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ROOKWOOD CEME TERY SE T FOR EXPANSION

Council has facilitated the
expansion of the Rook-
wood Cemetery by clos-
ing Weeroona Road re-
serve between East Street
and the western property
boundary of Strathfield
Golf Course.

This will allow the consoli-
dation of the southernmost
section of the Necropolis
Trust land and facilitate
the cemetery expansion
for future Muslim burials.
The closure of Weeroona
Road reserve is seen as
critical to the effective ex-
pansion of the cemetery.
Auburn Mayor Ned At
tie said the southernmost
section of the Necropolis
Trust land had long been
identified as a priority for
development to facilitate
future Muslim burials, with
other expansions also
considered for all denomi-
nations in the future.

“I am proud to announce
the changes and it shows
that Auburn City Council
is committed to working
for the viability and pro-
gression of Rookwood

Caption: (I-r) Auburn Mayor, CIr Ned Attie, recently visited Rookwood Cemetery with Auburn City
Council Director of Works and Services, Paul Donovan and Properties Manager Tony Goncalves for a
firsthand look at the expansion site.

Cemetery”, he said.

“It is an eclectic resting
place that is treasured
because of its mix of reli-
gions and historical sig-
nificance.

“It is strongly supported
by the local community,
including people of all
faiths and the denomina-
tional trusts, which are re-
sponsible for the care and
maintenance of the sepa-

rate burial sections within
the Rookwood boundary.”
Rookwood Cemetery (offi-
cially Rookwood Necropo-
lis) is the largest operating
Victorian-era cemetery
worldwide and has signifi-
cant historical importance.

Rookwood is also the larg-
est multicultural necropo-
lis in the southern hemi-
sphere, covering an area

of over 300 hectares, with
an estimated one million
burials.

Rookwood Cemetery is a
popular tourist attraction
with an outstanding array
of sights and structures.
It is open all year round
to the public seven days
a week (6am — 9pm from
1 October until 31 March
and 6éam — 1pm from 1
April — 30 September).
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TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686

MOB: 0417 949 650

it DLl 9)9 30ue 3130 udand | dusuge

—daind CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
L9 Registered Migration Agent
| MARN; 1174229
g == FORALL ENQUIRIES
| CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
i i) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O3 g Cfakeadiy daglaztlg 719 1 @l po dbatm) pgdd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@d yf ok JhaiW
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BLUESTAR

logistics
b
...ﬁhiﬁlﬁa}ﬂh Ll

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tet:(03) 9308 0880- Faux {03) 9308 0506
SYDNEY: BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE: PERTH:
101 Beenleigh Rl | 6 GeorseSireet | 68 NcDowed Street

Acici Ridee, b 4108 |Gaeea Fieks, 54 5107 Welshpeol Wa 6106
Te:(U7) 3344 1400 | Tok{08) 8280 GBGD | Te:(OF) D451 4766
Fac {07) 3344 7500 | Fac (08 8350 0044 | Fuc (08) 3451 6744

ok {02) 6787 9500
Fac [07) 9728 012

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

iy Ll TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciaton? Hs time for
change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.,

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indhiduals.

IPS (dad
& Security

Every IPS Security employes confributes fo our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for i.l?.’#"
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a varniety of h“ml R
positions all over the Melbowmne Metropolitan area. To be (S

suitabde fo join our team you must:
& Hold a first Aid certificate

- - -

- :nll:l :::.t Victorian rlﬁem:lﬂnt: Licence i:" ﬁﬂ'l‘!‘b‘
- ave ion, Comimi Loyalty - .
= Speak fluent English Jh ij Hh#
*  Hawve excellent presentation :nﬂ‘lii h'ﬁi
= Be reliable -
We hawve the following secunty positions available; JM‘L-' hwl
Crowd Control .
[Evenis) uu
® Ayailable 7 daysinights
Static posifions kdask
Patrol positions
We have full time, part i;“flem casual positions i B =
able.
Fmﬁ;usnpplmtsmednqtappw - Adgge ﬂ"‘?_?
Victoria Lisence Number: 774.201-10S -Jaall g dda
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627 Akl b Gukams

