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Volvo F16, -
hELT VR I T I S A Good Condition.-
Model F1689A 14 Speed .-
Item Condition Good Gearbox and engine Volvo-
Y 1988 ‘/ OL ‘/ O M&s body- bissaloy bin.-
efll’ Ready to be connected to trailer (available ring fitter).-
Price $45,000* Dvd ,Navigation and reverse -camera in great
i wure | 16, 485HP i
GCM 81000 gB L0
P tereo-
GVM 26500 * J mw Tarps great condition.-
Registration BK49UR ’ Very reliable truck...-
Category Trucks 0 4 3 1 7 1 8 3 87 i{ mo':;hs;ego' .
Sub-Category Tipper eady or work....
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- Wedding Cakes
- Chocolates
- lce Cream Cakes

- Cocktall
- Juice

Ph: 02 9681 1331

R Q) Y A l 320 Guildford Rd,

Gake & Cafe Guildford 2161

We cater for all your occasions
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LIVETV CHANNELS | TV SERIES | MOVIES | RADIO | VOD | PAY-PER-VIEW

CLARPB

4

GLARRS

R

NEW Free App
iPhone®, iPad® &
Android™

Online at

CLARPB.com
Starting at
$4.59/Month*

On your TV with mes=—
CLBOX

. )
Starting at

$1 6.67/Month*
i e U 2] iy je 40 g ek sl 250 (e ST aals
GLBOX jlga 3 b e 33l o ALy &

www.CLARPB.com i 5 V) o sall e al) il 8l (o s 5 e gana 20 Lke 4] ) AL
*Only with the purchase of 6 months subscription or more.
Aburn Canberra - Lyneham Parammata Sydney
Zam Zam Market............... (+61)431-207 576 Arabic IPTV......oovorrrrrrr (+61)410060100  Little Persia ... (+61) 29630-1648  AVA Satellite.........rvrrrre (+61) 401-491-546
Azl Geelong Perth Super Sahel..... .. (+61) 294-176-766
;‘;Ir:"i’r;ﬁrocery """"""""""" (+61)884-438-599 N Satellite. (+61)401729598  City Fresh Supermarket....... (+61) 892-275-659  Tach Solutions. .. (+61) 402-666-555
Perth Sartaj Gran Satellite... (+61) 423-631-129
Billy Bz SOIULION.crr (+61)410103848  Melbourne 5 ! ) BUNONO.. - (+61) 0433008974
Belmore Ishtar Persian Bazar............ (+61) 393-549-212 rospect Niavaran Market . (+61) 294771 772
ATV (+61)400466484  Austech Telecom........... (+61) 410-514-439 2‘;‘;‘;‘;’&"‘;’::&;;& """""" (+61) M8-606060 - feasting Australia Satellte ... (+61)298912551
Blacktown Bamyan Halal Butchers........ (+61) 397-932-636 Sid Satellite (+61) 415-406-500 Sahibi Supermarket.............. (+61)2-86777927
Dishnet Electrical .............. (+61) 439-445-733  Super Gulf..........comrnnn. (+61)398-502-992 stClair Thomastown
Brisbane Nas Data Communication....(+61) 387-949-876 - e :
Afshar Market ... (+61) 738-477-396 Unicom by Nabil Wissa.......... (+61) 421 892 041 Professional system & network (+61) 452-233002
Provided by: Powered by: A
Group of Customer Service: Join Our Team: Fax: +1 905.709.1910
= - el: +1 604.676.3812 ThF it
GOLD LInE WWW.GLGKHB.com 1.866.294.8512 apply@glarab.com email: info@glarab.com g
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av Phtl e CHARCOAL CHICKEN - LEBANESE CUISINE - PITZA - suassns
~7 < QOpen7DaysTilllate  Ph: 9708 2219 www.iibrils.com.au L

