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Arab Bank Australia
Currencies Level +/- %
AUDUSD 0.9352 -0.0017 -0.18%
AUDEUR 0.6934 0.0009 0.13%
AUDGBP 0.583 0.0005 0.09%
AUDIJPY 92.56 0.32 0.35%
AUDNZD 1.128 -0.0085 -0.75%
EURUSD 1.3486 -0.0038 -0.28%
GBPUSD 1.6036 -0.0044 -0.27%
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ONE STOP SHOP kel Juds
Sun/29/Sep (Church of Our Lady of
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Your Granny Flat Tues/1/Oct (Cathedral of St Thomas) 5pm;
78 Quarry Rd; Bosley Park
Contact ’
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L Saeed Mob: 0424695585 ) 102 Burwood Rd; Concord
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Lebanese Movement
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The UALM Sydney Branch

(At-tayyar al-watanee al-hurr)
invites you to

A memorial mass for

The martyrs of 13 October 1990 and the Lebanese Army

Celebrated by

His Excellency Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

On the 13" of October 2013 at 11:00 am
At Our Lady of Lebanon Church- Harris Park

AN ALY e Jlasy) ela ) OlXe Y sl samall oSl
Claudine Mansour Germanos 0401 663 004 - Michel Nakhoul 04122 10452

United Australian Lebanese Movement of NSW Inc.
P.O. BOX 3157 Parramatta NSW 2124
www.ualm.org.au

email: nswsecretary@ualm.org.au
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Sub-Category

Category Trucks

Tipper

0431 718 387

L o & 4

Gearbox and engine Volvo-
M&s body- bissaloy bin.-
Ready to be connected to trailer (available ring fitter).-
Dvd ,Navigation and reverse -camera in great

Make \Volvo I T I S A Volvo F16, -
Model F1689A Good Condition.-
It Conditi Good 14 Speed .-
e VOLVO

Price $45,000*

Colour  WHITE F16 , 485HP Pl
S e
Registration BK49UR : J ww o

Tarps great condition.-
Very reliable truck...-
3 months rego-

Ready for work....
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents
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Spalll (w @Silol asmd
sl yaguaiy Alpkglgd
PETRPSWN SRR NN
0414552715

2 O ke 3218 |galad
Magic Drlvmg School
Jrant Fuslud| Jeid (Witeds

daldl| day ohs ?
Jaladd) B (e g dlolal! 2 9o
Agla 5y - duwulio ylawl - 3lof

0419979499 jiaitt |

Australia Phone cards

alodl gud!

o3 Jhasdd clilha, glodl grar Lyt axgy f

Slasgll dlues balely ddgadf wlillally Sim Cardy [
We will beat or match all prices

We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-G-#i):'-i-l'-' me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 4y m fokl

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au

BG Lic: 185750C
Glass & Glazing
For all your glazing needs
dslially Jiliald Zl2 3l S 5 (0 @SSLZL> sl
[WATN WPIE - FPIE W |
*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
D o @l Dlg>le * Dbyl
oLl SilS pd a0 ol - il § petsh
0408 888 777 sk = Juasdl
0404 015 551

(PERFECT INCOMETAX P /L)
ABN: 17 003 994 394

Safwat Arfan - Sayed

Manager
(B. Comm., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)
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Gl plllg 31,05
gl oa) B ) el i 39330 1S1 el
) | yidnd 19 cuuulond | gubanis !
Sl wede
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(Bell Tower Centre)

Unit 24 / 191 Parramatta Rd,
Auburn, NSW 2144

Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699

é )

Cgr _Sicll
duted 9 S| oy gaSaad |
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124 Highland Ave
Yagoona NSW 2199

| Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042 |

L www.alankabout.com

N
OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd

®

BILLY FRANCIS

optionaformwork@yahoo.com.au

Selald! cueg dialf uaS,.‘ K] pS.ﬂ?l? b
(139331 Qlabky ydf 51> ¥ g
ki 3 (g | glica

PH: 02 9709 2267
Fax: 02 9707 3213

Mob: 0410 606 786

\\ Email: safwat@ozmail.com.au /

HASHAM TAILORING
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Advertisement

3 the Employment Services « Psychological Services
Disability Services « Injury Prevention & Wellness
Y ORS G ROUP Workplace Rehabilitation « Training

We make a difference

Visit: www.orsgroup.com.au Call: 1300 677 789

The one-stop centre for all of your
employment and workplace needs

Whether you're a job seeker, employer or employee,
we are at your service. The ORS Group has decades of
experience helping people and busineses to excel.

We will tailor solutions to meet your needs.
Get in touch today to find out how we can help.

A pad) ARl () 5alSy 5 ldiine Linal 2

Now your business can find staff...

FOR FREE!

Save time and money with our FREE range of recruitment services.

We assist employers within a range of industries, and can fill full-time, casual, temporary
and part-time positions, as well as Traineeship and Apprenticeship roles - all for FREE.