1 Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com.au r
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'Where Do We Go Now'

A group of Lebanese women try to ease
religious tensions between Christians and
Muslims in their village. Set in a remote village
where the church and the mosque stand side by
side, Where Do We Go Now? follows the antics of
the town's women to keep their blowhard men
from starting a religious war. Women heartsick
over sons, husbands and fathers lost to previous
K flare-ups unite to distract their men with clever
ruses, from faking a miracle to hiring a troop of
Ukrainian strippers.

Time: Sunday 11 November 4:30 pm

'Taxi Balad'

Taxi Ballad is a glimpse into the everyday life of the
Lebanese in general, and Beirutis in particular.
Adapted from Daniel Joseph's first film, Blood Taxi,
the 32-year-old director altered the original script
involving vampires and murderers to create a dark
comedy that viewers of all ages could identify with.
The portrait-style film revolves around Youssef (played
by Talal Jurdi), a 36-year-old man who finds himself
driving a taxi in Beirut as he waits for a US visa (or some
other unspecified event) to come through. Taxi Ballad is
a joy to watch. Joseph does a fantastic job of introducing
our beloved capital to those intrigued by its puzzling
dichotomies.

Monday 12" November 7:30 pm

Location: Northland Shopping Centre - Hoyts
50 Murray Rd-Northland Shopping Centre
Preston 3072 VIC

Ticket Price:
$15 per person for one night, or two nights for $25

To book contact: info@lebanesefilmfestival.com
Mobile Contact: Eddy 0421 414 870

More movie information can be found at :
www.lebanesefilmfestival.com

Est. 1959 ’
State Council of Victoria

The

Independence
Day
of Lebanon
2012

The World Lebanese Cultural Union
State Council of Victoria
cordially invites you to celebrate

The Independence Day of Lebanon
Saturday 24" November 2012
8:30pm

La Mirage Reception
“Sapphire Ballroom”
210 Hume Highway Somerton

Lots of Entertainment
Lebanese & Western Music
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His Excellency

Y iy

for

Tel : (02) 9709 80 81
Ticket: $250

it 2 ALail < ha

Ph: (02) 9790 88 48
Mob: 0411 349 265

Mob: 0414 586 868

Under the patronage of

e George Bitar Ghanem
Consul General of Lebanon in Sydney

The Consulate General of Lebanon in Sydney
Is delighted to invite you

“DINNER”

(Including Food & Wine & Light Music)
Please Reserve by Monday 18 November 2012

pra Al Cile 50 g Clilay e eldal) 138 au ) 3 g2y

Donations and Proceeds from the sales of Tickets will be used
Towards the repair of the Consulate’s residence in Sydney

Edward Tabet OR Bassam Dekkan OR Fadi Zreika
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Abbott sticks to carbon tax

message

OPPOSITION Leader
Tony Abbott says re-
pealing the carbon tax
remains his first prior-
ity, despite the coali-
tion’s vote slipping in
recent polls.

The Ilatest Newspoll
puts Labor and the
coalition at 50 per
cent each in two-party
terms, with Julia Gil-
lard leading Mr Abbott
A5-34 as preferred
prime minister.

Many political analysts
say voters have be-
come much less wor-
ried about the impact
of the carbon tax al-
most four months after
its introduction.

Since late August,
polls have shown the
coalition’s stocks slip-
ping from highs just
after the carbon tax
was announced, and

Mr Abbott's personal
rating on the wane.

Mr Abbott, who vis-
ited a manufacturer in
Canberra on Monday
to talk about the im-
pact of carbon pricing
on power bills, said he
would not be dropping
the issue.

“There is nothing more
useful for the Aus-
tralian people right
now than for me to
talk about the carbon
tax which is hurting
their power bills, hurt-
ing their job security
and putting needless
pressure on their cost
of living,” Mr Abboftt
said.

He said he was not
concerned about his
poor popularity.

