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Arab Bank Australia
Currencies Level +/- %
AUDUSD 0.9269 -0.0061 -0.65%
AUDEUR 0.6969 -0.003971 -0.57%
AUDGBP 0.5864 -0.0031 -0.53%
AUDIJPY 92.25 -0.91 -0.98%
AUDNZD 1.139 -0.0078 -0.68%
EURUSD 1.3299 -0.0011 -0.08%
GBPUSD 1.5804 -0.0018 -0.11%
NZDUSD 0.8135 0.0003 0.04%
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e Be reliable

4dig Al IPS Security
Master License No: 409566317

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for
change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be
suitable to join our team you must:

e Hold a first Aid certificate
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
e Speak fluent English

e Have excellent presentation

We have the following security positions available;
Crowd Control
(Events)

e RSA certificate

e Available 7 days/nights

Static positions
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions
available.
Previous Applicants need not apply
No recruitment companies
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S

1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au
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Sub-Category

Category Trucks

Tipper

0431 718 387

Gearbox and engine Volvo-
M&s body- bissaloy bin.-
Ready to be connected to trailer (available ring fitter).-
Dvd ,Navigation and reverse -camera in great

Make \Volvo I T I S A Volvo E16, -
Model F1689A Good Condition.-
Item Conditi Good 14 Speed .-
voor 1988 VOLVO

Price $45,000*

Colour  WHITE F16 ’ 485HP i
S | o
Registration BK49UR : J lm)" o

Tarps great condition.-
Very reliable truck...-

3 months rego-
Ready for work....
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*Verticals *Venetians
*Hollands *Rollers

9743 8897

8/364 Park Rd, Regents

deilons 8 e Park NSW 2143
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PETRPSWN SRR NN
0414552715

2 O ke 3218 |galad
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Australia Phone cards

alodl gud!

o3 Jhasdd clilha, glodl grar Lyt axgy f

Slasgll dlues balely ddgadf wlillally Sim Cardy [
We will beat or match all prices

We have our own types of phone cards

Since 1996 -\-G-#i):'-i-l'-' me

0416 772 693 - 0404 888 807

Tel/Fax: 02 9725 7011 4y m fokl

753 Hume Hwy, Shop 28A
Bass Hill Plaza, Bass Hill
NSW 2197
sayitwithroses@optusnet.com.au

BG Lic: 185750C
Glass & Glazing
For all your glazing needs
dslially Jiliald Zl2 3l S 5 (0 @SSLZL> sl
[WATN WPIE - FPIE W |
*Shower screens* Tables tops* Splash
Back* Frameless Glass
D o @l Dlg>le * Dbyl
oLl SilS pd a0 ol - il § petsh
0408 888 777 sk = Juasdl
0404 015 551

(PERFECT INCOMETAX P /L)
ABN: 17 003 994 394

Safwat Arfan - Sayed

Manager
(B. Comm., FTMA, AIM, FTIA)

AW oy das wall Slordlly dustall §1gil QLS audi
Gl plllg 31,05
gl oa) B ) el i 39330 1S1 el
) | yidnd 19 cuuulond | gubanis !
Sl wede
da pall aSSlala Qaedy b
(Bell Tower Centre)

Unit 24 / 191 Parramatta Rd,
Auburn, NSW 2144

Tel: 8756 3600 - Fax: 8756 3699

é )

Cgr _Sicll
duted 9 S| oy gaSaad |

B e A adge @y S| ual
il | § s i 9 | s

: AL g ASIH ABoll A 0 gniua

jack ELECTRICAL
Sl (w0 el RIS
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; el e gl
0414 983 608

L
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124 Highland Ave
Yagoona NSW 2199

| Ph: 9793 8333 Mob: 0414 600 042 |

L www.alankabout.com

N
OPTION A FORMWORK Pty Ltd

®

BILLY FRANCIS

optionaformwork@yahoo.com.au

Selald! cueg dialf uaS,.‘ K] pS.ﬂ?l? b
(139331 Qlabky ydf 51> ¥ g
ki 3 (g | glica

PH: 02 9709 2267
Fax: 02 9707 3213

Mob: 0410 606 786

\\ Email: safwat@ozmail.com.au /

HASHAM TAILORING
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Make it a lebanese summer

Classica PL

12 Lincoln Street

East Brunswick VIC 3057
Tel: 03 9383 5222

Telopia Liquor Store
55 Adderton Road
Telopia NSW 2117
Tel: 02 9871 4295

World Lebanese Cultural Union
Geographical Region Council for Australia
and New Zealand
www.wlcu.com.au
Address: P.O Box 299 Essendon North
3041
Mr Tony Yacoub President of the World
Lebanese Cultural Union (WLCU)
Geographical Region Council (GRC) for
Australia & New Zealand
together with
Mr Youssef Saba President of (WLCU)
State Council of Victoria
Cordially invite you
To celebrate the Independence Day of
Lebanon
with the unveiling of the Bust of
Gibran Khalil Gibran
(1883 - 1931)
on Saturday 23rd November 2013
4:00pm sharp to 6:00pm
at The State Library of Victoria
(Experimedia Room)

328 Swanston Street, Melbourne
Please reply by 3 November 2013

Obisd L w0 42131 of1 | gt
A Il Gilagll Hludll Cigua
izall e )9ale

DB BS

bl | (30 a5l g JS slis
phuase diallll Sl dua bl

TYPSPERTA
)| s A liad
JJQS'-”PJ[Q@QJQVI

dale SdMas - A alac - Wilales - z19) - dglas
bl | &-ﬂ:g walsg

oo sy QA Q3 rlm% Q3 QePape- oprivn\
Ph: 03 9354 4683

Mob: 0418 175417 or 0425 822 244

75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

bl Sl gl putd
ol g e
ol olad f
o Badale 6y Blialg
Aaguad Y8l
g Bl g g
5wt da> g il 2818

