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MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

As  Victorians,
we live in one
of the country’s
most fire-prone
areas, so prepar-
ing for summer
means preparing
for fire.

All Victorians
need to be aware
of the dangers
of bushfires and
ensure they plan
well ahead of
time. Planning
and preparing for
fire is not just for
those who live in
bushfire-prone
areas - it’s also

for anyone who
plans to travel
through or near
those areas.

For those with

homes in or
around bush,
coastal scrub,

grass or pad-
docks — even if
you’re in an ur-
ban area — then
planning ahead
and preparing
your  property
are vital. Sub-
urban  homes,
even if they are
several kilome-
tres away from

risk areas, can
be vulnerable to
fire caused by
flying embers.

There are many
things you can
do right now to
get ready for
the fire season
and protect your
family.

Get a relocation
kit ready with
important docu-
ments and es-
sentials — mobile
phones, radios,
clothes and wa-

ter — so you are
ready when you
make the deci-
sion to leave the
area before a
fire.

Talk to your fam-
ily and others in
your life about
planning and
preparing for the
threat of fire.

If you have fam-
ily, friends or
neighbours who
might need as-
sistance leaving
early before a

fire, talk to them
about how you
could help.

Please remem-
ber that on hot,
dry windy days,
fires can start
and spread
quickly. Check
Fire Danger Rat-
ings and warn-
ings at cfa.vic.
govau. If you
are unsure, you
should leave.

If you are plan-
ning to travel
around our great

State during the
fire season, there
are precautions
that can be tak-
en to make your
journey safer.

Check the Fire
Danger Ratings
for the areas you
will be visiting
every day, on the
CFA’s website or
by downloading
the FireReady
smartphone
app, and listen
to local radio for
warnings  and
advice while you

are on the road.

I wish all Vic-
torians a won-
derful summer,
whether you’re
at home or trav-
elling around
experiencing
our State’s out-
standing sights
and attractions.

Be prepared and
stay safe.

Ted Baillieu
MLA
Premier
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TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686

MOB: 0417 949 650

it DLl 9)9 30ue 3130 udand | dusuge

—daind CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
L9 Registered Migration Agent
| MARN; 1174229
g == FORALL ENQUIRIES
| CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
i i) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O3 g Cfakeadiy daglaztlg 719 1 @l po dbatm) pgdd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@d yf ok JhaiW
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BLUESTAR

logistics
b
...ﬁhiﬁlﬁa}ﬂh Ll

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tet:(03) 9308 0880- Faux {03) 9308 0506
SYDNEY: BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE: PERTH:
101 Beenleigh Rl | 6 GeorseSireet | 68 NcDowed Street

Acici Ridee, b 4108 |Gaeea Fieks, 54 5107 Welshpeol Wa 6106
Te:(U7) 3344 1400 | Tok{08) 8280 GBGD | Te:(OF) D451 4766
Fac {07) 3344 7500 | Fac (08 8350 0044 | Fuc (08) 3451 6744

ok {02) 6787 9500
Fac [07) 9728 012

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

iy Ll TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciaton? Hs time for
change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.,

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indhiduals.

IPS (dad
& Security

Every IPS Security employes confributes fo our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for i.l?.’#"
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a varniety of h“ml R
positions all over the Melbowmne Metropolitan area. To be (S

suitabde fo join our team you must:
& Hold a first Aid certificate

- - -

- :nll:l :::.t Victorian rlﬁem:lﬂnt: Licence i:" ﬁﬂ'l‘!‘b‘
- ave ion, Comimi Loyalty - .
= Speak fluent English Jh ij Hh#
*  Hawve excellent presentation :nﬂ‘lii h'ﬁi
= Be reliable -
We hawve the following secunty positions available; JM‘L-' hwl
Crowd Control .
[Evenis) uu
® Ayailable 7 daysinights
Static posifions kdask
Patrol positions
We have full time, part i;“flem casual positions i B =
able.
Fmﬁ;usnpplmtsmednqtappw - Adgge ﬂ"‘?_?
Victoria Lisence Number: 774.201-10S -Jaall g dda
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627 Akl b Gukams