L\;A u—‘ﬂa ) J\AJ\ QS]\ eS.\SA.\ D Available on the iPhone
App Store

Download our FREE app at www.FindStaff4Free.com.au
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McDonald’s. Rockdale

603 Princes Highway

FAMILY VALUE DINNER BOX"
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Make it a lebanese summer
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Classica PL
12 Lincoln Street

East Brunswick VIC 3057
Tel: 03 9383 5222

Telopia Liquor Store

55 Adderton Road
Nl (P Telopia NSW 2117
tofeaei Tel: 02 9871 4295
0422946972
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World Lebanese Cultural Union Cot [ 3." Al
Geographical Region Council for Australia )ﬁ' ".Lh L\.‘J Hg..ﬂ
and New Zealand “? - rd J *
www.wlcu.com.au P | ‘# K
Address: P.O Box 299 Essendon North @ .e N
3041 *” |0 ! s “we
Mr Tony Yacoub President of the World . U. N | "“‘ @M
Lebanese Cultural Union (WLCU) ” . S lie LY
Geographical Region Council (GRC) for “M' O" ;'m.aﬂ eay.. & el.u.\.e %‘Q ‘ A .“”
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Mr Youssef Saba President of (WLCU) : ‘M b PLTS @ﬁm ‘...
State Council of Victoria o s - - . e ‘ N .ﬁ}g
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with tggbunvelzilngl]_ Iog[_t;e Bust of JJQ:J-[[,GJI-QQ‘.QJQW 0 0.4 A7 )
toran all 1bran dole CMas - e alel - Cilales - Glgj - dgla> "o 0 e wWaee e f " e .o
(1883 - 1931) T el : O bt A0 9 Al Bl | Leoge Aoyl sl
on Saturday 23rd November 2013 p ‘-"'!"""L"“/b‘."'?~9 “alry ﬁ::‘ J ! - bhﬁ .ji ‘:“ ’ “003
4:00pm sharp to 6:00pm oo st CA A Sioyse 8 o 5 s y Em’
at The State Library of Victoria OO \?hgé@;ﬁ}égg»w RN 5 v ‘ "9 * '\ ‘ G“ - ﬁ
(Experimedia Room) ’
328 Swanston Street, Melbourne Mob: 0418 175417 or 0425 822 244 254 Sydney Rd, COBURG VIC
Please reply by 3 November 2013 75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria Tel: 03 9384 6103
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Master License No: 409566317

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.

As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate

e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

e Bereliable

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au
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35 Nathan Dr, Campbellfield VIC 3061 - Email: excavation@andarigroup.com.au
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- o - - & . g, Registered Migration Agent
o |t el pﬂb A4S el B . N MARN; 1174229
* . . n UAY g FORALL ENQUIRIES
P ).g.s.ﬂ n ) \! CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ileddd| uadl audd () Lag uils

ON 0413 805 930.
) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

p At Central Imigration Solutions, our qualified legal
LG-GLQ-" u-“ experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
. o & e : o o *Permanent Visas
o4 als L‘eﬁ 3" ' ‘Hé-t *Temporary Visas
ARV 8 sabadsl *Citizenship
* ‘zﬁ T ) *Visa Cancellation
Jobidlg lbuuad| WS dail wgsdl *Deportation
“ o Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
eS|

OB (g Dfaleadly duglaiutly 191 ! p puadid 2o
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

Joad [ A ddlas . alalall A Guua .. ddd i oS

o o . *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
agd| (A dslw YE/YE Jaad Celebrant Reg No. A11175
* *Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
“ o - - 0457555555 :@d had
owed 4ol ple @I dutbid aseandl Buday Juaid 001 ohe Jhaidl

3 1 5 g b 5 gl 3l g o b S | et
0413805930 :dyf ke cptbnd G133 3okl

BELUESTAR

logistics
Oniidly pgad (uad dads
) ARV F YU TR ri (T
asant) 453 Lidac) Ayglatf L5 us

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

2432- Stanley Drive Somerion, Vic 3062
Tek {03) 9308 0880 - Fax:- {0'3) 9308 0506

BRISBANE: ADELAIDE PERTH:
155155 Newiom Rd 111 Beesleifh Rd 6 George Strect GE NcDowell Sireet
Tek: (02} 6787 9500 Tel: (07} 3344 7400 | Tek (0B} 8787 6BG5 | Tdl: {0E) 3451 4766
Fac (02) Fax- (07) 3344 7500 | Fax- (08) 8359 0044 | Fax {08) 8451 6744

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au
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Commonwealth agencies to be cut by

Abbott Government

Tony Abbott is cutting a wide swathe through Labor’s reform policies.

AGENCIES responsible
for tackling obesity, capi-
tal city planning and se-
curity advice on asylum
seekers are to be slashed
as Tony Abbotit takes the
axe to Labor’s reform
agenda.

Less than a week after
taking office, the Coali-
tion Government has
scrapped plans to build
a multimillion-dollar em-
bassy in Africa, and will
also wipe $100 million off
research funding.

