mr Marshall
said.

“l think it will be a very
interesting time. Obvious-
ly, we’ve got to hold the
government to account.
But we don’t obstruct the

operation of the House
(of Assembly). We want
to get this state back on
track.”

He said he respected Mr
Brock’s decision, but said
his electorate in Frome
would be largely disap-
pointed by his support for
Labor.

“Obviously it’'s a very
disappointing  position
from our perspective, but
nevertheless the decision
has now been made,” he
said.

“I spoke to Geoff several
times yesterday, right
through to midafternoon.
He made it very clear that
he was making a decision
mid next week. Clearly
something has changed.
“He left me a message
just before the press con-
ference, and he made it
clear that he thought that
this was the best outcome
for South Australia.”

Infrastructure committee will deliver: MP

A NEW powerful cabinet
committee to be overseen
by Prime Minister Tony
Abbott will be used to
drive infrastructure proj-
ects across Australia, and
particularly in NSW, the
government says.

Mr Abbott’s role as the
sub-committee’s chair
will give his office a role
in the assessment of in-
frastructure projects and
supports his goal to be
known as an “infrastruc-
ture prime minister”.
Other members include
Treasurer Joe Hockey, In-
frastructure Minister War-
ren Truss and Assistant
Infrastructure Minister Ja-
mie Briggs.

The committee will have
the same status as the
government’s
expenditure review com-
mittee.

It will look at proposals
from state governments
and the private sector
and “put an emphasis on
getting things done”, Mr
Briggs said.

powerful

“It will have reporting
mechanisms to ensure
that we are getting things
done more quickly than
they have been in the
past,” he told ABC radio
on Monday.

“It won’t just be about an-
nouncements, it will be
about delivery.”

Asked why there was a
need for the new com-
mittee and whether the
coalition just wanted to
be seen to be doing more
on Mr
Briggs said “government
is about emphasis in a lot
of ways”.

“And the emphasis of this
government is on building
the infrastructure of the
21st century,” he said.
“Ultimately if you’ve got
the single focus of the
prime minister, the trea-
surer, and the relevant
ministers in the infra-
structure portfolio, it’s
got to be a good thing for
the future of our economy
and the future of our peo-
ple.”

infrastructure,

Minister defends PNG’s block-
ing of Manus inquiry

Immigration Minister
Scoit Morrison has de-
fended Papua New Guin-
ea’s moves to torpedo a
judicial inquiry into hu-
man rights inside the
Manus Island detention
centre.

On Sunday Mr Morrison
said he had been kept
abreast of the PNG gov-
ernment’s plan to stymie
the inquiry, initiated by
former human rights law-
yer Justice David Can-
nings, after the death of
Iranian asylum seeker
Reza Barati.

Fairfax Media revealed on
Sunday that PNG Foreign
Minister Rimbink Pato
had sought the blessing
of the Abbott government
to hold up the progress
of the Cannings inquiry
and prevent lawyers and
medical doctors not reg-
istered in PNG from tak-
ing part.

Papua New Guinea’s Su-
preme Court temporarily
halted the inquiry but, in
another twist on Sunday,
Justice Cannings imme-
diately launched another
inquiry and granted ac-
cess to the centre to NSW
barrister Jay Williams.

Mr Williams, who is act-
ing on behalf of 15 of the
1300 asylum seekers at
the centre, has spent the
past two days taking af-
fidavits from them.

He is expected to be
back at the centre, when
the PNG government will
move to shut down the
second inquiry.

The matter is one of ut-
most sensitivity for both
countries after Justice
Cannings led journalists
into Manus on Friday.
Asylum seekers in the
camp claimed Mr Barati
had been repeatedly hit
in the head before falling
down metal stairs.

In a statement to Fair-
fax Media, Mr Morrison
said: “Minister Pato has
kept me informed of the

Papua New Guinea gov-
ernment’s response to
the Canning and other
relayed inquiries. This is
a matter for the PNG gov-
ernment and we support
the actions they consider
are necessary to take,
upon their own initiative,
within their own sov-
ereign jurisdiction and
consistent with their own
constitution.”

Mr Pato had claimed his
counterpart, Foreign Min-
ister Julie Bishop was
also on board with PNG
but the office of Ms Bish-
op, who is now in The
Hague, contradicted him.
“Foreign Minister Julie
Bishop was not consult-
ed about the PNG gov-
ernment response to the
judicial inquiry into the
recent riot on Manus Is-
land, prior to the decision
to challenge the inquiry
through the
a spokeswoman said.
“These are matters for
the PNG government to
resolve through its legal
and parliamentary pro-
cesses.”

