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AN AGREEMENT OF
GOOD INTENTIONS

entered into by the
: TOWNS AND VILLAGES OF NORTH LEBANON
and the

CITY OF PARRAMATTA

The purpose of this agreement is to disseminate the good intentions of each area, reaching
a better understanding of the unique heritage of both areas including each others’
customs and traditions; support activities through scientific research, health services,
education, information, sports and cultural exchange; and to establish an Ambassadors
of Good Intentions Program with a citizen exchange system for both countries.

THE GOOD INTENTIONS AGREEMENT IS ENTERED INTO BY:

KARM EL MOHR
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BATE

ALDDR OF PARRAMATTA  MELAD MOURO
THE MAYOR OF KARM EL MOHR
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ODAY

EIT AGAIN TON OW

a
N\ \.‘V

la Day isn’t just about celebrating our beautiful beaches and wide-open spaces.
It's'hot just about celebrating our rich diversity of cultures, or the fact we take our sport .
more seriously than we take ourselves. And we’re not just celebrating because we have a AUStra | 1a Day
day off to share with our family and friends. Wherever our personal stories begin, we're
celebrating on January 26, because tomorrow we get to live it all over again.
To find out about celebrations ne: WISIEAUSTRALIADAY.ORG.AU

Celebrate what's great!
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Celeb ’tihristmas
% tgéther with
St Charbel's College Choir
& St Charbel’s English Choir

Wednesday 19 December
7:30 PM
English Choir

Friday 21 December
7:30 PM
Arabic & College Choir
conducted by Fr Challita Boustany
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Australia toll free: 1800 049 087 @ MoneyGr' am.

www.moneygram.com
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GLOBAL SERVICES PTY LTD

For the nearest MoneyGram location call

(02) 96428995

or visit www.ascglobalservices.com.au

Arncliffe, Auburn, Bankstown, Burwood, Campbelltown, Croydon Park, GRanville,
Greenacre, Harris Park, Kogarah, Lakemba, Merrylands, Parramatta, Rockdale

Become a Moneygram Sub Agent visit
www.ascglobalservices.com.au
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TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686

MOB: 0417 949 650
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CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
9 Registered Migration Agent
| MARN; 1174229
g == FOR ALL ENQUIRIES
\ CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
y Email: delhalabil @gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

GRadlg Cialeadly dugladullg 7 191 murl o vaims podd

*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175

*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@d il ok JhaiW

5yl 8yt Igliai| 3 pingl| SMalae aded o (B ESSI Lelo| e
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BLUESTAR

logistics
Joall sl s
Bt iy i
ol L () sl 5 [

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tet: (03] 9308 0880 - Fax: {03) 9308 0506
SYDNEY: BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE | PERTH:
101 Beealelgh Rl | GGeonseSheet | 68 McDoved Strst
Aeaca i, O 4108 |Gren el A 5107 Webbguol Wa 6106
ok {02) 6787 %500 Tel: (07) 3344 7400 H(IIB}EHGB Tek: ) 451 4766
ey | PEOIMTN | Foc(OB 89044 | Fac 0651 67

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

«* addg dilea IPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for

change!
At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.,

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indhiduals.

Every IPS Security employes confributes fo our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for i.l?.’#"
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a varniety of sl lmgoul %e
positions all over the Melbowmne Metropolitan area. Tobe & &
suitabde fo join our team you must: -
s  Hold a first Aid certificate e d m.."'"d
o (Sl >
Jhais Slods
Ak ¥ | Ay |
_jllmi.: dualnt|
bl

# Hold a current Victorian Security Licence
# Hawe dedication, Commitment & Loyalty
= Speak fluent English

# Hawe excellent presentation

= Be reliable

We hawve the following secunty positions available;
Crowd Control

(Events)

:
:
7

ddkk

We have full time, part time and casual positions
awailable.
Previous Applicants need not apply
Mo recruitment companies
Victoria Licence NMumber: 774-201-105

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627
Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com.au
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Julian Assange confirms bid for
Australian Senate

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange says he will run for the Senate but has yet to choose which state he will seek

a seat in. Picture: AFP

PLANS to set up an Aus-
tralian WikiLeaks party
are “significantly ad-
vanced”, the whistleblow-
ing organisation’s most
visible member says.
Julian Assange has told
Australian media he in-
tends to run for a Senate
seat in the next election,
adding that “a number of
very worthy people ad-
mired by the Australian
public” have expressed
interest in standing for a
yet-to-be registered Aus-
tralian WikiLeaks party.

