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Bank of Sydney celebrates
Marrickville Open Day

(L-R); Alexander Nassar, Fawaz Sankari, Nicholas Papas, AM, So-
teris Hadjikyriacous, Steven Pambris, HE Vasilios Tolios and Cir
Victor Macri

. ro—

s Bank of Sydney i s

ersonal, Flexible, §

ompetitive Bankingg

banksyd.com.au

(L-RO; Mr Steven Pambris, Clr Victor Macri, Mr Nikolas Hatzister-
gos, Mr Soteris Hadjikyriacous and Mr Fawaz Sankari

Celebrating with Customers and Guests

Bank of Sydney customers
and guests were treated to a
warm function to celebrate
the name launch at Mar-
rickville branch on Tuesday
14th of May. In attendance
was Mr Nicholas Pappas
AM, Chairman of the Bank’s
Board, His Excellency Mr
Vasilios Tsolios, Consul
General of Greece in Syd-
ney, and Mr Victor Macri,
Mayor of Marrickville, along
with other members of the
Bank’s senior management
team.

Bank of Sydney customers
and guests welcomed the

new name and expressed
their admiration and appre-
ciation to the successful
path that Bank of Sydney
has had, growing every day
from strength to strength
and offering personal ser-
vice and competitive prod-
ucts.

Also, Bank of Sydney will
be hosting similar functions
at Spring Street Branch in
Melbourne on Friday 24th
of May and at Parramatta
Branch on Wednesday 29th
of May to celebrate the new
identity with its customers
and friends.
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Volvo F16, -
xal(;el ;‘7(1)16‘,809A I T I S A Good Condition.-

ode 14 Speed .-

Item Condition Good Gearbox and engine Volvo-
Year 1988 ‘/ OL ‘/ O M&s body- bissaloy bin.-

. Ready to be connected to trailer (available ring fitter).-
Price $45,000* Dvd ,Navigation and reverse -camera in great
Colour ~ WHITE F16 . 48S5HP | conaicion-

GCM 81000 ) CB Radio -

. Stereo-
GVM 26500 ¢ J wm Tarps great condition.-
Registration BK49UR ' Very reliable truck...-
Category Trucks Lo i -
Sub-Category  Tipper 043 1 7 1 8 387 Ready for work....




Page 15

Saturday 18 May 2013

the middle east

-ll’HE LD,’

YY HLT VA o

\ 0 indua

Australian News

bl sl

Widest coverage for the Australian news in Arabic in cooperation with alankabout.com tg.!.ﬁy‘ ‘;i LQ f it |

OPIESTERIE-M PRy WY

Liljid (8 dlaaly Sl

omlall S all (B cls il
u| d.u.-|)4.|l &l umgl LS
Ll ] (2 gl Al chaall Gl
Lalle jlue Galill S50l (A
caluabi I ol sgimn (A
Ally cpglall B YY S 5llg

dlya A @Al A vY
Gl Jah @l 4ol
aall - S Ly gllell giens

Yo ple a.,!);;lg oM
o0 YUB dualjall ki pdig
Bty by pens Jon Ll
)k g dollyanall dagSall
G Ll o (b Leid s

Lalle  J51g¥1 Laodll &SL8
dsl,8llg polally Lalydl (A
XY0 ale Jolag

ol poleill 59 Suagy

dlAbl ol M s cadagl
uLo)_\H dm A Laalle 15 5
omleill paedas La cpgddl oo
mbdl RPReAAN ;Lul
Jlakyl ol &l ZS.»A9|3
aldl dall A O:.,,.Il)mlll
RSl o Lalle ualdll oo
Jags B Alga frwad B
el oo plo Al
Ol Ogllfwal Hganyaa JlBg
pouley a8 AWl e % WV
Jyeadll & alaill
by cdyall B pgsll el
aladei Hlaal I ,o.ra)bm.a
poibdy  pleal 8 s
-pa2lily
&8 oVl o laall 0¥ Jialg
ol Jasa A Jg¥l Sl

et

um cg.m UL\-M‘ ‘U

calohiin Iy (A Loy donay jue
Father Chris Riley’s Youth Off
Police Citizens ¢ The Streets
Blue Light g Youth Clubs
Lol bgll  Gganal
boja oo s 90 dpall oo
Gillard do9Sa  Lauddil il
E)lg:i’.-.ll B duall dlagiay
slal A ablilaell d...cs
L..ll).ml

