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—daind CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
L9 Registered Migration Agent
| MARN; 1174229
g == FORALL ENQUIRIES
| CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
i i) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O3 g Cfakeadiy daglaztlg 719 1 @l po dbatm) pgdd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
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HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE
2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
Tet:(03) 9308 0880- Faux {03) 9308 0506
SYDNEY: BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE: PERTH:
101 Beenleigh Rl | 6 GeorseSireet | 68 NcDowed Street

Acici Ridee, b 4108 |Gaeea Fieks, 54 5107 Welshpeol Wa 6106
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iy Ll TIPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciaton? Hs time for
change!

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.,

As a rapidly growing company, we're ahways looking for
refiable, well spoken and well presented indhiduals.

IPS (dad
& Security

Every IPS Security employes confributes fo our .
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for i.l?.’#"
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a varniety of h“ml R
positions all over the Melbowmne Metropolitan area. To be (S

suitabde fo join our team you must:
& Hold a first Aid certificate

- - -

- :nll:l :::.t Victorian rlﬁem:lﬂnt: Licence i:" ﬁﬂ'l‘!‘b‘
- ave ion, Comimi Loyalty - .
= Speak fluent English Jh ij Hh#
*  Hawve excellent presentation :nﬂ‘lii h'ﬁi
= Be reliable -
We hawve the following secunty positions available; JM‘L-' hwl
Crowd Control .
[Evenis) uu
® Ayailable 7 daysinights
Static posifions kdask
Patrol positions
We have full time, part i;“flem casual positions i B =
able.
Fmﬁ;usnpplmtsmednqtappw - Adgge ﬂ"‘?_?
Victoria Lisence Number: 774.201-10S -Jaall g dda
Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572627 Akl b Gukams

1 Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com.au r
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Prime Minister Najib Mikati heads a meeting at the Grand Serail in Beirut, Wednesday, Oct 3, 2012. (The Daily Star/
Dalati Nohra, HO)

BEIRUT: Prime Minister
Najib Mikati said Wednes-
day that he asked foreign
officials he met in New
York to help Lebanon se-
cure funding for a $1.6 bil-
lion plan that will provide
the Lebanese Army with
weapons and equipment.
“l stressed again that
Lebanon looks forward
to direct international pa-
tronage to secure funding
for a plan approved by
the Cabinet to provide the
Army with weapons,” In-
formation Minister Walid
Daouk quoted Mikati as
saying during a Cabinet
session.

Mikati, who led the ses-
sion, briefed ministers on
the outcome of his meet-
ings with international of-
ficials in New York, where
he headed Lebanon’s del-
egation for the meeting
of the General Assembly
last week.

He said he came away
from those meetings with
a sense that the officials
appreciate the Army’s
role in preserving stabil-
ity in Lebanon and sup-
port the country’s disso-
ciation policy.

Mikati regretted that de-
spite even international
support for the Army,
some media outlets chose
to attack it.

The prime minister’s re-
marks came a day after
Al-Arabiya television re-
ported that Army person-
nel ordered the assas-
sination of anti-Bashar
Assad Sheikh Ahmad
Abdel-Wahed on Syrian

orders. Abdel-Wahed was
killed on May 20 at an
Army checkpoint in Ak-
kar.

Mikati said that the judi-
ciary was investigating
Abdel-Wahed'’s death and
reiterated the Army would
abide by the judiciary’s
decision.

The ministers tackled
other topics during the
meeting, including the
approval of a ministerial
committee under Mikati
to discuss a mechanism
to intercept phone calls
while protecting civil lib-
erties.

Ministers also approved
the formation of a com-
mittee to be headed by
Justice Minister Shakib
Qortbawi to study the
establishment of an in-
dependent national com-
mittee for the missing
and forcibly disappeared
Lebanese. President Mi-
chel Sleiman will host a
Cabinet session at Baab-
da Palace Monday.
Separately, a source fa-
miliar with the salary
scale talks told The Daily
Star that the draft law
would only be referred to
Parliament when sources
of revenue to finance it
were secured.