L 2 X4

Shot ¥ ol (o iV ol 30ttt
254 Sydney Rd, COBURG VIC

Tel: 0393564 6103




Page 26 Saturday 14 September 2013

the middle east

_.-,’HEH LD,’

Yr Joli V¢ Couad! YA dria

oadydl el g S G3le¥ 2
LR R IEIRE R RPYE ¥ [
(e o plug o bt Lawg B yaB o

Joea L u.“_,a.uLa Y 8 jelians cal peantll J1s Y
SAI1 pgaill a8 galing o AN sl FUiY
APAl @ abg cL._.)A “A S ‘ol» duli Gle a2
plugy alaa Y)I8 auaals 2o malipll gl HYeY
£529 dugh el pliwdy Yyl8 o8Il A s
SGllll poasll pasai o &SIl jaall e Bgiks
“"‘9""‘ aliy ,qug 6..\'.1)| LS c)..)Li "?.)l =9) qg.ll.v.ll
2oLl ugeai Jaall G, ailivwg EELYI A &l
zolidl Sylal Jly Y9 .pgdl eVl (o &Bsal
Ol ogliuall HLIAl (A 8 afiuas <A i pl» dhagg
oVl pessall 38 Lasay (ALl passall (b (98 Lien
Lia LL dlidl dlall bl aa e aie Ln.l L L«.b.n
8l d8Luall 835141

W‘u"&ﬁ-"éﬂ---@?ﬂ-\w

&ylly Giddl gl (Aus 85,4 ao lade g alg plidll a8y
o)) Ly gaai plsda zlAl oo "call duuyaa " ailgic Jualusal
Jsi sl plall pLas) jads J¥8 Jusbessll 10 4,20 1809
sl Y Juuaall 130 (b S, Lnal 1an s il "1Gabgi 2l
JBg diw (o pdue Baal Lpie elhdil aey saan o daupdll dllill Sl
Oy plal ays Fisall o) b & ygadl Leisuadl e ik 81 " 5abg3
CLalyall 2 a8 Liall £uadll dliall Gl Gidaes o8 aal o cuebril
t,m@um.smz_hmnwl,s@_m@wmuwwluu
"call dyae A 13 il e dL.alg "LSagaa Gle gai ulga.a

(Juabusall 139 s son] lghy o 2365 2y ol Gl it
UAA) u‘al...a,o...l.u‘_,..Lu.Lll ul:dluau.b]l Jua a....:.l Y- a..l LoS
ol Gl Ll Sl Jaabusll (3 danditll Jualii (b Gagall aulg
ccall e Lield) Ll pads joadis edel Jon jonaii duadiull
M‘Mydw‘@ﬁ)w‘wusw@@dyﬂsz—“-s
Ll .aojgilly Il gLyl GALS 380 ey cala (ALE s
dllwd@dpéﬁl&mlﬁa&wmwlt)&
daln JS Gilpig dalas A ST clBIaIl (A ol 8 )Ll a.u:.l u‘
Juolass oy 88l JS o oijibll elity e o g ol e
Gl GWll AlRs 0 Grpall clall o o &85 caall dujas
Glile 0 Gobgi adg ol S 5588 Olgng Sl Gila paie A4
0,90 aidhas (A 8 alkuss §)guay i 190E plund A (B alg gy
daabill Edileiianll QYAYL (o waall &)li . peas (A calaguaidll (A
calaally Ll sole Ll ga Jl o8 splal auy0 2o cluss W dlons Lol
ailuiel )-5| 009 -l Gelw angjall Lelagy gupla 2o cligag
oYl &EYl e illg dabulle Jualy J3il GUBYI Gle gyl
Gedsi g ol ayall &isYl g)li (b ol Gl Sgians le
LY 7l Julas alilly 6juaie duggs slidlly wiggs ] daLAYL
dige, dalulle Jualy Jply ron dlang (e awdil loial il
G 0me0 dale S 5 L pales baly a.a.\l.du.ol).us laae aan Lalae
Lis Sa el j9aeall §8139 lang By all g aulg &)l
olg olg cashie le aalic coplasll cidl casas samals s (Ssil
B 2gal un dang g jpl co)a,u.ll Ly Yas ,)AA.II Pl A,
289l 89y Jleall 139 ol ¢z )SI (ol c).lg.‘SI'\ SRS (gmabia
G ablall slall ) GLAYL audg mai ... gealle Sgatia (Slsal
cigea e Gaalaly ey ol Jis gmgb auihgll &byl paads
Loayen Eabull Ll Jlos &y (0 g9 -k (pia iph aall
299 playgi Lailghad- ple )

Mg 5158 (2 douad g slad
Juamd! yuiig p S Ggae)

8y il
REL (09 claig
d-\bﬁ o9 led
G ps el
dalall ollg  «lye
Bals (A p A son
cllaily gl
duledl  culddenl]
A cdwliall 020 Jo (A FEW o Ladpal o LAy le
691” SR paifi ilS ¢l yell dalia 5920 ul ool Sy o
oA ._..qp.\lsw.bs_t\ claag le cuoiell g8, |.)Lo.|A 8y9:all A
JYW allaAll ¢ |5 ceclaay by dalldl ou» UL‘ Jdedll I ;l)l‘l
raag ALLS Ol dusly w¥glas Y] (2 Lo SIAY gl
LtV uands Blualgal l9.-l o=l oYYl (A1l agat (e gon ¢l el
iSai0 552 wijaliy Yl pgy S p S Laally Blagy Ll
)..SI Lq)sg.g.\ LQ).ulA Lo..A (d.h.w.u ML..;_..‘L\ u,..\L..ll d.\s.w.. A.._.)Ag

