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26 Good Street Granville 2142 - Tel; 96371759 Fax: 96371294

' FRANCIS QUALITY MEATS
TONY FRANCIS

26 Good St, Granville NSW - Ph: 9637 1759
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EASY TRAINING SOLUTIONS s LYY
Attain your skills... the EASY way w') .w J‘M my
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
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*Registered Training Organisation
Lo ) gt 8 s lalgaiad| G318

M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 02 9897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711
Suite 4 / 6 McFarlane St, Merrylands NSW 2160
info@easytrainingsolutions.com.au
www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au
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This Deal Nrmally Cost $130
Now For Xmas Special Only $100

2 Kgs Lamb Diced bty sl

é NSW Food Authority

@

s Banl, Cwer (Pmin

2 Kgs Kafta Diced i (Basc:((s?;p)
2 Kgs Leb Sausages ki \ $49.90 - /8

S Kgs Lamb Mince 4 9 32

1 Kgs Kebbe A das
1 Kgs Steak ol Ly
1 Kgs Aust Sausages  lie
YOU CAN ALSO FIND OUR \_c'{
PRODUCTS AT SELECTED...  ~o '~ 100%
Delivery Available for $12 AUSTRALIAN
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169 Merrylands Rd. - Merrylands

02 9637 4441

www.lagalette.net.au

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
100% GUARANTEED
DON'T SUFFER IN SILENCE
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JUST ONE PHONE CALL GIVE YOU
ALL THE HAPPINESS YOU DESERVE

FOR LIFETIME
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1 866.760.4000
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apply@glarab.com

CLARAB...

Unlimited
Live TV
Package




Page 4

Saturday 1 March 2014

the middle east

Yorg 137 Y Coad

ISy
idbiad

LA ol il g Jorsu s s
Jialgdg 59> S md : 2y
518 ,a%1 (y

Lilayl 81 cilgall Lok
3)lyg  dead A degagdll
O2dBgall sacq dlijg  dalEnl)

-8 eaitally
8 pubilh ol Gl waly
dLA-ll‘Ll u)ah 439 L,..lii s
aals ol Yol LL|9.~\.| Guaiil )Lnl‘ls
gomadl ilai b G dagSall
Gl Laay o Glhil (il

158 Joall
R dygeeall ) 1Jlag
wWdl A el Sl

ESN |0 | N R TR Y B DV

S)9p08 o plSi Laie Y
Sl 698 &j90m ) Jgeag
Ol 020 1kl o ygaaall dulh,
danly (dyg8 Bacld sl (oS
(-3 JE: W11 | RSV P E VRS Y- EN
AL el g Bl ol I
Spagll dda gk e 1S
faby paig plid A 5)guadl
I Lypting (93 uidy Sl
c8blgs dnwlaadl  sgdll ol
sl bl aliialgs Gle
ole SILS chigd 9% ol o
O dealgi gl Hlea sl gad
L ki odpg cunlidil o8 ,89)
A Ghsll Ll gl
il

el g0 o Ly le Waletig
Omilgd aagy ail el wlp p2)
Ol e LSl a8
abisll B Gia Jeani slhayl
A8 Yl Baaniall

ol dhlall slga¥l e
Oilidlilagaad  daLEsll §,l5g
U Ugall i e uleaall
38995 spad 89 Joslw Ll
ol iy ouilgdll
il ogSesi pail plels
ol aslg (Jolall e Ziauig
o o ol e Y gl
Jalas clliy Jo dgall ailjylyg
sy caole JISEYl cay dae
9 A8 g8gall Jadl ol zgoh
Oy pi ol ABLEN §)l)s]
syl O dslal cbagleally
deadiy (Slg pls 525 (b Baie
Jobi (dediip aidlSg sling Al
ol Lagad (elall 13y g8ai
G gy dllyig ol 3818
UAAJ Z_Ab.n.«.l‘ U‘ d.a‘ Cu)b.g.“
-pledl 6|,.Ll 6,0kl aic L2l
Sl ol i pidg
dadl A dhili dasjd Ly
oo RSN dlliag (AL
Cllly sl B clagall
dasw JS1 gasall plol rguds
G sl Yy clowadi jui ol
JS & alasw sl mlip ol
ol

s (A Gyt il Juliaaly
Sl il Byl
94 A (Ja wbia plid (A
§)laall A dLALELIl d8alall
gl lidsg 95159 (9,
Byl & i b u b (palaal
il ol Ligty cdfiqig ol
sl § el g
09%% Ay d8higll A dalell
O @LAl  walily s
¥ Gualdl o ESLAT culdyell

9 palaall BB e S
[ - RS | RN B vy
sapll L by (il
as8i le aani d laabes AL
G sl il °)‘.—.-'=|9 &
095 ol Liste daaall dagSall
Gl BLLI Al ghunall a3 e

.a&ile
gl L apll ol Sl
LQ;.ISS degii alelds elly

daylyy  Aléa ‘_,.lg_..l LVSAII
2is il OIS ol L
lagg Ll podly dolew gy
ail 10850 AT jadi oS
Ol il o 63l (Al
Bagae wldth dliy S
Gl LAY i By aiBile 7ydg
culdily slinal 198 Ja¥l ol
@l 853Ylg  ddlacall odg
ol oYl Iap Ly, il e
()9 malsl o)LIAl A 1)e0
Yl 99 rabiwadl Gl Lail
ué' g gade ail g
al G aa VM S sapll
6‘_,.1.;.5.“ ZLA.” u.u.w.ll.n Uﬁ )9A
03,0l )ity aba L g
lor o5 HI esaball 9‘3
Babiaall e Lidll g
Gl e ail magly
JlBy cailylB pjiliy b
aalig SuBLin eapll Jala o
deas (lg dabl Sgaas lyl Al
&8 Y (ke 509 AW
Jeany @l debadl i (Al
Gl ol Gl e el 138
wicliB o pariclid 559 oua
alelBIl (A pad¥ial Jla Ag
ALY £Y5e e
peadl e el soletiel yeg
St ail Il il ay g sl
B s Vg L) 90y ol
-9 sabil gl
o¥Si  dalEll il puelg
LS alpally LYl Gl dhdlagll
@bty kil Gle ERalagll
alpll Gl Kal &1 :Jlag
faihg dhd dlis 9%y ol o
g aby (oIl ia LAl (50
aagl Jocl ol uadi Gle lage
25390 92 dilplly jald (eild
ol gl P mieg
clgall
algall eulalisll ol QI Lilg
oS bl b dhada Gl
gl alblall LLe  dlg

