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Opportunity Available

WE ARE SEEKING DYNAMIC CUSTOMER SERVICE

ORIENTED INDIVIDUALS WITH
GREAT COMMUNICATIONS AND TYPING SKILLS
NEEDED TO WORK ON BEHALF OF OUR COMPANY.
ANY JOB EXPERIENCE NEEDED.
THIS SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE WILL
EARN UP TO $2,950 MONTHLY .
EMAIL AT (dannywebber862@gmail.com) IF INTERESTED
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Attain your skills... the EASY way
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We also offer traineeships benefiting both employers and workers
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*Registered Training Organisation
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M: 0425 34 8000 Ph: 02 9897 0700 F: 02 9897 0711
Suite 4 / 6 McFarlane St, Merrylands NSW 2160
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info@easytrainingsolutions.com.au
www.easytrainingsolutions.com.au
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Harvey Norman B

FAGTORY SEGONDS
GLOSING DOWN SALE

j T ﬁ
A i‘\“ AN -* \x\}h‘\\w\\\*\ra N7 &\ 4N \\\\u Q\u\\\\ 284 \ a4

HUBRY GBAB A BABGAIN'

Al.l. S'I'IIGI( MIIS'I' GO!

- T2 STOCK - FAGTORY SEGONDS
- DISPLAY STOCK - GLEARANGE LINES

HOT DEALS STOREWIDE!

 ELEGTRICAL - GOMPUTERS
 FURNITURE - BEDDING - GOOKING
 TEGHNOLOGY & ENTERTAINMENT

ONGE IT’S GONE, IT’S GONE - SO GET IN QUICK!

[-]a MAan AUBURN CLEARANCE CENTRE :
rvey Nor 233-239 Parramatta Road 9202 4799 :
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U SALE o

EXT
‘NO -NO s 5 MONTHS iy e

DEPOSIT INTEREST U= UNTIL AUGUST 207 6  NEResTFREENOTAVALABLE ONLINE AVAILABLE ATDOMAYNE COMPLEXES ONLY. m:b R2278‘:H<;A::n-£;:n

FRI 29™ 9AV-T7

SALE ENDS 1ST JULY! DON'T MISS OUT ON MASSIVE SAVINGS | ¥~

402’::

| @secc quitrs

(SIDE SLEEPER OR BACK SLEEPER)

VALUED AT $64.95ea WITH THE PURCHASE A

ORI T 3l | OF Asleep @) number. | | gy
o] ¥ \slcep @ numberll |MATTRESS OR ENSEMBLE "

‘10
MATTRESS OR ENSEMBLE 1 $549  xisize PAI R

QUEEN SIZE ONLY $549  KING sizE onLY $599
DOMAYNE® ‘ESSENTIALS’ PAIR OF PILLOWS

= BONUS'

CRESWICK

Woollen Mills

ALPACA
e - PILLOWS

VALUED AT $139.95 EACH o

s WITH THE PURCHASE OF AN -
ALPACA QUILT

SLEEP NUMBER® 'ESSENCE' LIMITED EDITION QUEEN ENSEMBLE

I

S

e DualAir™ technology inside. ¢ Adjustable chambers and a Firmness Control™ system. ALPACA QUILTS: BONUS"2
¢ Individual comfort level on each side of the bed with the touch of a button. SINGLE $359.95 1 xriLLOow

Also available: pouBle $459.95 2 xrPiLLows
Sleepnumber® ‘Essence’ Limited Edition Queen Mattress $1699 QUEEN 3479 95 2 X PILLOWS
Sleepnumber® ‘Essence’ Limited Edition King Mattress $2299 S I ee p 6 num b er. KING $529.95 > x PILLOWS

Sleepnumber® ‘Essence’ Limited Edition King Ensemble $2699

N 0OMAYNF AUBURN B W facebook.

anv 0790¢€T

Visit www.domayne.com.au 103-123 Parramatta Rd. Find us on
Domayne stores are operated by ind'ependent franchisee.s. 8748 4200 Face boo k®

Discounts are off normal ticketed prices. Not to be used in
conjunction with other offers. Ends 01/07/12.

(entrance from Station Rd carpark)

*I. Conditions of No Deposit, No Interest for 50 months with monthly repayments: Available to approved customers on single or multiple transactions where the amount financed is $1,250 or more on GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard, Buyer's Edge and Gem Visa, or $2,000 on GE Creditline, between 01/06/12
and 01/07/12. Offer available on purchases from Domayne franchisees (excludes online purchases). Minimum monthly repayments must be made during the interest free period, and interest and repayments are payable after the interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly repayment will not pay out
the loan before the end of the interest free period. Offer available on advertised or ticketed price. This notice is given under each of the GO MasterCard, GO Business MasterCard, Buyer's Edge, Gem Visa and GE Creditline Conditions of Use (as applicable), which specify all other conditions for this offer. A $25.00
Establishment Fee for GO MasterCard applies to new applications. The GO Business MasterCard attracts a $40 Annual Fee. Account Service fee of $4.95 per month applies for GO MasterCard, GE CreditLine and Buyer's Edge, and $2.95 per month for GO Business MasterCard, and other fees and charges are payable.
Credit is provided by GE Capital Finance Australia (ABN 42 008 583 588), trading as GE Money. Australian Credit Licence number 392145. *2. Bonus offer applies only with the purchase of the selected products. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Bonus can only be redeemed at the store from
which the applicable product(s) are purchased. Bonus is not transferable for a discount, cash or gift card. For a full refund, all items must be returned in their original condition. Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details. *3. Discounted item must be of equal or lesser value, prior to discount, than full-priced
product purchased. Discounted item and full-priced item must be purchased in the same transaction. Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details.
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Phone:: 02 8724 5800 Fax:: 02 8724 5911
Website:: www.hbhome.com.au Email:: sales@hbhome.com.au
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Tension soars in Egypt as poll results delayed

Supporters of the Muslim Brotherhood'’s presidential candidate Mohamed Morsy shout during a ral-
ly against the military council at Tahrir square in Cairo June 20, 2012. (REUTERSISuhaib Salem)

CAIRO: Authorities de-
layed the announcement
of the winner of Egypt’s
presidential election,
which had been expected
Thursday, and gave no
date for a decision, hik-
ing tension as allegations
of fraud swirled and each
candidate declared he was
the victor.

Amid the atmosphere
of political confusion,
the Muslim Brotherhood
claimed there was an or-
ganized campaign of al-
legations against it to mar
the election and keep its
candidate, Mohammad
Mursi, out of the presiden-
cy. The accusation raises
temperatures and the pos-
sibility of a backlash from
the Brotherhood if its rival
— former PM Ahmad Shafiq
— is declared the winner.
On top of the potentially
explosive dispute over the
election is murkiness over
the latest health scare of
former President Hosni
Mubarak, who was ousted
in Egypt’s uprising last
year and is now serving a
life sentence in prison.
Overnight, state media
reported that he suffered
a stroke and was put on
life support. He was trans-
ferred to a military hospi-
tal from the Cairo prison
hospital where he has
been kept since his June
2 conviction for failing to
stop the killing of protest-
ers during the uprising.
Security officials said
Wednesday he was in a
coma but off life support

and his heart and other
vital organs were func-
tioning. But the ambigu-
ity over his condition has
fueled skepticism among
the public, where many al-
ready suspect that reports
of his deteriorating condi-
tion are merely a pretext
by security and military of-
ficials sympathetic to the
former boss to get him out
of prison to a more com-
fortable facility. Egypt’s
election, touted as a land-
mark moment, entailed
choosing of the country’s
first civilian president in
generations, who was
meant to take the reins of
power from the generals
who have ruled directly
since Mubarak’s removal
on Feb. 11, 2011. Instead,
it is shaping into a possi-
ble confrontation between
the Brotherhood and the
military and entrenched
elements of Mubarak’s old
regime.

In a series of swift moves
over the past week, the
ruling generals have cor-
nered for themselves
sweeping powers that ef-
fectively subordinate the
next president and se-
verely limit his capability
for independent action.

A court order dissolved
parliament led by the
Brotherhood, and the mili-
tary issued a constitution-
al declaration that makes
the generals the nation’s
legislators in control of
the budget. They will dom-
inate the security system
after reshaping a key Na-

tional Defense Council to
keep it under their control,
not the president’s.

The generals will also over-
see the process of writing
Egypt’'s new, permanent
constitution. Allies of the
military and Mubarak-era
officials also hold sway in
the judiciary, the prosecu-
tor’s office and the elec-
tion commission.

“It is clear that there is
sharp polarization be-
tween the army and the

Muslim Brotherhood,”
said Islamist Montasser
al-Zayat, a prominent

rights lawyer and activist.
“It suggests that the next
few days will probably be
difficult for Egypt and the
Egyptians.”

Hundreds of Brotherhood
supporters camped out
in Cairo’s Tahrir Square
Wednesday night, de-
nouncing the ruling mili-
tary and vowing to stay in
place until the parliament,
which was dissolved last
week on a court order, is re-
instated.

Egypt’s Elections Commis-
sion said in a statement that
announcing results will be
postponed from Thursday
because a panel of judges
has to look info some 400
complaints over voting sub-
mitted by both Shafiq and
Mursi’s campaign. The Com-
mission gave no new date.
The Shafiq camp says that
the former air force com-
mander won with 51.5 per-
cent of the vote. Mursi’s
campaign says he got 52
percent

Geagea calls for swift government resignation

BEIRUT: Lebanese Forc-
es leader Samir Geagea
called Wednesday for
a quick resignation of
Prime Minister Najib Mi-
kati’'s government, blam-
ing it for the deteriorating
economic and security
conditions in the country.
Geagea also dismissed
the resumption of Nation-
al Dialogue between rival
leaders as a “distraction”
from the real problems
facing the Lebanese.

