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This Deal Nrmally Cost $130
Now For Xmas Special Only $100

2 Kgs Lamb Diced ity o
2 Kgs Kafta Diced aias (Basc:fsﬁ’; y
2 Kgs Leb Sausages Sl \ §49.90 - /8
5 Kgs Lamb Mince  deg i 0t
1 Kgs Kebbe A das
1 Kgs Steak ol Ly
1 Kgs Aust Sausages  lie
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Currencies Level

AUDUSD 0.9090
AUDEUR 0.6559
AUDGBP 0.5430
AUDJPY 93.67

AUDNZD 1.0721
EURUSD 1.3860
GBPUSD 1.6743
NZDUSD 0.8479
USDJPY 103.06

oAl L e Lidayg LeS Ceat! ylaw
Arab Bank Australia

+/- %

0.0103 1.15%
0.0015 0.23%
0.0056 1.03%
1.7040 1.85%
0.0047 0.44%
0.0127 0.92%
0.0020 0.12%
0.0061 0.72%

0.73 0.71%
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ABN: 85 806 130 998

0415 620 150

Unit 4,

1350 Canterbury Rd

Punchbowl NSW 2196

Tel

: 02 - 9759 3835

Fax: 02 - 9759 7428

email. bargain_warehouse@hotmail.com

oudld Y)h_wi.j
Dulux Wash & Wear

Finess

QY gt 19 (s g )

Ay gt A b

20 L From $98

Apco 20L $110

Taubmans Endure

15 L $165 7

I5L $165
Unit 4, 1350 Canterbury Rd, Punchbowl NSW 2196
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Sub-Category

Category Trucks

Tipper

0431718 387

o0 &

Gearbox and engine Volvo-
M&s body- bissaloy bin.-
Ready to be connected to trailer (available ring fitter).-
Dvd ,Navigation and reverse -camera in great

Make Volvo I T I S A Voo E16.
Model F1639A Good Condition.-
Item Condition Good VO LVO 14 Speed -
Year 1988

Price $45,000*

Colour  WHITE F16 485H P

GCM 81000 condition.-
GVM 26500 . wa e
Registration BK49UR ’

Tarps great condition.-
Very reliable truck...-
3 months rego-

Ready for work....
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

deilons 8 e Park NSW 2143

Spalll (w @Silol asmd
sl yaguaiy Alpkglgd
PETRPSWN SRR NN
0414552715

2 O ke 3218 |galad
Magic Drlvmg School
Jrant Fuslud| Jeid (Witeds

daldl| day ohs ?
Jaladd) B (e g dlolal! 2 9o
Agla 5y - duwulio ylawl - 3lof

0419979499 jiaitt |

Australia Phone cards

alodl gud!

o3 Jhasdd clilha, glodl grar Lyt axgy f

Slasgll dlues balely ddgadf wlillally Sim Cardy [
We will beat or match all prices

We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-G-#i):'-i-l'-' me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 4y m fokl

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au

BG Lic: 185750C
Glass & Glazing
For all your glazing needs
dslially Jiliald Zl2 3l S 5 (0 @SSLZL> sl
[WATN WPIE - FPIE W |
*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
D o @l Dlg>le * Dbyl
oLl SilS pd a0 ol - il § petsh
0408 888 777 sk = Juasl
0404 015 551

(PERFECT INCOMETAX P /L)
ABN: 17 003 994 394

Safwat Arfan - Sayed

Manager
(B. Comm., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)

AW oy das wall Slordlly dustall §1gil QLS audi
Gl plllg 31,05
gl oa) B ) el i 39330 1S1 el
) | yidnd 19 cuuulond | gubanis !
Sl wede
da pall aSSlala Qaedy b
(Bell Tower Centre)

Unit 24 / 191 Parramatta Rd,
Auburn, NSW 2144

Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699

é )

Cgr _Sicll
duted 9 S| oy gaSaad |

B e A adge @y S| ual
il | § s i 9 | s

: AL g ASIH ABoll A 0 gniua

jack ELECTRICAL
Sl (w0 el RIS
sl gl lnaliadlly
; el e gl
0414 983 608

L

AR DIRMING SERIOK0)L
S bt | 3oled @adadd 5 y¥ | dus yue
Blis ol Bl amsall 5)laky
Galudll dad y e Jgaacd! B el
WasSag Aot 3o i 8yl