A draft party constitution
has been prepared and is
being subjected to legal
review, Fairfax reports.
Party registration with
the Australian Electoral
Commission would re-
quire confirmation of at
least 500 members listed
on the electoral roll.

Mr Assange told Fairfax
he had not yet registered
to vote but believes he
will be able to register in
either NSW or Victoria as
an overseas voter.

A “strategic decision”
would determine which
state he would run to
represent, he said.

The Australian citizen
has been holed up in
Ecuador’s London em-
bassy since taking ref-
uge there in June in a bid
to avoid extradition to
Sweden, where he faces

questioning over rape al-
legations.

Mr Assange is concerned
that if he goes to Sweden,
authorities will allow him
to be extradited to the
United States to be ques-
tioned over WikiLeaks’
release of thousands of
US diplomatic cables.
Meanwhile, during an in-
terview with ABC Radio
last night, Mr Assange
responded to reports he
had a chronic lung con-
dition.

“I wouldn’t necessar-
ily go that far but the
circumstances are diffi-
cult,” he said.

Before his time in the
embassy he previously
lived under house arrest
at a supporter’s Norfolk
mansion.

A husky-voiced Mr As-
sange said he had “been
in worse positions”.
“Solitary = confinement
was worse,” he said.
“Two years under house
arrest, going to the po-
lice station every day
at a certain time with a
manacle around my leg
was worse.”

Ecuador’s envoy to Brit-
ain, Ambassador Ana
Alban, reportedly told
journalists in Quito last
month Mr Assange had
“a chronic lung condi-
tion that could worsen at
any time”.

Mr Assange said in an
interview published Sep-
tember 30 that his health
was “slowly deteriorat-
ing” in the embassy,
adding that he had “a
racking cough”.

A message was later
posted on the South
American country’s Lon-
don embassy website
clarifying that Mr As-
sange did “not have an
urgent medical condi-
tion”.

He said the Australian
government had offered
to assist in case of medi-
cal emergency, including
monetary assistance, but
then scaled down the as-
sistance they were will-
ing to give.

“The Australian govern-
ment gave a list of num-
bers for doctors in the
London area, that was all
that they would do,” he
told ABC Radio.

Mr Assange is concerned
that if he goes to Sweden,
authorities will allow him
to be extradited to the
United States to be ques-
tioned over WikiLeaks’
release of thousands of
US diplomatic cables.

He was granted asylum
in Ecuador in August but
Britain has refused to
grant him safe passage
out of the country, leav-
ing Mr Assange stuck in
the embassy.

New rules to stop $150k
phone bill surprises

Telcos will have to warn
consumers of exact mo-
bile charges while they
are roaming and provide
tools to monitor and
manage their usage un-
der new rules proposed
on Thursday by the com-
munications regulator.
The new draft interna-
tional mobile roaming
standard from the Aus-
tralian Communica-
tions and Media Author-
ity follows reports that
complaints about dis-
puted roaming charges
increased by almost 10
per cent in 2011-12 to
more than 4100.

“We want the carriers
to significantly lift their
game on the whole trans-
parency piece to give
the consumers clear
messages at the right
time and the right warn-
ings about costs, and
then also to give them
the tools they need to
actually manage those
costs,” ACMA member
Chris Cheah said.

“We don’t think it’s that
hard and they should be
able to do it”

The complaints to the
Telecommunications In-
dustry Ombudsman in-
clude a consumer who
bought a $129 monthly
plan so she could make
calls during a nine-week
holiday in Europe, only
to return to a bill of
$715,000 bill, which sub-
sequently increased to
$147,908.

Another consumer, while
on holiday in South Af-
rica, thought his mobile
phone was connected to
the hotel’s Wi-Fi, so he
used it to connect a lap-
top to the internet, but
ended up with a $38,000
bill.

Mobile roaming com-
plaints to the Ombuds-
man, Simon Cohen, rep-
resented about $8 million

in disputed charges over
the past 15 months and
Mr Cohen said consum-
ers were not being fully
informed about the po-
tential for extremely
high charges and how
they could protect them-
selves.

The authority proposed
a new standard on
Thursday to resolve this
issue, which will be in
place by May.

