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26 Good Street Granville 2142 - Tel; 96371759 Fax: 96371294

' FRANCIS QUALITY MEATS
TONY FRANCIS

26 Good St, Granville NSW - Ph: 9637 1759
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This Deal Nrmally Cost $130
Now For Xmas Special Only $100
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GRANNY FLATS

Premium Design
your
ONE STOP SHOP
For
Your Granny Flat
Contact
Saeed Mob: 0424695585
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Make
Model

Sub-Category

\olvo
F1689A

Category Trucks

Tipper

0431718 387

o0 &

Item Condition Good 14 Speed .-
Year 1988 VO LVO

Price $45,000*

Colour WHITE F16 485H F)

GCM 81000 condition.-
GVM 26500 . Jhﬂ:’ w ;irfid""
Registration BK49UR ‘

Volvo F16, -
Good Condition.-

Gearbox and engine Volvo-
M&s body- bissaloy bin.-
Ready to be connected to trailer (available ring fitter).-
Dvd ,Navigation and reverse -camera in great

Tarps great condition.-
Very reliable truck...-
3 months rego-

Ready for work....
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

deilons 8 e Park NSW 2143

Spalll (w @Silol asmd
sl yaguaiy Alpkglgd
PETRPSWN SRR NN
0414552715

2 O ke 3218 |galad
Magic Drlvmg School
Jrant Fuslud| Jeid (Witeds

daldl| day ohs ?
Jaladd) B (e g dlolal! 2 9o
Agla 5y - duwulio ylawl - 3lof

0419979499 jiaitt |

Australia Phone cards

alodl gud!

o3 Jhasdd clilha, glodl grar Lyt axgy f

Slasgll dlues balely ddgadf wlillally Sim Cardy [
We will beat or match all prices

We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-G-#i):'-i-l'-' me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 4y m fokl

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au

BG Lic: 185750C
Glass & Glazing
For all your glazing needs
dslially Jiliald Zl2 3l S 5 (0 @SSLZL> sl
[WATN WPIE - FPIE W |
*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
D o @l Dlg>le * Dbyl
oLl SilS pd a0 ol - il § petsh
0408 888 777 sk = Juasl
0404 015 551

(PERFECT INCOMETAX P /L)
ABN: 17 003 994 394

Safwat Arfan - Sayed

Manager
(B. Comm., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)

AW oy das wall Slordlly dustall §1gil QLS audi
Gl plllg 31,05
gl oa) B ) el i 39330 1S1 el
) | yidnd 19 cuuulond | gubanis !
Sl wede
da pall aSSlala Qaedy b
(Bell Tower Centre)

Unit 24 / 191 Parramatta Rd,
Auburn, NSW 2144

Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699

é )

Cgr _Sicll
duted 9 S| oy gaSaad |

B e A adge @y S| ual
il | § s i 9 | s

: AL g ASIH ABoll A 0 gniua

jack ELECTRICAL
Sl (w0 el RIS
sl gl lnaliadlly
; el e gl
0414 983 608

L

AR DIRMING SERIOK0)L
S bt | 3oled @adadd 5 y¥ | dus yue
Blis ol Bl amsall 5)laky
Galudll dad y e Jgaacd! B el
WasSag Aot 3o i 8yl

Alolal) P Bag s lsll B a3y
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CECWEODEES  \an

?\

W OZLAVISSAS %

Slonaal) U osl o) );\
Sliomally G 3UM bly gl

Al ol Ol | aober Sbela ol

124 Highland Ave
Yagoona NSW 2199

| Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042 |

L www.alankabout.com

N
OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd

®

BILLY FRANCIS

optionaformwork@yahoo.com.au

Selald! cueg dialf uaS,.‘ K] pS.ﬂ?l? b
(139331 Qlabky ydf 51> ¥ g
ki 3 (g | glica

PH: 02 9709 2267
Fax: 02 9707 3213

Mob: 0410 606 786

\\ Email: safwat@ozmail.com.au /

HASHAM TAILORING

I il ) O Ylona

L Al dalind
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gl
ol alle) odw
bl Jsd
e
wlla g g

Gao

s

glaal 22l Jeaduud
dadladly dalod| g2l

Joall By, Aalall B o ... Augyde ylaul
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B O6388 7629 == [ 96838 il
gl Philip S, Parmreametia

Crowne Pleza Hetal
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JUST ONE PHONE CALL GIVE YOU
ALL THE HAPPINESS YOU DESERVE

BUSN , BLACK MAGIC BAD LUCK CAREEI! FOR LIFETIME
STRESS AND DEPRESSION ETC. CALL ON

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL / 0406 281 985
100% GUARANTEED
DON'T SUFFER IN SILENCE [SlF A i [ FCE PPN TRy
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G\M MI 169 Merrylands Rd. - Merrylands

