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TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686

MOB: 0417 949 650

it DLl 9)9 30ue 3130 udand | dusuge

—daind CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
L9 Registered Migration Agent
| MARN; 1174229
g == FORALL ENQUIRIES
| CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
i i) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O3 g Cfakeadiy daglaztlg 719 1 @l po dbatm) pgdd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@d yf ok JhaiW

5yl 8yt Igliai| 3 pingl| SMalae aded o (B ESSI Lelo| e
0413805930 108 11 ks bt (i3 Fubgud

3
i

BLUESTAR

logistics
b
...ﬁhiﬁlﬁa}ﬂh Ll

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tet:(03) 9308 0880- Faux {03) 9308 0506
SYDNEY: BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE: PERTH:
101 Beenleigh Rl | 6 GeorseSireet | 68 NcDowed Street

Acici Ridee, b 4108 |Gaeea Fieks, 54 5107 Welshpeol Wa 6106
Te:(U7) 3344 1400 | Tok{08) 8280 GBGD | Te:(OF) D451 4766
Fac {07) 3344 7500 | Fac (08 8350 0044 | Fuc (08) 3451 6744

ok {02) 6787 9500
Fac [07) 9728 012

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au

iy Ll TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciaton? Hs time for
change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.,

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indhiduals.

IPS (dad
& Security

Every IPS Security employes confributes fo our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for i.l?.’#"
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a varniety of h“ml R
positions all over the Melbowmne Metropolitan area. To be (S

suitabde fo join our team you must:
& Hold a first Aid certificate

- - -

- :nll:l :::.t Victorian rlﬁem:lﬂnt: Licence i:" ﬁﬂ'l‘!‘b‘
- ave ion, Comimi Loyalty - .
= Speak fluent English Jh ij Hh#
*  Hawve excellent presentation :nﬂ‘lii h'ﬁi
= Be reliable -
We hawve the following secunty positions available; JM‘L-' hwl
Crowd Control .
[Evenis) uu
® Ayailable 7 daysinights
Static posifions kdask
Patrol positions
We have full time, part i;“flem casual positions i B =
able.
Fmﬁ;usnpplmtsmednqtappw - Adgge ﬂ"‘?_?
Victoria Lisence Number: 774.201-10S -Jaall g dda
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627 Akl b Gukams

1 Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com.au r
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Police closing on criminal charges against Craig Thomson
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Police leave MP Craig Thomson'’s Bateau Bay home with seized documents .

VICTORIAN police are con-
sidering multiple criminal
charges against suspended
Labor MP Craig Thomson,
including in relation to alle-
gations he received secret
commissions while he was
a union boss.

The NSW and Victorian po-
lice have been closely co-
operating on some aspects
of the investigation into
claims the embattled MP
illegally spent tens of thou-
sands of dollars in Health
Services Union funds.

The prospect of criminal

charges being laid against
Mr Thomson moved a step
closer on wednesday after
Victorian detectives mount-
ed a surprise early morn-
ing raid on the MP’s Cen-
tral Coast home, seizing
samples of his handwriting,
computer hard discs and
other vital material.

NSW police established
Strike Force Carnarvon to
pursue allegations that a
number of HSU officials
received kick-backs. Victo-
rian police are also examin-
ing grounds to lay charges,

Picture: Peter Clark

given Mr Thomson worked
from Melbourne while he
was HSU national secretary
from 2002 until 2007.

A defiant Mr Thomson
emerged from his fam-
ily home on wednesday to
maintain he was innocent
of any wrong-doing.

“I've done nothing wrong
and we are fully co-operat-
ing with police in relation to
the Health Services Union
investigation,” he said,
praising the courteous and
professional nature of the
police team which swooped

on his home.

A swag of senior ministers
- including Treasurer Wayne
Swan and Foreign Minister
Bob Carr - refused to be
drawn on the police inves-
tigation, while Prime Minis-
ter Julia Gillard was equally
cautious. “This is a matter
for police, and it would be
inappropriate to provide
commentary on their in-
vestigation,” a spokesper-
son for Ms Gillard said on
wednesday.

Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott intensified his attack
against Mr Thomson and
insisted the Prime Minister
fully distance herself from
her former ALP colleague.
“The police have shown a
lot of diligence in trying to
ensure that low-paid work-
ers’ money is not misused,”
Mr Abbott told reporters.
“Let’s not forget it was the
prime minister who was
saying for months and years
that she had full confidence
in Craig Thomson.”

Mr Thomson, facing the pos-
sibility of criminal charges
being laid, is also facing civil
action in the Federal Court,
with Fair Work Australia
initiating proceedings last
week. The industrial umpire
alleges the MP breached
industrial laws on 31 occa-
sions and is seeking to re-
cover monies and have the
court impose penalties that
could total several hundred
thousand dollars.

But the MP’s Sydney-based
lawyer Chris McArdle came
out strongly in defence of
his client last night, object-
ing to Mr Abbott’s commen-
tary on the case.

“We will not tolerate our
client being condemned by
innuendo or ageing student
politicians mouthing off.
“This is unacceptable con-
duct Our client is an inno-
cent man.”

He added there was nothing
police could have seized on
wednesday which would
help their investigation.
“They are going through a
haystack that doesn’t have
a needle in it,” he said.

Foreign Minister Bob Carr’s wife
Helena has cost taxpayers $120,000

in six months on overseas trips
_~

Foreign Minister Bob Carr and his wife, Helena, in Shanghai at start of a five

day trip to China.

BOB Carr’s wife Helena has
accompanied him on almost
every overseas trip he has
made as foreign minister, cost-
ing taxpayers about $120,000
in mostly business class air-
fares in just six months.
Documents  released
der Freedom of Information
laws show Mrs Carr travelled
with her husband on eight of
the nine trips he took in the
months between late March
and early September.

The arrangement is highly
unusual for a foreign minis-
ter. AAP understands Senator
Carr’s Labor predecessors
Stephen Smith and Kevin
Rudd rarely if ever took their
wives on official overseas
trips.

The total cost of Senator
Carr’s nine trips was an es-
timated $828,754, the docu-
ments obtained by AAP show.
Of that, Mrs Carr’s airfares -
the vast majority of which were
business class - accounted for
an estimated $123,928. Her
meals and incidentals cost a
further estimated $8000.

The figures come from pre-
travel estimates provided by
the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT) to
Senator Carr’s office.

A spokesman for Senator Carr
conceded the figures were
“pretty close” to the actual
costs.

The spokesman defended Mrs
Carr’s presence on the trips,
saying they had followed the
relevant ministerial guidelines
and everything had been ap-
proved by the prime minis-
ter’s office.

Those guidelines say minis-
ters are “generally not accom-
panied on official overseas
travel by his or her spouse or
de facto partner”. But excep-
tions will be made when host

un-

countries have extended an
invitation to the spouse and
where an official program of
engagements has been ar-
ranged.

The spokesman says Mrs Carr
always undertakes official en-
gagements and works to build
“diplomatic friendships”’.

“It's by no means a holiday.
You have a full day,” he told
AAP.

“Her job in a lot of these cases
is to do promotion of Austra-
lia’s aid work.”

Destinations do include coun-
tries to which Australia gives
aid, including Cambodia,
Burma and the Solomon Is-
lands. But they also include
repeated visits to the US and
the UK, and visits to wealthy
Asian nations like Singapore
and Japan.

The documents do not include
the trip Senator Carr took to
New Zealand before he was
sworn in, or any of his travel
in the past seven weeks. It
is believed Mrs Carr accom-
panied her husband at least
some of that time.

The only trip listed in the
documents that Mrs Carr did
not go on was a 24-hour visit
her husband made to Fiji - at
a steep cost of more than
$42,000.

For that trip, Senator Carr took
a special purpose aircraft at a
cost of about $35,000 rather
than fly commercially.
Senator Carr’'s spokesman
said he opted for the private
plane because he had to be
back in Canberra for pre-
budget cabinet meetings
and commercial schedules
were not suitable.