“I just get on with my
job every day,” he
said.

Policy debate pushes Labor

stocks up

FOCUSING on policy
appears to have im-
proved Labor’s vote
and Prime Minister Ju-
lia Gillard’s popularity,
Newspoll chief Martin
O’Shannessy says.
The Ilatest Newspoll
published in The Aus-
tralian on Monday
showed Labor and the
coalition on 50 per
cent of the two-party
vote.

Mr O’Shannessy said
Labor’s primary vote
had kept to a band of
33 to 36 per cent since
August, moving within
the margin of error.
While the recent de-
bate over Opposition
Leader Tony Abboit’s
alleged sexism was
“a factor”, the pattern
started well before Ms
Gillard’s much talked

about  parliamentary
attack.
“Labor around that

point (late August)
started to run with pol-
icy,” Mr O’Shannessy
told AAP on Monday,
naming the national
disability = insurance
scheme as one such
policy.

“The coalition has
made a lot of benefit
from just saying ‘no’
for long time.

“It does mean at the
moment Labor is talk-
ing about policy and
the coalition isn’t.”

Ms Gillard has also
maintained her lead as
preferred prime minis-
ter since late August
with the Ilatest poll
showing a A5 per cent
to 34 per cent gap.

“It seems that Julia
Gillard got the better of
Tony Abbott some time
in the middle of Sep-
tember and he is yet to
come back on that,” Mr
O’Shannessy said.

Baillieu unfazed by corruption vacancies

VICTORIAN Pre-
mier Ted Baillieu has
brushed off sugges-
tions the government
will find it hard to re-
cruit experienced peo-
ple to work at its new
anti-corruption body.

The resignation of Of-
fice of Police Integrity
(OPI) chief investiga-
tor John Nolan this
week adds to a raft of
key positions in the

Department of Justice
that are yet to be filled,
despite being vacant
for months.

The OPI will be re-
placed with the Inde-
pendent Broad-based
Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (IBAC).

But the government is
yet to find a permanent
IBAC head and has yet
to replace Department
of Justice secretary

QIid teachers accept

wage offer

Queensland teachers have accept a hew government wage
offer of an extra 2.1 per cent a year.

QUEENSLAND teach-
ers have overwhelm-
ingly backed a new
government wage of-
fer.

Earlier this month, the
Queensland Teachers
Union urged members
to accept the offer,
which will see teach-
ers get an extra 2.7 per
cent a year over the
next three years.

The deal saw the gov-
ernment back down
on its plan to remove
20 conditions, includ-
ing maintaining class
sizes, the remote area
incentive scheme and
the teacher transfer
system.

The deal went to a
ballot and Education
Minister John-Paul
Langbroek said results
came in on Monday
night.

About 23,000 teach-

ers who are part of the
union voted, with 95
per cent supporting
the offer, he said.
Negotiations had been
tense before the gov-
ernment backed down
on its plan to remove
conditions, and teach-
ers had planned a mass
state-wide strike.

That strike was put off
until the result of the
ballot was known.

Mr Langbroek congrat-
ulated his government
on reaching the deal
and heading off strike
action.

“That goes to show
what happens when
you don’t play games
and you simply seek

proper outcomes,”
he told parliament on
Tuesday.

“This is a win for par-
ents, teachers and stu-
dents.”

Penny Armytage, who
quit earlier this year
after approving un-
derworld figure Carl
Williams sharing a jail
unit with the man who
subsequently  killed
him.
Corrections
Commissioner Bob
Hastings, who re-
signed in May, is also
yet to be replaced,
and several other sig-
nificant Department of
Justice positions re-
main vacant.

Mr Baillieu said Mr No-
lan’s resignation was
a matter for him.
Asked whether he was
concerned that the
government would find
it difficult to recruit tal-
ented and experienced
people to work at the
IBAC he replied, “Its a
matter for him (Mr No-
lan).

“People make their
own decisions. What
more can | say?”

Mr Baillieu refused
to confirm when the
IBAC would be up and
running.

