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TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686

MOB: 0417 949 650

it DLl 9)9 30ue 3130 udand | dusuge

—daind CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
L9 Registered Migration Agent
| MARN; 1174229
g == FORALL ENQUIRIES
| CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
i i) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O3 g Cfakeadiy daglaztlg 719 1 @l po dbatm) pgdd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@d yf ok JhaiW

5yl 8yt Igliai| 3 pingl| SMalae aded o (B ESSI Lelo| e
0413805930 108 11 ks bt (i3 Fubgud

3
i

BLUESTAR

logistics
b
...ﬁhiﬁlﬁa}ﬂh Ll

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tet:(03) 9308 0880- Faux {03) 9308 0506
SYDNEY: BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE: PERTH:
101 Beenleigh Rl | 6 GeorseSireet | 68 NcDowed Street

Acici Ridee, b 4108 |Gaeea Fieks, 54 5107 Welshpeol Wa 6106
Te:(U7) 3344 1400 | Tok{08) 8280 GBGD | Te:(OF) D451 4766
Fac {07) 3344 7500 | Fac (08 8350 0044 | Fuc (08) 3451 6744

ok {02) 6787 9500
Fac [07) 9728 012

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

iy Ll TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciaton? Hs time for
change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.,

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indhiduals.

IPS (dad
& Security

Every IPS Security employes confributes fo our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for i.l?.’#"
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a varniety of h“ml R
positions all over the Melbowmne Metropolitan area. To be (S

suitabde fo join our team you must:
& Hold a first Aid certificate

- - -

- :nll:l :::.t Victorian rlﬁem:lﬂnt: Licence i:" ﬁﬂ'l‘!‘b‘
- ave ion, Comimi Loyalty - .
= Speak fluent English Jh ij Hh#
*  Hawve excellent presentation :nﬂ‘lii h'ﬁi
= Be reliable -
We hawve the following secunty positions available; JM‘L-' hwl
Crowd Control .
[Evenis) uu
® Ayailable 7 daysinights
Static posifions kdask
Patrol positions
We have full time, part i;“flem casual positions i B =
able.
Fmﬁ;usnpplmtsmednqtappw - Adgge ﬂ"‘?_?
Victoria Lisence Number: 774.201-10S -Jaall g dda
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627 Akl b Gukams

1 Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com.au r
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Coalition orders 40 new

P

Premier Ted Baillieu and
Public Transport Minister
Terry Mulder today an-
nounced that the Coalition
Government will purchase
40 new ViLine carriages
to meet increased service
levels when the Regional
Rail Link opens in 2016.
Mr Baillieu said the new
ViLine carriages would
be built by Victorian train
manufacturer Bombardier
at its Dandenong South
factory.

“Today’s announcement
is good news for Victoria’s
public transport network,
especially for residents
of Geelong, Ballarat, Ben-
digo, Seymour and Traral-
gon who will benefit from
these additional carriag-
es,” Mr Baillieu said.

“It is also great news for
manufacturing jobs in
Victoria with this contract
securing more than 70
jobs at Bombardier.

“The Coalition Govern-
ment has secured excel-
lent value for money for
Victorian taxpayers for
this contract worth more
than $200 million.

“This order will deliver 40
new carriages which will
help to meet the demands
of continuing growth as
well as the expansion that
will be made possible with
the completion of the Re-
gional Rail Link in 2016.

“The previous govern-
ment failed to include
funding to purchase the
new carriages required to
deliver Regional Rail Link
and today we continue
fixing the problems left
behind by Labor by de-
livering a better transport
network for Victoria,” Mr
Baillieu said.

Transport Minister Terry
Mulder said the first of the
carriages was expected to
be delivered in 2014, and
the last of them expected
to arrive in late 2016.
“This is the first new order
of regional trains since
2009, during which time
demand on key regional
lines has grown signifi-
cantly,” Mr Mulder said.

In 2011/12, 14 million
passengers used ViLine
trains, up 500,000 on the
previous financial year.
Mr Mulder said the new
train order was the latest
step to plan for the future
as more people embraced
our regional rail network.
“The previous govern-
ment failed to properly
plan or fund the Regional
Rail Link project,” Mr Mul-
der said.

“The Coalition Govern-
ment has undertaken the
detailed work needed
to re-scope the project,
including adding two
grade-separations  and

carriages for ViLine

signalling that was miss-
ing from Labor’s plan.
“Construction works on
the Regional Rail Link
project are now underway
and the Coalition Govern-
ment is investing record
amounts in maintaining
and renewing our rail net-
work.