1 Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com.au r
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State Council of Victoria

8:30pm

La Mirage Reception
“Sapphire Ballroom”

Lots of Enfertainment
Lebanese & Western Music

Est. 1959
State Cou ncil of Victoria

Indépendence

of Lebanon

The World Lebanese Cultural Union

cordially invites you to celebrate

The Independence Day of Lebanon
Saturday 24" November 2012

210 Hume Highway Somerton
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Refugees to get $440 a fortnight

There is no room on Manus Island and Nauru for the thousands of
asylum seekers who have arrived since August 13. Picture: Clint De-
idenang Source: Supplied

THOUSANDS of asylum
seekers will effectively
be given welfare pay-
ments of about $440 a
fortnight to live in the
community while their
claims are processed be-
cause detention centres
are full.

The humiliating dump-
ing of threats to send
asylum seekers offshore
came as the federal gov-
ernment admitted that
Nauru, Manus Island and
Australia>s detention
centres were already at
capacity.

Since Labor came to pow-
er in 2007, 30,194 asy-
lum seekers have arrived
on Australia>s shores
aboard 5171 boats.
Yesterday>s backdown
was announced by Im-
migration Minister Chris
Bowen just hours before
the government suffered
an embarrassing defeat
in the Senate on asylum-
seeker policy. Coalition
and Greens MPs banded
together to defeat legis-
lation which would have
meant asylum seekers
already in the community
would have their bridg-
ing visas automatically
renewed.

The government also an-
nounced the reopening
of Pontville detention
centre in Tasmania and
a 300-bed expansion of
Melbourne>s  Immigra-
tion Transit Centre.

This decision emerged
as the government sent
the first 19 men, women

and children to Manus
Island and flew 100 asy-
lum seekers home to Sri
Lanka on an RAAF jet.
However, on the same
day almost 120 asylum
seekers left Australia,
the government revealed
almost 140 people had
arrived on two boats at
Christmas Island and Co-
cos Island.

Almost 17100 asylum
seekers have arrived
since the government
announced a return to
Manus Island and Nauru,
overwhelming the even-
tual capacity of 2100
beds between both cen-
tres.

Of 20 detention centres
in Australia, 14 are over
capacity.

Mr Bowen said the gov-
ernment would apply a
“no-advantage” test so
asylum seekers released
into the community
would have their claims
assessed in the same
time as if they had waited
in Indonesia or a refugee
camp.

Opposition immigration
spokesman Scoitt Mor-
rison said asylum seek-
ers released on bridging
visas would be on “hard-
wired welfare”’.

They will receive 89 per
cent of the applicable
Centrelink benefit and
will not have work rights
as they wait, potentially
for years, for refugee
claims to be processed.
“They won>t be able to
support themselves and

make a contribution to
the community,” he said.
“They will be put on the
taxpayer>s dollar. (Yes-
terday) was an admis-
sion of failure. (It was
also) a major concession
that the problem has al-
ready overwhelmed their
solution.

“The likelihood of be-
ing sent to Nauru was
already in the single dig-
its.”

An Immigration Depart-
ment spokesman said
vulnerable asylum seek-
ers would qualify for the
payments while the de-
partment expected some
people would be support-
ed by family or through
other means while living
in the community.
However, the government
expects many would
qualify for the payments.
Asylum seekers will also
have access to free basic
health care.

More than 16,600 asy-
lum seekers have arrived
since the government
announced its first ex-
pansion of bridging visa
releases last November.
Mr Bowen said asylum
seekers could wait years,
either in the community
or in offshore camps,
for their claims to be as-
sessed in order to reflect
waiting times in refugee
camps.

“The no-advantage test
will mean that people will
wait for a very substan-
tial period,” he said.
“Could it be five years?
Yes it could.”