Mr Pato has accused the
Cannings inquiry of not
complying with “proper
processes under PNG
law”’.

Australian Greens sena-
tor Sarah Hanson-Young
said the decision to
quash the inquiry follow-
ing Justice Cannings’ de-
cision to allow the media
access to the detention
centre “smells fishy”.

“It looks dodgy and
smacks of desperation,”
Ms Hanson-Young told
reporters in Canberra.
Labor senator Penny
Wong said the matter was
one for PNG but she re-
newed calls for the inves-
tigation into Mr Barati’s
death to be transparent.
“We are appropriately
pressing the government
for some transparency
on these matters,” Sena-
tor Wong said.

courts,”
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Pyne says SA Labor govt

“illegitimate”

Liberal Minister Christopher Pyne has branded the new Labor
government in SA as “illegitimate”. Source: AAP

FEDERAL minister Chris-
topher Pyne has branded
the new Labor govern-
ment in his home state
of South Australia as “il-
legitimate” and claims the
state electoral commis-
sion’s boundaries favour
the ALP.

“Jay Weatherill’s govern-
ment is an illegitimate
government,” he told re-
porters in Canberra on
Monday.

Mr Pyne said the Liberals
had achieved 53 per cent
of the two-party preferred
vote in the March 15 state
election.

Despite this, the final
count gave Labor 23
seats, the Liberals 22
while two being held by
independents.

Mr Pyne argued this
showed the electorate
boundaries were drafted
in such a way that Labor
could win the election
with AT per cent of the
vote.

“That needs to be closely
looked at,” he said.
Independent MP Geoff
Brock announced on Sun-
day he would back Labor
to form a minority govern-
ment in South Australia,
more than a week after the
March 15 poll produced a
hung parliament.

In Canberra, federal Labor

MP Amanda Rishworth
said many had written off
Mr Weatherill and Prime
Minister Tony Abbott had
to take some of the blame
for the Liberal loss.

“Tony Abbott just
shrugged his shoulders
when it came to helping
out Holden, when he said
goodbye to those jobs,”
she said.

Government frontbencher
Jamie Briggs said Labor
had retained power in
South Australia without
the majority of the vote and
with the support of a con-
servative independent MP.
“We have seen this show
before and we know how
it ends,” he said.

Mr Briggs said his state
colleagues now needed to
bunker down and hold the
government to account.
“In four years time they
need to present an alter-
native vision for South
Australia and get the ma-
jority of seats, not just the
majority of votes.”
Queensland Liberal MP
Bert van Manen said the
decision was disappoint-
ing.

“At the end of the day we
won 53 per cent of the
primary vote so we need
to have a look at that as
well,” he told reporters in
Canberra.

Paul Howes expected to stand down from union movement

Australia’s highest pro-
file unionist, Paul Howes,
resigned from the union
movement on Monday.
Sources within the Aus-
tralian Workers Union
confirmed on Sunday
night that Mr Howes, its
national secretary, would
announce his departure.

It was not clear if Mr
Howes, who could not
be reached for comment
on Sunday night, would
stand down immediately
or see out the remainder
of his term as head of the
union.

Paul Howes with his fi-
ancee Olivia Wirth before
his National Press club
speech in February.

Paul Howes with his fi-
ancee Olivia Wirth before
his National Press club
speech in February. Pho-
to: Alex Ellinghausen

The AWU national execu-
tive is meeting in Perth
this morning. Mr Howes is
expected to hold a press
conference about11.30am
east coast time after meet-
ing his executive.

He was re-elected its na-
tional secretary only last
year. Mr Howes, 32, is
engaged to Qantas ex-
ecutive Olivia Wirth and
has, since announcing
their relationship, been
unwilling tocomment on
issues relating to the air-
line — where his union has
hundreds of members. Mr
Howes and Ms Wirth will
marry in April.

In September last year,
Mr Howes pulled out of a
bid to take a Senate seat
to be vacated after the
2013 election by former
foreign minister Bob Carr
after hostile reaction from
some Labor MPs.

Mr Howes’ failure to se-
cure pre-selection for the
vacant Senate seat, which
led to him falling out with
his factional ally, former
NSW Labor secretary and
now Seantor Sam Dastyari,
is said to be a key reason
for his disaffection with
the labour movement.