“The government must
go because it has failed to
solve problems. The eco-
nomic situation is getting
worse and public debts
are aggravating. Without
confidence, there will be
no economy or [foreign]
investments,” Geagea
told a news conference in
Maarab.

“We are living in a state of
disintegration because of
the presence of this gov-
ernment. A solution lies
with the government’s
resignation as soon as
possible,” Geagea added.
Referring to severe elec-
tricity  rationing  that
gripped Beirut and other
areas in recent days and
to deadly clashes be-
tween opponents and
supporters in Tripoli of
Syrian President Bashar
Assad, as well as clashes
between the Lebanese
Army and Palestinians
in refugee camps in the
north and the south, Gea-
gea said: “The govern-
ment doesn’t exist. The
political authority is ab-
sent. The current govern-
ment is catastrophic. The
best decision for this gov-
ernment is to resign.”
Geagea added that the
government had left the
Army alone to handle se-
curity incidents.

He said that the opposi-
tion March 14 coalition
will not stage a revolution
to topple the Hezbollah-
dominated government,
adding that whatever the
alternative, it cannot be
worse than the current
Cabinet.

Geagea, who boycotted
the first round of National
Dialogue on June 11, re-
iterated his opposition to

the talks, arguing that dia-
logue was not serious and
was designed to cover up
the government’s failure
on security and economic
issues.

“No one is against dia-
logue in principle, but
some are using dialogue
to cover up the reality
we’re living in every day,”
he said.

Ban Ki-moon lauds Cabinet’s re-
launch of National Dialogue

BEIRUT: Prime Minister
Najib Mikati highlighted
during talks with U.N.
Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon in Brazil Wednes-
day the importance of
“fruitful” cooperation with
peacekeepers in south
Lebanon which he said
enhances calm, adding
that his Cabinet was do-
ing its best to spare Leba-
non regional turmoil.

Ban expressed his sup-
port for the Cabinet’s ef-
forts in maintaining sta-
bility in Lebanon, praising
the provision of aid to
Syrian refugees who have
been arriving in Lebanon
since the outbreak of un-
rest in their country in
March 2011.

Separately, Ban com-
mended President Mi-
chel Sleiman’s initiative
to re-launch sessions of
the National Dialogue, ac-
cording to his spokesper-
son.

“The  secretary-general
welcomes the resumption
of the National Dialogue
between political leaders
in Lebanon, and the dec-
laration issued following
the Dialogue meeting on
11 June ... He looks for-
ward to the next meeting
planned for 25 June,” the
spokesperson said.

“The United Nations con-
tinues to believe that the
National Dialogue can
play a crucial part in pro-
moting stability and the
authority of the state in
Lebanon,” the spokesper-
son added.

Sleiman launched dia-
logue after it was stalled
for 18 months.

Talks between Mikati and
Ban were held on the

sidelines of Mikati’s par-
ticipation in the U.N. Con-
ference on Sustainable
Development in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil.

One of the largest envi-
ronmental gatherings in
recent years, the confer-
ence is entitled “20,” as
it comes 20 years after
nations made pledges for
sustainable development.
In their second meeting
in three weeks, Mikati and
Ban discussed the situ-
ation in Lebanon in light
of the Cabinet’s policy
regarding unrest in Syr-
ia, the situation in south
Lebanon and cooperation
between the U.N. Interim
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
and the Lebanese Army.
Accompanying Mikati on
his visit are Foreign Min-
ister Adnan Mansour, En-
vironment Minister Nazim
Khoury, Economy Min-
ister Nicholas Nahhas,
Energy Minister Gebran
Bassil and Ambassador
to the U.N. Nawaf Salam.
Earlier Wednesday, Mikati
attended the opening ses-
sion of the conference,
which addressed the
need to preserve natural
resources and food secu-
rity, and improve security
and economic conditions
worldwide.
will also tackle means to
secure education and job
opportunities for the larg-
est segment of society.
Speaking to reporters,
Mikati said Lebanon
was participating in the
conference “due to its
importance in terms of
discussing the issues of
sustainable development,
alternative energy and en-
vironmental issues.”

Discussions
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Berri-Hezbollah rebuke eases pro-
lests over power outages

P

g N

Residents eat ice cream as they block the road over electricity cuts in the southern
city of Sidon, Wednesday, June 20, 2012. (The Daily StariMohammed Zaatari)

BEIRUT: Speaker Nabih
Berri and  Hezbollah
Wednesday denounced
as a futile tactic the block-
ing of the Beirut airport
highway and other roads
with burning tires to pro-
test severe power ration-
ing, a stance that quickly
led to a drop in street ac-
tion. During his weekly
meeting with MPs at his
residence in Ain al-Tineh,
Berri was reported to
have expressed his deep
distaste with the worsen-
ing electricity supply in
the country.

Referring to the blocking
of the Beirut airport road
by mainly Shiite support-
ers of his Amal Movement
and Hezbollah, Berri was
quoted by MPs as say-
ing: “Work is under way
to prevent the cutting off
of this vital [airport] road
for any reason. Contacts
have been made and are
being made with the rel-
evant authorities for this
purpose.”

“It is no longer acceptable
to remain silent on this
[power] situation which
is the responsibility of ev-
eryone,” he said. “At the
next Cabinet session on
June 21, firm measures
must be taken.”

A similar view was echoed
by Nabatieh MP Moham-
mad Raad, who said
peaceful public protests
against the increased
electricity cuts were “un-
derstandable and justi-
fied.” “But the tactics of
blocking roads and burn-
ing tires will not be useful

in solving [the problem].
Rather, it will further com-
plicate the people’s con-
ditions and obstruct their
movement,” added Raad,
the head of Hezbollah’s
parliamentary bloc.
Blocking roads with burn-
ing tires has become a
common tactic in recent
weeks by people protest-
ing severe power ration-
ing as temperatures rise.
But the situation wors-
ened last Monday night
when Beirut and much of
the country plunged into
total darkness following a
breakdown at the Zahrani
power plant in the south,
which provides more than
one-third of the country’s
electricity.

Protesters refrained from
closing the airport road
and streets in other neigh-
borhoods in the south-
ern suburbs Wednesday
as they had done in the
previous few days. In the
morning, the Tayyouneh-
Shatila road and the Khal-
de-Ouzai highway were
briefly blocked with burn-
ing tires before the Army
intervened to reopen
them.

Protesters also blocked
a number of roads in Si-
don Wednesday evening
before Army personnel
moved to reopen them.
Earlier in the day, resi-
dents of Sidon’s Al-Bar-
rad neighborhood sat on
plastic chairs in the mid-
dle of the street to protest.
“We thought of the chairs
because we wanted to
protest in a civilized man-

ner,” said one protester.
“Burning tires will only
cause dangerous, harm-
ful air pollution.”
Protesters also blocked
the Tyre-Naqoura portion
of the main south Leba-
non highway, which was
re-opened hours later by
the Army, while residents
in the Western Bekaa
stormed the Jub Jennin
power plant, demanding
fewer power cuts. The
Army later removed the
protesters, Electricite du
Liban said in a statement.
Another main reason for
the drop in street protests
against power rationing
was likely the improve-
ment in electricity sup-
ply after the failure at the
Zahrani plant had been
repaired. A source in the
state-run EDL said areas
outside Beirut were suf-
fering 12 hours of ration-
ing per day, compared to
three hours a day in Bei-
rut.

The Future parliamentary
bloc blamed the energy
ministers of MP Michel

Aoun’s Free Patriotic
Movement for the elec-
tricity problem.

“They [the FPM minis-
ters] have been in charge
of this [electricity] sector
for more than four years,
and especially the current
[Energy] Minister [Gebran
Bassil] who has been
busy with vengeful and
spiteful acts and arrang-
ing suspicious deals at
various levels,” the bloc
said in a statement after
its weekly meeting.

Syrian Christians feel vulnerable as country burns

BEIRUT: Inside the be-
sieged Syrian city of
Homs, where hundreds
of civilians are caught up
in a fierce battle between
rebels and government
troops, a small group of
Christians is making its
own desperate pleas for
safety.

Christians, who make
up about 10 percent of
Syria’s population, say
they are particularly vul-
nerable to the violence
sweeping the country of
22 million people. They
are fearful that Syria will
become another Iraq, with
Christians caught in the
crossfire between rival Is-
lamic groups.

“What is happening in
these neighborhoods
pains our hearts,” said
Maximos al-Jamal, a
Greek Orthodox priest
who is still in Homs. He
says about 90 of the ci-
vilians in two besieged
Homs neighborhoods are
Christians, down from
thousands who lived in
the area before the upris-
ing began.

“Before we were staying
here to guard our homes
but now the situation is
unbearable,” one Homs
resident told The Associ-
ated Press by telephone,
asking that his nhame not
be used for fear of repri-
sals by both sides of the
conflict.

He said he feared the
rebels want to keep the
Christians trapped in the
city as a bargaining chip
while the army’s bom-
bardment and ground at-
tacks on the city intensify.
Syrian Christians have
largely stuck by President
Bashar Assad, fearing
the strength of Muslim
hard-liners in the uprising
against his rule.

