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Mayor Bill Saravinovski from Rockdale Council
announces that he was standing for re election at the
Council elections in September 2012.

Since 1982 | have been a Counsellor and | have been
proud that | have been your mayor for the past 6
terms.

| have been proud of what the Lebanese community
has done in the City of Rockdale and | am delighted to
have on my team Khail Ibrahim who is well respected
in the community for his community works in addition
| have Paul Kamper , the son of Steve Kamper on our
list. Paul is very active in the community.

Our plan for the next 4 years is simple and that is
to serve the community and make Rockdale a better
place to live.

Our contact details are;

Bill Saravinovski: 0414 139 068

Khail Ibrahim: 0403 129 777
\_
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Alcohol spend equal to elec-
tricity and gas

Australians are spending as much on alcohol each
week as they are on power, a new report shows.

AUSTRALIANS are spend-
ing as much on alcohol
each week as they are on
electricity and gas, a new
snapshot of the nation’s
eating and drinking habits
reveals.

The report, released on
Tuesday, also suggests
both children and adults
are getting far too much
of their daily energy from
junk food.

Australian households
spent an average of $237
a week on food and bever-
ages in 2009/10 compared
with $176 in 2003/04, ac-
cording to the Australian
Institute of Health and
Welfare (AIHW).

That’s a 34 per cent in-
crease - although at the
same time household in-
come rose by 50 per cent.
Some 27 per cent ($63) of
the weekly food and bev-
erage bill in 2009/10 went
on eating out and fast
food. That’'s up from 24
per cent in 2003/04.

But alcohol was the next
biggest expenditure item
at 14 per cent ($32). That’s
as much as households
spend each week on elec-
tricity and gas.

The report, Australia’s
Food and Nutrition 2012,
also shows many people
aren’t striking the right
balance between foods
high in fat and sugar and
more nutritious choices,
AIHW spokesperson Lisa
McGlynn said in a state-
ment.

So-called “extra foods” -

such as takeaway, crisps,
sweet biscuits, pastries,
confectionery, soft drinks
and alcohol - are generally
high in energy and low in
nutrients.

“On average extra foods
contributed to 36 per cent
of energy intake for adults
and 41 per cent for chil-
dren which is more than
the recommended zero to
three serves of extras per
day,” Ms McGlynn said.
Some 23 per cent of chil-
dren and 60 per cent of
adults in Australia are
now overweight or obese.
It's estimated that poor
diet costs the nation $5
billion a year.

The report also found that
children who watch 20
hours of TV a week are
twice as likely to be over-
weight or obese as those
who watch less televi-
sion.

Of all the food we’re eat-
ing 90 per cent is grown
in Australia and often
travels vast distances to
reach us.

For instance, a Melbourne
shopping basket could
contain food that’s trav-
elled a total of 21,000 ki-
lometres, which is just
less than the length of the
Australian coastline.

But households are, nev-
ertheless, still throwing
out $600 worth of food
each year.

Nationally we waste about
$5 billion worth of food,
including fruit and vegeta-
bles valued at $1.1 billion.

Asciano to axe jobs, flags more automation

Asciano will axe 270 jobs after completing the expansion of
its container terminal at Port Botany.

ASCIANO will axe 210
jobs and build a more au-
tomated workplace as it
completes a $348 million
expansion of its container
terminal at Port Botany in
Sydney.

Asciano on Wednesday
said the expansion project
would increase capacity at
the port from 1.15 million
to 1.6 million TEU (20 foot
equivalent units) per an-
num to meet current trade
growth forecasts.

But, once the project is
complete in mid 2014,
Asciano will make about
270 jobs at the port re-
dundant.

Asciano says the expan-
sion project will transform
the facility into a world-
class automated and in-
ternationally competitive
operation with four berths
and 1.4 kilometres of quay
line.

“The redevelopment in-
cludes converting the
terminal to an automated
straddle carrier terminal,”
Asciano said in a state-
ment.

Chief executive John Mul-
len said employees affect-
ed by the job cuts would
be provided with employ-
ee assistance and sup-
port programs including
training, financial plan-
ning and career transition
assistance.