8dy ol Clare pjell JlEg
dsall pallasll Gl daad

Jrgail &anall pt culeganall
dypll o Ll )l

) .Lbdl
d—“‘ u.;,» iL.Lﬂ. dLalg
g ll e3g P2

dailly  dadaall E—A‘).\-” Josi
G ackw Gl EN | c\.u_u.ll
-«lLiilegtiag uLal g

cileginglly  rYALE a kil
Laeliagl Joadl A dalall
dalagll  JSLaull 3353 N

«.dalag Ygla puAtig

b or gl duss
&) J9sia waga el
Yoy )L.|/9.u|.4 YA Us &l
aslalisyYlg calogleall e au 5l
e 8,895 cullbll el )Lyl g

www .crimeprevention. 28gall

L:I).an falyall il cuyle ja Gl )..§_. Do V¥ B (egddl .gox:.au
oliiVlg dhdall geni L ualjoll paluasi le wgill 1YVl JLaiVl J9ges
Al B lailijga Al slag : Ryan Hamilton
oA Sgasiall yaall (B Gagewdl @ il 0414599468
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g . ks IPS Security £ A
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy
change! I1PS g-‘a-’
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. o .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (9 Securlty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. -
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for @M
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of vy -
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be ‘b)‘m‘ ‘-"G
suitable to join our team you must: - -
e Hold a first Aid certificate ol Al,‘,I!I‘-‘-'
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . ”""
oo @SIL
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty s e
e Speak fluent English J : ‘3 le
e Have excellent presentation E*LQX‘ M‘,ﬁ"
e Be reliable 5 e -
We have the following security positions available; JML.’ M‘.&"
Crowd Control - e
(Events) Al oo
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions sksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions UV
available. LA o>
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 i
No recruitment companies a %a
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S : "J""'" ‘..’a a2
Master License No: 409566317 0.8 5%
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad! R 9euag
Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au [
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La Mirage Reception “Oasis Ballroom”
210 Hume Hwy, Somerton

Saturday 15th June 2013, at 8pm
Presented by The World Lebanese Cultural Union of Victoria

under the Patronage of the Ambassador of Lebanon 'H.E Dr Jean Daniel”

The Pageant Queen will participate in the final event in Lebanon
that will be held on Saturday 10th August 2013

in the town of Dhour Chweir,

et the Patronage of the President of Lebanon

General Michel Slaiman.

function will be broadcasted on MTV

R.S.VP. by Ist June, 2013
esetvation: 0433 363 222

email: tyacoub.wlcu@optusnet.com.au

YY HLT VA o YV daia
didg dkea IPS Security
Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, lack of respect, no appreciation? Its time for oy o
change! IPS g-\ﬂ
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business. . .
As a rapidly growing company, we're always looking for (a8 Secur lty
reliable, well spoken and well presented individuals. *
Every IPS Security employee contributes to our .
continued success-and to our long-standing reputation for 0)9'1""
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of Tl Y
positions all over the Melbourne Metropolitan area. To be u“m‘ ‘-"G
suitable to join our team you must: o e
e Hold afirst Aid certificate ey dudd
e Hold a current Victorian Security Licence . “t
o Sl
e Have dedication, Commitment & Loyalty A .
e Speak fluent English ‘JM" Wheds
e Have excellent presentation lg.pﬁ‘ p )ﬂ |
o Bereliable 5 e e
We have the following security positions available; Jlﬁﬂ‘-j Mw‘
Crowd Control “ ele
(Events) Auwdlee
e RSA certificate
e Available 7 days/nights
Static positions ksksk
Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions wo & o
available. AL 4
Previous Applicants need not apply 9194 »
No recruitment companies Yoy
Victoria Licence Number: 774-201-10S ..d»uﬂ gﬁ 4aAd
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jelad| 2 9uag

Email: employment@ipssecurity.com.au

PIZZA HOUSE

"First In Australia

¥ eshe - Ll - Gl - (3w |

iod Yo

Pizza - Pasta -

At | dodild| SBgail Bui¥! Hlsdl
101 Lygon StreetN@asltont, VIC 3053

Ph 03 9347816308i3ax40359348 1112
www:totospizzahouse.com

Lt G 39N usTed

03%9lg pgllan ol dusd| lgarlial
ddlondlg aciond| dad> A Lalc 0+

kALl . dlalas . B
ﬁw L X 2 .:M”.
gl e ML wguglll ki g

*
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Federal Budget 2013: Hock-

——

ey leads Budget critics

Joe Hockey. Source: The Australian

THE Coalition says Wayne
Swan’s sixth Budget shows
the nation’s finances are in
“complete chaos” and that
Labor can not be trusted.
Opposition treasury
spokesman Joe Hockey
said the flawed strategy in-
cluded more broken prom-
ises on family payments,
higher taxes, debt levels
above $300 billion and “no
credible path back to sur-
plus’.

