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UALM condemns Sydney protests | 4939 Mku=t lia sl dgall ol M-ﬁ Y00 (g eyl g il

“Wake up call for Australian Government as UALM fully M‘M‘ dbjﬁ M‘S Lg l 9:‘940“ uf)AJl )Lw‘s jf;uﬁjihlf:s'.a

supports Prime Minister Gillard and Opposition Leader Ab-
bot in their stances”.

19/09/2012

Sydney, Australia: The United Australian Lebanese Move-
ment (UALM) condemns unequivocally the disruption of
peace and harmony on Australian streets that was per-
petrated by protestors who took offence to a film in the
United States believed to be insulting to Muslims

The UALM does not condone any film or statements that
demean or disrespect any person’s beliefs however we are
not sure why Australian Law Enforcement was the target of
such anger, or why the streets of Sydney should fall victim
to such displeasure.

Though one thing is for sure, these protestors did more
damage to the image of Islam than any film has ever done.
Two things should be taken from this ugly episode, the
first is that the opinions of extreme fringe groups advocat-
ing racist views in Australia will now become more main-
stream as these groups attempt to capitalize on the reac-
tion towards the despicable behaviour of the protestors.
The second and most important is the amount of Saudi
Arabian and Salafi flags that were seen on the streets of
Sydney, Tripoli, Tunisia, Libya, Sudan, Yemen and Egypt.
These are the same ideologies that have been supported
by the West the last 18 months in the so called “Arab
Spring”.

This is the same ideology of some forces currently backed
by the United States, Europe and Australia, recently in Lib-
ya and currently in Syria.

The UALM calls on the Australian government to review
its positions towards its support of fundamentalist groups
offshore in the light of this wakeup call on Australian soil.
The United Australian Lebanese Movement

Media Office

pressoffice@ualm.org.au

Phone: +61 3 9383 43717

Fax: +61 3 9383 4388

www.ualm.org.au
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Holden Astra 2002 - full options - rego 6
months - 2nd owner - 104000km -
dark blue color - excellent conditions

TEL: 0406887852 - 0430999980
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TEL/FAX: 03 9391 0686

MOB: 0417 949 650

il DL Al 9)9 3o 3130 oudant | dusuge

ur/d CENTRAL IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS.
S Registered Migration Agent
. MARN; 1174229
. 5| FORALL ENQUIRIES
| CALL DIANNA EL-HALABI
ON 0413 805 930.
i) Email: delhalabil@gmail.com
At Central Immigration Solutions, our qualified legal
experts can assist with all areas of practice, including
*Permanent Visas
*Temporary Visas
*Citizenship
*Visa Cancellation
*Deportation
Call us today to find out what we can do for you.

O3 g Cfakeadty daglaztlg 719 1 @l g0 dbatm) pgdd
*Appointed by the Victorian Government Justice of the Peace Reg No. 11838
*Appointed and authorised by the Australian Government Civil Marriage
Celebrant Reg No. A11175
*Individual and Personal ceremonies for all occasions and cultures

0457555555 :@d yf ok JhaiW

§ 311 5 g i 3 ng G SMlas g o b @Sl Lk st
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BLUESTAR

logistics
g
...uhiﬁmwﬂb wﬁh

HEAD OFFICE MELBOURNE

2432- Stanley Drive Somerton, Vic 3062
T, (03) 9308 0880- Fauc {03) 9308 0506

iy Ll TPS Security

Are you fed up with your current employer? Broken
promises, kack of respect, no appreciation? Hs time for

g IPS yad

At IPS Security we value our employees and know that
they are our business.
As a rapidly growing company. we're always looking for é Sel{:unt}r

refiable, well spoken and well presented indnviduals.
Every IPS Security employes confributes fo our ..
continued success-and fo our long-standing reputation for i.l?.’#"
excellence.

IPS Security requires qualified applicants for a variety of r y
positions all ower the Melbowmne Metropaolitan area. To be uﬂh'nﬂﬂl L"
suitabde fo join our team you must:

L Hedd a first Aid cerificate - s
# Hold a current Victorian Security Licence &' Pﬂ,bb
= Hawe dedicafion, Commitment & Loyalty

* Speak fluent English Jlﬂij i Lok
# Have excellent presentation 'znﬂ"i‘ h'ﬁ‘
# Be reliable .
We have the following security positions available: Jh“i'.! dualid!
Crowd Comnirol .
(Events) Al e

SYDNEY: BRISBANE: | ADELAIDE |  PERTH: = RSA certificate
. #  Ayailable 7 daysfnights
1M Beesleih Rd G Geonie Street | GB RicDowed Street Static positions e ok o
Acacia Ridee, Ol 4108 | Greea Fiebls, 54 7107 Welshpeol Wa 6106 Patrol positions
We have full time, part time and casual positions -k = #
ek L2} 6787 9500 Tel:(07} 3344 7400 | Tek {OH) 8287 G865 | Tel: (D8) 451 4766 ] available. Adgige 5
Farc (079778 4012 R (07) A4 T300 | Farc (06} 8339 0044 | Fac () 461 6744 F H:mmmparlﬁtes 1‘
) Victoria Licence Mumber: 774-201-105 d'“'" # 4