The source said the sal-
ary scale is a “thorny
issue; its approval was
wrong and continues to
be wrong and all groups
should be responsible.”
Last month, Cabinet ap-
proved a new salary scale
for the public sector, en-
abling state employees

and teachers at private
and public schools to
benefit from a pay raise
passed in January.
Teachers and state em-
ployees are striking on
Oct 10 to protest the
delay in referring the law
to Parliament. Earlier in
the day, Mikati chaired a
ministerial meeting which
discussed developing a
plan to deal with around
80,000 Syrian refugees
who have fled to Lebanon
since March 2011. “It was
proposed that the Health,
Education, Social Affairs
and Interior ministries as
well as the Higher Relief
Committee take several
steps,” said Social Af-
fairs Minister Wael Abu
Faour, who attended the
meeting.

Abu Faour added that an-
other meeting would be
held Monday to make a
final decision on the pro-
posals that were made,
describing Wednesday’s
meeting as a first step to-
ward a clear plan for the
state to deal with refu-
gees.

For his part, Education
Minister Hassan Diab
said that public schools
in Lebanon had so far
received around 10,000
Syrian students. “Private
schools are also receiv-
ing [Syrian] students ...
all those are students fol-
lowing Lebanese curricu-
lum.”

He added that the dead-
line for Syrian students
to register in schools is
Oct. 10.

Turkey patience snaps after Syria attack

BEIRUT: Turkery fired ar-
tillery at Syrian territory
Wednesday after a mortar
bomb launched from Syr-
ia killed five Turkish civil-
ians, ratcheting up fears
of a regional spillover of
the 18-month confflict.
Turkey responded after
what it called “the last
straw” when a mortar
bomb hit a residential
neighborhood of the bor-
der town of Akcakale.
Violence inside Syria
also intensified with three
suicide car bombs and a
mortar barrage ripping
through a government-
controlled district of cen-
tral Aleppo housing a mil-
itary officers’ club, killing
A8 people, according to
activists. A jihadist group,
Al-Nusra Front, claimed
responsibility for the at-
tacks.

“Our armed forces in the
border region respond-
ed immediately to this
abominable attack in line
with their rules of engage-
ment; targets were struck
through  artillery fire
against places in Syria
identified by radar,” Prime
Minister Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan’s office said of the
attacks on Akcakale.
Turkey’s NTV television
said Turkish radar pin-
pointed the positions
from where the mortar
bombs were fired on Ak-
cakale, and those posi-
tions were hit.

Residents of Akcakale
gathered outside the lo-
cal mayor’s office at the
sound of fire, afraid to re-
turn to their homes as the
dull thud of distant artil-
lery fire rumbled across
the town, AFP reported.
“Turkey will never leave
unanswered such kinds
of provocation by the
Syrian regime against our
national security,” Erdo-
gan said.

There were no immedi-
ate details of the Turkish
strikes against Syria, nor
was it clear who had fired
the mortar into Turkish

territory.

But Syria’s information
minister said Damascus
is looking into the origin
of the deadly cross-bor-
der shelling.

“The concerned par-
ties are currently study-
ing the origin of the fire
against Turkey,” Omran
Zoabi said in a statement
reported by state televi-
sion.

“Syria offers it sincere
condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims and to
our friends the Turkish
people,” he added.
However, he reiterated
Damascus’ call that its
neighbors respect its bor-
ders and stop “terrorists”
from infiltrating Syria.
The White House issued
a statement late Wednes-
day condemning Syria’s
shelling of Turkey, saying
“we stand with our Turk-
ish ally.”

Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton said Washing-
ton would discuss with
Ankara what the next
steps should be, calling
the spread of violence
a “very, very dangerous
situation.”

“This is yet another ex-
ample of the depraved
behavior of the Syrian re-
gime, and why it must go.
We regret the loss of life
in Turkey, a strong ally,”
Pentagon spokesman
George Little added.
NATO in an emergency
meeting backed Turkey
and called on Syria to re-
spect international law.
“The Alliance continues
to stand by Turkey and
demands the immediate
cessation of such ag-
gressive acts against an
Ally and urges the Syr-
ian regime to end flagrant
violations of international
law,” a statement said af-
ter the meeting.