“Budget 2013 delivers
more debt more deficits,
more taxes, more broken
promises and more uncer-
tainty from an incompetent
Labor Government that
can’t be trusted,” Mr Hock-
ey said.

“It)y confirms that Labor’s
financial and budget man-
agement is in complete
chaos.”

Business, the Greens and
key crossbenchers also
rounded on the govern-
ment and attacked the lack
of mining tax revenue and
cuts to university and for-
eign aid funding.
Australian Chamber of
Commerce and Indus-
try chief executive Peter
Anderson said it ignored
small business and failed
to make hard spending cut
choices.

While he welcomed the
“few” positives of road and
rail infrastructure invest-
ment, Mr Anderson noted
there was no company tax
relief, high personal income
tax with the Medicare levy,
no capital gains tax relief
and no cutting red tape.
“It’s a budget of Band-Aids
when the patient required
targeted surgery to spend-
ing and the oxygen of cost
relief to boost confidence,”
he said.

Greens Leader Christine

Milne said the big spending
on schools and disability
care had been back ended,
with only $470 million allo-
cated to fund Gonski edu-
cation reforms in the first
year.

“Australia is weaker, dumb-
er and meaner because La-
bor is afraid of the electoral
clout of the big miners and
their fat wallets,” Senator
Milne said.

But she welcomed in-
creased funding for the
ABC, SBS and community
radio, efforts to prevent
mining company rorts and
Melbourne metro rail proj-
ect funding.

Independent MP Andrew
Wilkie said the Budget was
disappointing, particularly
for those on Newstart, par-
enting payments for single
pensions and the age pen-
sion.

“Australia is a rich country
and we can afford a better
deal for the disadvantaged
members of the commu-
nity,” Mr Wilkie said.

“This budget is also a
missed opportunity to gen-
uinely boost health includ-
ing mental health, stroke
awareness and treatment
and life-saving prostate
cancer drugs.”

The Climate Institute said
the Budget's cuts and
deferrals showed the im-
portance of target-driven
markets for more certain
outcomes for those seri-
ous about long-term car-
bon and energy outcomes.
“This Budget makes cuts
or deferrals to renewable
energy and low carbon
solutions, misses a key
opportunity to wind back
fossil fuel subsidies and
appears to underinvest in
global solutions,” chief ex-
ecutive John Connor said.

Budget to wipe $350m
from NSW healthcare

NSW will lose up to $350
million in healthcare fund-
ing as a result of cuts an-
nounced in the federal
budget, the O’Farrell gov-
ernment says.

There were “critical hits
to the state” flowing from
the 2013/14 budget, NSW
Treasurer Mike Baird said
on Wednesday.

The budget cuts to nation-
al partnership agreements
would reduce money ear-
marked for frontline health
services in NSW, such as
palliative and acute care.
“That’s no way to run a
health system,” Mr Baird
told ABC radio.

It looked like NSW would
lose around $350 million
in federal health funding
due to the budget cuts, he
said.

The cuts would be exam-
ined more closely over the
next few days, he said.
Around 12,000 patients
per year in community
and hospital based pallia-
tive care and rehabilitation
services were potentially
at risk.

Mr Baird said 195 acute
care beds across 23 hos-
pital beds were also threat-
ened.

“These acute care beds
that were sitting there as
part of this national care
partnership  agreement,

the federal government
has pulled that funding,”
he said.

“That’s not something that
we support.”

Mr Baird was also disap-
pointed with the infrastruc-
ture spending for NSW in
the federal budget.

He said the state govern-
ment would not receive
most of the federal fund-
ing for the WestConnex
motorway project in west-
ern Sydney until after
2018/19.

“It really is beyond the for-
ward estimates,” he said.
“It's funny money sitting
right out in the never-nev-
er.”

The federal budget showed
a “lack of commitment to
the project”.

Health  Minister Tanya
Plibersek denied NSW
would lose $350 million
and accused the state
of putting up a “smoke-
screen” for planned health
cuts in its own budget next
month.