Mr Dastyari, current NSW
Labor Party secretary and

Australia’s highest profile union-

ist, Paul Howes, will resign

Shop, Distributive and Al-
lied (SDA) workers union
national secretary Joe de
Bruyn threw their sup-
port behind former lower
house MP Deb O’Neill,
who re-emerged to take
the Senate seat.

Mr Howes’ relationship
with Mr Shorten, now the
Labor opposition leader,
was damaged after Mr
Shorten switched sup-
port to Mr Rudd before the
2013 federal poll.

The union leader also en-
raged many in the union
movement in  Febru-
ary when he called for a
“grand compact” between
unions and business in a
speech that also created a
political headache for Mr
Shorten.

Mr de Bruyn paid tribute
to Mr Howes work with the
union but said the deci-
sion to go could dent his
future political ambitions.

“l regard him as a person
of enormous potential and
I told him that while he ob-
viously commented on po-
litical affairs, if he stayed
in the trade union move-
ment he would go a long
way,” he said.

“It makes it much harder
for him to get into the
political arena because
he will no longer have a
union base to launch his
career in politics.

“There has been specu-
lation around for a while
[that he could quit] but it
does come as a big sur-
prise to me.”

Federal Education Minister
Christopher Pyne on Mon-
day singled out Mr Howes
for his policy ideas, say-
ing he would be welcome
in the nation’s parliament.
“He certainly has a Ilot

more ideas about the fu-
ture of Australia and what
needs to be done about
policy than the -current
crop of people who rep-
resent the Labor Party in
Canberra,” Mr Pyne told
reporters. “He would be
very welcome here, but
that is a matter for the La-
bor Party.”

Mr Howes has led the
union since 20071 when
Mr Shorten entered Parlia-
ment and is expected to be
replaced by assistant na-
tional secretary Scott Mc-
Dine. He leaves the union
movement as the Abbott
government launches a
royal commission into
union corruption.

DRESS CODE
TEACHERS

The first-ever explicit
Dress Code for more
than 70,000 NSW public
school teachers has been
released today by Minis-
ter for Education Adrian
Piccoli.

“School teachers are part
of a profession — one of
society’s most important
professions — and today
we are outlining an in-
augural Dress Code that
befits their status in the
community,” Mr Piccoli
said.

“While the vast majority
of teachers dress profes-
sionally it is important for
the Department of Educa-
tion and Communities to
detail the dress standards
it expects its staff to fol-
low.”

Mr Piccoli said he knows
teachers and principals
will support the Dress
Code as yet another step
by the NSW Liberal & Na-
tionals Government to en-
hance the status of teach-
ers.

“The Dress Code is the
latest element of our plans
to improve the status of
the profession -- some-
thing we know teachers
care passionately about,”
Mr Piccoli said.

Already the NSW Gov-
ernment has announced
changes that will mean:

- Students entering teach-
ing degrees straight from
school must have at least
three Band 5 results, one
of which is English,;

e Current teachers will
have to gain accredita-
tion from the NSW Board

A FIRST FOR

of Studies, Teaching and
Educational  Standards
(BOSTES);

- All teachers will have
to undertake at least 100
hours of professional
development every five
years; and

. Highly accomplished
teachers will be eligible to
earn more than $100,000
a year by 2016.

The new Dress Code is
supported by principals’
groups who believe it will
increase the esteem in
which teachers are held
by the community.
“Principals have asked
me to provide greater clar-
ity about what is accept-
able. Teachers should not
come to school wearing
t-shirts, rubber thongs
or clothes displaying al-
cohol advertising and we
have made this clear in
the Dress Code,” Mr Pic-
coli said.

“Wearing appropriate
dress helps teachers
maintain respect and
credibility with students,
parents and the broader
community.

“The Dress Code recog-
nises that context is im-
portant. Obviously, what
a teacher might wear for
sports events or metal
work is different to what is
required for parent-teach-
er interviews or an end-
of-year awards ceremony.
For such occasions a suit
and tie, or trousers and
jacket, is more suitable.”
The new code will take
effect at the beginning of
Term 2 this year.
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Former MP Craig Thomson jailed for deception charges

Craig Thomson outside court. Source: News Limited

DISGRACED former MP
Craig Thomson has been
sentenced to three months
in jail on dozens of decep-
tion charges from his use
of Health Services Union
funds to pay for porn and
prostitutes.

