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Volvo F16, -
xal(;el ;‘7(1)16‘,809A I T I S A Good Condition.-

ode 14 Speed .-

Item Condition Good Gearbox and engine Volvo-
Year 1988 ‘/ OL ‘/ O M&s body- bissaloy bin.-

. Ready to be connected to trailer (available ring fitter).-
Price $45,000* Dvd ,Navigation and reverse -camera in great
Colour ~ WHITE F16 . 48S5HP | conaicion-

GCM 81000 ) CB Radio -

. Stereo-
GVM 26500 ¢ J ww Tarps great condition.-
Registration BK49UR ’ Very reliable truck...-
Category Trucks ) LT I T
Sub-Category Tipper 043 1 7 1 8 387 Ready for work....
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“Q’“
@ ks IPS Security @
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! IPS 0-‘3-’
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. P .
As a rapidly growing company, we’re always looking for "9 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. -
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of vy -
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be ‘b)‘m‘ ‘-"G
suitable to join our team you must: - -
e Hold a first Aid certificate ol AI,HI‘-‘J
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence ”b"
oo @SIL
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s e .
e Speak fluent English J : ‘3 le
e Have excellent presentation Z*LQX‘ z“[)ﬁ"
e Bereliable 5 e -
We have the following security positions available; Jh‘“"! M‘&"
Crowd Control - e
(Events) Al oo
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions e & e s
available. Y o>
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 i
No recruitment companies a %a
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S : "J""'" ‘..’a a2
Master License No: 409566317 0.8 5%
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad! R 9euag
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au [
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Chris Bowen MP

Delivering for our commmity

Chris Bowen \e"
Always available to help

Whether it’s securing funding for job seeker services in Fairfield, or assisting
with Government departments, Chris has always been here to help.

If you have any issues or Federal Government matters that you would like to discuss with
Chris, please contact his office on 9604 0710 or by email: chris.bowen.mp@aph.gov.au
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Shops 3 & 4, 398 Hamilton Road, Fairfield West
9604 0710 9609 3873 PO Box W210, Fairfield West, NSW 2165 CHRIS

chris.bowen.mp@aph.gov.au www.chrisbowen.net B \ x / E |\ l
£ www.facebook.com/chrisbowenmp [E @bowenchris

Authorised by Chris Bowen MP, Shops 3 & 4, 398 Hamilton Road, Fairfield West.

I OUIS VALENTINO
PORCELLNATO

(AUSTRALIA)

TILES WHOLESALER

mSdl syl
<o,
LOUIS
VALENTINO [P
PORCELLNATO |
sliad( 3(gag daduld [

Ond gt (9 gul.\.d.i dl-mdl.t fe
Ay iba¥ly HUas¥l dadll e T ddly S Lyl

sl gy sl Slgaly gyl
< e
PORCELLNATO
L s 05 5 )dein wunual

- |22 ANZAC ST, GREENACRE yas 0 5i> bl 1, Y+ 1 0 gl 2 pl 1 il
s ¥cked Wicker il Gadhe - Ao 02 9709 3002 : JuaidJ

Wlisore Hocessouies E: mohamad@wickedwickerhome.com.au




the middle east

Page 23 Saturday 8 June 2013 -.-’l'flin_ﬁ” YAY Gl A Codl VY dodua
—llis

= o ooe 4 )

79 Aol M ylas

& gt 3| AP

Sirgadl aysl alac ¢ @

, R piad | 1l

) 891 St y5liand el w1 ol of

8yl | At (82 Juad) || oty pspemn e

5 M H&J fsﬂm o :).If.)sjlguuadl

bl die daell Ll
cle pofibendy pall alidly
G osleling  pslall Joeani
& olalying dall Ll sl
Gl clld 13Ky &llell Lilkgl
KVWRY¥) I CNFUVPT-Sy EUWEN | By: SV EWN ||
T e e 58 8
- Q) 3 LWE R o
sl peasll 79, Gle il lulg _ii,;;) :SL: LY C _._\199
(igaly dall allsl geoly coall g oy aig - migailgy (2
Al Gailg LS jeell Jghy <l 3Vl alag gighilgg deols (A (Godall
Guyell Lothy  Lllpaly  &ajpell i 1ay lpaaliatidl Jia a Jooll
Ll agei olg pileally jlan )l wllelly  ygaig o Q1 cnlS il saal (2
Ml Ol G sy oYl Gobeald - S Gl uhld I Ly 9an
Gl GoallBll jols Al 5i1ug Gl 3 Lol agei
o8Il Gag sleall §a8 bl Lle Gy jeadll
gl Homaids S Il Lgally ga el Auds Lail LS
loadaally 8u¥l ana g5 il a1 d8ISg  Lesallgg

) ) Lasolall clolaiall Golany onall
fona ) gl o daolaall clivanll 1€ 59 8 g dlaglly jlag Jou P9

alid 8998 o9 lowdi (o &8l gy daly, ol Geba
aigeay G Josll ol ef lala - S yas
Al 508 09 LRI LAl K daladdl JES

oaga&! aySi :l M‘.ﬁ" @J BT

* ““

il 9890 (ind LI (yuetd pI p1 5 W19 slagd

(i) g 2351 Jaailly siadr il rlndl o il (ohig il syl

omn Ll iml (3 Wog5inh s il 55LES 900 (il Ygyish oy ol lasie
LLLAS yuaig ALl QSLAIN s i Lo Tgaie Gl dosaall 8Luadll e Tga el ndll o 20l
calia sl gl pad Ghhuay Gl Golall zlally Ghg2all jas o g S1 i, da el
Lu).C OIS pdlin AL Hufipllg ¥ GBS ugeall alae (B JLdile (B pawa gl callag
oo dnlaeall pda ojhg dujell Liaglds ils I 88 Laie  wjell plRall o ASI
B8y ela sl Jad 093 el J3all o sasall b by Kilauall ple irg g sicd
ol plal Joiy 99 clygill Jieag dug,ell dujgun ul clasguadl (A Ljlj Leaie audd
Lul lobw Liljwg GBS (A Lo oS ol Lisia o byl Ll glhla eabiell SAl8H1
S plledl l)al&n.g;lo)...,s §ylwd pudlin pei. aldl e Jla oAl b llg U,k
. aglall