The Prime Minister has
also pulled the pin on a
key Kevin Rudd initia-
tive - Community Cabinet
- as he instructs his new
ministry team to put the
broom through the bu-
reaucracy.

Key elements of Labor’s
reform agenda are being
dismantled.

The Major Cities Unit -
which provided advice
on developing Austra-
lia’s 18 biggest cities -
and the Social Inclusion
Unit in Mr Abbott’'s own
Department of Prime
Minister & Cabinet will be
dismantled.

The Coalition will also be-
gin unwinding key “nan-
ny state” agencies such
as the Australian Nation-
al Preventative Health
Agency, established to
lead the national fight
against obesity, alcohol
abuse and tobacco use.

Health Minister Peter
Dutton has been criti-
cal of ANPHA’s decision
to spend $500,000 on a
study into a potential “fat
tax” despite neither side
of politics supporting
such a move.

Senior ministers are now
searching for big savings
from departments with a
raft of back office opera-
tions and smaller agen-
cies on the chopping
block.

“It’s out of control,” one
senior minister said, of
the rapid growth in Com-
monwealth agencies.
Even the Australian In-
stitute of Criminology,
established by Gough
Whitlam in 1913, is un-
der review and could be
merged with a major uni-
versity. in a bid to save
millions of taxpayer dol-
lars.

Two major health agen-
cies - the Australian Insti-
tute of Health and Welfare
and the year-old National
Health Performance Au-
thority - are under re-
view and could have their
combined budgets - of
around $40 million a year
- slashed.

One micro agency likely
to be scrapped is the
Independent  Reviewer
of Adverse Security As-
sessments.

It was established in2012
last year and reviews as-

sessments by ASIO into
people in detention.

But with a $1 million a
year price tag, the Gov-
ernment will likely scrap
the organisation.

The future is also un-
certain for key agen-
cies such as the Human
Rights Commission.
Some senior Coalition
figures are keen to scrap
the Commission alto-
gether - but that would
provoke a serious politi-
cal brawl that Mr Abboftt
is not keen to have.
Attorney-General George
Brandis has signalled his
intention to challenge
what he sees as a Left-
controlled human rights
agenda, and the role of
issue-specific commis-
sioners - such as Disabil-
ity - could be broadened
as part of an overhaul of
the HRC.

The future of the national
Children’s Commission-
er - announced by former
PM Julia Gillard in Febru-
ary - is also in doubt. Its
role could be radically re-
shaped to focus on cyber
bullying.

Around $100 million will
be cut from Australian
Research Council grants
with the Government de-
termined to wipe out cost-
ly academic indulgences.,
such as a$443,000 study
into the “God of Hegel’s
Post-Kantian idealism”.

Senior Coalition figures
say the Australian In-
stitute of Criminology
will be reviewed to see
whether it should remain
a stand-alone agency.
The Institute produces
academic-style research
papers and there is a
view that its operations
should be taken over by
a big university, saving
taxpayers a considerable
sum of money.

Climate Change Minister
Greg Hunt has already
taken the knife to key
agencies, including the
Climate Commission.
And another of Kevin
Rudd’s pet
Community Cabinet, will
be scrapped with a sav-
ing of around $13 million
over the four year for-
ward estimates.

Other key Rudd reforms
- including the expen-
sive bid for a seat on
the United Nations Se-
curity Council - are be-
ing wound back with a
planned new Australian
embassy in Senegal to be
abandoned.

Scrapping ANPHA will
leave the Government
open to criticism that it’s
not taking seriously a raft
of key health challenges
- including the growing
obesity challenge and
tobacco and alcohol con-
trol.

But Mr Dutton is deter-
mined to slash hundreds
of millions of dollars in
bureaucratic expenses
and is reviewing the on-
going role of the AIHW -
which provides a nation-
al service on health and
welfare statistics.

The National Health Per-
formance Authority - es-
tablished in 2011 to pro-
vide uniform statistics on
the performance of hos-
pitals and other health
facilities - could also be
absorbed back into the
health department.

initiatives,

Cabinet to consider NBN
board resignations

FEDERAL cabinet is ex-
pected to consider the
resignations of most of the
board of NBN Co ahead
of a review of the Labor
government’s broadband
plans.

NBN Co chairwoman
Siobhan McKenna and all
but one of her board col-
leagues have offered their
resignations to the new
Communications Minister
Malcolm Turnbull.

It is understood the resig-
nations will be considered
at a meeting of the federal
cabinet.

The Abboit government
has flagged at least three
examinations into broad-
band: an independent au-
dit of NBN Co’s books, a
review of its commercial
progress and a Produc-
tivity Commission inquiry
into broadband policy.
The Liberal-National gov-
ernment wants to cut
down the cost and speed
up the rollout of a national
broadband network by
changing from a fibre-to-
the-premises to a fibre-to-
the-node model.

An experienced media
and telecommunications
adviser, Ms McKenna has
only been in the chair
since March.

NBN Co chief executive
Mike Quigley, who also
sits on the board, an-
nounced his retirement in
July but remains in the job

during the transition.