Before winning power
in November 2010, the
coalition pledged to
have an IBAC opera-
tional by July 2011.
The transition is run-
ning behind schedule
and IBAC is yet to be
granted telephone in-
tercept powers by the
commonwealth.

Mr Baillieu did not give
an indication of when
the government would
announce a replace-
ment for interim IBAC
head Ron Bonighton.
Opposition Leader
Daniel Andrews said
while IBAC was well
behind schedule, the
government had still
been unable to fill five
other senior positions
in the Department of
Justice in addition to
the secretary and cor-
rections commission-
er roles.

Victoria

“It's not just IBAC.
There are seven other
examples of key jus-
tice personnel, key
watchdogs, those who
are charged with the
administration of jus-
tice in our state and
those positions remain
vacant,” Mr Andrews
said.

“Mr Baillieu’s only an-
swer is, ‘Don’t worry
about that, we’ll get
around to filling these
when it suits us.’ Well,
it's not about what
suits Mr Baillieu, it’s
what suits decency,
high standards and in-
tegrity right now.
“These positions can-
not remain vacant any
longer.”

Mr Andrews said the
Department of Justice
was still missing a
Freedom of Informa-
tion commissioner,
a magistrates court
chief executive, a chief
magistrate, an equal
opportunity commis-
sioner and an electoral
commissioner.

He said many poten-
tial candidates might
be put off applying for
the IBAC job because
the body would lack
the powers Mr Baillieu
had promised.

A spokesman for Mr
Bonighton, who is also
the acting OPI director,
said while Mr Nolan
had resigned, there re-
mained a strong team
operating in the police
corruption field.
“Additionally, in prepa-
ration for the handover
to IBAC, the commis-
sion has already ad-
vertised for its new ex-
ecutive and manager
level personnel in or-
der to cover its much
broader whole-of-pub-
lic service remit,” the
spokesman said in a
statement.

“There has been keen
interest in these posi-
tions.”
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Opposition has no plan for the future: PM

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard has accused the op-
position of continuing
their personal attacks on
her because they don’t
have a plan for Australia’s
future.

Ms Gillard again deflected
opposition questions on
Wednesday about her role
as a union lawyer before

entering politics.
She said it was offensive
for Opposition Leader

Tony Abbott to have his
deputy Julie Bishop ask
questions about her past.
“All this is a cover-up for
the fact that they don’t
have, and will never have,
a plan for the nation’s fu-
ture,” she told parliament
in question time.

Ms Bishop said she found
it offensive “as a woman”
that the prime minister
was suggesting she was
being dictated to by some-

one else.

There was a rowdy ex-
change, with Speaker Anna
Burke ejecting Liberal MP
Andrew Laming from the
chamber for interjecting,
warning he could count
himself very, very lucky.
Ms Bishop’s question re-
lated to Ms Gillard’s former
role as a union solicitor.
Ms Bishop wanted to know
how Ms Gillard could pos-
sibly have been ignorant
of the source of the money
in a union “slush fund”
she had set up.

Ms Gillard reiterated that
she stood by her public
statements on the subject.
Ms Bishop said Ms Gillard
hadn’t answered any ques-
tions on the union fund.
“How can she continue to
assert she has dealt with
them before when that
is patently untrue,” she
asked.

Julia Gillard accuses Opposition of

smear campaign after more ques-

tions raised over AWU slush fund

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard was involved in AWU
related affairs almost a
year after she said her in-
volvement with the union
and a controversial slush
fund had ended, it has
emerged in Parliament.
Ms Gillard has faced a
barrage of questions from
Deputy Opposition Leader
Julie Bishop on thursday
about why she had signed
a power of attorney for a
former union official relat-
ing to a property that was
purchased using union
funds almost a year after
she said her AWU involve-
ment had ended.

The Power of Attorney
was signed in February
1993.

Ms Gillard said this year
her involvement in the af-
fair, in which she helped
set up an AWU slush fund,
ended in 1992.

The Prime Minister be-
lieved the fund was for
the re-election of union
officials.