ChNnicKken mixea ridare P 7 GINICKEN RIDS WUiIPS/9UUCECS s M L SUIUGS/ RKICC
Whole iy . Quarter Chicken, Lamb, Kafta, Falafel, Hommous, 6 pieces Hommous EEEN EEEN EEE Tabbouli
Half : 5 4 il - )
Q(L]JGI"er e baba ghanouj, tabbouli, gariic, pickles & bread 10 pieces Baba Ghanouj [r—— Fattoush
b ‘ Taouk, Lamb, Kafta, Falafel, Hommous, baba ghanouj, | | A B
Half + Chips tabbouli, garlic, pickles & bread 20 pieces Garlic EE — — Greek

Quarter + Chips S 30 pieces Chilli I N Seafood
Eat In Inlcudes: pickles, gariic sauce & bread

I'!II"'I' =

Charcoal Chicken

40 pieces Chicken Pesto Pasta

Beef Burger Chlcken Burger Camel Burger Chicken Roll » 50 pieces Mixed Beans

_— I g z Rice/Mansaaf

Charcodl

e Iee

*9.90

* take-away only

(dadd sl q.‘u)

mu.\.l.!l uxgsul
R o - lgeladl e oldis

- b - JQ4T - gl

LR sl

R - Gogla - das

w bt ol - Ribs

GCAARUUAL GHRIGREN VUFEN 7 VAT HILL LAIE

LEBANESE CUIOINE CAIERING AVAILADBLE

BURGERY AVUNE DELIVERTY
*CONDITIONS APPLY

FN. 7700 2217

WWW. JIDIIs.Ccom.au
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T PIZZA HOUSE

"First In Australia"

P PP ) d:'ﬁ" 00333 :ﬂﬂ.’ﬁ

032 9ly pollan aluw st Lgazrlual
ol Yl dadodly aviod| deud B Laks 0

Pizza - Pasta -

iyl .. dlelas .. G
Al .. el
wilolgis e Mk wigugdd| kit 0

*

duaguniad | ol | S8gadl Gu¥l GyISL
101 Lygon StieetN@ailton:, VIC 3053

Ph 03 93478163 0pkax40379348 1112
totospizzahouse.com
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Electrical Contracting
@l A ey ks
il 9gSI | ol ol
Jaadl addd <y Ly aals
¥ leslgal e culausnd!

- % o0 ShalS Linyd @aad i3
aaiSaad! J3kidlg

P ddlas ..dlelall 3 Guua .. ARy denS
Jraad |

poudl (R dolw YE/YE Jaad

L)
ol
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TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686
MOB: 0417 949 650

it DLl 9)9 30ue 3130 udand | dusuge

CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
5 Registered Migration Agent
| MARN; 1174229
*y FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\ CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
y Email: delhalabil @gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O3 g Cfakeadiy daglaztlg 719 1 @l po dbatm) pgdd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838

*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@d il ok JhaiW

5yl 8yt Igliai| 3 pingl| SMalae aded o (B ESSI Lelo| e
0413805930 10 111 ks bt (i3 Fubgad

an
¥ T ¥y

BLUESTAR

logistics

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
2432- Stanley Drive Somerion, Vic 3062
Te:(03) 9308 0880- Fax {03) 9308 0506

BRISBANE: | ADELADE: |  PERTH:

A BeeseighRd | 6 GeomeSheet | 68 NcDowed Sireet
Acicia Fide, O 4105 |ueen Fieks, 5 5107 | Welshpeol Wa G106
Te:(OT) 3304 7400 | ek (OB B2 GHGB | Tel:(08) 451 4756
Fac (O7) T4 7500 | Fax (088350 0044 | (08) 3451 6784

Email; blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Weh Site; www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

'34_"533;1- P2

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for oy
change! IPS l.k"
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indriduals.
Every IPS Security employee contributes fo our -
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for i.uﬂ'
excellence.
IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a varniety of
positions all over the Melbowne Metropolitan area. To be
suitabde fo join our team you must:

# Hodd a first Aid certificate

B ldatal e

# Hold a current Victorian Security Licence l:F ﬁ,bb
= Have dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty )

= Speak fluent English Jhij Hh#
= Have excellent presentation prer, (| hjﬁ]
= Be reliable .
We have the following security positions availabée; th. hwl
Crowd Control .
(Events) dudlie
= RSA cerificate
* Available 7 daysinights
static postions kK
We hawve full tiné,?aﬁ ﬁl;:nli:naﬁual positions e B = e
Pmi;u;ﬂppl:ltsréednqtapﬂy - Adgige ﬂ{’
“ﬂtnliaﬂL[E“mr“ H.II'I'E;E.?:.IPT%:E‘I—'IUE ) d‘“‘" '? h.‘
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627 Wil b Guuag

| Email: employment@ipssecurity com.au [
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almaza Beer

/ 0“;'\07—*—\ |

Make it a lebanese summer

Classica PL
12 Lincoln Street

East Brunswick VIC 3057
Tel: 03 9383 5222

Telopia Liquor Store
55 Adderton Road
Telopia NSW 2117
Tel: 02 9871 4295

Dopde @ SS0%eY

il i Jhad
gt S
0405272581

Okid Lor 3o 4213l 1 | gl
Aol Gilagll Hldll Cigua
izall e O ypuls

3\&3 m it

s Gkl 1l dudlad

s 9
) S s drbal
quxcﬂl,oﬂco«ng‘ﬂ

dele CMas - 3e Sl - ilales - zl9) - dgla>
lilid| Az g daldg
@\(»o\ Qs Q4\ Q3 Yixx& Q3 Q;K’w POV
Ph:03 9354 46863
Mob: 0418175417 or 04258622 244

75 Harding St, Coburg Victoria

Gliead b ol andd
ol (g
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g Y481

Lﬁ &)l lantly agall
Byt dar gl A

“®eo

Shat ¥ ol o (Plaia 7 o 0 Lt el
254 Sydney Rd, COBURG VIC

Tel: 059364 6103
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Under the Patronage of
The Lebanese Ambassador to
Australia,
Dr Jean Daniel
and in the presence of
The Consul General of Lebanon
in New South Wales,
Mr George Bitar Ghanem
The Tannourine Charity
Association and Harb
Association
cordially invite you to
A Ceremony in Honour of the
late poet Mr Edward Harb
Monday 1 April 2013 at 6.30pm
Mary MacKillop Hall, St
Charbel’s College
142 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl
(The event duration is 90
minutes)
This is
invitation
Please RSVP to Dr Jean
Tarabay on 0457 666 777

the

a public and free
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2013 Mateship Trek launched at Australian War Memorial

Jason, Dr Brendan Nelson (Director of the Australian War Memorial),
Scott Morrison MP and trekkers.

Labor Member for Blaxland
Jason Clare and Liberal
Member for Cook Scott
Morrison launched on
tuesday the 2013 Mateship
Trek - Wau to Salamaua at
the Australian War Memo-
rial in Canberra.

The Mateship Trek is a
bi-partisan initiative es-
tablished in 2009 to bring
together young Austra-
lians from different back-
grounds to learn about
each other, their potential
and Australian military his-
tory through participating
in the Treks.

The Treks are conducted
every 2 years and are
about:

- raising money for char-
ity;

- raising awareness of our
military history;

- building friendships be-
tween young people of dif-
ferent backgrounds; and

» building leadership skills.
The first Trek in 2009 was
along the Kokoda Track,
and in 2011 the group re-
traced the path of the World
War Il prisoners of war in
Borneo along the Sanda-
kan Death March. In April
2013, Mateship returns to
Papua New Guinea to walk
the Black Cat Track from
Wau to Salamaua, com-
memorating the 10th Anni-
versary of the World War Il
campaigns in this area.
The Trek will conclude
with a Dawn Service at the
Commonwealth War Cem-
etery in Lae, where 3,000
Australians who paid the
ultimate price during these
campaigns, have been laid
to rest. Almost 100 were
killed in action on or around
the Black Cat Track.