The coalition has blamed
the board and executive
team for massive cost
blowouts, timetable de-
lays and for contractors
losing money.

Former Telstra boss Zig-
gy Switkowski has been
flagged as a possible re-
placement for Mr Quigley.
A spokesman for NBN Co
told AAP on Monday: “We
have no comment.”

The NBN Co website
makes no mention of the
resignations, but states:
“This website is currently
under review, pending the
introduction of new gov-
ernment policy.”

Liberal frontbencher Mitch
Fifield said the govern-
ment would ensure there
was “good and appropri-
ate governance” of the
NBN.

Senator Fifield said the
Abbott government sup-
ported the NBN.

“All political parties are for
a national broadband net-
work - that is not what is in
debate here,” he said.
“What we are going to do
which is different is roll out
the NBN faster, but we are
not going to mandate that
every single house has to
have the same connection
at the same speed.

“We will provide for fast
speeds, speeds that are
adequate for people’s
needs.”

Costello won’t put up hand for audit

FORMER treasurer Peter
Costello has ruled himself
out of being a part of the Ab-
bott government’s commis-
sion of audit, but has offered
up his thoughts on what the
auditors should do.

Writing on what Treasurer
Joe Hockey should look for
when appointing people to
the commission, Mr Costello
says, “l will not be one.”

Any review of government
services should make sure
it offers practical sugges-
tions but ones which “try to
stretch the envelope”.

“An audit will be of no use if
it confines itself to the well-
worn paths that have been
visited and debated over and

again by the politicians,” Mr
Costello writes in News Corp
Australia papers on Tuesday.
“At the same time there is no
point in making recommen-
dations that have no hope of
implementation.

“A report which cannot be re-
leased is of no value. A report
which makes hopelessly im-
practical suggestions is little
better.”

Mr Costello headed up a com-
mission of audit in Queen-
sland when Campbell New-
man became premier.

That led to public servic-
es being slashed and was
strongly criticised by federal
Labor during the election
campaign.
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PADSTOW

PARKLAND

GETS A FACELIFT

Padstow’s Cutting Re-
serve is getting a face-
lift after $50,000 in NSW
Government funding was
awarded to the project,
State MP for East Hills
Glenn Brookes said.

Mr Brookes said the fund-
ing to Bankstown City
Council was part of a $2.5
million allocation to sup-
port new outdoor facilities
across Sydney under the
Metropolitan Greenspace
Program.

“l am pleased this funding
has been made available
to help recreational activi-
ties in the East Hills elec-
torate”, Mr Brookes said.
“The funding is provided
on a dollar-for-dollar basis
to Bankstown City Coun-
cil which means the East
Hills electorate will get an
overall $100,000 boost.”
The $50,000 in funding will
partially fund better path-

ways, stairs and a foot-
bridge to improve access
from the Davies Road car
park to Cutting Reserve
and Salt Pan Creek, as
well as weed removal and
revegetation works.
Planning and Infrastruc-
ture Minister Brad Haz-
zard said the funding
would help improve Syd-
ney’s open space to meet
the needs of its growing
population.

“This funding will help
Sydneysiders spend more
time outdoors and there-
fore become more active
and healthier,” Planning
and Infrastructure Minis-
ter Brad Hazzard said.
“Such funding is support-
ed in our draft Metropoli-
tan Strategy, which plans
for an additional 1.3 mil-
lion people in the 20 years
t02031.”

Since its launch in 1990,
the Metropolitan Green-
space  Program  has
awarded some $35 million
to councils for 562 proj-
ects.

Further information about
the funding can be found
at: www.planning.nsw.
gov.au

Media: Jim Daniel 0408
461 952

Labor leader hopefuls praise each other

Voters support Anthony Albanese (pic) over Bill Shorten as La-
bor leader, a new poll shows.

IT was all smiles and
handshakes as Anthony
Albanese and Bill Shorten
faced off at the first Labor
leadership debate in Syd-
ney.

The two men outlined their
vision for Labor on Tues-
day, without ever saying
they were better than their
opponent.

The event is part of their
nationwide campaign to
sway rank and file mem-
bers ahead of the historic
vote for Labor’s leader
under the party’s new
guidelines.

Mr Shorten started the
night by plugging his plat-
form of “Party, Policies
and People”.

“We cannot gift-wrap the
election result We came

second. More than that
only 34 in every 100 Aus-
tralians put a number one
next to us,” he said.

“We are attacked on the
left by minority parties
.. we have over a million
and a half Australians who
have moved their vote
from us to the Coalition in
the recent years.”

He said Labor would win
back these people on
ideas, positivity and fight-
ing for those who needed
a champion.

Meanwhile Mr Albanese
- who is running on the
slogan “Vision, Unity and
Strength” - opened by
heralding the reforms that
had brought the rank and
file to the debate.
Speaking to a packed

room of young, old and
in-between, Mr Albanese
was met with applause
when he said the process
was giving ownership
of the party back to their
“main strength” - their
members.