02 9637 4441

www.lagalette.net.au

D QAL F No oo o
mm\\ﬂ\ﬁ““““““‘“ HURRY, OFFER ENDS
MARCH 141

Call one of our dedicated
ly P A Home Loan Specialists:

n Sydney: (02) 9707 3955
COMPARISON Tony Shidiak 0422 847 778
RATE IS ALSO Joseph Estephan 0434 601 903
4.99%P.A? Shahik Gulumian 0413 592 897

Melbourne: (03) 9793 3363

or (03) 9355 8862
Ali Warraich 0434 601 901

Freecall 1800 272 222
arabbank.com.au

N
sum\lu: g% OFFF

Our Essentials Variable Home Loan rate is now slashed to

Arab Bank Australla

This offer is avallable untl 14 March 2014 for new and existing customers applying for a new home loan. *0.5% off the Essentials Variable Home Loan Rate for the lfe of the loan. Rates are subject to change at any given time. # The Comparison Rate is calculated on a loan amount of $150,000
over a term of 25 years based on monthly repayments. WARNING: This Comparison Rate applies only to the example given. Different amounts and terms will result in different Comparison Rates. Costs such as redraw fees or early repayment fees, and cost savings such as fee waivers, are not
included in the Comparison Rate but may influence the cost of the loan. A Comparison Rate Schedule is available at arabbank.com.au or at any Arab Bank Australia Limited branch. All applications for loans are subject to Arab Bank Australia Limited's normal credit approval criteria. Lender's
Mortgage Insurance is required on loans above 80% of the property value that is offered as securiy. Terms, Condiions, Fees and Charges apply. The material in this communication should not be construed as general advice, it has been prepared without taking account of your objectives, financial
Situation or needs. Arab Bank Australia Limited ABN 37 002 950 745 Australian Financial Services Licence/Australian Credit Licence 234563 ABA7555
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Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken

change!

they are our business.

Ewvery IPS Security employese contributes fo our

excellence,

suitable fo join our feam you must:
# Hold a first Aid certificate

= Speak fluent English
= Hawve excellent presentation

= Be reliable
We have fhe following security positions available;
Crowd Comntrol
[Evemnts)

= R5A cerificate

=  Ayailable T daysinights
Static positions
Patrol positions
awailable.
Previous Applicants need not apply

Mo recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Mumber: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: Hrﬂwnentd;hnsﬁemntvmm

—

disg Alea TIPS Security

promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for

As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indniaduals.

continued success-and fo our long-standing reputafion for

IP'S Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be

= Hold a curment Victorian Security Licence
= Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty

We hawve full time, part time and casuwal positions

Al IPS Security we value our employees and know that

¢ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
_ % Registered Migration Agent
IPS (dad MARN; 1174229
] FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
& Security \| CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
5:133"‘" : !Email: delhala}bil@gmail.co'n?
- At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
s ldaia! s experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
- *Permanent Visas
o e *Temporary Visas
<3 *Citizenship
R I.l;l.r- *Visa Cancellation
th-i g Cleds *Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
Akt W Ay | S - . . ”
= L L Gl lg Qlaleatly ddglazedlg 7 19 ol @uul o fubaed pgad
-’Iﬂ' ' nd *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
il *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
koK 0457555555 : @1 ole Jhasidit
.u‘l‘é‘! 1 a E-" * * 3 e . - . 23 *
o 5yl 3 e okl 3yl CBala paind o B @S el | psacnd
*-*"""?ﬂ"'“f; 0413805930 1 1 o ptelf Bly3 Bubgal
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE — 14 February 2014

EMERGENCY DROUGHT
ASSISTANCE PACKAGE
EXPANDED

- Additional assistance
measures for drought-
stricken farmers in NSW
have been announced by
the NSW Government as
primary producers contin-
ue to experience extremely
dry conditions.

« The measures expand
the current emergency in-
drought support to an ad-
ditional 20 local govern-
ment areas (LGASs) and the
far west Unincorporated
Area in NSW, and increas-
es the total funding for the
support package to $14.6
million.

» The measures include
Transport Assistance
Reimbursements and
Emergency Water Infra-
structure Grants. Western
Lands Lease payments,
Local Land Services rates
and Wild Dog Destruction
Board rates will be waived.

- The temporary emergen-
cy assistance package will
be expanded to include the
LGAs of: Armidale; Bogan;
Central Darling; Cobar;
Coonamble; Gilgandra;
Glen Innes; Gunnedah,;
Guyra; Gwydir;, Inverell,
Moree Plains; Narrabri;
Tamworth Regional, Ten-
terfield, Uralla, Walcha;
Warren; and Warrumbun-
gle, as well as Broken Hill
and the far west Unincor-
porated Area.

NSW LEADS NATION IN
JOBS GROWTH IN JANU-
ARY

- NSW recorded an addi-
tional 8,400 jobs in Janu-
ary — more than were cre-
ated in any other state.

The ABS figures showed
the unemployment rate
in NSW steady at 5.8 per
cent, despite a rise in the
national rate from 5.8 per
cent in December to 6.0
per cent in January.