Ms Gillard accused the
Opposition of smear be-
fore saying she stood by
her earlier statements.
Speaker Anna  Burke
called on Ms Gillard at one
point to make her answer
relevant to the question
asked.

“I've in fact dealt with
these questions,” she
said.

She then added: “It’s not
a fair construction.

Explosive allegations in ICAC inquiry involving former Labor ministers
Eddie Obeid, Eric Roozendaal and lan Macdonald

FORMER minister Eric
Roozendaal received
“an inappropriate finan-
cial benefit” by accept-
ing a new car organised
by the Obeid family, with
“deliberate  attempts”
made to disguise the
transactions.

ICAC has this morning
kicked off what is expect-
ed to be a five-month in-
quiry into the conduct of
three former Labor min-
isters- Mr Roozendaal,
Eddie Obeid and Ilan
Macdonald.

The first of these in-
quires- Operation In-
dus- is set to run one
week and is looking
exclusively into the cir-
cumstances surround-
ing Mr Roozendaal and
his wife Amanda receiv-
ing a brand new Honda
CRV in 20071 after Mr
Roozendaal’s car was
written off in a car acci-
dent.

And the man who was
enlisted with finding the
“top of the range” car

has told the inquiry Mo-
ses Obeid told him the
car was “to be bought
for Eric, because Eric
had done a few favours
for Dad.”

The inquiry heard Mr
Roozandaal told Mr
Obeid he needed a new
car, and that he was re-
ferred to Mr Obeid’s son
Moses who “claimed to
have connections in the
motor industry.”

The car was purchased
for $34,800- $10,000 be-
low its market value- and
placed in the name of Ms
Nata Re.

The man who found the
car, which had to be
black and fitted with “all
the extras” was Peter
Fitzhenry, who is the in-
quiry’s first witness.

The inquiry heard Mr
Roozendaal picked up
the car on June 19,
200T.

“Remarkably, Mr
Roozendaal pays no
money and signs no pa-
perwork,” counsel as-

sisting the inquiry Geof-
frey Watson SC said in
his opening address this
morning.

“He just collects the
keys and drives off.

“The fact Mr Roozendaal
would not ask for rego
papers is especially dif-
ficult to fathom- he was,
after all, the Minister for
Roads.”

The inquiry heard own-
ership of the car was
transferred to Amanda
Roozendaal on July 26,
2007- after having been
in the name of Ms Re,
who never saw the car,
and in the name of KF
Goodman Pty Limited.
That company is owned
by Keith Goodman, who
drove the car from the
dealership to where Mr
Roozendaal picked it up
in Camperdown, the in-
quiry heard.

“The multiple handling of
the ownership of the car
is only consistent with
a deliberate attempt to
disguise aspects of the

deal,” Mr Watson told
the hearing this morn-
ing.

“The evidence sug-
gests..the course of the
transactions is incom-
patible with an honest
intent.”

Mr Roozendaal, the only
one of the three involved
in the hearing to still be
in Parliament, last year
said Moses Obeid had
organised the car, but
that it was registered in
his wife Amanda’s name
and the deal had been
completely kosher.”

The couple will give evi-
dence before the inquiry
next week.

Next year the inquiry
will move to allegations
of Eddie Obeid and
lan Macdonald and the
granting of coal explo-
ration licences.

Three former Labor pre-
miers - Morris lemma,
Nathan Rees and Kris-
tina Keneally - are also
on the witness list for
the lengthy inquiry.

Labor muddled on renewable

energy: Greens

THE Australian Greens
have attacked Labor for
sending mixed messages
about the renewable en-
ergy target (RET) after
chief whip Joel Fitzgibbon
suggested it should be re-
duced.

Greens leader Christine
Milne dubbed the whip
“Coal Fitzgibbon” on
Wednesday arguing he and
the ALP right were “out on
alimb” trying to undermine
the RET.