Ly iy Gall o @m Iy il il S
B8Yey hiiy sl 8 Guyld il Jgeng wie iy il
B Al igh Sl Lo Tasaxig S sl as dygins
lowadi clualsi @y ATy By o puyld Jlach Bylal Sl
Sl il e T il Gag Il Basls §uadll &LAN Joda il
zilai Lasily Gl by Glhall dYaa ey Lol Lyifiaia iy
Cualag 8l Slall a2y a9 g deaill ciliagy . (pnjall
0 oylh dalall Lo Livg $9ai wyd deluall cheaig delud
calyia B pA 9 Gl uale GLAIN g .Bgll Jigh
(igh abajy cloni plin 0,8 95 ebijl poano jlall uas Lo
ngmz) Ly e a8Yh| a2y 5920 g0 BYA Ll (IS 0l agley
aligall Lilig) juae pdn ply culilll cidlaall saal b lonle
Lilig) @28 (81 cdamls 09 JolS] Jluoyls GRS (50l il
omedball oagall Jlgh S 5935 p3Y lesw ighy Wiels
sl be Lages

dadliall| gl ¢luguds (653

o-dsiag

| A ~
£ lhetd (§ W W
~ o J

diﬁi:-.JJ'- E;ag?ﬂ,ﬁ

FeAY Jgbf ¥4 wo Y
Wl -3 ygude

Liygdsad £y - dwtialll ulg.dl ) 9o
Sl el onladdl yguazg G\SJLH-M-U slaua¥ly dulloud oLl
daliall| deeglad| c-l-\.g.m SIS ‘_,s i
bLua \\ dsbaad! Y Y el YA ‘,ﬁuﬁl g Ok Ml
.‘,JL\.II Olgaadl e duig ! Olid 5y i :ySd |
230 NORMANBY AVE, THORNBURY VIC
dals 5ocudl

* oo“ - .
** dadg dlea IPS Security
Master License No: 409566317
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! IPS Q-\H
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for ‘ﬁ Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. -
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for O)w
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of e y
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be lb)‘u\.i.w‘ 0‘
suitable to join our team you must: w e
e Hold a first Aid certificate ot 4*!"""
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . “t
oM Sl >
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s W .
e Speak fluent English J : ‘3 oo
e Have excellent presentation z*b}“ :\ubﬁ"
e Be reliable S e e
We have the following security positions available; )"'HL.’ dalond|
Crowd Control - e
(Events) Awd e
e RSAcertificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions ksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions we & o
available. 49 o>
Previous Applicants need not apply - OS54 0.1
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S . .dﬂa-" gﬂ 49
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Joladll 2 9eag

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au |_
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CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
3 Registered Migration Agent

MARN; 1174229

. | FORALL ENQUIRIES

W CALL DIANNAEL-HALABI

ON 0413 805 930.

R Email: delhalabil@gmail.com

At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas

*Temporary Visas

*Citizenship

*Visa Cancellation

*Deportation

Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

OB (g Dfakeadly duglaiutlg 19! ! p puadid 2o
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 : a8 o1 ks Jhaish

5 pong ! 8 i) gk 3 pongd| GdMalae pade o (B ESSIr Lol | putacnd
0413805930 :0d 1 ks pidadf Bl Bl
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BELUESTAR

logistics
Onidly pgad (uad dads
e 1) {1V Y37 (TR T T
asant) 453 Lidac) Aglatf L5 us

2432- Stanley Drive Somerion, Vic 3062
Tek {03) 9308 0880 - Fax:- {0'3) 9308 0506

BRISBANE: ADELAIDE PERTH:
155155 Newiom Rd 111 Beesleifh Rd 6 George Strect GE NcDowell Sireet
Tek: (02} 6787 9500 Tel: (07} 3344 7400 | Tek (0B} 8787 6BG5 | Tdl: {0E) 3451 4766
Faxc (02) Fax- (07) 3344 7500 | Fax- (08) 8359 0044 | Fax {08) 8451 6744

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au
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Bowen rules out La-
bor leadership bid

Chris Bowen has ruled out running for leader of the Labor
Party.

CHRIS Bowen has ruled
himself out as a candidate
for the Labor leadership
but has offered himself
to remain in the treasury
portfolio or another front-
bench role.

The outgoing Treasurer
today said he looked at the
qualities he could bring to
the role and those of his
potential rivals as well as
the time in the electoral
cycle. But he had decided
not to run.

“There is an obligation on
each of us to make our-
selves available for posi-
tions like the leadership if
we feel genuinely we are
the best possible candi-
date at a particular point
at time,” Mr Bowen said.
“Equally there is an ob-
ligation on us if we don’t
feel that.”

Chris Bowen has ruled
out running for leader of
the Labor Party.

Mr Bowen would not back
any particularly candi-
date, saying all were good
options.

Meanwhile Prime Minister
elect Tony Abboit faces
his first full business day
in the job, the make-up of
the Senate is likely to be
a political hurdle to his
electoral agenda.

