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Currencies Level

AUDUSD 0.8780
AUDEUR 0.6480
AUDGBP 0.5330
AUDJPY 90.17

AUDNZD 1.0778
EURUSD 1.3551
GBPUSD 1.6474
NZDUSD 0.8146
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+/- %
0.0046  0.53%
0.0084 1.31%
0.0054 1.02%
0.8980 1.01%
0.0129 1.21%
-0.0104  -0.76%
-0.0079  -0.48%
-0.0054  -0.66%
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dddg Aled TPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your cument emiployer?
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? s time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As & rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Ewery IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and fo owur long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security requires gualified applicants for a vanety of
posiions all ower the Melbourne Meiropolitan area. To be
suitable to join cur team you must

= Hold a first Aid cerlificate
= Hold a current Viciorian Security Licence
= Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
= Speak fluent English

= Hawve excellent presentaticn

= Be reliable

We hawve the following security posifions available;
Crowd Condrol
{Events)

= RSA cerfificate
=  Aygilable T daysnighis

o e e

We hawe full time, part fime and casual positions.
available.
Previous Applicanis need not apply
Mo recruitment companies
Vietoria Licence Number: 774-201-105

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: emplovymentilipssecurity.com.au
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Sub-Category

Category Trucks

Tipper

0431 718 387

L o & 4

Gearbox and engine Volvo-
M&s body- bissaloy bin.-
Ready to be connected to trailer (available ring fitter).-
Dvd ,Navigation and reverse -camera in great

Make \Volvo I T I S A Volvo F16, -
Model F1689A Good Condition.-
It Conditi Good 14 Speed .-
vour 100 VOLVO

Price $45,000*

Colour ~WHITE F16 , A85HP S
o oo .
Registration BK49UR : J mw o

Tarps great condition.-
Very reliable truck...-
3 months rego-

Ready for work....
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

deilons 8 e Park NSW 2143

Spalll (w @Silol asmd
sl yaguaiy Alpkglgd
PETRPSWN SRR NN
0414552715

2 O ke 3218 |galad
Magic Drlvmg School
Jrant Fuslud| Jeid (Witeds
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0419979499 :Jlaint

Australia Phone carlls
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1 JLal] cliles gl gucs L) sags
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We will beat or match all prices
We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-G-#i):'-i-l'-' me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 4y m fokl

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au

BG Lic: 185750C
Glass & Glazing
For all your glazing needs
dslially Jiliald Zl2 3l S 5 (0 @SSLZL> sl
[WATN WPIE - FPIE W |
*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
D o @l Dlg>le * Dbyl
oLl SilS pd a0 ol - il § petsh
0408 888 777 sk = Juasdl
0404 015 551

(PERFECT INCOMETAX P /L)
ABN: 17 003 994 394

Safwat Arfan - Sayed

Manager
(B. Comm., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)
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Gl plllg 31,05
Al daa) 5 i s 393 30 ST auad
) | yidnd 19 cuuulond | gubanis !
e Qsae
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(Bell Tower Centre)
Unit 24 / 191 Parramatta Rd,
Auburn, NSW 2144

Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699
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124 Highland Ave
Yagoona NSW 2199

| Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042 |

L www.alankabout.com

N
OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd

®

BILLY FRANCIS

optionaformwork@yahoo.com.au

Selald! cueg dialf uaS,.‘ K] pS.ﬂ?l? b
(139331 Qlabky ydf 51> ¥ g
ki 3 (g | glica

PH: 02 9709 2267
Fax: 02 9707 3213

Mob: 0410 606 786

\\ Email: safwat@ozmail.com.au /

HASHAM TAILORING
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they are our business.

Ewvery IPS Security employese contributes fo our

excellence,

suitable fo join our feam you must:
# Hold a first Aid certificate

= Speak fluent English
= Hawve excellent presentation
= Be reliable

Crowd Comirol
[Evemnts)
= R5A cerificate
=  Ayailable T daysinights
Static positions
Patrol positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply

Mo recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Mumber: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: Hrﬂwnentd;hnsﬁemntvmm

—

disg Alea TIPS Security

Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for

Al IPS Security we value our employees and know that

As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indniaduals.

continued success-and fo our long-standing reputafion for

IP'S Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be

= Hold a curment Victorian Security Licence
= Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty

We have fhe following security positions available;