Alolal) P Bag s lsll B a3y
ol el Zaals jlauw

CECWEODEES  \an

?\

W OZLAVISSAS %

Slonaal) U osl o) );\
Sliomally G 3UM bly gl

Al ol Ol | aober Sbela ol

124 Highland Ave
Yagoona NSW 2199

| Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042 |

L www.alankabout.com

N
OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd

®

BILLY FRANCIS

optionaformwork@yahoo.com.au

Selald! cueg dialf uaS,.‘ K] pS.ﬂ?l? b
(139331 Qlabky ydf 51> ¥ g
ki 3 (g | glica

PH: 02 9709 2267
Fax: 02 9707 3213

Mob: 0410 606 786

\\ Email: safwat@ozmail.com.au /

HASHAM TAILORING

I il ) O Ylona

L Al dalind
ol
gl
ol alle) odw
bl Jsd
e
wlla g g

Gao

s

glaal 22l Jeaduud
dadladly dalod| g2l

Joall By, Aalall B o ... Augyde ylaul
(Grase g4y ) ply) ) el

B O6388 7629 == [ 96838 il
gl Philip S, Parmreametia

Crowne Pleza Hetal
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Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken

change!

they are our business.

Ewvery IPS Security employese contributes fo our

excellence,

suitable fo join our feam you must:
# Hold a first Aid certificate

= Speak fluent English
= Hawve excellent presentation

= Be reliable
We have fhe following security positions available;
Crowd Comntrol
[Evemnts)

= R5A cerificate

=  Ayailable T daysinights
Static positions
Patrol positions
awailable.
Previous Applicants need not apply

Mo recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Mumber: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: Hrﬂwnentd;hnsﬁemntvmm

—

disg Alea TIPS Security

promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for
Al IPS Security we value our employees and know that

As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indniaduals.

continued success-and fo our long-standing reputafion for

IP'S Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be

= Hold a curment Victorian Security Licence
= Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty

We hawve full time, part time and casuwal positions

¢ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
_ % Registered Migration Agent
IPS ad | MARN: 1174229
. . COR ALL ENQUIRIES
& Security \| CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
5:133"‘" b Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
- At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
s ldaia! s experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
- *Permanent Visas
o e *Temporary Visas
<3 *Citizenship
R I.l;l.r- *Visa Cancellation
th-i g Cleds *Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
Akt W Ay | S - . . ”
= L g Gl lg Qlaleatly ddglazedlg 7 19 ol @uul o fubaed pgad
pE . it *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
il *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
ok ok 0457555555 :@8f ke JlaiSl
.u‘l‘é‘! 1 a E-" * * 3 e . - - * *
o 5yl 3 e kit 5 yongl ol yaded o B @SS e ppacnd
*-*"""?ﬂ"'“f; 0413805930 1 1 o ptelf Bly3 Bubgal
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE — 28 February 2014

MANDATORY MINIMUMS
FOR SERIOUS INTOXI-
CATED ASSAULTS

» The NSW Government will
introduce mandatory mini-
mum sentences for serious
drug and alcohol-fuelled
assaults as part of our
comprehensive package of
reforms aimed at changing
our culture and promoting
personal responsibility.

- This package of manda-
tory minimum offences
sends the clearest pos-
sible message that those
who engage in drug or
alcohol-fuelled  assaults
in public will face the full
force of the law.

- All the offences attract-
ing a mandatory minimum
sentence will also include
a two year increase to the
maximum penalty when
the offence is committed
in public by an intoxicated
offender.

- For full details of the pro-
posed laws go to www.
nsw.gov.au.

HISTORIC MURRAY DAR-
LING BASIN AGREEMENT
SIGNED

*Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott and NSW Premier Bar-
ry O’Farrell have signed
the historic Murray Darling
Basin agreements hailing
it as a positive outcome for
NSW and the broader na-
tional interest.

e By signing the Basin
agreements, the NSW
Government has secured
an additional $80 million
funding over the next eight
years for Basin communi-
ties throughout the State.