The federal government
had  substantially  in-
creased health funding for
NSW, she said.

It included an additional
$1.5 billion in funding for
NSW hospitals and $20.1
billion in health funding
over the next four years,
she said.

Ex-league great Lazarus in Palmer camp

RUGBY league great Glenn
Lazarus will lead the Palmer
United Party’s Queensland
senate team.

Billionaire Clive Palmer un-
veiled his party’s federal
senate candidates in Bris-
bane on Thursday.

Mr Lazarus, the only player
to win a rugby league pre-
miership with three different
clubs, will lead the team.

He played for the Canberra
Raiders, the Brisbane Bron-
cos and the Melbourne
Storm.

The Senate team also in-
cludes former A-League
football goalkeeper Scott
Higgins and former crown

prosecutor and veteran bar-
rister Henry Fong.

The party’s application for
registration is currently be-
ing assessed by the Austra-
lian Electoral Commission.
The party plans to stand
candidates in every seat
during the upcoming fed-
eral election on September
14, and Mr Palmer himself
will stand for the lower
house seat of Fisher in an
audacious bid to become
prime minister from outside
parliament.

Mr Lazarus said Mr Palm-
er’s inspirational leadership
could unite and advance
Australia.

Craig Thomson dumps ALP ahead
of election to run as Independent

OUTCAST MP Craig Thomson
will contest the next election
as a fully fledged indepen-
dent after confirming he will
resign from the Labor Party
for good - making the contro-
versial politician the first to
stand for election with pena-
ing criminal charges against
him.

In an interview on Wednes-
day, the suspended Labor MP
revealed he would stand as
an independent in the Central
Coast seat of Dobell, claim-
ing the party that abandoned
him had also abandoned the
nation.

In a boost to his election
chances, a poll conducted
last October had the scandal-
plagued Mr Thomson ahead
of the Coalition in his seat,
with a two party preferred
lead of 51 to 49.

The poll was part of a survey
of 15 marginal seats con-
ducted nationally for a large
corporate client. The survey
found only Dobell and one
other seat where Labor was
in front.

Speaking candidly about his
decision to leave Labor, Mr
Thomson said the party faced
difficult questions if it stuck
with Julia Gillard.

“I will be standing as a left
of centre independent
someone with Labor values
but someone who is very
frustrated with the way this
government has gone about
things,” he said.

“I have been a member of the
party for more than 20 years.
But the Labor Party today is
not the party | joined. They
have got to finish things. You
can’t be a reforming gov-
ernment, you can’t try and
change people’s lives, by
making announcements.
“You have to complete the
policies. You can’t spend the
last few years saying you will
have a surplus and saying we
will do all of these things and
end up in a situation where
we get none of these things.
“This won’t please some of
my colleagues when | say it
... but people including Labor
party members may greatly
fear Tony Abbott as prime
minister but there are great
reservations about the lead-
ership of the Labor Party.”

Mr Thomson said he would be
framing the election in Dobell
as a vote on plans for a major
mine under the region’s water
catchment, claiming neither
Labor nor the Coalition had
been brave enough to take on
an issue the local community
is bitterly opposed to.

He would also campaign on
better transport, after hav-
ing brokered the deal with
Transport Minister Anthony
Albanese to get $400 million
toward the F3-M2 motorway
link, which would cut travel
times to the Central Coast.
Denying he was bitter at the
way the party had treated
him, Mr Thomson revealed
he had rejected an offer from
the NSW Labor Party to allow
him to be beaten in a Labor
preselection contest - a move
which would have qualified
him for the politician’s equiv-
alent of a six-month redun-
dancy worth up to $100,000.
Mr Thomson was one of the
few Labor MPs in 2010 fo get
a swing towards him, with Do-
bell now on a margin of about
5 per cent He said, while he
had local support, he was the
underdog in a race that could
split the Labor vote and elect
him on the back of prefer-
ences.

“It’'s conceivable but it’s un-
likely,” he said of his chances
of re-election.

The former Health Services
Union boss, elected to par-
liament in 2007 in the Kevin
Rudd landslide, is still to face
court to answer more than
150 charges of fraudulently
using his union credit card
before he became an MP - in-
cluding the sensational alle-
gations he used it to pay for
escorts.

“It is in the hands of the court
but you don’t stand if you
think you are going to be con-
victed,” he said.

He said he had informed La-
bor party NSW boss Sam
Dastyari last week of his de-
cision.