Mr Abbott will have to
contend with Senators
from minor parties such
as Palmer United Party,
Family First, Australian
Sports Party and the Aus-
tralian Motoring Enthu-
siasts Party to get legis-
lation such as his paid
parental leave scheme
passed.

Mr Abbott, who is not
expected to be sworn-in
until next week has prom-
ised to prioritise stopping
the boats and repealing
the carbon tax in his first
100 days in office.

Clive Palmer a new kingmaker in Aussie politics
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Clive Palmer says without Palmer United’s preferences, Tony Abbott would not be prime

minister

CLIVE Palmer already
sees himself as a king-
maker, poised to win him-
self a seat in the lower
house and claiming Tony
Abbott would not have
won the federal election
without his help.

The eccentric entrepre-
neur stands a strong
chance of winning the
Queensland  Sunshine
Coast seat of Fairfax on
preferences, which would
make him Australia’s
richest federal MP.

With his party’s star
Queensland Senate can-
didate, rugby league great
Glenn Lazarus, also on
track for a win, Mr Palmer
expects to be a political
kingmaker in Canberra.
The Palmer United Party

leader said his group’s
strong primary vote had
helped deliver victory for
the coalition in a number
of seats.

“We had six per cent
and we preferenced the
Liberal Party. The swing
against Labor was 4.5
per cent,” Mr Palmer told
AAP.

“Without Palmer United’s
preferences, Tony Abbott
would not be prime min-
ister.”

He also predicts his party
will win up to three seats
in the lower house and
another three Senate
spots, possibly giving
them a share in the bal-
ance of power from July
next year.

Just 600 votes separate

the two major parties in
the Labor-held northern
Brisbane seat of Petrie,
and the Liberal National
Party’s Luke Howarth is
hopeful Palmer prefer-
ences will help him beat
incumbent Yvette D’Ath.
In Rockhampton-centred
Capricornia, LNP can-
didate Michelle Landry
says she had underesti-
mated the popularity of
Mr Palmer.

“They were more vot-
ing for Clive than any-
thing else. They certainly
weren’t voting for the
candidate,” she told AAP.
Mr Palmer believes his
party will win the Sun-
shine Coast seat of Fish-
er, which former Howard
government minister Mal

Brough is confident he’s
bagged for the coalition.
He also claims Senate
candidate Jacqui Lambie
will win a spot in Tasma-
nia, as will Dio Wang in
Western Australia

And he says his party has
a chance in the Bund-
aberg and Hervey Bay-
based seat of Hinkler.

Mr Palmer said that like
Mr Abbotit, he would have
some sway over any
Palmer party candidates
elected to the Senate.
“Well I am the parliamen-
tary leader of the party,
just like Tony Abbotit is
the leader of his party,
and my relationship will
be similar to his relation-
ship with his senators,”
Mr Palmer said.

The Palmer party, formed
four months ago, had
outpolled the century-old
Nationals, said Mr Palm-
er, who once worked as a
media adviser for the late
Queensland premier Sir
Joh Bjelke-Petersen.
Peter Beattie, another
former Sunshine State
premier and failed Labor
candidate for Forde, said
Mr Palmer was sure to
shake up parliament.

“No one will be able to ig-
nore Clive,” he said.

“If Clive has got the bal-
ance of power (in the Sen-
ate), all I've got to say to
all of you is you’re gonna
have to say a big prayer.
But you’re going to have
a lot of fun.”

Turnbull may tap Switkowski for NBN

FORMER Telstra boss
Ziggy Switkowski is well
qualified to head NBN
Co, incoming minister
Malcolm Turnbull says.

But no appointment can
be made until the new
government is sworn in,
he says.

“Ziggy Switkowski is

obviously one of our
most distinguished
business leaders,” Mr
Turnbull told ABC radio
on Tuesday.

“He would be very well
qualified to be chairman
of the NBN Co.”

In July, after NBN Co
chief executive Mike

Quigley quit, Mr Turn-
bull hinted he may sack
board members from the
organisation  respon-
sible for the national
broadband network.

The company is cur-
rently led by board chair
Siobhan McKenna.
However, Mr Turnbull

said on Tuesday he
couldn’t comment now
on any particular board
appointments.

“Any such decisions
will be taken by a new
government after it is
sworn in,” he said.
“That’s likely to happen
early next week.

Malcolm Turnbull says former Telstra boss Ziggy Switkowski
(pic) is well qualified to head NBN Co.
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Burke not ready yet for La-
bor leadership

SENIOR federal Labor MP
Tony Burke says he’d like
to lead his party one day
but he’s not ready yet.
Former ministers Bill
Shorten and Anthony Al-
banese have emerged as
frontrunners to take on
the leadership of the ALP
in opposition.

The former immigration
minister has declined to
endorse either candidate
but says they both have
what it takes to be prime
minister.

He acknowledged he too
has aspirations to lead La-
bor.

“I'm not in any rush in any
of this,” he said.

“Il also know I’'m not ready
for leadership in any way,”
Mr Burke added, pointing
out that he’s only 43.

“At some point, it’'s some-
thing that I'd aspire to.”
He also gave an insight
into a dilemma facing La-
bor in choosing its next
leader.

“Some people are talking
about strategies where
you put someone there
for a while and then you
switch them later,” Mr
Burke said.

But he doesn’t favour this
option.

“After everything we’ve
been through in the last
few years, any strategy
that begins with the prin-
ciple that you’re going to
switch leaders is a bad
strategy,” he said.

He also pleaded with his
fellow Labor MPs to heed
the message delivered to
them in the election and
stop talking about them-
selves.