Several mediators have
made an urgent appeal to
evacuate the Christians
who they fear could be
targeted for their religion.
Syrian Christians don’t
have to look far for an ex-
ample of brutal treatment.

Hundreds of thousands
of Christians fled Iraq af-
ter their community and
others were repeatedly
targeted by extremist mil-
itants in the chaotic years
after Saddam Hussein’s
2003 ouster.

The Christians, who are
trapped in Homs’ Hamidi-
yeh and Bustan Diwan
neighborhoods, include
four children under the
age of 10. There is barely
any electricity or running
water, telephone lines are
unreliable and they are
forced to hide in shelters
during daily shelling.
Pictures posted online
from the neighborhoods
show empty streets full
of debris, bullet-riddled
buildings and churches
with blown up walls and
windows. Al-Jamal said
a Greek Orthodox and a
Protestant church were
destroyed.

Father Michel Noman,
who is trying to mediate
a safe passage for the
Christians, wrote on a Fa-
cebook page dedicated to
Hamidiyeh, that the peo-
ple trapped in the area are
tired.

“l tell them all, there are
people who have been
working to get you out.
We will keep trying 20
more times and 30 more
times in order to rescue
those human beings,”
Noman said.

The turmoil stemming
from the Arab Spring has
deeply unsettled the Mid-
dle East’s Christian popu-
lation.

Syria’s Sunni  major-
ity makes up the back-
bone of the opposition,
and minorities such as
Christians have generally
stuck to the sidelines, in
part out of fears that they
will be marginalized - or
even targeted - if Sunnis
take over.

Assad and the ruling elite
also belong to a minor-
ity sect, the Alawites.
Assad’s regime always
pushed a secular ideol-

ogy, which was seen as
giving minorities a mea-
sure of protection.
Christians hold senior
positions in the state, al-
though some have joined
the opposition, including
prominent writer Michel
Kilo and a top member
of the main opposition
group, the Syrian National
Council, George Sabara,
who were jailed by As-
sad for dissent. The most
senior Christian govern-
ment official is Defense
Minister Dawoud Rajha, a
former army general.
Homs, Syria’s third larg-
est city, has been one of
the hardest hit regions
since the uprising against
Assad’s regime began
in March 2011. Rebels
control several neighbor-
hoods, sparking intense
attacks by government
troops over the past two
weeks.

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross
called on Syria’s govern-
ment and rebel groups
Wednesday to allow it to
reach trapped civilians
and evacuate the wound-
ed and sick.

“Hundreds of civilians
are stuck in the old city of
Homs, unable to leave and
find refuge in safer areas,
because of the ongoing
armed confrontations,”
said the group’s head of
operations for the region,
Beatrice Megevand-Rog-
go.

The rebels have controlled
the Christian neighbor-
hoods of Hamidiyeh and
Bustan Diwan since early
February. Sporadic clash-
es between rebels and
troops have forced tens
of thousands of Chris-
tians to flee the neighbor-
hoods to a relatively safe
area known as the Valley
of the Christians, just out-
side the city.

But those who remain say
three attempts to evacu-
ate them so far have failed
despite efforts by Sunni
clerics and tribal leaders
to help.
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Murdoch wields axe and chequebook

Rupert Murdoch has done it again.

Even as part of his me-
dia empire was prepar-
ing for a harsh round of
job cuts later wednes-
day, Mr Murdoch’s News
Corp has countered with
a $2 billion takeover bid
for Consolidated Media
Holdings - with the sup-
port of fellow billionaire
James Packer who owns
a half stake.

The audacious move
came hours before the lo-
cal arm, News Ltd, is ex-
pected to announce the
loss of as many as 1000
jobs. Staff have been ad-
vised to watch a video
presentation from chief
executive officer Kim Wil-
liams at 1.A5pm, AEST.

The expected job losses
come just two days after
Fairfax Media revealed
plans to lop 1900 jobs,
or about one-in-five
staff, over the next three
years.

A News website is report-
ing that the company will
shrink its 19 eastern sea-
board divisions to just
five over the next 18 to
24 months. It did not dis-
close the scale of the job
losses but said they are
likely to be fewer than
those at Fairfax.
Attention this morning,
though, had been divert-
ed to the surprise take-
over bid for ConsMedia,
itself a major stakehold-

er of Foxtel and Foxtel
Sports.

The News bid for Cons-
Media is $3.50 a share,
or about $1.97 billion,
and has the blessing of
Mr Packer who holds his
controlling stake through
his Consolidated Press
Holdings (CPH) compa-
ny.

ConsMedia shares leapt
35 cents, or 11 per cent,
to $3.43 after trading re-
sumed at 11am AEST.
News shares were little
changed at $20.06.

“CPH welcomes News’s
proposal and looks for-
ward to [ConsMedia] and
News working together
to address the detailed
terms and conditions,”
Mr Packer said in a state-
ment.

CPH considers the offer
price to be fair will sup-
port the proposal in the
absence of a superior
cash offer, he said.

He then told The Aus-
tralian he was “happy
to live with” the $3.50 a
share offer.

News Ltd’s bid was fair,
analysts told Business-
Day, adding it was likely
of the potential bidders to
win regulatory approval.
“Our view is the price is
pretty fair. News Litd is
the most logical buyer
and the least likely to
have problems with the
ACCC,” one analyst said.

Steve Allen, media ex-
pert at Fusion Strategy
said the offer from News
Ltd followed owner News
Corporation’s long es-
tablished strategy of lift-
ing its stakes in partly
held pay TV companies
around the world.

“It was a once in a life-
time opporturtinity” for
News Ltd.

News would emerge
with 50 per cent control
of Foxtel, the country’s
biggest pay TV operator,
and all of FoxTel Sports
- provided it can secure
approval from market
regulator, the Australian
Competition and Con-
sumer Commission. Tel-
stra holds the other half
of Foxtel.

News Corp has been the
centre of a series of in-
vestigations in the UK
after at least one of its
newspapers engaged
in widescale telephone
hacking. The company
has also been accused
of wielding excessive po-
litical clout in the coun-
try - an issue which may
get an airing in Australia
given the current consoli-
dation apparently under-
way.

At Fairfax, meanwhile, in-
vestors are awaiting the
next move by Gina Rine-
hart, the world’s richest
woman and also Fairfax’s
biggest single share-

holder. Mrs Rinehart is
demanding three seats
on the company’s board
and has so far failed to
respond to a letter from
Fairfax journalists calling
on her to sign up to their
charter of independence
from management influ-
ence on their work.
Another of Australia’s ty-
coons, Kerry Stokes, may
also have a say as the
media landscape shifts.
Mr Stokes is the second-
largest shareholder in
ConsMedia, with a stake
of almost a quarter in the
company.

By selling its pay TV hold-
ings, Mr Packer would all
but exit Australia’s media
market, leaving him with
just a 6.9 per cent stake
in Ten Network.

The ConsMedia deal,
though, would bolster
Mr Packer’s warchest
by about $1 billion as he
considers expanding his
10 per cent stake in Echo
Entertainment.

On a much smaller scale,
News is also understood
to have purchased the
niche business commen-
tary website Business
Spectator and its sister
Eureka Report publica-
tion.

The takeover action in
the media sector initially
helped lift Fairfax shares
this morning. They were
up as much as A.2 per
cent or 2.5 per cent in
early trading, to 62 cents,
before giving up the
gains. The stock has had
a volatile week, soaring
on Monday and diving
yesterday.

Shares in Seven Group,
controlled by Mr Stokes,
were up as much as 29
cents, or 3.1 per cent, to
$8.18.

News chief executive Mr
Williams, himself a former
head of Foxtel, has been
reviewing News’ opera-
tions since taking the top
job in December 2011.
News prints The Aus-

tralian, Sydney’s The
Daily  Telegraph and
Melbourne’s Herald Sun
newspapers, has been
battling the same decline
in advertising spending
that has bedevilled other
media companies in Aus-
tralia.

As with newspaper com-
panies worldwide, how-
ever, the company is also
struggling to adjust to
the drift of readership to
online services that tend
to generate much lower
advertising revenue than
traditional newsprint.
One media analyst, who
asked not to be named,
said News Ltd faced simi-
lar challenges to Fairfax.
“Just like you’re seeing
with Fairfax, they’re are
having to realign their
cost bases and find a
pathway to a digital-on-
ly model,” the analyst,
declining to be named,
said.

“In achieving that path-
way there is going to be a
lot of cost reduction and
redundancies.”
Estimates of the News
jobs cuts from analysts
and union officials range
from 400 to 1000, with
half of the cuts to come
from the editorial depart-
ments.

The planned purchases
by News Ltd, as well as
the recent moves by min-
ing magnate Mrs Rine-
hart to take a nearly 20
per cent stake in Fairfax
showed there was too
much concentration in
the industry in Austra-
lia, said Deakin Univer-
sity journalism professor
Martin Hirst.

“It’'s another step in hav-
ing only two media com-
panies in Australia and
the frightening prospect
of one being controlled
by Murdoch and one be-
ing controlled by Rine-
hart,” he said. “It’s Citi-
zen Kane and the mining
magnate.”

“We’re seeing capitalism

at its rawest,” he said.
“The biggest fish eat the
smaller fish.”

The recent concentration
of ownership was “bad”
because of the lack of
diversity of voices, said
Professor Hirst.