Overall, Senator Carr is
spending more days abroad
than Kevin Rudd, who was
sometimes called Kevin
T417.
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Path now clear for James Packer’s new casino at Barangaroo

Artist’s impressions of Barangaroo South landmark hotel and other features. Source: Supplied

IT’S the final piece of
James Packer’s gambling
puzzle - and now Sydney
will get its second casino.
James Packer’s Baranga-
roo hotel-casino devel-
opment will get cabinet
approval on Monday.
Shadow cabinetalso gave
approval to the plan yes-
terday, ensuring changes
to casino laws to enable
the proposal to pass the
upper house. Opposition
Leader John Robertson
told Labor caucus Syd-
ney needed a six-star
casino, and a high rollers
room was the only way to
pay for it

Mr Robertson has been
lobbied by Packer lieu-
tenants, former Labor
powerbrokers Mark Arbib
and Karl Bitar.

It is understood Premier
Barry O’Farrell’s cabi-
net will formally accept
Mr Packer’s “unsolicited
proposal” for a hotel-ca-
sino at its meeting next
Monday, and move the
project on to the “detailed
consideration” stage.

But former premier Morris
lemma raised concerns
that Mr O’Farrell may be
set to grant a second
casino licence without a
tender process, poten-
tially costing the state
hundreds of millions.

Mr lemma said the gov-
ernment was required to
put such a service out to
tender, unless a propo-
nent can prove they offer
a unique service.

Conservative estimates
on the cost of a casino
licence put it at $200 mil-
lion.

Mr O’Farrell signalled
last week that Mr Pack-
er’s proposal to build a
high-rollers room as part
of a six-star luxury hotel
at Barangaroo would be
treated as an
ited proposal’.
Mr O’Farrell last night re-
fused to publicly commit
to putting a second casi-
no licence out to tender.
Mr lemma said the guide-
lines “are pretty clear
that tender and expres-
sions of interest are the
starting point”.

“For a direct deal (to oc-
cur) you have got to have
some unique product or
services. Is there not a
market for the provision
of six-star hotels? ”

Mr lemma said firms such
as Accor, the Four Sea-
sons and the Hilton were
all capable of producing
six-star hotels and there
were casino operators
other than Mr Packer.

It is understood the
Packer proposal is not
the first casino proposal
to go before this govern-
ment.

An overseas tender to
build the new Sydney
Convention Centre put
forward a proposal to
build a casino there last
year but was knocked
back by Infrastructure
NSW.
Liberal

“unsolic-

polister Mark

Textor, who is close to
Mr  O’Farrell’s office,
has also worked with Mr
Packer on his campaign
against The Star casino.

Mr O’Farrell signalled,
when Mr Packer first
came forward with his
Barangaroo proposal in
February, that he was in
favour of the hotel-casi-
no, provided regulatory
hurdles were cleared.

Mr Packer has already
signed on with Lend
Lease for the exclusive
right to build a hotel in
Barangaroo.

Sources indicated Mr
Packer’s new casino
would operate from2019,
when Star’s one-casino
licence, worth $100 mil-
lion to government, runs
out

The government has
done no modelling yet
on how much gaming tax
Mr Packer’s casino might
reap, nor how many gam-
ing tables it would con-
tain.

A spokesman for Mr
O’Farrell said last night:
“An exclusivity agree-
ment is in place that
permits only one casino.
No decisions have been
made on a second casi-
no licence.”

It is understood shadow
cabinet debated about
the way in which the ca-
sino would be approved
but Mr Robertson said
the tourism Ilobby be-
lieved it’s in Sydney’s
best interests.

MP Andrew Leigh quits over mining industry migrant visa deal

. MP Andrew Leigh

THE deputy chairman of
Labor’s special commit-
tee investigating migrant
worker visas in the mining
industry quit in protest on
tuesday night after a dis-
pute over its findings.
ACTMP Andrew Leigh is
believed to have resigned
over a draft report from
the caucus committee,
set up in the wake of the
government’s special deal
to allow billionaire mining
magnate Gina Rinehart
to bring in 1700 migrant
workers.

The Daily Telegraph can
reveal the findings could
put the committee on a
collision course with the
prime minister over the
future of enterprise migra-
tion agreements.

