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CIICKen . mixea ridie 2 CIHNCKEN RIDS WiIPS/IUULCCY s M L JUIUUS/ RICC s M L
Whole < "% Quarter Chicken, Lamb, Kafta, Falafel, Hommous, 0L 6 pieces Hommous NN EEEN BEEE Tabbouli .
i 3 [ B Rl Sl sl SO i & s 10 pieces Baba Ghanouj EEN mEm o Faffoush _— -

) | Rl RS s SR e 20 pieces Garlic EEEN EEEN BN Greek _— -
Half + Chips tabbouli, garlic, pickles & bread

Quarter + Chips _— 30 pieces Chill EEEN EEEN EEE  Scafood - -
Eat In Inlcudes: pickles, gariic sauce & bread 'In.us'cla G VWWIUPO  socds EEEEE Oips/Pickes I Goric 40 pieces Chicken Pesto Pasta  EEES NN BN

Beef Burger Chicken Burger Camel Burger  Chicken Roll “‘ r‘ 50 pieces ,: e Mixed Beans I
— — > Rice/Mansaaf -

I"!J "I' =

Charcoal Chicken
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*9.90
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Currencies Level +/- %

AUDUSD 1.0355 0 0.00%
AUDEUR 0.7751 0.0053 0.69%
AUDGBP 0.6683 0.0021 0.32%
AUDJPY 96.12 -0.64 -0.66%
AUDNZD 1.2203 -0.0043 -0.35%
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LsDIPY 92 85 -0 59 -0 3%
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THESNOWBALL EFFECT

COUNCIL ASSISTING in family time and they've
GEOFFREY WATSON: been guests.

WATSON: Give vz a

reason why? %ﬂlgkﬂm
OBEID: | don't know. |don't  Is that a way in which, is
have one, it's been done for ~ that a way in which you
others, not just Macdonald, ~ create abligations an the
many others have used that  part of other people?

OBEID; No, Mr Commissioner.

IPP: Well, why do you do
it for so many people?

OBEID ; Because we're
generous peaple and we like
tn share our generosity with
our friends.

IPP: [t is purely out of the
spirit of penerosity?

John Fobertson

OBEID; Yes, a
hundred per cent,

WATSON: Tell me some
of the people that you've
picked up bills for.

Are they pernaps Ministers
who could make decisions
favourable in the

Obeid family?
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The Federatlon of Assocmtlon NQ

of Becharre Region

PO Box 317 Wentworthville NSW 2145
ABN 98 470 130 696

“And there are those who have little and give it all.
These are the believers in life and the bounty of life, and their coffer is never empty.
There are those who give with joy, and that joy is their reward.”
Gibran Khalil Gibran ;
The Federation of Association of Becharre Region
Under the patronage of Mr Sami Dahdah,
President of the Lebanese Red Cross

Cordially invite

to attend

THE LEBANESE RED CROSS FUNDRAISER

Date: Friday 1% March 2013
Location: The Bellevue-Ballroom 2-10 Restwell St, Bankstown
Time: : 8.00pm for 8.30pm start
Dress Code:  Formal Entry: $75.00

All Donations are Tax deductable
Raffle: 1% prize — One Return Economy Class Air Ticket
to any capitol city in Europe or the Middle East
More prizes to be announced
To RSVP please contact either

George Hanna Gibran Romanos Taouk

Mob No: 0416 187 777
Email: montano.pd@hotmail.com

Mob No: 0411 121 217
Email: georgeh@bnglobal.com.au

Elie Kaltoum
Mob No: 0413 764 648
Email; info@townandcountryrealestate.com.au
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TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686

MOB: 0417 949 650
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CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
9 Registered Migration Agent
| MARN; 1174229
g == FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\ CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
y Email: delhalabil @gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

GRadlg Cialeadly dugladullg 7 191 murl o vaims podd

*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@d il ok JhaiW
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BLUESTAR

logistics
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Bt iy i
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HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tet: (03] 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506
SYDNEY: BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE | PERTH:
101 Beealelgh Rl | GGeonseSheet | 68 McDoved Strst
Aeaca i, O 4108 |Gren el A 5107 Webbguol Wa 6106
ok {02) 6787 %500 Tel: (07) 3344 7400 H(IIB}EHGB Tek: ) 451 4766
ey | PEOIMTN | Foc(OB 89044 | Fac 0651 67

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

«* addg dilea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for

change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.,

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indhiduals.