Wise Owl equities re-
search firm director Im-
ran Valibhoy said the
potential acquisition by
News Ltd would help
free Mr Packer’s hand for
more involvement in his
casinos business.

“For James Packer to
come out and say he’s
happy with the proceed-
ings thus far, [means] he
may be looking more to-
wards his casinos busi-
ness area,” he said. “For
this business to be taken
off his hands, may not be
such a bad thing.”

News Ltd sees “potential”
in Consolidated Media in
a time when the sector
is not only gripped by
change but by consolida-
tion, said Mr Valibhoy.
“Print media may be
struggling but online
media is still going very
well,” he said. “It all
comes down to the con-
tent,” he said.

“If you have good con-
tent you can charge what
people will pay for it.”

If you look at the UK, no
one expected The Times
to do well charging for
content, but it has, said
Mr Valibhoy.

The Australian, mean-
while, reports News is
expected to announce
as early as today that
it has bought the Busi-
ness Spectator and Eu-
reka Report businesses,
splashing out about $22
million.

BusinessDay under-
stands the online deal
was completed some
weeks ago after Fairfax
turned down an offer to
acquire the company,
Australian Independent
Business Media, for
about $30 million.




Page 37

Saturday 23 June 2012

the middie east

RN

YOAY Slie Y Gl

YV iodua

News

HSU placed into administration

THE Health Services Union
(HSU) has been placed into
administration after a judge
declared it had ceased to
function effectively.

Justice Geoffrey Flick de-
clared that both the state
union, HSUeast, and the
East Branch of the federal
HSU had ceased to function
effectively.

Further, “there are no effec-
tive means under the rules”
of the organisations by
which they could be enabled
to function effectively, he de-
clared in the Federal Court
on thursday.

He ordered former Federal
Court judge Michael Moore
be appointed administrator
of both organisations.

The judge rejected a last min-
ute bid by barrister for HSU
national secretary Kathy
Jackson to re-open the case.
The judge approved an ad-
ministration scheme for both
organisations and ordered
that all official positions be
vacated.

He set out an agreed state-
ment of facts about the dys-
function in both organisa-
tions, including disrupted
meetings, increasing resig-
nations and the inability to
effectively investigate com-
plaints and claims of mis-
conduct about officers.

The organisations also failed
to put controls and proce-
dures in place to ensure
“accountability and proper
governance” in relation to
the expenditure of members’

funds.

“The content of the agreed
statement of facts most
probably meant that from the
outset the appointment of
an administrator was inevi-
table,” the judge said.

“But the basis upon which
those facts had been agreed
has been independently con-
sidered.”

Outside the court, HSU act-
ing national president Chris
Brown said the union was
very pleased with the out-
come.

“The dysfunctionality of the
East Branch was causing
enormous problems for the
union,” he said.

“Now that the branch has
been put into administration
what it will enable is for the
warring factions to no longer
continue their fight within
the union itself.

“It means that after a period
of time, that includes the
breaking up of the branch,
members will have an op-
portunity to decide for them-
selves who they want to run
the union.

“It's about putting the future
of the HSU branch back into
the hands of its member-
ship.”

Ms Jackson said she was
disappointed with the out-
come.

“l want to remind our mem-
bers that the amalgamation
of the union did not cause the
corruption in the HSU East,
and | was quite surprised by
the judge’s decision.

Julian Assange’s anarchy in the UK -
asylum bid breaches bail

A DECISION on the fate
of Australian WikiLeaks
founder Julian Assange will
be made within 24 hours,
Ecuador's deputy foreign
minister Marco Albuja said
Wednesday

Meanwhile, the Gillard Gov-
ernment “totally” rejects
claims that it has “aban-
doned” Wikileaks founder
Julian Assange, who is
seeking political asylum at
the Ecuadorian Embassy in
London.

Ms Gillard says she has no
plans to meet with Equa-
dor’s leaders to discuss the
latest twist involving Julian
Assange.

The Australian born found-

er of Wikileaks has sought
asylum in the Equador High
Commission in London.

“I'm not scheduled to meet
with Equador,” Ms Gillard
said in Rio de Janerio where
she is among 100 world
leaders attending a sustain-
able development confer-
ence.

The PM said she was leaving
the matter to Australian offi-
cials in London.

“Our High Commisison in
London is engaged in the
process of discussing he
matter involving Mr As-
sange

directly with their counter-
parts from Equador in Lon-
don.”

PM Julia Gillard ‘slapped down’ at G20 summit by the Presi-

G20 Leaders Summit Los Cabos Mexico. Prime Minister Julia Gillard arrives
at the G20 Convention Centre and is warmly greeted by the Mexican President
Felipe Calderon on arrival. Picture: David Caird Source: The Daily Telegraph

THE PM has been publicly
slapped down at the G20
summit by the President of
the European Commission
for lecturing Europe on
how to solve its economic
crisis.

In an embarrassing swipe
at the PM, on the first day of
the official meeting of lead-
ers gathered at the Mexi-
can luxury resort region of
Los Cabos, EC President
Jose Manuel Barroso said
he would not be lectured
by anyone.

“Frankly, we are not com-
ing here to receive lessons
in terms of democracy or
in terms of how to handle
the economy,” he said.

On monday the PM drew
fire from business leaders
attending the high powered
talk fest, after telling Eu-
rope it should take lessons
from Australia on how to
manage an economy.
“While we acknowledge
that every country faces its
own unique circumstanc-
es, we do believe there are
some lessons for the world
in the Australian way.”

But the leader of the Eu-
rozone, the single larg-
est economic bloc in the
world, appeared angered
by middle sized economies
such as Australia giving it
gratuitous advice.

Ms Gillard immediately
sought to defuse the row
and issued a statement
claiming she “welcomed
the steps Europe had tak-
en to address its economic
challenges”.

It was a stark contrast to a

letter and speech delivered
the day before the confer-
ence began in which she
demanded Europe act to
stop the world sliding into
recession and offered Aus-
tralia as a model of fiscal
rectitude.

In a comment that is now
likely to split the G20
meeting and dominate
discussions over the com-
ing days, Mr Barroso said
it was not Europe’s fault
it was in such a mess. He
blamed the US.

“By the way this crisis was
not originated in Europe,”
he said at the beginning of
the two day summit.
“Seeing as you mention
North America, this crisis
originated in North Ameri-
ca and much of our finan-
cial sector was contami-
nated by, how can | put
it, unorthodox practices,
from some sectors of the
financial market.”

While it was expected the
summit would focus on
solutions to the Eurozone
crisis, it descended into a
slanging match only hours

before the official talks
were due to begin.
European Council presi-

dent Herman Van Rompuy
echoed Mr Barrosa’s sting-
ing remarks , saying The
G20 statement was worded
to provide support and en-
couragement for Europe.
“We are not the only ones
that are so-called respon-
sible for the current eco-
nomic problems all over
the world,” he said.
“Reforms take time. We

are correcting internal im-
balances and a lot of other
countries have to correct
their huge external imbal-
ances, but we understand
that correcting the exter-
nal imbalances that takes
also time.”

Debate at the summit is
now expected to cen-
tre around Germany’s
demands for continued
austerity and pro-growth
voices.

Ms Gillard has claimed
that Australia’s economic
story proved you could do
both through “responsible
fiscal” settings.

European Council presi-
dent Herman Van Rompuy,
speaking alongside him,
said the draft G20 state-
ment showed “support
and encouragement for the
euro area countries and
leaders and for the Euro-
pean Union as a whole to
overcome this crisis.”

“We are not the only ones
that are so-called respon-
sible for the current eco-
nomic problems all over

dent of the European Commission Jose Manuel Barroso

the world,” he said.

Earlier today, the PM found
one billionaire she was
happy to support when
she announced she an-
nounced Australia would
join Bill Gates, UK Prime
Minister David Cameron
and Canada’s Stephen
Harper, to rid the world of
famine by offering grants
to countries that improve
their food production.

In a side meeting to the
G20 summit of world lead-
ers gathered at the seaside
resort Gion of Los Cabos,
Mexico, the PM struck an
agreement for a $100 mil-
lion global food security
fund to help starving na-
tions.

Ms Gillard said Australia
would contribute $20 mil-
lion to the World Bank ini-
tiative.

ltaly and the US would
also provide funds along-
side the Bill and Melinda
Gates to a program of in-
centives for countries to
improve food production
and quality.

MPs worry over Fairfax cuts

FEDERAL MPs have ex-
pressed concern about
the future of Fairfax Me-
dia, warning a planned re-
structure of the company
has implications for de-
mocracy.

Fairfax announced on
monday that it would cut
1900 jobs, reduce its flag-
ship broadsheet news-
papers in size to tabloid,
and close its two major
printing presses in Syd-
ney and Melbourne in a
bid to cut hundreds of
millions from its balloon-
ing costs.

One in four editorial posi-
tions are under threat in
metro newsrooms as its
publications move to a
digital future.
Communications Minister
Stephen Conroy said the
diversity of political re-
porting was the lifeblood
of democracy.

“Less journalists cover-

ing politics and providing
a diversity of opinion is
clearly over time an un-
healthy thing for democ-
racy,” he told ABC Radio
on tuesday.

“Don’t think politicians
protect democracy,” he
told reporters in Canber-
ra.

“It's the transparency of
the fourth estate that is
the protector of the na-
tion’s democracy.”
Opposition Senate leader
Eric Abetz said there were
media outlets other than
newspapers that would
continue to hold politi-
cians to account.