Sl Lilaa )‘w.:\llg u.a.ulll
‘U)}'" ul.u.us‘/g-m] 9‘ M—ll)9|
28 Lo Lob LaLses) ol y)
o U o A lley
Sl ailion Glaall cauas
80l Boadll gl sLill olaia
:AR-W]
o dalially dj9a i
il a..S)...qlll » 6{S.~\JI
t.\...lS US ug.ula.cnl ol al g
U‘ u.u u.h.walg doglay hall
doadiuaall «joll Suall» dals
Ll «lailiw» Gl A
pol ol e AP
6-‘9—' af Lllllg ¢ Sell oo
REy Sl A mmu
Gl Gle gsi Y Ll
NE:RIIZY - WP EN
G dlin jgenby Jl
L.....L. e u;...ll
dalll ol cosl gl
Ll g dlels Gund doadiall
Gt g G L8y el il
Gl e wjall el al cal
Saall Gle Laijght 43,90l
, Jaghal
Ladds 17 dwlyall  culeds
Y digaadl dlie Jle gl Ln.uw.v
SRl iy Bole oSlaian,
dala  peS)Llinall Giplug
oand Jud sl gl jell Saall
Jelsi £8S Al posn
oaxdll 929 . Suall g panall
Aol ol gaxi gall dwbi
e S 800l Jalgall
dac sa0 Gle pall (B Sl
;a.lsl.....
pall 3 Sl s ol g
o= Uﬁ daa d.QA.l).a hl.l‘s
JUICT- ) RS 'OV | B OV ul
lglglii ouall go & L&s 20%
el Sl e Yoy sl
8 0980 (olgidly
paaall Baslael b S
dalaialy Sl cl&as Ll
el (B Sl G 8835
Ol LS sl 50
Sl dni ga Galgall LG
SUER SO
&all (0) 6 Sull adpe Ll
8alel Lyglds me(z
onb Sl B8y nlgeiyl
foglhaall &Sl LA e
lpaicyg  Sadl jalaiay
ghinvg pall B Seall oSijn
Ay dga pial pau sl
Oogi¥l cVaey LAl
5ol Saall dals gl g
u“)“ mLAEH dulSey e
ST Al dey o s Al
u..u...l bl ol )9.«.\.&9);“
u‘ lge il ,m..l9 dhlas
Waibiwy eyl ql lguritiy
cdlge W Lale 1l Guad»
& o pl A 9. Yy
i 8B olseidl Jass
.« glall

C’ss..;g._o pola L a (& G2 g

el e el

R T

\pr

<9 al f\| L,S u___lL_A u——°
JH—M 0»99)_.“9 L_Q__b_°. LJL.Q)_._n
AH..- ,QL_.N__" u.a)l US u.a.\.__.lds

l_q,)_g P ““/‘ 5 |a Al d o8
1 O ‘.\”

39

:l_.q)lg_i ia_a_ﬂ_llgd_._sz_‘ucﬂ_u‘l
g9 cudl "1<L_Q-Q)_A‘9A__ﬁ
Lsd—rz)—wl d—-_olL_- ) L—S—ll u——"
8 N T
Sy d_.oL_q)_..uL_.)_-L.o_.«A_ll o—il
As,_.o__n__“ A—l—a-.d) C‘ 2wl o @
Sai Ghon L_.A f_zl_a_.ll o—il
as)___sga_._._ml—@—n—oa_@a_a
Lo gL ,o__.unll ol gaalgall ol
3944‘9 d_ul_.J LQ_UA'J..\J
ila Gy P gl ol
39_399 el w d ol S 1l 4l
PESENSTC! iy GHNEPY [ IR S NERPN | RS
d9dgs delindl o le Jouaell ul
lowhy L all g8 lg, & ¢ o3
Ry REEY c\__LA__c P J—=l—= —
L@.LA.A,JL_‘A__G.L_‘__QIJ_J_._A
39_.@_3_4 Lo Sl (A J2 38 llg
,mm goi a8 R s S o=
399 ,—o po—clal L,s 6I,___J|9
‘—fb—-ﬂ)_ﬂ 5‘—04—-||d—|--\u—o)—aal—ﬁ
S <)9d N U Z\;l ol g
E—-Q‘a_au.\ dL_._A.llg«_L_l_Q_.u‘qL_uL_.
39—3—-*‘30
ESlaiyallas sl
33229 )l e Ll
Opai o olg alaall 4l
3..‘q9° ilg Ad“;nml\‘é
Cibs paally Tai g5,
Q_Q_J_A,Q_Q).Al AA‘
pail b 2 playedl main o

J

\JJL\'A




the middle east - o
Page 24 Saturday 8 June 2013 _‘-”"E"A'—D ’ YA G5 A Cod! V¢

Melbourne ) gke

o u
e saavtGema ool G35 iz g9 SSkue 311 et s
Electrical Contracting _ i
CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
- . o . & 5 Registered Migration Agent
u‘-\e-\.ﬁ.\u p-ﬂ.? ASJ.HJ N MARN; 1174229
- ¢ A = FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
d.g.-ﬂ-t ).gS." CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
D) . YRR . ) ON 0413 805 930.
& bl Juadl auds ) bag <uals | (| Email: delhalabil @gmail.com
3 o5 At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
1 LG"&" U'LG experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
i . 2448 4 e ad St *Permanent Visas
A Shals L““ﬁ ‘9‘ ‘ *Temporary Visas
il B wsabads ¥l *Citizenship
e . - T . *Visa Cancellation
JId 19 il dd| S daaly wgSdl *Deportation
“ . Call us today to find out what we can do for you.
S| Y d
e : i . GRadlg Cialeadly dugladullg 7 191 murl o vaims podd
d""" ‘.’.s 4.".6 ..dl.ﬂh-“ ‘zﬂ 6“ ** W A *Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
. o . *Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
?}g‘ ‘ﬁ prym "t/"t M Celebrant Reg No. A11175
* *Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures
o o - - 0457555555 :@d bad
u,ydﬂl..\:luhp-lb quwm.\.ﬁ,dmm 21 ol JhaH
3 el B i b 3y O elan ey o b S| et
0413805930 : @3 51 ohés ik (i3 3 Bt

g
..'-._"_" ""_."._

ELUESTAR = _

OgISLICS gi
R Ty LV TR YU PR RC YT
asext] 45 Liac) dyglati LS s

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
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The family of the late
NADINE SAQUD

In loving memory of

her sisters Juliette and Celine,
wish to express their deep gratitude to their
relatives and friends who shared their sorrows
in the loss of one so dear to them.
They thank you for your kind expressions
of sympathy conveyed during
their sad Bereavement.
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NADINE SAOUD
Born: 27.11.1989
Passed away: 01.05.2013

A"Forty Day Liturgy and Memorial
Service" for the repose of her soul will be
held on Sunday the 9" of June 2013,
at St George's Antiochian Orthodox Church,
Thornbury, at 10.30am.
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almaza Beer

Make it a lebanese summer

Classica PL
12 Lincoln Street

East Brunswick VIC 3057
Tel: 03 9383 5222

Telopia Liquor Store
55 Adderton Road
Telopia NSW 2117
Tel: 02 9871 4295
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CANCER

INFORMATION AND

SUPPORT IN YOUR LANGUAGE

IMPORTANT information about cancer for patients
and carers has been translated into 28 different
languages, including Arabic, under a Cancer Council
Victoria initiative.