“They asked why | wouldn’t
be contesting the Labor pre-
selection and | asked them
why should I,” he said.

“I have some strong friend in
the Labor Party and people |
respect and there are others
Idon't”
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Budget has little to offer but pain and
empty pledges

Treasurer Wayne Swan delivers his Budget speech. Picture:
Gary Ramage Source: The Daily Telegraph

AUSTRALIAN  families
and anyone planning to
have one will have their
entitlements slashed
to pay for a $18 billion
spending spree to de-
liver Prime Minister Julia
Gillard’s education and
disability reforms.
Announcing his prom-
ised surplus has blown
out to an $18 Dbillion
deficit, Treasurer Wayne
Swan yesterday outlined
a further $43 billion in
savings over the next
four years to help pay for
the National Disability
Insurance Scheme and
Gonski.

This figure will grow to
$110.4 billion over a de-
cade.

Families will also be
asked to bear the brunt of
the government’s failed
carbon and mining taxes,
with the Budget reveal-
ing it will receive about
$14 billion less from both
than forecast.

They will also have to
pay for the government’s
bungled asylum seeker
policy, with a $3.2 billion
blowout in border secu-
rity and refugee process-
ing as arrivals reached a
record high this year of
20,000.

Framing the Budget as
an election battleground
over “fairness” the PM
and the Treasurer have
produced a document
which has attempted to
wedge Opposition Lead-
er Tony Abbott to adopt
the brutal cuts or find his
own savings to deliver
the reforms.

Claiming a further $60
billion write down to gov-
ernment revenues over
the next four years, Mr
Swan delivered a surplus
target of 2016-17.
Confirming the dire state
of the books, Mr Swan’s
promised $1.5 billion sur-
plus this year, became a
$19. 4 billion deficit - a
$21 billion miscalcula-
tion. He blamed a one-
in-50-year gap in the real
and nominal GDP rates,
which have hurt compa-
ny profits, for the Budget
black hole.

The new round of cuts
to families will include
the abolition of the baby
bonus from January next
year. The freezing of fam-
ily payment indexation
will also be extended,
hitting families on more
than $110,000 a year.
New eligibility rules will
be enforced, cutting out
some families altogeth-
er.

The loss of the baby
bonus will cost people
planning to have chil-
dren $3000, with a new
family payment of up to
$2000 - targeted at low
and middle income earn-
ers - to replace it. But the
cuts will save Mr Swan
almost $3 billion over the
forward estimates of the
Budget.

It comes on top of the $3
billion in cuts to prom-
ised family payments
and tax cuts which were
scrapped last week
ahead of the Budget.
Families will face higher
out-of-pocket  medical

expenses as the govern-
ment phases out health
tax breaks, while pa-
tients will likely pay more
with the Medicare rebate
for GP visits frozen for
eight months. The other
savings include already
announced  measures
such as the 0.5 per cent
increase to the Medicare
levy, which will raise $20
billion by 2018-19, the
$2.3 billion cuts to higher
education, $1 billion in
superannuation cuts and
$600 million in savings
from changes to Medi-
care.

“l am a strong supporter
of the family payments
system,” Mr Swan said.
“But if we are going to
have a strong family pay-
ments system in Aus-
tralia it has to be sus-
tainable and it has to be
targeted. The (baby bo-
nus) has been increasing
dramatically and was not
sustainable.”

He said the disability
care reforms and Gonski
were vital.

“Every Australian child
deserves the same op-
portunities in life and a
child’s postcode should
not determine their fu-
ture,” he said.

The $24 billion infrastruc-
ture plan would not see
any significant invest-
ment in Sydney’s much
needed WestConnex un-
til after 2019.

Mr Swan defined his
Budget as being about
protecting jobs and eco-
nomic growth.

The Budget forecast
growth this year of 2.15
per cent with 3 per cent
growth year on year af-
ter that. Unemployment
would rise slightly to
5.75 per cent in the com-
ing year.

Net debt would also
come in at $1718 billion
next year, approaching
$200 billion in the next
two years.

WORK CO VER REFORMS

Caption: Mr Brookes, second from left, was accompanied by NSW Minister for
Finances and services Greg Pearce (left) on a visit to local small business own-
er Sophie Bouboulos of Elatte Café at Padstow Heights recently.

Glenn Brookes MP, Member
for East Hills announced busi-
nesses in the East Hills elec-
torate will benefit from an av-
erage reduction to WorkCover
premiums of 1.5 per cent, sav-
ing them thousands of dollars
a year.