- Treasurer Mike Baird
said he is encouraged by
the numbers and show
the labour market in NSW
holding its own in testing
national and global cir-
cumstances.

. NSW
to have the second-lowest
unemployment rate among
the states, after WA.

continues

OPAL CARD ROLLED oUT
IN WESTERN SYDNEY

- Electronic ticketing is
now available in Western
Sydney with the Opal card
rolled out for train custom-
ers on a further 22 train
stations.

- It means Opal can now
be used on stations from
Homebush to Casula via
Granville, as well as along
the Carlingford line and to
Olympic Park - a further
extension of Opal along 26
stations will occur on 28
February from Harris Park
to Emu Plains and also to
Richmond via Schofields.

- Opal will make a huge
difference for train cus-
tomers in Western Sydney
giving them benefits such
as lower fares, weekly
travel rewards, daily caps
and discounts for off-peak
travel

«Foraregular Parramattato
Town Hall train commuter
a weekly paper ticket costs
$41.00, and with Opal cus-
tomers will only pay $31.60
and be rewarded with free
travel on any mode for the
rest of the week after eight
paid journeys.

MACQUARIE  GENERA-
TION SALE TO ENABLE
INVESTMENT IN  IN-
FRASRTRUCTURE

- The NSW Government
has agreed to sell Macqua-
rie Generation to AGL En-
ergy, freeing up valuable
resources for investment

in critical infrastructure

projects across NSW.

- The gross sale proceeds
consist of $1.505 billion in
proceeds from AGL Energy
and cash of $220 million
currently held by Macqua-
rie Generation — the sale is
conditional on the ACCC
not opposing the outcome.

- Treasurer Mike Baird said
the sale will allow the NSW
Government to recycle
the value of the asset on
the balance sheet, which
means more money for
critical road, school and
hospital projects across
NSW.

GOSFORD WATERFRONT
TO BE REVITALISED

- Waterfront dining and
shopping, along with new
apartments and jobs are
the future of Gosford’s
waterfront under plans fi-
nalised today by the NSW
Government.

 Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure Brad Haz-
zard has approved the
rezoning of 9.9ha on Gos-
ford’s waterfront by the
Central Regional
Development Corporation
(CCRDC) to allow a combi-
nation of commercial, resi-
dential, hotel and confer-
ence facilities stimulating
commercial activity and
creating up to 2,000 new
jobs.

Coast

e This will include new
regional
cilities, spaces and rec-
reational areas and new
waterside restaurants and
retail facilities on an ex-
panded Breakwater.

community fa-

- This is great news for the
revitalisation of Gosford’s
waterfront and will help
boost the Central Coast’s
economy by acting as a
catalyst for the renewal
of the Gosford CBD. View
further information on the
rezoning of the Gosford
waterfront at. www.ccrdc.
nsw.gov.au

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS
ON NEW SCHOOLS FOR
SYDNEY’S NORTH WEST

* NSW Premier and Minister
for Western Sydney Barry
O’Farrell has turned the
first sod for the construc-
tion of a new education pre-
cinct at The Ponds in Syd-
ney’s North West — which
will include a new primary
school, high school and a
school for students with
special needs.

e The delivery of these
new schools will ensure
that as housing is built in
Sydney’s North West there
will be places available for
students to attend a public
school.

- The NSW Liberals & Na-
tionals Government is
investing more than $50
million in the new schools
which will accommodate
1,780 students and open
at the start of 2015.

. Unlike the former
Labor government, we are
building projects to meet
Sydney’s future needs,
including the North West
Rail link and the three new
schools at The Ponds.

SOUTH WEST RAIL LINK
MILESTONE: 14 BRIDGES
COMPLETED

- Fourteen bridges along
the South West Rail Link
between Glenfield and
Leppington have now been
completed, marking an-
other important milestone
in the major infrastructure
project.

- Passenger services for
the South West Rail Link
are now on track to com-
mence in 2015 — one year
earlier than originally
planned, and the project is
$100 million under the $2.1
billion budget.

- Each of these crossings
has been a significant
achievement - the 80-
metre Hume Highway un-

derpass for example was
constructed while tens
of thousands of drivers
passed overhead, across
eight lanes of traffic.

. The South West
Rail Link is a key part of the
NSW Government’s record
infrastructure program
including the North West
Rail Link, WestConnex,
Pacific and Princes High-
ways, and new hospitals in
Campbelltown, Blacktown,
Tamworth, Dubbo, Parkes
and Wagga Wagga.

$8.6 MILLION MAITLAND
SPORTSGROUND UP-
GRADE

e The first NSW Govern-
ment Community Cabinet
meeting of the year has
been held in the Hunter,
where an $8.6 million up-
grade of the Maitland Re-
gional Sportsground was
announced.

. The Hunter Infrastruc-
ture and Investment Fund
(HIIF) will contribute $5.6
million, which will be com-
plimented by a further $3
million from Maitland City
Council.

- The NSW Government
will help fund Stage One
of the four stage project,
which will see the current,
out-dated grandstand de-
molished to make way for
a brand new pavillion.