Over the past five years*, 1,124 Victorians who were
born in Arabic-speaking countries were diagnosed
with cancer. Prostate, breast and lung were the most
common diagnoses in this group.

All patients and carers should have access to cancer
information, and the Cancer Council is pleased
to announce the arrival of nine newly translated
factsheets. These are:

* What is cancer?

* Coping with cancer fatigue

* Caring for someone with cancer

* A guide to all the services offered in languages other
than English for Finding and preventing bowel
cancer

* Finding breast cancer early: A guide to breast health
* Prostate cancer: testing and treatment — what you
need to know

* SunSmart: Vitamin D and UV radiation

* Cut your cancer risk

These factsheets have been translated into Arabic, as
well as up to 27 other languages. Those are: Ambharic,
Bosnian, Chinese (traditional), Croatian, Dari, Dinka,
Filipino/Tagalog, Greek, Hindi, Italian, Karen, Khmer,
Malay, Macedonian, Maltese, Polish, Russian, Serbian,
Sinhalese, Somali, Spanish, Sudanese, Swahili, Tamil,
Tigrinya Turkish and Vietnamese. **

Todd Harper, CEO, said a lot of work had gone into
investigating which communities had the highest need
for such translations based on who was least likely to

speak English as a second language, health outcomes
and whether or not such resources were already
available.

“We recognise that Victoria is one of the most culturally
diverse states in Australia and we're committed
to providing the best possible cancer information,
prevention, support and research to reduce the impact
of cancer in culturally diverse communities,” Mr
Harper said.

Before choosing the topics and languages the Cancer
Council’s staff consulted a wide range of stakeholders.
This included patient support groups within ethnic
communities, cancer nurses and social workers
working in hospitals, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre
and other Cancer Councils.

To find out more about services and translated material
for culturally and linguistically diverse communities
in Victoria visit http://www.cancervic.org.au/other
languages

Mr Harper said Cancer Council Australia had
also developed a database of all Australian cancer
information that has been translated. This valuable
resource is now available to health professionals and
others at www.cancer.org.au/health-professionals/
cald-directory.html

For the cost of a local call (except from mobiles) you
can talk confidentially to an experienced cancer nurse
with the help of an interpreter. Call the Cancer Council
Helpline on 13 14 50 on Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm
and follow the prompts.
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4a5¢ Bles IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy o
change! IPS 0““
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (a8 Secur lty

o & o
gﬁi-' i

Miss Lebanon Australia®2013

reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
: fm H : " Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
La M]l‘ﬁgE H.EEEptlDI‘I Dﬂﬁlﬁ Bﬂ"l‘ﬂﬂm continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for 0)9'1""

excellence.

5 i
210 Hume Hwh Somerton IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of u Y] ““' ! ‘3‘

Saturday 15th June 2013, at8pm |5 Do & oiable 1 Joi our earh you must .
Presented by The World Lebanese Caltural Union of Victoria * HoldafirstAid certificate oy dieldd
r e i “H.E Dr] . gl e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &‘ (‘S:ﬂ?l?
U IHIIIJIIHC ﬂml:mmlm .I..thﬂ.!lflﬂ tﬂnDEl:Ir_I .
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty A W .
The Pageant Queen will participate in the final event in Lebanon *  Speak fluent English Jhaely Qlass
that vl be held on Saturday 10th August 2013 " Have excclent presentation dgiad| dul
e Be reliable S e e
in the town of Dhour Chweir, We have the following security positions available; Sl dalndl
Crowd Control “ ele
er the Patronage of the President of Lebanon (Events) doud Lo
e RSA certificate
General Miche| Slaiman. «  Available 7 days/nights
function will be broadcasted on MTV o Potions etk
We have full time, part t_:mbeI and casual positions wo &
aple.
R q ‘JP h",’ Ist Jl.ll'lE, EGH Previous App?i‘::aalnts need not apply Mﬁ}' 0,)\.?
eservation: 0433 303 211 Victorla Lisonee Numbor 974.901-10 .Jeall 43y
email tyacoub,wicu @optusmet,com.an Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300572627 ~ Jladd! & ey
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au I_

"First In Australia

TT' PIZZA HOUSE

T

LS hw! B dﬁ" cueSeT My

L P P ke bty = il - ).\..u 0a¥9lg pellan ‘_,.nl.a.u et | Ll

o Y dallodly aediod| desdr A Lals 0+
Pasta -

Pizmza - - L . o
‘ oo dAbaaddl L. delae L. oS

o & ”® e o o o w o . ﬁm * e M”
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* H a L] *» * * &
101 Lygon Stree@anlton:, VIC 3053 l.g.n.u A o wg-t:g-\-' ) T

Ph 03 9347816308i3ax40359348 1112
www:totospizzahouse.com
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Labor pains ahead of federal

election

LABOR MPs are showing
further signs of despair
100 days out from the
election, with two back-
benchers starting to pack
up their Parliament House
offices.

Opinion polls and expert
political observers point
to a landslide defeat for
the Gillard government on
September 14.

Labor’s primary vote has
been trending in the low-
30s in Newspoll and Niels-
en polls since February.
Two Labor MPs who are
recontesting the election,
Alan Griffin and Daryl Mel-
ham, say they are packing
up their Canberra offices
in case they lose their
seats.

Mr Melham told the ABC
he was “working his guts
out” to retain his seat of
Banks, which has a 1.4
per cent margin.

But he said he but did not
want to spend three days
in Canberra at taxpayers’
expense packing up his
office after the election
should Labor lose.

Mr Griffin, whose Victorian
seat of Bruce has a more
realistic chance of being
defended, said he was
“working to get a good
outcome” but preparing in
case he did not win.
Queensland Labor MP
Graham Perrett earlier in
the week said the govern-
ment was “in more trouble
than Indiana Jones”, while
NSW Labor MP Joel Fitz-
gibbon - a key supporter
of Kevin Rudd - said there
was a lot of “disaffection”
with the government.

But Attorney-General Mark
Dreyfus is unconcerned.

“I don’t think you should
make much of someone
packing a box,” Mr Drey-
fus told reporters in Can-
berra on Thursday.
Assistant Treasurer David
Bradbury, whose western
Sydney seat has a margin
of just over one per cent,
said: “I haven’t given up.”
Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott says Australians
have to wait only 100 days
before voting out a bad
government.