“What this shows is you
simply can’t trust the La-
bor party to run a consis-
tent line when it comes to
reducing greenhouse gas
emissions,” Senator Milne
told reporters in Canberra.
“The Climate Change Au-
thority has come out hav-
ing reviewed the RET and
said it’s a really good pol-
icy.”

The target is meant to en-
sure 20 per cent of Aus-
tralia’s electricity comes
from renewable sources
by 2020.

But softer demand and the
popularity of rooftop so-
lar panels mean the fixed
45,000 gigawatt-hour tar-
get may be exceeded.
Critics say overshooting
the target would unneces-
sarily drive up retail power
bills.

However, the Greens want
the RET extended to en-
sure 50 per cent of Aus-
tralia’s electricity comes
from renewable sources
by 2030.

Mr Fitzgibbon back-ped-
alled on Wednesday from
his claim that he was
“tempted to say we should
not have a renewable en-
ergy target at all” given
Labor had put a price on
carbon.

But he said he wasn’t
walking away from his ar-
gument that the fixed giga-
watt-hour target should be
reduced.

The MP, who represents
the NSW coal-producing
seat of Hunter, insisted he
was a strong supporter of
action on climate change
“but I'm also determined
that we take the least-cost

approach”.

Falling energy consump-
tion meant the 45,000
gigawatt-hour target would
actually represent 25 per
cent of the country’s ener-
gy usage by 2020, Mr Fitz-
gibbon told Sky News.

“All I'm saying is we
should adjust in the face of
significant changes in our
economy so that we stay at
that 20 per cent (level) - a
20 per cent | support.”

He said the RET added be-
tween three and five per
cent to electricity prices.
But government parlia-
mentary secretary Richard
Marles noted the RET had
had bipartisan support
since it was introduced in
2001.

“The impact the RET s
having on electricity prices
has been modest,” Mr Mar-
les told reporters.

“It is an important part of
tackling the issue of cli-
mate change. We are not
talking about changing the
RET.”

Clean Energy Council
analysis released last
week suggests the target
has driven $18.5 billion of
investment in clean power
and eroded wholesale en-
ergy prices.

The Climate Change Au-
thority recommended on
Friday that the RET be re-
tained unchanged. It said
any benefits from altering
the target “would be out-
weighed by the costs of
increased regulatory un-
certainty”.

Liberal backbencher Alan
Tudge agrees the RET is
only having a “small im-
pact” on electricity prices.
He says the real issue is
the government’s carbon
price.

“The biggest thing we can
do to take the pressure off
rising electricity prices is
to cut the carbon tax,” Mr
Tudge told reporters.
Greens MP Adam Bandt
said if Labor was serious
about a clean-energy fu-
ture “then Joel Fitzgibbon
needs to back off in his
campaign to wind back the
renewable energy target”.
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Independents may stall budget ‘illusion’

Federal independent MPs have accused the government of creat-
ing an “illusion” of a budget surplus

THE federal government is
facing a revolt of indepen-
dent MPs that could jeop-
ardise its aim of returning
the budget to surplus this
financial year.

The government on
Wednesday was forced
to abandon parliamentary
debate of a plan that treats
$7160 million of unclaimed
privately-owned superan-
nuation and bank account
savings as government
revenue by having it paid
over to the Australian Tax-
ation Office.

The revenue will help the
government achieve its
aim of a $1.1 billion sur-
plus in 2012/13.

One of the independents,
Tony Windsor, described
it as a Mickey Mouse “illu-
sion” to get a surplus.

The MP said he did not
agree with Labor’s surplus
strategy so he wouldn’t be
rushed into backing mea-
sures unless he supported
them in their own right
There were many middle-
class welfare issues that
could be addressed if
there was a need to create
savings, Mr Windsor said.
That included axing the
baby bonus altogether
because it was an “appall-
ing” policy.

“Rather than design some
Mickey Mouse pieces of
legislation that creates
an illusion of a surplus ...
some of these things do
need to be addressed,”
he told reporters in Can-
berra.

Another independent,
Andrew Wilkie, said the
government is “at him” to
support the lost accounts
measure.