oukiyd o Elag¥! gass 5o
diluall cuddg

’&m oy | ol | o9
doglatly (noludd! o>

sy Ganiall clLsl&ayl
gebiia ¥ dulinll dlgall (A
ole pilall JEUI 13y Jaisi ol
wliy .Lalaally Lalzgaall
ks i b Jolaius Lul
Gl Egaall (o Lagy @ gl
gl Jd e lais 2 Y
JUE 51 ual a8y lgall
Gl ded dala plind ) aslgo
@alally LaLas8yl Ligall
oading Lasl daby el
0¥ bl peall sgiaall
pofy ¥ gosudl zopll Ja
il Ja Lalg &LeYL hda
G dll s gl &layl
Ol Sa i Ljgm
Y- RN L,.II d.\9.9.||
LoLsi 5|)Jl mlgl Ll :slal
ol Lale gl (B Ll a8telg
Slhds Agall ainall il
Sl dalall u...\.gl.. AR (z9a
Layl LiSlg ¢ 9ll clewyl
6503l ¥l Gl dalall Gusls
ahae Gle wilgs oSy
alielg caial png andl U.lsa
2594 pgies gl alse ol
vAsn: ol gl i
ALl sgaall 818 e
ol LI 50 Juiieal
glagdl ass ayey Jueadl
il I
B deenll oS lBUI aeag
ail ¢ a¥e¥l asifq acjg (ylu
agldall le glaal aagy Y
Foglia (o Yl
aads Guna¥eVl o ddiajya Ay
ol Wl dY dusey oYl Ll
lig e Ladais oang alll i
odedl
dl...ug uuglA.o.H G u.l.uLu.L“
@ st Ll oy 13 Ja
oAl Gheiw Lily il
Somsllll S s
Sr oAl g0 paldi Jag
Al calal Yiies dana Gl
WLl (& Gael dajl Liaye
G Jsba (2 S g
okl

pald et
wild A i )6 g el Jous
o gl 2 6yl g
Okl | Y i qu
el ohe ¥l ol plall 3
0417 246 205

oudlandd

Slsill also ) il
o2t @ JoYl pal (5 e
daluall &l jalay @l
Wigans  gay o8l duls 4
Bl Goall Jghess juin (3

ol e ol 855 3
Higws  JIB Y oley
Sle o 8%l Yol 8Ll cails
digol doallyg asad Il el
Twpoakady sl dlauall
cBdly Gl yuilglll o 5K
B Gleg digall ode ole
Ob dae S 59 phlsall
e gl (puilgdll eyl
oils Gle Los k(A ALl
G wilgn pea Liubhg .algill
dabiall aisea (a9 (Jlaall 1o
CU.IA-MA-" dilang  ddaall

et il ga)lisell clldsg
A.um]l daylong ;lg.&.ll 8aga
gagll I ailga LuLob las

)9-01“ g U"l9 .A.La.“ L,S
O9%all iy sn Jeliwl
Gl pubiys ) daclaiadl
il dl slag¥l daes A,
BLSI] LS Easliall ol pady

6ﬂ.~u.l| ailguag  sguall
Bl aen ubye JBEy

ol B Gyl
aielhly ¢jujell Gaaall 5,
098l Byli9 Hel e
palall  hallg daelatayl
O Lagas (olidy gasdls

1| b S (rigleg il 19 ol plad
lodlier dagag (las i 2o liag¥ Jolid pdu

clolially il 8 e
danriall oVl Hlhl asa dlalell
ofy opes @l
oesiaall locYly cladl ulia
Bzl Gaje Sy paall s
YISl 0ip Loy glhai Gall
sl S Gl il (8

Load gl JUE cl8ll e
Jis el dgal Ly
b @ dosiell pa¥l cilblis
Gill cliglo¥l Lagead le,
£ )oll Ly ainet aie Loyaaa
(b glew aulhli dlia
Lol i Sl LLAGI hid
god Jaadl liye Ly dlglas
la)lhl (A Josi Gl deganall
Liiudlig .3asiall ,@e\” aylsyg
il gogal pald St
Lygw & sl Jeaiall
Ompgeadl oLl ALy AL
ol sall peall Gl Ladly
lgpli Grall galill asdl
las e LY el dajil
B O9slgty ol Ealle
8 8l d Ll ghliall

Joall (S jeal cllia el
OSa Yy plil (A L lanle
Lagad I 3 Loy oLl
Gall & 331 Jlgadl oyuol §9ago
s o eiaMll e¥3g oS4
closdg LiLhlly 513211 slgal
i Jlg.a\ll XY cé)al
alai8yl 8,90 A 8uba
U"‘"‘l L8] ‘495.1 Ly U‘ ‘_,-ILA-I-L"
Jad¥l il ey LA
ol ol gl Ge &l
G LAYl Jals 5o Lisgy Lo
i Gl alpdl peag pld
L B deguasall Gl bl
SUlly al Gl 1 i Yy Bl
alaiéylg

P oldi dogSall ) Jufiw .l
i Jo¥l pual sl (A
d‘ t_lls).l v gl uLa-C d.n.b.l.u
ailgn iles J&i sall ,o.....alﬁl
JURR PRI e
c_||)9.h.|.“ G & @iy ,o...qsl)a!
phste pls et Ml il
ol Gl A pYeyl
ualéﬁs.a uu.-)." L:-“‘) US|)4.«.|'}”
A:-S),._mill d&ol—ja” L.?s HLSAI
Leng el gne oLl 56
s bl gl ey all
sallg  hiiia JLS  pacll
AL ailas 8 jpwn il
shue & S8l dowbadlyg
Crwgll deld LA JSall LY
S oYl deslall (A Jga
e gl Gley (09
by Eall Gl et
cd.d.. dla  giSall  ygaell
Js¥l @ Al Gl Gals
el AL o 9.|I oAk,
a0y augell dlgall u.ﬂl pledl
alpba g8 pudy  (Glihb
oSl el Jlaizll (& Gl
-l ole
r39 Gagtall ud)  Jaly
Ok el olally - dslill
Sl g9k A cadl @y
T s
Fioo pud ladg il Juflislg
GiliYl dantiall  wo¥l b
daglall dliag (uigly g,
uL....i O...nil.ll 09;&.\.\ Lulell
d-mcu...)g.ll.-l.ahlul.u.lua
G odlalell ddgall clg8ll e
Onlisa Il ¢Jauignll %94%”

&ﬁ?

Joad

Global YNarble Australin

S g pad (A (galais|
L)a.llg el.?).!l glgal

o
!_’._.-

g -

q’a S
dlalall

Al ke 9
23 Cann St Guildford NSW 2161
Ph: 02 9681 6520 Mob: 0414 394 675




Page 5

Saturday 1 March 2014

the middle east

Jﬂp_ﬁw

Yo 5131 Y Cowad |

- .

0 dnaa

3

il

.

19 bl i o piag 018 g (13Ul il e 0 il

ole Lululll dlgall  cigSaal
Liggusg cdaalall culdg All sig
Al )99 djg0aall pud)
LSl enlig All 63 o Siiey
glaall ol 1,8 gl poas gl
ol oba gl ciige sl gl
el (A 58 b Il mags
gasll uL' dlagdl guai VI Lisde
Jblpal 92 plil aag¥l

03y ubya JUE @iza e
G Gapsll cndl laal §)L 311
Gili iyl cldde 4 ik i
ol Loy podl w¥sn (e
i bl oLl clsle ;I
Giil Lagead padly ole casy
Woglall saa A Lubilh Sl
pag pailal ool ol o ¥ 1l
Lolala paigeag

ol Lagad sl Lisg Lal
Ll 8,AY1 dnaall 8 bl )b
Gaall Gnai lond LiaYgYy
Ly clpally el pudl cclilullg
Al S Loay Lnas
Ljgling  Lihlge  conang
«hally kgl Liandg
B pelilh gleds sl
P8 ggh oo omalal abde
Sylally  uie¥l y9dagtiue
pale Gl caldjhll Gle
«dgd gl galy 9o Lala i
c¥gla dlliy ol Gl | yaisg
o peblh gAY s
IOV (e Sr2- WOve] vl | Iy U K 1N |