. Deputy Premier Andrew
Stoner said the funding will
boost water infrastructure
in NSW, including signifi-
cant projects at the Menin-
dee Lakes and in the Nim-
mie Caira area of the lower
Murrumbidgee Valley.

- The funding will not only
benefit NSW, but the entire
Murray-Darling system,
and will help rural and re-
gional communities be
better prepared for future
droughts.

$40 MILLION TO SAFE-
GUARD REGIONAL WA-

TER SECURITY

« Regional infrastructure
projects aimed at promot-
ing water security will re-
ceive $40 million in fund-
ing under a new program,
Water Security for Regions
announced by Deputy Pre-
mier Andrew Stoner.

- Water Security for Re-
gions will offer funding for
projects that improve wa-
ter efficiency or enhance
water security, such as
dam augmentation, pipe-
line and bore works.

- So far, five high priority
projects in regional NSW
have already been iden-
tified to shore up water
supplies in Bourke, Cobar,
Cooma, Forbes and Wilca-
nnia.

- The projects have been
recommended based on
their level of priority and
readiness, and will be
subject to normal assess-
ments including environ-
mental approvals where
appropriate.

FINAL TESTING UNDER-
WAY FOR INNER WEST
LIGHT RAIL EXTENSION

e The Inner West Light
Rail Extension is another
step closer to completion
with all nine new stops
complete, tracks and in-
frastructure ready, and
vehicle testing currently
underway.

- The $1716 million exten-
sion will connect to the ex-
isting light rail service from
Central to Lilyfield, and will
run along the former Ro-
zelle freight rail corridor to
Dulwich Hill.

« The project will provide
an important transport link
for commuters in Sydney’s
Inner West — and is being
delivered on time and on
budget.

- Vehicle testing will con-
tinue in the coming weeks
before passenger services
begin next month, pending
the outcome of the tests.

GETTING SYDNEY MOV-
ING: MORE CLEARWAYS

- The NSW Government’s
drive to get Sydney mov-
ing has progressed to the

next phase with four new
weekend and extended
weekday clearways for
King Georges and Rob-
erts Roads, Lane Cove and
Mona Vale Roads as well
as the Princes Highway
now open for public con-
sultation.

- This is a government that
is getting on with easing
congestion through
mediate measures such
as our $246 million pinch
points program and our
clearways strategy — at the
same time that we are de-
livering vital infrastructure
projects like WestConnex.

- New weekend and ex-
tended weekday clearways
have been proposed for
some of Sydney’s busiest
road corridors to improve
traffic flow, particularly on
weekends when we are
now seeing more than 15
million trips by car across
the city each weekend.

- Clearways can help re-
duce congestion for more
reliable and efficient travel
with improved traffic flow,
reliable travel times for
buses and freight vehicles
and a safer road network.

- To have your say go to
www.transport.nsw.gov.
aulclearways.

AN AUSTRALIAN FIRST:
LANE FILTERING FOR MO-
TORCYCLISTS

« NSW will be the first state
or territory in Australia to
legalise motorcycle lane
filtering which will help
ease road congestion.

- Last year, we held a suc-
cessful trial in Sydney CBD
of motorcyclists being ex-
empt from existing lane fil-
tering laws in an attempt to
ease road congestion and
measure potential safety
issues for other road us-
ers.

As a result of the trial we
will introduce a new law
permitting fully licenced
motorcyclists to legally fil-
ter past stationary vehicles
at intersections when it is
safe to do so.

* Riders will be able to filter
at a speed limit of 30kmih,
but it is important to note

im-

the new law will not apply
to school zones during
hours of operation where
there might be an increase
in pedestrian activity.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
TASKFORCE TO EXAMINE
SENTENCING AND SUP-
PORT

e Minister for Women Pru
Goward has announced
the formation of the Violent
Domestic Crimes Task-
force to examine if current
sentencing options for
perpetrators of domestic
violence are effective, re-
duce recidivism, reflect the
seriousness of the crime,
and reflect community ex-
pectations.