Every IPS Security employes confributes fo our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for i.l?.’#"
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a varniety of sl lmgoul %e
positions all over the Melbowmne Metropolitan area. Tobe & &
suitabde fo join our team you must: -
s  Hold a first Aid certificate e d m.."'"d
o (Sl >
Jhais Slods
Ak ¥ | Ay |
_jllmi.: dualnt|
bl

# Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
# Hawe dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
= Speak fluent English

# Hawe excellent presentation

= Be reliable

We hawve the following secunty positions available;
Crowd Control

(Events)

:
:
7

ddkk

We have full time, part time and casual positions
awailable.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Mo recruitment companies
Victoria Licence NMumber: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627
Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com.au
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News

Community Relations Commis-

sion of NSW

Inquiry into the Exploitation
of Women through Traffick-
ing Public Consultations

People with experienc-
es or knowledge of the
exploitation of women
through trafficking
have been encouraged
to attend public con-
sultations to be held
shortly in Sydney.

The Community Rela-
tions Commission of
NSW is holding two
public consultations
with ethnic commu-
nity leaders as part
of the Inquiry into the
Exploitation of Women
through Trafficking.
Calling for people
to come forward to-
day with informa-
tion, the Chair of the
Commission, Stepan
Kerkyasharian who is
leading the commit-
tee of inquiry said:
“This Inquiry aims to
investigate issues sur-
rounding the traffick-
ing and exploitation of
people in New South
Wales. Through it, the
Commission wants to
identify practical mea-
sures to address the
trafficking of people in
our state.

“We have previously
received public sub-
missions and we are
now seeking to hear
from ethnic commu-
nity leaders and rep-
resentatives about
their experiences and
knowledge of exploi-
tation and human traf-
ficking.

“People should not
feel shy, fearful or in-
timidated by this pro-
cess. If you have infor-
mation that can help
stamp out these evil
practices we want to
hear you. You safety
will not be compro-
mised”, he said.

There will be two pub-

lic consultations:

- Monday 25 February
2013, at the Fairfield
RSL, Level 1, 14 An-
zac Avenue, Fairfield
NSW 2165, and

- Tuesday 26 February
2013, at the Hills Hol-
royd Parramatta Mi-
grant Resource Cen-
tre, Conference Room,
Level 4, No.1, Horwood
Place, Parramatta.

The Inquiry is steered
by an independent
Committee comprised
of Assistant Profes-
sor Jennifer Burn from
the University of Syd-
ney, Dr Sverre Molland
from the Australian
National  University,
and Commissioner Dr
Eman Sharobeem and
Mr Kerkyasharian.

It is being conducted
under the authority
contained within sec-
tions 13(1)(c) and 15
of the Community Re-
lations  Commission
and Principles of Multi-
culturalism Act 2000.
The full terms of refer-
ence for the Inquiry,
and further informa-
tion is available by
visiting the Communi-
ty Relations Commit-
tee website at www.
crc.nsw.gov.au or by
contacting the Com-
mittee Secretariat on
telephone (02) 8255
67178, or email traffick-
ing@cre.nsw.gov.au.

Media information:
Warren Duncan (02)
82556711 (office)
0411 117846 (mobile)
Email:warren.dun-
can@crc.nsw.gov.au

For comment: Stepan
Kerkyasharian (02)
82556789 (Office)
04044884 T74(Mobile)

Ides of March: PM, Rudd set for battle

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott surprises Kevin Rudd as he says hello at Michelle Grattan’s farewell drinks

Parliament House in Canberra. Picture: Gary Ramage Source: News Limited

The prime minister Julia Gillard

A FINAL showdown be-
tween Julia Gillard and
Kevin Rudd could come
within weeks, as tensions
in the Labor caucus rose
on wednesday over the
leaking of a letter critical
of the former PM.
Supporters of Mr Rudd
accused on wednesday
the Gillard supporters of
circulating a damaging
letter from a member of
the public to the media
and among the caucus.
Claiming it was in retali-
ation for Mr Rudd’s pub-
lic attacks over the failed
mining tax, several Rudd
backers claimed there
was now a push within
his ranks to “finish the
thing before the end of
March”.