“I don’t share the govern-
ment’s fascination with

a budget surplus for po-
litical reasons,” Mr Wilkie
told ABC radio.

“At this point in time ... |
am not inclined to support
any measures which are
aimed at achieving a po-
litical outcome.”

Even NSW Central Coast
MP Craig Thomson, sus-
pended from the Labor
Party and now sitting on
the cross bench, is threat-
ening to oppose the super
grab.

“m not sure the super-
annuation changes could
pass because we just
don’t have enough infor-
mation yet.”

Assistant Treasurer David
Bradbury insisted the plan
was a genuine reform and

not “some sort of budget
fiddle”.

Asked on Sky News wheth-
er there would still be a
surplus “come hell or high
water”, as once promised
by Treasurer Wayne Swan,
Mr Bradbury rejected “the
forms of words that you
are trying to put into my
mouth”,

“We are doing everything
we can,” he said.

“We have not only handed
down a budget, but now a
mid-year economic state-
ment that charts a path to
return to surplus.”

Liberal frontbencher Bruce
Billson said the surplus
was “gone”.

“They will never deliver a
surplus,” he said, adding
that even if the govern-
ment managed a budget
in the black it would take
a century of wafer-thin
“fudged and fiction” sur-
plus budgets to recover
Labor’s $1471 billion re-
cord deficits.

The government might
run out of time to have the
measure legislated by the
end of the year because
the Greens have flagged a
Senate inquiry.

NSW Liberal MP denies

conflict of

A NSW MP being referred
to the state’s corruption
watchdog denies any con-
flict of interest over accept-
ing a trip from a gas com-
pany while considering
coal seam gas laws.
Liberal MP Scot MacDon-
ald’s flights and accom-
modation for the National
Conference of Vegetable
Farmers in Tasmania were
paid for by gas company
Santos.

That happened days after
he spoke in favour of ex-
panding NSW’s coal seam
gas (CSG) industry during
a parliamentary inquiry,
Greens MP Jeremy Buck-
ingham says.

He plans to refer Mr Mac-
Donald to the Independent
Commission Against Cor-
ruption (ICAC) on Thurs-
day.

Mr Buckingham claims Mr

MacDonald breached the
parliamentary code of con-
duct by receiving a gift from
Santos while considering
legislation and regulations
for the gas industry.

Mr MacDonald declared the
trip in his pecuniary inter-
est register.

On Thursday he rejected Mr
Buckingham’s claim, say-
ing he had complied with
parliamentary guidelines.

“I was quite open about at-
tending the conference,”
he said in a statement.

“It's a shame Mr Bucking-
ham would prefer to try
and personally smear me,
rather than engage in seri-
ous debate on coal seam
gas.”

Mr MacDonald said he of-
ten spoke about the im-
portance of CSG for both
industry and households
in NSW.

PADSTOW COMPANY RECEIVES SAFETY ACCOLADE
BE BNAVDY T
LI ==

dandcivil.com.au

Glenn Brookes with Marty Lanaze, Chris Sterigopolou, Maria Argyropoulos and Nick Argyropoulos

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes, congratu-
lated road and civil services
provider NA Group for its
commitment to workplace
safety after the company
was a winner at the 2012
WorkCover NSW Safe Work
Awards.

Mr Brookes said NA Group
was among A0 finalists
across five categories and
took out first place in the
category best workplace
health and safety practic-
es in a small business for
implementing a paperless
document management
system to improve safety
performance during road
works.

“Road works by their very
nature are inherently dan-
gerous and as a leader
in road construction and
maintenance we believe
safety should always be the
number one driver in our
business,” said NA Group’s
Director Nick Argyropou-
los.

“We not only focus on the
safety of our workers but
the need to consider other
road users during mainte-
nance operations while en-
suring the work undertaken
does not pose future haz-
ards for drivers,” he said.

To improve safety perfor-
mance during road works
NA Group introduced a pa-
perless document manage-
ment system for their work
sites that include zero harm
operational forms and ca-
pacity for ‘near miss’ and
incident management re-
porting.