Mr Bowen said the gov-
ernment would not react
to claims from Amnesty
International and refugee
groups that conditions in
Nauru were “appalling”,
saying the government
had to make hard deci-
sions to stop the boats.
Greens Leader Christine
Milne said the govern-
ment was attempting to
be “more extreme than
John Howard”.

Govt seeks fair tax from multi-
nationals lum boats

THE federal government has
released proposed legisla-
tion aimed at ensuring multi-
national companies pay their
fair share of tax on profits
made in Australia.

Releasing an exposure draft
of proposed amendments to
reform transfer pricing laws
on Thursday, Assistant Trea-
surer David Bradbury said
these will help protect Aus-
tralia’s tax base.

“Australia’s transfer pricing
rules play an important role
to ensure that multi-national
firms pay their fair share of
tax on profits in Australia
- based on an amount of in-
come which reflects the eco-
nomic activity attributable to
Australia,” Mr Bradbury told
a conference in Sydney.

He said these reforms will
align domestic law with inter-
national best practice, while
improving the integrity and
efficiency of the tax system.
“If enormous multi-national
corporations aren’t paying
their fair share of tax on eco-
nomic activity in Australia,
then that’s not fair game,”
Mr Bradbury told the Institute
of Chartered Accountants
Australia national tax confer-
ence.

Mr Bradbury gave a few ex-
amples where big companies
make big profits, including in
Australia, but pay relatively
little tax.

Google Australia paid just
over $181,000 in tax, when it
has been estimated its annu-
al advertising revenue from
Australia is more than $1 bil-
lion-a-year, with Australian
firms buying their advertis-
ing from an Irish subsidiary
of Google.

“I am not suggesting that
these companies are in
breach of the law as it
stands,” Mr Bradbury said.
Tax counsel at the institute,
Paul Stacey, said ensuring
Australia’s transfer pricing
rules accord with current
best practice is part of the
answer to meeting the na-
tion’s increasing expenditure

needs.

While welcoming what is
the second tranche of the
transfer pricing reforms, he
stressed that going it alone
is not the answer.

“If Australia is going to revise
our approach to taxing multi-

nationals, we need the buy-
in of our international trad-
ing partners - going alone is
not the answer,” he said in a
statement.

Submissions on the expo-
sure draft legislation close
on December 20.

Govt monitors social me-
dia conversations

THE Australian govern-
ment is developing new
software to monitor citi-
zens’ social media con-
versations.

The purpose of one tool,
called Emergency Situ-
ational Awareness (ESA),
is to give emergency ser-
vices early warning about
disasters.

It’s taken the Common-
wealth Scientific and In-
dustrial Research Organi-
sation (CSIRO,) three years
to develop and is being
trialled by the Defence De-
partment, the Queensland
government and Geosci-
ence Australia.

ESA works by mining
publicly available Twitter
profiles to detect clusters
of tweeted words such as
“fire”, “earthquake” or
“storm”, and then passing
that information to emer-
gency authorities.

In August, the technology
helped detect a grass fire
near Cloncurry Hospital,
in outback Queensland,
before any triple zero calls
were received.

“People who were driving
past on the highway, al-
beit from a distance, were
tweeting about it,” Arwen
Cross, CSIRO’s communi-
cations adviser told AAP.
“And that happened be-
fore anyone thought to
ring the fire brigade.

“It basically meant they
could start looking at
whether they needed to
evacuate the hospital 20
minutes earlier than they
would have if they’d been
waiting for a phone call.”
ESA also detected the fa-

tal train crash at Dande-
nong South, Melbourne,
on November 3.

CSIRO is developing
a second social media
monitoring tool, called
Vizie, which may have far
broader political implica-
tions.

The software detects and
monitors conversation
topics - including those
which may be politically
sensitive - across a range
of websites.

One of the lead scientists
working on Vizie envis-
ages the software being
used by government de-
partments to receive feed-
back.

But CSIRO admits it also
has a political dimension
and could be used for
public relations purposes.
Vizie differs from tradi-
tional media monitoring
tools because it allows
government departments
to respond to users.

The tool could also end
up being offered to pri-
vate companies for brand
monitoring.