. When this upgrade is
complete it will provide
vastly improved facilities
for players, spectators
and potentially our local
visitor economy as sport
and other events consider
Maitland as their venue of
choice.

WORK TO BEGIN ON BUR-
RENDONG DAM

- Construction will begin in
March on more than $12.4
million upgrade works on
the Burrendong Dam in the
State’s Central West.

« The two separate projects

are the $4 million world-
first cold water works and
the $8.4 million second
phase of dam safety up-
grade works.

- The NSW Government is
committed to improving vi-
tal water infrastructure for
our regional communities.

- The NSW Government
has invested more than
$300 million in dam safe-
ty upgrades in the last
three years - industry es-
timates about 60 per cent
of funding for dam safety
upgrades is injected into
local economies through
purchase of materials, la-
bour and engaging local
subcontractors.

INDIAN TOURISTS EN-
COURAGED TO HAVE A
‘JHAPPI TIME’ IN NSW

- A Bollywood-style tour-
ism campaign aimed at en-
couraging visitors from In-
dia to come to Sydney and
NSW has been launched
as the NSW Government
continues to grow tourism
in one of our key priority
markets.

. Sydney is the number
one Australian destination
for Indian travellers, and
regional NSW is growing in
popularity so the ‘Jhappi
Time’ campaign — or ‘Hug
Time’ in Hindi - aims to in-
crease the State’s popular-
ity among Indian tourists.

- India is one of the State’s
most important tourism,
trade and business invest-
ment markets, and ‘Jhappi
Time’ will enhance tourism
from India, which is cur-
rently worth an estimated
$183 million a year to the
NSW economy.

- The NSW Government is
committed to boosting the
number of tourists visiting
our shores because of its
importance to growing the
economy and improving
jobs, especially for young
people.
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EASTHILLS SCHOOL AWARDED A$2,500

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GRANT

g2 55

TN

; N2

PHOTO: (L to R) Glenn Brookes MP, Minister Robyn Parker, Members of
the East Hills Girls Technological High School Environmental Committee

Environment Minister
Robyn Parker and Member
for East Hills Glenn Brooks
announced, on wednes-
day 12 February, East Hills
Girls Technology High
School will receive $2,500
to establish native gardens
at the front of the school.
Mr Brooks said the four
sport houses of the school
are Telopea, Melaleuca,
Eucalyptus and Banksia
and these native species
will line a path.

“The native gardens will of-
fer students a tangible un-
derstanding of the plants
used by Australian Aborigi-
nal people for food and re-
sources,” Mr Brooks said.
“By increasing the school’s
biodiversity, students and
their families will be shown
the beauty and value of our
local natural resources.”
Ms Robyn Parker said this
was just one of 52 grants
recently announced in ad-
dition to the 80 grants an-
nounced last November.

“The combined total of
2013 Eco Schools and.
Food Gardens in Schools
grants is $382,000; and
this will have an enormous
impact for students and the
environment in NSW,” Ms
Parker said.

“Projects like those funded
in this grant round inspire
students and the wider
community to consider
their environment and em-
power them to help protect
it.”

The overall objective of the
Eco Schools program is to
support schools to develop
best practice in environ-
mental education and inno-
vative solutions to environ-
mental issues.

The Food Gardens in
Schools Program provides
learning opportunities for
students, teachers and oth-
er members of the school
community about healthy
sustainable living through
growing and harvesting
food in school gardens.

PM downplays trouble with

Indonesia ties

PRIME Minister Tony Ab-
bott has expressed frus-
tration at the lack of prog-
ress on negotiations for a
new joint code of conduct
with Indonesia amid new
spying claims.

Jakarta demanded the
code following revela-
tions last year that Aus-
tralia spied on Indonesian
President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono and members
of his inner circle.
Indonesia wants the code
finalised before it will lift a
temporary ban on people
smuggling co-operation
with Australia.

Mr Abbott admits prog-
ress so far has been slow.
“I'd like it to progress
much faster,” the prime
minister told ABC radio
on Monday.

Already strained relations
between the two nations
have been dealt a fur-
ther blow following new
reports that Australia’s
Defence Signals Director-
ate (DSD) offered its US
counterpart information
on trade talks with Indo-
nesia.

Mr Abbotit repeated ear-
lier comments that Aus-
tralia did not collect in-

telligence for commercial
purposes.

He refused to be drawn
on details of a leaked
DSD memo suggesting
the information was be-
ing used by commercial
clients, saying it is being
assumed by media as fac-
tual.

“I don’t talk publicly about
allegations of this nature
... except to say that Aus-
tralia does need to have a
strong intelligence opera-
tion,” he said.

Mr Abboit also did not
directly address whether
the latest leaks have fur-
ther damaged ties with
Indonesia.

“If the media wants to talk
constantly about this kind
of thing inevitably it will
dominate conversation.
“My job is to try to get
us talking about the
strengths rather than the
weaknesses.”