Ouleill dnae Lail ¢ yloasd
88L&l g olollg wlullg
;|J.|$l” uu\.l)d )S-'-W-‘|9

ol |)a-|&.n (olad L,.Is LAl
MLM dhﬂ S oY °)9)~ﬂ ¥
S R TP
GalYl Jals gl astdl
Aiwsg  olas 133 dygeall
O Lage Lisleg dasly AVl
G ackud gyl oo ol
s Jli ol Lisde cgaell ¢a,
oy Al lg dwbiw kol
a3 gYl gaell ang A agaall

G wl P @S Jan
wils JB o sally abilh
P oWl &le gal dlga
LaisS bl b (B lases plid
cilong wilky Ll HSY1 pall
bl o LS &l Rl
u-al” ULI Liddgag Lul) La..\S|9
Sk g0 (ol (3 Ul L
-GlgYl daally

(pdlaally sofill (5l g
352 sle wl Y alg
g9 Y dhlw Vg ¢yeldll
Gk allbig cilgall bl
.nL..ls (ganll Gle eildll
LIS Kilg ol an dllasldl
ALl 1ag A Ladll Jadll
oY ol G aldlll 8L Ay
ol AV Jall g2 sLadll
elaie¥l Joa Jlg le I.A)g
L el t g8 ¢ lid e GLAT ¥l
Lyliiwlg Lal@iwl e Gl

daelaia¥l 95l yjg Ay
nagdo dliss 2o ubiys and,
oia Ml Hohid daxigll adl
oAl dwad (LS alis
JSlaally plid Gl 5 gall
o9l iy Giles Gl
GbS o sBUL JYA Gilhg
O Jeabag JolS bl onug
byl laadi poajLll gl
ol i B oS Ll le
il gall peall degan oadas gAll
Gaanll daniall pa¥l dle s oLiall
Logw oo o)l dnad (A
o pusbadly GuslBll a0

& osldl diagyg -Juall Hlat

|.\A )A.n.a d.an ‘_,.L.S
LogS pde pubys Jefialy
gl ol &g el dugiall
oo &9 figueS jlaa Yo dela
8)lysll Lagiall &y oSl & gall
Gladl sl pulya Dl

st 6 3 el | - 398

Gl - gl

33l Ol ol @1 gt

sy ol S L._tnl cdaalll dle
G Lake dibiws a8 dalll
dodialls agen Lol L._.I) Ja
i yg00all duls, cblaml Gle
Aaacge b lalgeas Japadiy
Pl Gaa alail e
0% aleell dusbow o Ll

Gl ¥ caoles calal dalall
e90sall 1 o by sl

A e e ol Ly
u.nLn.“S US‘ ALASL" u.u hI-I)A
Jb & ol R IATIEN g
oo ey d,g.all el
Y oS aleaw s8I o1 oS3l
LA acgall lag I8 131 lel
Jaaes ol

calw LA g Al daa e
obull &8algs dana slul S
Sl i plai ¥ sl

el S5 gae JI8
m_..q).l.w,o.n.l.w AL 7 adlg
JE gty o GV
sheall CSLI FLaVly puill
ses ailly 9e liss
99an sie A8 ol gl
alal i et i L)
obell dines d88lg5 d2ua
a8k oS @l (09 05,159l

ol I Glaaiayl g
Gibgll Laill dial ALkl o
JUE dalee Hlgall dnlull all
£329 0 dlia ol Ll
Bag  welld ediuy {5tk
claiyl ileil ol dalll
bl 618891 AL,
13ly ciluball Joe  Juodil
BN Jliw  egSall  cuilS
alae lgill julae agleruy

aVewdl dadl Lifs o loba gl
i - -
4iS, Lles IPS Security (=)
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your cument e * Broken
promises, lack of respect. no appreciation? s time for —
change! IPS ,‘P
At IPS Secwrity we value our employees and know that
they are our business. =
As a rapidly growing company. we're ahvays looking for & Secu I‘lt}i'
refiable, well spoken and well presented imndivid uals.
Ewvery IPS Security employee contributes to owr -
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for @M
aexcaellence.
IPS Security requires gualified applicants for a variety of [T Ko B
positions all ower the Melbourme Metropolitan area. To be ——
suitable to join our team you muust -
= Hold a first Aid certificate ot P
- Hold a current Wictorian Security Licence *! a !s'i h‘_b
- Hawve dedication, Commitment & Lowalty . - .
+  Spesk fuent Engssh Jhasly wleds
= Spesk fuent Englis ! =
- Hawve excellent presentation Mf‘ h‘ﬁ‘-
- Be reliable -
We hawve the following security posifions available; _}ll.ul.j hml
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{Ewvents) S Lo
= Ayailable T daysinighis
Static positions =k sk 2l
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We hawe full timee, part timee and caswal positions —— B - .
availabbe. _ R & -
Previouws Applicants need mot apply Lt -
Mo recruitment companies —a
Victoria Licernce Number: 774-201-105 - 'M' @ add
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jeladl B Sdamy
B | Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com.au —
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Currencies Level +/- %
AUDUSD 0.8961 -0.0006 -0.07%
AUDEUR 0.6536 -0.0016 -0.24%
AUDGBP 0.5370 -0.0008 -0.16%
AUDIJPY 91.49 -0.2960 -0.32%
AUDNZD 1.0710 -0.0075 -0.70%
EURUSD 1.3712 0.0027 0.20%
GBPUSD 1.6687 0.0017 0.10%
NZDUSD 0.8367 0.0055 0.66%
USDIJPY 102.10 -0.27 -0.26%
USDCHF 0.8884 -0.0023 -0.26%
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MALEK FAHD GETS COUNCIL APPROVAL

Bankstown City Coun-
cil approved on 25 Feb-
ruary 2014 Malek Fahd
Islamic School’s appli-
cation to increase the
student enrolment to
2100 at the Greenacre
campus.

Mr Hafez Kassem, the
School Chairman and
AFIC President, said
that this was one of
the neglected issues
that he pushed to have
resolved from the mo-
ment that he took the
responsibility for the
School and thanked
Dr Ray Barrett, the
School’s Executive
Principal and his staff
for this great achieve-
ment. He added that the
Council approval of the
School’s current level
of enrolment now com-
pletes the last remain-
ing hurdle affecting the
continuing registration
and accreditation of
Malek Fahd by the NSW
Education authorities.

The Chairman also said
that since 2012 it be-
came clear that there
were some serious is-
sues on how the school
had been operated. This
very large school was
being run by one indi-
vidual and none of the
School’s senior staff
had any involvement in
its operation and man-
agement. There was no
succession plan and
the School was oper-
ated with one Principal
and a Deputy Principal
of the Primary School.
Mr Kassem added
that during 2013, the
School Board engaged
a new Executive Prin-
cipal, Dr Ray Barrett,
who was able to deal
successfully with most
of the issues and have
the School’s registra-
tion and accreditation
renewed for 2014.

In conclusion, Mr Kas-
sem announced that
2012 and 2013 pro-

duced excellent HSC
results despite serious
disruptions, problems
and internal upheav-
als that saw the depar-
ture of the long-serving
Principal, the Primary
Deputy Principal and
some of the staff (and
students). In 2012,
the NSW Government
froze the state recur-
rent grant to the School
and has not advised
when the freeze will be
lifted. However, despite
all these difficulties the
School continued to
function successfully
in 2012, 2013 and now
in 2014 and, complete
two large building proj-
ects at a cost of about
$10 m at its two new
campuses in Hoxton
Park and Beaumont
Hills.