“While we are willing to
front the cameras | am
sure there will be plenty of
accountability,” he said.
“l look forward to ongo-
ing questions, in the fu-
ture, with or without Fair-
fax being in a particular
format.”
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ACCC launches carbon claims hotline

THE consumer watchdog
has launched a carbon
price claims hotline to
help guard against busi-
nesses who make false
claims about the carbon
tax.

Australian Competition
and Consumer Commis-
sion chairman Rod Sims
said its carbon price
claims hotline would
“make it easier for con-
sumers and business to
complain if they suspect
false price claims are be-
ing made about the car-
bon price”.

“The ACCC is concerned
that consumers may be
duped into accepting a
price increase for a prod-
uct or service because of
the carbon price, when
the carbon price is actu-
ally not the cause,” he
said.

“Through the Carbon
Price Claims Hotline, the
ACCC invites complaints
about false or misleading
carbon price claims.
“While businesses are
free to set their own pric-
es, if they make claims
about the impact of the
carbon price these need
to be truthful and have a
reasonable basis.”

Mr Sims said a business
that makes “a good faith”
approach to calculating
the carbon price for their
business “has nothing to
fear from the ACCC”.
“However businesses
seeking to mislead con-
sumers by making false
price claims about the
carbon price can expect
a call from the ACCC,”
he said.

“The ACCC hotline will
make it easier for con-

sumers and small busi-
ness to alert the ACCC

if what they’re seeing
doesn’t look quite right.
Consumers or busi-
nesses can contact us if
they think a carbon price
claim is false.”

To report a claim or for
further information on
the ACCC’s role in re-
lation to carbon price
claims, visit www.accc.
gov.au/carbon.

Suspect claims can also
be reported on 1300 303
609.

The carbon price takes
effect in under a fort-
night.

Poll finds Prime Minister Julia
Gillard a three-way failure

LABOR’S experiment
to elect Julia Gillard as
leader has been a “spec-
tacular failure” with two
thirds of voters believing
the government is now
demonstrably worse than
two years ago when Kevin
Rudd was dumped.

And they have delivered
a damning assessment
of Ms Gillard’s ability
to deliver on three key
promises - to fix border
protection, tackle climate
change and share the
wealth of the minerals
boom though a mining
tax.

The majority of voters be-
lieve Ms Gillard failed on
climate change through a
broken promise not to in-
troduce a carbon tax, with
59 per cent believing it
would not reduce green-
house emissions, accord-
ing to the latest Galaxy
poll.

A similar number was
unconvinced Labor was
spreading the benefits of
the mining boom to work-
ing families.

But the PM’s greatest fail-
ure has been on border
protection. A decisive 80
per cent of voters claimed
she had failed to stop asy-
lum seeker boats.

THE world is expecting
the G20 summit to come
up with a global rescue
plan and a fix to stop Eu-

rope plunging us back
into recession.

The results confirmed
the political gamble by
Labor's faceless men
to dump Kevin Rudd in
2010 not only backfired
but permanently crippled
Labor, with little prospect
of a near-term recovery
for the government. The
national Galaxy poll of
995 voters conducted
exclusively for The Daily
Telegraph at the weekend
revealed Labor’s primary
vote was at 31 per cent,
compared to the Coali-
tion’s 49 per cent.

The figures, virtually un-
changed since the last
Galaxy poll in April, con-
firmed a prolonged elec-
toral slump under Ms Gil-
lard’s leadership in the
two years since she rolled
Mr Rudd.

The vote, after distribu-
tion of preferences, has
Labor at 44 per cent with
the Coalition at 56 per
cent - a six-point drop
since the 2010 election,
but an eight-point dive
from a Galaxy poll con-
ducted when Ms Gillard
first seized the leader-
ship.

On these current results
Labor could lose up to 30
seats if an election were
held this coming weekend
on the anniversary of the
June 24 leadership coup.

Joe Hockey accuses Julia Gillard of ‘lec-
turing’ world on economic management

Prime Minister Julia Gillard gives a speech at the Business 20 forum ahead of the G20 Sum-

mit in Los Cabos, Mexico. Picture: AFP

THE Australian economy
might be a shining light
amid the global economic
gloom, however Julia Gil-
lard’s decision to advise
European leaders on eco-
nomic management has
been slammed by the op-
position as “the height of
arrogance”.

The Prime Minister, who is
in Mexico for a meeting of
the G20, told Europe that
its economies should fol-
low Australia’s example.
“I'll be urging my European
friends this: Take note of
the Australian way. A cred-
ible commitment to fiscally
responsible growth is the
only way forward. Austra-
lia has shown this is the
way,” she said in a speech
ahead of the talks.

Earlier, a letter written
by the PM and Treasurer
Wayne Swan warning G20
members to act against
the risk of a new global
economic crisis became
“talking point”.

In the letter, which some
have taken as Australia
“lecturing” the world on
economic management,
the PM urged Europe to
engage in the reforms that
had served Australia well.
When asked why she felt
the need to write to world
leaders ahead of the
summit, the PM said she
wanted Australia’s voice
heard.

“We believed it was im-
portant to take all steps

to make Australia’s views
known,” the PM said.

“My understanding from
the senior officials leader
discussions, the letters
have become a talking
point.”

The opposition’s treasury
spokesman Joe Hockey
wasn’t impressed.

“It's the height of arro-
gance for Julia Gillard and
Wayne Swan to be lec-
turing the world on fiscal
rectitude and Government
competence,” Mr Hockey
told The Daily Telegraph
Online.

“Australia is in the posi-
tion it is in thanks to the
financial stability and re-
serves Labor inherited
from the Howard Govern-
ment, as well as the min-
ing boom the government
wants to cripple.

“Rather than telling the
G20 nations how they
should run their econo-
mies, Ms Gillard should be
explaining to Australians
why they have to suffer
under the world’s biggest
carbon tax and the dam-
age it is about to impose.”
The PM said she would
be seeking commitments
from other countries on
action plans for jobs and
growth around the world.

But specifically she would
be speaking European
leaders to urge action on
greater banking and fis-
cal integration across the
Euorozone, banking bail-

outs to prevent Europe
dragging the rest of the
world into recession.
“What happens in Europe
does matter to the econo-
mies of the world,” the PM
said.

“Our major trading part-
ners in our region export
to Europe, so what mat-
ters in Europe matters to
them and, therefore mat-
ters to Australians. Here at
the G20 | will be urging my
European counterparts to
take urgent action on the
issues in Europe.”

The PM wouldn’t com-
ment on polls published
in today’s News Limited
newspapers that showed
most voters believed her
government was worse
than that led by the man
she deposed, Kevin Rudd.
Earlier her arrival into Los
Cabos was delayed after
a police bus careered off
a highway leading to the
summit, plunging into a
ravine.

It is believed up to 30
Mexican police, assigned
to secure the luxurious
resort town for the meet-
ing of world leaders, were
aboard the bus when it
crashed.

Authorities could not con-
firm if or how many had
died or were injured.

The PM’s motorcade was
delayed as traffic chaos
blocked the heavily se-
cured routes into the cen-
tre.
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Refrigerator
Primera Series

NOW
$650

o Stalnless Steel Look refrigerator

e Multi Flow Cooling System

e Full No-Frost System

e Reversible doors

¢ Quick Freezer Compartment

e |nterior Light in both Fridge & Freezer

e Freezer Door Racks

o Eumldlty Controlled Vegetable Crisper
ins

e Twist Ice Trays and Storage Bin

e Nett Total Volume 380It

Square basin and wall mixers

NOW $85 EA

o With square wide lever handle.

¢ Solid brass construction with
chrome finish.

¢ Australian Standard, 4 star
water rating (6.9L/min).

o \WELS approved.

¢ (Comes with 5 years
manufacturer’s warranty on
cartridge.

Calida Privacy Set
Complete
12 years warranty

RRP $73.00
NOW $48

RN

Advertisements

YoNY oo VT el \4 da

“Building or Renovating
HB are people to see”

At 5l

e 900
Frameless
Shower
Screen

=
NOW
. $450
y

e 900mm x 900mm x 1950mm

¢ 10mm thick tempered glass
(toughen glass)

¢ |ncludes hinges, brackets,
‘L’ handle, and 2 x corner
shelves.

e Complies with Australian
standard

¢ 12 months warranty

Solid Doors

RRP $480 NOW $210

Double Loaded 60 x 60
Porcelain Floor Tiles

FROM $14

Oyl 3195 | piigd & Hhone

Shadow Line Vanity
j 750mm

NOW
$240

e Finger Pull with
polyurethane cabinet
and ceramic top.

e Dimensions: 750mm
X 460mm x 540mm

Lex Toilet Suit

NOW
$250

e Available S or P Trap

e Soft Close Seat

e Back To Wall

e 4 5 Litre- 3 Litre Dual Flush
e 4 Star

Multi—furnction Shower Unit
i

_’ WAS-65490

NOW $290

¢ Square or Round

¢ Solid Brass Rail

e Australian Standard, 3 star
water rating

Laminate Timber
Flooring

NOW FROM $13

“A-‘ \
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A 19 i Con) Adgubom ST HLLe Wl 9 sl g Lieile JS

Gally auutig 3 lllt 03S p0 L1 1959)
70 Oxford Street, Guildford NSW 2161
Phone:: 02 8724 5800 Fax:: 02 8724 5911
Website:: www.hbhome.com.au Email:: sales@hbhome.com.au
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1800-049-087 www.moneygram.com

FOR MORE LOCATIONS CALL

@ (02) 9642 8995

ARNCLIFFE, AUBURN, BANKSTOWN, BURWOOD,
CAMPBELLTOWN, CROYDON PARK, GRANVILLE,
GREENACRE, HARRIS PARK, KOGARAH, LAKEMBA,
MERRYLANDS, PARRAMATTA, ROCKDALE

Become a MoneyGram Sub Agent visit
www.ascglobalservices.com.au

L2011 Meneviramn. All tiohte recenied /

AS.C. Global Services Pty Ltd
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[ 358 Guildford Road, Guildford NSW 2161 ]

Email; mkr@nationalstrata.com.au - Web; www.nationalstrata.com.au -
michael.k@nationalre.com.au

. DIVINE

B Reception & Cafering Service
Jebanese & Coutimmta[ Cuisine
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Birthdays, Christenings, Holy Communion, Engagements,
Pre Weddings, Weddings, Ladies Night Out, Wakes,

Christmas & New Year
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Syria violence kills 11, two car

T

BEIRUT: Nine civilians
and two rebels were killed
early Thursday in violence
across Syria, while car
bombs exploded in the
northwest city of Idlib and
the capital Damascus, ac-
tivists reported.