“A hundred days until the
Australian people finally
have a choice between a
government that is incom-
petent and untrustworthy
and an opposition which
is offering new hope,” Mr
Abbott said.

Australian Greens leader
Christine Milne conceded
Mr Abbott appeared to be
on track to win.

“There’s very little to sug-
gest that won’t be the
case,” she said.

However, she said vot-
ers should be concerned
about the coalition’s
“cheap slogans” and lack
of commitment to tackling
climate change.

Former Labor pollster Rod
Cameron told Fairfax Me-
dia the ALP would hold
fewer than 35 seats after
the election.

“It will be a total wipe out
in the outer suburbs of all
capital cities and regional
and rural areas to boot,”
he said.

Former Labor MP Maxine
McKew, who unseated
John Howard in 2007 but
lost Bennelong in 2010,
said: “What we are facing
now is a level of defeatism
that is all-pervasive.

Fed-up voters show how the west was lost

LABOR faces an un-
precedented wipeout in
five western Sydney and
Central Coast seats, with
more than twice as many
voters claiming they are
backing Tony Abboit over
Julia Gillard.

With 100 days to go be-
fore the election, western
Sydney has spoken. And
the message was clear.
While there was little love
for Mr Abbott, they have
had enough of Ms Gil-
lard and want to teach her
government a painful les-
son.

A straw poll by The Daily
Telegraph of more than
100 voters yesterday
revealed that asylum
seekers and Ms Gillard’s
leadership were the hot-
button issues.

But health and education
were chief among peo-
ple’s concerns, followed
by the cost of living, bro-
ken Labor promises and
management of the econ-
omy.

The face-to-face inter-
views were conducted in
the western Sydney seats
of Lindsay, McMahon, Par-

NSW finance

minister wel-

comes rort inquiry

NSW Finance Minister
Greg Pearce says he wel-
comes an inquiry into
whether he rorted min-
isterial travel guidelines
during a private trip to
Canberra.

Premier Barry O’Farrell
has ordered an investi-
gation into his minister’s
taxpayer-funded trip to
the capital, which took
place on the same day Mr
Pearce was ejected from
parliament on suspicion
of being intoxicated.

As a media frenzy erupt-
ed on Monday, Mr Pearce
travelled to Canberra to
attend drinks hosted by
Liberal party powerbro-
ker Michael Photios.
While his office said the
minister was “off sick”,
Mr Pearce reportedly said
he was visiting a housing
development and his of-
fice must be “confused”.
He later said he had trav-

Mining investment plateauing: Treasury

TREASURY concedes
that pinpointing the ex-
act peak in the mining
investment is difficult,
but anticipates that by
the middle of the decade
there could be a signifi-
cant decline.

Treasury executive direc-
tor for its macroeconom-
ics group David Gruen
said investment expec-
tations in the most re-

cent capital expenditure
data for the March quar-
ter were encouraging as
they showed mining in-
vestment remaining high
into 2013/14.

“We can’t be certain were
the peak is,” Dr Gruen
told a Senate estimates
hearing in Canberra on
Thursday.

“It is pretty clear that at
least for a couple of years

we have got a plateau
rather than something
that looks like a moun-
tain.”

Mining investment
growth was very steep on
the way up, but it won’t
be until the middle of the
decade that there would
be a significant decline
as its share of gross do-
mestic product, Dr Gruen
said.

elled for a private func-
tion and then pulled out,
even though his flights
and accommodation
were booked by the state
government.

Mr O’Farrell, who is in
China, has ordered an in-
vestigation into whether
Mr Pearce breached min-
isterial travel guidelines.

Mr Pearce said on Thurs-
day he paid for the trip
when he returned.

In a statement, he wel-
comed the inquiry and
said he would “fully co-
operate” with the investi-
gator, Mr O’Farrell’s chief
bureaucrat Chris Eccles.

Mr Pearce said he looked
forward to the inquiry’s
findings and would not
be commenting further
while the
was underway.

The NSW opposition says
Mr Pearce should front
the media and explain the
conflicting accounts and,
if he can’t, he should be
sacked from cabinet.

Mr Pearce has already
been warned by Mr
O’Farrell this week fol-
lowing accusations he’d
been drunk
ment.

The minister had to be
assisted from the house
during debate on victims’
compensation legislation
last Thursday.

investigation

in parlia-

ramatta and Greenway, as
well as the Central Coast
seat of Dobell, which will
be contested by the con-
troversial former Labor
MP Craig Thomson as an
independent.

All five seats would fall
easily to the Coalition
based on the straw poll.
However a surprisingly
high number of voters
had either not yet made
up their mind or intended
to vote for neither the Co-
alition nor Labor - sug-
gesting many people are
considering a pox on both
houses of the current par-
liament.

Of 100 voters, 46 said
they would back the Co-
alition - many reluctantly
because of a general mis-
trust of Mr Abbott.

Only 16 said they would
stick with Ms Gillard and
Labor, while a significant
38 per cent said they had
yet to make up their mind
or would vote for neither
out of disgust for both
sides of politics.

The further bad news for
the government comes at
the end of another disas-
trous parliamentary week
of in-fighting and dissent
within Labor ranks, with
Kevin Rudd yesterday
making a public plea for
his colleagues to “pull
their heads in”.

But senior supporters of
Ms Gillard were having
none of it, accusing Mr
Rudd of deliberately stir-
ring up leadership trouble.
“Who is behind this lat-
est unrest? Who do you
think? Rudd,” one senior
factional source said.

The survey follows a week
of bad polls for the gov-
ernment nationally and
in particular Ms Gillard’s
home state of Victoria,
where Labor is expected
to weather swings against
it similar to those in NSW.
Yesterday Ms Gillard said-:
“On 14 September, | will
be putting to our people
a plan for the nation’s fu-
ture. Our plan will create

jobs, improve schools,
fund DisabilityCare,
roll out real high-speed
broadband and help fami-
lies with the pressures of
modern life.”

Mr Abboit said the elec-
tion “will be a choice be-
tween the Coalition with
its Real Solutions Plan
for a strong, prosperous
economy and a safe, se-
cure Australia or another
three years of chaos and
broken promises from the
LaboriGreensl/indepen-
dents alliance.” In The
Daily Telegraph straw
poll, Labor was closest in
the seat of Lindsay - held
by Assistant Treasurer
David Bradbury by 1.1 per
cent - where health and
education were the key
issues for voters followed
by asylum seekers and
Ms Gillard’s leadership.