Mr Abboit also played
down Indonesian threats
to raise their concerns
over border protection
with the visiting US Sec-
retary of State John Kerry,
saying he was “thrilled”
they would be holding
talks.

G20 should take lead from

NSW: Hockey

FEDERAL Treasurer
Joe Hockey will hold up
the NSW state as an ex-
ample of how to expand
the economy through
infrastructure projects
when he meets his in-
ternational counterparts
this weekend.

Mr Hockey will host the
G20 finance ministers
and central bankers’
meeting in Sydney, the
first gathering of the fo-
rum under Australia’s
2014 presidency.

“The decisions that are
made this weekend, to-
gether with decisions
that will be made over
the next 12 months un-
der the leadership of
Australia will have an
impact on the global
economy,” Mr Hockey
told reporters in Sydney
on Thursday.

In a joint media confer-
ence with NSW treasur-
er Mike Baird, Mr Hock-
ey praised the approach
of the state of recycling
government investment
in existing assets into
new assets.

“The sales of ports with
the proceeds going into

new road infrastructure
is a benchmark for the
rest of Australia and ar-
guably many countries
around the world,” he
said.

“Ill be using that as a
clear example with G20
finance ministers this
weekend.”

He will attempt to ne-
gotiate a global growth
target that is faster than
the 3.7 per cent to four
per cent forecast by the
IMF.

“If we have a growth as-
piration which is higher
than that, and we lay
down a pathway for in-
dividual countries to get
there, then we’re going
to create the jobs and
get global trade going
at level that we need in
order help to increase
prosperity and  ulti-
mately help us to pay
down our deficit and
our debts,” he told ABC
radio.

He expects there will
be a heated discussion
around the US Federal
Reserve’s decision to
start winding back on
its stimulus program.

Asylum seekers arrested at PNG

AS many as 26 asylum
seekers may have sus-
tained injuries after a clash
with Papua New Guinea
police at the Australian-run
asylum seeker detention
centre on Manus Island, lo-
cal sources say.

Riot police were called
amid escalating tensions
between guards and de-
tainees on Sunday at the
facility, where 1300 asylum
seekers are housed.

Local journalist Nick Solo-
mon says a group of more
than 30 asylum seekers
broke down the beach-side,
back fence to the centre
and ran.

After breaching the fence,
the group were confronted
by riot police.

“They have injuries from
fighting with the guards,”

Mr Solomon said, adding
he had been told by deten-
tion centre staff 26 asylum
seekers suffered injuries
and were being treated on
the base.

“They were having, I think,
a peaceful protest and one
of them lit a fire, then the
guards had to find out how
they got the matches.
“They broke down the back
fence on the beach side,
ran around and had a fight
with security.”

Mr Solomon said nine asy-
lum seekers were arrested
although local MP Ron
Knight said earlier on Mon-
day that seven had been ar-
rested.

Australian staff were still in-
side the centre and the pe-
rimeter was being patrolled
by police and defence per-

sonnel, Mr Solomon added.
Tensions at the centre had
been simmering after three
asylum seekers were ar-
rested last week following a
fight with a guard.

“Those three are now in
police cells,” Mr Solomon
said.

The CEO of Lorengau hospi-
tal, Dr Otto Numan, said his
staff were on alert Sunday
night after hearing about
the fight between asylum
seekers and guards.

“We were on stand-by, just
in case,” he said.

“But from last night to this
morning, there have been
no reports out about inju-
ries.”

He confirmed he would only
be notified if the injuries
couldn’t be treated on the
base.

Mr Knight dismissed reports
of a breakout at the centre,
saying PNG immigration
told him this was false.
“That’s BS,” he told AAP.
“There was a fight late (Sun-
day) afternoon amongst
themselves.

“They have been arrested
and will face court this
week.”

Mr Knight said he was wait-
ing for more information
from his staff in Manus.
Immigration Minister Scott
Morrison said in a state-
ment on Monday “a num-
ber” of asylum seekers
were arrested after a “dis-
turbance” and the centre
was now “calm” and staff
were safe.

News of the incident
emerged after refugee ad-
vocacy groups reported

a riot squad was mobil-
ised when asylum seekers
breached the centre’s pe-
rimeter fence on Sunday
afternoon.

Mr Morrison said a number
of asylum seekers had re-
ceived medical treatment
and there was minor prop-
erty damage.

Mr Morrison later told Mac-
quarie Radio the incident
ran for about an hour and
quarter.

“l understand that last night
there were 35 transferees
who, following a meeting
with some of the local cen-
tre staff about a range of
issues, took down a sec-
tion of fence and they ab-
sconded from the centre,”
he said.

The persons were quickly
located.

Mr Morrison said eight
were arrested and taken to

Lorengau police station.
Some 19 transferees went
to the centre’s clinic for
medical attention, “none
of which was involving any
sort of life threatening or
serious conditions of that
nature”.