We hawve full time, part time and casuwal positions

¢ CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
_ % Registered Migration Agent
IPS ad MARN; 1174229
. > 'FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
& Security { CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
5:133"‘" Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
- At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
s ldaia! s experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
- *Permanent Visas
o e *Temporary Visas
<3 *Citizenship
L I.l;l.r- *Visa Cancellation
th-i g Cleds *Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
Akt W Ay | S - . . ”
= L g Gl lg Qlaleatly ddglazedlg 7 19 ol @uul o fubaed pgad
-’Iﬂ' . it *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
PP y g
il *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
ok ok 0457555555 :@8f ke JlaiSl
.“P‘“! ra j—'“‘-‘ *» - * e *» * . * -~
. 5yl 3 e kit 5 yongl ol yaded o B @SS e ppacnd
delad ?ﬂ*“f; 0413805930 ;03 1 ke (ol B3 g
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NSW GOVERNMENT WEEKLY UPDATE — 24 January 2014

TACKLING DRUG & ALCO-
HOL-FUELLED VIOLENCE

» Lockouts for the Sydney
CBD and Kings Cross and
an eight year mandatory
minimum sentence for drug
and alcohol affected one-
punch assaults will be in-
troduced as part of the NSW
Government’s package to
make our streets safer.

- The measures announced
build on our targeted ap-
proach to tackling drug and
alcohol-fuelled violence since
we came to government, in-
cluding the ‘Three Strikes’
regime, increasing police
numbers and powers and im-
proving public transport

- We’re getting on with the
job of making our streets
safer. The initiatives already
implemented have seen a
fall in violence on licenced
premises, but more
provement is needed and
that’s the basis of these
measures.

This tough and comprehen-
sive package includes:

« Eight year mandatory mini-
mum sentence for those
convicted under new one
punch laws where the of-
fender is intoxicated by
drugs andior alcohol, plus
new mandatory minimum
sentences for violent as-
saults where intoxicated by
drugs andjor alcohol,
 Introduction of 1.30am
lockouts and 3am last drinks
across an expanded CBD
precinct to include Kings
Cross to Darling Harbour,
The Rocks to Haymarket
and Darlinghurst;

» New state-wide 10pm clos-
ing time for all bottle shops
and liquor stores;

« Increasing the maximum
sentence to 25 years for the
illegal supply and posses-
sion of steroids — up from
two years;

« Increased on-the-spot fines
to $1,100 for continued in-
toxicated and disorderly be-
haviour disobeying a police
move-on order — an increase
of more than five times;

- Community awareness and
media campaign to address
the culture of binge drinking
and the associated drug and
alcohol related violence;

« Free buses running ev-
ery ten minutes from Kings

im-

Cross to the CBD to connect
with existing NightRide ser-
vices on Friday and Satur-
day nights;

* Remove voluntary intoxi-
cation by drugs or alcohol
as a mitigating factor when
courts determine sentenc-
es;

« Increasing maximum pen-
alties by two years where
drugs andior alcohol are ag-
gravating factors for violent
crimes including assault
causing grievous bodily
harm, reckless bodily harm,
assault against police, af-
fray and sexual assault;

- Enabling Police to impose
an immediate CBD precinct
ban of up to 48 hours for
trouble-makers;

- Introduction of a periodic
risk-based licencing scheme
with higher fees imposed for
venues and outlets that have
later trading hours, poor
compliance histories or are
in high risk locations;

- A precinct-wide freeze
on liquor licences for new
pubs and clubs will be intro-
duced.

ICAC RECOMMENDATION
IMPLEMENTED: MINING LI-
CENCES CANCELLED

- The NSW Government will
introduce legislation to can-
cel the exploration licences
for Doyles Creek, Mt Penny
and Glendon Brook.

- The cancellation of the li-
cences was recommended
by the Independent Com-
mission Against Corruption.
- The legislation will require
all exploration data on the
tenements to be provided
to the NSW Government,
and provide that the licence
holders will remain respon-
sible for any necessary re-
habilitation works on the
sites.

- No compensation is to be
provided for the cancella-
tion of these licences.

OPAL ROLLS INTO STRATH-
FIELD AND CENTRAL COAST
- The NSW Government has
announced the Opal elec-
tronic ticketing card will be
rolled-out to an additional
55 {rain stations, giving
thousands more customers
a cheaper, faster and more
convenient journey.

- From 31 January, Opal will
be extended to train stations

from Redfern to Strathfield,
Strathfield to  Hornsby,
Chatswood to Wyong, and
Epping to Chatswood.

- Opal is already accepted on
all Sydney Ferries services,
on two bus routes and at 11
train stations from the CBD
north to Chatswood, in ad-
dition to the City Circle and
stations to Bondi Junction.

- This important project is
modernising the way people
use public transport. By
the end of 2014, 40 ferry
wharves, more than 300
train stations and more than
5,000 buses will be Opal ac-
cessible, with light rail due
in2015.