After today, Parliament is
not due to return for a full
sitting until March 12.

Mr Rudd has been private-
ly counselled by some of
his key backers to pull
back from his public cam-
paign for fear it could
spark another showdown
before they are ready.
And a source close to the
PM said Ms Gillard would
not rise to the bait and
had no intention of goad-
ing the former PM while
she still had the numbers
behind her.

But many in Parliament
believe another challenge
to Ms Gillard’s leadership
is being hatched.

MPs have been seen
openly coming and going
from Mr Rudd’s office this
week.

One Rudd supporter on
wednesday admitted that
the issue was coming
to a head but wanted to
give the appearance that

“nothing was going on”.
“There is nothing happen-
ing, no counting, nothing
going on,” they said.

“It may be true that no one
has switched allegiance
this week.

“But it would be fair to say
though that a lot of MPs
are becoming increas-
ingly despondent about
their prospects after the
disasters of the past few
weeks.”

Another MP, who sup-
ports Mr Rudd, said: “Ev-
ery day is a blow, every
day there is something
that dents the confidence
of members in the lead-
ership..caucus members
are becoming increas-
ingly aware of the budget
problems we have got in
an election year.”

An MP who backed Mr
Rudd in the leadership

ballot last year said cau-
cus members were “shak-
ing their heads” over the
$126 million return on the
mining tax and reports on
wednesday that a $4 Dbil-
lion hole could be left in
the Budget when the car-
bon tax moves to an ETS
if the price plunges, as
predicted.

Labor frontbencher Craig
Emerson today said he
hadn’t seen the email and
knew nothing about it.
But Labor MP Amanda
Rishworth denied the
email was an embarrass-
ment for the government.
“I read 200 emails yester-
day, (on wednesday) and
it could well have been
one of them,” she told re-
porters today.

“I don’t know if that’s a
problem for the govern-
ment or a problem for
you.”

Nationals MP  Darren
Chester said the Prime
Minister couldn’t do her
job properly because
she was being constantly
“tortured” by Mr Rudd.
“Kevin Rudd must be the
greatest source of exas-
peration for Labor MPs
they’ve ever experienced
in their lifetime,” he said.
“He’s like a cat that’s
caught a mouse but won'’t
quite kill it off.”

Chief Government Whip
Joel Fitzgibbon, a key
supporter of Mr Rudd,
said caucus had only re-
cently been cautioned by
Ms Gillard about leaking
to the media.

“Journos are going to
be pretty busy if MPs are
now going to adopt the
practice of passing them
on to the media,” he told
the ABC.

“The caucus has recently
been counselled about
this type of behaviour and
I'm disappointed by it,” he
said, referring to Ms Gil-
lard’s recent comments
at a caucus meeting.

Mr Rudd would not com-
ment.
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Govt moves to shut
liability loophole

THE federal government
is moving to close a loop-
hole that exposes politi-
cians to costly lawsuits.
Special Minister of State
Gary Gray says MPs on
all sides of federal politics
will be indemnified for
public and management
liability and workers’ com-
pensation.

Mr Gray said the change,
which does not require
legislation, follows on
from a recommendation in
the 2010 Belcher Report -
the first comprehensive
review of MP entitlements
in more than 35 years.

“In an increasingly liti-
gious society .. politi-
cally motivated litigation
has the potential to affect
the work of MPs and the
parliament,” he said in a
statement.

“The threat of litigation it-
self may affect behaviour
in the parliament.

“We need to guard against

this.”

This would be done by
purchasing management
liability insurance, similar
to that available to com-
pany directors.

The government has al-
ready implemented a
number of Belcher recom-
mendations like cutting
expensive travel entitle-
ments such as Life Gold
Passes, overseas study
travel and post-service
travel.

The review had noted
MPs weren’t covered by
public liability insurance
for activities outside their
electorate offices or par-
liament, leaving them ex-
posed to potential civil
claims.

Mr Gray said the new legal
cover would apply from
July 1.

But it won’t cover wil-
ful, reckless, dishonest,
fraudulent or malicious
acts.

NSW drug courts lead
the world: judge

NSW drug courts are lead-
ing the way for the rest of
the world, a senior judge
says.