In late January 1943, Aus-

tralian forces successfully
defended the Wau airstrip
against the Japanese. On
Anzac Day the order was
given to surge toward
Salamaua across what be-
came known as the bloody
ranges of northern New
Guinea. Salamaua was
subsequently taken by the
Allies on 11 September
1943.

The Wau to Salamaua cam-
paign was critical to the
Australia led New Guinea
advance to take back posi-
tions still held by the Japa-
nese, following the battles
of Kokoda and the beach
heads of Buna, Gona and
Sanananda in 1942. Our
success at Salamaua
played a key role in taking
Lae, which occurred just
seven days later.

“The story of Kokoda is
well known. Unfortunate-
ly, the heroic efforts of
the Australian soldiers on
the Black Cat Track a few
months later have been
largely forgotten. We need
to fix this,” Mr Clare said.
“That’s what this Trek
is about. Walking in the
footsteps of Australian
Soldiers, honouring them,
learning their stories and
making a commitment to
live a life worthy of the sac-
rifices they made for us,”
Mr Clare said.

Mr Morrison highlighted
the importance of the
Mateship Trek in remem-
bering the sacrifices of our
troops, both past and pres-
ent.

“The Mateship Treks en-
able us to pay tribute to our
diggers by ensuring their
sacrifices are not forgotten
and, more importantly, that
their memories are carried

on by a new generation
who have had the privilege
to walk in their footsteps,”
Mr Morrison said.

This year the Mateship Trek
has partnered with Soldier
On an Australian charity
that supports wounded sol-
diers and their families. The
group will be raising funds
for Soldier On and will also
fundraise for aid projects in
the villages along the track,
where our troops were sup-
ported seventy years ago.
The Trekkers for the 2013
Mateship Trek are:

Team Blaxland

» Steven Tu, 24, from Bank-
stown

- Amna Karra-Hassan, 24,
from Granville

. Lael Kassem,
Guildford

e Mustafa Agha,
Merrylands

« Jarrod O’Brien, 20, from
Picton

. Jake Saloway,
Blacktown
Team Cook

« Shae O’Dowd,
Gymea

« Timothy Boland, 21, from
Yowie Bay

« Emma Cullen, 23, from
Cronulla

« Mitchell Palmer, 21, from
Caringbah

- Aiden Mitchell, 23, from
Brisbane

. Sandra Gayed, 21, from
Kogarah

This year, the Mateship
Trek is made possible by
the generous support of
Trek Partners - Channel 9
& Bankstown Sports Club;
and Trek Supporters -
Pickles Auctions; Interlink
Roads, Bankstown RSL,
Linfox, Qantas and Kath-
mandu.

Several other organisa-
tions such as Thales,
Northrup Grumman, GAS
Australia and many indi-
viduals have also made
contributions and donated
via the Soldier On | Mate-
ship Trek Team fundraising
page: http:/ipersonalchal-
lenge.gofundraise.com.aul
pagelMateship2013

The Governor of New
South Wales, Her Excellen-
cy Professor Marie Bashir
AC, is patron of the Mate-
ship Trek.
www.soldieron.org

21, from

22, from

11, from

18, from

GLENNBROOKESMPSUPPORTSMUCH
NEEDED SKILLED WORKING VISAS
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Member for East Hills and
Chair of the Lebanese
and Vietnamese Ministe-
rial Consultative Commit-
tee Glenn Brookes today
confirmed the NSW Gov-
ernment’s support for the
skilled migration program
that helps address spe-
cific skill shortages in the
State.

Last week Premier Barry
O’Farrell spoke out af-
ter Prime Minister Julia
Gillard’s Federal Labor
Government launched an
attack on the 4571 skilled
migration visa program.
The A57 visa is the most
common way for employ-
ers to temporarily sponsor
skilled overseas workers
to work in Australia. Visa
holders may be employed
for a period of between
three months and four
years.

“As the Member for East
Hills I am blessed to have
in my community people
in all walks of life from
Vietnamese, Lebanese and
many other backgrounds”
Glenn said.