Tel: 1300 660 586 Fax: 1300 572 627 Jolad| 2 sdamg

Email: blue.star@bluestarlogistics.com.au — Web Site: www.bluestarlogistics.com.au
1 Email: employmentf@ipssecurity.com.au r
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Cabinet, security chiefs tackle kidnappings

From right, President Michel Sleiman, Prime Minister Najib Mikati and Minister Nicolas Fattoush

attend a Cabinet

ion at the presi

Daily StariMohammad Azakir)

BEIRUT: A man being held
hostage for ransom was
freed Wednesday evening
after Lebanese Army Intel-
ligence units confronted
his captors in Baalbek.

The raid on the armed
group came hours after
Cabinet summoned the
country’s top security
chiefs to Baabda Palace
to discuss a crackdown to
end a spate of kidnappings
in Lebanon.

“The directorate of [Army]
Intelligence succeeded in
finding the location of the
captive Fouad Daoud in
Tal al-Abiad in Baalbek and
engaged his captors in col-
laboration with an Army
patrol,” the Army said in a
statement.

“As the kidnapped was
freed, the Army arrested
one of the captors and is
still on the hunt for the oth-
ers involved in the kidnap-
ping.”

A security source told The
Daily Star one of the arrest-
ed kidnappers was identi-
fied by his last name, Alwa.
Daoud, 45, was abducted
last week in the Bekaa city
of Zahle. The kidnappers
had demanded $250,000
in ransom in several
phone conversations they
had with Daoud’s children.
Daoud was reunited with
his family after his rescue.
As Zahle’s political and re-
ligious figures called for a
day-long strike and a dem-
onstration in front of the
city’s Serail over Daoud’s
abduction the government
stepped up its efforts to
free him from his captors.
The kidnapping crisis took

ial palace in

y, Sept. 19, 2012. (The

center stage during Cabi-
net’s session, where both
President Michel Sleiman
and premier Najib Mikati
called for putting a stop to
the recent spate of abduc-
tions.

Prior to the Cabinet meet-
ing , which was held at 4
p.m. at Baabda Palace, Mi-
kati discussed the kidnap-
pings with Interior Minister
Marwan Charbel, Justice
Minister Shakib Qortbawi
and senior security offi-
cers at the Grand Serail.
“The  kidnap-for-ransom
phenomenon damages the
prestige of the state and
[strikes at] the heart of sta-
bility,” Mikati said at the
end of the meeting.

“The security services
must take stringent and
precautionary  measures
to prevent the recurrence
of such condemnable inci-
dents,” he added.

Charbel said after the meet-
ing that no kidnappings
would take place in the
country “from now on.”
The most recent kidnap-
ping victim is Ali Ahmad
Mansour, a 13-year-old fi-
nancier who was taken in
the Bekaa Valley Tuesday.
His captors are demanding
$15 million for his release.
A Lebanese man abducted
earlier in the week in the
Metn region northeast of
Beirut was freed Tuesday
after his family paid a ran-
som of $400,000.

Youssef Beshara’s ransom
was paid by his daughter
in the southern suburbs of
Beirut Tuesday.

Beshara, brother of Anis
Beshara who owns a popu-

lar chain of bakeries, was
kidnapped over the week-
end while driving in Bsalim,
northeast of Beirut.

Later in Baabda, the coun-
try’s top security chiefs,
including Internal Security
Forces commander Maj.
Gen. Ashraf Rifi; director
of General Security Brig.
Gen. Abbas Ibrahim; and
Army commander Gen.
Jean Kahwagi, joined the
Cabinet meeting for an
hour.Security chiefs were
asked by Sleiman and Mi-
kati to boost cooperation
to tackle the kidnappings.
During their meeting with
the ministers, the security
chiefs asked the govern-
ment to grant them access
to telecoms data and allow
them to monitor the sale of
unregistered mobile num-
bers.

The Cabinet, which had
47-items on its agenda,
also approved $1.6 billion
for the Army to finance
equipment.

According to government
officials, the fund will be
paid in four installments:
$100 million in 2013, $300
million in the second year,
$500 million in 2015 and
the last installment would
be $T700 million in 2016.
Despite the objections
of some ministers, the
Cabinet also approved a
Lebanese-French defense
cooperation  agreement
that had been the subject
of dispute between rival
factions within the govern-
ment over the past year.
“Some amendments
should be made to the de-
fense cooperation agree-
ment between Lebanon
and France,” said State
Minister Mohammad
Fneish, who objected to its
approval Wednesday.
Cabinet also agreed to in-
crease Lebanon’s financial
contribution to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and
designated $10 million in
state funds for the Finance
Ministry to be used for fi-
nancing the country’s Cap-
ital Markets Authority.