Caucus sources said Dr
Leigh strongly disagreed
with the findings and quit
in protest.Dr Leigh wrote
to committee chair Doug
Cameron yesterday claim-
ing he could no longer
work on the committee.
“I am writing to tender
my resignation from the
spreading the mining
boom sub-committee ef-
fective immediately,” Dr
Leigh wrote.

“As | am deputy chair of
that committee, the com-
mittee may wish to elect
a new deputy chair in my
place.

“I have spoken with the
chair of the committee,
Senator Doug Cameron,
and informed him of my
decision.”

Dr Leigh’s resignation
comes only two weeks
after caucus chairman
Daryl Melham resigned
his post.

Labor sources last night
said Dr Leigh’s resigna-
tion would cause fur-
ther unrest in the caucus
when it meets again next
Tuesday. Mr Cameron has
been a vocal critic of the
worker scheme.

The committee, which
includes several Kevin
Rudd supporters, was es-
tablished in May to head
off a possible caucus re-
volt over the issue.

But its findings are likely
to ignite further hostilities
within Labor with expec-
tations that it will call for
more focus on Australian
labour and industry par-
ticipation on mining proj-
ects.

Dr Leigh said last night

he did not discuss caucus
matters. Ms Rinehart’s mi-
grant worker deal in May
caused a major rift in the
Labor caucus.

Julia Gillard claimed she
had found out about the
deal after it was made.
This is believed to have
sparked a confrontation
with Immigration Minis-
ter Chris Bowen, who ap-
proved the deal and who
claimed to have given the
prime minister’s office
several briefings before it
was approved.

Mr Bowen has said the
government would con-
tinue to issue enterprise
migration agreements to
miners where they were
warranted.

Abbott happy to support SA Libs leader

FEDERAL Opposition
Leader Tony Abbotit says
he’s confident Isobel Red-
mond can lead the Liberal
Party to victory in the next
South Australian election.
A day after Ms Redmond
survived a leadership
challenge by just one vote,
Mr Abboit said he would
not presume to give her
advice on how to lead the
party.

“All | know from my regu-
lar visits to South Aus-
tralia is that the people
of South Australia des-
perately need and want a
change of government,”
Mr Abbotit told reporters
in Adelaide on Wednes-
day.

“I'm confident that’s what
they’ll get under Isobel’s
leadership.”

“I'm happy to support her
leadership and | am work-
ing enthusiastically for
a change of government
here in South Australia.”
On Tuesday, Ms Redmond
held onto the Liberal lead-
ership when she defeated
challenger Martin Hamil-
ton-Smith by 13 votes to
12 in the party room bal-
lot.

First-term MP Stephen
Marshall was elected

unanimously as her depu-
ty leader after incumbent
Mitch Williams decided
not to stand.

Despite the narrowness of
her win, Ms Redmond said
the vote marked a “line in
the sand” and was an op-
portunity for the party to
“push the reset button”.
“The party will lock in
behind this team. We will
move forward from here,”
she said.

But the state Labor gov-
ernment has wasted no
time attacking the result,
saying it re-endorsed
a policy to slash about
25,000 public service
jobs.

“The Liberals had a
chance to turn their backs
on sacking workers in
yesterday’s  leadership
ballot, but they chose not
to do that,” Manufacturing
and Mineral Resources
Minister Tom Koutsanto-
nis said.

Tuesday’s vote was
sparked by months of
leadership  speculation

and a recent gaffe by Ms
Redmond when she said
she favoured axing about
25,000 public servants, a
comment she later with-
drew.
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Wayne Swan and Penny Wong hold joint press conference in
Canberra Picture: Ray Strange Source: News Limited

CLOSE to $1 billion will
be cut from private health
insurance rebates and ac-
cess lto the baby bonus
will be restricted as the
Government struggles to
refloat the sinking financ-
es of the Budget launched
just last May.

The surplus, forecast to be
a slender $1.5 billion in the
2012-13 Budget, will now
be just $1 billion, Treasur-
er Wayne Swan revealed
monday.

And a projected surplus of
$71.5 billion after four years
will drop to $6 billion.
Swan says the fallout from
economic “storm clouds”
in Europe, Asia and the
United States has made re-
turning the budget to sur-
plus much harder.

“It’'s pretty obvious to all
that ... this mid-year review
has been put together amid
storm clouds which are
hanging over the global
economy,” he said.