TRAIN ON-TIME RUNNING
EXCEEDS TARGETS

- Sydney Trains has achieved
a strong performance in its
first six months of opera-
tion, exceeding Peak Punc-
tuality and On Time Running
(OTR) targets, and introduc-
ing more than 1,000 new
services as part of the new
timetable.

- New figures show Sydney
Trains achieved an overall
Peak Punctuality of 94 per
cent and OTR of 94.5 per
cent — exceeding its 92 per
cent target for both mea-
sures.

- The NSW Government has
worked tirelessly to show
customers they are our num-
ber one priority and we know
from their positive feedback
customers are starting to
see major improvements.

- Customers now have fast-
er journey times, cleaner
trains, new technology pro-
viding real-time information
on mobile apps, and im-
proved announcements.
INTERN DOCTORS BE-
GIN WORK IN HOSPITALS
ACROSS NSW

» A record 959 medical grad-
uates have this week started
their year-long internship in
the State’s public hospitals.
e During their one-year in-
ternship, the graduates will
complete compulsory terms
in the specialties of medi-
cine, surgery and emergen-
cy and rotate through met-
ropolitan, regional and rural
hospitals.

* NSW employs more interns
than any other state or ter-
ritory in Australia and this

year’s intake is an increase
of 32 places from 2013.

. The Premier and Health
Minister this week person-
ally greeted interns at West-
mead Hospital on their first
day, as well as speaking to
interns in Orange and Coffs
Harbour via teleconference
as part of the 111 interns
who are currently based at
regional and rural hospitals.
$30,000 FOR GOPRO CAM:-
ERAS TO HELP MARINE
RESCUE VOLUNTEERS

e The 3,200 volunteer mem-
bers of Marine Rescue NSW
are being equipped with res-
cue and training cameras to
help them better protect the
boating community.

- The NSW Government has
invested $30,000 in 10 Go-
Pro cameras which will be
installed on the frontline
rescue fleet.

- The operational footage
from these video cameras
will be invaluable in provid-
ing volunteers with realistic
training scenarios and res-
cue debriefings.

BLUE MOUNTAINS BUSH
FIRE CLEAN UP ALMOST
COMPLETE

- The NSW Government has
praised the efforts of those
involved in the Blue Moun-
tains bush fire clean-up,
with more than 90 per cent
of properties cleared three
months on from the disas-
ter.

- 181 properties out of 196
have been cleaned up. 12 of
the 15 remaining sites are
either being cleared inde-
pendently by residents or by
insurers outside of govern-
ment contracts.

- We’ve been able to clear
nearly all of the affected
properties in just over
three months, in proof that
the NSW Government’s re-
sponse was the right one.
NSW’S FIRST STRATEGY TO
REDUCE ADULT OBESITY
*The first stage of the NSW
Government’s  five year
strategy to reduce over-
weight and obesity levels in
the State has been launched,
as part of the State’s first
ever dedicated plan to ad-
dress adult overweight and
obesity levels.

. The NSW Government
will deliver more than $136

million through the NSW
Healthy Eating Active Living
Strategy, for evidence-based
programs that target chronic
diseases and obesity.

» The first component of the
strategy is a free telephone-
based service, Get Healthy,
staffed by qualified health
coaches who provide infor-
mation and ongoing, per-
sonalised support designed
to help individuals achieve
their weight loss goals.

- Getting Healthy starts with
a phone call to 1300 806
258 or by logging onto the
website www.gethealthyn-
sw.com.au

NEW SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
FOR AGED CARE

- The aged care industry is
working cooperatively with
the NSW Government to en-
sure all nursing homes in
the State are fitted with fire
sprinkler systems.

- New laws that came into ef-
fect 12 months ago require
all NSW nursing homes to
have fire sprinkler systems
installed.

- Almost half of the 885
Commonwealth-accredited
aged care facilities regis-
tered with the NSW Govern-
ment are already fitted with
fire sprinkler systems. The
remaining nursing homes
must meet either a Septem-
ber 2014 or March 2016
deadline.

- Implementation plans
show that as of September
2013, work had commenced
on retrofitting sprinklers in
18 per cent of these facili-
ties. Around 40 per cent are
in the first phase of their in-
stallation, the project plan-
ning phase.

MAJOR OVERHAUL FOR
BLACKTOWN STATION

- A major refurbishment of
Blacktown Station has been
announced, which will see
the station undergo a major
refresh and four of the sta-
tion’s 10 lifts replaced.