Iran’s Salehi meets embattled Syrian president

DAMASCUS: Iran’s foreign
minister met embattled Syr-
ian President Bashar al-As-
sad on Wednesday, calling
for a Syrian solution to the
civil war, as a rights watch-
dog accused Damascus of
waging “relentless, indis-
criminate” attacks against
its own people.

Speaking on arriving in Da-
mascus, Ali Akbar Salehi
said a solution to the 18-
month conflict lies “only in
Syria and within the Syrian
family.”

Salehi, who called this week
for a simultaneous halt to
the fighting by both regime
and rebel forces, added this
should be done in “partner-
ship with international and
regional organisations.”
Following their meeting,
Assad said the war engulf-
ing Syria was targeting not
only it but the “axis of re-
sistance,” a term Syria, Iran
and Lebanon’s Shiite move-
ment Hezbollah use to refer
to their common opposition
to Israel.

He also said “Syria has
shown openness in dealing
with all initiatives put for-
ward to find a solution to the
crisis. The key to any initia-
tive’s success is the sincer-
ity of the intentions behind
it”

Salehi said the country was
“facing a problem, and we
hope that this problem can
be solved as soon as pos-
sible.”

He also said “Syria has very
strong, solid ties with Iran,
especially at the political
level,” and that he would dis-
cuss the conflict with Syrian
officials.

Salehi’s call for an end to
fighting came at a meeting in
Cairo on Monday of the Syr-
ia “contact group,” to which
Iran, as well as Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and Turkey belong.
Tehran, a staunch ally of the
regime in Damascus, is also
proposing the four countries
dispatch observers to Syria
in an effort to quell the vio-
lence.

Last month, the United Na-
tions withdrew its own ob-
servers after both sides
failed to respect an April
ceasefire to which they had
committed themselves.

In a statement, Amnesty In-

ternational said “civilians,
many of them children, are
the main victims of a cam-
paign of relentless and in-
discriminate attacks by the
Syrian army.”

It said it had new evidence
“of a pattern which has
emerged in recent weeks
in areas where government
forces, pushed into retreat
by opposition forces, are
now indiscriminately bomb-
ing and shelling lost terri-
tory -- with disastrous con-
sequences for the civilian
population.”

And the former head of Syr-
ia’s chemical arsenal, Major
General Adnan Sillu, was
quoted by British newspa-
per The Times as saying he
believed the regime would
eventually use those weap-
ons against civilians.

The Times quoted defected
Major General Sillu as saying
he had been involved in “se-
rious discussion about the
use of chemical weapons,
including how we would use
them and in what areas.”
Sillu said he defected three
months ago after being party
to the top-level talks about
the use of chemical weapons
against both rebels and civil-
ians, which he said he was
convinced the regime would
eventually do.

‘Disaster areas’ in Damas-
cus

Meanwhile, rebels withdrew
from three southern districts
of Damascus after weeks of
heavy combat and shelling,
while the army bombarded
districts oF the city and ad-
jacent areas, the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights
said.

It said the army later stormed
one of the districts from
which the rebels had with-
drawn, setting fire to homes.
The bodies of 11 people
were found in the Jobar dis-
trict of Damascus, some of
them belonging to people
who had been detained by
security forces, the Obser-
vatory added.

A network of activists, the
Syrian Revolution General
Commission (SRGC), de-
scribed as “disaster areas”
the Al-Hajar al-Aswad, Qad-
am and Assali districts, and
the Yarmuk Palestinian refu-
gee camp.

“Since July 15, these neigh-
bourhoods have suffered
fierce army assaults, as well
as indiscriminate shelling
targeting civilian homes and
shops,” it said.

The SRGC accused the re-
gime of “carrying out a se-
ries of summary executions”
in the south of the capital,
adding that at least 200 peo-
ple have been killed in the
afflicted districts since the
outbreak of violence there
mid-summer.

It appealed to international
agencies to “help the resi-
dents of these disaster ar-
eas.”

The Observatory said doz-
ens of people were Killed or
wounded in shelling in Sahl
al-Ghab in the central prov-
ince of Hama.

Amateur video posted on
YouTube showed several
bodies wrapped in white
sheets stretched out on the
floor of a house.

“They died when the army
pounded the village with he-
licopters,” said the uniden-
tified cameraman. “God is
greater than you, O Bashar
(al-Assad).”

And regime forces killed a
woman at her home in the
coastal city of Latakia when
she tried to stop them from
arresting her son, the Obser-
vatory said.