- The Taskforce will also
study whether the current
system provides appropri-
ate support for those re-
porting and witnessing do-
mestic and family violence,
and also the link between
alcohol and domestic vio-
lence.

» How alcohol contributes
to the frequency and se-
verity of domestic violence
is a question we need to
answer. Whether it is vio-
lence on the street, or vio-
lence in the home, a woman
has the right to feel safe.

- Domestic and family vio-
lence is the number one
cause of death and dis-
ability for women under
the age of 40. One woman
on average is killed by her
partner or former partner
every week in this country.
NSW GOVERNMENT
BACKS TAMWORTH -
$7.86 MILLION FOR AIR-
PORT UPGRADES

°The NSW Government has
committed up to $7.86 mil-
lion to support Tamworth
Regional Council’s efforts
to secure a 25-year Aus-
tralian Defence Force con-
tract for new pilot training
facilities at Tamworth Re-
gional Airport.

- We have made the case
for the retention of the Ba-
sic Flying Training School
in Tamworth — the NSW
Government has now put
its money where its mouth

is.

- The NSW Government as-
sistance for infrastructure
upgrades is essential to
ensure the airport’s com-
petitiveness as a location
for the facilities.

- Without the necessary
infrastructure  upgrades,
there is a risk these flight
training services may be
moved out of NSW — we
are determined that does
not happen.

NSW SECURES AUSTRA-
LIAN PREMIERE OF MAT-
ILDA THE MUSICAL

* NSW has secured another
musical and major events
coup, with West End and
Broadway favourite ‘Mat-
ilda The Musical’ to make
its Australian Premiere in
Sydney in 2015.

- The Royal Shakespeare
Company’s stage musical
adaptation of the much-
loved novel by best-selling
author Roald Dahl, Matilda,
will play at the Lyric The-
atre from August 2015.
 Featuring music and lyr-
ics by Australian come-
dian, musician and com-
poser Tim Minchin, Matilda
The Musical is the story of
an extraordinary girl who
dreams of a better life and
dares to take a stand and
change her destiny.

- Matilda The Musical will
be a fantastic addition to
the NSW Events Calendar
and help generate tens of
millions of dollars in eco-
nomic activity by attracting
interstate and international
visitors to Sydney to see
the show.

NEW PEDESTRIAN
BRIDGE FOR MOORE
PARK SPORTS PRECINCT

- A new pedestrian and cy-
cling bridge paying tribute
to Australia’s Anzac and
cricketing history will be
constructed at the Moore
Park sporting precinct with
delivery expected in time
for the 2015 Cricket World
Cup.

« The bridge will span An-
zac Parade and be known
as the Albert (Tibby) Cot-
ter Walkway — named after
the former Australian Test

cricketer who was killed in
action during World War
One.

« This is an important proj-
ecttoimprove safety for the
hundreds of thousands of
spectators and visitors to
our major sporting venues
every year and follows the
delivery of the new Noble
and Bradman Stands at the
Sydney Cricket Ground.

e Moore Park is one of Syd-
ney’s key cultural precincts
with the Sydney Cricket
Ground, Allianz Stadium
and The Entertainment
Quarter attracting almost
1.5 million spectators and
event patrons and up to
350,000 pedestrian and
cyclists annually.
HONOURING OUR VET-
ERANS: UPGRADES TO A
DOZEN WAR MEMORIALS
e Minister for Citizenship
and Communities Victor
Dominello has announced
12 war memorials in towns
and suburbs across NSW
will be upgraded and main-
tained, thanks to NSW Gov-
ernment funding grants.

- The Community War Me-
morials Fund was estab-
lished to help protect and
restore war memorials
across NSW and grant ap-
plications are open twice a
year.

- As we move toward the
start of the Centenary of
Anzac (2014-2018), it is
more important than ever
that we ensure our commu-
nity war memorials stand
proud and strong around
the state.

Inverell, Taree, Thirroul,
Kiama, Woronora, Cowra,
and Belmont are among
the areas to receive the up-
grades.