Prime Minister Tony Abbotit
said the only way to avoid
disturbances at detention
centres was to ensure asy-
lum seekers don’t try to
come to Australia by boat.
“If you come to Australia
illegally by boat this is, I'm
afraid, what happens to
you. As far as this govern-
ment is concerned the way
is shut,” he told ABC radio.
Boat arrivals are being
transferred to Manus or
another detention cen-
tre on Nauru and have no
prospect of being settled
in Australia under current
government rules.
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Craig Thomson outside Melbourne Magistrates’ Court this morn-
ing. Source: News Corp Australia

Craig Thomson entering court this morning to learn his fate on
fraud charges. Source: News Corp Australia

FORMER MP Craig Thom-
son faces jail for using
his Health Services Union
(HSU) credit cards to pay
for prostitutes and make
cash withdrawals.
Thomson, 49, has been
found guilty of dozens of
dishonesty offences over
the use of his credit cards
to make cash withdraw-
als, pay for prostitutes
and cigarettes and cover
some of his former wife’s
travel expenses.

However, charges relat-
ing to Thomson hiring
pornographic movies and
other instances of using
the card to pay for Chris-
ta Thomson'’s travel were
dismissed.

Magistrate Chatrlie
Rozencwajg said it was
an “affront to common
sense” that payments
to escorts could ever be
considered legitimate ex-
penses.

He said Thomson must
have known that using
the cards for personal ex-
penses was not allowed
under the union’s rules.
Thomson faces a maxi-
mum of five years in jail
for the offences.
Thomson, has
strenuously denied any
wrongdoing, showed

who

no emotion as the ver-
dict was read in the Mel-
bourne Magistrates Court
on Tuesday and made no
comment to reporters.
Family members of HSU
official Marco Bolano
shouted “liar” as Thom-
son left the court.

Mr  Bolano’s  partner
Kylee Brehaut said the
family had been through
hell after Thomson used
parliamentary privilege
to accuse Mr Bolano of
threatening to set him up
with “hookers” to end his
budding political career.
“You can’t be happy
about the misery of some-
one else, but that person
has caused myself, my
partner, my children, my
family and Marco’s family
a lot of pain,” Ms Brehaut
told reporters.

Thomson was found
guilty of six charges of
obtaining financial ad-
vantage by deception
over the payments to es-
corts, totalling more than
$5500.

Mr  Rozencwajg also
found Thomson guilty of
16 charges of theft over
the withdrawal of $6250
in cash.

Thomson was also found
guilty of obtaining finan-

Thomson found guilty of union deceptions

cial advantage by decep-
tion over the use of the
cards to pay for ciga-
rettes and for expenses
incurred after he resigned
from the union to become
an MP.

Mr Rozencwajg said on
some occasions Thom-
son was guilty of decep-
tion by using the cards to
pay for Christa Thomson
to travel, but not guilty
over other occasions in
which he paid for her
flights and accommoda-
tion.

Buying movies while
staying in hotels under
union business did not
meet the required stan-
dard to prove the charge
of obtaining financial ad-
vantage by deception, he
said.

Mr Rozencwajg said it did
not matter that the mov-
ies were pornographic.
He ordered that Thomson
not leave the country be-
fore his plea hearing on
March 18, and to remain
at a static address.
Thomson still faces pro-
ceedings at the Fair Work
Commission over the al-
leged misuse of union
funds.

HSU acting national sec-
retary Chris Brown said
Thomson had deceived
and exploited union mem-
bers.

“l promised the HSU
members that we would
seek to recover any mon-
ies stolen from the union
and that is exactly what
we intend to do,” he said
in a statement.

Federal Employment
Minister Eric Abetz said
Thomson misled parlia-
ment over the allegations
and owes an apology
to thousands of honest
union members, as well
as to parliament.
Thomson lost his NSW
Central Coast seat of Do-
bell at last September’s
federal election, standing
as an independent but re-
ceiving less than four per
cent of the primary vote.

Bikie and gang members hit with gun ban

MORE than 220 peo-

ple in NSW have been

Hockey backs AFP over Sev-

en raids

FEDERAL Treasurer Joe
Hockey has backed the
federal police after they
controversially raided
Seven Network’s offices.
Dozens of officers
searched the network’s
inner-Sydney offices on
Tuesday, looking for evi-
dence of a lucrative in-
terview with Schapelle
Corby.

The network denies a
deal has been made with

the convicted drug smug-
gler.
Mr Hockey was on

Wednesday asked wheth-
er he agreed with Seven
that the raids were “over-
kill”.

“I support the AFP,” he
told reporters in Sydney.

Seven’s commercial di-
rector Bruce McWilliam
said a senior federal min-
ister expressed ‘“regret”
over the raids in a tele-
phone conversation with
him.

Communications Minis-
ter Malcolm Turnbull later
admitted to speaking with
Mr McWilliam but denied
offering an apology.

Mr Hockey would not be
drawn into commenting
specifically on the raids,
saying it was a matter for
the AFP.

“It’s not a matter for us,”
he said.