The former deputy leader
pointed to his credentials
as a member who had sat
through an opposition
and then worked within a
difficult parliament to get
legislation through.

Mr Albanese said his vi-
sion for the party would
simply be based upon
what people were talking
about around the kitchen
table, such as better edu-
cation, health care, child
care and job security.
Throughout the night he
also pointed to the issue
of sustainability, eliciting
laughs when he remarked:
“climate change didn’t
end when Tony Abbott be-
came Prime Minister”.

As the floor opened up
to questions, a man re-
ceived rousing applause
when he asked whether
both contenders were
prepared to lose an elec-
tion on a more humane
refugee policy.

However, both men de-

fended Labor’s tough-
love approach, saying
they didn’t want people to
die at sea.

As people quizzed the
contenders on a range
of issues, including aged
care, science and the role
of women in the Labor
leadership, the difference
between the two men’s
policies were largely in-
distinguishable.

But Mr Shorten wanted to
make it clear that Labor
was no longer just about
the leader.

“The era of the messiah
is over. No more messi-
ahs,” Mr Shorten roared
to widespread applause.
The men, both dressed
in dark suits, white shirts
and red ties, ended the
night by talking up the at-
tributes of each other, as
well as their own.

Labor faithfuls said they
hoped the leadership vote
would breathe new life to
the party.

“It feels like we’re part
of history being here to-
night,” Felicity Wade told
AAP.

“All of a sudden we’ve got
a stake beyond just work-
ing our guts out for the
cause.”

soon.

of the Year.

pena Reserve.

Shane O’Brien said.

an award.

Kostya Tszyu
David Hall

four Paralympic Games
Clinton Hill

Rockdale Council...Who’s your Hero?

Nominations for Rockdale City Council’s Australia Day awards are closing

The community is invited to nominate someone who deserves special recogni-
tion for Rockdale Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the Year and Sportsperson

The awards will be presented by Rockdale City Mayor Councillor Shane O’Brien
as part of Council’s Australia Day celebrations on 26 January 2014 at Peter De-

“Our community relies on volunteers for many community needs and they de-
serve public recognition of the contribution they make. Council wants to honour
citizens who have made an extraordinary contribution to our community.” Mayor

Nominees must live, work or attend school in the Rockdale LGA to be eligible for

Nominations forms are available from Council’s Customer Service Centre, Coun-
cil libraries and website www.rockdale.nsw.gov.au
Previous winners include:

Four time World Light Welterweight Champion Boxer
Australia’s greatest Wheelchair Tennis Player who competed in

Former Olympian athlete

NSW families get up to $250
power rebate

NSW families could re-
ceive up to $250 to help
manage their electricity
bills under this financial
year’s rebate, the govern-
ment says.

State Energy Minister
Chris Hartcher on Tues-
day called on eligible fam-
ilies to take advantage of
the energy assistance on
offer.

The rebate, which will
rise from $125 on 1 July
2013 to $150 by 2014, is
available to households
who currently receive the

Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s Family Tax Benefit
AorB.

More than 540,000 fami-
lies across NSW are eli-
gible to receive the rebate
as a credit on their elec-
tricity bill, he said.

If families are also eligible
to receive the NSW Gov-
ernment’s Low Income
Household Rebate, house-
holds could be saving up
to $250 off their electricity
bill.

“The process to apply
for the rebate has never

been easier with an online
application form to help
busy households receive
the assistance measure,”
he said in a statement.
“The money is there, the
funding for assistance is
available and so | urge
eligible families to submit
their application for the
2013/14 financial year.”
Families can apply online
at  www.energy.nsw.gov.
aulcustomersirebates or
by calling the Energy In-
formation Line on 1300
136 888.
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Govt to temporarily contin-
ue NBN rollout

MORE than 600,000
homes, businesses and
schools across the country
still have a chance of be-
ing connected to fibre-to-
the-premises  broadband
despite the coalition’s vow
to abandon the former gov-
ernment’s plan.

Many of them will prob-
ably miss out, but another
300,000 are guaranteed
the service thanks to con-
tracts signed under Labor.
Communications Minister
Malcolm Turnbull on Tues-
day directed NBN Co to
continue rolling out fibre-
to-the-premises (FTTP)
across the nation under
existing contracts “as rap-
idly and cost-effectively as
possible” while a strategic
review of Australia’s big-
gest infrastructure project
is conducted.

The internal review will be
completed by a hew board
of directors - following Mr
Turnbull’s request for the
resignations of the current
board - within 60 days of
their appointment.
Construction is due to
commence in more than
1.8 million premises within
the next year, with each ef-
fectively given a categori-
sation of a green light, am-
ber light or red light under
the FTTP model.

Under an interim state-
ment of expectations sent
to NBN Co, the green light
has been given to 300,000
premises in areas where
construction contracts
have been signed.