In Aleppo, where the two-
month-old battle for control
of the commercial capital
remains fluid, the army said
rebels attacked several mili-
tary positions in the east
overnight and that helicopter
gunships eventually drove
them off.

They also again assaulted
the local headquarters of the
feared air force intelligence
agency, but without suc-
cess.

The Observatory said there
was shelling in several east-
ern districts of the city.

In other developments, reb-
els gained control of a bor-
der crossing on the Turkish
frontier after clashes with
government troops, a Turk-
ish official told AFP.

The Observatory said 43
people had been killed na-
tionwide so far on Wednes-
day, including 30 civilians,
after 113 died the previous
day.
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Labor faces spending rebellion: Hockey

FEDERAL Labor has a re-
bellion in its ranks over a
raft of unfunded spending
promises, shadow treasurer
Joe Hockey says.

Some Labor MPs have que-
ried how the government
intends to fund measures
such as a national disability
insurance scheme and bil-
lions of dollars in education
reforms.

On Wednesday, the gov-
ernment is expected to an-
nounce a $1.4 billion plan
to top-up the wages of low-
paid childcare workers.

The measure reportedly
has upset some senior La-
bor figures who suspect
Prime Minister Julia Gillard
is shoring up union support
for her leadership.

“Julia Gillard has a rebel-
lion in her own ranks on her
unfunded promises and her
reckless expenditure,” Mr
Hockey told ABC Television
on Wednesday.

“The Labor party is not tell-
ing the Australian people
what tax comes next.”

Mr Hockey said there was
“a time bomb” sitting in the
budget “waiting to go off”.

“When it goes off, the Aus-
tralian people are going to
be so unbelievably angry
with Labor,” he told Sky
News.

Treasurer Wayne Swan said
he was absolutely commit-
ted to bringing the budget
back to surplus in 2012/13
by making responsible sav-
ings.

“We will account for that in
the mid-year budget update,
for all of our plans for the
future,” he told reporters in
Canberra.

“We do that under the char-
ter of budget honesty. Joe
Hockey refuses to comply
with the charter of budget
honesty.”

Mr Swan acknowledged
there were implications for
the budget flowing from
lower commodity prices.
“There is nothing unusual
about any of these things,
that's what MYEFO (mid-
year economic and fiscal
outlook) is all about,” he
said.

The opposition estimates
the budget will take a $20
billion hit from lower iron
ore and coal prices.

Gillard ‘overwhelmed’ by public’s kind-
ness as she remembers her father

Prime Minister Julia Gillard re-

members her late father John
Gillard in Parliament today. Pho-
to: Andrew Meares

PRIME MINISTER Julia
Gillard has made a mov-
ing tribute to her later fa-
ther, John, in the House of
Representatives, at times
quoting Welsh poet Dylan
Thomas to describe her fa-
ther’s values and spirit.

Ms Gillard said she had
been overwhelmed by
people’s kindness since
her father passed away.

Attending military funer-

als over the past week,
Ms Gillard said she had
been “particularly over-
whelmed” that people
who had lost someone so
young would also think of
her father.

“My father died at 83, so
it is a different thing from
a man dying in his 20s, or
30s, or40s.”

Ms Gillard said her father
lived a “very full life and a
very happy one” - a life that
brought him from a coal
mining village in Wales to
Australia.

She said that even though
he was a very proud Aus-
tralian, he tried to instil a
sense of Welsh origins in
his daughters Julia and
Alison — one of the ways
he did this was to make
the girls listen to Richard
Burton reading the poems
of Dylan Thomas.

Ms Gillard said that she
grew up listening to Thom-
as saying to his father “to
rage and rage against the

O’Farrell says sorry for forced adoptions

THE healing has begun
for victims of forced
adoptions in NSW, with
the state’s parliament
issuing an official apol-
ogy to mothers and chil-
dren whose lives were
torn apart by the policy.
At a parliamentary joint
sitting on Thursday,
Premier Barry O’Farrell
said the impact of forced
adoption reverberated
through the lives of ten
of thousands of people.
More than 100 people
witnessed the apology
from public galleries
in the upper and lower
house, and from the
Strangers Dining Room.
Mr O’Farrell apologised
for practices that he
said had severed the
fundamental life-giving
bonds between mother
and child.

“We apologise to the
mothers who were not
asked or listened to,”
he said.

“We apologise for mak-
ing you feel ashamed
and unfit to care for
your babies.

“We say sorry for treat-
ing you cruelly and in-
sensitively when what
you needed and de-
served most was care
and support.”

He also apologised to
the children who had
been forcibly adopted
and “who grew up nev-
er knowing the truth
of your birth or how
much you were wanted
or loved by your moth-
ers”.

The apology was long
overdue, he said.

“I hope your journey
of recovery of healing

is made easier by what
you’ve heard.”

NSW Opposition Leader
John Robertson said
there could be no ex-
cuse and no justifica-
tion for the state-sanc-
tioned forced adoptions
of the past.