It’s being trialled by the
federal government’s De-
partment of Human Ser-
vices, among others, and
has also been in develop-
ment for three years.

It is not yet clear when
either tool may be in full
service.

Ms Cross says both Vi-
Zie and ESA only monitor
publicly available conver-
sations.

“When you send out a
tweet you know that the
world is going to read it,”
she added.
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Robertson urges suspen-
sion of coal licences

John Robertson ... he has offered bipartisan support for legisla-
tion if it is required. Photo: James Alcock

The NSW Opposition
Leader, John Robertson,
is calling on the state
government to suspend
coal licences issued by
the former Labor minis-
ter lan Macdonald that
are the subject of in-
vestigations by the In-
dependent Commission
Against Corruption.

The commission is ex-
amining the issuing of Ii-
cences by Mr Macdonald
at Mount Penny, Glen-
don Brook and Yarrawa
in the Bylong Valley and
Doyles Creek as part of
what it has described as
the largest corruption in-
vestigation in its history.
It has heard that the fam-
ily of another former
Labor minister, Eddie
Obeid, stood to gain as
much as $100 million
from the issuing of the
Bylong Valley licences,
and it is due to examine
the circumstances sur-
rounding the issuing of
the Doyles Creek licence
next year.

Last week, following
evidence given during
public hearings at the
ICAC, the Greens MP
Jeremy Buckingham
called for the Resourc-
es and Energy Minister,
Chris Hartcher, to con-
sider legislation to sus-
pend the Mount Penny

licence.

Advertisement

Mr Buckingham said he
would introduce a mo-
tion calling on the NSW
government to suspend
the licence.

Under the Mining Act,
a licence may be sus-
pended or terminated if
it can be shown it can
be proven the licence
holder “provided false
or misleading informa-
tion” to the authority
that awarded it.

Mr Buckingham said the
evidence presented to
the commission regard-
ing the Mount Penny li-
cence gave Mr Hartcher
“cause to believe that
false and misleading in-
formation is associated
with the licence applica-
tion”.

Mr Robertson wants to
go a step further and
also suspend Doyles
Creek. He has offered bi-
partisan support for leg-
islation if it is required.
He has written to the
Premier, Barry O’Farrell,
making the offer today.
“We want to make sure
that no one can benefit
or profit from these li-
cences and the way they
have been issued until
the ICAC has reached its
conclusions,” Mr Rob-
ertson said.

Rudd would be PM if not for Abbott. Howard

Former PM John Howard (pic) says Tony Abbott’s rise to leader-
ship led to Labor dumping Kevin Rudd.

KEVIN Rudd would still be
prime minister if not for
Tony Abbott’s rise to the
Liberal Party leadership,
according to John How-
ard.

Mr Howard, Australia’s
second-longest-serving
prime minister, said Mr
Rudd was “spooked”
by Mr Abboit on climate
change, his poll ratings
dropped, and his own
party - spooked by that -
installed Julia Gillard in

his place.
“If Abbott had not been
elected (Liberal) leader

before the last election,
Rudd would never have
been thrown out by the
Labor Party,” Mr Howard
said.

“And Rudd would have
won the last election with
a majority in his own
right.

“Instead of Julia Gillard
he would still be prime
minister of Australia.”

Mr Howard believes Mr
Abbott will win next year’s
election and make an ex-
cellent prime minister.
Bob Hawke, however,
thinks Mr Abbott is a liabil-
ity for the Liberals and Ms
Gillard is still a chance.
“Three months ago |
wouldn’t have considered
a bet on Labor,” said the
party’s  longest-serving
prime minister.

“But now we’re moving
towards a situation where
with reasonable odds it
would be an intelligent
proposition to think about
it”

Asked if Mr Abbott was
the best thing going for
Labor, Mr Hawke said:
“I hope they don’t swap
him. The polls show Tony
is not a plus for the con-
servative forces. There’s
an increasing rejection of
Tony.”