“We don’t want to see a
situation where people
who can make significant
social, cultural and eco-
nomic contributions to
NSW are shut out due to
Federal Labor’s desperate
re-election efforts.”

Mr. Brookes said, despite
record nurses and doctors
being trained, the NSW
Health system still relied
heavily on 2,800 Jawful
457 visas holders.

“More than 1,000 are doc-
tors and 1,600 are nurs-
es,” he said.

“This means more doctors

Happy 104

and nurses in Bankstown
Hospital that serve the lo-
cal community.

“Julia Gillard and Federal
Labor’s attack on 451 vi-
sas would put a wrecking
ball through our public
hospitals.

“If you take those highly
skilled migrants out of
our health system it would
quite simply collapse.

“It’'s extraordinary that
Julia Gillard and Federal
Labor would seek to at-
tack hardworking legal mi-
grants while failing to stop
illegal migrations.

“I call on Daryl Melham
and Jason Claire to clarify
where they stand on this
issue and to back legal
and skilled migration.
“This is a nation built on
immigration and the NSW
Liberals & Nationals Gov-
ernment will always stand
up for hard working mi-
grants that are commit-
ted to Australia,” Glenn
Brookes said.

On the other hand Last
week Mr Glenn Brookes
MP, Member for East Hills
had the honour and privi-
lege of meeting not one
but two Centenarians.

Mr Reginald Bannister of
Beechwood Aged Care
facility was the first Cen-
tenarian of the day at 100
years old.

“Mr Bannister is a prime
example of how our much
loved elderly citizens can
thrive in an Aged Care
Facility when staying at
home is no longer an op-
tion for whatever reason it
may be,” said Mr Brookes.
“You can see the great
work and effort that Nurs-

OO
0% %0

990999

ing home staff put in not
only to make every day
enjoyable but to help in re-
habilitation when required.
The job they do can be
a hard one but is one
that must be most com-
mended, caring for our
loved ones when we may
be unable to” Mr Brookes
added.

Mr Brookes then met the
lovely Mrs Eileen Mavis
Fraser who just turned 101
years old. Mrs Fraser lives
with her son and daughter
in law at Condell Park and
is much loved by those in
the local community.

“It was great to hear Mrs
Fraser talk of times gone
by and to see the respect
our younger generation
have for seniors especially
with seniors week coming
up” Mr Brookes said.
“Whilst with Mrs Fraser |
was happy to see two lo-
cal school girls stop to
wave and say hello and
am told this happens on
a daily basis with some
even stopping to pick
her a flower or two!” Mr
Brookes continued.

Last year there were six
Centenarians in the East
Hills district which shows
the great care our Seniors
are receiving.

“It was such a pleasure
meeting both Mr Bannis-
ter and Mrs Fraser. The
knowledge and memories
they have of the local area
are a precious gift to their
family and friends and |
wish them the happiest of
Birthdays.”

MEDIA - JIM DANIEL;
0408 461 952
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Labor’'s media bills withdrawn

from parliament

THE federal govern-
ment will withdraw the
remaining four media
reform bills from parlia-
ment, reports say.

We will have more on
this development when
details come to hand.
Earlier, Communica-
tions Minister Stephen
Conroy said he was
standing firm on La-
bor’'s timeframe on
its media bills despite
independent MP Rob
Oakeshott calling for an
extra five weeks to con-
sider the reforms.
Senator Conroy said he
was still in discussions
with key crossbenchers
over the remaining four
bills which are to be put
to parliament on thurs-
day.

“If we don’t get the sup-
port we will move on,”
Senator Conroy said.
“Either you support di-
versity of the media or
you don’t.”

Mr Oakeshott, the inde-
pendent MP for Lyne,
put out a statement on
thursday morning ask-
ing for an extra five
weeks to consider the
bills and the amend-
ments put forward by
other crossbench MPs.
The Senate has already
passed the first two
bills - the Broadcasting

Legislation Amendment
(Convergence Review
and Other Measures)
Bill 2013 and the Tele-
vision Licence Fees
Amendment Bill 2013 -
with both backed by the
government and oppo-
sition.