A total of 11 voters said
they would back the Co-
alition. Six backed Labor
with nine either undecid-
ed or voting for neither.
But Labor appeared to be
in most trouble in Julie
Owens’ seat of Parramat-
ta - held by A.A per cent -
where Liberal voters out-
numbered Labor nine to
one, with two voting for
neither and eight still un-
decided.

Former Immigration Min-
ister Chris Bowen, a sup-
porter of Mr Rudd, could
hold out some hope of
keeping his seat of McMa-
hon - on a margin of 1.8
per cent. While six vot-
ers said they would vote
for the Coalition and only
three for Labor, 12 were
undecided. In Michelle
Rowland’s seat of Green-
way - held by 0.9 per cent
- three times as many
voters planned to dump
Labor with only six un-
decided. Asylum seekers
was the key issue.

In Dobell, where Mr Thom-
son could split the La-
bor vote, Mr Abbott was
streets ahead, with 11
voters backing him over
only three for Labor.
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PM points to Abbott in Qld

schools stoush

JULIA Gillard has ques-
tioned whether pressure
from the federal oppo-
sition is behind Queen-
sland’s refusal to sign
up to school funding re-
forms.

Premier Campbell New-
man wrote to Prime Min-
ister Gillard last week,
saying it would be im-
possible to agree by the
June 30 deadline unless
the funding offer was
substantially altered.

In reply, Ms Gillard ac-
cused the premier of turn-
ing his back on Queen-
sland children.

She said Queensland
schools will gain an ex-
tra $2.5 billion in federal
funds, in return for an in-
vestment by the state of
$1.3 billion.

“Parents, principals,
teachers and the broader
community will wonder
why you persist in re-
fusing this extra money
for their schools,” she
wrote.

“It will be extremely dis-
appointing to Queen-
slanders if you do not put

extra money for schools
in (Tuesday’s) budget.”
She said ignorance about
what Queensland stood
to gain could not be be-
hind the premier’s posi-
tion.

“Perhaps it is because
the Leader of the Op-
position (Tony Abbott)
or members of his team
are demanding you put
their political interests
ahead of the interests of
Queensland children,”
she wrote.

She also pointed out
Queensland schools
were outperformed by
NSW in every NAPLAN
measure across every
year level last year.

The Newman government
says it holds real con-
cerns that Queensland
schools will be worse off
under the reforms.

In his letter to the prime
minister, Mr Newman
accused her of not un-
derstanding state fund-
ing arrangements and
making misleading pub-
lic statements about the
changes.

Hanson says she will work with

Abbott

SENATE hopeful Pauline
Hanson says she is happy
to put the past behind her
and work with Tony Ab-
bott if he becomes prime
minister.

Mr Abbott was instrumen-
tal in setting up a fund to
underwrite a legal bid to
deregister One Nation in
the lead-up to the 1998
federal election.

On Tuesday Ms Hanson,
who has announced she
is rejoining One Nation
and will seek to wina NSW
Senate spot at the Sep-
tember poll, said she isn’t
one to hold a grudge.

“I personally think we
need a change of govern-
ment,” she said.

“I am not a vengeful per-
son and | will work with

anyone.”

She repeated her familiar
refrain that Australia was
being swamped by “ille-
gal immigrants” and that
the country should invite
in who it wants.

“The fact is we have lost
control of our borders,”
Ms Hanson told the Seven
Network.

“We are being swamped
by boat people, illegal im-
migrants.

“We’ve got to control
our borders and invite in
to our country who we
want.”

The Brisbane-born former
fish and chip owner has
unsuccessfully stood six
times for state and federal
elections during the past
15 years.

Labor MP mocks his

own party

A LEADING Labor figure
has mocked his party’s
response to the latest
opinion polls showing
the Gillard government
heading for a massive
defeat at the September
14 election.

Newspoll, published in
The Australian on Tues-
day, has the coalition
stretching its lead over
Labor to 16 points.

If the 58-42 per cent poll
result was repeated at
the September election,
Labor’s representation
in parliament would be
nearly halved to 31 seats,
ABC election analyst Ant-
ony Green predicts.
Labor backbencher Gra-
ham Perrett summed
up the mood among his
colleagues when he told
the ABC: “We’re in more
trouble than Indiana
Jones.”

Mr Perrett’s seat of More-
ton, in suburban Bris-
bane, would be one of
the first Labor seats to
go on election night.
Down south a Herald-Sun
poll shows Labor facing
massive swings against
it in Victoria.
Attorney-General Mark
Dreyfus would lose his
seat of Isaacs on a 15.4
per cent swing against
Labor, the poll predicts.
Former cabinet minister
Joel Fitzgibbon openly
ridiculed Labor HQ in-
structions on how gov-
ernment MPs should re-
spond to questions about
the latest polls.

“l bought the manual
with me. I'll see what it
says,” he told the Seven
Network.

“It says | should say polls
come and go and the only
poll that counts is the
poll on election day.”
Government senator
Doug Cameron is also
unhappy with the Labor
leadership, saying their
assurances about a J-

curve in voter support
had not eventuated.
“There’s been policies
not sold as well as they
should have been, there’s
policies that have not
been defended as well
as they should have,”
he told reporters in Can-
berra.

Despite Tony Abbott wid-
ening the gap on Julia
Gillard as preferred prime
minister to eight points,
there’s little stomach
amongst Labor MPs for a
change of leader.
Frontbencher Yvette
D’Ath insisted Ms Gillard
had the support of cau-
cus, saying it had made
the right decision to re-
ject the return of Kevin
Rudd.

“That issue has been put
to bed,” she said.
Independent senator
Nick Xenophon said La-
bor’s position was dire.
“These polls seem to be
not so much within the
margin of error as the
margin of disaster,” he
said, adding the govern-
ment MPs he had spoken
to were pretty despon-
dent

Independent MP Tony
Windsor, on whose sup-
port the government
relies, said Labor had
taken a hit in the wake of
last week’s furore over
electoral funding.

He said support for in-
dependents remained
significantly higher than
at the 2010 election, re-
flecting the electorate’s
view of the major parties.
Liberal senator Simon
Birmingham denied the
coalition was becoming
complacent about an
election victory.

“We know people want
a change, but we also
know we need to earn
their votes and earn their
trust, and in the next 101
days that’s all we’ll be
doing.”

Dubai prosecutors appeal Lee acquittal

DUBAI prosecutors are ap-
pealing a court’s decision
to clear Australian busi-
nessman Marcus Lee of
fraud charges.

Mr Lee’s lawyer John Sned-
don has confirmed pros-
ecutors lodged the appeal
overnight, dealing a major
blow to the Lee family’s bid
to return to Australia.