“The Coalition Govern-
ment is making an his-
toric investment in our
public transport fleet.
“The Government now
has on order 40 new
VLocity carriages for the
regional network, seven
new trains for the metro-
politan network and 50
new trams to build capac-
ity for years to come,” Mr
Mulder said.

“This is in addition to our
commitment to purchase
up to 33 additional new
trains for our metropoli-
tan network.

“The investment in new
trains for ViLine will in-
crease the existing fleet
of 134 Vlocity carriages.
“The VLocity fleet has
served Victoria well and
we are confident that
these trains will continue
to perform for years to
come.

“We are delighted that
these new train carriages
will be manufactured in
Victoria, securing local
manufacturing jobs.
“Today’s announcement
comes on top of our re-
cent order of seven new
trains for the metropolitan
network, which Alstom is
assembling in Ballarat.”
Mr Mulder said the new
trains were expected to
include approximately 10
per cent local content.

Mr Baillieu said this was a
win for Victorian rail com-
muters and our manufac-
turing industry, and would
ensure that the Coalition
Government’s investment
in improving the rail net-
work extended beyond
the tracks.

Media contacts:

Fotis Kapetopoulos
0409 669 496

Palmer threatens legal action for new bill

Billionaire Clive Palmer

MINING magnate Clive
Palmer has continued his
tirade against the Queen-
sland government, threat-
ening legal action against
a bill passed through par-
liament.

Mr Palmer says the Eco-
nomic Development Act
will drive investment out
of the state and increase

sovereign risk.

The billionaire, who sen-
sationally resigned from
the Liberal National Party
(LNP) last week, says he
was prepared to launch
a legal challenge in the
Supreme Court and High
Court to test its validity.
“It means that the Gov-
ernment will have the
power to take away State
Significance status from
projects leaving no right
of appeal, making our
sovereign risk worse than
any country in the world,”
he said in a statement on
Wednesday.

“I think Queenslanders
need to be very con-

cerned about this legisla-
tion and the fact that it is
being rushed through so
quickly before anybody
has a chance to under-
stand it fully.

“The Bill is supposed to
be about promoting eco-
nomic development, but
because it has not been
done properly it only un-
dermines investment and
creates uncertainty.”

It’s the latest in a string of
criticisms levelled by Mr
Palmer at the LNP’s par-
liamentary wing.

Mr Palmer was suspended
from the party for his out-
bursts and later resigned
after being reinstated.

Newman hints Douglas not right for LNP

QUEENSLAND Premier
Campbell Newman has
admitted he is disap-
pointed with govern-
ment MP Alex Doug-
las’s public opposition
to a proposed cruise
ship terminal on the
Gold Coast.

Mr Newman denied he
was gagging his MPs
from expressing dis-
senting views.

“We have a party room
process where all mem-
bers on my team know
they can speak up,” Mr
Newman told state par-
liament.

He said he was dis-
appointed to see Dr
Douglas, the member
for Gaven, speak out
against the cruise ship
terminal without rais-
ing his concerns with
him first.

“He not once told me
he was against it,” Mr
Newman said.

Mr Newman said Dr
Douglas had plenty of
time to raise his con-
cerns about the pro-
posal and he was dis-
appointed the member
for Gaven did not sup-
port the development.
The premier suggested
Dr Douglas was per-

haps not suited to be
on his team.

“If you want to be part of
this government team,
if you want to be on the
train taking Queensland
forward ... then we need
people who have the
courage to back impor-

tant decisions like the
Gold Coast cruise ship
terminal.

“It will create jobs.

“I would have thought
every Gold Coast mem-
ber - and | know all the
others do - would have
been right behind it.”

Coalition threatens car in-
dustry: Combet

THE federal coalition>s
lack of policy is threaten-
ing investment in Austra-
lia’s car making industry,
industry minister Greg
Combet says.

The sector was unques-
tionably the “bedrock” of
Australia’smanufacturing
industry, Mr Combet told
parliament during ques-
tion time on Wednesday.
Government support for
the industry was “vital’,
he said.

GM Holden has commit-
ted more than $1 billion
over the next 10 years
to keep building cars in
Australia in return for
$275 million in state and
federal funding.

Mr Combet told the house
that GM Holden chairman
and managing director
Mike Devereux said on

Tuesday that without
government assistance
there would be no car-
making industry in Aus-
tralia at all.