Mr Cheah said telcos
would be required to
send an SMS to cus-
tomers when they arrive
overseas to warn them
of higher costs, and fol-
low up soon after with
another SMS detailing
the prices for a two-
minute call to Australia,
a two-minute call in the
overseas country, the
cost of an SMS and the
cost of 1MB of data.
“People know the [roam-
ing] charges are higher
but they don’t realise
how much higher,” Mr
Cheah said.

Telcos would also be re-
quired to provide a low-
cost way to stop roaming
at any time and provide
tools allowing people
to monitor their usage
and obtain running es-
timates of their costs.
This sort of monitoring
traditionally has been
difficult because usage
data is not immediately
available from overseas
carriers, but ACMA be-
lieves it has a solution.
“The providers of roam-
ing services could offer
their smartphone cus-
tomers an app which
makes use of the fea-
tures of the phone which
track data being sent and
received by the phone,
to give an approxima-
tion of the likely cost
based on the charges in
that country,” Mr Cheah
said.

People were racking up
bills of $100,000-plus
because smariphones
increasingly were chew-
ing through data in the
background even with-
out user input (such as
downloading emails),
and applications such
as maps generally used
a lot of data to begin
with, he said.
“Applications are con-
stantly communicating
back to the network.
[They] will often poll to
see what’s happening,
they’ll download emails.
Sometimes emails will
have big attachments
and that could all be
happening in the back-
ground and people don’t
realise that this is rack-
ing up a huge bill,” he
said.

ACMA is inviting the
public to make submis-
sions about its propos-
als by mid-February.
Providing more informa-
tion to consumers on
costs will not solve the
core problem, which is
the huge roaming costs
charged by carriers.
ACMA is not able to reg-
ulate roaming charges
directly because they
usually are levied by
overseas carriers and
these costs are then
passed on by the Aus-
tralian telcos to their
customers.

The  Communications
Minister, Stephen Con-
roy, has started working
towards a solution.

In August Senator Con-
roy announced in part-
nership with his New
Zealand counterpart that
they were working on
ways to reduce ftrans-
Tasman mobile roaming
charges.

But a solution for the
rest of the world at this
stage remains a pipe
dream
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Hockey

backs

calls for 2nd Syd-
ney airport

Coalition frontbencher Joe Hockey is backing calls for a second
airport for Sydney.

THE shadow treasurer Joe
Hockey is backing calls for
a second Sydney airport
and says the coalition is
waiting for the federal gov-
ernment to make a deci-
sion.

Mr Hockey was respond-
ing to concerns from 20
airlines, investors and in-
dustry consultants who
have rejected the NSW
government’s position that
Kingsford Smith Airport
can continue to meet de-
mand.

They want a second air-
port in the Sydney basin
fully operational within a
decade.

Mr Hockey says he has
supported a second airport
since 1996 and it remains
coalition policy.

“From our perspective we
want Sydney to have the
infrastructure that is going
to deal with the challenges
of the 21st century,” he
told reporters in Sydney
on Tuesday.

“You cannot have the infra-
structure risk associated
with just one airport.”

Mr Hockey says the coali-
tion is waiting for federal
Transport Minister Antho-
ny Albanese to make an
announcement on a sec-
ond airport.

“The federal government

had a role to play in that,
there’s no doubt about it
because 40 per cent of the
Australian economy re-
sides between Newcastle
and Wollongong.”

But Mr Hockey would not
be drawn on whether he
should try to convince Mr
O’Farrell to back a second
airport, saying he would
leave that for the federal
government and the NSW
premier to discuss.

NSW  Premier Barry
O’Farrell, who has repeat-
edly stated that he op-
poses a second airport in
the Sydney basin, says the
federal government has
yet to “put a single dollar
on the table”.

“The state government’s
determined to put every
available dollar we have
into state infrastructure,”
Mr O’Farrell said.

“The federal government
continue to fantasise about

something that they’ve
been fantasising about for
25 years.”

Mr O’Farrell said while he
would be happy for Syd-
ney airport’s curfew to
stay in place, there was ca-
pacity within the existing
arrangement.

“We’ll have more to say
about that in the next few
weeks,” Mr O’Farrell said.