“This lower global growth
outlook has had another
very big whack at govern-
ment tax revenues and has
made it harder to deliver a
surplus.”

Mr Swan said anyone who
suggested Australia is
immune from the global
fallout is “kidding them-
selves”.

The Treasurer initially took
to Twitter to reveal the fig-
ures ahead of the release
of the government’s Mid-
year Economic and Fiscal
Outlook (MYEFO) Monday
morning.

But the Government is
confident of solid econom-
ic growth at a reduced rate
of about three per cent and

believes  unemployment
will remain around the five
per cent mark.

The Government is wres-
tling with a $22 billion fall
in tax revenue, mainly
caused by declining com-
pany tax receipts and low-
er mineral prices.

The revenue shortfall for
2012-13 alone will be $4
billion.

The figures also reveal a $1
billion blowout in Immigra-
tion costs since the May
budget.

The MYEFO shows there
will be an increase in pay-
ments of about $1.2 billion
for immigration-related
programs in 2012/13 -
“mainly owing” to higher-
than-expected numbers of
boat arrivals.

The figure includes the
“consequential impacts”
of an extra 6250 places in
the refugee intake and an
increase in the family re-
union stream of the migra-
tion program.

The government says it will
provide $54.6 million over
four years to increase the
family reunion stream by
4000 places from 2012/13
onwards.

The blow-out also reflects
the “forecast impact’ of
government policies for
offshore asylum seeker
management.

The MYEFO mentions the
capital costs involved in
re-establishing the asylum
seeker processing centres
on Nauru and Papua New
Guinea’s Manus Island, but
details are scant.
“Expenditure for this mea-
sure is not for publication
as the contracts to build

these facilities are current-
ly subject to commercial
negotiations,” the MYEFO
papers say.

To offset some of these
costs, the government will
increase a number of visa
application charges.

The increases will apply to
skilled graduates, partners,
working holiday makers
and temporary workers.
The measures are esti-
mated to increase revenue
by about $520 million over
four years.

Mr Swan today said that
as part of cutting spending
to cover the shrinking rev-
enue, the Private Health In-
surance (PHI) rebate, which
costs $5 billion a year and
is growing rapidly, would
be reduced.

From April 1 the premium
to which the rebate is ap-
plied will match the infla-
tion rate measured by the
consumer price index, or at
the prevailing commercial
rate -- whatever is lower.
This is expected to save
$7100 million over four
years, and slow the ex-
panding cost of the rebate
which otherwise would in-
crease by 6.3 per cent over
four years.

From July next year the
Baby Bonus for second
and third children will be
slashed to $3000, a big
drop from the -current
$5000 per child. This will
save some $500 million
over four years.

Other family benefits, such
as parental leave and Child
Care Rebates will be un-
touched.

The states will also have
to suffer to get the federal
Budget in surplus. The
premiers will lose a total of
$765.4 million in specific
purpose grants in 2012-13
alone.

The Government’s mid-
year Budget assessment
also has revealed a sub-
stantial shortfall in the
mining tax. This will not af-
fect the Budget bottom line
but could hamper the Gov-
ernment’s bid to meet its
promise to cut small busi-
ness tax which the mining

Cuts to private health rebates, baby bonus to deliver $1b mid-year budget surplus

tax was intended to fund.
Tax was expected to raise
about $13 billion over four
years, but this has been
downgraded to just over
$9 billion. This has been
caused by the decline in
mineral prices.

The Government is also
delivering changes to the
way large companies pay
their tax, moving from
quarterly to monthly in-
stallments, better aligning
tax payments with the way
businesses pay GST and
making payments closer to
when the income is earned,
like wage and salary earn-
ers.

“As a result of the Gov-
ernments ongoing fiscal
discipline, government
payments as a share of the
economy are projected to
fall by 1.5 per cent in 2012-
13 to 23.8 per cent,” Mr
Swan said in a statement.
“It is estimated that pay-
ments as a share of GDP
will remain relatively sta-
ble over the forward esti-
mates. This is the longest
period in which payments
will remain at 24 per cent
or less as a share of GDP
in over 30 years.”