“The NSW  Government’s
WorkCover reforms are reduc-
ing the cost of doing business
in NSW, delivering a stronger
economy and creating more
jobs,” Mr Brookes said.
“Employers in the East Hills
electorate have avoided a
premium hike of 28 per cent,
which would have cost many
local jobs.”

Mr Brookes stated the chang-
es to WorkCover premiums
have made the system fairer
and provided more generous
payments to severely injured
workers. He said they also give
incentives to businesses to
improve workplace safety.
“The NSW  Government’s
WorkCover reforms mean bet-
ter care for injured workers,
lower premiums and the pro-
tection of jobs,” Mr Brookes
said.

“More than 161,000 employers
across 364 industries in NSW
have improved safety perfor-
mance in the workplace and
will receive a premium rate re-
duction from 30 June 2013.”
“The NSW Government’s ac-
tions to fix WorkCover mean
no employer will receive a
base rate increase in 2013 and
NSW businesses will save an
average of 1.5 per cent on pre-
miums.”

“These are the clear results
from this Government’s re-
forms to the WorkCover sys-
tem - a stronger economy and
more jobs. This Government
has reduced red tape, freeing
up businesses to grow and
provided better support for
injured workers to help them
safely return to work sooner.”
Mr Brookes said.

Mr Brookes explained while

the average reduction to pre-
miums is 1.5 per cent, under
the NSW Government’s chang-
es businesses can save even
more.

He said the following incen-
tives have been introduced to
encourage employers across
the State to keep their work-
places safe and to return their
injured employees to work:

» A 10 per cent Employer Safe-
ty Incentive (ESI) premium dis-
count will be offered at each
policy renewal for the small
employers in the scheme;

« A Return to Work Incentive
for employers who have an
injury within the workplace.
The employer can retain the
ESI discount provided injured
workers return to work within
13 weeks;

Morel -2-

- The discount for paying the
premium in full by the due date
has increased to five per cent,

giving more back to employ-
ers who renew their policy on
time;

- Additional reductions due to
changes to the definition of
‘small business’.

“The old WorkCover scheme
was unsustainable and if left
unchanged would have cost
employers more in premiums
and led to thousands of job
losses, clearly we could not
stand back and let this hap-
pen,” Mr Brookes said.
“Opposition  Leader John
Robertson and Labor have
committed to ripping up our
changes which would cancel
these premium reductions and
put more workers on the job-
less queue.”

“The new scheme will provide
long term financial stability for
businesses and their workers,
encourage job growth and re-
turning the Workers Compen-
sation Scheme to the black
— which is good news for all
NSW taxpayers.”

NSW Minister for Finances and
Services Greg Pearce accom-
panied Mr Brookes on a visit
with local small business own-
er Sophie Bouboulos of Elatte
Café at Padstow Heights.

“The changes to the Work-
cover system will definitely be
of benefit to small businesses
like mine and | am pleased to
see the Government has lis-
tened and made these signifi-
cant changes,” Ms Bouboulos
said.

Media: Jim Daniel 9772 2174

Julia Gillard breaks down in Parliament

THE PRIME Minister broke
down in Parliament when in-
troducing legislation to raise
the Medicare levy to help
fund the National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS).
Her tears came after a tor-
rid 24 hours in the spotlight
over a Budget which has
come under intense scrutiny.
The NDIS is one of the issues
dearest to the PM’s heart,
and she has staked much of
her reputation on it.

During her speech Ms Gillard
became emotional when dis-
cussing the positive impact it
would have on people’s lives.
Providing “security and dig-
nity” to the disabled was why
Australians were so over-
whelmingly supportive of the
scheme, she told the lower
house.

“Over the past six years, the
idea of a national disabil-
ity insurance scheme has

found a place in our nation’s
hearts,” she said.

“In March, we gave it a place
in our nation’s laws.

“Today we inscribe it in our
nation’s finances.”

The scheme will help 410,000
people with permanent dis-
ability and provide a safety
net for others who may one
day find themselves incapac-
itated, she said.

“The people who have gath-
ered here today from around
the country to witness this
debate know what this
means,” she said, fighting
back tears.

“There will be no more in-
principle, when circumstanc-
es permit.

“There will be launches, not
trials. Permanent care, not
temporary help.

“Disability Care starts in sev-
en weeks’ time and there will
be no turning back.”
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