Voters want rid
of federal Labor:

Libs

A SENIOR Liberal
believes the final
Newspoll of the year
supports what he is
hearing in the commu-
nity about the federal
government.
“Australians want rid
of this incompetent
and dishonest govern-
ment,” Senator Simon
Birmingham told Sky
News on Tuesday.
“That is what | hear day
in and day out.”
Labor’s primary vote
has dropped to 32 per
cent, its lowest level
in six months, in the
Newspoll  published
in The Australian on
Tuesday.

After preferences, the
coalition leads 54-46
per cent.

It’s the same margin as
the Essential Research
poll on Monday and in
line with the Nielsen
poll in November.
Cabinet minister Craig
Emerson said the co-
alition had engaged
in a “very aggressive,
negative”  campaign
against Prime Minister
Julia Gillard.

“She is still standing,
she is a very tough and
resilient prime min-
ister and that is what
the Australian people
want,” he said.

Ms Gillard maintains
the preferred prime
minister ranking in
Newspoll, leading Tony
Abbott by A43-34 per
cent.

Mr Abbott was reluc-
tant to talk about the
poll’s findings when he
faced reporters in Syd-
ney on Tuesday.
“Every time politicians
run a commentary on
the polls, they just rein-
force the public’s dis-

dain for what they see
as Canberra parliamen-
tary games,” he said.
The public wanted a
better life and govern-
ment.

“They want less pres-
sure on their costs of
living,” Mr Abbott said.
“They want evidence
the (government) fo-
cus is on them, not fo-
cussed on itself.”
However, federal work-
place  minister Bill
Shorten says there’s
more good news than
bad in Australia after a
tough year.

“Polls go up, polls go
down,” he told journal-
ists in Melbourne on
Tuesday.

“People do tend to re-
spond to what they see
in the news.

“I'd say there is more
good news in Australia
at the end of the year,
which has been a hard
year, a tough year, than
there is bad news.”

Mr Shorten said the
positives included
strong employment
figures, low interest
rates and the national
disability insurance
scheme.

Asked if Ms Gillard’s
AWU scandal had af-
fected the poll results,
Mr Shorten said Aus-
tralians wanted posi-
tive not negative poli-
tics.

He also criticised the
opposition for conduct-
ing a trench warfare
style of politics.

“I think Australians are
unimpressed by the
World War I style of the
opposition’s approach
to politics which is
all mud, which is all
barbed wire and trench
warfare.”

Shorten questions if
standing order was
written sitting down

Workplace Relations
Minister Bill Shorten has
questioned whether the
author of a memo ban-
ning workers on Chev-
ron’s Gorgon liquefied
gas project from sitting
down on the job was
seated when he wrote it
The Australian Finan-
cial Review on Tuesday
morning broke the news
that staff on the $US52
billion project in West-
ern Australia have been
banned from using chairs
and told not to sit down
during their shifts.

The directive was a bid
to improve productivity
on Australia’s biggest re-
sources development.
Asked about the story
this morning, Mr Shorten
said that in his experi-
ence of Australian work-
places, most employees
work hard. “And they
don’t need advice about
whether they should sit
down or stand

up,” he said.
“Presumably the person
that typed up that com-
munications document
was sitting down when
they [wrote] it,” Mr Short-
en said. “I am sure that
this [memo] must have
been put out by some mid
level person with more
time on their hands than
productivity goals that
they have got to set.”
The Australian Financial

Review reported that one
of the lead Gorgon con-
tractors issued a memo
on Sunday to its workers
titled “Efficient produc-
tion of work crews”.
Leighton Contractors,
which is working on
more than $1 billion of
construction deals on
Gorgon, laid out a se-
ries of instructions to its
employees to reduce the
amount of time lost on
the job. It warned wages
would be docked for pro-
cedural breaches.
“Labour is not allowed
to sit down during nor-
mal working hours, un-
less their duties require,”
said the leaked memo ob-
tained by The Australian
Financial Review.
“Labour is allowed to
sit down during normal
working hours in the ap-
proved shade huts for
short rest breaks and
hydration. Full crews are
not allowed in the shade
hut, only one at a time so
work can always continue
on the site.”

Chevron last week blamed
poor productivity at the
remote Barrow Island site
off WA as one of the chief
triggers for a surge in the
cost estimate to build
Gorgon to $US52 billion
from $US31 billion when
it got the go-ahead in
September 2009.
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Advertising to resume on 2Day FM, profits to go
to Jacintha Saldanha memorial fund

Source: Supplied 4 TDayFM DJs Michael Christian and Mel Greig. Picture: CHANNEL ACA interview with

ADVERTISING will resume on
2Day FM on Thursday and all
profits until the end of the year
will be donated to a fund for
the family of deceased nurse
Jacintha Saldanha.