“Today we must step
forward and take re-
sponsibility,” he told
the house.

“This single barbaric
act, fraying the sacred
bond between mother
and child, changed
lives, and in many cas-
es it destroyed them.”
One woman, Lyn, read
a three-minute poem
describing the pain and
despair she has suf-
fered since being forced
to give up her son.

“I lost the child for
whom | grieve .. you

forced us to live apart,”
she said.

“One thing | need you
to know, pain everlast-
ing does not show.

“To the outside world
there is no sign, but
the child you stole was
mine.”

At a morning tea af-
ter the apology, Ms
Goward said it was now
up to the hospitals and
charities involved in the
forced adoptions to say
sorry.

The NSW apology fol-
lows similar apologies
from the South Austra-
lian and Western Aus-
tralian parliaments.

An estimated 150,000
Australian babies born
between the 1950s and
1970s were taken from
their mostly young and
single mothers.

dying of the light, to not
go gentle into that good
night”.

Her voice breaking, the
Prime Minister then told
the House: “The last thing
my father taught me [was]
‘in the life of a man there
is a moment to go gentle
into that good night’. And
so it was.”

Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott also passed on his
condolences to Ms Gillard.
“It is a remarkable par-
ent who produces a prime
minister of this country,”
Mr Abbott said.

Mr Gillard moved his
young family  halfway
around the world in 1966
so his youngest daugh-
ter, Julia, could enjoy a
warmer climate and have
some respite from the

chronic chest infections
that plagued her.

It was a journey the “Ten
Pound Pom” described as
“not bad”’.

Mr Gillard, 83, a coalmin-
er and psychiatric nurse,
whom the Prime Minister
described as her “inspira-
tion”, died in Adelaide on
September 8 after a long
illness.

The Prime Minister cut
short her trip to the APEC
leaders summit in Vladi-
vostok, Russia, to be with
her family upon receiving
news of her father’s death.
Ms Gillard returned from
bereavement leave on
Thursday to attend to the
first of three Australian
soldier funerals, but today
marked her return to par-
liamentary duties.

Swan dismisses childcare

top-up reports

FEDERAL Treasurer
Wayne Swan has dis-
missed reports the gov-
ernment will top up the
wages of low-paid child-
care workers.

“There is no basis in fact
for these reports at all,”
he told reporters in Can-
berra on Wednesday.
Both Fairfax Media and
News Ltd on Wednesday
said Prime Minister Ju-
lia Gillard was set to an-
nounce a deal that would
subsidise the pay of child-
care workers, costing the
budget $1.4 billion a year.
Other Labor MPs also
played down the reports.
Assistant Treasurer Da-
vid Bradbury insisted
they were inaccurate, but
would not specify how.
“I'm not going to go into
detail about that,” he told
reporters.

He stressed there had
been no government pol-
icy decisions on the mat-
ter.

Asked whether the $1.4
billion would come from

tax increases or service
cuts, Mr Bradbury said:
“We’re not going to get
into the business of ruling
things in or ruling things
out.

“That would be irrespon-
sible.”

Labor senator Matt This-
tlethwaite said reports on
the government increas-
ing wages for childcare
workers were false.
“Those matters are gen-
erally determined by in-
dependent tribunals and
those reports in the news-
papers this morning are
not correct,” he told re-
porters.

Earlier Opposition Leader
Tony Abbotit said the re-
ported plan was another
example of Labor spend-
ing like drunken sailors.
“It is writing cheques
against the future, which it
expects someone else will
have to cash,” he said.
“This is a government
which is raising expecta-
tions without the means
to meet them.”
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Clover to bid fare-
well to the bearpit

Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore will formally resign from NSW

parliament on Thursday.

SYDNEY Lord Mayor
Clover Moore has re-
flected on what she
says is an emotional
week ahead of her of-
ficial resignation from
the NSW parliament
on Thursday.
Moments after she
was officially returned
to her third term as
Lord Mayor in a cere-
mony at Sydney Town
Hall on Wednesday,
Ms Moore said it was a
bittersweet moment.
“This is really a very
emotional week for me.
Today is a very happy
day and tomorrow will
be a very sad one,”
she told reporters at
Wednesday’s event.

“I will have to give my
final speech in parlia-
ment even though |
was elected democrat-
ically by the people
of the electorate of
Sydney to represent
them.”

Ms Moore must resign
her position as MP in
the state seat of Syd-
ney or risk falling foul
of the O’Farrell gov-
ernment’s  so-called
“Get Clover” laws.

The legislation, passed
with the support of
crossbenchers from
the Shooters Party

and Christian Demo-
crats in April, bans
MPs from sitting on lo-
cal councils.