‘He also remarked that
comments by those in
the coalition creating un-
certainly about the future,
were creating significant
doubts about that invest-
ment,” Mr Combet said.
“‘What is the policy of
those opposite,” he
asked.

He said the coalition had
different policy positions
on the issue.

Mr Combet said Labor
supported the industry,
and the people in it, but
the coalition did not.

“All of their claims are
completely unbelievable
and are going to cost
people their jobs.”
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SMALL BUSINESS IN PARRAMAT-
TA LABOURING UNDER 11 NEW
REGULATIONS PER DAY

Joe Hockey and Liberal Candidate for Parramatta Martin

Zaiter

Businesses owners in
Parramatta have com-
plained about Labor’s
anti-business policies
during a meeting with
Shadow Treasurer Joe
Hockey and Liberal
Candidate for Parra-
matta Martin Zaiter on
Wednesday.

“We met with local
shopkeepers and not
surprisingly they are all
upset that Labor is in-
troducing 11 new busi-
ness regulations every
day - while they’re still
labouring under the
wealth-destroying car-
bon tax,” said Mr Zaiter.
“The Shadow Treasurer
said it’s a sad story he
hears widely and that
Parramatta businesses
owners are not unique
in the battle they face
just to keep operating.”
Mr Hockey and Mr Zai-
ter took the pulse of
local shopkeepers be-
fore joining a further
15 business owners
at a lunch at Oatlands
House in Parramatta.
“The event was part of
a listening tour to allow
local business people
to voice their concerns
to Mr Hockey, who we
believe will be the next
Treasurer after the
2013 federal election,”
Mr Zaiter said.

“Our local business
community greatly ap-

preciated the opportu-
nity to provide feedback
to Mr Hockey to inform
the Coalition’s ongoing
policy development.”
Mr Zaiter was critical
of Julie Owens the Lo-
cal Labor MP for not
standing up for busi-
ness owners in western
Sydney.

“Why is she silent on
the issues that are hurt-
ing our local economy?
“Ms Owens should be
banging on ministers’
doors in Canberra de-
manding a reduction
in red tape and an end
to the carbon tax. But
instead she’s silent on
the issues hurting her
own constituents.”

Mr Zaiter said he was
thankful to the Ilo-
cal business owners
for their input into the
meetings.

“It’s vitally important
that we put an end to
this disastrous Gillard-
led government and
end the waste and mis-
management,” Mr Zaiter
said.

“The Coalition has
strong pro-business
policies and will contin-
ue to engage with local
business people, who
are the backbone of our
economy and who cre-
ate jobs and prosperity
for the people of Parra-
matta.”

Gillard’s UN vote backdown to save her job

Pro-Palestine recognition MPs Anthony Abanese, Bob Carr, Julia Gillard and anti-recognition MPs Stephen Conroy, Bill Shorten and
Michael Danby. Source: The Daily Telegraph

JULIA Gillard’s lead-
ership came close to
collapse on tuesday
after cabinet refused to
back her policy to vote
against a UN resolution
on thursday to give
greater recognition to a
Palestinian state.

After initially snubbing
the majority view of
her cabinet colleagues
on Monday night, the
Prime Minister was
only convinced yester-
day morning to back
down when faced with
the threat of ministers
voting against her in
caucus.

It is believed to be the
first time since Bob
Hawke pushed ahead
with uranium mining at
Coronation Hill in 1991
that a PM had defied
recommendations from
cabinet.

Cabinet sources con-
firmed the PM was
forced into a desperate
backdown during cau-
cus on tuesday after re-
ported threats that For-
eign Minister Bob Carr
would vote against her
if it was put to a vote
on the floor - a prece-
dent which would have
forced his resignation.
The PM only warded

off a caucus blood-
bath by announcing a
compromise position
for Australia to abstain
from the UN vote. Her
spokesman said on
tuesday she did not
comment on caucus or
cabinet matters.

The forced shift in
Middle East policy has
stunned US and Israeli
officials who had be-
lieved Australia would
vote in lock-step with
them against the UN
resolution.

And it came largely
through pressure from
NSW Right MPs who
were more concerned a
no vote at the UN would
offend Middle East and
Muslim communities in
their fragile southwest
Sydney seats ahead of
the election.