A minimum contribution of
$500,000 will be made to an
appropriate memorial fund
which will directly benefit the
family of the nurse, who is sus-
pected of taking her own life
after last week connecting the
Sydney radio station’s call to
another nurse caring for Kate,
the Duchess of Cambridge.
Chief executive Rhys Holleran
said: “We are very sorry for
what has happened. It is a ter-
rible tragedy and our thoughts
continue to be with the family.
“We hope that by contributing
to a memorial fund we can help
to provide the Saldanha family
with the support they need at
this very difficult time.

“The company today reiter-
ates that it it deeply saddened
by this tragic and unforeseen
event and offers its condo-
lences to the family of Jacintha
Saldanha.”

The decision comes as the
company also cancelled the
staff Christmas Party today.

A $13,000 bar tab had been or-
ganised for between 200 and
250 of the company’s Sydney
employees, and was scheduled
to take place at a Sydney night-
club this Thursday.

An Austereo spokeswoman
said the party was cancelled
out of respect for nurse Jacin-
tha Saldanha and her family.
“This is no time for celebration
at Southern Cross Austereo
Sydney,” she said.

All costs set aside for the event
will be donated to Beyond Blue
and Lifeline.

The Christmas party was
scheduled to take place at
trendy live music venue Oxford
Art Factory on Oxford Street, a
party strip near Sydney’s CBD.
Among likely party attendees
were 2Day FM DJs Kyle San-
dilands and Jackie O, Hamish
Blake and Andy Lee and Fifi
Box and Jules Lund.
Meanwhile, DJ Mel Greig has
reached out to her supporters
today, thanking them for ral-
lying behind her, but admits
nothing will ever take away the
pain she’s enduring.

Greig, 30, is understood to be
in a fragile state, devastated by
the events of the past few days
but wanted to make contact in
particular with her hometown
of Adelaide.

“The love and support that I'm
getting from everyone in Ade-
laide has helped me immensely
through this, Adelaide is my
home and to see them rally be-
hind me has been incredible,”
Greig told News Limited exclu-
sively.

Meanwhile, the management
of 2DayFM, Austereo, remain
in the crosshairs after dodging
responsibility for the royal ra-
dio prank, with its “shattered”
DJs confirming the decision to
broadcast the fateful hoax call
was “taken out of our hands”.
Distraught radio presenters
Mel Greig and Michael Chris-
tian offered an emotional
apology to the family of nurse
Jacintha Saldanha, who is sus-
pected of taking her own life
after last week connecting the
Sydney radio program’s call to
another nurse caring for Kate,
the Duchess of Cambridge.

A tearful Greig told Seven’s
Today Tonight she would face
Ms Saldanha’s partner Bene-

dict Barboza, daughter Lisha
and son Junal at any coronial
inquest into the 41-year-old’s
death if it helped the grieving
family “get some closure”.

The young radio presenter’s
boss at Austereo, CEO Rhys
Holleran, has been asked to
justify why his network put the
“gutted” Greig and her co-host
up for interviews when her
family had raised concerns for
her mental health. The chief ex-
ecutive said the interviews with
Nine’s A Current Affair and
TT were “something they felt
strongly they wanted to do”.
“They feel great sadness, it
was their decision,” Mr Holle-
ran said.

“We took into account the
views of the professionals
we’ve had helping these young
people. We took all of that into
account.”

He denied the network had
breached Australian Commu-
nications and Media Authority
(ACMA) guidelines.

“We had a process and pro-
cedure in place, we followed
those procedures and part of
that was a legal review,” Mr
Holleran said. “As an organi-
sation we believe we’ve done
what was necessary.” Their
fragile state was obvious dur-
ing questioning by Nine’s
Tracy Grimshaw and Seven re-
porter Clare Brady, who filmed
15-minute  interviews  with
the DJs at Austereo’s Sydney
headquarters.

Pushed to explain the process
that resulted in the pre-record-
ed prank call being vetted and
cleared for broadcast, Chris-
tian would only say “people far
above us” were left to approve
the exchange between Greig,
posing as the Queen, and an-

other unknown nurse who ex-
plained the condition of the
pregnant royal.