For more information,
please contact Ms Raw-
ah El Samman 0433
442 215.
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Sub-Category

Category Trucks

Tipper

0431718 387

Gearbox and engine Volvo-
M&s body- bissaloy bin.-
Ready to be connected to trailer (available ring fitter).-
Dvd ,Navigation and reverse -camera in great

Make Volvo I T I S A Voo E16.
Model F1639A Good Condition.-
Item Condition Good VO LVO 14 Speed -
Year 1988

Price $45,000*

Colour  WHITE F16 485H P

GCM 81000 condition.-
GVM 26500 . wa e
Registration BK49UR ’

Tarps great condition.-
Very reliable truck...-
3 months rego-

Ready for work....
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

deilons 8 e Park NSW 2143

Spalll (w @Silol asmd
sl yaguaiy Alpkglgd
PETRPSWN SRR NN
0414552715

2 O ke 3218 |galad
Magic Drlvmg School
Jrant Fuslud| Jeid (Witeds

daldl| day ohs ?
Jaladd) B (e g dlolal! 2 9o
Agla 5y - duwulio ylawl - 3lof

0419979499 jiaitt |

Australia Phone cards

alodl gud!

o3 Jhasdd clilha, glodl grar Lyt axgy f

Slasgll dlues balely ddgadf wlillally Sim Cardy [
We will beat or match all prices

We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-G-#i):'-i-l'-' me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 4y m fokl

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au

BG Lic: 185750C
Glass & Glazing
For all your glazing needs
dslially Jiliald Zl2 3l S 5 (0 @SSLZL> sl
[WATN WPIE - FPIE W |
*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
D o @l Dlg>le * Dbyl
oLl SilS pd a0 ol - il § petsh
0408 888 777 sk = Juasl
0404 015 551

(PERFECT INCOMETAX P /L)
ABN: 17 003 994 394

Safwat Arfan - Sayed

Manager
(B. Comm., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)

AW oy das wall Slordlly dustall §1gil QLS audi
Gl plllg 31,05
gl oa) B ) el i 39330 1S1 el
) | yidnd 19 cuuulond | gubanis !
Sl wede
da pall aSSlala Qaedy b
(Bell Tower Centre)

Unit 24 / 191 Parramatta Rd,
Auburn, NSW 2144

Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699

é )

Cgr _Sicll
duted 9 S| oy gaSaad |

B e A adge @y S| ual
il | § s i 9 | s

: AL g ASIH ABoll A 0 gniua

jack ELECTRICAL
Sl (w0 el RIS
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; el e gl
0414 983 608

L
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?\
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Slonaal) U osl o) );\
Sliomally G 3UM bly gl

Al ol Ol | aober Sbela ol

124 Highland Ave
Yagoona NSW 2199

| Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042 |

L www.alankabout.com

N
OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd

®

BILLY FRANCIS

optionaformwork@yahoo.com.au

Selald! cueg dialf uaS,.‘ K] pS.ﬂ?l? b
(139331 Qlabky ydf 51> ¥ g
ki 3 (g | glica

PH: 02 9709 2267
Fax: 02 9707 3213

Mob: 0410 606 786

\\ Email: safwat@ozmail.com.au /

HASHAM TAILORING

I il ) O Ylona
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AUBURN NEEDS CERTAINTY
OVER RADIOACTIVE WASTE

In light of the O’Farrell Gov-
ernment’s announcement that
they will be ‘deferring’ their
application to store radioac-
tive waste at Lidcombe, Bar-
bara Perry MP has written to
the O’Farrell Government de-
manding that they stop play-
ing games and withdraw their
current application to transfer
the waste.

The O’Farrell Government an-
nounced that plans to move
waste from Hunters Hill to
Kemps Creek and Lidcombe
will be deferred until the Com-
monwealth has made a deci-
sion on whether this material
can be disposed of at its na-
tional depository at Muckarty
Station in the Northern Terri-
tory.

However, there is currently a
Federal Court challenge over
the Northern Territory site.
“Deferring the decision is
more about an election year
stunt rather than a serious at-
tempt to sort the problem. It
may be years before the Muck-
arty issue is resolved - what
we need is a solution now.”
said Barbara Perry, Member
for Auburn.

“If the Government was really

serious about solving this is-
sue once and for all they
would withdraw their current
application entirely in order
to give certainty to our com-
munity, particularly those resi-
dents who live within 500m of
the Lidcombe facility, and who
have campaigned tirelessly
for the waste to be stored in
an appropriate facility”.

“I have also asked the Minis-
ters to take into consideration
the advice of the experts who
testified at the 2008 inquiry
regarding the range of options
available for disposal of the
waste including Lucas Heights
and Olympic Dam.”

“Both would require changing
legislation in order to use the
facilities but they are viable
solutions to this ongoing is-
sue”.

“Itis pleasing that the O’Farrell
Government has listened to
our strong opposition to the
storage of the Hunters Hill
waste at Lidcombe, and is
now admitting that there was
“always concern” about the
waste”.

MEDIA CONTACT:
BRONWEN
0418227768

HANNA

Palmer seizes on wayward voters

INDEPENDENT federal MP
Clive Palmer has stepped up
calls for electronic voting af-
ter revelations one person is
suspected of voting 15 times
in the 2013 election.

Federal police will look into
128 cases where Australians
voted more than once.

“None of this could happen if
people were required to pres-
ent ID,” Mr Palmer told report-
ers in Canberra on Wednes-
day.

“To board a flight you need
ID ... but not to exercise your
democratic rights.”

Mr Palmer said an electronic
system would also fix the is-
sue.

The MP has been critical of the
Australian Electoral Commis-
sion following a vote recount
in the seat of Fairfax, which he
won with a final margin of 53
votes.

Labor senator Kelvin Thom-
son also expressed concerns
about the lack of voter identifi-
cation at polling places.
“There>s no check during the
day that (people) haven>t gone
somewhere else,” he said.
“Having computers to mark
people off the electoral roll
would obviously help.”
Australian Greens MP Adam
Bandt said the AEC generally
did a good job despite some
recent mistakes.

O’Farrell government opens
its doors to party donors
with big fundraising drive

The NSW Liberal Party
is promising political
donors the chance to
dine with Premier Barry
O’Farrell, his senior min-
isters and other MPs as
part of a fund-raising
drive a year before the

next election.
An email from acting
state director Simon

Mcinnes to supporters
this week invites them
to “join Barry O’Farrell
and his state team” at a
$300-a-head dinner at the
Doltone House function
centre opposite the Star
casino next month.
Donors are given the op-
tion of purchasing a “VIP
table” for nine people for
$3000 which includes “a
NSW MP”".

They are invited to seek
further information about
the cost of a “NSW min-
ister hosted table or head
table seating”.

Those unable to attend
are given the option of
donating between $100
and $5000 regardless.
The invitation makes it
clear that corporate do-
fol-
lowing a decision of the
High Court in December
to overturn the O’Farrell
government’s laws re-
stricting political dona-
tions to individuals on
the electoral roll.