It is believed up to 10
cabinet ministers, in-
cluding Mr Carr, Antho-
ny Albanese and Greg
Combet, spoke against
Ms Gillard’s position to
oppose a UN resolution
giving the Palestinian
territories non-member
observer status. Ms Gil-
lard also lost support
from the Labor National
Right, which also met
on Monday and refused

to be bound to a vote
in support of the Prime
Minister’s position.
Only two cabinet min-
isters, Victorian Right
faction leaders Bill
Shorten and Stephen
Conroy, are believed to
have supported her.

Mr Gillard is believed to
have argued that a UN
resolution to upgrade
the Palestinian status
to non-member observ-
er status could damage
an already fragile peace
process.

A ceasefire is now in
force between Palestin-
ian militants Hamas and
Israel after a 10 days of
conflict.

However, Mr Carr is
believed to have spent
an hour with Ms Gillard
before Monday night>s
cabinet meeting ex-
plaining the electoral
problems in Sydney
if Australia did not at
least abstain from the
vote, if not vote yes.
Senior Labor sources
said Ms Gillard’s lead-
ership had come “close
to the brink”.

“As it dawned on her
that she would be
in trouble numbers-
wise, it quickly came
a straight out defacto

leadership issue,” one
senior Labor MP said.
A senior minister said:
“‘She came as close
as she has ever come
to losing her job. She
could not have handled
this more poorly. She
had expected the Right
to lock in on it

“Her leadership would
have crumbled around
her.”

But Mr Carr denied
there had been threats
or pressure brought
to bear on Ms Gillard,
claiming that it was
common sense for Aus-
tralia to adopt a middle-
road approach to such
a polarising issue.

He said she had
“shaped the decision
and showed smart lead-
ership’.

“Australia strongly
supports a negotiated
two-state solution that
allows a secure Israel
to live side-by-side with
a secure and indepen-
dent future Palestinian
state,” Mr Carr said.
Pro-Israel Labor MP
Michael Danby, who
chairs a parliamentary
foreign affairs com-
mittee, was reportedly
among those angry at
the PM’s backflip.
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Julia Gillard knew all
along this was a slush
fund, says Tony Abbott

TONY Abbott today
called for a judicial in-
quiry into “the whole
squalid affair” of Julia
Gillard’s legal work for
union officials 20 years
ago.

Mr Abbott had earlier
accused Ms Gillard of
committing a crime but
did not specify what it
was.

The Opposition Lead-
er linked Ms Gillard to
trade union corruption.
He told Parliament Ms
Gillard could not be
relied on to deal with
union corruption when
“she has been engaged
in union corruption her-
self”.

Mr Abbott said he had
terms of reference
drawn up for an inquiry.
He told Parliament “she
knew all along this was
a slush fund.”

“This whole exercise
was a sham to facilitate
a fraud,” Mr Abbott said
in Parliament.

He said Ms Gillard had
terminated her rela-
tionship with boyfriend
Bruce Wilson in 1995
because she knew
something wrong had
been done, but she re-
mained silent.

“At the very least this is
conduct unbecoming,”
Mr Abbott said.

He claimed her asser-
tions had been lacking
truth and substance and
that she had been an in-
competent and untrust-
worthy Prime Minister.
And he linked Ms Gil-
lard to the allegations
against Health Services
Union former executive,
MP Craig Thomson and
former ALP president Mi-
chael Williamson. Both
are facing charges or
allegations of breached
rules in relation to use
of HSU funds.

The Prime Minister re-
plied accusing Mr Ab-
bott of basing his claims
of law breaking on a re-
port in Fairfax newspa-
pers this morning. She
told Parliament Fairfax
had twice this morning
corrected the report.

Ms Gillard said Mr Ab-
bott was a “rash man”
who had not bothered to
check facts before mak-
ing allegations.

“The Leader of the Op-
position, after all these
moths of smear, has an
opportunity to put up or
shut up and he cannot
do that,” she said.

“If the Leader of the Op-
position was a decent
man he would have
used his 15 minutes (of
a speech to Parliament)
to say he was wrong.”
She accused him of
“sleaze and smear” and
of “trying to make up al-
legations it doesn’t have
any evidence for”.

She said that the Oppo-
sition had “made things
up” and yet could not
say anything stronger
than she was guilty of
“conduct unbecoming”.
Ms Gillard drew a line
between what she said
was Mr Abbotit’s reli-
ance on a “dirt file”
and “a business model
based on fear” and his
capacity to form a gov-
ernment.