Detailed network design is
under way in amber-light
areas containing 645,000
premises where FTTP con-
struction work might begin
in time, however it's ex-
pected many will miss out.
The remaining 900,000
home and business own-
ers will have to wait for
the outcome of the internal
review as only preliminary
network design is under-
way in their areas.

The premises that miss out
on FTTP will likely have to
settle for the coalition’s

fibre-to-the-node  (FTTN)
plan, where it is expected
slower copper lines will
journey the final leg to the
premises.

Meanwhile, Mr Turnbull
said forecasts for the num-
ber of premises passed
by fibre cable have again
been revised down with it
expected to be 129,000 by
June 30, 2014, 1.74 mil-
lion by June 20, 2015, and
3.115 million by June 30,
2016.

A 2010 plan forecast 5.65
million premises would be
passed by mid-2016.

Mr Turnbull said while they
were aiming to set more
realistic targets, NBN Co’s
rollout process would actu-
ally be assisted by the use
of a wider range of tech-
nologies to connect busi-
nesses and homes to the
network.

“For example, this will al-
low NBN Co to trial the lat-
est VDSL technology to de-
liver superfast broadband
to homes and businesses
in  multi-dwelling  units
such as apartment blocks,”
Mr Turnbull said.

Mr Turnbull said he intend-
ed no criticism when he
asked NBN Co board mem-
bers to offer their resigna-
tions last week. All but one
have done so.

“That request should not
be regarded as any criti-
cism of any of the direc-
tors, least of all the chair-
man Siobhan McKenna,”
he said.

Federal cabinet will decide
the new board, which is
expected to include former
Telstra chief executive Zig-
gy Switkowski.

Opposition broadband and
communications spokes-
man Anthony Albanese said
the owners of the 645,000
premises who miss out on
the FTTP network would be
right to feel betrayed.

“This includes people liv-
ing in Tasmania, who were
assured before the election
that the -coalition would
complete the full fibre roll-
out in that state,” he said.

Come clean over raids, Bo-
wen urges Barry

\NSW  Premier  Barry
O’Farrell should suspend
three state MPs who are
reportedly caught up in an
ICAC investigation, acting
federal Labor leader Chris
Bowen says.

The Central Coast offices
of Liberal MPs Chris Spen-
ce and Darren Webber
were reportedly searched
on Friday,
seizing computers and
documents.

The raids came after the
Liberals referred matters
relating to political dona-
tions to the Electoral Funad-
ing Authority in May 2012.
A senior staff member
of Energy Minister Chris
Hartcher, Tim Koelma, re-
signed last year and his
electorate officer Ray Cart-
er was suspended over the
allegations on full pay.

Mr O’Farrell has hosed
down calls for him to stand
down Mr Spence, Mr Web-
ber and Mr Hartcher, say-
ing until the ICAC releases
a statement it is all just
“pure speculation”.

with officers

Mr O’Farrell has said he
could not ask the MPs
whether or not the search
had occurred, as they were
legally bound not to com-
ment.

But Mr Bowen said on
Tuesday that Mr O’Farrell
should “come clean
about what is going on
here”.

“Clearly he should be
suspending his state MPs
from his Liberal party
room while this investiga-
tion is under way,” he told
reporters.

On Monday the likely new
federal Liberal MP for Do-
bell, Karen McNamara, was
also drawn into the contro-
versy, as she was Mr Web-
ber’s campaign manager
for the 2011 election, Fair-
fax Media reported.

Mr Bowen said that was a
matter for Prime Minister
Tony Abbott and Ms McNa-
mara to explain.

“It is important that they
are very clear about her
level of involvement in this
investigation,” he said

Forrest spends big on
Fortescue shares

ANDREW  Forrest has
spent close to $24 mil-
lion increasing his major-
ity stake in iron ore miner
Fortescue Metals Group.
The Fortescue founder and
chairman bought more
than 5.2 million Fortescue
stocks on the share mar-
ket between September
17 and 23, for a total price
of $23.61 million.

That takes his ownership
stake to 33 per cent, which
is currently worth more
than $590 million.
Meanwhile, Fortescue
has taken control of ore
processing at its Christ-
mas Creek mine, where a
worker died in an accident
in a crushing plant last
month.

Fortescue says it has ex-

ercised its step-in rights to
immediately take over the
management and super-
vision of ore processing
from contractors Crush-
ing Services International.
The company stepped in
to ensure the safe and
hazard free operation of
the ore processing facili-
ties, Fortescue said.
Crushing Services Inter-
national’s owner, Mineral
Resources, said it was
confidentthe issues would
be resolved shortly.

While there has been
disruption at Christmas
Creek, Fortescue does
not expect its full year
production target range of
127 million tonnes to 133
million tonnes of ore, to
be affected.

Palmer candidate Jacqui Lambie
claims final Senate seat in Tasmania

The Palmer United Party has
won its first seat at the elec-
tion, with its candidate Jac-
qui Lambie taking out the fi-
nal Senate seat in Tasmania.
A A2-year-old single mother
with two children, Ms Lambie
squeezed past the Liberals’
third candidate Sally Chan-
dler and sex industry lobby-
ist Robbie Swan to win a seat
in the new Senate.