It stresses that property
developers and anyone
associated with the alco-
hol, tobacco or gambling
industries are still pro-
hibited from donating to
NSW political parties and
that any donation to a reg-
istered party is capped
at $5500. However, the
fund-raiser comes only
months after the Liberal
Party’s own lawyers ar-
gued in court that corpo-
rate donations could be
a corrupting influence,
including on ministers.
The ban on corporate do-

nors are welcome,

nations was the centre-
piece of laws introduced
by Mr O’Farrell soon af-
ter taking office in March
2011.

But unions challenged
the laws in the High Court
last year as they also re-
stricted how much Labor
and its affiliated unions
can spend on advertis-
ing during an election by
counting union expendi-
ture against the total the
party may spend.

In its submission, the
state government argued
corporate
raised “the potential for
undermining the integ-
rity of governmental pro-
cesses, or the creation of
an appearance of such”.
It said the donations were
associated with “threats
to integrity” which could
range from “overt cor-
ruption” to more subtle
forms of influence.

“For example, a minis-
ter being more willing
to meet with representa-
tives of a business if that
corporation has made
a donation to the party;
or the perception that a
business would have a
better chance of getting
its position heard by a
minister if it is a party
donor,” the submission
said.

In its decision the High
Court said the laws re-
stricted freedom of politi-
cal expression and found
the corporate donations
ban did nothing to en-
hance other anti-corrup-
tion measures in the leg-
islation, particularly the
caps on the amount able
to be donated, which re-
main in place.

Mr O’Farrell’s spokesman
has said the government
is “examining reform op-
tions to improve trust
and transparency in the
state’s electoral funding
system”’.

donations

Treasurer Hockey aims for 3% growth
rate to slash unemployment

Treasurer Joe Hockey has
committed Australia to an
economic growth rate of
3 per cent, well above the
official forecast of 2.5 per
cent, and foreshadowed
sweeping reforms in the
budget aimed at cutting
unemployment.

The commitment comes at
the end of a two-day summit
of the world’s most impor-
tant treasurers and central
bank officials including the
US Federal Reserve head
Janet Yellen, International
Monetary Fund managing
director Christine Lagarde
and leaders from China,
Japan and India.

The G20 communique
commits the leaders to de-
velop policies that aim to
lift their nations’ combined
gross domestic product by
more than 2 per cent over
five years. The boost would
add more than $2 trillion to
the world economy.

But the language of the
communique is weaker
than expected and India’s
Finance Minister, P. Chi-
dambaram, said he did not
consider the growth aim
binding.

“l don’t think it intends to
bind countries; it is a goal,”
he said.

“In fact it’s not so ambi-
tious as the language ap-
pears to say .. cumulatively
over a period of five years
we will have an additional
2 per cent growth, that
works out at roughly 0.4
per cent a year additional
growth.”

The summit produced a
breakthrough on interna-
tional tax avoidance. All
nations agreed to adopt a
common reporting stan-
dard for the automatic ex-
change of tax information
and to detail their plans
for implementing it by Sep-
tember.

During the tax session
of the summit Mr Hockey
told international finance
ministers he was at a loss
to know what to say to a
small-business person in
Sydney who is competing
against “a massive multi-
national that doesn’t have
to pay tax and yet they
have to pay tax”.

“We are mindful of this
and we are absolutely de-
termined to get real action
on it,” Mr Hockey told the
closing press conference.
He defended the language
used about the aim for
higher growth, saying the
important thing was that
finance ministers and cen-
tral bank governors had
“decided to put a number
on” an increase in growth.
“Each country needs to
shape its own plan. We do
not have central planning
for individual economies,”
he said.

The plans would be report-
ed back to the G20 leaders
summit in Brisbane in No-
vember. They would have
to go beyond supportive
interest rates.

“We have to earn economic
growth,” Mr Hockey said.
“For some countries it will
be labour market reforms
and some competition
policy, for others it may be
tax reform. For all of us it
seems to be private invest-
ment in infrastructure.”
Australia’s reforms would
aim to lift economic growth
back above 3 per cent.
“The only way we can stop
the rise in unemployment
in Australia and in fact
start reducing unemploy-
ment is to have growth that
is faster than 3 per cent.
Currently we are at around
2.5 per cent. We have got
to look at ways to speed up
our economy.”

Ms Lagarde said the aim to
lift global growth agreed to
by G20 members was at-
tainable.

“Measures to support in-
vestment, boost trade
and promote competition
will be essential for more
sustainable and robust
growth,” she said.

An IMF staff paper pre-
sented to the summit sug-
gested that Australia cut
its employment protection
legislation by 10 per cent
and axe regulations hold-
ing back service indus-
tries.

Mr Hockey promised that
his actions would be “en-
tirely consistent” with the
Coalition’s election prom-
ises.
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We want carbon auctions: Greens

The Environment Minister has put a stop to carbon unit auctions, but
says it could be disallowed. Source: AAP

THE Greens will seek to
block the cancelled auc-
tion of carbon units to
polluters, which the Ab-
bott government says will
add millions to household
bills and cause business
uncertainty.
Environment Minister
Greg Hunt on Monday
announced he had put an
end to three auctions due
to take place before June
30 next year.

The intervention was
necessary given repeal
of the carbon tax was
“imminent”.

“If these auctions were
to go ahead they would
add hundreds and hun-
dreds of millions of dol-
lars to the bills of Aus-
tralian firms which would
then be passed straight
through to Australian
families,” Mr Hunt told
reporters in Canberra.
However, he acknowl-
edged the political re-
alities of climate policy
referring to the Labor-

Greens dominance of the
Senate until June 30.

The two parties could
combine to disallow Mr
Hunt’s ministerial deter-
mination.

“Only (Labor leader) Bill
Shorten can reinstate
these carbon tax auc-
tions,” he said.

Greens deputy leader
Adam Bandt signalled
his party would try to
reinstate the auctions in
which companies buy
units to mitigate their
carbon emissions.

“We’ll not support the
environment minister’s
move to wind some of
the gains that were made
in the last parliament,” he
told reporters.

The carbon tax repeal
bills are expected to pass
the Senate after July,
when the Greens lose
their balance of power.
Comment is being sought
from Labor’s environ-
ment spokesman Mark
Butler.

Transfield wins $1.2bn contract

ASSET management firm
Transfield Services has
won a $1.2 billion contract
to provide garrison and
welfare services over a
20-month period at Aus-
tralia’s offshore refugee
processing centres on
Nauru, and Manus Island
in Papua New Guinea.
Transfield Services said
on Monday that it had re-
ceived a formal Letter of
Intent from the Common-
wealth of Australia for the
award of a contract.

On Manus, Transfield will
sub-contract security ser-
vices to Wilson Security,
as it has on Nauru.
“Transfield Services has
considerable experience
in this type of work, hav-
ing been on Nauru since
the centre there was es-
tablished and before that,
providing similar services
at Defence facilities across
NSW, Victoria, South Aus-
tralia and Western Austra-
lia,” Transfield chief exec-
utive Graeme Hunt said.

Bill Shorten apologises over mistaken comments
to Parliament in defence on Stephen Conroy

Bill Shorten has apolo-
gised for mistakenly tell-
ing Parliament that Liberal
frontbencher Michael Ron-
aldson called the former
Chief of Army Ken Gillespie
a “coward”.