Thomson received a 12
month sentence, with nine
months suspended.
Magistrate Charlie
Rozencwajg told Thomson:
“A sentence of imprison-
ment is the only appropri-
ate disposition”.

Mr Rozencwajg told Thom-
son his offences “exhibited
a brazen arrogance and a
sense of entitlement”, that
were “driven by greed and
selfishness”.

“Though the sum of money
involved may not be the
largest, you were in a posi-
tion of trust, to work for your
members,” Mr Rozencwajg
told Thomson.

It comes five years after
allegations he siphoned
hundreds of thousands of
dollars of Health Service
Union funds for personal
use were first made public.
Whistleblowers Kathy
Jackson and Marco Bolano
are in court to watch Thom-
son’s sentencing.

At the centre of the allega-
tions were claims Thom-
son, while head of the HSU,
used members funds to
pay for prostitutes, X-rated
films, travel for his wife and
other personal items.

He persistently denied the
claims, accusing others
of using his union issued
credit cards and arguing he
was the victim of an elabo-
rate setup by union rivals.
In an impassioned speech
to Parliament Thomson hit
out at the media for un-

leashing a “lynch mob”
and talked of “phone clon-
ing” to explain how records
linked his personal mobile
to escorts.

Even after he was charged
with more than 170 offenc-
es in January last year, he
continued to publicly deny
the allegations.

They were denials he had
a hard time convincing the
public were plausible.

He had a harder time prov-
ing it in court.

Mr Rozencwajg last month
found Thomson guilty of 65
dishonesty offences.

He did pay for prostitutes
with union funds.

He did pay for personal ex-
penses.

He did make unauthorised
cash withdrawals.

Now prosecutors want him
jailed, arguing he hasn’t
“uttered one word of re-
morse”.

Handing down his finding
Mr Rozencwajg said he had
no doubt Thomson knew he
didn’t have the authority to
use the cards for non-union
business.

It would be “an affront to
common sense” to believe
spending union money on
escort services fell within
any “grey area”, he said.
During a lengthy contested
hearing dozens of witness-
es gave evidence against
Thomson.

They came under cross-
examination by his lawyer,
prominent QC and former
NSW Supreme Court judge
Greg James.

They almost all agreed
that there were no writ-
ten policies for how union
funds should be used while
Thomson was in charge be-
tween 2002 and 2008.

Craig Thomson with his wife Zoe and daughter Matilda in 2013. Source:
News Limited

But it was widely accepted
that union funds were only
to be used to help mem-
bers.

It was something one for-
mer HSU colleague, Nurten
Ungun, said Thomson had
instructed staff on.

“Mr Thomson told us it was
for work-related expenses,”
Ungun said.

Ungun said Thomson had
once reprimanded her
for using a credit card on
flights and accommodation
for a personal trip.

Ungun said she repaid the
money to the union before
resigning the following
day.

HSU bookkeeper Belinda
Ord said Thomson later
told her to write guidelines
on credit card usage after
another staff member had
signed up to an astrology
service.

Some of the most damning
evidence against Thomson
went unchallenged.

Dozens of statements were
tendered by agreement be-
tween prosecutors and de-
fence counsel, and did not
come under cross exami-
nation.

Among them was one from
a former prostitute who de-
tailed a string of meetings
with Thomson.

“The only times we met was
when he wanted a sexual
service,” Mary Smith said.
Smith, who used the name
Misty while working, said
she met Thomson on a
string of occasions while
she was working at Room
Services Escort agency in
Sydney’s Surry Hills be-
tween 2007 and 2008.

He had introduced himself
as “Craig”, a solicitor from

the Central Coast of New
South Wales.

The only ever met for either
late night or early morning
encounters, and he was not
kinky.

“Sex always occurred on
the bed and he would show-
er before and afterwards,”
she said.

“On the occasions when
Craig and | met as part of
my services he started
by offering me a glass of
champagne.

“From memory he already
had the champagne ready
in the room.”

Ms Smith said she met
Thomson on a number of
occasions before he asked
for her direct number so he
could bypass booking her
through an agency.

She said while she felt un-
comfortable with the prop-
osition, she agreed. They
met on about six occasions,
she said.

“He was a person who |
noticed did not wear a wed-
ding ring and did not speak
of having a wife or whether
he was in any form of com-
mitted relationship,” she
said.

“He was one of three men
who | would have called a
regular client.”

Ms Smith said Mr Thomson
would regularly extend her
booking time, but would
never have sex twice in one
booking.