Mr Howard and Mr Hawke
traded a few jocular jibes
when they appeared to-
gether at a sold-out fund-
raiser for the Lifeline char-
ity in Sydney on Tuesday.
Asked by moderator Ray
Martin to nominate Aus-
tralia’s greatest leaders,
other than themselves, Mr
Hawke chose wartime La-
bor prime minister John
Curtin.

When Mr Howard predict-
ably named Liberal Sir
Robert Menzies, Mr Hawke
asked: “Why did they
throw him out? ” To which
Mr Howard responded:
“Your mob threw you
out”

Asked if he was surprised
that Mr Howard hadn’t
changed his opposition to
gay marriage, Mr Hawke
replied: “No. He’s not a
bad bloke, but he’s a real
bloody conservative.”

Mr Howard said the next
election would produce a
“clear-cut result” with no
repetition of a hung par-
liament.

He said Ms Gillard was
handicapped by a lack
of authority because she
had replaced an elected
prime minister in unusual
circumstances, then failed
to win an election in her

own right.

But Mr Hawke countered
that Ms Gillard had a sig-
nificant legislative record
in difficult circumstances,
and people were starting
to respond to her “enor-
mous guts and determina-
tion”.

Asked to nominate their
own greatest achieve-
ments, Mr Hawke opted for
bringing a “riven” coun-
try together again in the
1980s, while Mr Howard
went for leading Austra-
lia into greater prosperity,
strength and pride in the
1990s and beyond.

Their 900-strong audi-

ence included Malcolm
Turnbull, the man Mr Ab-
bott deposed as Liberal
leader and who appeared
on ABC TV’s Q&A with Mr
Rudd the previous night.

Predictably, the pair
tagged “RuddBull” by a
Q&A Twitter follower had
discussed losing the lead-
ership of their respective

parties.
Their appearances
prompted Mr Abbott to re-

mark: “Malcolm will be a
senior minister in the next
coalition government.
Kevin Rudd is on the out-
er, as long as Julia Gillard
is the prime minister.”

Deadline set for free trade deal: Gillard

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard says an October 2013
deadline has been set for
talks on a new free-trade
deal for the Asia-Pacific
region.

Ms Gillard met with US
President Barack Obama
and nine other regional
leaders at the East Asia
Summit (EAS) in Cambo-
dia on Tuesday to discuss
the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (TPP).

The prime minister said
the 11 nation members
had resolved to finalise
negotiations by October
for the trade deal for the
area, which generates 30
per cent of the world’s
economic output.

“We had very constructive
discussions,” Ms Gillard
told reporters in Phnom
Penh.

“This is an important eco-
nomic arrangement for
our nation.”

Trade Minister Craig Em-
erson said it was now in
the hands of trade minis-
ters to conclude the deal.

He said President Obama
had made it clear he
“wants to get it done”.

“It would be good news
for Australia,” Dr Emer-
son said.

The TPP includes the US,
Australia, New Zealand,
Singapore, Brunei, Chile,
Peru, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Mexico and Canada.

Meanwhile, EAS leaders
are expected to announce,
in their final communique
on Tuesday, talks will start
on another economic pact
known as the Regional
Comprehensive Econom-
ic Partnership.

The pact will be based on
existing trade deals in the
region, including the free-
trade agreement between
Australia, New Zealand
and the 10 ASEAN na-
tions.

Trade officials are keen
to conclude the talks by
2015, with the ambition of
creating an Asia-Pacific
free trade zone in the long
term.

Ms Gillard plans to meet
with Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao and Thai Prime
Minister Yingluck Shina-
watra on the sidelines of
the summit.

She has announced Aus-
tralia will fund a $50 mil-
lion program to combat
people trafficking in Cam-
bodia, Indonesia, Lao
PDR, Myanmar (Burma),
the Philippines, Thailand
and Vietnam.

The summit agenda is
broad-ranging, with dis-
cussions on resolving
territorial disputes in the
South China Sea, improv-
ing health particularly in
regard to malaria, and
tackling nuclear weapons
proliferation.
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Gillard and Obama discuss

Middle East

PM Julia Gillard has discussed the crisis in the Middle East with
US President Barack Obama.