The car bomb in Idlib city
targeted a military check-
point, the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights
said, adding that a num-
ber of soldiers were killed
or wounded in the blast.
No further details were
immediately available.

In Damascus, a car bomb
exploded early morning
in a suburb that houses
a popular Shiite shrine,
wounding two people,
Syrian state media re-
ported.

The blast in the Sayyida
Zeinab neighborhood oc-
curred near the Sadr hos-
pital, leaving a large crater
and damaging vehicles.
State news agency SANA
said the booby-trapped
vehicle was parked in a
garage. It gave an initial
toll of two people wound-
ed.

The Observatory said
meanwhile that clashes
between regime troops
and rebels erupted early
morning in the central
city of Homs, where four
people were killed before
dawn, including three ci-
vilians and a rebel fighter.
It added that Ahmed Bah-
bouh, the head of the
rebel military office in
Rastan and a leading dis-

bombs reported: activists

sident figure, was killed in
violent clashes with gov-
ernment forces in Homs
province, the watchdog
said.

A civilian was killed in
crossfire as rebel fighters
and government troops
clashed at the entrances
of the rebel-held town,
which the regime has
been trying to overrun for
months.

In the southern city of
Daraa five people were
killed before dawn, in-
cluding four in the neigh-
borhood of Tareek Al-Sad,
which was heavily shelled
by regime troops, the Ob-
servatory said.
“Government forces have
surrounded the neighbor-
hood of Tareek Al-Sad in
preparation to storm the
area”, it said.

At least 11 people were
killed across Syria on
Wednesday, including 49
civilians, 21 soldiers and
seven rebels, the watch-
dog said.

Well over 14,000 people
have been killed in the 15-
month revolt in Syria, the
majority of them civilians,
according to the Observa-
tory.

The escalation in violence
follows an assessment by
U.N. peacekeeping chief
Herve Ladsous on Tues-
day that Syria was now
locked in full-scale civil
war, with regime forces
having lost control of
“large chunks of terri-
tory.”

Russia accuses U.S. of arming Syria rebels

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. (REUTERSISergei

Karpukhin)

TEHRAN: Russian For-
eign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov on Wednesday ac-
cused the United States
of supplying weapons to
Syria’s rebels, worsen-
ing the conflict engulfing
Moscow’s allied regime in
Damascus.

Russia was supplying
“anti-air defense sys-
tems” to Damascus in a
deal that “in no way vio-
lates international laws,”
Lavrov told a news con-
ference during a brief visit
to Iran.

“That contrasts with what
the United States is doing
with the opposition, which
is providing arms to the
Syrian opposition which
are being used against
the Syrian government,”
he said.

It was the first time Mos-
cow has directly pointed
the finger at Washington.
Previously, it had said un-
identified “foreign pow-
ers” were arming Syria’s
opposition.

Lavrov’s accusation fol-
lowed a charge by US
Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton on Tuesday
that she had information
Russia was sending to
Syria “attack helicop-
ters... which will escalate
the conflict quite dramati-

cally.”
Asked in the Tehran news
conference specifically

about the helicopter alle-
gation, Lavrov said only
that Moscow was giving
Damascus “conventional
weapons” related to air
defense, and asserted
that the deal complied
with international law.
Russia’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Gennady Gatilov
told reporters last month
that Moscow believed “it
would be wrong to leave
the Syrian government
without the means for
self-defense.”

Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Ali Akbar Salehi said
in the same news con-
ference with Lavrov on
Wednesday that Tehran
and Moscow were “very
close” on the Syria issue.
Western and Arab na-
tions, he said, “are send-
ing weapons to Syria and
forces to Syria, and are
not allowing the reforms
promised by the Syrian
president to be applied.”
Reports in Iran allege
that Qatar, Saudi Arabia
and the United States
are arming Syria’s rebels
-- termed “terrorists” by
Damascus -- while US of-
ficials claim Iran is giving
arms and military advis-
ers to Syria’s regime.
Some observers fear the
conflict, which the UN’s
chief peacekeeper agrees
now resembles a civil
war, could blow up into a

struggle between forces
helped by outside na-
tions.

“There is a real risk of it
sliding into a proxy war
as certain states support
the regime or ‘the opposi-
tion’,” one Western diplo-
mat told AFP, speaking on
condition on anonymity.
“The conflict in Syria cer-
tainly appears to be get-
ting more brutal -- and
not just on one side,” the
diplomat warned.
Monitors say at least
14,100 people have been
killed in the 15-month
uprising against the re-

gime of Syrian President
Bashar Assad.

Russia came under fierce
criticism from Western
and Arab countries for
vetoing two U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions
that would have sanc-
tioned Assad for his use
of force.

Moscow is now trying to
organize an international
conference on Syria that
would include several na-
tions with influence over
the conflict, including Iran.
The United States, Britain
and France, though, ob-
ject to Iran taking part.

Geagea to join Dialogue if Hezbol-

lah’s arms debated

BEIRUT: March 14 MP Mi-
chel Pharaon reiterated
Thursday that Lebanese
Forces leader Samir Gea-
gea would be willing to
participate in the National
Dialogue if discussion of
Hezbollah’s arms and the
national defense strategy
proves serious.

“If [discussion] is serious,
then Geagea is ready to
compromise and partici-
pate in the next dialogue
session,” Pharaon told re-
porters after meeting with
the LF leader in his Meerab
residence.

“We have waited for six
years so that the issue of
Hezbollah’s arms and the
national defense strategy
is on the National Dialogue
table, so we don’t have a
problem with waiting an ad-
ditional 12 days,” he said.
President Michel Sleiman
chaired the first Dialogue
session in 18 months Mon-
day. Participants agreed on
several issues including
distancing Lebanon from
regional and international
conflicts and supporting
the military morally and fi-
nancially.

Geagea was among the ab-
sentees from the session
which took place in Baabda
Palace. He has described
the Dialogue as a waste
of time and said Hezbollah
was not ready to discuss
its arsenal.

Sleiman has said that the
Dialogue’s agenda
cludes discussion of a na-
tional defense strategy that
would benefit from Hezbol-
lah’s arms, the question of
how to disarm Palestinian
camps, and how to resolve
the issue of weapons out-
side the jurisdiction of the
state.

The president has set June
25 for the next session of
the dialogue.

Pharaon also said that Hez-
bollah’s arms are the main
issue facing the country
given that they were used
“in the interior,” in ref-
erence to the May 2008
clashes that contributed
to the proliferation of arms
across the country.

The Beirut MP also said
that dialogue was needed
to support the army, ac-
cusing the government of
failing in this regard.

in-
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U.S. voices support for Lebanon’s Syria policy: minister

Ministerial Council, 6/14/2012. (The Daily Star/Dalati Nohra)

BEIRUT: The United
States has voiced sup-
port for the Lebanese
government’s disassoci-
ation policy on the unrest
in Syria and for the deci-
sions taken this week by
rival political leaders dur-
ing a National Dialogue
session, Information Min-
ister Walid Daouk said
Thursday.

Daouk said Washington’s
stance was spelled out
by U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton in a phone
conversation with Prime
Minister Najib Mikati.
“Clinton expressed U.S.
support for the Lebanese
government’s policy to
dissociate Lebanon from
the developments in Syr-
ia and for the decisions
of the National Dialogue
Committee.”

Daouk added that Clinton
also praised measures
taken by the Lebanese
Army to end deadly clash-
es in Tripoli between sup-
porters and opponents of
Syrian President Bashar
Assad and to maintain
security throughout Leb-
anon.

Clinton also called for-
mer Prime Minister Saad
Hariri to discuss the situ-
ation in the region, espe-
cially Syria, Hariri’s office
said.

The U.S. stance is likely to
give a boost to the Mikati
government, which has
adopted a policy to in-

sulate Lebanon from the
repercussions of the tur-
moil in Syria since anti-
regime protests erupted
there in March last year.
Daouk spoke after a Cabi-
net meeting chaired by
President Michel Sleiman
at Baabda Palace shortly
after Clinton called Mikati
to discuss the situation
in Lebanon and regional
developments.
According to a statement
released by Mikati’s of-
fice, Clinton expressed
“her support for the steps
taken by the Lebanese
government” and praised
the measures taken by
the Lebanese Army to
maintain security in the
country. She commended
the ongoing coopera-
tion between Lebanon’s
Central Bank and the U.S.
Treasury, the statement
added.