Ms Moore is one of 29
NSW members affect-
ed by the new laws.
She will use her final
speech in parliament
to reflect on her 25
years in state politics,
but she says she is
leaving with unfinished
business including
her fight for same-sex
marriage legalisation.
“I won’t be in parlia-
ment to see reforms
to strata laws, and |
won’t be in parliament
to continue to cham-
pion the rights of ani-
mal welfare and low-
income housing for
people,” she said.
“There are Ilots of
things I do in that par-
liament that no other
member does and it
is a shame | won’t be
there, but if | have an
independent succes-
sor who can champion
all those causes, that
will be a relief to me.”
Ms Moore is due to an-
nounce her support for
a successor - widely
tipped to be same-sex
marriage campaigner
Alex Greenwich - on
Thursday.

Teenager to face court for striking police

AN Australian Federal
Police protection officer
suffered a gaping head
wound when he was
bashed by a 11-year-old
youth during Sydney’s
Muslim riots, police
say.

The teenager was arrest-
ed late on Tuesday night
in Padstow, in Sydney’s
southwest, after police
identified him on video

footage of the violence.
Detectives seized several
items of clothing from the
property where the teen-
ager was arrested, includ-
ing jumpers or T-shirts be-
lieved to carry the “sixth
pillar” slogan that some
of Saturday’s rioters were
wearing.

The slogan is thought to
be a reference to jihad or
Muslim “struggle”.

Lib senator to speak up for gay

marriage

LIBERAL senator Sue
Boyce has yet to decide
whether she will defy co-
alition policy by crossing
the floor of parliament to
vote for same-sex mar-
riage.

However, she will use a
speech to the Senate to
support a private bill that
seeks to change the Mar-
riage Act.

Debate on gay marriage
legislation has resumed
in the lower house and is
scheduled for the upper
house later on Wednes-
day.

In June, both Senator
Boyce and Liberal col-
league Senator Simon
Birmingham broke ranks
to support a Senate com-
mittee’s recommendation
that federal parliament
pass laws to allow gay
marriage.

Senator Birmingham
won’t participate in the
debate because he is on
paternity leave and ab-
sent from parliament.

The first openly gay Lib-
eral member of federal
parliament spoke against
the legislation.

An emotional Dean Smith
said opinion on the is-
sue of gay marriage was
divided, even in the gay
community.

“l accept that to some
that an openly gay man
rejecting a proposition
of extending marriage to
same-sex relationships
seems unusual or coun-
terintuitive,” he told par-
liament.

“Marriage equality has

become a slogan.”

He described his party’s
stance to keep the status
quo as “a noble and com-
mendable position”.

“My position aligns with
my party,” Senator Smith
said.

Australians not
ready for same-sex mar-
riage but would accept
civil unions, he said.
Cabinet minister Penny
Wong, who is in a same-
sex relationship, said the
issue was a matter of
equality which may not
occur in this parliament
but would eventually.
“Our numbers have grown
as the number of those
who oppose marriage
equality have got smaller.
The momentum has been
one way,” she said.
Senator Wong said this
was the most personal of
debates.

“It is about the people we
love most in the world, the
people who give meaning
and hope to our lives. It is
about our families,” she
said.

Ultimately it was about
what we want for our chil-
dren, she said.

“We all hope for our chil-
dren an easier path, that
the challenges life pres-
ents will be surmount-
able,” Senator Wong
said.

“I do not regret that our
daughter has Sophie and
I as her parents. | do re-
gret that she lives in a
world where some will tell
her that her family is not
normal.”

were

At a media conference on
Wednesday, Superinten-
dent Mark Walton would
not reveal whether or not
the teenager was already
known to police.

He has been charged with
hitting the AFP officer
with a pole outside the US
consulate in Martin Place.
The youth has also been
charged with attacking a
NSW police officer during
Saturday’s anti-West dem-
onstrations and will ap-
pear in court next month.
The AFP officer is recover-
ing from his head injuries
at home while the NSW of-
ficer suffered no serious
wounds.

It’s the eighth arrest from
Saturday’s violence and
more are expected as offi-
cers trawl through footage
and images of the riots.
“It’s quite an extensive
task to pull all that ma-
terial together, identify
anyone who’s been in-
volved in offences and ...
commence the phase of
arresting them,” he told
reporters.

Supt Walton refused to
say if police would be at a
meeting in Auburn in Syd-
ney’s west on Wednesday
night where controversial
Sheik Feiz Mohammed is
expected to preach about
the Innocence of Muslims
video which sparked Sat-
urday’s riots.

The US-made short film,
on YouTube, mocks Islam
and has angered Muslims
around the world.
Sydney’s  branch  of
the Ahlus Sunnah Wal
Jama’ah (ASWJ) move-
ment has planned the
Auburn meeting as a lec-
ture on “the Honour of the
Prophet” and to discuss
“what our responsibilities
are regarding this mat-
ter”.