The shelling “constitutes
a cause of greatest con-
cern for, and is strongly
condemned by, all allies,”
NATO ambassadors said
in a statement, after they

held a rare Ilate-night
meeting at Turkey’s re-
quest to discuss the inci-
dent.

Turkey’s  military  re-
sponse to the shelling
contrasted with its rela-
tive restraint when Syria
shot down a Turkish re-
connaissance jet in June.
Turkish Deputy Prime
Minister Bulent Arinc
said after the mortar at-
tack: “This latest incident
is the last straw. Turkey
is a sovereign country.
Its own soil has been at-
tacked.”

“There must be a re-
sponse to this under in-
ternational law,” he said,
according to the Cihan
news agency.

As NATO said it would
stand by Turkey, violence
killed at least 112 people
across Syria, according
to the Local Coordination
Committees.

In Aleppo, two car bombs
went off in quick succes-
sion around Saadallah al-
Jabiri Square near a mili-
tary officers’ club, ripping
off part of a hotel’s facade
and flattening a two-story
cafe, an AFP correspon-
dent reported.

A man, whose family
owns a coffee shop over-
looking the square, de-
scribed the sound of the
blasts as “terrifying.”

“I ran to my parents’ room
and found their faces cov-
ered in blood,” said the
man, who identified him-
self only as Omar. “Most
of the people rescued
from under the rubble of
the hotel were soldiers.”

A third bomb exploded
soon afterward at an en-
trance to the Old City
in the nearby district of
Bab Jnein, the Observa-
tory and a military official
said.

At least A8 people were
killed and almost 100
wounded, the Britain-
based Observatory said,
citing medics. “Most
of them were regime
troops,” it added.
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Peter Slipper to face his accuser, James Ashby

Slammed by judge ... Peter Slipper | Pic: Gary Ramage Source:

The Daily Telegraph

Political advisor James Ashby
| Pic: Megan Slade Source:
The Daily Telegraph

THE Speaker appears to
have given waiting media
the slip as he arrived in
court for mediation talks
with his former adviser
James Ashby.

Peter Slipper is at the Fed-
eral Court in Sydney, and
it has been confirmed that
mediation has begun.
Slipper hasn’t been seen
outside the court since
8am, but Comcars are al-
lowed to access the judi-
cial carpark.

It’s believed Mr Slipper
was dropped off earlier
this morning in a Comcar.
His former adviser James
Ashby walked into court in
the usual manner, flanked
by spokesman Anthony
McClellan, but refused to
comment.

On Wednesday morning,
James Ashby has arrived
at court to begin media-
tion with Speaker Peter
Slipper.

Dressed in a suit and
flanked by his spokesman

Anthony McClellan, Mr
Ashby made no comment
as he arrived at Sydney’s
Federal Court.

Mr Slipper will today sit
face-to-face with James
Ashby to attempt to re-
solve their legal battle.

Mr Slipper was yesterday
ordered, along with his
former adviser, to attend
the Federal Court in Syd-
ney today for mediation
in front of a registrar - but
not before Justice Ste-
phen Rares lambasted him
for not coming to court on
tuesday “when he should
have.”

“There’s no reason why
he’s not here. It’s outra-
geous behaviour from
someone who should
know far better than to
treat the court to this dis-
courtesy” Justice Rares
said.

“He can’t just treat the
court as something where
he can say ‘I'm sorry, I'm
not here’. There are clear
consequences for litigants
who don’t turn up, which
| would have thought he
would be aware of He’s
not a man in penury, he’s
the Speaker of the House
of Representatives and I'm
sure he gets paid for it.”
Mr Slipper contacted the
court by email over the
long weekend to say he
couldn’t attend, adding
he would be free to par-
ticipate in mediation this

week.

Justice Rares said there
was a chance the case,
which includes Mr Ash-
by’s claims of sexual ha-
rassment and the Speak-
er’s application that his
former adviser’s suit is an
abuse of process, could
be resolved by “people
being forced to talk to one
another”.