- The project includes light-
ing  improvements, the
painting of doorways, walls
and walkways, deep clean-
ing and minor repair works
like replacing tiles. Work will
start on replacing the first of
the lifts shortly.

- The $3.1 million lift re-
placement project involves

replacing four out-dated hy-
draulic lifts with state-of-the-
art air-conditioned electric
lifts which are wheelchair-
friendly and include braille
signage.

. The work forms part of a
wider station refresh pro-
gram which will see around
$20 million invested on im-
proving a number of sta-
tions this financial year.
PLANS UNDERWAY FOR
GOULBURN HOSPITAL RE-

DEVELOPMENT
« The NSW Government has
announced $600,000 in

funding to plan the redevel-
opment of Goulburn Hospi-
tal.

« The core of Goulburn Hos-
pital is 100 years old and
the NSW Liberals & Nation-
als are committed to deliv-
ering a first class facility so
patients are able to access
quality care, closer to home.
. The redevelopment of
Goulburn Hospital will de-
liver new Emergency De-
partment, inpatient beds,
ICUIHDU and paediatrics
services with refurbishment
of maternity and ambulatory
care services.

» The planning process will
involve consultation with lo-
cal staff, clinicians and man-
agement to identify the key
clinical priorities.
THREESISTERSDECLARED
AN ABORIGINAL PLACE

« The Three Sisters at Ka-
toomba, in the Blue Moun-
tains World Heritage Area,
has become the 98th Ab-
original Place to be declared
in NSW.

» The three sisters are sig-
nificant to Aboriginal cul-
ture as a mythical place of
legends and stories, and
this declaration recognises
the special cultural, social
and historic significance
of the site to the Aboriginal
community.

« More than 600,000 visit the
site annually, and everyone
is encouraged to visit the
Blue Mountains and learn
about the history of this
special place.

. The NSW Government is
committed to the recogni-
tion and conservation of
Aboriginal cultural heritage,
with 26 Aboriginal Places
declared since March 2011.
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NSW govt finalises CSG

safeguards

EXCLUSION zones and
other safeguards to pro-
tect homes and high qual-
ity farmland from coal
seam gas (CSG) projects
across about 5.3 million
hectares have been fina-
lised.

NSW Deputy Premier An-
drew Stoner says the re-
forms strike the right bal-
ance for communities and
industry.

“Today marks a signifi-
cant milestone in this gov-
ernment’s commitment to
balance the energy needs
of the state and the need
to support our vital agri-
cultural industry,” he said
in a statement on Tues-
day.

CSGexclusionzones were
in force for an estimated
95 per cent of dwellings
covered by current petro-
leum licences and tough
regulations were also in
place for NSW’s most
valuable agricultural land,
Mr Stoner said.

He said the government
had delivered the strictest
regulations around CSG
projects in Australia.

CSG exclusion zones
now applied to 2.1 mil-
lion hectares in NSW, Mr
Stoner said.

In addition, about 2.8 mil-
lion hectares of valuable
farming land was safe-
guarded by ensuring the
impacts on land and wa-
ter or resource proposals
were considered upfront
through the independent
scientific Gateway pro-
cess, he said.

Protection of “critical in-
dustry clusters” includes
60,000 hectares of vine-
yards and horse studs in
the Upper Hunter region.
Planning and Infrastruc-
ture Minister Brad Haz-
zard said in October that
CSG exclusion zones with
a 2-kilometre buffer had
been set up across exist-
ing residential zones and
the northwest and south-
west growth centres of

Sydney, where new CSG
activity is prohibited.

An additional five future
growth residential areas
have since been added
in the Gosford and Great
Lakes council areas, he
said.

The Nature Conservation
Council of NSW said the
safeguards were a “com-
mon sense” victory for
those concerned about
CSG projects in urban
areas but “key water re-
sources and sensitive
environmental areas” re-
mained at risk.

“Drinking water catch-
ments are still not pro-
tected, neither are impor-
tant natural assets like
the Pilliga Forest, which
is set to be carved up and
polluted by gas develop-
ment,” campaigns direc-
tor Kate Smolski said in a
statement.

The “independent scien-
tific gateway” process,
under which a panel
conducts a preliminary
review of an application
before a full proposal is
submitted, is pointless,
she added.

“The panel has no power
to refuse. The gateway
is permanently propped
open, leaving productive
agricultural land exposed
to mining and gas devel-
opment.”

The NSW Greens called on
the O’Farrell government
to increase the amount of
land protected from coal
seam gas mining.