Sheik Mohammed was
widely condemned in
2007 for his DVDs call-
ing for the murder of “in-
fidels” and describing
Jews as “pigs”.

He has reportedly also
previously said in a
speech that raped women
only have themselves to
blame.

Responding to reports of
a possible anti-Muslim
demonstration in Sydney
this weekend, Supt Wal-
ton said he had no spe-
cific information about
police action to counter
any gathering.

“The police are working
hard to ensure that this
city remains as safe as it
possibly can,” he added.
“And it’'s pretty much
business as usual - that’s
our expectation.

“That said, we’re in a po-
sition to respond should
anything escalate as it did
at the weekend.”

Swan welcomes top credit rating

TREASURER Wayne
Swan says the confirma-
tion of Australia’s top line
triple-A sovereign debt
rating endorses the Labor
government’s fiscal strat-
egy.

Global credit ratings
agency Standard & Poor’s
(S&P) on Tuesday said the
country’s rating reflect
“ample” fiscal and mon-
etary policy flexibility and
economic resilience.

Mr Swan on Wednesday
said the economy remains
the envy of the developed
world, with solid growth,
low unemployment, low
interest rates, record in-
vestment and contained

inflation.

“We’re one of only seven
sovereigns to achieve this
first-class honour with a
stable outlook,” he said
in a statement.

The federal government
plans to return the budget
to surplus in 2012/13.
However, S&P also said
Australia’s growing de-
pendence on trade with
China created risks.

“If demand for Austra-
lia’s commodities were to
weaken, this could lead to
a range of disorderly dis-
locations in its economy,
including its labour and
property markets,” it said
in a statement.
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Shadow parliamentary secretary Cory Bernadi quits after comparing gay marriage to bestiality

Opposition Leader Tony Abbott during the midday press con-

ference where he announced that Senator Cory Bernardi had

resigned. Picture: Gary Ramage

SA Liberal Senator Cory Bernardi. Picture: Matt Turner

TONY Abbott’s parliamen-
tary secretary, right-wing
Liberal Senator Cory Ber-
nardi, has quit in disgrace
after comparing gay mar-
riage to bestiality.

It comes as a Labor MP’s
bill to legalise same-sex
marriage has been over-
whelmingly defeated in
the House of Representa-
tives, 42-98.

The Opposition Leader
wednesday said he had
spoken to Senator Bernar-
di this morning and he had
offered his resignation.
“Last night Senator Cory
Bernadi made some ill-dis-
ciplined comments to the
senate,” Mr Abbott said,
adding it was compound-
ed by repeating them on
radio wednesday.

He told reporters: ‘I was
concerned about what
Cory said in the Senate
last night and then he
compounded that by go-
ing unneccessarily on to
radio this morning to re-
peat the matter, |1 swiftly
concluded that was one
mistake too many.”’

Mr Abbott said he did not
share Senator Bernardi’s

“ill-disciplined” views
and said he was “a decent
bloke with strong opin-
ions”.

“Cory is a talented politi-
cian with much to con-
tribute. But plainly he has
been guilty of ill-discipline,
lack of judgement and he’ll
have to do a fair bit of po-
litical penance, no doubt
about that,”” he said.

The issue also was dis-
tracting from the Op-
position attacks on the
Government’s funding of
promises, and was en-
trenching opinions that Mr
Abbott led a deeply con-
servative party.

Mr Abboit said he had a
“fairly forthright” discus-
sion with Senator Bernar-
di and the resignation was
offered and accepted.

“I think it is implicit in that
obviously he would know
that | would much prefer
that he didn’t dabble in
the subject again,” said
Mr Abbott.

Mr Abbott said the Coali-
tion did not discriminate
against minority groups
and he did not tolerate
Senator Bernardi’s com-

ments.

“They’re views that | don’t
share,” he said.

“They are views many
people would find repug-
nant.”’

But he said it was a matter
for the party as to wheth-
er Senator Bernardi was
dis-endorsed after being
sacked from a parliamen-
tary role for a second
time.

Mr Bernardi tried to link
bestiality with same sex
marriage in the Senate
last night when he said:
“There are even some
creepy people out there . .
. who say that it is OK to
have consensual sexual
relations between humans
and animals . . . will that be
a future step”.

Mr Abbott said he had
been concerned about the
comments but appeared
to have only acted af-
ter internal pressure and
public comments from
liberal frontbencher Mal-
colm Turnbull Wednesday
morning.

“Everyone knows the Co-
alition’s position on gay
marriage . . . (but) I'm de-
termined that the Coalition
will maintain our proud re-
cord of non discrimination
against minority groups.”
The Opposition Leader
last year had put Senator
Bernardi on notice for his
backing of a controversial
anti-Muslim group.