The Opposition Leader
apologised on Wednesday
night, after receiving a let-
ter from Senator Ronald-
son demanding to see the
evidence for his “coward”
claim. It also came after a
day spent trying to deflect
attention from comments
made by Labor frontbench
colleague Stephen Conroy.
During Tuesday’s Senate
estimates, Senator Conroy
sparked controversy by ac-
cusing Lieutenant-General
Angus Campbell of partici-
pating in a “political cover-
up” by citing operational
reasons for not answering
questions about the Abbott
government’s secretive bor-
der protection policies.
Trying to deflect attention
from Senator Conroy’s at-
tack on General Campbell,
Mr Shorten told the House
on Wednesday: “What | also
know is that . . . when Chief
of Army General Gillespie
was at estimates it was Sen-
ator Ronaldson who called
him a coward,” during de-
bate on a motion to admon-
ish Senator Conroy.

“m sure that, given his
time again, Senator Ron-
aldson might have chosen
his words differently,” Mr
Shorten said.

But the Special Minister
of State, Senator Ronald-
son, had no recollection of
calling General Gillespie a
“coward” at an estimates
hearing in 2011. And when
he phoned the General to
check, the former Chief of
Army also did not recall the
exchange.

Senator Ronaldson wrote
to Mr Shorten’s office ask-
ing to see evidence for his
claim.

“l wrote to Mr Shorten ask-
ing him to provide me with
a copy of the transcript
showing me where | alleg-
edly said this,” Senator
Ronaldson said.

Mr Shorten’s staff could
find nothing in the parlia-
mentary record to support
his “coward” claim.

It is understood Mr Short-
en received the letter from
Senator Ronaldson at
1.20pm and at 1.26pm he
entered the House to cor-
rect the record and apolo-
gise.

“This afternoon | referred
to the Special Minister of
State,” Mr Shorten said.
“At the time | had been ad-
vised that the minister had
made the remark | attrib-
uted to him.

“Tonight at 1.20pm, | re-
ceived a letter from the
Special Minister of State
advising that he has no
recollection of making that
remark.

“Therefore, | wish to cor-
rect the record and | apolo-
gise to the Special Minister
of State.”

Mr Shorten got the “cow-
ard’ tip from his Victorian
Labor colleague David
Feeney. Mr Feeney had
passed a note to the Op-
position Leader telling him
about Senator Ronaldson’s
alleged exchange with the
Chief of Army in 2011.
When Fairfax Media called
Mr Feeney on Thursday
morning, the member for
Batman admitted he might
have unwittingly misin-
formed his leader.

“l witnessed a couple of
sharp altercations [be-
tween Senator Ronaldson
and General Gillespie],”
Mr Feeney said, though
acknowledging there was
a difference between a
“sharp altercation” and
calling the Chief of Army a
“coward”.

“But the critical point here
is that this is a device
for the Liberal Party to
avoid talking about issues
that actually matter,” Mr
Feeney said, citing “secre-
cy, Manus Island, cuts to
Defence and the difficulties
that Senator Nash is expe-
riencing”.

Senator Ronaldson said he
wanted a “formal retrac-
tion” from the Opposition
Leader.

“The only way the record
can be properly corrected
is for a full and unequivo-
cal retraction of the allega-
tion and this must be done
in the House by Mr Short-
en,” he said.

More to come on Manus riot:

Morrison

Scott Morrison admits there are still questions to be answered
about Manus Island. Source: AAP

IMMIGRATION Minister
Scoit Morrison admits
there are still questions
to be answered about
the violence and death
of an asylum seeker at
the Manus Island deten-
tion centre.

Mr Morrison is facing
calls for his sacking
after  acknowledging
initial information he
released last week was
wrong.

The Greens and refugee
advocates are demand-
ing the minister’s head
after he admitted that
most of the violence -
including the death of
23-year-old Iranian man
Reza Berati - had likely
happened inside the
centre, not outside, as
first claimed.

Mr Morrison insists
initial information he
released was qualified
by conflicting reports
of what occurred at the
centre.

“There’s still a lot of
questions to be an-
swered,” he told ABC
Radio on Monday, not-
ing investigations by
Papuan New Guinea
police and independent
reviewer.

Mr Morrison said he did
not know how Mr Berati
died nor would he con-
firm reports the young

man was shot.

Labor will use parlia-
ment’s question time on
Monday to pursue the
minister over his con-
flicting explanations.

“I want to find out what
actually happened on
Manus Island,” opposi-
tion frontbencher Tony
Burke told Sky News.
He accused Mr Morrison
of being too focused on
media management of
the issue, rather than
obtaining correct infor-
mation.

Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten said Prime
Minister Tony Abbott’s
defence of Mr Morrison
for not being a “wimp”
was irrelevant.

“We don’t need people
who are wimps or not
wimps, we need people
who know what they’re
doing,” he told ABC ra-
dio in Melbourne.
Parliamentary  secre-
tary Simon Birmingham
rejected Labor sugges-
tions there should be a
speedier investigation
of the incident.
“Everyone wants to
get to the bottom of
this, especially Scott
Morrison,” he told Sky
News.

He dismissed as “ri-
diculous” calls for the
minister’s sacking.
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Tony Abbott

preparing to

wield the axe on health and
education budgets

TONY Abbott admitted
to colleagues voters are
understandably anxious
about the government’s
budget plans.

He told the joint party
room, the public know
the upcoming May bud-
get has to be a tough one,
so it’s the Coalition’s job
to reassure them.

Mr Abbott insisted no
commitments would be
broken, but said there
would be room to make
tough decisions, arguing
the challenge they face
is more difficult than the
books left for the How-
ard government.

“The Government does
have a very big fiscal
repair job,” he later told
reporters.

“We will repair the bud-
get in ways which are
entirely consistent with
our pre-election commit-
ments.”

Mr Abboit has flagged
cuts to growth in health
and education spending,
but not until after the
next election.

In a speech to the Aus-
tralia-Canada Economic
Leadership Forum, the
Prime Minister stressed
the need to reduce “less
productive spending” to
achieve the best value
for money for taxpayers.
“We will keep our pre-
election commitments to
maintain health spend-
ing and school spending
but we must reduce the
rate of spending growth
in the longer term if debt
is to be paid off and good
schools and hospitals
are to be sustainable,”
Mr Abbott said.

He explained how the
May budget will look
to put Australia on the
“right track” and start
the process to avoid
looming deficits.

Labor has jumped on
his words, accusing the

government of preparing
to wield the axe.

“We know again from a
speech last night from
the Prime Minister he has
every intention of break-
ing his election prom-
ise of making cuts to
health,” Shadow Health
Minister Catherine King
told reporters in Can-
berra.

“What you’ve seen is
Peter Dutton and Joe
Hockey out there trying
to create a sense of cri-
sis, softening people up
for cuts to health, for a
horror budget in health.”
Ms King used a proposal
for a $6 co-payment to
see a GP as an example
of the “huge specula-
tion” about the Coali-
tion’s intentions.
Finance Minister Mathias
Cormann insisted there
will be no cuts to health
and education, as the
Coalition had pledged
before the election.

But Senator Cormann
admitted the government
needed to limit spending
growth.

“In order to ensure that
our investment in world
class hospital services,
in world class educa-
tional services remains
sustainable into the fu-
ture we do have to en-
sure that funding is as
efficient as possible,”
he told reporters in Can-
berra.