“m sure they would
have got a warrant and
gone through the prior
processes.”

Govt needs jobs plan, says

Labor

OPPOSITION Leader Bill
Shorten says the federal
government needs short
and long-term solutions to
keep the manufacturing in-
dustry alive.

Aluminium giant Alcoa
will close its rolling mill in
Geelong, along with a sec-
ond rolling mill in Yenno-
ra, NSW, affecting almost
1000 workers.

Mr Shorten, who spoke
with Alcoa management
on Tuesday, said it was
a devastating announce-
ment for the company’s
workers and their families.
The global over-supply

of aluminium, a dramatic
drop in aluminium prices
and a high Australian dol-
lar made the continuation
of the operations impos-
sible.

“The Abbott government
must provide adjustment
packages for these re-
gions and transition assis-
tance for these workers,”
Mr Shorten said.

“Labor stands ready to
work with the government
to ensure this happens as
soon as possible.”

He said that in the long-
term the government
needed a jobs plan.

banned from possess-
ing firearms, the major-
ity of them members of
bikie and other criminal
gangs.

NSW Police say those
issued with Firearm
Prohibition Orders in-
clude AA members and
associates of the Broth-
ers For Life gang, A2
members of the Rebels
outlaw motorcycle gang
and 39 men associated
with Assyrian organised
crime networks.

Others include 21 mem-
bers of the Nomads bikie
gang, seven members of
the Comancheros bikie
gang and six members
of the Hells Angels.

In total, 223 people
have now been issued
with Firearm Prohibition
Orders, police said on
Wednesday.

Of those orders, 59
have been in place for a
number of years, while
164 have been issued
since November 1 last
year, the day the NSW
parliament passed the
Firearms and Crimi-
nal Groups Legislation
Amendment Bill 2013.
That law decrees that
anyone served with a
Firearm Prohibition Or-
der is banned from ac-
quiring, possessing or
using a firearm, a fire-
arm part, or ammuni-
tion.

The law also provides
police with significant
powers to stop and
search such a person.
NSW Police Field Op-
erations = Commander,
Deputy Commissioner
Nick Kaldas, said offi-
cers were regularly us-
ing the powers the or-
ders afforded them.

“As we have said all
along, getting illegal
guns - and the crimi-
nals who use them - out
of our communities re-
mains one of the NSW
Police Force’s major
priorities.”
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Liberal MPs face suspension for links to

ICAC inquiry

Former energy minister Chris Hartcher. Photo: Supplied

Former energy minister
Chris Hartcher and central
coast MPs Chris Spence
and Darren Webber are
set to be suspended from
the Liberal Party after be-
ing named in two major
corruption inquiries.

A senior government
source confirmed the Lib-
eral Party had begun pro-
ceedings against the trio.
The decision was taken
on Tuesday night after the
O’Farrell government was
dragged into the scandal
surrounding the family
of former Labor power-
broker Eddie Obeid, with
an announcement public
hearings would begin in
weeks.

The MPs have only just
renominated for preselec-
tion in their central coast
seats for the March 2015
state election.

But on Tuesday members
of Mr Spence’s electoral
conference for The En-
trance were told a meet-
ing scheduled for next
Monday to confirm his
candidacy was cancelled
until further notice.

The Independent Com-
mission Against Corrup-
tion will hold a public in-
quiry, starting on March
117, into allegations of cor-
rupt conduct by public of-
ficials and “persons with
an interest” in the Obeid-
linked company Austra-
lian Water Holdings.

A second inquiry will be
held from April 28 into
allegations Mr Hartcher,
who is the member for

Terrigal, The Entrance MP
Mr Spence and Wyong
MP Mr Webber “corruptly
solicited,
concealed payments” in
return for favours.

received and

Australian Water, which
became one of the largest
donors to the NSW Liber-
als before the 2011 state
election, was allegedly
one of the sources of the
payments.

ICAC says the first inqui-
ry, Operation Credo, will
look at whether, between
2004 and 2012, interests
in Australian Water ben-
efited by inflating charges
to state-owned Sydney
Water corporation.

It will examine allegations
“public officials and oth-
ers” were involved in fal-
sifying a cabinet minute
relating to a public-private
partnership proposal by
Australian Water to mis-
lead a budget committee
of cabinet.

Mr Obeid and his fellow
former Labor ministers
Joe Tripodi and Tony
Kelly are alleged to have
“misused their positions
as members of Parlia-
ment” to try and influ-
ence public officials over
the deal.

Itis alleged that in Novem-
ber 2012 Liberal Party
identity Nick Di Girolamo
- a former chief executive
and major shareholder in
the company - and Eddie
Obeid jnr tried to mis-
lead ICAC’s investigation
into whether Mr Obeid
snr tried to use his posi-

tion as an MP to influence
public officials over the
proposal.