“Let’s not have an election
night where we all say we
understand the message
was that we’ve got to stop
the infighting and then
two days later we’re hav-
ing arguments like this,”
he said.

Former Labor ministers
Craig Emerson, Greg Com-
bet and Stephen Smith
have called for Kevin Rudd
to retire from parliament.
Mr Burke acknowledged
he too had criticisms of
Mr Rudd’s first term as
prime minister but says he
has “absolutely no com-
plaints” about his leader-
ship style after Mr Rudd
came back as party leader
this year.

Boswell says Senate vot-
ing needs fixing

NATIONALS senator Ron
Boswell says a system
which allows someone
with less than 2000 votes
to become a senator is a
miscarriage of democracy
and needs fixing.

Senator Boswell said the
preference swap dealing
between minor and micro
parties ahead of Satur-
day’s federal election was
not right.

“There is something terri-
bly wrong with the system
which allows people with
2000 votes, or even 1900
votes, taking a place in
parliament,” he told ABC
radio.

“People think it is a com-
plete miscarriage of de-
mocracy and itis.”
Discussion of the Sen-
ate election process has
surged following the elec-
tion.

Small parties attracted
tiny numbers of votes but
some are set to succeed
because of agreements
which allow preference
harvesting to build up the

necessary quota.
Senator Boswell said
these parties played

“keep off” to ensure pref-
erences went to other mi-
nor parties ahead of ma-

jor parties until one was
elected.

He said it was totally
wrong and needed fixing.
“It will require a parlia-
mentary inquiry,” he said.
“I have some ideas my-
self. But a person’s vote
should not be traded
away.”

Independent senator
Nick Xenophon says the
fundamental benchmark
should be how voters feel
about candidates being
elected with tiny numbers
of primary votes.

He says the system needs
more transparency.
“Right now there is an
enormous amount of
power given to backroom
operators whether from
the major, the minor or
the micro parties, where
voters really don’t know
what’s going on,” he told
ABC radio.

Senator Xenophon said
it would be wrong to
limit candidate numbers
through a high nomination
fee because that would
only favour the rich.

An optional preferential
system, where voters
numbered only their top
six candidates, would be
better, he said.

Quirky pollies not a bad thing: Abbott

TONY Abbott says it’s not
necessarily a bad thing to
have “quirky” characters
elected to the Senate, but
he’ll hold judgment on
whether electoral reform
is needed.

Preference flows could re-
sult in a handful of candi-
dates from minor parties
entering parliament de-
spite attracting only a few
thousand votes.

One candidate who could
be elected is Ricky Muir,
an unemployed father of
five from the Australian
Motoring Enthusiast Party
(AMEP).

A YouTube video appar-
ently shows Mr Muir in-
volved in a kangaroo poo-
throwing fight.

Mr Abbott says he’ll treat
all members of parliament

with respect and courtesy
- and he expects that to be
a two-way street - as he
works to scrap the carbon
tax and mining tax.
“Elections do sometimes
throw up quirky and inter-
esting characters. That’s
not always a bad thing,”
the prime minister-elect
told the Nine Network on
Tuesday.

He says it’s important for
the system to produce a
strong and stable gov-
ernment and he’ll await a
parliamentary report on
the election before decid-
ing if he’s open to Senate
reform.

“Let’s wait and see what
the final result is, then
let’s wait and see what the
joint standing committee
comes up with,” he said.

Carbon tax repeal must be ‘calm’. Abbott

TONY Abbott says he will
press ahead “in good
time” with the coalition’s
bid to repeal Labor’s car-
bon tax.

The Abbott government
will take its plans to get rid
of the tax to both houses
of parliament, even before
the Greens and Labor
lose control of the upper
house in July 2014.

The coalition has called

Newman’s rail plan an old dud: Labor

The Queensland opposition says the government’s plan to solve

Brisbane’s rail congestion is old.

THE Queensland oppo-
sition says the govern-
ment’s “new” plan to solve
Brisbane’s rail congestion
woes is old, and was dis-
missed years ago because
it was too expensive.

The Newman government
is planning a multi-billion
dollar tunnel under the
CBD as an alternative to
the defunct Cross River
Rail plan, The Courier-Mail
reports.

Dubbed the Brisbane Un-
derground, the rail and
bus network is in the final
stages of planning, the pa-
per says.

The tunnel will join the
south side of the river
with George Street and
include underground sta-
tions in the city and it’s
understood the project
will be jointly funded by
the state government and
the private sector, the pa-
per says.

Premier Campbell New-
man on Monday said his
government’s plan would
cost billions less than
the former Labor govern-
ment’s $1 billion Cross
River Rail.

He would not provide
details but said it would
solve rail and bus issues
in the CBD, and hinted
work would start within
the next few years.

But Opposition Leader An-
nastacia Palaszczuk says
Mr Newman’s plan is an
old idea the former Labor
government  dismissed
years ago.

“This was mooted some
five or six years ago and it
was too expensive for the
state government to move
ahead with,” she told ABC
radio on Tuesday.

She said the Cross River
Rail project was ready to
go, and been ticked off at
both the state and federal

levels, and would create
7000 jobs.

“It is the solution for the
congestion that will hap-
pen on our rail network,”
she said.

“The government today
needs to explain what their
alternative is, and how
long its going to take.”
She said if the government
was starting again from
scratch, any congestion
solution would be at least
a decade off.

A spokesman for Trans-
port Minister Scott Em-
erson told AAP it was
the former Labor govern-
ment’s plan that was unaf-
fordable.

“It was never affordable.”