“If we just keep ramp-
ing up spending inef-
ficiently and not well
targeted we would have
to charge and impose
more taxes on people
than what people would
want us to do.”

The Minister said spend-
ing growth in very im-
portant areas across
government needs to
be “as high as neces-
sary, but as low as pos-
sible”.

Labor’s message getting
through: Shorten

BILL Shorten has told
colleagues the federal
opposition’s message on
jobs and Medicare is get-
ting through to voters.
The latest Newspoll has
Labor leading the coali-
tion on a two-party-pre-
ferred basis 54-46 per
cent, with its primary vote
surging four per cent to
39 per cent.

But Mr Shorten, address-
ing the Labor caucus on
Tuesday, noted there were
still about 90 Newspolls
before the next election.
Polls were like “trying to
use the second hand to
tell the time”, he said.
But clearly buoyed by
the result he said La-
bor’'s message on jobs
and Medicare was getting
through.

“We see the government
fighting fiercely for the
jobs of Scott Morrison
and Fiona Nash, and then
abandoning the jobs of
ordinary Australians,” he
added.

Mr Shorten said he was
disgusted by the actions
of disgraced former La-
bor MP Craig Thomson,
who will be the subject of
a parliamentary apology
later on Tuesday.

“Craig Thomson’s ac-
tions were a betrayal of
his members, his union

and of the union move-
ment,” he said.

The opposition leader
said there was complete
unity within caucus for
an independent inquiry
into the recent riot at the
Manus Island detention
centre.

Labor also supported the
reinstatement of indepen-
dent oversight of deten-
tion centres.

With reports Qantas may
soon sack 5000 work-
ers, Mr Shorten also
faced questions from col-
leagues angry at the air-
line’s management.

He told them issues of
management wouldn’t
change Labor’s support
for jobs, in reference to
whether the government
should provide assis-
tance to the national car-
rier.

Mr Shorten said the un-
precedented re-run of the
West Australian Senate
election would be fought
on issues such as the
cost of living, jobs and
cuts to education and
health.

However, he dismissed
suggestions from one
colleague that Labor
should rethink its opposi-
tion to the mining tax.

It would not change, he
declared.

Green Army bill approved by

coalition

THE federal government
has approved laws to re-
instate the Green Army.
The Howard government
introduced the concept
in 1996 as an alternative
to work-for-the-dole pro-
grams.

The initial program, which
is part of the government’s
Direct Action plan to ad-
dress climate change, will
involve 11- to 24-year-
olds taking part in proj-
ects for up to 26 weeks.
The projects are expected
to include weed control,
river clearing, tree plant-

ing, fencing and beach
protection as well as
work on restoring historic
sites.

At September’s election
the coalition promised
250 projects in 2014-15,
building up to 1500 proj-
ects in 2018-19 when the
Green Army would be-
come a standing force of
15,000 people a year.

The initial annual cost
would be $50 million.
Coalition MPs approved
a bill to reinstate the pro-
gram at a meeting in Can-
berra on Tuesday.

Fed budget repair is years off. Truss

DEPUTY Prime Minister
Warren Truss does not
expect the federal budget
to be repaired within the
Abbott government’s first
term.

The coalition government
has set up a national com-
mission of audit and a
range of other spending
reviews in a bid to balance
the books.

There is speculation the
rate of education and
health spending growth
will be cut and the welfare
and pension system re-
structured to achieve long-
term savings.

Mr Truss says the gov-
ernment will make some
decisions immediately to
restore the balance sheet,
but these will be balanced
by the need to meet the
coalition’s 2013 election
commitments on health
and education.

“We are committed to pro-
viding the kind of funding
that is necessary for a mod-
ern education system,” he
told reporters in Canberra
on Tuesday.

The government knew
health was a national prior-
ity and it would consume a
very substantial part of the
commonwealth budget.
“But naturally we will be
seeking to make savings
where they can be made,”
he said,.

Mr Truss said it had taken
some time for the previous
Labor government to get
the budget into a mess.

“I don’t expect we are go-
ing to be able to do all the
repair that is going to be
necessary in the budget
in the first term,” he said,
adding it would take some
years to fully return to a
satisfactory balance.
Earlier, Education Minister
Christopher Pyne rejected
suggestions Prime Minis-
ter Tony Abboit would go
to the next election with
spending cuts to health
and education as part of a
long-term strategy to bal-
ance the budget.

“That’s not what he said,”
Mr Pyne said of reports of
a speech Mr Abbotit gave to
the Australia-Canada Eco-

nomic Leadership Forum
on Monday night.

The prime minister insisted
the government would hon-
our pre-election commit-
ments to maintain health
spending and  school
spending.

But he said the rate of
spending growth in the
longer term had to be re-
duced if good schools and
hospitals were to be sus-
tainable.

Mr Abbott did flag a trim-
ming of the public sector
and abolition of what he
called new bureaucracies,
saying they did not create
more wealth.. The growth
of overseas aid also would
be substantially reduced.
The prime minister cited the
performance of the Harper
government in Canada as
an indication of what might
be in store for Australia.
The deficit there had been
all but eliminated as much
through restraining the
growth of spending pro-
grams by cutting govern-
ment itself - than through
big cuts to existing gov-
ernment programs.

The Harper government
had cut taxes, fought
against cheque-book gov-
ernment, de-regulated the
economy and brought a
robust common sense to
the consideration of inter-
national problems, Mr Ab-
bott said.

Labor MP Matt Thistleth-
waite said the government
would attack low and mid-
dle income earners to re-
duce the budget deficit.
“Who knows what they’ve
got planned for pension-
ers,” he said.

Labor health spokeswom-
an Catherine King said May
would herald a horror bud-
get for health.

Mr Abbott already had bro-
ken promises not to cut
spending, slashing $400
million from public hospi-
tals and funding for stroke
co-ordinators and cancer
care nurses, she said.

“He said on monday night,
as have his ministers, that
they are intending to make
savage cuts to health,” she
told reporters in Canberra.




Page 38

Saturday 1 March 2014

the middie east

RN

Yorg 5131 Y Coad |

YA dndua

News

General David Hurley defends Lieutenant-General Angus
Campbell after Labor accusations of ‘political cover-up’

Defence Force chief General David Hurley has weighed in on the com-
ments from Senator Stephen Conroy to border protection chief Angus
Campbell. Photo: Alex Ellinghausen

Defence Force chief Gen-
eral David Hurley has hit
back at Labor defence
spokesman Stephen Con-
roy over his attack on the
integrity of the Abboit
government’s military
border protection chief.
Fronting a Senate esti-
mates hearing on Wednes-
day morning, General
Hurley launched a robust
defence of Lieutenant-
General Angus Campbell,
whom Senator Conroy
on Tuesday accused of
being part of a “political
cover-up” about border
protection.

“l was surprised at the ac-
cusations made against
Lieutenant-General An-
gus Campbell,” General
Hurley said. “l am pleased
these accusations were
withdrawn  but
tunately once said, the
shadow will linger.
““Lieutenant-General
Campbell has a reputa-
tion in Canberra, and
more widely in Australia
and overseas, of integ-
rity, intellect and studied
impatrtiality. He is widely
respected across Austra-
lia’s political divide.”