Mr Swan has vowed to
protect the poorest Aus-
tralians from the drastic
spending cuts which will
be unveiled in the Labor
Government’s bid to save
its Budget surplus.

But higher-income earn-
ers, universities, employ-
ees who salary sacrifice
and migrants have not
received the same protec-
tion.

Mr Swan will be under
pressure not to affect jobs
or essential services af-
ter federal Labor’s heavy
attacks on the unpopu-
lar cost-saving measures
by the Queensland and
New South Wales govern-
ments.

The federal cuts will in-
clude closing a tax loop-
hole that has allowed
some people to score tax-
payer-funded discounts to
the V8 Supercars or the
theatre by using salary
sacrifice arrangements.

PICNIC POINT PUBLIC SCHOOL
- BILLY CART DERBY

[Photos:- CIr Jim Daniel rides the Brookesie Cart during
the Picnic Point Public School Billy Cart Derby]

e

|

[Photos:- CIr Jim Daniel rides the Brookesie Cart during
the Picnic Point Public School Billy Cart Derby]

Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes, congrat-
ulated Picnic Point Public
School on the occasion
of its 50th anniversary.
While attending the 50
Year Fair organised by
the School’s Parents and
Citizens’ Association, Mr.
Brookes eagerly watched
as South Ward Counsel-
lor, Jim Daniel, participat-
ed in the Billy Cart Derby.
“The Parents and Citi-
zens’ Association are to
be congratulated for put-
ting on a top-notch fair.”
Glenn Brookes said.

“The Billy Cart Derby
brought back a lot of
good childhood memo-
ries for me and I really en-
joyed watching so many
kids with their mums and
dads showing off their
billy carts.”

While not one of the more
inspired creations that
appeared in today’s Der-
by, Jim Daniel designed
and built his Billy Cart,

which was affectionately
renamed the Brookesie
Cart.

“While fairs and billycart
derbies are fun ways of
celebrating a school’s fif-
tieth anniversary, let us
not forgot that without
dedicated teachers and
staff there would be noth-
ing to celebrate.” Glenn
Brookes said.

“Picnic  Point  Public
School’s motto is Empow-
ering learners to shape
their world. Over the past
50 years that saying has
been a strong guiding
light that has encour-
aged students to achieve
their personal best and
become responsible, in-
formed citizens.”

“l take great pleasure in
congratulating the entire
school community of Pic-
nic Point Public School
on achieving its fiftieth
year anniversary.”

Media: Geoffrey Grasso
0421 778 671
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New poll shows Julia Gillard popu-
larity rising after misogyny speech

Prime Minister Julia Gillard’s
has given her a lift in the polls. File picture: Kym Smith

JULIA Gillard’s now fa-
mous parliamentary mi-
sogyny speech has lifted
her personal standing and
widened the gap between
her and Tony Abbott.
Apparently it’s also rele-
gated any possible threat
from former prime minis-
ter Kevin Rudd.

The latest Fairfax-Neilsen
poll on Monday gives Ms
Gillard a 10-point margin
over Mr Abbott - her big-
gest lead since February
2011.

She is now seen as pre-
ferred prime minister by
50 per cent of voters - up
three points from the last
poll, while Mr Abbott has
slipped four points to 40
per cent.

AndLabor’s two-party vote
has risen for the fourth
consecutive month.

The coalition remains
ahead in the two-party
vote but has eased one
point in five weeks to 52
per cent while the govern-
ment added one point to
48 per cent.

The poll, of 1400 voters
taken last Thursday to
Saturday, shows Labor’s
primary vote is steady
on 34 per cent, while the
coalition’s has fallen two
points to 43 per cent.

The Prime Minister swipes
at the Opposition Leader
with cries of ‘sexist’ and
‘misogynist’ during a
heated display in Parlia-
ment.

The Greens picked up a
point to 11 per cent.
Fairfax said the poll re-
sults will strengthen Ms
Gillard against any threat
from Mr Rudd who is in-

“sexism and misogyny” speech

creasing his activity in the
electorate.

It comes amid fresh de-
bate about Ms Gillard’s
role in the 2010 coup
against Mr Rudd that has
been sparked by a new
book by former MP Max-
ine McKew.