These set Australian
contents quotas on
commercial TV, limit the
number of commercial
networks to three and
allow a 50 per cent re-
duction in licence fees.
But Opposition front-
bencher  Christopher
Pyne said the coalition
regarded the outcome
of the media reforms as
a vote of confidence in
the prime minister.

“If the government los-
es that vote, we expect
them to call an elec-
tion,” he told reporters.
Labor backbencher Rob
Mitchell denied it would
be embarrassing for the
government if the bills
did not pass, saying
in a hung parliament it
had managed to clear
more than 400 pieces
of legislation.

“There’s bound to be
one in a hung parlia-
ment that's probably
not going to get there.
That’s just life; you
just move onto the next
one,” he said.

Wollongong helicopter
crash kills four

Four people have been
killed in a helicopter
crash at Bulli Tops in

Wollongong’s north-
ern suburbs.
Police, paramedics

and firefighters are
heading to Panorama
House where the he-
licopter crashed just
after midday onthurs-
day.

A NSW Ambulance
spokesman said there

were “multiple” fatali-
ties.

Panorama House is a
function centre set on
a cliff overlooking the
lllawarra, and is popu-
lar among wedding
patrties.

The chopper that
crashed is believed to
have been carrying a
wedding party. One of
those killed is believed
to be a child

NSW preschool fees set to become

cheaper
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PRESCHOOL fees are
about to become more
affordable for parents in
NSW, who will pocket sav-
ings of about $400 a year
in city suburbs and almost
$1000 in more remote ar-
eas.

The $20 million fee sub-
sidy for NSW preschools
is part of a revamp of the
early childhood educa-
tion sector, announced by
Education minister Adrian
Piccoli on Thursday.

He said families across
NSW would see fee reduc-
tions of up to 26 per cent,
with parents in regional
NSW benefiting from sav-
ings of up to 52 per cent.
This means a family with
a four-year-old at a pre-
school in Randwick three
days a week will save
about $450 while at Wol-
longong the saving would
be $900.

The savings climb to $930
in Wagga Wagga and $950
in Hammonadville.

“About 42 services in
NSW ... will essentially go
to zero dollars,” Mr Piccoli
told reporters on Thurs-
day.

“These fee reductions will
give children of families
from low socio-economic
circumstances greater ac-
cess to preschool educa-
tion, something many of
them are missing out on
now.”

The fee reductions will be
delivered through a fund-
ing boost to services, and
Mr Piccoli said it must
be passed on to families

with enrolled children who
will be four or five-years-
old on or before July 31
2013.

The investment is one of
the 30 recommendation
made to the government in
the Brennan report, which
targets regional and dis-
advantaged areas in a bid
to lift the attendance rate
of children.

About one in seven chil-
dren do not attend pre-
school mainly because of
the cost, according to the
report

Professor Deborah Bren-
nan, from the UNSW social
policy research centre,
said she was confident the
government could achieve
the ambitious goal of a
100 per cent attendance
rate for four-and five-year-
olds across NSW.
“The measures
make a substantial differ-
ence to the opportunities
for particularly the most
disadvantaged children in
NSW,” she said.

The fee reduction will kick
in at the start of the next
term and will run until the
end of the year.

More money is expected
from the commonwealth
in June, with the state
government hoping to use
the funds to extend the
program for another few
years, Mr Piccoli said.

On top of the $20 million
fee subsidy, $5 million will
also be spent to improve
and expand facilities at
preschools  throughout
NSW.

will

John Laws asks victim on-air wheth-
er sexual assault was her own fault

Radio king John Laws pictured in the library of his Woolloo-
mooloo home | Pic: Sam Ruttyn

JOHN Laws’ judgment
as a veteran broadcaster
was called into question
this week when he asked
a female caller claiming a
history of sexual abuse if
her molestation at age six
had been her “fault’.