He said Mr Ashby’s agreed
settlement with the Com-
monwealth last week for
$50,000 was something
“that may not have been
anticipated.”

“This case cries out for a
resolution,” he said.

Mr Ashby’s counsel Mi-
chael Lee SC said his
client would attend after
earlier saying the 33-
year-old had been “more
demonised than the Exor-
cist”.

Julian Burnside QC, bar-
rister for the Common-
wealth, said Mr Slipper
would attend.

The Speaker is without
legal representation after
parting ways with his Mel-
bourne-based lawyers last
month.

By not attending court
himself on tuesday, he
wasn’t represented at all,
sparking Justice Rare’s
ire.

The court heard there is
trouble with last week’s
settlement with lawyers
for the Commonwealth
wanting Mr Ashby to sign
a deed saying the gov-
ernment had no ongoing
liability - something Mr
Lee said was at odds with
what had been agreed to.
If mediation is unsuccess-
ful the case will return to
court before Justice Rares
on thursday.

The court heard Mr Slipper
had been subject to “in-
trusive media” but Mr Lee
described his decision to
not turn up yesterday as
“an indulgence.”

Mr Ashby will travel to
Sydney from Queensland,
while Mr Slipper was be-
lieved to be in Canberra.

Michael Williamson arrested over hindering HSU probe

FORMER Health Servic-
es Union (HSU) national
president Michael William-
son has been arrested for
allegedly attempting to
hinder investigations into
fraud against and corrup-
tion within the union.
Williamson, 59, arrived at
Sydney’s Maroubra Po-
lice Station at 1.A5am this
morning and is expected
to be charged later in the
day over his involvement
in the HSU scandal.

Mr Williamson walked in
with one other person,
presumed to be his law-
yer, and plain clothed po-
lice stood by outside. It’s
the first he has been seen
since July, when he quit
as national present of the
union by text message.
NSW police have been
investigating claims of
systemic corruption at
the HSU East branch, of
which Mr Williamson was
secretary for 15 years.

It is alleged by police
he hindered investiga-
tions into fraud against
and corruption within the
HSU.

Williamson was inside the
police station for about an
hour this morning before
being driven out the back
exit by detectives.

When the car was sur-
rounded by the media,
Williamson, who was
wearing a suit and tie and
sitting in the rear of the
vehicle, covered his face
with his hands.
Detectives anticipate
charging him with a num-
ber of offences relating to
hindering investigations,
including recruiting a per-
son to engage in criminal

s

Michael Williamson has been arrested this morning. Picture: Justin Lloyd Source: The Daily Telegraph

activity and officer of an
organisation publishing
false statements.

Former Labor MP Craig
Thomson, who suspend-
ed his membership of the
ALP earlier this year and
now sits as an indepen-
dent, was assistant sec-
retary of the NSW branch
of the HSU from 1999 to
2002.

Mr Thomson, who be-
came HSU national sec-
retary before entering
parliament in 2007, was
accused of misusing
more than $500,000 of
union member funds, in-
cluding on prostitutes. He
denies all wrongdoing.

A spokeswoman for
State Crime Command
said Williamson would
be charged with multiple
offences and that police
were unsure how long the
process would take.

She would not confirm
whether the charges re-
lated to an incident in
which Mr Williamson was
stopped by police in a
car park adjacent to the
HSU’s Sydney offices.
The central headquar-
ters of the union’s East
Branch was raided by
fraud squad officers from
the NSW police strike
force Carnarvon in May.
They police seized docu-
ments and computers in
search of evidence relat-
ed to an investigation into
allegations Mr Williamson
and a former official, now
federal MP Craig Thom-
son, received secret com-
missions from a union
supplier.

Mr Williamson - who was
suspended from work at

i 4

the time - allegedly had
a bag of documents with
him when he was inter-
cepted by police in a car
park.

He resignation as nation-
al president via text mes-
sage to a senior union
official in July came in
response to the leaking
of a report by barrister lan
Temby QC.

Mr Temby found more
than $20 million of ques-
tionable payments were
made to suppliers without
any form of tendering or
contract.