“This was often just for the
purpose of talking,” she
said.

Ms Smith said after leaving
the sex industry in 2008
she was shocked to see
Thomson denying using
escortson TV.

“It was only after seeing his

appearance on TV ... | rea-
lised the Craig | had been
seeing as an escort is defi-
nitely Craig Thomson the
politician,” she said.

“I was shocked to see this
situation occur but | have
seen him on TV and in the
media deny that he used
the services of prostitutes.
“He is lying. | am in no
doubt that the Craig I per-
former a number of sexual
services for over a period
of time is Craig Thomson
the politician.”

In the fallout of the allega-
tions Thomson lost his
electoral seat of Dobell at
last year’s federal election.
It is just one in a string of
devastating blows to Thom-

son’s life, his lawyer told a
plea hearing last week.

His family had suffered an
endless invasion of privacy
and he had no prospects of
a career.

If Thomson is jailed on
tuesday it is expected his
lawyers will launch an im-
mediate appeal.

If he isn’t, prosecutors have
hinted at their own appeal,
saying anything less than
jail would be “manifestly
inadequate”.

Either way it is unlikely to
be the end of the sordid
Thomson affair with a Fed-
eral Court action on foot
and HSU officials vowing
to try and recover almost
$400,000 from him.

PM Abbott flags deal for Japanese cars

PRIME Minister Tony Ab-
boit says Australia is more
than happy to drop its tar-
iffs on Japanese manufac-
tured goods in exchange
for greater access for farm
exports.

Mr Abbott will visit Japan
next month as part of a
trade mission that will also
take in China and South
Korea.

The prime minister told the
Japanese newswire Nikkei
he was keen to see a free
trade agreement with Ja-
pan finalised as soon as
possible.

Australia imposes a five per
cent tariff on imported Jap-
anese cars, but the decision
by Holden, Ford and Toyota
to progressively close their
plants has forced a rethink

of the policy.

“We are more than happy
to drop tariffs on manufac-
tured imports from Japan,
but we are very much hop-
ing to get a much better
deal on agricultural exports
from Australia,” Mr Abbott
told Nikkei.

“We believe this will be
good for Japan because it
will give them a much wider
range of affordable, high
quality agricultural prod-
ucts.”

Japan imposes a 38.5 per
cent ftariff on Australian
beef, which the Abbott gov-
ernment wants reduced to
19 per cent.

Trade Minister Andrew
Robb was in Japan this
week ahead of the prime
ministerial visit.

Qld premier gets $10,000 pay rise

The Queensland Indepen-
dent Remuneration Tribunal
decided the base salary of
Queensland MPs last Octo-
ber, and on Thursday made
a ruling on additional pay
for office holders.

Mr Newman will get a 21.8
per cent increase to his
annual salary, taking it to
$379,562.

The hike will be back paid
from July 2013.

Mr Newman’s wage is about
$50,000 J/ess than United
States President Barack
Obama, however the tribu-
nal says the premier has a
lot fewer perks.
Remuneration chair, Pro-

fessor Tim Brailsford, says
Mr Newman’s total sal-
ary and additional benefit is
less than the average remu-
neration of a sample of non-
profit chief executives and
at the lower end of the wag-
es paid to directors general
in the public service.
“Further the last 10 years,
the position of the premier
of Queensland has expe-
rienced the second low-
est increase in total salary
in comparison across the
state,” Professor Brailsford
said.

“I would submit that the ra-
tional for the decision mak-
ing has been robust.”
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Sydney Theatre Box Office gl meall A
Address: 22 Hickson Road, Walsh Bay NSW 2000 R " ~

(02) 92501999 | www.sydneytheatre.org.au

Ticketmaster: 1300 723 038 | www.ticketmaster.com.au

Shen Yun Ticketing Office: (02) 9146 4929 (Chi/Eng)
www.WebTicketCenter.com/sydney | info@fdnsw.org

PLEASE NOTE: FOR ALL PERFORMANCES CHILDREN MUST BE AT LEAST FOUR YEARS OF AGE TO BE ADMITTED 0 8
U
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THE ARTS CENTRE THEATRE, MELBOURNE CANBERRA THEATRE, CANBERRA ADELAIDE FESTIVAL THEATRE, ADELAIDE ARTS CENTRE GOLD COAST THE REGAL THEATRE, PERTH
27 - 30 March, 2014 4-5 April, 2014 19-21 April, 2014 24-27 April, 2014 1-4 May, 2014
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