“All of our employees will
also have access to addi-
tional incentive payments
conditional upon main-
taining appropriate levels
of performance,” he said.

Asciano, which owns the
Patrick’s stevedore busi-

ness, said the upgrade
of the Port Botany facility
would include the intro-
duction of state-of-the-art
terminal handling tech-
nology, extra cranes and
upgraded employee facili-
ties.

Mr Mullen said the port
expansion project would
deliver productivity im-
provements, including
significant cost savings,
and secure Patrick’s ten-
ure at Port Botany until at
least 2043.

“Further redevelopment
of the terminal will be car-
ried out under a staged
approach as
grow over the next three
decades,” he said.

The introduction of au-
tomatic stacking cranes
could increase capac-
ity at the terminal beyond
2014 by an additional 15
per cent a year, Mr Mullen
said.

“This flexibility ensures
the company can meet
not only its long-term
business objectives but
also the growth expecta-
tions for trade in NSW and
beyond in a cost-effective
way,” he said.

Asciano employees were
being briefed by manage-
ment at Port Botany on
Wednesday morning, a
spokesman for the Mari-
time Union of Australia
(MUA,) told AAP.

The union would make a
statement after the meet-
ing, he said.

At 1145 AEST Wednes-
day Asciano shares were
6.5 cents, or 1.5 per cent,
higher at $4.40.

volumes

MINISTER AND MEMBER LIS-

S

TENS TO LOCAL BUSINESSES

[Photo: (L-R) CIr. Glenn Brookes, Minister for Police Mike Gal-
lacher, Inspector Sheridan Waldau and Member for Hughes, Craig
Kelly with staff of Panania Cafe]

Minster for Police and,
Michael Gallacher, and
Member for East Hills,
Glenn Brookes, walked
the streets of Panania last
Friday to visit local busi-
nesses to listen and talk
with shop owners and op-
erators.

“Talking with shop own-
ers and operators gives
me a firsthand opportu-
nity to gauge how well the
NSW Police Force’s crime
prevention initiatives are
working.” Minister Gal-
lacher said

Glenn Brookes added,
“The local community
can be proud of the dedi-
cated police who work
within the Bankstown Lo-
cal Area Command.”
“Since | took office |
have had regular meet-
ings with the Local Area
Commander about issues
within both Panania and
the East Hills electorate
in general.”

“lI am pleased to be able
to say that we have seen
some very positive and
encouraging results as
a consequence.” Glenn
Brookes said.

After visiting several
businesses along Ander-
son Avenue and Tower
Street, Minister Gallacher
and Glenn Brookes were
joined by Member for
Hughes, Craig Kelly and
Bankstown Police Acting
Local Area Commander,
Inspector Sheridan Wal-
dau, at Panania Cafe to
participate in a commu-
nity morning tea.
“Engaging the community
in this way is important if
the public are to not just
respect the Police but see
that Police officers are
approachable and avail-
able to help.” Minister
Gallacher said.

Media: Geoffrey Grasso
0421778 671

Toll firm offers to build
Sydney road link

TOLL road giant Transur-
ban has offered to build a
tunnel in Sydney’s north
connecting the F3 freeway
with the M2 motorway.

NSW Roads Minister Dun-
can Gay says a cost has
not yet been attached to
the proposal to build an
eight-kilometre tunnel
under Pennant Hills Road
from Wahroonga on the
north shore to West Pen-

nant Hills.

It would enable a faster
journey between Syd-
ney and the NSW Central
Coast and Newcastle,
especially during peak
hour.

Mr Gay says the infra-
structure sub-committee
of cabinet has decided to
progress the idea to stage
two of a three-stage pro-
cess.
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Union movement sup-
ports Gillard: ACTU

The ACTU'’s secretary says the union movement still
supports PM Julia Gillard and her government.

THE trade union move-
ment is standing by
Julia Gillard, despite
reports its leaders have
discussed her chances
of remaining as prime
minister.

Top union leaders dis-
cussed in a meeting
this week the chances
of Kevin Rudd return-
ing as Labor leader, The
Australian Financial Re-
view reported on Thurs-
day.