“Pm 100 per cent honest in
saying I'm, we’re, not privy to
what happens with this call.
Mind you, this call is no dif-
ferent to what happens with
anything else, you know, re-
gardless of the content or the
context or what’s been record-
ed, it’s the same, it’s the same
process and I'm certainly not
aware of what filters it needs
to pass through. All we know is
it’s passed on and then we’re
told either yay or nay.”

Greig added: “lt’'s not up to
us to make that decision, we
just record it and then it goes
to the other departments to
work it out. | don’t know what
they then do with it - we just
do what we do which is make
those calls.”

As the international backlash
intensified, threats made by
online hackers to shut down
the station’s cyber systems
were of little concern, Greig
said. “There’s nothing that can
make me feel worse than what
| feel right now. And for what
| feel for the family. We're so
sorry that this has happened to
them,” she told Today Tonight.
While Ms Saldanha, known to
work colleagues and friends
as “Jess” was being mourned
around the world, her ailing
mother was reportedly not
even aware of her daughter’s
death.

The Times of India said family
members had chosen not to
tell Carmine Saldanha of her
daughter’s death because she
was suffering heart problems.
Britain’s Daily Mail reported
the nurse and mother had
“died of shame”. Her brother
Naveen said: “She would have
felt much shame about the in-
cident.”

The prank call had been an
“innocent idea”. Faking a Brit-
ish accent, Greig posed as the
Queen and was transferred
promptly by Ms Saldanha to a
ward nurse at London’s King
Edward VIl Hospital, who then
conveyed details of the royal
patient’s  condition.Christian
said the “joke was meant to
be on us” - with the Summer
Hot30 team expecting to be
hung-up on or reprimanded by
hospital authorities.

James Ashby’s sexual harass-
ment case against former Speaker
Peter Slipper thrown out of court

James Ashby. Picture: Sam Mooy Source: The Australian

JAMES Ashby’s sexual
harassment case against
former Speaker Peter Slip-
per has been thrown out of
court.

Judge Steven Rares this
morning ordered that the
application contains “scan-
dalous” allegations and to
continue the case would
be “manifestly unfair” to
Mr Slipper and that some
of the claims were done to
“injure” his reputation.

The former Speaker want-
ed the case, which was
launched by Mr Ashby on
April 20 this year, thrown
out of court, saying it was
an abuse of process de-
signed to be “prejudicial”
and “damaging” to him.

Mr Slipper did not have a
lawyer represent him at a
two-day hearing of the case
in October but didn’t come
to the Federal Court in Syd-
ney to hear the Wednesday
morning’s decision.

It followed an unsuccessful
day of mediation talks be-
tween the pair.

Mr Ashby has been or-
dered to pay Mr Slipper’s
legal cost.

Mr Slipper told the court
in October that his former
media advisor was trying
to destroy his marriage
and and bring down the
government.

“I've been incredibly dis-
traught as a result of these
proceedings,” Mr Slipper
said.

Mr Ashby, who arrived at
court today flanked by his
spokesman Anthony Mc-
Clellan, settled his case
against the Commonwealth

in September for $50,000
and a promise to introduce
an education program for
staff about sexual harass-
ment in the workplace.
Hundreds of texts mes-
sages between the pair
were tendered to the court
earlier this year and Mr
Ashby said he feared as-
sassination after making
the claims against his for-
mer boss public.

“Mr Ashby’s predominant
purpose in bringing the
proceedings was not a
proper one,” Judge Rares
said.

“A party cannot be allowed
to misuse the court’s pro-
cess by including scandal-
ous and damaging allega-
tions.

“I have reached the con-
clusion that Mr Ashby’s
predominant purpose for
bringing these proceedings
was to pursue a political at-
tack against Mr Slipper.”

“I am satisfied that these
proceedings are an abuse
of the process of the court,”
Judge Rares said.

“The originating applica-
tion was used by Mr Ashby
for the predominant pur-
pose of causing significant
public, reputational and
political damage to Mr Slip-
per.”

Mr Ashby said outside
court that he was “ex-
tremely disappointed” with
the decision and that the
legal process had been
“harrowing.”

He indicated he would “ex-
amine” the judgment with
his lawyers ahead of an ap-
peal.
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Govt urged to lift funding for teachers

AUSTRALIA won’t be able
to lift the quality of its
schools if it doesn’t put
more money into teach-
ing, an education expert
says.