In the tightest contest in
Tasmanian history, Mr Swan
fell just 244 votes short of
overtaking Labor senator Lin
Thorp at the point where one
or other dropped out of the
count

With just another 0.08 per
cent of the vote, the Canber-
ra-based co-convenor of the
sex industry’s Eros Founda-
tion would have topped her
vote, won her preferences
and most likely gone on to
take the seat.

Instead, Ms Lambie won the
seat, winning 6.6 per cent of
the vote, in the Palmer Unit-
ed Party’s best performance
anywhere outside Queen-
sland.

She was helped over the line
by a horde of preferences
from other parties, ranging
from the libertarian Liberal
Democrats to the Greens.
The Palmer United Party
is certain to win a second
Senate seat in Queensland,
where rugby union legend
Glenn Lazarus won 10 per
cent of the vote, and has a
50/50 chance of winning a
third seat in Western Aus-
tralia, where it is in a fight
with the obscure Australian
Sports Party.

PUP leader Clive Palmer
won the lower house seat of
Fairfax by 36 votes but the
slender margin means the
contest is now subject to a
recount, with results not ex-
pected until next week.

The Coalition’s loss means
it will have only 33 seats in
the new T16-member senate,
one fewer than now. Labor
and the Greens will have 35
seats between them, with a
crossbench of eight sena-
tors holding the balance of

power.
A combative former military
policewoman, Ms Lambie

has warned the government
she will be no pushover.

“If he thinks that Pauline
Hanson was a pain in the
rear end, Tony Abbott better
look out,” she told Fairfax
Media in an interview after
early counting showed she
may secure the seat. “He
hasn’t come up against Jac-
qui Lambie.”

The AEC has also officially
announced the Senate re-
sults for the Northern Territo-
ry. As expected, the Country
Liberal Pary’s Nigel Scullion
has retained his Senate seat,
with Labor’s Nova Peris tak-
ing the second spot.

Ms Lambie joined the army
at 18 and served for 11 years
before a back injury forced
her to quit. She then spent
years fighting the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in
the courts before it finally
gave her a disability pen-
sion.

A former member of the
Liberal party, she originally
sought its preselection for
the north-west Tasmanian
seat of Braddon. When that
failed, she decided to stand
for the Senate as an inde-
pendent, selling her house
in Burnie to finance her cam-
paign, but then ran into party
leader Clive Palmer at an
airport, and agreed to be his
lead candidate.

Ms Lambie has already shown
an independent streak, telling
the ABC she disagreed with
her party’s policy to remove
the price on carbon. “There
still needs to be a carbon tax,
but it just needs to be a lot
lower,” she said.

However, she appeared to
change her mind on the issue
after her win was announced
on Wednesday, saying “I just
buggered that up”.

She has also sharply attacked
both major parties over cuts
to welfare payments, and
urged the new government
to increase the staff of the
Veteran Affairs department
by 50 per cent.

She will replace Labor sena-
tor Lin Thorp.

As expected, the other five
seats in Tasmania went to
sitting Labor senators Carol
Brown and Catryna Bilyk,
Liberal senators Richard
Colbeck and David Bushby,
and Greens senator Peter
Whish-Wilson.
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Julia Gillard says she’ll pur-
sue education and women’s
issues in life after politics

Julia Gillard has given
her first known inter-
view since losing the La-
bor leadership, in which
she says she will be
pursuing education and
women’s issues on the
global stage.

Speaking to two repre-
sentatives from the Lau-
reate International Uni-
versities in New York,
including a student from
Malaysia, Ms Gillard has
said that she is looking
forward to travelling and
promoting causes over-
seas that she has been
passionate about in
Australia.

“Im looking forward to
doing some internation-
al travel and pursing in-
ternationally the causes
I've been so passionate
about locally in Austra-
lia, particularly educa-
tion and empowerment
for women and girls,”
she said.

The interview came as
Ms Gillard announced
her memoirs will be pub-
lished next year, and
that she will be writing
the book herself while
events are still “emo-
tionally and intellectu-
ally” fresh.

“lI want to write a book
so that in my own words,
in my own way I can re-
flect on my period in
politics,” Ms Gillard said
on her deal with Penguin

Random House.

“This will be my words
direct.”

Ms Gillard announced
the book deal in a pro-
motional video with the
publisher.

In her six-minute
terivew with the univer-
sity network, Ms Gillard
said that it had been a
mixed bag being Austra-
lia’s first female prime
minister.

“It's an  experience
that’s mixed, I'd have
to say. Endless focus
on hair, and clothes and
shoes and things that
men don’t have to put up
with,”” she said.

The former prime min-
ister said the only way
to shift that focus was
for more women to gain
leadership positions.
“Once it’s more normal,
then all of that chatter
will become boring.”