For his part, Mikati
thanked Clinton for her
call, stressing “the ne-
cessity and importance
of cooperation between
the two countries, par-
ticularly with regard to
continued [U.S.] logistics
suppotrt for the Lebanese
Army.”

During their first Dialogue
session Monday in more
than 18 months, political
leaders in the rival March
8 and March 14 camps
agreed to commit them-
selves to dialogue and
avoid rhetoric that fuels

sectarian incitement. Re-
sponding to growing lo-
cal and foreign fears of
a spillover of the unrest
in Syria into the country,
they also pledged to work
to consolidate stability
and civil peace in order
to prevent Lebanon from
descending into sectar-
ian strife.

Sleiman called for the re-
sumption of the Dialogue,
suspended since Novem-
ber 2010, in light of dead-
ly sectarian clashes in
Tripoli that killed at least
25 people in incidents
linked to the uprising in
neighboring Syria. The
next Dialogue session
has been set for June 25.
Addressing the Cabinet
session, Sleiman said
that as a result of re-
peated security incidents
on the Lebanese-Syrian
border, particularly in
the Bekaa town of Arsal,
including temporary ab-
duction of Lebanese by
Syrian soldiers, the Leb-
anese Army had set up
two checkpoints on the
shared frontier to main-
tain security and assert
state authority, Daouk
said at Baabda Palace.
Sleiman praised the Dia-
logue session, saying
discussions had resulted
in “a very important dec-
laration” with the rival
leaders’ agreement to
keep Lebanon away from
regional and international

conflicts. “In return, no
one wants to establish a
buffer zone to smuggle
arms and gunmen [into
Syria],” Sleiman said, ac-
cording to Daouk.

Syria has accused some
Lebanese opposition par-
ties of financing rebel
forces and smuggling
arms to them. March
14, which strongly sup-
ports the Syrian upris-
ing against Assad, has
repeatedly accused Da-
mascus of violating the
border with Lebanon and
launching attacks against
Lebanese citizens and
Syrian refugees. Sev-
eral Lebanese have been
killed or wounded by Syr-
ian gunfire in border inci-
dents.

Meanwhile, Cabinet ap-
proved a draft law allocat-
ing an additional LL1.167
trillion to cover public
sector expenses, bring-
ing to LL11.5 trillion the
total amount in advanced
payments and treasury
loans to the Finance Min-
istry, Daouk said.

Last week, Cabinet ap-
proved an urgent draft
law to allocate LL10.394
trillion in treasury bills
to cover public expenses
for2012. It also approved
a treasury loan of LL150
billion to finance the im-
plementation of develop-
ment projects in Tripoli
and another treasury loan
of LLA50 billion to fund
implementation of devel-
opment projects in other
parts of the country.
Daouk said Sleiman
briefed the Cabinet on a
series of reports issued
by the U.S. Commerce De-
partment and the World
Bank indicating that Leb-
anon had the potential
to attract investments if
reforms were carried out
in infrastructure invest-
ments, public spending
in teaching, protection of
individual property,
duction of economic im-
balance, improving com-

re-

petition and women’s role
in the economy.

Daouk said Cabinet au-
thorized the Interior Min-
istry to take the neces-
sary measures to hold
by-elections, set for July
15 in Koura, to fill a Greek
Orthodox parliamentary
seat left vacant by the
death of Lebanese Forces
MP Farid Habib.

Mikati called on Cabinet
to meet at Baabda Palace
on June 21. Daouk said
the next session would
discuss the draft 2012
state budget if Finance
Minister Mohammad Sa-
fadi recovered from ill-
ness by then.

Mikati also voiced hope
that the resumption of a
Dialogue session would
give hope for young peo-

ple who are worried about
their future.

“It is no secret to say that
one of the challenges
facing us is our ability
to convince the educat-
ed, talented, successful
and life-loving Lebanese
young people to be opti-
mistic and be convinced
that their future would bet-
ter than their present, and
more stable and prosper-
ous, and that the country
is heading in the right
direction,” Mikati told an
educational ceremony at
Jamhour School.

“I am fully hopeful that
the resumption of the
National Dialogue Com-
mittee will provide a new
incentive, restoring hope
to the worried youth,” Mi-
kati said.

Pope still plans to visit Leba-
non despite violence in Syria

BEIRUT: Preparations for
Pope Benedict XVI’s visit
to Lebanon in September
are going ahead despite
the escalating violence
in Syria, the Vatican said
Thursday, dismissing
earlier reports about a
possible cancellation of
the trip because of the
crisis next door.

“There is no uncertainty
about the preparations,”
Benedict’'s  spokesman
Federico Lombardi told
a news conference at the
Vatican.

“The Holy See is doing
everything to make sure
the trip takes place as
planned” on Sept. 14-16,
he said.

But he cautioned that
“the future is not in our
hands.”

The Vatican Insider web-
site said the Holy See’s
“reticence at giving pre-
cise details of the voyage
is telling of a desire to
move slowly in a regional
situation that is becoming
more explosive daily.”
ILMEDIA, an agency spe-

cializing in Vatican news,
had said Wednesday that
the 15-month-old turmoil
in Syria and its impact on
Lebanon had put Bene-
dict’s visit in doubt. It
“could be canceled at the
last minute,” the agency
said, quoting unnamed
sources.

There are fears at the
Vatican that the upris-
ing, which activists say
has claimed more than
14,400 lJives since the
Syrian regime began
cracking down on pro-
tests in March last year,
could spill over into
northern Lebanon. A se-
ries of security incidents
on the Lebanese-Syrian
border and deadly clash-
es between supporters
and opponents of Syrian
President Bashar As-
sad in Tripoli recently
have heightened fears of
a spillover of the Syrian
conflict into Lebanon.
Top U.N. officials have
described the situation in
Syria as a full-scale civil
war.
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Electricity bills to go up again
- by 21 per cent in the city

Household electricity
prices are to rise by up to
21 per cent from July 1 -
or about $7 a week - due
to the carbon tax and the
cost of renewable energy
schemes.

Gas prices are also to
rise, by up to 15 per cent,
again largely due to the
carbon tax.

AGL customers will pay
an extra $2.03 a week, on
average, equal to $104
a year, the Independent
Pricing and Regulatory
Tribunal said.

All rises, both gas and
electricity, are to take ef-
fect from July 1.

In its final decision re-
leased today, IPART said
heavy spending to up-
grade the electricity net-
work, coupled with the
impact of the carbon tax,
was driving electricity
prices higher.

The tribunal called for
changes to limit future
price rises.

Prices will rise by an aver-
age of 18 per cent across
the state, which is higher
than the interim decision
of an average 16 per cent,
with this increase due
to higher than expected
costs to generate elec-
tricity.

Customers of Energ-
yAustralia, who mostly
live in the inner city and
eastern suburbs, will face
the highest rises of 20.6
per cent, or $364 a year

for most households.
Most rural households
will face rises of up to
19.7 per cent ($8.21 a
week, or $427 a year),
while customers of Inte-
gral Energy, who mostly
live in Sydney’s western
suburbs, face an 11.8 per
cent rise ($4 a week, or
$208 a year).

These rises will hit cus-
tomers who are sitill
on regulated tariffs, al-
though not those who
have switched accounts
to rival suppliers. House-
holds still on regulated
tariffs account for about
half of the total.

“There are aspects of the
National Electricity Rules
and the National Elec-
tricity Law that could be
changed to reduce pres-
sure on prices and to
make sure that expendi-
ture on the electricity net-
work is efficient,” IPART
chairman Dr Peter Boxall
said.

“We’ve also outlined
some areas around reli-
ability standards, green
schemes, and subsidies
that could be reviewed to
limit future price increas-
es.”

The primary driver in the
rising prices is heavy
spending to upgrade
the electricity network,
the so-called “poles and
wires”, he said. This ac-
counts for around half
the price increase.

HSU a dysfunctional soap op-
era, says Bill Shorten in wake
of Kathy Jackson attack

HSU national secretary Kathy Jackson told the HR Nicholls Soci-
ety Workplace Minister Bill Shorten was like ‘Dracula in charge of
the blood bank’. Picture: Alan Pryke Source: News Limited

WORKPLACE Minister Bill
Shorten has branded the
Health Services Union a
“dysfunctional soap op-
era” and declared its lead-
ers faced losing their jobs
after its national secretary
Kathy Jackson accused
him of using unions as
factional chess pieces.

Ms Jackson, who is fight-
ing to retain her positions
in the HSU and its trou-
bled East branch, told the
conservative HR Nicholls
Society last night that Mr
Shorten was like “Dracu-
la in charge of the blood
bank” in his position as
Workplace Minister.

Mr Shorten, through his
spokesman, said he was
pleased the Federal Court
had agreed to appoint an
administrator to deal with
“systemic  dysfunction”
within the HSU.

“This is an important step
in returning the union to
its members and, while
matters for the interim ad-
ministrator, a number of
senior HSU officials are
likely to be suspended or
lose their jobs as a result,”
his spokesman said.

“The Minister’'s focus
throughout the process
has been to end the dys-
functional soap opera that
had characterised the ac-
tivities of the HSU East
Branch under its current
leadership and do what is

necessary return the con-
trol of the organisation
to the hard working HSU
members.”