Follow the NSW Govern-
ment on Twitter @BarryO-
Farrell and

Facebook https:11www.
facebook.comibarryofar-
rellmp

Jim Daniel

Office of Glenn Brookes
mMP

Member for East Hills

20 Revesby Place, Reves-
by NSW 2212

PH: (02) 9772 2774
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DELIVERING FOR OUR COMMUNITIES.:
HELPING IMPROVE ROAD SAFETY IN
BANKSTOWN AND EAST HILLS

Glenn Brookes MP, Mem-
ber foe East Hills ON
TUESday announced a
new $15 million commit-
ment by the NSW Govern-
ment to help fund road
safety officer positions in
local councils across the
State, including the East
Hills Electorate.

Glenn said the Local Gov-
ernment Road Safety pro-
gram will see council of-
ficers receive longer-term
funding for projects that
address road safety is-
sues specific to their local
community.

“The NSW Government is
committed to road safety
and this program supports
the work done by Bank-
stown City Council to ad-
dress the many issues in
our area,” Glenn said.
“Some of the projects run
by local government ad-
dress issues including
speeding on local roads,
drink driving and fatigue.
“Other projects target cor-
rect use and installation of
child restraints, pedestri-
an safety and workshops
on road safety for older
road users.”

“The funding for this pro-
gram is $5 million dollars
a year for 3 years and will
be run by Transport for
NSW’s Centre for Road
Safety.

“The program will be made
available to local Councils
such as Bankstown em-
ploying road safety offi-
cers and delivering local
road safety projects.

“The new $15 million com-
mitment will also allow
councils in NSW who can-
not afford a road safety of-

ficer to have the option of
applying for one-off road
safety projects.

“The work these road
safety officers do within
local councils throughout
metropolitan, regional and
rural NSW is invaluable in
helping to save lives and
change the attitudes of
people using on our roads,
including those in the East
Hills electorate.

“This $15 million for the
Local Government Road
Safety Program is ad-
ditional to other NSW
Government initiatives to
improve road safety in-
cluding: the establishment
of a Traffic and Highway
Patrol command centre
and the record roll out of
flashing lights which will
see every school in NSW
with a set by the end of
2015, ” Glenn said.

The Local Government
Road Safety Program is a
partnership between the
NSW Government and
participating local coun-
cils throughout NSW.

The program currently
funds 16 full- or part-time
road safety officer posi-
tions within 91 NSW coun-
cils.

Road safety officers deliv-
er behavioural and educa-
tional road safety projects
to address local issues.
They are employed under
a 50/50 funding agree-
ment.

Progress reporting will
be made through project
milestone reports and an-
nual evaluation reports,
with continuation of fund-
ing being assessed based
on performance and deliv-
ery of projects.

This new arrangement will
provide certainty of fund-
ing for road safety officer
positions and encour-
age the implementation
of well-planned projects
which can be implement-
ed over three years.
MEDIA: Jim Daniel — 0408
461 952

Abbott confirms trade trip

to North Asia

PRIME Minister Tony
Abbott hopes to make
significant progress on
free trade negotiations
with Japan and China
when he visits North
Asia in early April.

Mr Abbott has confirmed
reports he will visit the
two countries, as well
as South Korea.

The prime minister
says he hopes to for-
mally sign the Australia-
South Korea free trade
agreement - struck late
2013 - during his time in
Seoul.

He also hopes to “sub-
stantially advance” the
Australia-Japan FTA in

Tokyo.

“And we are still hope-
ful of finalising an Aus-
tralia-China free trade
agreement by the end of
the year,” he told report-
ers in Canberra.

“Trade means jobs.”

Mr Abbott also an-
nounced Trade Minister
Andrew Robb will lead a
major trade delegation
to China next month.

He says 350 businesses
already have registered
their interest in being
part of the delegation.
“This will be the largest
ever Commonwealth-
sponsored trade del-
egation,” he said.