“He is devastated because
it just means they’re there
for probably another year,”
Mr Sneddon told AAP on
Wednesday.

Mr Lee and fellow Austra-
lian businessman Matthew
Joyce were arrested in
January 2009 over fraud al-
legations brought by Gold
Coast property developer
Sunland after the land deal
collapsed during the global
financial crisis.

They spent nine months
in prison before being re-
leased on bail but were
forbidden from leaving the
United Arab Emirates.

The court last month jailed
Mr Joyce for 10 years
and fined him $25 million
but cleared Mr Lee of any
wrongdoing.

The court also convicted
Melbourne  businessman
Angus Reed in absentia,
handing him the same sen-
tence as Mr Joyce.

They were convicted of
duping Sunland into giving
them $12 million but both
insist they are innocent.

Even Sunland believes Mr
Lee did nothing wrong, so
the prosecutor’s decision
has left him and wife Julie
reeling.

“From Sunland’s side we
did not have any claim
against Mr Marcus Lee.
Mr Marcus Lee has noth-
ing to do with that case as
long as we know,” Sunland
Group Managing Director
Soheil Abedian told ABC
television in March.

The couple were hoping
to have their passports
returned so they could fly
home within weeks of the
original verdict

Mr Sneddon, based in Bris-
bane with Shand Taylor
Lawyers, expects a court
date to be set in coming
weeks, but believes it will
be some months before
there is any major progress
with the appeal.

“I don’t see them flying
home anytime soon,” Mr
Sneddon said.

The couple are facing in-
tense financial difficulties
and some health problems.
The Victorian Supreme
Court dismissed Sunland’s
claims in June 2012 be-
cause their key witness was
deemed untrustworthy.
Sunland appealed to the
Victorian Court of Appeal,
which is yet to deliver a
verdict.

Comment is being sought
from Foreign Minister Carr.

Qld MP accused of misleading parliament

THE Queensland Industrial
Relations Commission has
found documents that sug-
gest embattled Queensland
MP Scott Driscoll deliber-
ately misled parliament.

In March, Mr Driscoll told
parliament he was no lon-
ger a voluntary president
of the Queensland Retail-
ers and Shoppers Asso-
ciation, also known as the
United Retail Association
in September last year.
Parliamentary Speaker
Fiona Simpson says she
has received documentary
evidence from the Queen-
sland Industrial Relations
Commission that proves
otherwise.

She told parliament on
Tuesday the documents
suggest the member for
Redcliffe “deliberately mis-

led parliament.”

She has referred the matter
to parliament’s ethics com-
mittee.

Mr Driscoll will this week
miss his fourth consecu-
tive sitting week, citing
medical reasons.

He faces losing his seat if
he is absent from parlia-
ment for 21 sitting days in
a row, a period that would
be up in September.

Mr Driscoll is fighting fraud
and misconduct allegations
and has gone to ground
since quitting the Liberal
National Party in April.

He denies allegations he
secretly controlled a com-
munity group from his
electorate office and paid
his wife tens of thousands
of dollars in consultancy
fees.
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Labor attacks Abbott

over asbestos

The coalition knew there was an asbestos problem at Telstra when
it was in government, Labor says.

THE federal government
says opposition leader
Tony Abboit knew when
in government 12 years
ago there was a problem
with asbestos in the tele-
communications pits and
ducts managed by Tel-
stra.

The presence of asbes-
tos in the infrastructure
is causing concerns in
communities and among
contractors working on
the $317.4 billion national
broadband network proj-
ect overseen by the gov-
ernment-owned  builder
NBN Co.

NBN Co is accessing the
pits and ducts to roll out
the fibre optic cable to
support the network, after
Telstra was contracted to
remediate asbestos is-
sues.

But the presence of asbes-
tos at sites across Austra-
lia, including Penrith in
western Sydney, Ballarat,
Perth, Adelaide and Tas-
mania and Queensland
had heightened fears
people could have been
exposed to the deadly ma-
terial which causes meso-
thelioma.

The coalition is pursuing
Labor on what it knew and
when about the presence
of asbestos, saying it’s
another example of gov-
ernment mismanagement.
But cabinet minister Craig
Emerson on Tuesday said
the former Howard co-
alition government was
aware in 2001 there was a

problem.

“The previous government
knew all about it, and did
nothing about it,” he told
Sky News.

At the time, Mr Abbott was
workplace relations minis-
ter.

It’s claimed Telstra wanted
to create an independent
body to accelerate com-
pensation arrangements
for workers exposed to
asbestos and sought ap-
proval from Mr Abbott’s
department, but the plan
was rejected.

“He’s the guy now com-
plaining,” Dr Emerson
said.

On Monday, the govern-
ment announced an in-
dependent taskforce to
monitor work by Telstra
to prevent asbestos ex-
posure, including training
and supervision of con-
tractors.

Labor’s also setting up a
National Asbestos Expo-
sure Register, operating
under a new Asbestos
Safety and Eradication
Agency, to gather names,
details of suspected as-
bestos exposure and any
future disease diagnoses.
Labor senator Doug Cam-
eron insisted the govern-
ment had reacted quickly
and effectively.

“It’s absolutely essential
that workers ... carry out
their functions in as safe
manner and the public is
protected,” he said.

But independent senator
Nick Xenophon wants an

independent inquiry, led
by the auditor-general,
to investigate the pres-
ence of asbestos in the
Telstra’s pits and ducts
handed over to NBN Co.
“This is a $40 billion proj-
ect. How could this risk
not have been managed
better? ” he told reporters
in Canberra.

Liberal senator Simon Bir-
mingham said the govern-
ment had failed.

“Telstra is taking respon-
sibility for getting things
right at their end,” Sena-
tor Birmingham said.

“The government needs
to take responsibility and
acknowledge the fact ..
that there are indeed con-
tractors for NBN who have
mishandled asbestos.”
Later, Mr Abbott appeared
to distance himself from
the decision in 2001 re-
garding Telstra and com-
pensation arrangements,
saying it was a depart-
mental one.

“m not going to com-
ment on decisions the de-
partment made,” he told
reporters.

“You can always ask the
department what the de-
partment did back then.”
Mr Abbott also defended
his record on asbestos in
the Howard government.
As workplace minister he
began the process to ban
the importation and use
of chrysotile asbestos
and as health minister he
committed $6 million to
set up a research centre
into asbestos-related dis-
eases.

“The record’s there for all
to see,” he added.

“My plea to the govern-

ment now is please,
please, given what we
know about asbestos,

make sure that the rollout
of the national broadband
network doesn’t add to the
asbestos hazards that the
Australian people face.”