Also in the poll, disap-
proval of Ms Gillard
dropped five points to 48
per cent (approval minus
disapproval), giving her a
net approval of minus 1.
Her A1 per cent approval
rating is her best since
March 2011.

In contrast, Mr Abboit’s
disapproval is up one
point to 60 per cent, a
new personal record high
while his approval also
firmed one point to 31 per
cent

His net approval is steady
at minus 23 per cent,
equalling his personal re-
cord low.

It comes as separate poll-
ing leaked to The Austra-
lian shows that restoring
Kevin Rudd to the Labor
leadership would boost
the government’s primary
vote by 11 percentage
points and put it on track
for victory at a federal
election.

The polling, conducted
by Galaxy Research from
October 12-15 for a major
left-wing union and ob-
tained by The Australian,
shows Labor would be
transformed from a los-
ing position in three key
marginal seats under Ju-
lia Gillard’s leadership to
victories in all of them if
Mr Rudd were restored to
the prime ministership.

Fraud squad raids Craig Thomson’s house

FRAUD squads from NSW and
Victoria have raided the home
of embattled federal MP Craig
Thomson.

Officers raided Mr Thomson’s
NSW Central Coast home on
Wednesday just after Tam
(AEDT) on behalf of Victoria
Police who are investigating
allegations Mr Thomson im-
properly used Health Services
Union (HSU) funds to spend
on prostitutes, air travel, enter-
tainment and cash withdraw-
als in excess of $100,000.
They spent about two-and-half
hours at the house after arriv-
ing in a convoy of vehicles.
About eight officers left short-
ly after 10am (AEDT) carrying
sealed evidence bags which
they loaded into five police
cars.

They then headed to Mr Thom-
son’s electoral office at Tug-
gerah.

Mr Thomson emerged from
the house around 10.30am
(AEDT) and told media police
had taken a “couple of docu-
ments” during the search that
he had volunteered.

“Can | say at the outset, I've
done nothing wrong and we
are fully co-operating with po-
lice in relation to the Health
Services Union investigation,”
Mr Thomson said.

“We think there is still some
time for this investigation to
go before it’s concluded.

“But I'm very much looking to
it concluding, hopefully, be-
fore the end of this year.”

Mr Thomson said he had not
been charged with anything.
“It was part of the routine pro-
cedures that we fully expect-
ed,” he said.

He said there was not much
more he could add, given the
investigation was ongoing.
Under intense questioning re-
porters, Mr Thomson said he
did “not expect to be charged
in relation to this matter”.

“I expect that at the end of the
day, the position | have taken,
where | spoke for over an hour
in parliament, which | have
said in the last four years that |
have done no wrongdoing, will
be vindicated,” he said.

Faced with a barrage of ques-
tions from reporters, Mr Thom-
son cut short his press confer-
ence and went back inside his
house.

Shortly after, Mr Thomson’s
wife ran over camera equip-

ment belonging to a Sky News
team as she tried to leave the
house.

Zoe Arnold, Mr Thomson’s
wife, was trying to avoid a
media pack when the accident
happened.

But while Mr Thomson praised
police handling of the search,
his lawyer, Chris McArdle,
lashed out, saying it was
“scandalous” that news crews
arrived around the same time
as police.

“‘Mr Thomson knew nothing
about this but every journalist
in the country did,” he said.
“Obviously, as is the normality
in these things, the target of
the search warrant was taken
completely by surprise,” he
told the ABC.

“The scandalous aspect of
this, is that press arrived al-
most at the same time as the
police and a camera crew was
outside at almost the same
time as the police.”

Mr McArdle queried whether
the purpose of the raid was
the administration of justice or
a continuing campaign against
Mr Thomson.

“We are supremely confident
that there will be no charge
brought before a court by the
police against our client.”
Earlier, Mr McArdle said the
MP was very distressed and
worried by the raid although
he appeared calm when con-
fronted by reporters outside
his home.

“His family are obviously very
distressed,” Mr McArdle said.
“Police have an obligation to
investigate matters and we un-
derstand and appreciate that.
However, we anticipate that no
charges with be laid.”