“Only 3.371 per cent of
NSW’s land area is pro-
tected from fracking for
coal seam gas, and only
0.4 per cent of land is
classified as a critical in-
dustry cluster,” Greens
MP Jeremy Buckingham
said in a statement.

He said that “96.6 per cent
of NSW, including most
agricultural, environmen-
tal and tourism areas, can
still be turned into a gas
field”.

Abbott accuses ABC of
working against Aust

The PM questioned whether the
ABC was working against Austra-
lia. Source: News Limited

TONY  Abbott has
launched a scathing at-
tack on the ABC, ques-
tioning whether it’s
working in Australia’s
interests and saying it
should stick to straight
news gathering.

“It dismays Austra-
lians when the national
broadcaster appears to
take everyone’s side but
our own and I think it is
a problem,” the prime
minister told Macquarie
Radio on Wednesday.
“You would like the na-
tional broadcaster to
have a rigorous com-
mitment to truth and at
least some basic affec-
tion for the home team,

so to speak.”

Mr Abbott has been
critical of the ABC for
broadcasting the claims
of asylum seekers who
claim Australian sail-
ors forced them to hold
hot engine parts, burn-
ing their hands. He was
also critical of its role in
breaking the story about
Australian spying on In-
donesia, which caused a
major diplomatic crisis.
The spying allegations
came from US secu-
rity agency documents
leaked by whistleblower
Edward Snowden.

“The ABC seemed to
delight in broadcast-
ing allegations by a
traitor, this gentleman
Snowden,” he said.

“The ABC didn’t just re-
port what he said, they
took the lead in adver-
tising what he said. That
was a deep concern.”
He wants the ABC to be
a straight news gather-
ing and reporting organ-
isation.

They are entitled, like
all news organisations,
to report “credible evi-
dence”, he said.

“But you shouldn’t leap
to be critical of your own
country.”

FIRST LOOK AT PADSTOW

COMMUTER

]

CAR PARK

o

Minister for Transport
Gladys Berejiklian an-
nounced on tuesday a
tender has been released
for the delivery of a new
multi-storey commuter car
park at Padstow, as an art-
ist’s impression was also
displayed.

“The NSW Government is
wasting no time in deliv-
ering much needed pub-
lic transport upgrades for
Western Sydney under
the $170 million Transport
Access Program,” Ms Be-
rejiklian said.

“Once completed the new
multi-storey car park will
provide more than 90
commuter car parking
spaces and a number of
short-term shopper car
parking spaces, along
with motorcycle parking,
bicycle stands, toilets and
a ground floor pedestrian
plaza.”

East Hills MP Glenn
Brookes welcomed the in-
vestment in what he said
was an important project
for local commuters.

“These improvements will
provide easier access to
transport services from
Padstow Station as well
as nearby shopping facili-
ties,” he said.

“This tender release will
ensure that a contractor is
on board and ready to start
delivery of the project as
soon as planning approval
has been received.”

Local residents and busi-
nesses will now have an
opportunity to view and
provide feedback on plans
for the new commuter car
park. Feedback will be
considered in finalising
the project design. Con-
struction is expected to
begin later this year.

The car park is being
delivered as part of the
Transport Access Pro-
gram, a NSW Government
initiative to deliver ac-
cessible, modern, secure
and integrated transport
infrastructure where it is
needed most.

MEDIA: Jim Daniel 0408
461 952

Bikies can’t be sacked from union: Noonan

THE head of the construc-
tion union embroiled in cor-
ruption claims says bikies
could be working within his
organisation, but there’s
nothing he can do about it
A joint ABC-Fairfax Media
investigation claims union
officials are making corrupt
deals to help companies
linked to organised crime
secure construction con-
tracts.

Bikies are also alleged to
have been called in help se-
cure these contracts.
Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union
(CFMEU) national secretary
Dave Noonan says there are
about 100,000 members in
his union.

“Some of them will inevi-
tably be members of mo-
torcycle clubs, and some
of those clubs may be, if
you like, outlaw motorcycle
clubs,” he told the Nine
Network on Wednesday.
He said the union will sack
anyone who has acted cor-
ruptly, but can’t fire some-
one just for being a bikie.
“The union does not have
the ability or indeed the
desire to interrogate every-
body about their associa-
tions,” he said.

The latest revelations about
alleged bribery and cor-
ruption in the trade union
movement has bolstered
calls for a royal commis-
sion and the return of the

Australian Building and
Construction Commission
(ABCC).

Victoria’s desalination plant
and Sydney’s Barangaroo
South development are
among a number of proj-
ects with which companies
connected to major crime
figures are reportedly in-
volved.

Mr  Noonan, however,
stressed that the police are
best placed to investigate
such claims.