Saturday’s election vic-
tory a referendum on ax-
ing the tax.

Mr Abbott says parliament
will be recalled when leg-
islation to repeal the con-
troversial tax is “ready to
go”.

“We will recall parliament
in good time,” he told the
Seven Network on Tues-
day.

“I'm certainly not going to
recall the parliament for a
photo opportunity.

“It will happen as soon as
itcan ... it’s very important
to get these things right.”
Mr Abbott says he wants
Australians to know that
“calm, steady purpose-
ful government has re-
turned”.

“(It’s) a government that’s
about getting things done,
not about the theatre of
putting things on the front
page,” he said.

Asked about potentially
having to negotiate with
minor and micro parties
in the Senate, Mr Abbott
said he’d treat all sena-
tors with respect.
“Respect and courtesy
are a two-way street and |
would certainly expect the
new parliament to respect
the mandate that the new
government has won,” he
added.
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Abbott fires a warning shot at micro parties in the Senate

Prime Minister elect Tony Abbott arrives in Canberra. Photo: Andrew

Meares

Tony Abbott has issued a
warning to the disparate
group of senators likely to
hold the balance of power
that they should not try
to stymie the Coalition’s
agenda.

The prime minister-elect
also said he supported
change to tackle the Sen-
ate voting process after
micro party candidates
in WA, Victoria and NSW
look likely to be elected
under complex preference
deals.

Mr Abbott said his job was
to be “respectful and cour-
teous” to all members of
Parliament, including mi-
nor party MPs.

“But in the end I think they
all need to respect the gov-
ernment of our nation has
a mandate and the Parlia-
ment should work with the
government of the day to
implement its mandate,”
he said.

“The people voted for
change and change they
will get and I’'m determined
to ensure that the Parlia-
ment delivers them the
change that they want.”
Asked about the make up
of the new Senate, which
is likely to include several
minor parties that attract-
ed very small levels of pri-
mary support, Mr Abbott
said he supported change
to address the Senate vot-
ing process, adding that
many people who voted
for the Liberal Democratic
Party for the NSW Senate
may have thought they
were voting for the Liberal

Party.

Liberal Democratic Party
candidate David Leyon-
hjelm appears likely to win
a NSW Senate spot.

Other micro party candi-
dates likely to get elected
include Victorian Ricky
Muir representing the Mo-
toring Enthusiasts Party
and Wayne Dropulich from
the Australian Sports Par-
ty.

“l think this is an issue,
and | think it will have to
be addressed,” Mr Abbott
said. But he said it should
be considered after Par-
liament’s Joint Standing
Committee on Electoral
Matters completed its usu-
al post-election inquiry.
Mining magnate Clive
Palmer and two candidates
from his Palmer United
Party are also set to enter
Parliament in the House of
Representatives and Sen-
ate respectively.

Asked for his response to
the possible election of Mr
Palmer in the Queensland
seat of Fairfax, Mr Ab-
bott said: “Everyone who
gets elected to represent
100,000 of his or her fel-
low Australians should be
treated with a modicum of
respect. | think once you’re
in the parliament it’s im-
portant then to earn the
respect of your colleagues
and let’s see how every
member of the parliament
does that.”

Mr Abbott said his gov-
ernment was likely to be
sworn in early next week
as he said time was needed

to formalise the coalition
agreement between the
Liberals and The Nation-
als, for the party rooms to
meet to confirm the lead-
ership teams and for the
ministry to be chosen.

Mr Abbot said parliament
could resume as soon as
next month.

“It will be back toward the
end of October, early No-
vember,” he said.

Mr Abbott said he didn’t
want to recall parliament
until new legislation, par-
ticularly to repeal the car-
bon tax, is ready.

“The last thing | want to do
is to rush the parliament
back for a photo opportu-
nity before the substance
of the work is there for it to
do,” he said.

He is also in no rush to
move out of his move out
of his family home in the
Sydney suburb of For-
estville and would take
the advice of officials on
where to live.

Mr Abbott said he under-
stood the prime minister’s
Canberra residence, The
Lodge, was under renova-
tion and may not be ready
for occupation for some
time.

“I’'m in no rush to move out
of Forestville and | don’t
think the family is either,”
Mr Abbott said.
“Forestville is where we’ve
lived very happily for the
last 20 years.”

But Mr Abbott said for se-
curity reasons he might
need to move into one of
the the Prime Minister’s of-
ficial residences either The
Lodge or Kirribilli House
on Sydney Harbour.

Mr Abboit touched down
in Canberra on Monday
morning for more meet-
ings with officials and his
senior leadership team,
including Nationals leader
Warren Truss and Liberal
deputy Julie Bishop.
Outgoing prime minister
Kevin Rudd is expected to
welcome Mr Abbott to The
Lodge at some stage later
in the week.

Odds shorten on new Labor leader

BILL Shorten appears on
track to take the federal
Labor leadership at a cau-
cus meeting in Canberra
on Friday.

But members of Labor’s
Left are appealing to An-
thony Albanese to con-
test the top job under new
rules which give grass-
roots members a say.

The leadership battle
looms as outgoing min-
ister Brendan O’Connor
said former prime min-
ister Kevin Rudd should
quit parliament to give the
party some clear air in op-
position.

“Kevin should seriously
contemplate leaving the
parliament to allow who-
ever’s the leader to get on
with us taking it up to the
coalition,” Mr O’Connor
told Sky News on Tues-
day.

“If you have a former
prime minister sitting in
your party room on the
backbench, that spectre
looms large.”