“Can anybody imagine
the Leader of the Oppo-
sition.. being the sort of
person who could care-
fully produce a health
policy... based on the
facts,” she said.

And she called for an
apology.

Parliament then re-
sumed Question Time
with Mr Abbott replacing
his deputy Julie Bishop
as the chief interrogator
of the Prime Minister.

PM introduces NDIS
bill to parliament

THE first stage of a
scheme promising Aus-
tralia’s disabled “the care
and support they need
over their lifetimes” has
been launched by Prime
Minister Julia Gillard.

Ms Gillard on Thursday
told parliament the Na-
tional Disability Insur-
ance Scheme (NDIS)
would transform the
lives of people with dis-
ability, their families and
carers.

Watched by about 60
disability advocates
from the public gallery,
who clapped and waved
at the end, Ms Gillard
was introducing a bill to
set up the NDIS.

The prime minister said
that every 30 minutes
on average someone in
Australia was diagnosed
with a significant disabil-
ity, but only the wealthy
could afford the neces-
sary costs of lifetime
care.

She said the current
system reacted to crisis
and meted out support
rationed by arbitrary
budget allocations, not
real human needs and it
must be replaced.

Ms Gillard said the legis-
lation was complex.

“Yet at its heart is a “very
simple moral insight:
disability can affect any
of us and therefore it af-
fects all of us,” she said.
The bill’s two main pur-
poses are to establish the
NDIS framework and set
up its Launch Transition
Agency, which will oper-
ate the first stage of the
scheme in five locations
around Australia starting
in July next year.

The first stage of the
scheme will cost $1 bil-
lion over four years.

The government is pro-
ceeding with care.

It will refer the bill to a
Senate committee for de-

tailed consideration and
continue public consul-
tations and work with the
states and territories.

It intends to put the final
version of the bill to a
vote next May.

The bill establishes the
objects and general prin-
ciples underpinning the
scheme, which Ms Gil-
lard said was “designed
to ensure that people
with disability can ac-
cess reasonable and
necessary supports, that
there is an assurance of
support over a person’s
lifetime, and that the
scheme remains sustain-
able over the long term”.
It sets out how the tran-
sition agency will oper-
ate and how people will
be able to access its ser-
vices.

Other parts of the bill
deal with NDIS gover-
nance, protection of per-
sonal information, rights
to review decisions and
how the scheme will in-
teract with other com-
pensatory bodies, such
as those involved with
motor vehicle and work-
place accidents.

The scheme will be re-
viewed after two years of
operation.

Ms Gillard said that
when the dry legal words
of the legislation were
translated into action,
the lives of thousands
of Australians would be
changed lastingly and
for the better.

She hailed the scheme
as “the greatest change
to Australian social poli-
cy in a generation”.

“The NDIS will stand
alongside the minimum
wage, the age pension,
Medicare and universal
superannuation as one
of the great Labor pillars
of social justice and op-
portunity for all Austra-
lians,” she said.

Union slams Qantas for
pulling job ads

A UNION has accused Qan-
tas of censorship after the
airline pulled a series of in-
flight advertisements pro-
moting jobs for Australians
in the mining sector.

But the airline says the ads
are “of a political nature”
and were pulled after being
mistakenly run for a day
on some Qantas domestic
flights.

The ads were commis-
sioned by the Construction
Forestry Mining and Energy
Union (CFMEU) and were
scheduled to be shown on
Qantas flights for a week.
The ads promote the
union’s “Let’s Spread It
Around” campaign high-
lighting that many skilled
Australians seeking work
in the mining sector were
missing out to overseas
workers.

CFMEU national secre-
tary Michael O’Connor on
Thursday condemned Qan-
tas’s decision, saying that
shutting down a point of
view in a legitimate public
debate was undemocratic
and an abuse of power.
“There is nothing remotely
controversial about these
commercials,” he said.

Mr O’Connor said the ads
simply made clear case
that there are two sides
to the resources boom,
something the overwhelm-

ing majority of Australians
would agree with.

“Given the way Qantas
management treat their
own staff, perhaps this
decision is not so surpris-
ing.”

Mr O’Connor said Qan-
tas locked out its 30,000
strong workforce last year
over a union campaign to
stop offshoring and out-
sourcing.

But a Qantas spokesman
said in a statement that the
airline’s in-flight advertis-
ing guidelines prevented
advertising of a political
nature.

“The advertisement was
screened in error. When the
error was identified the ad-
vertisement was removed,”
he said.