His report into the HSU
East branch revealed ex-
travagant salaries, exces-
sive credit cards claims,
misuse of union funds,
nepotism and poor gover-
nance.

Mr Williamson was the
president of the Austra-
lian Labor Party at the
time of the alleged activi-
ties.

The HSU scandal has em-
broiled suspended Labor
MP Craig Thomson, a for-
mer national secretary of
the HSU and made mat-
ters difficult for the fed-
eral government.

HSU member Gerard
Haye, who is running for
the union’s general secre-
tary position in upcoming
elections, said it was “a
dark day for the union”.
“We need to be rebuilding
the union and commit to
the membership to move
forward and get the union
back in the hands of the
membership,” he told
AAP.

A media briefing will be
held at Maroubra Police
Station later in the day.




Page 37

Saturday 6 October 2012

the middie east

JEEEN

Yoo\ Y Uo¥l it 1 el

YV iodua

News

Australia should learn EU lessons: Abbott

OPPOSITION Leader Tony
Abbott says former Future
Fund head David Mur-
ray’s warning that Austra-
lia risks a European-style
economic downturn if
debt is not addressed is a
“timely reminder”.

Mr  Murray said on
Wednesday Australia’s
dependence on the rest
of the world for trade and
capital financing made it
“easily possible” to fol-
low the path of countries
like Greece, which face
problems repaying their
sovereign debt problems.
“l think that’'s a timely
warning from David Mur-
ray,” Mr Abboit told re-
porters in Melbourne on
Thursday.

“The lesson of Europe is
that countries can go very
quickly from a strong po-
sition to a parlous posi-
tion if things aren’t well
managed.”

The federal government
had “completely mishan-
dled the mining sector”
by loading it with extra

costs, such as the mining
tax and carbon tax.

“This is a government
which just assumes that
rivers of gold will keep on
flowing into this country,”
Mr Abbott said.

“Well, I'm afraid you can
never make that kind of
assumption.”

Assistant Treasurer Da-
vid Bradbury said earlier
on Thursday that while
it was important to bal-
ance the national budget,
the comparison between
Greece and Australia was
“frankly reckless and irre-
sponsible”.

“It’s) like telling Black
Caviar if she didn’t watch
out, next year she’d be
giving kids pony rides at

the St Marys Spring Festi-
val,” he told Sky News.
“This is the sort of thing
that you hear if you listen
to Alan Jones on 2GB.”
Greece’s economy has
been contracting for the
past six years but Aus-
tralia has had 21 years of
ongoing growth, Mr Brad-

bury said.

Liberal frontbencher
Bruce Billson said Mr
Murray’s comments
showed the government’s
economic management

strategy was unsustain-
able.

“This government is not
only spending all the
money that’s coming in,
they’re borrowing $100
million a day,” he said.

Jones comments a ‘beli-
way’ issue: Pyne

MP Christopher Pyne (pic) says ordinary Australians don’t care
about about the Alan Jones kerfuffle.

SENIOR federal coalition
MP Christopher Pyne says
no one outside of political
circles cares about the Alan
Jones kerfuffle and Labor
should concentrate on ev-
eryday issues.

Labor MPs have been try-
ing to link comments Jones
made about Prime Minister
Julia Gillard>s late father to
Opposition Leader Tony Ab-
bott and the trend towards
personal attacks and vitriol
in national political debate.

Mr Abbotit has called the
comments wrong and of-
fensive but says he won’t
be boycotting the 2GB

broadcaster.

Mr Pyne said the fact Labor
was trying to make political
mileage out of the affair em-
phasised how low the party
had sunk.

“‘People in Main Street,
Australia couldn’t care less
about these inside-the-bell-
way issues,” he told report-
ers in Canberra on Wednes-
day.

They were much more inter-
ested in how they were go-
ing to pay their bills.

“It’s time Labor started gov-
erning rather than this per-
petual state of campaign-

i »

ing.