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard has discussed the
crisis in the Middle East
with US President Barack
Obama and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu.

As Australia prepares to
take up its seat on the
United Nations security
council (UNSC) from Jan-
uary, Ms Gillard held infor-
mal talks with Mr Obama
at a dinner to open the
East Asia Summit (EAS)
in the Cambodian capital
Phnom Penh on Monday
night.

She said the Middle East
issue was raised during
a “wide-ranging discus-
sion” during which Mr
Obama congratulated her
on Australia’s UNSC elec-
tion, and she congratu-
lated him on his recent
re-election.

“We had the opportunity
to talk about issues that
are on the agenda for the
East Asia Summit, as well
as circumstances in the
Middle East,” Ms Gillard
told reporters in Phnom
Penh on Tuesday.

Ms Gillard also said she
had spoken with Mr Ne-
tanyahu on the telephone
last Friday.

“I made the points very
clearly to him then that we
absolutely condemn as a
government the rocket at-
tacks from Gaza into Isra-
el and they must cease,”
she said.

“Israel has the right to de-
fend itself ... but we would
want to see de-escalation
and we would want people
to act with restraint.”

She said since that dis-
cussion there had been
more tension in the Middle
East region.

“We welcome the fact that
the USA, Egypt, the UN
secretary general are now
active in trying to manage
these issues,” Ms Gillard
said.

Meanwhile, asked if Mr
Obama had given her tips
on how to beat a conserva-
tive party, Ms Gillard said:
“We will get about doing
that in our own way.”

The Australian federal
election is due to be held
in late 2013.

Bowen admits big increase in asylum boats

IMMIGRATION Minister
Chris Bowen has reject-
ed criticism the govern-
ment is losing the fight
against people smug-
glers.

Mr Bowen on Wednes-
day declared all asylum
seekers who arrive in
Australia by boat will be
denied permanent pro-
tection visas for up to
five years even if they
are found to be genuine
refugees and regardless
of whether their claims
are processed in Aus-
tralia, Nauru or Manus
Island in Papua New
Guinea.

However, he conceded
that more than 17500
people had arrived
in the three months
since Labor adopted its
tougher policies, which
were intended to “break
the people smugglers>
business model’.

“‘We>ve seen a big in-
crease in arrivals, par-
ticularly from Sri Lan-

ka,” he told ABC radio
on Thursday.

That was why the gov-
ernment was implement-
ing tough policies like
offshore processing.
Despite the rising num-
ber of boat arrivals, Mr
Bowen “completely re-
jected” suggestions the
government was fail-
ing in its bid to break
the people smugglers>
trade.

“I do not accept your
characterisation one
little bit,” he said.

The minister has an-
nounced that more
asylum seekers will be
allowed into the com-
munity on  “rolling”
bridging visas.

They will have no work
rights and only limited
accommodation and fi-
nancial support.

Mr Bowen admitted it
was unrealistic to send
all would-be refugees
to offshore processing
centres, given the high

Taxpayers don’t fund Kane, Gillard says

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard says taxpayers are not
covering the cost of her
partner Tim Mathieson’s
son, who is holidaying in
Cambodia.

Kane  Mathieson, 32,
joined Ms Gillard and Mr

Mathieson on one official
event on Monday - pay-
ing respects to the late
King Sihanouk, who is ly-
ing in state in Phnom Penh
- ahead of the East Asia
Summit.

But Ms Gillard said Kane

was on a “private visit” to
Cambodia.

“He>s been here for some
time. Of course, because
Tim is here in Cambodia
and he is taking the oppor-
tunity to catch up with his
son,” she said.

“He is on a private visit. He
did not travel with us.”
She said Kane also had his
own accommodation.

The prime minister and Mr
Mathieson are staying at
the historic Raffles Hotel
in Phnom Penh.

number of arrivals.

“The population of Nau-
ru in total is 9000,” he
said.