The ad shows Australian
workers saying they have
relevant skills but cannot
get jobs in the mining sec-
tor.

A voice-over is heard say-
ing: “There are two sides
to every story.

“The mining companies
are bringing in thousands
of temporary overseas
workers yet thousands of
Australians are looking for
mining jobs.

“The mining companies
don’t own the resource,
we all do. Let’s spread it
around.”

Fair deal promise may see rail,
ferry fare rises pulled back

THE state government
could forgo more than $60
million over the next three
years if it did not increase
fares by more than inflation.
The Independent Pricing
and Regulatory Tribunal on
Wednesday recommended
maximum fare rises of 3.6
per cent for CityRail tickets
and 4.8 per cent for Sydney
Ferries tickets from Janu-
ary. But the O>Farrell gov-
ernment has said it would
not increase public trans-

port fares by more than
inflation, which is at 2 per
cent, unless services had
clearly improved.

The tribunal said extra fare
increases were needed
if taxpayers were not to
shoulder too much of the
costs of running public
transport. Its chairman, Pe-
ter Boxall, said limiting in-
creases to inflation would
lead to an extra $62 million
of taxpayer subsidies over
three years.
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Julia Gillard gives Tony Abbott 15 minutes to
prove she ‘breached law’

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard has taken the un-
usual step of suspend-
ing question time in
parliament as soon as it
started, to demand Tony
Abbott substantiate his
claim that she breached
West Australian laws
when she was a lawyer
almost 20 years ago.

Ms Gillard said if the op-
position leader couldn’t
do so he should “unre-
servedly apologise”.

She said Australians were
“rightly sick of smear
and sleaze” concerning
the ongoing AWU affair.

The opposition agreed
to the prime minister’s
move.

Opposition manager of
business Christopher
Pyne said the coalition
was “more than happy”
to have an immediate de-
bate.

“If he cannot do so, to
unreservedly apologise,”
she said.

Mr Abbotit called for a
judicial inquiry into the
AWU affair in his state-
ment to parliament.

The Opposition Lead-
er called Ms Gillard a
“dodgy and unethical
lawyer” and said “there
has been unethical and
illegal conduct here” be
he stopped short of say-
ing Ms Gillard committed
a crime.

Instead he claimed the
illegal and unethical be-
haviour had in large part
been “facilitated” by Ms
Gillard who provided
legal advice for the in-
corporation of an asso-
ciation, she later called
a slush fund, for her then
boyfriend Bruce Wilson
and his bagman Ralph
Blewitt.

Earlier, Prime Minister Ju-
lia Gillard has launched a
“so what” defence over
the latest claims about
her conduct as a lawyer.
After new  excerpts

from her exit interview
from Slater and Gordon
emerged detailing a letter
she wrote arguing for an
association her then boy-
friend was establishing
which was later allegedly
defrauded, Ms Gillard
said the new information
backed her claims she
had done nothing wrong.
“So, the Prime Minister
wrote to the WA Commis-
sioner? So what? She
did what lawyers do. Act
on instruction. Provide
legal advice,”” a spokes-
woman said.

Opposition leader Tony
Abbott directs a ques-
tion to Julia Gillard dur-
ing Question Time in
the House of Represen-
tatives, Federal Parlia-
ment, Canberra. Picture:
Ray Strange

“So, the Prime Minister
can’t remember writing
one letter from 20 years
ago. So what? Lawyers
write thousands of let-
ters in their careers. And
what does the transcript
show? That the PM said
the association wasn’t a
union. So what? It obvi-
ously wasn'’t.

“In fact, the unredact-
ed transcript backs up
what the Prime Minister
has been saying. The
transcript supports the
Prime Minister’s account
that she had nothing to
do with the Association
once it was incorporated.
The transcript also sup-
ports the Prime Minis-
ter’s account that she
didn’t have anything to
do with setting up bank
accounts operated by
the Association.

“The Opposition’s central
claim goes to the Prime
Minister’s knowledge of
alleged fraud. The unre-
dacted transcript shows
those claims to be empty
and false.”

Ms Gillard’s defence
came after Opposition

Leader Tony Abbott
claimed she misled a
Corporate Affairs Com-
mission after the emer-
gence of new sections
of a transcript of her exit
interview from Slater and
Gordon.