Prime Minister Julia Gillard on the nose, even in her own state

JULIA Gillard’s home state
has abandoned her with as
many as six seats in Vic-
toria now at risk of falling
to the Coalition, including
that of her Attorney General
Mark Dreyfus.

And Tony Abbott has
surged ahead nationally
as a better potential Prime
Minister, with three sepa-
rate polls now confirming
a worsening electoral cri-
sis looming for Labor as it
battles to contain the latest
NBN asbestos debacle and
more boat arrivals.

In what will be a shock for
the Prime Minister, an ex-
clusive JWSIHerald Sun
poll reveals a 15.4 per cent
swing against Mr Dreyfus
in the once-safe seat of
Isaacs, enough to remove
him. If repeated in neigh-
bouring seats, the PM’s

hopes of retaining the furni-
ture in her home state could
be dashed.

And the latest Newspoll,
published on tuesday in
The Australian has revealed
that Ms Gillard had taken
another personal hit with Mr
Abbott now commanding a
eight-point lead as better
Prime Minister.

The Coalition now enjoys a
two-party preferred vote of
58 versus 42 - pointing to a
wipeout for Labor.

The JWS poll, which was
confined to three seats,
has confirmed secret inter-
nal Labor polling currently
underway, which has sent
shivers through the spines
of several MPs who have
been told of the emerging
trend.

The Daily Telegraph has
confirmed that despite at-

tempts by federal operatives
to delay polling, research
began last week across
Victoria for the first time
this year. It was a state that
Labor had hoped could be
contained with little loss.
But a senior Labor MP
confirmed that preliminary
numbers so far had reflect-
ed similar swings recorded
recently in NSW internal
polling.

“We are going to get ham-
mered,” the MP said. “We’ve
been trying to tell them how
baditis.”

The JWS poll showed the
primary vote for Mr Drey-
fus has collapsed to 35 per
cent from 49 per cent at the
2010 election.

In two-party terms it gave
the Liberals a 55 to 45 per
cent lead - a swing of 15.4
per cent.

COUNCIL-FUNDED FACILITY RENAMED AFTER SPORTING ICON

Caption: Parramatta-Auburn Netball Courts now have a “plexipave” finish which has significantly improved the play-
ability and durability of the surface.

Local sporting icon, the
late Marie Dunn OAM, is
set to be honoured at the
Parramatta-Auburn netball
facility re-naming ceremo-
ny on Saturday 8 June at
Wyatt Park, Lidcombe.
Auburn City Council pro-
vided $600,000 for im-
provements at the site,
which will officially be
named the “Marie Dunn
Netball Courts” with a
plaque to be unveiled at
the ceremony.

Ms Dunn was a founding
member of the Auburn
Netball Club in 1965 and a
long serving member of the
Parramatta-Auburn Netball
Association. She was also
inducted into the Netball
NSW Hall of Fame in 2012
and worked as a volunteer
at the World Netball Cham-
pionships, Sydney Olympic
Games, Corporate Games

and various school-based
tournaments.

Her roles for these organi-
sations included: coach,
manager, umpire and scor-
er, as well as administrative
and committee positions
such as Vice President.
Awards won by Marie Dunn
include: the Anne Clarke
Service Award in 1986, the
Australian Sports Medal in
2000 and the order of Aus-
tralia Medal in 20017.
Auburn Mayor Ned Attie
recognised Marie Dunn’s
legacy of community spirit
and praised her commit-
ment to promoting sport at
a grassroots level.

“It’'s important for us to
recognise the positive in-
fluence of Marie Dunn and
what she achieved for local
sport in our area,” he said.
“Marie Dunn ensured the
viability and prosperity of

netball in Western Sydney
and this influenced Council
to invest more than half a
million dollars in the facili-
ties, which will be enjoyed
by future generations as
well as the 1,500 or so cur-
rent players.

“She was a fantastic role
model in our community
and having her honoured
at this facility will ensure
her contribution will never
be forgotten.”

Media Opportunity

Netball Courts Renaming
Ceremony (followed by the
NSW State Seniors Com-
petition, 8-10 June)

8am, Saturday 8 June
2013

Wyatt Park, Church Street,
Lidcombe

For general information,
contact Andrew McBride,
phone: 9735 1301
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Roger Dean’s fire left “bodies everywhere”
outside nursing home “war zone”

THE Quakers Hill nurs-
ing home looked “like a
war zone” with “bodies
everywhere” after Roger
Kingsley Dean’s fire took
hold, a court has heard on
wednesday.

Resident Helen Perry has
told Dean’s sentencing
hearing that she was ush-
ered outside by the regis-
tered nurse after the fire
started and told “not to
worry” about residents she
thought were still inside.
The 31 year-old has admit-
ted to starting the fire on
November 18, 2011 and to
the murders of 11 people.
Ms Perry told the court this
morning that she was one
of the only people in her
ward who could walk un-
aided and wasn’t suffering
from dementia.

The court heard Dean, af-
ter igniting two fires with
a cigarette lighter, helped
residents out.

“I said (friend and resident)
Molly’s bed is alight, we’ve
got to get them out,” Mrs
Perry said.

“And (Dean) grabbed me
and said ‘don’t worry about
it, help is on the way.”

“He said ‘come on, we’re
going to go.””

Ms Perry said “Dean was
holding my hand” as they
walked outside and “ev-
erything was happening so
fast.”

“There were bodies ev-
erywhere, it was like a war
zone,” she said.

The hearing, before Justice
Megan Latham, continues.
A day earlier the court was
told that one of the resi-
dents landed in Australia
with nothing but his wife
and a suitcase. Then there
was a woman who sur-
vived two bouts of breast
cancer; another a tragic
car accident

Others raised children in
homes with little money,
but stocked with love.

And, even after years at
the Quakers Hill Nursing
Home they could still find
happiness through a dance
with their grandchildren,

or over a plate of cakes
shared with family.

So with the 11 elderly lives
taken by Roger Kingsley
Dean came generations of
loss. And it was the chil-
dren, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren  who
came together at the Su-
preme Court on tuesday
to tell him exactly what he
had taken away.As the 31-
year-old stared at the floor
while blinking away tears,
he listened to the heart-
break of those relatives.
One said: “I hope he asks
whichever god he prays to
for forgiveness, because
he won’t be getting it from
me.”