The destination of Senator
Bernardi’s current over-
seas trip has drawn atten-
tion to his support for anti-
Muslim organisations and
other right-wing groups.
The Greens joined the call
for his scalp with leader
Christine Milne pointing
out Senator Bernardi was
the Australian delegate for
a US organisation called
the American Legislative
Exchange Council.

“It is funded in a way to
develop template legisla-
tion that gives a full-on
onslaught to the big mul-
tinationals at the expense
of the community,” said

Senator Milne.

“And Cory Bernardi is on
their web site as their in-
ternational delegate for
Australia. So, read Tony
Abbott and read the Tea
Party.”

Mr Abbott used the depar-
ture of Mr Bernardi, who
was previously sacked as
a parliamentary secretary
under former leader Mal-
colm Turnbull, to force a
minor frontbench shake
up.

Former Howard advisor
Senator Arthur Sinodinos
will replace Mr Bernardi as
Mr Abbott’s shadow par-
liamentary sectary to the
Opposition leader.

South Australian back-
bencher Jamie Briggs will
be also promoted to the
frontbench to take on the
portfolio of families.

“I think it is pretty clear |
have sent a strong mes-
sage to the team that ill
discipline is unaccept-
able,” Mr Abbott said.

“If you want to freelance,
you can do so from the
backbench, not on the
frontbench.”

When will it end?

DURING overnight debate
on the Bill, Senator Cory
Bernardi said that the
campaign for same-sex
marriage was “another
tear in the fabric of our so-
cial mores.”

Speaking on a gay mar-
riage Bill in Federal Par-
liament tuesday night, Mr
Bernardi said: “Time and
time again the same char-
acters seek to tear down
our institutions that have
been built and have sus-
tained our civilisation for
thousands of years. The
time has come to ask:
when will it end?

“What is the next step?
“The next step, quite
frankly, is having three
people or four people that
love each other being able
to enter into a permanent
union endorsed by society
or any other type of rela-
tionship.”

Senator Bernardi went on

to say accepting gay mar-
riage could lead to accept-
ing bestiality.

“There are even some
creepy people out there
and | say ‘creepy’ delib-
erately who are unfortu-
nately afforded a great
deal more respect than |
believe they deserve,” he
said.

“These creepy people say
it is okay to have con-
sensual sexual relations
between humans and ani-
mals. Will that be a future
step?

“In the future will we say,

‘These two creatures love
each other and maybe
they should be able to be
joined in a union’.”
Senator Bernardi said
the “harsh reality” is that
there will “never be equal-
ity in society”.

“There are always going
to be people who feel that
they have got a raw deal
or have been discriminat-
ed against or do not have
the same access to oppor-
tunities or advantages as
others do, and to pretend
any differently is really to
deny reality,” he said

NSW will vote for gay marriage: Moore

OUTGOING independent
NSW MP Clover Moore
says she believes a con-
science vote on gay mar-
riage will be successful,
citing the success of her
bill to allow same-sex
adoption in 2010.

A cross-party working
group will draft a bill to
legalise same-sex mar-
riage in NSW in case, as
expected, federal bills are
defeated.

Liberal and National MPs
have been granted a con-
science vote by Premier
Barry O’Farrell and Na-
tionals leader Andrew
Stoner, while Opposition
Leader John Robertson
has allowed the same for
Labor MPs.

Ms Moore, who this
month was re-elected as
Sydney Lord Mayor, on
Wednesday said she was
optimistic same-sex mar-
riage legislation would be
supported by state parlia-
ment.

“I believe that if there is a
conscience vote in NSW
Parliament that bill could
be as successful as my
same-sex adoption bill
was,” she told reporters
at Sydney’s Town Hall.
“I'm very optimistic about
that. I think it would be a
real pity if we can’t have
federal law, but if we can’t,
state law will give a great
deal of relief and happi-
ness to those same-sex
couples who want to be
treated equally.”

The working group in-

cludes Nationals MP Trev-
or Khan, Liberal MP Bruce
Notley-Smith, the Greens’
Cate Faehrmann, Labor’s
Penny Sharpe, and Ms
Moore, who will officially
announce her resigna-
tion from parliament this
week.

Marriage equality was the
final area of the law that
discriminated against
GLBTI (Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex), the group’s
members said in a joint
statement.

“We want to change that,”
they said.

“We believe that the best
result that would deliver
marriage equality would
be for the federal parlia-
ment to pass one of the
bills currently before it
however we recognise that
this may not be achieved
the first time.”

Mr Notley-Smith, who is
gay, told ABC Radio on
Wednesday he was “op-
timistic” that a same-sex
marriage bill would pass.
Mr Robertson said it was
too early to predict what
the outcome of a vote in
the NSW parliament would
be.

“What | do know is that a
conscience vote will allow
people to vote based on
what they believe and for
a lot of people it’s an op-
portunity for them to talk
to their constituency as
well and get a reflection
on the views of the people
they represent,” he said.
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