Mr O’Connor, from the
so-called Victorian “soft
Left”, said both Mr Short-
en, from the Right, and Mr
Albanese, from the Lefft,
had the “virtues and qual-
ities” for the top job.

It’s understood the Right
faction  endorsed  Mr
Shorten on Monday, but it
is not yet clear whether Mr
Albanese will also put his
name forward or seek to
stay in his role as deputy.
A Labor Left source told
AAP on Tuesday there
was a “phenomenal
groundswell of grassroots
support” for Mr Albanese
to put his hand up for the
leadership.

“There is genuine enthu-
siasm amongst Labor’s
membership for him to
take it on,” the source
said.

Mr Rudd will formally step
aside at Friday’s meet-
ing after saying on elec-
tion night on Saturday
he would not recontest
the leadership following
a sweeping coalition vic-

tory.

Before the election, Mr
Rudd convinced caucus
to change the ALP rules
so the parliamentary lead-
er is chosen by a ballot
weighted 50 per cent cau-
cus members and 50 per
cent grassroots members
of the party.

If there are two nomina-
tions on Friday, the new
ballot process will more
than likely go ahead over
several weeks.

But if there is only one
nominee, he or she is ex-
pected to be endorsed on
the day.

Under the rule change, the

caucus will elect the ex-
ecutive but the new leader
will determine what port-
folios they hold.

On Monday night, former
minister Craig Emerson
also called on Mr Rudd
to retire from parliament,
saying the former prime
minister would continue
to “wilfully, recklessly,
destabilise Labor leaders”
as long as he remained in
the party.

Rudd loyalist Kim Carr
said Mr Rudd intended to
stay for the full term, hav-
ing been re-elected to the
seat of Griffith on Satur-
day.

Federal election proves
my support. Newman

QUEENSLAND Premier
Campbell Newman says
the coalition’s resound-
ing federal election win
shows voters are sup-
portive of austerity mea-
sures his own govern-
ment has taken.

Labor had campaigned
hard in  Queensland
with the premise a Tony
Abbott-led government
would emulate cuts simi-
lar to those of Mr New-
man’s Liberal National
Party (LNP) government
after being elected last
year.

Thousands of Queen-
sland public servants
were axed in an effort to
improve the budget bot-
tom line.

“The recent federal cam-
paign was a referendum
on my government and
its reform program,” Mr
Newman told reporters.
“Isay that Queenslanders,
despite the scare cam-
paign and the things that
Labor said, have actually
backed Tony Abbott and
indeed, therefore,
government.”

Mr Newman said the co-
alition’s win would fast
track the approval of ma-
jor projects, which were

my

often stifled by the former
government due to fed-
eral environment regula-
tions.

The Queensland govern-
ment would also be paid
$725 million in disaster
recovery funding it had
been owed by the former
government, he said.

Mr Newman said he spoke
to Mr Abbott on Monday
morning and they had
agreed promised up-
grades to the Bruce High-
way were a major prior-
ity.

Opposition Leader An-
nastacia Palaszczuk said
the federal election result,
which is likely to see all
Queensland-based Labor
MPs retain their seats,
showed voters were
scared Mr Abbott would
copy Mr Newman'’s cuts.
She also challenged Mr
Newman to commit to La-
bor’s $5.2 billion Cross
River Rail project in Bris-
bane.

Mr Newman said while it
was important to address
public transport over-
crowding in Brisbane’s
CBD, the government
would do it with a differ-
ent plan that would be
significantly cheaper.
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Julia Gillard returns to Ad-

elaide Uni

JULIA Gillard has a new
job as an honorary visit-
ing professor at her alma
mater, the University of
Adelaide.

The former prime min-
ister and the university
said they were delighted
with the appointment,
which will begin on No-
vember 1.

Vice-Chancellor and
President, Professor
Warren Bebbington,

said Ms Gillard will make
a significant contribu-
tion to the university’s
School of History and
Politics.

“As Australia’s first
female prime minis-
ter, Julia Gillard has
unique knowledge and
experience to offer any
university and we are
honoured that she has
chosen to return to the
University of Adelaide,
where she began her
tertiary education,” he
said in a statement on
Wednesday.

“Through her contribu-
tion to seminars and our
internship program, she
will share her experi-

ences and insights with
both current and future
students.”

Ms Gillard said she was
“absolutely delighted”
to be associated in such
a meaningful way with
the university, where
she studied Law and
Arts from 1979 to 1981.
“Il have been warmly wel-
comed and look forward
to becoming a part of the
academic endeavours of
the School of History
and Politics,” she said
in the statement.

“I will also be co-locat-
ing my offices as a for-
mer prime minister at
the university and work-
ing there regularly.”

The appointment is un-
paid.

Professor Bebbington
said Adelaide politics
students had benefited
from the contributions
of an array of former
political leaders, includ-
ing Liberal foreign min-
ister Alexander Downer,
leader of the Democrats
Natasha Stott Despoja
and SA premier Profes-
sor John Bannon.

Get Galilee moving, New-
man tells Abbott

THE Queensland premier

has asked prime minister-
elect Tony Abboit to push
through approvals for
massive new coal mining
projects in the Galilee ba-
sin.
Campbell Newman said
Mr Abbott called him on
Monday to find out what
the “blockers”
the Queensland govern-
ment.

“l said without any hesi-
tation the need to see the
massive Galilee Basin
coal projects approved
as soon as possible,” Mr
Newman told ABC radio.
“Because they will see

were for

thousands of jobs created
over the next few years
and billions of dollars’ in-
vestment in the state.”