Inflation to put pressure on

RBA: survey

INFLATION is rising towards
the top of the Reserve Bank
of Australia’s target range,
putting pressure on the
central bank to raise inter-
est rates, according to a
survey of price movements.
The TD Securities-Mel-
bourne Institute Monthly In-
flation Gauge shows prices
rose 0.2 per cent in Febru-
ary and were 2.7 per cent
higher than a year ago, put-
ting inflation towards the
top of the RBA’s target two
to three per cent range.

TD Securities Head of Asia
Pacific Research Annette
Beacher says the figures
show inflation is speeding
up.

“Using mid-quarter prices
now available, our inflation
gauge measure is show-
ing worrying signs of fur-
ther price acceleration,” he
said.

“The clear signal is that in-
flation pressures continue
to build rapidly, pressing
against, if not punching
through, the upper bound
of the RBA two to three per
cent target range.”

Ms Beacher said a rising in-
flation rate would put pres-
sure on the RBA to lift the
cash rate, currently at 2.5
per cent, by the end of the

year.
“As inflation is already
above the mid-point of the
RBA target band, we expect
the RBA to begin withdraw-
ing some extraordinary
stimulus by year end, and
we target a cash rate of 3.0
per cent by December.”

The inflation gauge shows
fruit and vegetable prices
rose 1.1 per cent in Febru-
ary while fuel prices lifted
1.2 per cent.

ACCC opposes sale of NSW power

stations

AUSTRALIA’S consum-
er watchdog says it will
oppose AGL Energy’s
planned takeover of two
NSW government-owned
power stations.

The Australian Competi-
tion and Consumer Com-
mission (ACCC) says the
proposed purchase of
Macquarie Generation,
which owns the Bayswa-
ter and Liddell power sta-
tions, would substantially
lessen competition in the
electricity market.
Macquarie Generation
accounts for just over a
quarter of NSW’s energy
production.

ACCC chairman Rod Sims
said the acquisition would
mean up to 80 per cent of
the state’s energy genera-
tion would be controlled
by three companies: AGL,
Origin and EnergyAustra-
lia.

“This is likely to raise bar-
riers to entry and expan-
sion for other electric-
ity retailers in NSW and,
therefore, reduce com-
petition compared to the
situation if the proposed
acquisition does not pro-
ceed,” he said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

Mr Sims said the three
companies already had

more than 85 per cent of
the energy retail market
and 95 per cent of the
mass market between
them.

NSW Treasurer Mike Baird
said the ACCC decision
meant the transaction
would not proceed in its
current form and the gov-
ernment would now con-
sider the details of the
ACCC review before de-
ciding upon its next step.
He said the government
was “not involved in a
desperate fire sale” and
would not consider a sale
unless it exceeded the
state’s retention value.

“I have always made it very
clear we will proceed with
the sale of state-owned as-
sets only if it is in the best
interests of taxpayers,” Mr
Baird said in a statement.
He said the sale processes
for remaining state-owned
energy assets - Green
State Power and Delta
Electricity’s Central Coast
power stations Vales Point
and Colongra - were ongo-
ing with both expected to
conclude in 2014.

In a statement, AGL said it
was reviewing the reasons
for the ACCC’s decision
and would decide what ac-
tion to take in due course.

O’Farrell not concerned with poll dip

NSW  Premier Barry
O’Farrell isn’t concerned
by a poll showing the co-
alition trailing Labor.

The latest Fairfax-Nielsen
poll released on Saturday
shows the opposition is
leading the coalition 51
per cent to 49 per cent on
a two-party preferred ba-
sis.

That’s the first time Labor
has led the government in
the poll since 2008, and
represents a 15 per cent
swing since the March
2011 election.

A Newspoll survey pub-
lished in the Daily Tele-
graph on Monday found
the coalition still ahead
58-42.

The premier says he’s

never been particularly
concerned with polls.

“The one thing | know ...
is winning last year’s pre-
miership has never been
a guide to who’ll win this
year’s premiership,” he
told reporters in Sydney.
Mr O’Farrell was asked
whether he thought the
public was reacting to
an Independent Commis-
sion Against Corruption
(ICAC) hearing into former
resources minister Chris
Hartcher and two other
government MPs, Chris
Spence and Darren Web-
ber.