Transport
nheeded-:

TRAFFIC chaos in Mel-
bourne caused by the
shutdown of two city tun-
nels shows investment in
transport infrastructure is
needed, federal Opposi-
tion Leader Tony Abboit
says.

Mr Abbott says the coali-
tion’s full fiscal position
will be publicly available
well before the next elec-
tion and it will reveal a
focus on
spending.
“One of the things the Aus-
tralian public will see from
us, which they haven’t
seen from this govern-
ment, is a commitment to
the kind of infrastructure
which is really going to
make a difference,” Mr Ab-
bott told reporters in Mel-
bourne on Wednesday.
“We’ve got traffic chaos in
Melbourne today because
of problems with some of
the tunnels.

“This just emphasises the
need to get cracking with
the transport projects that
Melbourne so desperately
needs.”

Mr Abbott said the most
obvious project is the East

infrastructure

investment

Abbott

West Link, to which the
coalition has pledged $1.5
billion in funding should it
win government

“We are confident with
$1.5 billion from the Com-
monwealth the work can
be underway within 18
months of a new govern-
ment in Canberra at the
latest,” he said.

“We want to see cranes
over our cities, we want to
see traffic moving around
our cities, we want to see
better public transport
as well as better private
transport, and the best
way to get that is with
better infrastructure and
modern infrastructure is
precisely what people will
see from an incoming co-
alition government.”

The federal government
has said the East West
Link, a proposed 18km
road connection between
the Eastern Freeway and
Western Ring Road, is not
a top federal priority.
CityLink’s tunnels
have been shut since
early Wednesday morn-
ing because of a computer
glitch.

two

Gillard says don’t talk
down the economy

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard has warned against
talking down the Austra-
lian economy.

Ms Gillard was respond-
ing to suggestions that a
surprise decision by the
Reserve Bank to cut its
official cash rate on Tues-
day was a reflection of a
slowing economy.

The prime minister said
the economy would grow
at about trend or three per
cent in the coming year.
The investment and pro-
duction peaks of the re-
sources boom were still

“in front of us”’.

“The Reserve Bank was
crystal clear about that
yesterday,” Ms Gillard
told reporters in Launces-
ton on Wednesday.

But she acknowledged a
high Australian dollar was
putting pressure on other
industries.

“It-s important that no
one talks our economy
down.

‘We acknowledge that
it is an economy with
strengths - that means
jobs and opportunities for
Australians.”

Calls for Vic East West
Link renewed

TRAFFIC chaos sparked
by a computer glitch that
closed two Melbourne
CBD tunnels during the
morning peak hour has
reignited calls for an East
West Link to ease conges-
tion on the city’s roads.
The Burnley and Domain
tunnels were closed after
CityLink’s neon speed
and lane changing signs
suddenly stopped work-
ing, sending traffic into
a standstill from 5am
(AEST) on Wednesday.
Roads within 20km of the
central area faced mas-
sive congestion and the
RACV says the incident
shows Melbourne’s total
reliance on the M\ cor-
ridor of CityLink and the
West Gate and Monash
freeways.

The chaos faced by com-
muters shows the critical
need for an East West
Link, RACV policy man-
ager Brian Negus said.
“This vital tunnel ... must
be constructed to pro-
vide an alternative route
across town for road us-
ers and to relieve the con-
gestion in the northern
section of the city which
occurs every day,” he
said in a statement.

The Victorian govern-
ment has been pushing
for the East West Link, a

proposed 18 km road con-
nection between the East-
ern Freeway and Western
Ring Road, but the federal
government has said it is
not a top federal priority.
Mr Negus called on the
federal government to
match a $1.5 billion East
West Link funding com-
mitment made by Opposi-
tion Leader Tony Abbott.
Victorian Transport Minis-
ter Terry Mulder also used
the incident to renew calls
for federal funding for the
East West Link.

“The situation is unac-
ceptable and they are
going to continue unless
we do something about
a second river crossing,”
he told Fairfax radio on
Wednesday.

“We can’t rely on that sin-
gle route. We have to build
the East West Link.”

Mr Abbott said the traffic
chaos showed the need
to get cracking on trans-
port projects.