“I think that the proper
place to test the truth of al-
legations is through a full
police investigation and a
court process,” he said.

He noted that past allega-
tions made by the ABCC a

few years ago proved to be
false after court proceed-
ings.

He has also found no basis
for recent claims of cor-
ruption on the Barangaroo
site.

“I have been unable to find
any evidence,” he said.
Former CFMEU official
Brian Fitzpatrick also told
ABC’s 1.30 on Tuesday
that he received a death
threat from another union
organiser for raising con-
cerns about union corrup-
tion.

But Mr Noonan said both
the union and police inves-
tigated that allegation and
found it couldn’t be sub-
stantiated.
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Protesters stop work at NSW

mine

WORK at a controversial
coal mine in northern
NSW has been stopped
by protesters who say the
project will destroy a for-
est and its sacred Aborig-
inal cultural and burial
sites.

More than 120 people
have blockaded four en-
tries at Whitehaven Coal’s
$16T million Maules Creek
project, near Boggabri,
and attached themselves
to 13 bulldozers.
Protesters from  Mel-
bourne, Brisbane, Syd-
ney and the Hunter Val-
ley have joined locals in
the protest, among them
blind 91-year-old Kokoda
veteran Bill Ryan and his
65-year-old son.

“We need to remain here
to stop Whitehaven and
their contractors getting
access to the forest to
clear it” spokeswoman

Georgina Woods told
AAP.
“We’re quite happy to stay

here as long as we can.”
The protesters have been
agitating at the site for
two weeks.

Ten people have been ar-
rested during that time.
Clearing the forest for a
road and railway line to
service the open-cut coal
mine would destroy Ab-
original sites and vegeta-
tion and kill animals, Ms
Woods said.

Gomeroi elders have
asked federal Environ-

ment Minister Greg Hunt
for a A8-hour stay of
works, but are still waiting
for a reply 10 days later.
Mr Hunt has also refused
to release an independent
review of biodiversity
offsets, which is based
on “false and misleading
information,” Ms Woods
said.

“He has the power to re-
voke the approval for this
mine if it was given based
on false information,” she
told AAP.

“It’s pretty clear that that
is what’s occurred, that..
the decision to approve
this mine was based on
mistruths being put for-
ward by Whitehaven.”
After days of increased
action earlier in January,
authorities closed the for-
est, effectively blocking
protesters from entering,
saying large groups in the
area posed an increased
fire risk.

Anyone caught entering
the forest, which is closed
for the rest of the fire sea-
son, could be hit with a
$2200 fine.

A police spokeswoman
told AAP that officers
were at the protest sites
to do their job.

“It’s just another day there
for us, police are there to
ensure no criminal activ-
ity happens.”

There had been “no dra-
mas with the police,” Ms
Woods said.

Howard tells Labor to back ABCC

FORMER prime minister
John Howard says Labor
abolished his building in-
dustry watchdog at the
behest of its “union mas-
ters”, and it should now
get behind the Abbott gov-
ernment’s plans to resur-
rect it.

Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott is using new claims of
union corruption to press
his case for the return of
the Australian Building
and Construction Commis-
sion. He has also signalled
a possible new royal com-
mission into unions.

Mr Howard’s government
established the ABCC to
combat corruption and
cut down on industrial dis-
putes. Labor abolished it
“The former government
was told by its union mas-
ters to gut the ABCC. It
was a purely ideological
act,” Mr Howard told ABC
radio on Wednesday.

“At the very least | believe it
should be re-established.
“That is the policy of the
prime minister and his
government and the La-
bor Party should respect
that.”

Mr Howard’s comments
come after Employment
Minister Eric Abetz warned
about risks in the work-
place relations system
more generally.

He says employers and
unions must be encour-
aged to take responsibility
for the cost of their deals
- not just the cost to the af-
fected enterprises but also
the overall cost in relation
to economic efficiency.

“If this is not done, then

we risk seeing something
akin to the ‘wages explo-
sions’ of the pre-Accord
era, when unsustain-
able wage growth simply
pushed thousands of Aus-
tralians out of work,” Sen-
ator Abetz said in a speech
in Sydney.

“If the system is not driv-
ing the parties to act more
responsibly, then it needs
to be reformed so that it
does.”

He also took aim at “weak-
kneed” employers that
cave into “unreasonable
union demands”.

“I have often wondered
why they couldn’t just say
‘no’ from the outset? ” he
said.

“But I have also wondered
why the union bosses con-
tinue to push the envelope
in making unsustainable
demands, even when they
know that it will ultimately
end in their own members
losing their jobs.”
Opposition frontbencher
Richard Marles said Sena-
tor Abetz was living in the
past.