In an exchange that had
echoes of Kyle Sandi-
lands> infamous 2009 lie
detector gaffe in which
he asked a 14-year-old
rape victim if the assault
was her only sexual “ex-
perience” - 11-year-old
Laws, morning host on
the Super Radio Network
(formerly 2SM), asked a
series of alarming ques-
tions to an anonymous
woman who phoned his
radio program to discuss,
through tears, how she
might go about keeping
the dream alive - the mot-
to of Laws’ program.
After detailing a history
of abuse at the hands of
five male family members
- her father, brothers and
uncles - Laws asked how
old the woman had been
when the abuse began.
She said it began at age
six and continued until
she was 16.

“My God they were hav-
ing a good time with you,”
said the broadcasting leg-
end, missing the sensitiv-
ity of the subject matter.
“Was it in any way your
fault? ” he then asked.
“No, 1 don’t think so,” the
woman, a nurse, said.
“You weren’t provoca-
tive? ” Laws pressed.

‘I was a little girl. | don’t
think so John. No, | was
just a little girl.”

After nine years of abuse
the woman finally found
the courage to consult a
social worker at age 15 -
the year before her father
kicked her out of home.
As she broke down on air,
Laws asked: “Are you un-
attractive?”

‘I don’t think so. I think
Bm all right,” she said.
“You sound all right,”
Laws encouraged.
Yesterday afternoon Laws
said he did not regret his
line of questioning and
pointed out the woman
called back to say, on air,
she hadn>t minded his
questioning.

Pressed on whether he
might be too old for radio,
Laws bristled: “Bullshit!”




Page 38

Saturday 23 March 2013

the middle east

N

Yoy 13T ¥y Gt

YA dniua

News

Crean in confidential talks
with Gillard and Rudd

1

THE Prime Minister has
been given a stern warn-
ing to lift her game by
senior Labor statesman
Simon Crean during a
confidential conversation
in her office.

Crean held the separate
private talks with Julia
Gillard and Kevin Rudd
as the leadership stale-
mate continues to drag
on the Government’s per-
formance.

He has bluntly said the
Government and the
Prime Minister should
make fundamental chang-
es and end what he called
division and appeals to
class warfare.

Mr Crean, a former Oppo-
sition Leader, is emerging
as a strong voice for sta-
bility and earlier this week
was being considered as
a third candidate to break
the leadership impasse.
He said On thursday he
supported Ms Gillard and
would not tilt for the lead-
ership: “I think because |
haven’t got the numbers
and I’'m honest enough to
admit that”.

Mr Rudd spoke to Mr
Crean in his office on
Tuesday night,.

On Wednesday afternoon
Prime Minister Gillard in-
vited her Regional Devel-
opment Minister to her
office for discussions on
a number of issues which
sources said was at times
an intense exchange.

Mr Crean did not deliver
the much mooted “tap on
the shoulder” to the Prime
Minister and on thursday
made clear he did not

believe there would be a
challenge.

“If Kevin Rudd had the
numbers they would have
challenged,” Mr Crean
told reporters.

However, he did make
clear today his own frus-
trations that disunity is
killing us”, and over more
fundamental issues of
government performance.
“Our problem is not just
about changing leaders
or sticking with a leader.
Our problem is in my view
more fundamental,” Mr
Crean told reporters.

“It’s getting back to what
the Labor Party not just
stands for but how it ad-
vances the interests of
this nation.”

He called for an end to the
leadership stalemate and
for internal gossipers to
“pull back” because the
instability was affecting
the Government policy
delivery.

Mr Crean told reporters: “I
didn’t come into politics
to play politics. | came in
to make (policy) changes,
to actually make a differ-
ence.”

He said Labor was most
effective when it sought
inclusion and consensus,
“not when it’s gone after
class warfare”.

“That’s the Labor Party |
want us to return to and
that’s the Labor Party that
| want everyone to cohese
behind,” he said.

“They can do it under
whatever leader is pre-
pared to stand up and say
that, and | believe that she
can, that she must.”