In his Tuesday attack,
Senator Conroy para-
phrased the Hollywood
film A Few Good Men,
asking General Camp-
bell, “can’t we handle the
truth? ”

When General Campbell
began to reply that he had
explained the reasons for
the secrecy over border
protection - he has often

unfor-

in the past cited opera-
tional reasons - Senator
Conroy cut in, saying:
“You’re engaged in a po-
litical cover-up.”

General Campbell replied
that he took “extreme of-
fence” at the remark.
Senator Conroy withdrew
the remark after the com-
mittee chairman, Liberal
Senator lan Macdonald
halted the hearing for
about 10 minutes.

After General Hurley’s
statement on Wednesday
morning, Senator Conroy
suggested to the Senate
hearing that his attack the
previous day had been
aimed more at the Abbott
government.

“I have no criticism what-
soever of service person-
nel carrying out govern-
ment orders,” he said.
But he added: “The ma-
jority of Australians do
not support the secrecy
with which this operation
is being . . . conducted
by the government. No
Australian wants to see
the politicisation of our
armed services. This gov-
ernment is continuing to
run this operation and
hide behind the military.”
In an apparent reference
to the recent accusations
that navy and Customs
personnel had deliber-
ately burned the hands
of asylum seekers, Sena-
tor Conroy added that the
government was “allow-
ing a stain to hang over
our service personnel by
refusing to allow a full ac-

counting and rebuttal of
accusations that are be-
ing made against service
personnel”.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott on Wednesday morn-
ing said that Senator Con-
roy should apologise.

“l think it was unfortu-
nate that Senator Conroy
had, what can only be de-
scribed as, a brain snap
before Senate estimates,”
he said.

“Let’s face it, Senator
Conroy isn’t just any sen-
ator — he is a very senior
leader of the Labor Party
in the Senate and he is
the shadow minister for
Defence. Now, under all
the circumstances | think
it would be big of Senator
Conroy if he were to apol-
ogise and if he isn’t big
enough himself to apolo-
gise, | think a word in his
ear by his leader would be
right”

Mr Shorten said on
Wednesday that Labor
supported the work of the
military.

“Our beef has always
been not with the military
but with their political
masters, the Abbott gov-
ernment who veil their ac-
tions in a cloak of secrecy
and are not upfront with
the Australian people,”
he told reporters.

“What Senator Conroy
has also been doing is
demanding that the Aus-
tralian government don’t
treat the Australian peo-
ple like mushrooms and
not tell them whats going
on with immigration and
border security.”

On Tuesday Defence
Minister David Johnston
blasted Senator
roy for his comments
and comparing General
Campbell to a ficticious
Hollywood fantasy char-
acter.

“General Campbell was
subject to an unprovoked
and most outrageous at-
tack by the shadow minis-
ter for defence,” Senator
Johnston said.

Con-

Qantas to axe 5000 jobs

QANTAS will axe 5000
jobs after posting a $252
million first half loss.

The airline says the job
cuts are part of its a bid to
cuts2 billion in costs over
three years.

It also says it will cut
capital expenditure by
$1 billion over the next
two financial years and is
planning big changes to
its fleet and network.
Meanwhile, Qantas has
announced it would hand
back its Brisbane Airport
lease for $112 million,
though it will retain exclu-
sive use of most of north-
ern end of terminal until
2018.

Of the planned job cuts,
Qantas says 1500 will
come from management
and non-operational
roles.

The remainder of the loss-
es will come as a result of
changes to the fleet and
network, the restructure
of maintenance opera-
tions and the restructure
of catering facilities.
Wages for all staff will be
frozen, while chief execu-
tive Alan Joyce has al-
ready taken a 36 per cent
pay cut

The airline says more
than 50 aircraft will be de-
ferred or sold, with older
planes like TA1s to be re-
tired early and orders of
A380s and B181-8s to be
delayed.

It will also axe underper-
forming routes including
its Perth to Singapore
service, while timing and
aircraft changes will be
made to other routes.

The underlying $252 mil-
lion loss is at the bottom
end of the $250 million to
$300 million loss the air-
line flagged in December.
But it is a sharp deterio-
ration from the $192 mil-
lion full-year underlying
profit it recorded for the
2012/13 financial year.
Mr Joyce said the result
was unacceptable and re-
quired tough decisions.
“We must take actions
that are unprecedented
in scope and depth to
strengthen the core of the

Qantas Group business,”
he said.

Australian Greens MP
Adam Bandt fears Austra-
lian money and jobs could
be on the next 141 flight
to Singapore or Kuala
Lumpur, if foreign owner-
ship rules are relaxed.

He repeated calls for any
government assistance
to come with strings at-
tached to protect jobs.
Independent MP Bob Kat-
ter is concerned about
aircraft maintenance be-
ing sent overseas.

He said foreign workers
paid $30,000 fo repair air-
craft won’t fix Australian
planes to proper stan-
dards.

“Qantas has never had an
accident yet every other
airline has fallen out of
the sky,” he told report-
ers.

Labor backbencher Rob-
ert Mitchell, who has
scores of Qantas work-
ers in his electorate near
Melbourne’s Tullamarine
Airport, fears many could
face unemployment.
“There’s still many peo-
ple in my communities
who are ex-Ansett staff
who are struggling to find
work,” he said.

Qantas shares fell four
cents, or 2.8 per cent, to
$1.23 at the start of trad-
ing on Thursday.

Mr Joyce said the airline
continued to see major
opportunities for its sub-

sidiary Jetstar in Asia,
despite challenging con-
ditions and calls for it to
exit the market.

However, he said Jet-
star Asia would suspend
its expansion in Singa-
pore until conditions im-
proved.

“Jetstar has been a pio-
neer Australian brand
across Asia and we con-
tinue to see major op-
portunities for it in the
world’s fastest-growing
aviation region.”

Mr Joyce again hit out at
rival Virgin, which counts
three foreign airlines - Eti-
had, Singapore Airlines
and Air New Zealand
among its owners.

“The Australian domestic
market has been distorted
by current Australian avi-
ation policy, which allows
Virgin Australia to be ma-
jority-owned by three for-
eign government-backed
airlines yet retain access
to Australian bilateral fly-
ing rights,” he said.

“Late last year, these
three foreign-airline
shareholders invested
more than $300 million
in Virgin Australia.... that
capital injection has sup-
ported continued domes-
tic capacity growth by
Virgin Australia despite
its growing losses.”
Qantas said it had a to-
tal liquidity of $3 billion,
including $2.4 billion in
cash reserves.

Qantas decision short-sighted: Union

QANTAS workers are being
punished for poor business
decisions made by the com-
pany, a union says.

The airline’s decision to axe
5000 full-time jobs is short-
sighted, the Australian Ser-
vices Union says.

“It’'s outrageous that so
many Qantas (and Jetstar)
staff are going to bear the
brunt of the poor business
decisions made by Qantas
in recent times,” ASU as-
sistant national secretary
Linda White said.

“The ASU will fight for each
and every job.”

Qantas is also extending an

executive wage freeze to all
its employees.

“It’s punishing the workers
for the poor business deci-
sions made by (CEO) Alan
Joyce,” Ms White said.
Victorian ASU secretary In-
grid Stitt says the union’s
members are front-line
customer service staff who
earn modest wages and
have always been prepared
to adapt to make the airline
more efficient.

“Qantas is putting their rep-
utation and the satisfaction
of Australian customers on
the line with today’s an-
nouncement,” Ms Stitt said.
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