Ms Gillard is in New York
attending the Clinton
Global Initiative - a pres-
tigious annual meeting
of global leaders includ-
ing the likes of Bono,
Barack Obama and IMF
boss Christine Lagarde,
to come up with “inno-
vative solutions to the
world’s most pressing
challenges’.

The initiative is led by
former US president Bill
Clinton, together with his
wife, former secretary of

in-

state Hillary Clinton, and
daughter Chelsea. Mr
Clinton also serves as
Honorary Chancellor of
Laureate International
Universities.

Ms Gillard, who has
kept a low profile since
losing her job to Kevin
Rudd in June, is attend-
ing the New York meet-
ing for the first time. The
interview did not include
questioning about the
Labor leadership, the
federal election or Mr
Rudd.

When asked about key
highlights of her time in
power, she nominated
pricing carbon and the
National Disability Insur-
ance Scheme along with
her education reforms.
She said the “trickiest”
thing about leadership
in a 24/7 media cycle
was being “focused on
the long-term things that
matter”’.

A spokesman for Ms
Gillard said she had no
further comment about
her New York trip. Her
memoirs are due to be
published in October
next year.

Ms Gillard said that she
would be out to promote
her book when it was
published.

“It will be a big public
contact for me in a way
that I think | won’t have
done since the days of
being prime minister.”
Since losing the La-
bor leadership, she has
written a lengthy essay
about the Labor Party
and its future, and is due
to appear in a Q and A
session with Anne Sum-
mers in Sydney and Mel-
bourne next week.

Ms Gillard will take up
an honorary professor-
ship at the University of
Adelaide in November.

Indonesia voices concerns about Coalition’s
boats policy ‘loud and clear’

Australian Foreign Affairs Minister Julie Bishop meets with her Indonesian counterpart, Marty
Natalegawa, in New York on Monday. Photo: Supplied

Could it have been a case
of lost in translation when
Foreign Affairs Minister
Julie Bishop met with her
Indonesian counterpart
Dr Marty Natalegawa in
New York on Monday -
or simply falling on deaf
ears?

As far as Ms Bishop is
concerned her meeting
earlier this week with In-
donesia’s Foreign Affairs
Minister to discuss the
Coalition’s controversial
asylum-seeker policy was
“very cordial”, “positive
and very productive”.

Yet Dr Natalegawa clearly
saw — and heard - it differ-
ently, and said he warned
the Australian minister
against implementing the
policy, which he strongly
rejects.

Fairfax Media has previ-
ously confirmed that the
Coalition’s plans to turn
around asylum boats was
unpopular with the Indo-
nesian government.

“We have reiterated that
Indonesia cannot accept
any Australian policy that
would, in nature, violate
Indonesia’s
ty,” Dr Natalegawa told
Indonesia news agency
Antara News following
the New York meeting.

“I think, the message has
been conveyed loud and
clear and has been un-
derstood well,” Dr Natale-
gawa added.

But the message it seems
was not heard by Ms
Bishop who told Austra-

sovereign-

lian media 24 hours after
the meeting in New York
that they were in agree-
ment to put an end to
people smuggling.

“I put to Foreign Minister
Natalegawa that Australia
will be making changes
to the laws in Australia
so that we take away the
product that the people
smugglers are currently
selling and that is perma-
nent residency in Austra-
lia.”

Asked on three occasions
to respond to reports that
Dr Natalegawa warned
Australia not to introduce
such a policy, Ms Bishop
refusedto answer, instead
she repeatedly described
the meeting as “positive
and productive”.

“I'm not going into the
operational details of our
policy but | had a very
broad ranging discus-
sion with Mr Natalegawa
and I’'m confident we will
be able to implement our
policies.”

Asked to respond to me-
dia reports he was not
happy with the outcome
of the meeting, Ms Bishop
said: “There can be some
misunderstanding as to
what our policy is and it
is certainly not to in any
way show disrespect for
Indonesian sovereignty
and for anyone to think
that that was our policy
that would be a mistake.
“Our policy respects In-
donesia’s  sovereignty,
respects Indonesia’s ter-

ritorial borders, just as In-
donesia respects ours.”
She denied there was any
tension between the two
at the meeting.

“We spoke very warm-
ly. We know each other
well.”

She said the discussions
would need to continue
when she travels to Ja-
karta later this month
with Prime Minister Tony
Abbott who will also hold
talks with President Susi-
lo Bambang Yudhoyono.
During her second day in
New York for the United
Nations Leaders’ Week,
Ms Bishop attended the
General Debate of the
68th Session of the Unit-
ed Nations General As-
sembly where President
Barack Obama spoke
strongly on Syria’s chem-
ical weapons policy.

She also met with her
counterparts from France
and Russia.

Ms Bishop said she at-
tended a “delightful”
function hosted by Presi-
dent Obama and the First
Lady.

“I had my photograph
taken with them,” she
beamed.

“He was very warm. He
congratulated me, and
spoke in very affectionate
terms about Australia.
“President Obama said
he looked forward to
Tony Abbott visiting the
United States and I'll cer-
tainly pass that back to
the Prime Minister.”
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