“There is absolutely no
way you could have a
1970s-style wages explo-
sion when you no longer
have a centralised wage-
fixing system,” he told Sky
News on Wednesday.

“For Eric Abetz to point to
that just demonstrates his
fundamental lack of under-
standing about how indus-
trial relations works in this
country.”

Mr Marles said unions
knew better than anyone
the importance of keeping
jobs.

PM backs Defence allowance cuts

The PM has backed a decision to reduce allowances paid to troops in
Afghanistan and the Middle East. Source: AAP

TONY Abbott has backed
a decision to reduce al-
lowances paid to Austra-
lian troops in Afghanistan
and the Middle East.

The prime minister says
Australia’s  involvement
in strife-torn Afghanistan
has changed and De-
fence’s decision is there-
fore appropriate.

Troops were routinely
operating in the field and
regularly engaged in com-
bat but have now moved
into training and support
jobs, he said.

“l think it’s a perfectly
reasonable decision,” he
told Macquarie Radio in
Sydney.

“It’s the sort of decision
which is made routinely
by the military at the close
of any campaign.”
Defence has moved to
wind back allowances
paid to about 400 troops
bow in Afghanistan and
800 in Persian Gulf bases
and aboard the Australian
navy warship operating in
the Middle East.

The move will save an es-
timated $20 million.

Field allowance, intended

to compensate for ardu-
ous living conditions and
previously paid to all per-
sonnel at the rate of $33-
$56 fax-free per day, will
now go only to those op-
erating in “field-like con-
ditions”.

But most in the Middle
East and Afghanistan now
live in air-conditioned ac-
commodation and eat at
established dining facili-
ties.

Defence is also reviewing
separate campaign allow-
ances, previously paid at
$200 per day tax-free for
those in Afghanistan and
$125 per day tax-free for
those in the Middle East.
It is also reclassifying its
operations.

Operation Slipper, which
previously covered the
entire Middle East, now
becomes Operations
Slipper (just Afghani-
stan), Manitou (naval op-
erations) and Accordion
(Middle East bases).
Slipper will continue to be
classified as warlike ser-
vice but Manitou and Ac-
cordion will be classed as
non-warlike.

Police to investigate

THE head of the Australian
trade union movement has
written to NSW and Victo-
rian police asking them to
investigate alleged corrupt
and criminal behaviour in
a powerful union.

It was revealed on Tues-
day that a lucrative con-
tract at Sydney’s Baran-
garoo South project was
granted to a labour hire
company run by George
Alex, who has known
links to criminal and bikie

gangs.
It’s alleged the contract
was granted after interven-
tion by corrupt Construc-
tion, Forestry, Mining and
Energy Union (CFMEU) of-
ficials.

There have also been al-
legations from a CFMEU
whistleblower that he re-
ceived death threats and
was offered a $300,000
bribe, sourced from union
members’ money, to leave
quietly.

corruption: ACTU

Rejecting government
suggestions that an in-
vestigation into the mat-
ter could form part of a
larger royal commission
into unions, Australian
Council of Trade Unions
president Ged Kearney
said on Wednesday that
police had been asked to
investigate.

“(Prime Minister) Tony
Abbott, by suggesting
that we need a royal com-
mission because of these

allegations is absolutely
absurd,” she told report-
ers in Sydney.
“Taxpayers’ money will be
wasted. $100 million will
be spent on what is noth-
ing more than a political
witch hunt.”

The ACTU “fully supports”
the CFMEU leadership
and if any allegations are
proved to be true wrong-
doers would be dealt with
“accordingly through the
law”, she added.

Ms Kearney said Mr Ab-
bott was trying to divert
attention “from the fact
that his government has
no policies that will actu-
ally help workers”.
Re-establishing the con-
struction watchdog, the
Australian Building Con-
struction Commission,
wouldn’t do anything
more than hinder unions,
she said.

Her comments  were
echoed by ACTU Secre-
tary Dave Oliver, who told
ABC radio a royal com-

mission was a totally un-
necessary witch hunt.

Mr Oliver said a building
industry royal commis-
sion was part of a coali-
tion plan that began after
the 2007 election cam-
paign when the union
campaigned
on workers’ rights.

“From that day onwards
Tony Abbott and his gov-
ernment have had the
trade union movement in
their sights and they are
determined to disempow-
er the movement.”

movement
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Australia Day Local Award winners honoured

Parramatta’s Australia Day
Local Award winners were
announced today at a special
ceremony held by Parramatta
City Council at Riverside The-
atres.