Robyn Ewing, a professor
of teacher education and
arts at the University of
Sydney, says many teach-
ers have told her they feel
so pressured to teach to
tests, they don’t have time
to teach anymore.

She was commenting on
the latest results from in-
ternational testing of Year
4 and Year 8 students, re-
leased on Tuesday, show-
ing performance in maths
and science stagnating in
Australia since 1995.
They also show about a
quarter of Year 4 students
can’t read at a minimum
acceptable standard.

Prof Ewing said Australia
was not investing enough
time and energy to prop-
erly resource education.
“We spent a lot of money
on a building revolution
for every school instead
of looking at what every
school needed,” she told
ABC radio on Wednes-
day.

“You can be as well in-
tentioned as you like but
unless you look at the
research about quality
teaching and learning ...
we won’t get any fur-
ther.”

Federal Schools Minister
Peter Garrett conceded
Australia recorded “some
poor results” in the sur-
vey.

“I'm saying it’s a wake up
call for us,” he said.

The results also showed
education reform needed
to be taken seriously.
“We need a national ap-
proach, we need national
school improvement such
as we are proposing,” Mr
Garrett said.

The Australian Education
Union says the goal out-
lined by Prime Minister
Julia Gillard for Austra-
lia’s education system to

be ranked in the top five
globally by 2025 will not
be achieved without more
money.

It would take an estimat-
ed $6.5 billion in addition-
al funding annually from
the commonwealth and
states to implement the
recommendations of the
Gonski review.

“It’'s time for all politi-
cians, state and federal,
to sit down and negotiate
to achieve implementa-
tion of a new funding sys-
tem,” the association’s
federal president Angelo
Gavrielatos told ABC
Television.

The latest international
education results empha-
sised the need for more
funds.

“We now have the evi-
dence that shows
vestment makes a differ-
ence.”

“David Gonski made it
very clear ... there will be
serious economic and
social consequences un-
less we act now.”

Labor backbencher Ed
Husic said the results
showed the government
and the nation had to re-
double its efforts.

“This emphasises we
have got to get ahead in
terms of school invest-
ment and make sure
these results are a thing
of the past,” he told Sky
News.

But Liberal MP Josh
Frydenberg “absolutely
blamed” Labor for the de-
cline in education stan-
dards.

“They live in a parallel
universe,” he said, add-
ing the government was
not talking about improv-
ing teacher ftraining or
giving greater autonomy
to principals.

“This government seems
to think if they spend
more money they will get
better results,” he said.
“That is not the experi-
ence in the rest of the
world and that is not the

in-

experience in Australia.”
Opposition education
spokesman Christopher
Pyne says the results
leave Labor’s credentials
“in tatters”.

“Julia  Gillard  prom-
ised nothing short of an
education revolution in
2007,” he said in a state-
ment.

“Now now the report
card is in - Australian
students were beaten by
many countries in maths
and science, and all other
English-speaking coun-
tries in reading.”

Labor has delivered five
years of “record waste,
mismanagement and
squandered billions of
dollars” on education.
“Now it wants to spend
tens of billions more and
brush their record of fail-
ure under the carpet,” he
said.

The coalition is commit-
ted to improving the qual-
ity of the teachers, giving
principals more autono-
my and a strong curricu-
lum that will lift the per-
formance of Australian
students.

Govt welcomes Slipper
court decision

THE federal government
says the coalition has
some “serious questions
to answer” over its con-
duct in the Peter Slipper
case.

Federal Court judge Ste-
ven Rares on Wednes-
day dismissed the sexual
harassment case taken
by staffer James Ash-
by against the former
Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Justice Rares said the
case had been brought
by Ashby “for the pre-
dominant purpose of
causing political damage
to Mr Slipper”.

He found Mr Ashby acted
in combination with fel-
low staffer Karen Doane
and former federal min-
ister Mal Brough to “ad-
vance the interests of the
LNP and Mr Brough”.

Mr Brough has been pre-
selected as the Liberal
National Party’s candi-
date for Mr Slipper’s seat
of Fisher at the next fed-
eral election.

A spokesman for At
torney-General  Nicola
Roxon told AAP the gov-
ernment welcomed the
judge’s decision, which
“clearly” found Mr Ashby

“abused the process of
the court”.