He last week pleaded guilty
to 11 counts of murder
- making him the state’s
worst ever mass Kkiller -
and eight counts of reck-
lessly causing grievous
bodily harm, and will be
sentenced later this year.
The court has heard Dean
lit two fires with a cigarette
lighter inside the home
on November 18, 2011,
to destroy the evidence of
his theft of 231 painkillers
from the home. The inferno
killed three people at the
scene, with another eight
succumbing to smoke in-
halation and burns in hos-
pital in the days following.
The two daughters of Cae-
sar Galea, who saw him on
television that day being
taken to hospital by am-
bulance, said “you could
clearly see in his eyes
the terror and suffering
he was experiencing.”Mr
Galea emigrated to Aus-
tralia from Egypt with his
wife, who also died a few
months after the fire.

“She died of a broken
heart,” Patricia Rynne’s
statement said. Kaylee
Byrnes, great-granddaugh-
ter of Doris Becke, a wid-
ow who beat breast can-
cer twice, said her family
had hoped she would die
“peacefully in her sleep”
but instead she became the
victim of a man “covering
his other selfish crime.”

Rudd tells Labor MPs: pull

your heads in

KEVIN Rudd has told his
Labor colleagues to focus
on Tony Abboit rather
than Julia Gillard, as they
despair over the prospect
of a massive election de-
feat.

“I think it’s time everyone,
and | mean everyone, just
pulled their heads in,”
the former prime minister
told reporters on his way
into Parliament House on
Wednesday.

Instead, they should get
on with the business of
making sure Mr Abbott
did not become prime
minister.

Mr Rudd’s advice was
echoed by cabinet minis-
ter Stephen Conroy, one
of Ms Gillard’s staunchest
allies, who warned Labor
would be “marked down
hard” if it continued to in-
dulge in navel gazing.
Their comments came as
outspoken Senator Doug
Cameron became the lat-
est government figure to
offer advice to the prime
minister, saying it was
time to dump the spin
merchants feeding her
prepared lines.

“She’s a talented, effec-
tive politician, she’s just
got to be herself,” Sena-
tor Cameron said.

Yet another bout of ill-dis-
cipline in Labor ranks was
prompted on Tuesday by
Rudd supporter and for-
mer cabinet minister Joel
Fitzgibbon, who openly
mocked “talking points”
government MPs received
from Ms Gillard’s office.
Mr Fitzgibbon sought to
clarify his comments in
an interview with Fairfax
Media on Wednesday,
saying his comments
were a critique of politics
generally in a “new era of
spin”.

“l was making the point
that for whatever reason,
a very good government
is not punching through
on its message,” he said.
Labor backbencher Rich-
ard Marles says the gov-
ernment has to keep its
discipline and prosecute
its message through to
the September 14 elec-
tion.

“We have a great story to
sell,” he said, citing the
government’s response
to the global financial cri-
sis, the national disabil-
ity insurance scheme and
health reforms.

Another backbencher,
Rob Mitchell, quashed
any talk of dumping Ms
Gillard.

“She’s been able to get
us through two-and-a-
half years of a minority
government. No one else
would be capable enough
to do that,” he said.

The latest polls indicate
Labor faces the prospect
of being reduced to fewer
than A0 MPs in the 150-
seat House of Represen-
tatives after the election.
This has led to a feeling
of despondency inside
the government, says in-
dependent senator Nick
Xenophon.

He cited a conversation
he had with a govern-
ment senator, in which
he asked him whether the
ALP was going to change
its name to the Australian
Lemmings Party.

“He just looked at me in
the eye and said ‘mate,
we already have’,” Sena-
tor Xenophon said.

Oppn: NBN plans will un-
earth more asbestos

THE federal opposition’s
communications spokes-
man says the company
behind Australia’s na-
tional broadband net-
work (NBN) will next year
double its contracted
workforce and poten-
tially unearth hazardous
asbestos at many more
sites.

Malcolm Turnbull on
Tuesday warned the
amount of asbestos

disturbed by NBN Co
construction work on
Telstra-managed tele-
communications pits and
ducts would rise under
the government-owned
builder>s plans for 2014.
But Mr Turnbull also ac-
cused the Labor gov-
ernment of stirring up
“needless anxiety” over
concerns that NBN work
so far may have exposed
people in western Syd-
ney, Ballarat, Perth, Ad-
elaide, Tasmania and
Queensland to the as-
bestos fibres that cause
mesothelioma.

He said NBN Co planned
to double its contractor

workforce to 15,000 next
year.

“At the same time as
they’re going to be heav-
ily audited over asbestos,
at the same time several
of the contractors have
called a stop-work over
asbestos, they’re going
to double the size of their
contractor workforce and
seek to make them 10
times as productive,” he
told the ABC.

“This is a very big com-
plex project with much
more disturbance.”

He also accused Work-
place Minister Bill Short-
en of “trying to turn this
into a national panic’.

“In most cases, as long
as it’s not interfered with,
as long as it>s not broken
up ... then there isn’t a
health risk,” Mr Turnbull
said.

On Monday, the govern-
ment announced an in-
dependent taskforce to
monitor work by Telstra
to prevent asbestos ex-
posure, including train-
ing and supervision of
contractors.

O’Connor tells dept to keep him informed

The Immigration Minister
says he was not told an
asylum seeker was a con-
victed jihadist terrorist.
IMMIGRATION  Minister
Brendan O’Connor has
told his department he
wants to be told about
cases similar to that of an
Egyptian asylum seeker
who was a convicted mur-
derer and belonged to a
terrorist group.

ASIO informed the immi-
gration department in Au-
gust2012 that Sayad Latif,
who arrived in Australia
by boat three months ear-
lier, had been convicted in
absentia in 1999 of pre-
meditated murder.

He also was a member of
the Egyptian Islamic Ji-
had.

Mr O’Connor late on Tues-
day told parliament he did

not find out about Latif’s
background until April this
year, nor had the depart-
ment informed his prede-
cessor Chris Bowen.
Opposition  immigration
spokesman Scott Morri-
son jumped on the admis-
sion, saying Mr O’Connor
appeared unfazed at the
lack of information com-
ing from his department.
“We’re talking about a
convicted terrorist here,”
he said, noting Latif had
been detained in a low-
security detention facility
for seven months before
being moved to a more
secure centre at Villawood
in Sydney.

“Not only do we have a
light-touch approach to
national security ... but we
seem to have a hands-off
approach also from minis-

ters.”

Mr O’Connor says it is not
up to ministers to chase
down people.

“Nothing has happened
here,” he said, adding
Latif had been detained at
all times.

Mr O’Connor said he had
told his department to in-
form him about any simi-
lar case.

Opposition border secu-
rity spokesman Michael
Keenan says the govern-
ment has agreed to brief
the coalition on the case.
“We’ve asked for that
briefing to be conducted
by the immigration de-
partment, the Australian
Federal Police and ASIO,
because all three agen-
cies have been intimately
involved,” Mr Keenan
said.
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