Lord Mayor of Parramatta, Cr
John Chedid, presented the
awards together with Parra-
matta’s Australia Day Ambas-
sador, Anthony Hasham AM,
director and chairman of Life
Education.

Cr Chedid said the Awards
were an opportunity for Coun-
cil and members of the com-
munity to recognise local
heroes who work tirelessly to
make their community a better
place.

“Being nominated for an Aus-
tralia Day Local Award is a
great honour and we’re very

proud to recognise individu-
als whose contributions and
achievements are an asset to
the City of Parramatta.”

“This is also the first year that
we’ve given out a Highly Com-
mended Award. All nominees
showed a strong love for their
community and this was our
way of giving that extra bit of
recognition,” Cr Chedid said.
“I congratulate all the award
recipients and nominees and
thank them for all their hard
work and dedication to our
community,” Cr Chedid add-
ed.

Award winners:

Citizen of the Year — Tim Man-
nah

Tim Mannah is the captain of
the Parramatta Eels NRL club
and has dedicated his time to

the community for a number of
years. As an ambassador for
the Ronald McDonald House
at Westmead, Mr Mannah reg-
ularly visits the house and de-
votes his time to the kids and
families staying at the home.
In 2013, he encouraged fellow
players to support the String
Movement, which helps raise
awareness and combats bul-
lying in schools. Mr Mannah is
also in the process of estab-
lishing the Tim Mannah Foun-
dation to help disadvantaged
youth in the community.
Senior Citizen of the Year —
Donald Hones

Don Hones works tirelessly as
support teacher at Granville
Boys High School. Don is al-
ways going over and above
to help “at risk” young men.
As a regular visitor to the
Granville Youth and Commu-
nity Recreation Centre, Don
provides young men with re-
sources, sometimes out of his
own pocket, such as clothing
and medicine to help them get
them get their lives back on
track. Mr Hones also assists

young men who are incarcer-
ated in Juvenile Detention
Centres.

Young Citizen of the Year — Al-
exander Roberts

Alex Roberts is a committed
environmentalist who at the
age of six began collecting
cans with his neighbour “to
save the planet” as well as get
some pocket money. When
his neighbour passed, Alex
decided to honour his friend’s
legacy by involving his school
in his can recycling business.
The money they raised was
used to help the SOS Orphan-
age in Vietnam. Expanding the
project to include local busi-
nesses, the recycling program
has grown and now helps to
sponsor five children through
World Vision.

For his efforts, Alex has been
awarded the Pride of Austra-
lia Medal and the NSW Gov-
ernment Community Service
Award.

Volunteer of the Year — Wendy
Purkis

Wendy Purkis has been an ac-
tive volunteer at the Ronald

McDonald House for over 30
years. At age 15, Mrs Purkis
still volunteers five nights ev-
ery six weeks to look after the
house. As the house’s longest
serving volunteer, Wendy has
made a difference to many
families with sick children.
Sportsperson of the Year — Mi-
chael Beauchamp

Growing up in Wakeley, Mi-
chael played his junior football
with Canley Heights, Wetherill
Park Westerners and Southern
Districts before breaking into
the National Soccer League
with Marconi and Parramatta
Power. Signed by the Central
Coast Mariners in the inaugu-
ral Hyundai A-League season
in 2004, the centre back then
made his Socceroos debut
against Bahrain in 2006.
Following his strong perfor-
mance Michael was selected
as part of Australia’s FIFA
World Cup 2006 squad and
subsequently earned multiple
football contracts overseas.
Michael was announced as a
Wanderers Foundation Player
in 2012 with the local boy
chosen as the club’s inau-
gural Captain. Michael was
instrumental in captaining

the side to the Premiership in
their debut season.
Community Project of the
Year - Friends of Duck River
Bushcare Group

Friends of Duck River are a
dedicated Bushcare Group
which has helped regenerate
the Duck River Bushland for
20 years.

The group has been success-
ful in their efforts to protect the
remnant trees in the Reserve
as well as the large patches of
native grasses which provide
a home to local wildlife includ-
ing a bearded dragon, a group
of pardalotes and the threat-
ened Cumberland Plain Snail.

Highly Commended Award
Dragoljub Brkljac — Citizen of
the Year

Jim Juillerat - Volunteer of the
Year

Lara Nakhle — Young Citizen
of the Year

Media Enquiries and Inter-
views: Catherine Orzinski,
Communications Officer -
Parramatta City Council. Tel:
(02) 9806 5669. Email: cor-
zinski@parracity.nsw.gov.au
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