Within hours of the Tues-
day announcement, Mr Di
Girolamo resigned as a di-
rector of the state-owned
State Water Corporation.
The second inquiry, Op-
eration Spicer, will look
at whether between April
2009 and April 2012 Mr
Hartcher, Mr Webber and
Mr Spence, along with two
former staff of Mr Hartch-
er - Tim Koelma and Ray
Carter - corruptly solic-
ited payments for political
favours.

It will also
whether between Decem-
ber 2010 and November
2011 the MPs and Mr
Carter solicited banned
political donations.

The inquiry will consider
allegations Australian
Water Holdings, through
Mr Di Girolamo, made
“regular payments” to
Eightbyfive, a company
owned by Mr Koelma in
return for Mr Hartcher fa-
vouring Australian Water
interests. The payments
were allegedly claimed
to be for public relations
advice.

Mr Hartcher suddenly re-
signed from the cabinet
in December after ICAC
raided his office.

In 2012 Mr Carter and Mr
Koelma resigned and Mr
Carter was suspended as
Terrigal electorate officer
after the party referred
allegations they had
breached donations laws
to the Election Funding
Authority. A $5000 pay-
ment to Eightbyfive, from
Wyong builder Matthew
Lusted, sparked the refer-
ral by the party. Mr Lusted
was approached for the
payment by Mr Carter
shortly before the March
2011 election. It is under-
stood Mr Lusted’s name
and others were given to
Mr Carter by Wyong may-
or Doug Eaton, who has
refused to comment.

examine

EAST HILLS SCHOOL AWARDED A $2,500 ENVI-
RONMENTAL
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PHOTO: (L to R) Glenn Brookes MP, Minister Robyn Parker, Members of the East Hills Girls Technological
High School Environmental Committee

Minister
Robyn Parker and Mem-
ber for East Hills Glenn
Brooks on wednesday 12,
announced East Hills Girls
Technology High School

Environment

will receive $2,500 to es-
tablish native gardens at
the front of the school.

Mr Brooks said the four
sport houses of the school
are Telopea, Melaleuca,

Dutton attacking Medicare, says

Labor

FEDERAL Health Minister
Peter Dutton has been ac-
cused of softening up vot-
ers for the introduction of
a GP co-payment after say-
ing Medicare is unsustain-
able and those who can
afford it might need to pay
more.

Mr Dutton wants a na-
tional conversation on ris-
ing healthcare costs and
says the government is
considering ways to reign
in spending as part of its
commission of audit to
cut expenditure across the
federal budget.
Co-payments of up to $6 to
visit the doctor have been
flagged as one way to tack-
le the healthcare burden,
sparking concerns the Ab-
bott government will target
the Medicare system in the

May budget.
Asked if he backed a
co-payment, Mr Dutton

pointed out many Austra-
lians already made a co-
contribution when it came
to prescription medicines
and private health cover,
while others were already
paying to see a GP.

‘I want to make sure that,
for argument’s sake, we
have a discussion about
(people) on reasonable in-
comes whether we should
expect to pay nothing
when we go to see the doc-

tor,” he told the ABC TV on
Wednesday night.

“Should we expect to pay
nothing as a co-contribu-
tion, and other taxpayers
to pick up that bill? ”

In comments that suggest
people over 65 years may
be targeted by the gov-
ernment, the minister said
co-payments should be
considered “regardless of
people’s age’.

“If they have a means to
contribute to their own
health care, we should be
embarking on a discussion
about how that payment
model will work”, Mr Dut-
ton said.

Labor’s health spokes-
woman Catherine King
warned Mr Dutton intended
to “dismantle” Medicare by
introducing a “GP tax’.
“The introduction of a GP
tax will reduce access
to doctors for all Austra-
lians,” she said on Thurs-
day in a statement.

The Australian Medical As-
sociation is concerned a
co-payment would deter
people from seeing their
GP.

“‘We don’t want to create
a situation where people
defer seeking healthcare,
and that might be expen-
sive later,” president Steve
Hambleton told ABC Ra-
dio.

Eucalyptus and Banksia
and these native species
will line a path.

“The native gardens will of-
fer students a tangible un-
derstanding of the plants
used by Australian Aborigi-
nal people for food and re-
sources,” Mr Brooks said.
“By increasing the school’s
biodiversity, students and
their families will be shown
the beauty and value of our
local natural resources.”
Ms Robyn Parker said this
was just one of 52 grants
recently announced in ad-
dition to the 80 grants an-
nounced last November.
“The combined total of
2013 Eco Schools and.
Food Gardens in Schools
grants is $382,000; and
this will have an enormous
impact for students and the
environment in NSW,” Ms
Parker said.

“Projects like those fund-
ed in this grant round
inspire students and the
wider community to con-
sider their environment
and empower them to help
protect it.”

The overall objective of
the Eco Schools program
is to support schools to
develop best practice in
environmental education
and innovative solutions to
environmental issues.

The Food Gardens in
Schools Program provides
learning opportunities for
students, teachers and oth-
er members of the school
community about healthy
sustainable living through
growing and harvesting
food in school gardens.
Media Contact: Jim Daniel
9772 2774
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