Mr McArdle went on to say
that he believes the raid “will
be one more brick in the wall
of Mr Thomson’s innocence”’.
NSW Police confirmed they
assisted Victoria Police in ex-
ecuting a search warrant on
Mr Thomson'’s property.

In a statement, Victoria Police
said a warrant was executed
in Bateau Bay on Wednesday
morning with the assistance
of NSW police, as part of the
Operation Vespine investiga-
tion.

“Fraud and extortion squad
detectives would like to thank
NSW police Strike Force Car-
narvon for their ongoing as-
sistance,” the statement said.

“As the investigation is ongo-
ing, it would be inappropriate
to comment further.”

The Victorian Police investi-
gation focuses solely on al-
legations Mr Thomson, while
national secretary of the HSU
based in Melbourne between
2002-2007, spent more thann
$6000 on prostitutes using
union credit cards and took
more than $100,000 off the
cards in cash withdrawals -
some of which is alleged was
spent on personal items. Fair
Work Australia also alleges al-
leged some of that money was
also used on prostitutes.

A separate NSW Police inves-
tigation is looking at broader
allegations of fraud of the HSU
allegedly involving former
HSU boss Michael Williamson
and also Mr Thomson.

That investigation is looking
into claims both men received
credit cards from a printing
firm contracted by the union
as “secret commissions”’.
Last week Fair Work Australia
(FWA) launched civil action
against Mr Thomson alleging
he breached workplace laws
37 times and misused almost
$500,000 when he was nation-
al secretary of the HSU from
2002 t0 2007.

The former Labor MP, now an
independent, faces fines of up
to $450,000 if the court finds,
among other things, he spent
thousands of dollars of union
funds on prostitutes.

Raid a blow for Gillard govern-
ment

The police raid on Mr Thom-
son’s house is another blow
for the Gillard Government
which has also seen its hand-
picked Speaker, Peter Slipper,
resign in disgrace a fortnight
ago over a batch of lewd
emails were made public.
Prime Minister Julia Gillard in
late April sought to distance
her Government from Mr
Thomson, announcing that a
“line had been crossed” and
that the former Health Servic-
es Union boss would resign
from the Labor Caucus and sit
on the cross-benches in par-
liament.

In the first reaction to the
Thomson raid, Senior Gillard
Government Minister and Sen-
ate Leader Chris Evans offered
cautious support for the sus-
pended Labor MP, saying he

was entitled to the presump-
tion of innocence” following
the police raid.

“Obviously these are matters
of huge public controversy.
We should let these things run
their course,” Senator Evans
told Sky News.

The police, he said, have to do
their job and we should refrain
from commenting on it until its
clear what the outcomes are.”
Opposition Leader Tony Ab-
bott has urged Mr Thomson to
co-operate fully with police.
Mr Abbott also praised police
for their work in the case.

“I think it’s very important this
member of parliament fully co-
operates with police,” Mr Ab-
bott told reporters in Adelaide
on Wednesday.

“The police have shown a lot
of diligence in trying to ensure
that low paid workers’ money
is not misused.”

Opposition workplace rela-
tions spokesman Eric Abetz
said the raid was a significant
development in this ongoing
saga’.

“It is now clear that despite Mr
Thomson’s repeated claims to
the contrary, he is a person of
interest in both the Victorian
and NSW police fraud squad
investigations,” Senator Abetz
said in a statement.

The raid comes just one week
after the under siege MP sat
down exclusively with the
Central Coast Express Advo-
cate and pleaded with voters
to be judged on his record.
‘Judge me on what | have
done and want to do and will
continue to dedicate myself to
doing for this area,” he said.
“All the other stuff you can put
aside,” Mr Thomson said.
HSU president charged
Earlier this month, Strike
Force Carnarvon charged for-
mer HSU national president
Michael Williamson with 20
offences.

It’s alleged Mr Williamson re-
cruited five former and current
HSU officials to hinder police
investigations.

In May, Strike Force Carnarvon
officers raided the central head-
quarters of the union’s east
branch, seizing documents
and computers in search of
evidence relating to a broader
investigation into allegations
Williamson and Mr Thomson
received secret commissions
from a union supplier.
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