Sources “with a knowl-
edge of the meeting”
said there was an ac-
ceptance that time was
running out for Ms Gil-
lard.

But ACTU secretary
Dave Oliver dismissed
the story as “plain
wrong”.

“The (union) movement
is supporting of Prime
Minister Gillard and her
government for the work
that’s been done on the
issues that matter to us
most,” he told ABC Ra-
dio, citing the govern-
ment’s work to secure
jobs, entitlements and
support for the car in-
dustry.

“All these things are
happening and we are
supportive of all of
that.”

Cabinet minister Tanya

Plibersek dismissed the
report, saying the lead-
ership issue had been
resolved.

“Once again | think this
is just media specula-
tion, it’s just not our ex-
perience,” she told the
Nine Network.

Coalition frontbencher
Chris Pyne said the re-
port - which claimed
unions would try to raise
$4 million for an elec-
tion campaign fighting
fund - was a strategic
leak designed to influ-
ence the Labor leader-
ship and put a “bribe on
the table”.

“What the leak seems
to say is that there is $4
million sitting on the ta-
ble if the Labor caucus
does the right thing,” Mr
Pyne told reporters in
Sydney on Thursday.
“There is a nudge-
nudge, wink-wink to the
Labor party caucus that
if they do what the face-
less men of the union
leadership tell them
again, then the $4 mil-
lion will be used to help
them defeat the Coali-
tion at the next election.
“If they choose to go in
their own direction then
the $4 million might not
materialise in that cam-

paign.”

Labor faces Greens test in NSW by-election

AN electorate in southeast
Sydney with an internation-
al airport, industrial jobs
and housing commission
blocks is usually safe terri-
tory for Labor.

But in the by-election
sparked by the resignation
of a resoundingly defeated
NSW premier, the task of
holding onto Heffron in
Sydney’s southeast has be-
come a politically fraught
task.

Kristina Keneally has left
politics to head Basketball
Australia and, adding to the
woes of the demoralised
opposition she leaves be-
hind, the NSW Liberal Party
has chosen not to field a
candidate in the seat Labor
has held for 39 years.

That means Labor’s chief
opponent on August 25 will

be the Greens, just a month
after voters go to the polls
in the Melbourne by-elec-
tion.

As in the Heffron contest,
the Victorian coalition gov-
ernment has opted not to
run a Liberal candidate in
Melbourne on July 21, put-
ting the focus squarely on
Labor’s battle to maintain
its disillusioned supporters
on the left.

The by-elections in Sydney
and Melbourne are being
held after a bruising NSW
Labor conference where
the party decided to deny
the Greens automatic pref-
erential treatment at future
polls, but only following
public brawls between the
Left and Right of the ALP
over how to win back pro-
gressive voters.

NSW govt urged to build

road tunnel

THE NSW government is
being urged to build a new
congestion-busting tunnel
in Sydney.

A two-lane tunnel dedicated
exclusively to buses is one
of six options being exam-
ined to make life easier for
northern beaches commut-
ers, Treasurer Mike Baird
has revealed.

The tunnel would extend
from Spit Junction near
Mosman, under Military
Road and pop out at the
Warringah Freeway.

Other options being looked
at as part of the Bus Rapid
Transit plans include wid-
ening Spit Bridge to six
lanes and closing it to ma-
rine traffic.

But the Rail, Tram and Bus
Union (RTBU) has urged
the government to build
the tunnel.

“Dedicated bus lanes over
the Spit Bridge have pro-
vided some relief but the
tunnel will bypass conges-
tion from Spit Junction
along Military Road and en-
sure a smooth run into the
city,” RTBU divisional sec-
retary Chris Preston said.
“This will encourage more
people to choose pub-
lic transport as an option
which will have a better
outcome for congestion

in the city and a better
outcome for the environ-
ment.”

Mr Baird said the tunnel
was his preferred option
because it could deliver
the quickest journeys.

And he said the tunnel may
be opened up to cars as
well as buses.