He said the most obvious
project is the East West
Link.

“We are confident with
$1.5 billion from the Com-
monwealth the work can
be underway within 18
months of a new govern-
ment in Canberra at the
latest,” he told reporters
in Melbourne.
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CEO earns more despite Fair-

fax’s struggles

Mr Hywood received $2.02
million in base salary,
cash bonuses and shares
in 2012, with the potential
to earn another $646,000
in share grants should
performance hurdles be
met.

He earned a fixed $1.55
million in base salary with
$48,000 in superannua-
tion and other benefits in
2012, wunchanged from
last year, along with a
performance bonus of
$420,000.

Yet the $420,000 is half
of what he was entitled to
under the Fairfax’'s com-
pensation scheme, with
Mr Hywood volunteering
to forgo half of the total
“given the difficult trading
environment”. Shares in
the company have been in
freefall in recent months,
plunging from 96 cents in
October 28, 2011, to a re-
cord low of 39.5 cents this
morning. The company is
facing a mix of challeng-
es, including a collapse in
advertising revenue and
a structural shift by con-
sumers away from print
newspapers.

Despite the hard times
for Fairfax and the media
industry broadly, Mr Hy-
wood’'s total compensa-
tion has increased. Last
year he earned a total of
$1.52 million including
shares, the Fairfax annual
report showed. The in-
crease in his pay reflects
Mr Hywood’s status as a
permanent appointment.
He was appointed as per-
manent chief executive in
February 2011. He had
been acting managing
director from December
2010.

In response to the wors-
ening conditions this year
Fairfax paid Mr Hywood
only “those elements
related to cost reduc-
tion targets” achieved
through the year. Under
the company’s long-term
equity-based  incentive
scheme, Mr Hywood was

awarded 943,063 shares
which vest after three
years based half on the
outcome of Fairfax's to-
tal shareholder return
and half on the stock’s
compound annual growth
rate.

Fairfax said it achieved
a run rate of savings
worth $56 million in the
year to June 2012, linked
to the Fairfax of the Fu-
ture transformation pro-
gramme, which included
the closure of some pro-
duction and print func-
tions in Australia and New
Zealand, a restructure of
support services, includ-
ing human resources and
IT and the outsourcing of
some sub-editing.
The program also
proved the yield on sub-
scriptions for The Sydney
Morning Herald and The
Age, while cutting unprof-
itable circulation chan-
nels for the two metro
newspapers.  Chairman
Roger Corbett received a
base salary of $397,000
in 2012, with an addition-
al $35,7130 in superan-
nuation in 2012, up from
a total of $412,629 in the
previous year.

In addition to Mr Hy-
wood’s voluntary reduc-
tion of his cash bonus,
Fairfax outlined a list of
other measures to ad-
dress executive pay in a
time of falling profits.

The company said there
would be no increase in
directors’ fees in 2013
and fixed pay for direc-
tors earning $150,000
or more had been frozen
until 2013, unless a union
contract stipulated dif-
ferently. Rights had been
substituted for share allo-
cations in the company’s
long term incentive plan,
Fairfax said. Also after
2013, the company will
scrap a retest of perfor-
mance hurdles conduct-
ed in the fourth year if
vesting criteria aren’t met
within three years.

im-

Fed govt funding could reduce tolls: NSW

TOLLS on a proposed
$10 billion motorway
linking western Syd-
ney to the city could be
reduced if the federal
government gives Syd-
ney a fair share of infra-
structure funding, NSW
Premier Barry O’Farrell
says.

Infrastructure NSW
(INSW) has released a
report recommending
70 projects and reforms
over five, 10 and 20 year
periods.

It includes the 33km
WestConnex motorway
connecting the MA in
Sydney’s west to the city,
airport and M5 East.

The state government
immediately devoted
$1.8 billion to the high-
priority project, funded
by the sale of NSW’s
electricity = generators
and long-term leasing of
the desalination plant.

Tolls will cover about 15
per cent of the remaining
cost, Mr O’Farrell said on
Thursday.