Mr Abbott claimed the
revelation from the inter-
view that Ms Gillard wrote
to the WA Commissioner
for Corporate Affairs in
1992 arguing against the
authority’s view an AWU
Association set up by
her then boyfriend Bruce
Wilson and former union
bagman Ralph Blewitt
was ineligible for incor-
poration was unethical
and illegal.

Ms Gillard told Slater
and Gordon the AWU as-

sociation was a “slush
fund.”
She now says “slush

fund’ was an inaccurate
term and her spokesman
says she has “no recol-
lection of receiving or
sending the claimed cor-
respondence in this mat-
ter”.

Ms Gillard has main-
tained she had no knowl-
edge of the operation of
the association.

“It demonstrates that she
misled the West Austra-
lian Corporate Affairs
Commission and that is a
very serious matter,” Mr
Abbott said this morn-
ing.

“That would appear to
be in breach of the law.
So this is a very serious
matter and it is some-
thing that the Prime Min-
ister has been stonewall-
ing on for weeks, both
outside the Parliament
and this week inside the
Parliament.”

Mr Abbott accused Ms
Gillard of giving false in-
formation.

“Well, clearly on the basis
of the exit interview, the
documentary evidence of
the exit interview which

was done at the time all
of this information was
available before the file
disappeared out of the
West Australian Corpo-
rate Affairs Commission,
plainly on the document-
ed evidence of the un-
redacted transcript she
gave false information to
the West Australian au-
thorities,”” Mr Abbott told
Channel 9.

“Now, for a legal partner,
for a senior lawyer to
make false claims to an
important statutory body
like this is a very, very
serious matter. It is in
breach of the law, | would
think, and it is certainly
very, very unethical.”
Employment Minister Bill
Shorten, a former AWU
secretary who last week
said the Association was
unauthorised and inap-
propriate, this morning
defended Ms Gillard.

“l believe the PM,” he
said.

Tony Burke
says Joyce

Nationals Senate leader
Barnaby Joyce (pic) has
heaped praise on Envi-
ronment Minister Tony
Burke.

IN a rare moment of bipar-
tisanship during a heated
week in federal parlia-
ment, Nationals Senate
leader Barnaby Joyce has
heaped praise on Envi-
ronment Minister Tony
Burke.

Senator Joyce praised Mr
Burke for being “honour-
able” in their discussions
on the Murray-Darling Ba-
sin plan.

“It just goes to show that
when people say that there
is no agreement between
parties, that they’re con-
tinually negative, that the
only say no ... it doesn’t
stand the rigours of clos-
er investigation,” he told
reporters in Canberra on
Thursday.

“Because on crucial bits
of legislation we obvious-
ly do (agree).”

Senator Joyce said that all

‘honourable’,

deliberations between him
and the minister regard-
ing the plan had stayed
private.

“I know that he could not
give us everything we
would have wanted and |
understood that,” he said.
The lower house of par-
liament on Wednesday
paved the way for the
Murray-Darling Basin to
receive an extra A50 gi-
galitres of water for its ail-
ing ecosystem.

The extra water will be
acquired by improving
water efficiency on farms
and removing key river
constraints, like bridges
and weirs, that affect flow
throughout the basin.

The bill now needs to pass
the Senate.

MPs will debate a disal-
lowance motion to the
Murray-Darling Basin
plan, made law by Mr
Burke last week.

Labor and most of the co-
alition will vote against
the motion.

Dangerous heatwave heading to NSW

A heatwave is set to sweep
across parts of NSW in the
coming days, prompting a
warning about the poten-
tially fatal consequences
of spending too much time
in the sun.

Temperatures are expect-
ed to climb into the high
30s and low 40s in west-
ern NSW, western Sydney
and the lower Blue Moun-
tains over the weekend.
NSW Health says a heat-
wave in Sydney in 2011
was responsible for the
deaths of 96 people and
has urged people to keep
an eye out for vulnerable
members of the communi-
ty over the next few days.
“The heatwave that af-
fected Sydney in February
2011 ... is a stark reminder
that extreme heat pres-
ents a real and potentially
life-threatening risk,” said
NSW environmental health
medical adviser Richard

Broome.

Dr Broome said heat-relat-
ed illnesses could affect
anyone but certain groups
were particularly vulner-
able.

These included the over-
15s, infants and children,
people with a chronic med-
ical condition and people
who live alone, he said.
“Heat puts a lot of strain
on the body and can cause
dehydration, heat exhaus-
tion and heat stroke,” Dr
Broome said.