“This shows how danger-
ously wrong and mislead-
ing (shadow attorney-
general) Senator (George)
Brandis can be in pre-
judging court matters,”
the spokesman said.

“The coalition will have
some serious questions
to answer about their own
conduct.”

Senator Brandis previ-
ously accused Ms Roxon
of politically “managing”
the sexual harassment
case against Mr Slipper.
The commonwealth ne-
gotiated a $50,000 sefitle-
ment with Mr Ashby after
he included the govern-
ment in his action against
Mr Slipper.

Cabinet minister Peter
Garrett also urged Sena-
tor Brandis to answer
“serious questions”.

“He was the one that
made a call on this case
when he shouldn’t have,”
Mr Garrett told reporters
in Sydney.

“He’s the one that needs
to answer questions now
because there’s clearly
been an abuse of process
and the court has found
accordingly.”

Barry O’Farrell gives light rail thumbs up

SYDNEY lord mayor Clover
Moore’s dream of a pedes-
trianised George St and light
rail has been realised, with the
State Government announcing
$1.6 billion project set to be
complete within five years.
Once finished, 30 trams per
hour will run up and down the
CBD, carrying 9000 passen-
gers every 60 minutes - a task
that would need 150 standard
buses.

The State Government’s new
transport master plan, re-
leased today, paves the way
for light rail to link Circular
Quay to Central Station with a
three km route down George
St with a 15 minute journey
time.

A one km pedestrianised zone
shared with light rail along
George Street will be created
between Bathurst and Hunter
St covering around 40 per
cent of the 2.4 km street be-
tween Circular Quay and Rail-
way Square.

It will also run to Moore Park
and Randwick, with construc-
tion for both the CBD and
south east links set to begin
at the same time because de-
laying construction on the
CBD while digging up Rand-
wick would create commuter
chaos.

A HIGH-speed rail link between
Melbourne and Sydney would
remove the need for a second
airport, according to a Sydney
Liberal MP.

“Cars will still be able to ac-
cess 60 per cent of George
St,” the plan said.

“Emergency vehicles, prop-
erty owners and small deliv-
ery trucks will retain access
to the pedestrianised zone 24
hours a day. We will examine
the best way for taxis and hire
cars to have access during the
night. This will help to support
the night time economy, keep-
ing George St activated.”
Construction on the project
will take place in stages, with
city streets closed in sec-
tions to” minimise disruption
to residents, businesses and
commuters”.

Stakeholders are being con-
sulted to find ways to support
city businesses during con-
struction.

“Once completed, light rail
will significantly benefit busi-
nesses along the route,” the
plan said.

“Light rail would take 180

buses out of the CBD while ad-
ditional bus network changes
would bring this to a total of
about 220 fewer buses enter-
ing the city centre in the morn-
ing peak hour.”

Light rail was ruled out for Pitt
St, Castlereagh St and Sus-
sex St because they are too
narrow, too steep or had too
many pedestrians.

A light rail link to Barangaroo
via the Rocks and Walsh Bay
was also dismissed because
passenger numbers were fore-
cast to be “very low”, while
the new CBD expansion will
also get a new ferry hub and a
pedestrian tunnel linking it to
buses and heavy rail.
Connecting Green Square with
the Sydney CBD through light
rail was also ruled out because
travel to the University of NSW
would be slower than taking
an existing bus service.
However, neither Barangaroo
or Green Square have been
ruled out for good, with the
State Government even vow-
ing to work with Parramatta
City Council to complete a
Western Sydney Light Rail
Feasibility Study.

“The study is looking at a
transport network to serve
Parramatta’s growth and it
will determine the best mode
and alignment to encourage
transport demand and urban
renewal,” it said.

The master plan said building
the CBD and South East Light
Rail will cost approximately
$1.6 billion to complete, funded
from the transport budget and
a PPP arrangement, subject to
testing the business case, and
value for money being met.
Meanwhile, Premier Barry
O’Farrell’s release is the third
and final transport plan by the
government this year.

The plan advises that the gov-
ernment will build the entire
extension, from the CBD to
UNSW in one go because it will
cause ‘minimal disruption’.
The plan suggests this will
take 180 buses off the street.
Government has committed
61.8 billion for infrastructure
projects over four years.

They have supported 59 of in-
frastructure NSW’s 10 recom-
mendations.

About 40 per cent of George
street will be “pedestrianised”
with light rail running between
Bathurst and hunter street.
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