“Dedicated safety officers
at each site are equipped
with iPads to complete their
safety system documenta-
tion electronically,” Mr Ar-
gyropoulos said.

“This system ensures pa-
perwork such as risk as-
sessments, quality assur-
ance documentation and
induction training and the
results of tool-box talks,
do not get lost and can be
easily updated as a job pro-
gresses,” he said.

The initiative has proved ef-
fective in improving record
management and has the
capacity to be rolled out
across the road works in-
dustry.

Mr Brookes said six awards
were presented as part of
Safe Work Australia Week,
for initiatives that have
made tangible contributions
to reducing injuries.

“The awards highlight that
sustainable safety out-

comes can be achieved,
and can have far reaching
effects on the financial vi-
ability of a business,” Mr
Brookes said.

“Common themes among all
of the winners were strong
workplace consultation that
had resulted in measurable
improvements in morale
and safety culture.

Finalists represented small
and large businesses from
a range of industries across
the public and private sec-
tor were acknowledged as
part of the annual awards
program, designed to show-
case outstanding achieve-
ments in workplace safety.
NA Group’s initiative along
with those of the other win-
ners will now compete with
entrants from across the
country in the 2013 Na-
tional Safe Work Australia
Awards to be held in Can-
berra in April.

“The NA Group has shown
that even small business
can make a positive differ-
ence when it comes to safe-
ty at work.”

“Mr Argyropoulos has set
a benchmark that | hope
other businesses within the
area try to beat.”

Media:  Geoffrey Grasso
0421 778 671
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Established 1996,

Editor in Chief: Antonios Bourizk

Tel: 02 87648186

Fax :02 87648062

Email: ads@meherald.com.au- info@meherald.com.au
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Connect with us on:

Movies

ﬂ* o J O
v s Video-on-Demand

Aburn

Zam Zam Market......ooo...vveeeen (+61) 431-207 576
Adellaid

Persian Grocery........c..oenee (+61) 884-438-599
Allawah

Billy Biz Solution.................cuue.. (+61)410103848
Belmore

ANNTV coosssssssesssssssnsens (+61) 400466 484
IPTV Techheads (+61) 413240 342
Brisbane

Afshar Market ...........ccccorseee. (+61) 738-477-396
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» iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch, Android
coming soon!
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Canberra - Lyneham parammata Sydney
Arabic IPTV.....ocvvrecrieesirs (+ 61) 410060 100 Little Persia .....ccooeerveerrenrvns (+61) 29630-1648 AVA Satellit€omm, (+61) 401-491-546
Geelong Perth
NiMa Satellite..o.mrorne (+61)401729598  City Fresh Supermarket..... (+61) 892-275-659  SUPEr SaN€l.vvrv R
Melbourne Perth Sartaj Gran Satellite... (+61) 423-631-129  Tech SOIUtIONS..c..vvvvrrsevrreen (+61) 402-666-555
Ishtar Persian Bazar (+61)393-549-212  Osborne Park Perth

Sid Satellite ... (+61) 415-406-500 BUIIONO..ccereevvveeriisssnnns (+61) 0433008974
Austech Telecom........ccc...vueee. (+61) 410-514-439 .

Southport Gold coast Niavaran Market .........cc........ (+61) 294771772

Bamyan Halal Butchers........

Super Gulf...

Nas Data Communication....(+61) 387-949-876

(+61) 397-932-636

ceie e (+61)398-502-992 Roastown

Sara & Sevda Persian Supermarket (+61) 756 970014

Professional system & network (+ 61) 452-233002

Broadcasting Australia Satellite .....(+61)298912551
Sahibi Supermarket..........o...... (+61)2-86777927
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Group of

COLDLINE

.com

www.GI;”ﬁl\BB.com

Customer Service: Sales:
Tel: +1-416-202-6608

1-800-1989-1989

Tel: +1-604-293-1000
1-866-760-4000

Fax: 1-905-709-1910
email: info@glarab.com

10-11-0007
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