Head of the Drug Court,
Judge Roger Dive, said
the launch of Sydney’s
second drug court - the
third in the state - was
being closely watched by
lawmakers in other juris-
dictions.

“The drug court is envied
around the world for its
innovative legislation, its
flexible jurisdiction, its
real objectives and its
proven successes,” he
said on Thursday.

Judge Dive said the Mal-
dives had enacted similar
legislation and adopted
NSW’s drug court model.

The launch of Sydney’s
third drug court, at the

Downing Centre, also
marked a  significant
change in government

policy, he said.
“The cycle of drugs and

crime is miserable, but
with the support of the
program and case man-
agers, people who come
here can be somewhat re-
stored,” he said.

Since the first drug court
opened in Parramatta in
1999, thousands of drug-
dependent offenders have
been diverted into treat-
ment.

Buoyed by its success, a
second court was estab-
lished in Toronto in the
NSW Hunter area in 2010.
NSW  Attorney-General
Greg Smith said the pro-
gram helped reduce re-
cidivism through rehabili-
tation.

“In the past, we might have
given up on these people,
put them in the ‘too hard’
basket,” he said.

Mr Smith said government
policy had changed to re-
flect a better understand-
ing of the link between
drugs and crime.

Mines release water into major

Qld river

WATER released from
central Queensland mines
into a major river has been
monitored, and nothing of
concern has been found,

the state government
says.

Deputy  Premier  Jeff
Seeney last year an-

nounced the pilot release
of legacy mine water from
BHP-Mitsubishi Alliance
mines would take place
during the wet season.

He has told parliament
that about 10 gigalitres
have been released into
the Fitzroy River, which
flows through Rockhamp-
ton, after torrential down-
pours in January caused
widespread flooding.
“These releases were
heavily monitored to pro-
vide us with the data to
make assessments about
the releases and their im-
pact,” Mr Seeney said on
Thursday.

The deputy premier said
none of the monitoring
sites found anything of
concern.

The idea came under fire
when it was announced
last year, with opposition
environment spokeswom-
an Jackie Trad criticising
the release of “dirty wa-
ter” into rivers.

“Mr Seeney is forcing his
dirty water deal down the
throats of the people of
Rockhampton with no
consultation and no ap-
propriate  planning or
process,” she said at the
time.

However, Mr Seeney told
parliament on Thursday
environmental concerns
were not based on any
scientific evidence.
“These claims have been
aimed at doing nothing
more than alarming the
people of the Fitzroy Ba-
sin,” he said.

Union restrained from Werribee protest

THE federal building watch-
dog has been granted a
Federal Court injunction
restraining the AMWU from
any involvement in a protest
over the employment of for-
eign workers at a Melbourne
construction site.

The Fair Work Building and
Construction Inspectorate
launched proceedings
against the union and one of
its organisers over a block-
ade at the Werribee water
treatment plant.

The union has denied al-
legations it is behind the
blockade, which has forced
workers to be flown onto the
site by helicopter.

The organiser, Tony Mavro-
matis, claims he only made
contact with the protesters
after being repeatedly asked
to by the company’s indus-
trial relations consultant
Grace Collier.

In the Federal Court in Mel-
bourne on Thursday, Justice
Shane Marshall said there
was a serious question as
to whether the union had

breached the Fair Work Act
He granted an injunction
which restrains the union,
its employees and organis-
ers from being involved in
the protest until the hearing
of the trial.

Workers have been protest-
ing at the site against the
employment of four Filipino
workers on 4517 visas.

The waichdog is seeking
pecuniary penalties against
the union and Mr Mavroma-
tis, as well as compensation
for losses suffered by the
action.

It wants to use conversa-
tions secretly recorded by
Ms Collier, on a device hid-
den in her bra, as evidence
of the union’s involvement.
Justice Marshall previously
said he had grave concerns
about the evidence and its
legality.

“Did she think she was in
a James Bond movie?” he
asked.

The matter will return to
court for a directions hear-
ing next month.

DFAT unsure if Smith
knew about Zygier

AUSTRALIAN officials knew
about the detention of Mel-
bourne man and suspected
Israeli spy Ben Zygier short-
ly after his 2010 arrest, but
it's unclear whether they
told then-foreign minister
Stephen Smith.

Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade head Peter
Varghese has given Foreign
Minister Bob Carr an interim
report detailing who knew
what about the mysterious
case that has rocked the
Australian and Israeli gov-
ernments.

The report confirms Aus-
tralian intelligence agen-
cies had told DFAT officials
about Mr Zygier’s detention
in a maximum security pris-
on for alleged offences un-
der Israeli national security
laws shortly after his arrest
in February 2010.

Senator Carr - who ordered
a review of the case after
receiving conflicting advice
about who knew what and
when - says Australian of-
ficials sought assurances
his legal rights would be
respected, that he had legal
representation, that his fam-
ily had been informed, and
that he was not being mis-
treated.

“The Israeli government fur-
ther advised the Australian
government that the indi-
vidual would be treated in
accordance with his lawful
rights as an Israeli citizen,”
Senator Carr told a Senate
estimates hearing in Can-
berra on Thursday.

“The Australian govern-
ment relied on these assur-
ances.”

At no stage did the Austra-
lian government receive any
request for consular support
from Mr Zygier - a dual Aus-
tralian-Israeli citizen also
known as Ben Allen and Ben
Alon - or his family, Senator
Carr said.

Mr Varghese said the mat-
ter was dealt with through
“intelligence channels” and
Australia’s embassy in Tel
Aviv wasn’t made aware of
the case until Mr Zygier died,
apparently by his own hand,
on December 15, 2010.

He hadn’t yet been able
to find out whether DFAT

briefed Mr Smith about the
case.

“I haven’t yet been able to
establish if the then-foreign
minister in February 2010
had been briefed by the
department,” Mr Varghese
said.

He hoped to deliver a more
comprehensive report on
the matter by the end of next
week.

While the circumstances
surrounding Mr Zygier’s de-
tention are unclear, it’s be-
lieved he worked for Israeli
spy agency Mossad.

Israel on Thursday admitted
for the first time it had held
a man with dual citizenship
under a false name for se-
curity reasons. Israeli media
reports have suggested he
was detained for treason.

A judicial inquiry recently
ruled he took his own life,
Israel’s Justice Ministry said
in a statement.

It is believed Mr Zygier was
the mysterious figure known
as Prisoner X and was until
this week one of Israel’s
most sensitive national se-
curity secrets.

In May 2010 Israel’s Ynet
news website ran a story
titled “Who are you, Mr X?”,
about a prisoner being held
in top-secret conditions
whose identity and crime
weren’t even known to his
jailers. The story was quick-
ly taken offline under a strict
gag order.

The ABC’s Foreign Corre-
spondent program revealed
the Australian connections
this week.

Mr Zygier was a lawyer who
moved from Melbourne to
Israel in 2000, married an
Israeli woman and fathered
two children.

Seven days after he was
found hanged in his cell at
age 34, his body was flown
to Melbourne, where he was
buried in a Jewish cem-
etery.

Australian Greens leader
Christine Milne said it was
clear the Australian em-
bassy in Tel Aviv had been
sidelined.

“The question is why was
the fate of an Australian citi-
zen left to be determined by
ASIO and ASIS? ” she said.




Page 38 Saturday 16 February 2013

the middle east r A - -

N

Yoy Dol v Coad

Advertisement

i - F-% 2 - % - % - % |

Strata Management

O eSailrlo A
22lig slpdig au
| S| yliadl

el | loliail & lonillg

= e
Vel o 9 -

~“ 9721 1611
doy ylonid |9 duiSuud | duiu¥( (Strata) 51519 diluad
;@ | ol agdlS JSale i |ghealil
0418 845 865 --_02 9721 1511
Attt o B lgacad ble 30 3o JaSY 55
Alal! b Buuag Joal! b 4B
[ 358 Guildford Road, Guildford NSW 2161 }

Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -
michael.k@ nationalre.com.au

oOhe World
ebanese Cu[tura[kl""‘m:,; -
Union of (Dictoria

is inviting young girls of Lebanese background

Lebanon
Australia

2013

to participate in the

Miss Lebanon 2013 pageant in Australia
to be between 18 and 25 years of age

where the pageant Queen will be elected and
participate in the final event in Lebanon under
the Patronage of the President of Lebanon

If you are interested contact us before the end of March 2013

Golda: 0447 176 293 Eve: 0433 773 766 Rachelle: 0421 440 806
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