He said there was a “stark
difference” between cor-
ruption probes into former
Labor ministers and the

recent announcement of
a probe into his MPs, who
have now been suspended
from the Liberal Party.

“All we’ve had announced
is an ICAC inquiry off the
back of a matter brought
to the commission’s atten-
tion by the Liberal Party,”
he said.

“That stands in stark
contrast to the actions of
(Opposition Leader) John
Robertson and his col-
leagues who sat through
years of government
where there were front-
page stories about alleged
corruption.

“No one, including John
Robertson, lifted a finger
to bring those matters to
ICAC'’s attention.”
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NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell finally signals support for Badgerys

Creek airport in secret meeting with Prime Minister Tony Abbott

“A matter for the federal government”: Barry O’Farrell. Photo:

Anthony Johnson

PremierBarry O’Farrell’s
reluctance to back a sec-
ond Sydney airport and
refusal to commit a cent
to airport infrastruc-
ture are out of step with
strong voter support for
construction to begin at
Badgerys Creek.

Mr O’Farrell is being
lobbied by his western
Sydney MPs to get be-
hind a second airport.
The Liberal member for
Mulgoa, Tanya Davies,
met him last week to
convey a message from
her electorate that they
want the airport built,
and the rail and road up-
grades it would bring.
“He needed to be made
aware of the feedback |
was getting,” said Mrs
Davies, whose seat in-
cludes the Badgerys
Creek site. “They said
two things: they were
in support, or wanted
to see the infrastructure
delivered.”

This comes as an ex-
clusive Fairfax-Nielsen
poll shows 12 per cent
of NSW voters want
an airport at Badgerys
Creek, while only 20 per
cent oppose it. Support
is even stronger among
major party voters (14
per cent).

The support is in stark
contrast to a Newspoll

taken 16 years ago that
found 10 per cent of vot-
ers were either opposed
or undecided.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott is preparing to an-
nounce a decision on
the second airport, but
Mr O’Farrell has called
for the federal govern-
ment to first commit
significant funding for a
new rail and road pack-
age, because NSW was
not prepared to foot the
bill.

Addressing Parliament
last week, Mr O’Farrell
again said it was “‘a mat-
ter for the federal gov-
ernment”’, and warned
hospital upgrades and
the West Connex and
Pacific Highway up-
grades would be put
at risk if the state had
to pay for airport infra-
structure.

NSW Opposition Leader
John Robertson an-
nounced Labor’s sup-
port for an airport at
Badgerys Creek a fort-

night ago, saying it
could transform west-
ern Sydney.

Fairfax Media on Satur-
day reported a 15 per
cent swing against the
O’Farrell government,
which puts Labor ahead
for the first time since
2008, and puts at risk a

swag of western Sydney
Liberal seats surround-
ing Badgerys Creek.
Mrs Davies, on a 12 per
cent margin, said there
had been a “‘significant
shift” in western Syd-
ney’s views on an air-
port, and it was likely to
reignite as an election
issue in 2015 if a deci-
sion was made or was
imminent.

“Roads in western Syd-
ney are already con-
gested, and will become
worse unless they are
upgraded,” she said.
Residents wanted the
jobs boost an airport
would bring and more
convenient access to
an airport. They also
believed it would bring
tourism to the area.

The state government
needed a ‘‘shopping
list of the necessary in-
frastructure ready and
lodged”, so any an-
nouncement by the Ab-
bott government “is not
just an airport in a cow
paddock”, she said.

Mr O’Farrell was hear-
ing the same thing from
other western Sydney
MPs, she said.

The Liberal MP for Lon-
donderry, Bart Bassett,
said a second airport
would be a “major jobs
driver” that would bring
much needed cross-
regional roads and rail
links to the west. Mr Bas-
sett’s seat has a narrow
5 per cent margin after
a boundary change and
he is seeking to move to
the neighbouring seat
of Hawkesbury.

“Twenty years ago in
western Sydney an air-
port was used as an
election scare cam-
paign ... but the area is
now a broad mix of pro-
fessionals and trades-
people and everybody
travels by air. They are
sick of travelling to
Mascot because of the

cost and time and traffic
clogging the freeways,”
he said.