“l>m not sure if the Lib-
eral party would sug-
gest they-re going to
have 9000 people pro-
cessed on Nauru and
double the population
of Nauru.”

Human rights commis-
sioner Gillian Triggs
says the government>s
expert advisory panel on
asylum seekers, headed
by former defence chief
Angus Houston, which
recommended a return
to offshore process-
ing, has taken Austra-
lia down a very wrong
path.

Before  implementing
the panel>s recommen-
dations the government
had managed the arrival
of asylum seekers, pro-
cessing their claims and
moving them quietly
into the community, she
said.

“Since August 13 we
have a situation which
is significantly worse
than this,” she told ABC
radio, adding that many
thousands of people
were being held with-
out assessment of their
claims.

“Apparently indefinitely
in a way that | believe
runs a risk of being in

serious breach of inter-
national law.”

Professor Triggs ac-
knowledged she had
limited power to change
the situation.

“My capacities are for
the commission to re-
view complaints and for
me to speak out pub-
licly as an advocate for
government compliance
with human rights stan-
dards,” she said.

“That is admittedly not a
very strong or enforce-
able role but I do believe
that the government and
the public will start to
listen.”

Opposition border pro-
tection spokesman
Michael Keenan said
Labor had lost all cred-
ibility when it came to
its policies on asylum
seekers.

“The government has
made so many an-
nouncements, they>ve
had so many backflips
. that when they say
they>re actually going to
do something, nobody
takes them seriously,”
he told Sky News.
“About three months
ago they were saying
that if you came to Aus-
tralia you were going to
be processed offshore
(and) they>ve aban-
doned that policy yes-
terday.”
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Australia winds up Timor
security mission

AUSTRALIA has quietly
ended its military mission
in East Timor, with the
flag officially lowered on
the 13-year deployment
at a ceremony in Dili.

The deployment officially
ends on Thursday, al-
though Australianperson-
nel will remain through to
April next year to return
equipment to Australia,
close bases and return
property and buildings
to the East Timor govern-
ment

Australia will maintain
an ongoing defence re-
lationship by way of the
Defence Cooperation
Program. As well, Austra-
lian Federal Police (AFP)
will continue to support
local police.

Australia first deployed
troops into East Timor in
1999, with 400 remaining
under the United Nations
International Stabilisation
Force (ISF).

The ISF was formed in
2006 after widespread
civil unrest, which
prompted the East Timor
government to invite
Australian and interna-
tional forces to return to
restore order.

Defence force chief Gen-

eral David Hurley said the
ISF would cease security
operations and begin re-
turning equipment and
personnel to Australia
and New Zealand.

“For more than six years
the International Stabi-
lisation Force has pro-
vided security to our
close neighbour and
good friend,” he told sol-
diers parading in Dili on
Wednesday.

“‘We have witnessed the
successful conduct of
national elections, the
formation of a new gov-
ernment and we celebrat-
ed the 10th anniversary
of the restoration of inde-
pendence. Each of these
demonstrates marked
progress.”

East Timor Prime Minister
Xanana Gusmao thanked
the departing soldiers on
behalf of his government
and people.

“As a result we now look
to the future with opti-
mism and hope,” he said.
“The departure of the ISF
also represents a new
stage for our nation in
which we must take re-
sponsibility over our own
security and for the future
of our country.”

lan Macdonald given economic warnings
over Bylong land releases, ICAC hears

lan Macdonald is facing ICAC. Picture: John Grainger Source:

The Daily Telegraph

IAN Macdonald wanted to
rush the release of land in
the Bylong area for mining
exploration despite his de-
partment warning it would
be economically irrespon-
sible.

Brad Mullard, a senior of-
ficer with the Department
of Primary Industries, told
the former Labor minister
during a 2008 meeting that
areas marked for mining
should not be released un-
til months of further explo-
ration had been done.
Giving evidence at the In-
dependent  Commission
Against Corruption this
morning, Mr Mullard agreed
he was “firmly against”
the release of the land on
Mr Macdonald’s preferred
timetable because it would
cost tax payers money.