“We will be asking Infra-
structure NSW to consider
as part of its overall State
Infrastructure Strategy, the
possibility of opening up
the tunnel not just to bus
commuters but also car
travellers,” Mr Baird said.
There is now going to be a
period of consultation with
local councils before a fi-
nal decision is made.
Roads Minister Duncan
Gay said the government’s
feasibility study into a bus-
only tunnel met an election
commitment.

“If there’s something that
comes out of it that works,
of course I'd be support-
ive,” Mr Gay told reporters
in Sydney on Thursday.

“In fact, every sensible
person would. It is one of
the conduits into the city
that is very definitely a
problem.”

Mr Baird is the MP for Man-
ly, the electorate where the
tunnel would be built.

While Melbourne is likely to
fall into Green hands, end-
ing Labor’s century-long
hold on the seat, the dy-
namics are a little sunnier
for Labor in Heffron.

For a start Labor’s candi-
date Ron Hoenig, a barris-
ter who has been the Bot-
any Bay mayor since 1981,
has a high profile as he de-
fends a seat Keneally held
with a T per cent margin at
the March 2011 elections,
after suffering a 15 per cent
swing against her.

And during the state elec-
tion Greens candidate Dr
Mehreen Faruqi, a Univer-
sity of NSW sustainability
academic, came a distant
third with 19 per cent of
the primary vote behind the
Liberal candidate, drawing
her support from univer-
sity students and aspiring
actors at the local National
Institute of Dramatic Art
(NIDA).

The Greens may have
beaten Labor in gentrified
Balmain and come close in
neighbouring  Marrickville
at last year’s state elec-
tions.

But unlike the city’s in-
ner west, where voters
are more socially left-wing
and university educated,
Heffron contains more
old-style Labor voters, in
a seat which is home to
warehouse and industrial
jobs, the Kingsford-Smith
Airport at Mascot and sev-
eral housing commission
blocks in Redfern.

In the absence of a Liberal
candidate, blue collar and
housing commission vot-
ers with socially conserva-
tive views are more likely
to side with Labor than the
Greens candidate in the by-
election, Dr Faruqi.

Labor isn’t without its polit-
ical troubles, however, with
the most recent Newspoll
showing state Labor with
a primary support level of
just 24 per cent.

NSW Opposition Leader
John Robertson also has
the dubious distinction of
being an even more un-
popular Labor leader than
Prime Minister Julia Gillard,
who bats away leadership
speculation on a daily ba-
sis.

State Labor frontbencher
Michael Daley, who holds
the neighbouring seat of
Maroubra, has conceded
Labor could lose the Hef-
fron by-election.
Inaccepting Labor life mem-
bership at the weekend an-
nual NSW ALP conference,
Laurie Brereton, who held
Heffron from 1973 to 1990
before going into federal
politics, told delegates at
Sydney Town Hall the party
was facing tough times.
“I've been here for A5 min-
utes and a dozen people
have asked me, ‘Am | going
to whack someone’,” said
Brereton, a former state
and federal transport min-
ister.

“Delegates, this is no time
for whacking anyone. We’re
in the fight of our lives.”
Premier Barry O’Farrell may
have the kind of popularity
and parliamentary majority
that his Labor predecessor
Neville Wran enjoyed in the
late 1970s.

But he didn’t want to be
compared with the former
Queen’s Counsel barrister
who went on to become the
state’s second continuous-
ly longest serving premier.
“I think you’re doing Neville
Wran an enormous disser-
vice,” O’Farrell told report-
ers on Monday.

As a first-term premier,
Wran’s Labor Party tri-
umphed in the Earlwood
by-election of July 1978
sparked by the resignation
of defeated Liberal premier
Eric Willis, who had held
the inner-southern Sydney
seat for 28 years.

The unsuccessful Liberal
candidate in that by-elec-
tion, Alan Jones, went on
to become the undisputed
right-wing king of Sydney
breakfast radio.

As Labor members door-
knock Heffron in coming
weeks Keneally will instead
be spending time, as a
sports administrator, with
Jones as he broadcasts
from the London Olympics
for 2GB.

“Alan Jones and | will be
hanging out in London to-
gether,” Keneally told Mac-
quarie Radio in June on her
last day as a member of
parliament.
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