“l don’t see anything
else on the horizon that
would create the jobs

that another airport
would create.”
Penrith MP Stuart Ayres,

on a 16per cent mar-
gin, said the commu-
nity wanted a decision
made. But the Minister
Assisting the Premier
on Western Sydney said
he shared Mr O’Farrell’s
caution, and it was a
decision for the federal
government.

“There might be op-
portunities associated
with jobs development,
but there are also social
costs such as airport
noise,” Mr Ayres said.
He said until the align-
ment of runways was
known, there would
be community unease
about noise. “It needs
to be supported by en-
abling infrastructure,
roads and rail, or there
is little likelihood of a
jobs boom in western
Sydney,” he said.

The Liberal MP for Cam-
den, Chris Patterson,
whose boundary moves
to include the airport
site at the 2015 election,
said he had Ilong op-
posed an airport at Bad-
gerys Creek, although
local businesses sup-
ported it. ““The business
community is absolute-
ly for it,”” he said.

Mr Patterson said an
airport would impact on
the thousands of resi-
dents who had moved
into new housing es-
tates built since the air-
port site was identified.
“l don’t think the airport
is the gift that is touted.
But the infrastructure,
the roads and rail, that
need to come with it, are
the gift,”” he said.

The Premier’s office did
not want to comment.

Govt did homework on Qantas: Hockey

TREASURER Joe Hockey
insists the government
won’t be revisiting the
idea of a debt guarantee
or loan to Qantas.

He said on Wednesday the
government had engaged
consultants to examine
the airline’s request for a
short-term debt guarantee
or a $3 billion unsecured
loan.

But after considering the
“forensic analysis”, the
government had conclud-
ed both were too risky
and the best way forward
was to repeal part of the
Qantas Sale Act to allow
greater than 49 per cent
foreign ownership of the
airline.

“They are not on the ta-
ble,” Mr Hockey said of
other options.

The airline would also
be helped by the repeal
of the carbon tax, which
in the first six months of
2013/14 was expected to
cost it $59 million.

“We did our homework,

we did our due diligence,”
Mr Hockey said.

“You don’t just write out
a cheque ... without prop-
erly going through the
books of the business.”
The treasurer declined to
reveal how much of a bur-
den both options would
have been for taxpayers,
but he said: “If you give
someone an unsecured
loan, you work on the ba-
sis that you won’t see it
again.”

Mr Hockey said the reso-
lution of Qantas’ prob-
lems was up to the com-
pany and unions, and he
hoped it would not lead to
confrontation.

Qantas should also step
up its lobbying of Labor
and crossbench senators
to pass government legis-
lation.

The treasurer said any fu-
ture bid by a state-owned
foreign investor would
have to secure the back-
ing of the Foreign Invest-
ment Review Board.

PM, premiers to meet in May

THE next Council of Aus-
tralian Governments meet-
ing has been scheduled
for May 2 in Canberra.
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott chaired his first COAG
meeting in December,
at which he secured the
agreement of the states
and territories to fast-track
environmental approvals
for major projects.

The May meeting is ex-
pected to discuss school
and disability funding, and

receive reports on ways to
accelerate infrastructure
projects.

It is also set to discuss
a report from the new In-
dustry and Skills Council
on the future of manufac-
turing, following the deci-
sion of Holden, Ford and
Toyota to end car-making
in Australia.

The issue of overseas
adoption of children has
also been slated for the
agenda.

Qantas and drought bills due in parliament

THE federal government
will on Thursday intro-
duce legislation to parlia-
ment opening Qantas to
greater levels of foreign
investment.

Deputy Prime Minister
Warren Truss is sched-
uled to present the Qan-
tas Sale Amendment Bill,
proposing the removal of
a section of the Act which
limits foreign ownership
in the airline.

Labor and the Australian
Greens oppose the chang-
es, for which the govern-
ment has the numbers to
pass through the Ilower
house, but not the Senate.
Also on Thursday Agri-
culture Minister Barnaby
Joyce will present bills to
parliament aimed at bol-
stering support for farm-
ing families struggling
in severe drought condi-
tions.
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