‘I was arguing that the area
should not be released un-
til further exploration and
the minister was wanting to
know how long that would
take and we were advising

that would take quite a con-
siderable period of time,”
Mr Mullard told ICAC.

“It would result in economic
loss to the state,” he said.
Mr Mullard is the executive
director mineral resources
in the Department of Pri-
mary Industries.

During the meetings in
June 2008 when he was
acting for Alan Coultts, for-
mer deputy director-gener-
al at the Department of Pri-
mary Industries, who was
on leave.

His advice was put into a
draft briefing note which
was forwarded to the min-
ister’s office.

Mr Macdonald then in-
structed the Bylong area,
including Mt Penny, to be
opened, ICAC heard.

ICAC is investigating accu-
sations former primary in-
dustries minister lan Mac-
donald rigged the tender
process to place the Obeid
family in a position to make
a profit of $100 million.

Community workers to get payrise

NSW  Premier Barry
O’Farrell has announced
the state government
will contribute $1 bil-
lion to fund pay rises
for 27,000 community
services workers under
changes dictated earlier
this year by Fair Work
Australia (FWA).

Mr O’Farrell said today
that under the state’s
commitment, thousands
of workers employed by
1400 non-government
organisations would
receive pay rises of be-
tween 23 and 45 per
cent over the next 10

NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell has announced the state government will

contribute $1 billion to fund pay rises for 21,000 community services

workers. Source: The Daily Telegraph

years.
Fair Work Australia in

February handed down
its landmark decision

to award equal pay for
those in the social and
community services
sector, with the com-
monwealth so far pledg-
ing $2.8 billion nation-
ally to the increase.
“The NSW government
has consistently said
that we will pay our fair
share of the wage in-
crease, and the NSW
government has stood
by that commitment,”
Mr O’Farrell told report-
ers in Sydney.

The first of the pay rises
will take affect from De-
cember 1.

Budget may delay my poli-

cies: Abbotit

Tony Abbott says a coalition government won’t be able to enact
all its policies straight away. Source: AAP

OPPOSITION Leader Tony
Abbott has warned the co-
alition might not be able
immediately to introduce
some policies and repeal
others, such as means
testing of the private
health insurance rebate,
because of budget con-
straints.

Mr Abbott told business
leaders in Perth on Thurs-
day the budget had gone
from surpluses of one per
cent-plus of gross domes-
tic product to deficits of
three per cent-plus.

“So there are lots of things
a coalition government
would like to do, but the
fiscal reality is we won’t
be able to do all of them
straight away,” he said.
“We have support for
private health insurance
in our DNA, and we will
restore the policies we
know will work,” he said
in response to a question
from the audience.

In his speech, he laid out
the vision of a coalition
government that would
emphasise development.
“l would like to be, should
I get the chance, a prime
minister that revels in
seeing cranes over our
cities, who revels seeing
bulldozers at work and
who revels in seeing wa-
ter coming from where it
flows to where it’s need-
ed,” he said.

He reiterated that tax re-
form would start with re-
pealing the carbon and

mining taxes.

“These two taxes which
impact so disproportion-
ately on a resource-rich,
energy-intensive state as
this one will be gone,” he
said.

“There is no country on
earth that has ever taxed
its way to prosperity.”

A coalition government
would aim to boost labour
force participation and
productivity, restore the
Australian Building and
Construction = Commis-
sion, and address flexibil-
ity and militancy problems
in the workforce.

One of its early acts would
be to ensure union offi-
cials were subject to the
same penalties as compa-
ny directors if they broke
the same laws.

“There will be, if | may say
so, a level playing field
among wrongdoers,” he
said.

A coalition government
would live within its
means, cut red tape and
have a deeper engage-
ment with Asia.

He agreed with a question-
er that the world remained
difficult and dangerous in
many places.

“‘But) if we keep our
economy strong we will
be able to afford the mili-
tary hardware, the armed
forces that we need to
play our part in defending
our country and in work-
ing with our allies towards
a better world.”
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