He said he’d kept the mes-
sage about what Queen-
sland wanted from Mr Ab-
bott very simple.

“And it’s really just to get
out of the way and let this
government get on with
taking the state forward
economically,” Mr New-
man said.

He said Mr Abbott had
also raised his desire to
get on with jointly funded
major road projects, in-
cluding the Bruce High-
way upgrade.

Shorten to seek Labor leadership

LABOR frontbencher
Bill Shorten is set to an-
nounce he will stand for
the party leadership, as
a grassroots movement
builds for Anthony Alba-
nese to put his hand up.
Mr Shorten is expected to
hold a media conference
in Melbourne on Wednes-
day to say he wants to
lead Labor in opposition.
But he’ll have to wait un-
til Friday’s ALP caucus
meeting in Canberra to be
formally nominated.

Mr Albanese is currently
the deputy leader to Kevin
Rudd - who will step aside
on Friday - and is consid-
ering his options.

Former trade minister
Richard Marles earlier
urged Mr Shorten, Mr Al-
banese and any other MP
interested in the leader-
ship role to put up their
hand before the caucus
meeting.

“This is a big decision for
whoever decides to do it,”
Mr Marles told Sky News.
“But | do think we need
to have a sense of who’s
putting their hands up by
the time that we meet on
Friday.”

A group calling itself An-
thony Albanese For Labor
Leader is demanding a
rank-and-file ballot under
new rules.

The leadership would be
put to a vote weighted 50
per cent caucus members
and 50 per cent ordinary
party members.

Mr Shorten is expected to
get the backing of caucus
members from the Right
in Queensland, NSW and
Victoria.

Mr Albanese, who hails

from the Left, is a popular
figure in the caucus and
is likely to have strong
grassroots support.

Meanwhile, Labor MPs
are openly debating par-
liamentary strategy, with
one backbencher saying
the opposition should let
Prime Minister-elect Tony
Abbott succeed with his
carbon tax repeal and
paid parental leave bills.
“If the majority of people
vote for bad policy, then
they simply need to see
that experiment fulfilled,”
South Australian MP Nick
Champion told ABC radio
on Wednesday.

Labor should block the
bills in the lower house
and abstain in the Senate,
he said.

Scrapping the carbon tax
and moving to the coali-
tion’s direct action plan
would push electricity
prices up, raise Austra-
lia’s emissions and waste
billions of dollars, Mr
Champion said.

“In effect, I think the Lib-
eral Party want to hang
themselves,” Mr Cham-
pion said.

“Well, we should give
them as much rope as
they need.”

Liberal MP Kelly O’Dwyer,
who could move into a
senior role in the Abbott
government, welcomed
Mr  Champion’s
ments.

“Finally, we’re hearing
somebody on the Labor
party side actually say
‘We shouldn’t be so ar-
rogant as to dismiss the
mandate that’s been giv-
en to the coalition at this

election’,” she said.

com-

Abbott makes boat plan top priority

PRIME  minister-elect
Tony Abbottis expected
to lay out his “stop the
boats” plan next week,
after the swearing in of
his new frontbench.

Mr Abbott on Wednes-
day met with the sec-
retary of the Defence
Department Denis Rich-
ardson, defence -chief
General David Hurley
and vice chief Mark
Binksin in Canberra.
The Abbott govern-
ment’s border protec-
tion strategy - code-
named Operation
Sovereign Borders - will
be led by a three-star
general, who is yet to
be named and could be
a two-star officer from
the army, navy or air
force promoted into the
new role.

Mr Abbott has already
had initial talks about
his government’s prior-
ities and co-operation
with Indonesian presi-
dent Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono and Papua
New Guinea’s prime
minister Peter O’Neill.

It is expected Mr Abbott
could visit Jakarta just
before attending the
APEC leaders’ forum in
Bali from October 1-8.
Mr Abbott has made it
known his border pro-
tection policy will be
the first cab off the rank
after his new ministry
is sworn in early next
week.

The policy is expected
to include escorting
boats back to Indone-
sian waters where it is
safe to do so, toughen-
ing visa conditions and
offshore processing.

Mr Abbotit said at the
defence briefing on
Wednesday that “eco-
nomic strength, social
cohesion and national
security” were core
government policy.
“Our armed forces are
certainly not large by
international standards
but they are universally

admired as being as
good as anyone in the
roles that we play and
that is very much to
your credit,” he told the
chiefs.

“I hope you will let your
services know that
the new government
wishes to work in ways
which will respect their

professionalism  and
which will improve their
capabilities.”

Mr Abbottis also putting
the finishing touches to
his frontbench, which
could be announced at
the weekend before be-
ing sworn in early next
week.

He has already signalled
there won’t be major
changes from his shad-
ow ministry lineup.

One frontbencher
whose position is in
doubt is Sophie Mira-
bella, who could lose
her Victorian seat of
Indi.

If veteran MP Bron-
wyn Bishop is elected
Speaker, she will also
create a vacancy.

Work is under way on
creating an indige-
nous advisory council,
chaired by former ALP
president Warren Mun-
dine.

Climate change policy
is also the subject of
talks with the public
service, with multiple
layers of environmental
and industry bureaucra-
cy likely to be shrunk.
Mr Abbott has yet to
make a decision on
where he will live, but
Sydney’s Kirribilli is the
more likely choice while
The Lodge in Canber-
ra undergoes lengthy
maintenance and reno-

vations.
Two asylum seeker
boats have arrived

since Saturday’s elec-
tion with a total of 149
people on board.

They were intercepted
on Sunday near Darwin
and Christmas Island.
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