“It can also make under-
lying health conditions
worse.”

Dr Broome urged people
to take precautions during
the heatwave, including
drinking plenty of water,
and avoiding alcoholic or
sugary drinks.

He said people should also
minimise physical activity
and stay indoors during
the peak hours between

11am and 5pm.

Anyone showing signs of
heat-related illness - in-
cluding dizziness, fainting,
nausea, headaches and
loss of sweating - should
seek urgent medical atten-
tion, Dr Broome said.
Police are also warning
motorists about the dan-
gers of leaving children,
the elderly or pets unat-
tended in cars.

“There is one golden rule
which should never be
broken - never ever leave
babies, children, the elder-
ly or animals alone in a car
even if the air-conditioner
is on,” said NSW emergen-
cy operations controller
and acting deputy police
commissioner Mark Mur-
doch.

“It doesn’t take long for the
temperature inside the car
to soar, and for the effects
of the heat to take hold,”
Mr Murdoch said.
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michael.k@nationalre.com.au
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Yagoona Lebanese Bakery

Designer Bedro 0411 887 000

Fairfield Branch

14 Smart St - Fairfield NSW 2165
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the middie east

Established 1996,

Editor in Chief: Antonios Bourizk

Tel: 02 87648186

Fax :02 87648062

Email: ads@meherald.com.au- info@meherald.com.au

Spiritual Therapist
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| S| Al gy iliaie Gus jguas X
125 Showground Rd, Castle Hill - Mob:0421906377 - Phone:96596999
web:www.alaa.com.au - Email: info@alaa.com.au
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Connect with us on:

» Online

Qe

CLBOX jlea (3 ha (e B2 g 48 &
www.CLARPB.com 35 <Y1 ad sl e D jall & 5i8l) (10 5 38 Ao gane 520l 45S4) ) 4l

CLARAE

» iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch, Android
coming soon!

CLBOX

Alle de e 53 Y1 e Juai) Gayle e s ey all 5 ol mes i il 5 de gital) el jll ) il

Aburn

Zam Zam Market........co..oeouee.. (+61) 431-207 576
Adellaid

Persian Grocery...................... (+61) 884-438-599
Allawah

Billy Biz Solution..................e.. (+61)410103848
Belmore

ANNTV coovvessesesesssesssssssnsens (+61) 400466 484
IPTV Techheads (+61) 413240 342
Brisbane

Afshar Market ...........ccccoreeen. (+61) 738-477-396

UG w

Movies

Media Center

TV Series Pay-Per-View

-]
saalda

s 3 .
) 8y 99 oo el clasd gias | ) 50,000 o s pLiuyl
Picasa | L& SHOUTCast g1, YouTube e

\ees./

Canberra - Lyneham parammata Sydney
JAVE o1l | IV (+61)4 10060 100 Little Persia .......eeeeeeeseeeesenes (+61) 29630-1648  AVA Satelliten . (+61) 401-491-546
Geelong Perth
Nima Satelite........ororor. (+61)401729598  City Fresh Supermarket..... (+61) 892-275-659  SUPET SANElvvs (oAt e
Melbourne Perth Sartaj Gran Satellite... (+61) 423-631-129  Tech SOIUtIONS.....ocvrrsevrreen (+61) 402-666-555
Ishtar Persian Bazar. (+61)393-549-212  Osborne Park Perth

sid Satellite . (+61) 415406500 BUIONO-cr (+61) 0433008974
Austech Telecom.......o..evevenn. (+61) 410-514-439 .

Southport Gold coast Niavaran Market .................... (+61) 294771772
Bamyan Halal Butchers.d..... (+61) 397-932-636 Sara & Sevda Persian Supermarket (+61) 756 970014 . . .
Super Gulf..........ooevn. (+ 61)398-502-992 Thomastown Broadcasting Australia Satellite .....(+61)298912551
Nas Data Communication...(+61) 387-949-876 Professional system & network (+61) 452-233002 Sahibi Supermarket................ (+61)2-86777927

agentsupport@glarab.com (sl <l Jus )i 3 jnee 4y i 5 Ja b callall elail maes 3 GLBOX

856y mll suras s

Group of

COLDLINE

.com

www.GIlﬁKhB.com

Customer Service: Sales:
Tel: +1-416-202-6608

1-800-1989-1989

Tel: +1-604-293-1000
1-866-760-4000

Fax: 1-905-709-1910
email: info@glarab.com

10-11-0007
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