“If we wanted to reduce
the tolls, it would be very
useful if the federal gov-
ernment started to give
NSV, started to give
Sydney, its fair share of
infrastructure funding,”
the premier told Macqua-
rie Radio on Thursday.
He said Melbourne had
received $800 million of
funding from Infrastruc-
ture Australia, while Syd-
ney had only been given
$20 million to date.

“If we got another $180
million it could go into
this project and help
keep the tolls low,” Mr

O’Farrell said.
“I don’t understand it.
“The federal govern-

ment, Labor, has fed-
eral seats in Sydney and
many of those seats are

‘No case for fast rail’: repor

rejects Canberra-Sydney link

The NSW infrastructure
authority has snubbed the
idea of Canberra as Syd-
ney’s second airport with
the two hubs linked by a
high speed rail link.
Infrastructure NSW wants
a second Sydney airport
built at Badgerys Creek
on the city’s westerns out-
skirts and says that high
speed rail between Austra-
lian cities is an expensive
and unproven idea.

Both the owners of Can-
berra Airport and the ACT
Government want to see
the capital’s airport take
flights bound for Sydney
with a longer term option
of moving passengers to
the NSW capital on a fast
rail link.

But the State Infrastruc-
ture Strategy, published
by Infrastructure NSW this
morning, is dismissive of
fast rail and the option of
a Canberra air-link is not

even discussed in the 212
page document

The agency, headed by
former NSW premier Nick
Greiner, reported that high
speed rail had no place in
its $30 billion state infra-
structure plan.

“The proposed [high speed
rail] scheme is expensive,
$68 — $108 billion,” the re-
ports states.

“Operating costs, due to
the long distances noted,
would also be high, rela-
tive to air travel.

“A commitment of this
scale requires a high de-
gree of certainty that it will
achieve its identified ob-
jectives.

“To date, Infrastructure
NSW believes the case has
not been made as to why a
rail option would provide
such transformative ben-
efits that it would compete
with aviation, even with a
heavy subsidy.”

around this area affected
by the traffic congestion
that’s being caused by a
lack of investment.”

Mr O’Farrell said Prime
Minister Julia Gillard
should match Opposi-
tion Leader Tony Ab-
bott’s $1.5 billion pledge
to fund a motorway if
elected.

Despite the obvious po-
litical divisions, NSW
Treasurer Mike Baird

said infrastructure proj-
ects had long been de-
cided by politics and
elections, promising this
time it was different.

“It is a real opportunity
for them (the federal
government) to put all
the history aside and say
let’s get this thing mov-
ing again,” he told ABC
radio on Thursday.
INSW wants WestCon-
nex to be built by 2022.

Gillard rules out appearing
on Jones’s program

Prime Minister Julia Gillard. Source: Getty Images

Prime Minister Julia Gillard
has declined to comment
on the offensive remarks
broadcaster Alan Jones
made about her late fa-
ther other than to say she
would never appear on his
program again, she had
not spoken to Jones since
he made the remarks and
she had no intention of do-
ing so.

Ms Gillard, who is in Tas-
mania, has made her first
public appearance since
it was reported that Jones
had told a Young Liberal
function that her father
died of shame because of
the lies she told.

Ministers have lined up to
condemn Jones and im-
plicate Opposition Leader
Tony Abbott by claiming
he had created the culture
of personal denigration in
politics that encouraged
the likes of Jones.

Ms Gillard has repeatedly
told reporters in Launces-

ton this afternoon she did
not want to comment on
the matter.

“I'm just not getting into it
at all,” she said.

However, in her introduc-
tory remarks, she did say
at the outset that she and
her family had been over-
whelmed with messages of
goodwill since her father,
John, passed away aged
83 after a battle with ill-
ness.

Jones said he had tried to
ring Ms Gillard to apolo-
gise directly but Ms Gillard
said today that would not
be happening.

‘I haven't spoken to Mr
Jones and | don't intend
to,” she said.

Ms Gillard hasn’t appeared
on Mr Jones's program
since February last year
when he scolded the Prime
Minister for being 10 min-
utes late for the interview,
and then went on to call
her “Ju-liar’.
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