Holes appear in Tony Abbott's account of ‘wall-

punching’

ture: Gary Ramage

XN
Barbara Ramjan claims Tony Abbott punched a wall next to her at
university in 19717.

IT’S the wall-punching ep-
isode Tony Abbott insists
“never happened” but
now another mystery wit-
ness has emerged claim-
ing the Liberal leader did
try and intimidate univer-
sity rival Barbara Ramjan.
The saga of whether
Mr Abbott punched the
wall on either side of Ms
Ramjan’s head prompted
a strong denial from Mr
Abbott when they first
emerged.

But the allegations are
backed up today in jour-
nalist David Marr’'s new
extended book version
of his Quarterly Essay:
Political Animal by a mys-
tery man claiming to be a
witness.

“Suddenly a flying squad
of yahoos led by Abbott
came down the stairs. Ab-
bott is unmistakable,” the
man said.

“Everybody knew Tony
Abbott. He was all over
campus all the time. He
walked past me quickly
but his gang screamed
‘commie’ and ‘poofter’
and the guy behind him
grabbed me by the shoul-
ders and threw me against
the wall. | was furious. |
picked myself up and im-

incident

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott in the House of Representatives. Pic-

mediately followed these
thugs down the corridor.
“I saw Abbott raise his
elbow above his head
and his fist was clenched
and then he drove his
fist down. I did not see a
punch land. As | pushed
along the corridor, | saw
Barbara being helped up
very ashen-faced.”

The biomedical profes-
sor, who asked not to be
named, now insists he
saw it happen July 28,
19717, only two days af-
ter the birth of the child
Mr Abbott thought was
his son conceived with
a university girlfriend.
Years later the child was
revealed to be the son of
another man.

Ms Ramjan is suing Na-
tionwide News, the pub-
lisher of The Australian
newspaper over claims
Liberal Party powerbro-
ker Michael Kroger made
in an article that the Su-
preme Court has been
told conveyed imputa-
tions that she was a se-
rial manufacturer of false
complaints against her
political opponents and
that she had fabricated an
allegation that Tony Ab-
bott had physically intimi-

Tony Abbott with his parents at his graduation from Sydney University.
Picture courtesy Tony Abbott

dated her in 1971.

Ms Ramjan’s then cam-
paign manager David
Patch, now a Sydney
Barrister who also says:
“She told me that Abbott
had come up to her, put
his face in her face, and
punched the wall on ei-
ther side of her head.”
The new edition also
quotes Mr Abbott’s letters
to BA Santamaria in 1981
discussing joining the

Liberal Party complaining
that: “To join either exist-
ing party involves holding
ones nose.

“The Liberal Party was di-
vided between surviving
trendies and the more or
less simple-minded advo-
cates of the free market,”
Mr Abbott writes.

He was ultimately encour-
aged to join the Liberals,
rather than the Labor Par-
ty, by BA Santamaria.

NDIS bill passes parliament

¥

- 1)

Legislation setting up the National Disability Insurance
Scheme has cleared parliament.

LEGISLATION setting up
the National Disability
Insurance Scheme has
cleared its final parlia-
mentary hurdle.

The House of Representa-
tives on Thursday accept-
ed amendments the Sen-
ate made on Wednesday.

Coalition MPs warmly
praised the government
and Community Services
Minister Jenny Macklin,
who described the bill as
the most significant social
reform since the introduc-
tion of Medicare.

Her opposition counter-
part Kevin Andrews said
the scheme was some-
thing a humane country,
such as Australia, should
put in place.

“Can | say something that
is rarely heard from this
side of the despatch box -
I congratulate the govern-
ment for having brought
this forward,” he said.
Nationals MP  Darren
Chester paid tribute to Ms
Macklin.

“I congratulate the min-
ister on behalf of The Na-
tionals,” he said.

Mr Chester also noted the
work of Ms Macklin’s cab-
inet colleague Bill Short-
en, who he described as
an “outstanding advo-
cate” for people with dis-
abilities.

The National Disability In-
surance Scheme Bill 2012
now awaits royal assent
before becoming law.
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