As well as being an official
with the HSU’s national
branch, Ms Jackson is
the executive president of
HSU East.

Her barrister last week
questioned the Federal
Court’s power to spill the
positions of the unions’
officials, saying under
company law they re-
mained suspended but
not removed.

In her speech last night,
Ms Jackson said Mr Short-
en - the former national
secretary of the Austra-
lian Workers Union - was
“probably the most senior
factional warlord in the
ALP”.

“Do | need to point out
that Minister Shorten is an
international grand mas-
ter in the process of using
unions as chess pieces in
ALP factional warfare?”
she said.

Ms Jackson called for
unions to face the same
governance rules that ap-
ply to corporations.

But it’s understood Mr
Shorten and the union
movement are opposed
to the proposal because
unions, as not-for-profit
entities, operate under dif-
ferent circumstances to
companies.

Tony Abbott says MRRT will
be expanded

THE federal government
will expand and increase
the mining tax if it wins
the next election and that
could put the Olympic
Dam expansion at risk,
Opposition Leader Tony
Abbott says.

Uranium and copper
mined at the BHP Billiton
project in South Austra-
lia’s north is not currently
included in the govern-
ment’s mineral resources
rent tax (MRRT).

But Mr Abbott said that
might not always be the
case.

“This government, of
course, will clobber other
parts of the mining indus-
try, it will increase the rate
of the mining tax,” Mr Ab-
bott told reporters in Ad-
elaide on Wednesday.
“Because they need the
money.

“So of course they are go-
ing to increase the mining
tax and that means that
projects like Olympic Dam
are at risk.”

BHP Billiton is expected to
make a decision by the end
of 2012 on the proposed
$30 billion expansion at

Olympic Dam which will
create the world’s biggest
open-cut mine.

The state government has
approved the expansion
but legislation passed by
state parliament requires
the company to make a
decision by the end of the
year.

Mr Abbott said Prime Min-
ister Julia Gillard should
give BHP Billiton a guar-
antee that the MRRT would
never be imposed on cop-
per and uranium.
Premier Jay Weatherill said
Mr Abbott’'s comments
were “empty rhetoric” as
the state government had
already been given an as-
surance that the company
would make a decision on
the expansion by the end
of 2012.

“This is simply Mr Abbott
feigning an interest in
South Australia,” he said.
Deputy opposition leader
Mitch Williams welcomed
Mr Abbott’s comments.

“It is essential that all im-
pediments to the Olympic
Dam expansion are re-
moved,” Mr Williams said
in a statement.

Opposition MPs buying coal

mine shares - PM

PRIME Minister Julia Gil-
lard has fended off claims
government staffers are
compiling dirt files on Op-
position MPs.

Instead she said Austra-
lians had a right to know
which Coalition members
were buying shares in
coal companies while the
Opposition was warning
the carbon tax would Kill
the industry.

The ABC quoted on
Thursday a Labor source
as saying ministerial staff
had been instructed to dig
up dirt on political oppo-
nents by combing the in-
ternet, past speeches and
references to their young-
er days.

Ms Gillard sought to link
the report to the Opposi-
tion’s scare campaign on
the carbon tax.

“The Opposition has been
running around saying the
world’s going to end on
the first of July,” she told
ABC Radio, adding Oppo-
sition Leader Tony Abbott
had said it would be the
end of the coal industry.
“Yet Opposition members
have been buying shares
in coal mining compa-
nies.”

People were entitled to
know what Opposition
MPs invested in so they
could weigh the worth of
“those doom and gloom
claims”, she said.
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The first homebuyers
grant has been boosted in
a tough NSW budget, with
housing and construction
the centrepiece, Treasur-
er Mike Baird says.

The budget papers con-
firmed reports of a $337
million deficit in 2011-12,
compared to the forecast
of $718 million last year,
and a $824 million deficit
in 2012-13.

However, the state bounc-
es back into surplus the
following three years de-
spite a string of deficits
predicted in December’s
mid-year review, with a
$1.172 Dbillion surplus
forecast for 2015-16.

As expected, Mr Baird’s
second budget confirmed
the government would im-
plement a new labour ex-
pense cap of 1.2 per cent
which could see 10,000
public sector jobs losses
over four years, cuts of
$1.24 billion in govern-
ment programs and a
12.5 per cent increase in
speeding fines.

Despite weeks of pre-bud-
get leaks to the media, Mr
Baird did have a few sur-
prises up his sleeve, in-
cluding a more than dou-
bling of the First Home
Owners Grant to first time
buyers of new properties.
Under his Building the
State package, which Mr
Baird said was at the heart
of Tuesday’s budget, the
grant would increase
from $7,000 to $15,000 on
October 1, then drop to
$10,000 from 2014.

The budget will also in-
troduce the New Home

Grant of $5,000 to all oth-
ers buying a new prop-
erty up to $650,000, while
existing first home buyer
stamp duty concessions
will apply on new proper-
ties up to that amount - an
increase of $50,000.

Mr Baird said the grants
were ‘the most generous
scheme in Australia’.

The package also includes
a $561 million boost in
infrastructure funding to
stimulate housing supply,
including $181 million for
high-priority projects he
said would accelerate the
release up to 76,000 new
housing lots.

‘This scheme targets in-
centives where they are
needed most, by shifting
incentives to new homes,’
Mr Baird told parliament.
‘By better targeting incen-
tives, by funding infra-
structure and by clearing
roadblocks to develop-
ment, we will stimulate the
housing and construction
sector which forms such
a critical part of the state’s
economy.

‘We are committed to kick-
start housing and con-
struction activity across
this great state.’

Mr Baird also unveiled
plans for the long-term
lease of Port Kembla, say-
ing it ‘could add substan-
tial value’ to the future
leasing of Port Botany
in Sydney, announced in
last year’s budget.

‘From the proceeds we
will invest up to $100
million in infrastructure
in the lllawarra as deter-
mined by Infrastructure

NSW,” Mr Baird said.

In a move that will please
the business lobby, the
payroll tax threshold will
be raised to $689,000,
from $678,000.

The budget also con-
firmed money would be
devoted to hire 500 new
nurses, 400 new police,
and $30 million would be
set aside to start a new
Sydney motorway, to be
decided after advisory
body Infrastructure NSW
releases its 20 year prior-
ity list in September.
Sydney’s North-West Rail
Link will get $3.3 billion
over four years, while
$1.5 billion has been
committed to completing
the Pacific Highway, de-
spite the commonwealth
government calling on
NSW to match its fund-
ing of $3.9 billion.

Mr Baird attributed the
budget turnaround to
tough savings measures
to rein in government
expenditure, such the
unpopular public sector
wage cap and last year’s
reform of the police death
and disability scheme.
He also trumpeted the
government’s asset pro-
gram, which has already
delivered the long-term
lease of Sydney’s desali-
nation plant, and laws to
sell-off the power gen-
erators.

‘In this budget we have
taken tough and diffi-
cult decisions,” Mr Baird
said.

‘We have taken our med-
icine today, so we can
have a healthy future.’

seas Money
Transfer NEW
from Beirut
Hellenic Bank

Beirut Hellenic Bank is
pleased to announce
the successful launch
of the Overseas Money
Transfer facility on In-
ternet Banking!

The new feature will al-
low customers to eas-
ily and conveniently
send money to suppli-
ers, friends and fam-
ily around the globe
through a user-friendly
interface.

The main features of
the facility include:

- User centric interface.
- Ability to view and use
past payment details.

- Ability to save and use
beneficiary list details.
- Transfer funds from
customer’s AUD or for-
eign currency transac-
tion account.

- Transfer funds in ma-
jor traded currencies:
AUD, EUR, USD, GBP,
and NZD.

- Obtain FX rates on
line.

- Safety with Factor2
authentication.

- Many to sign capabil-
ity for business cus-
tomers.

In addition, Beirut Hel-
lenic Bank will be of-
fering a free of charges
online Money Transfer
between Beirut Hel-
lenic Bank (BHB) and
Bank of Beirut Lebanon
(BOB), in line with the
Bank’s strategy to link
Australians with their
families overseas pro-
viding superior prod-
ucts and services.

If you are a Beirut Hel-
lenic Bank customer,
visit one of our branch-
es or www.beiruthel-
lenic.com.au and regis-
ter for Internet Banking
to enjoy the benefits of

4 ] )
Online Over-

¢h|s facility. Y
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Joan and Glenn

As an enhancement
of his services to the
Electorate, Member
for East Hills, Glenn
Brookes, today
launched a JP ser-
vice from his Reves-
by Office.

“The JP will be on
duty every Monday
from 10:00am to
12:00pm.” Glenn
Brookes said.

“Five locals have vol-
unteered their time
to provide a regular
JP service and | am
very grateful to each
of them.”

The JPs can withess
and attest many doc-
uments such as:
-Statutory Declara-
tions

-Affidavits

-Certify copies of
original documents

-Witness the signing
of Power of Attorney
and  Guardianship
documents, provid-
ing the JP is satisfied
with the capability of
the signatory
-Waiver of Rights
-Search Warrants
-Drug Warrants
-Divorce documents
“You don’t have to
make an appoint-
ment, just come over
to the office.” Glenn
Brookes said.
“Everyone needs a
JP once in a while
and knowing that
one will be on duty
locally will be of
great benefit to many
people.”

Media: Geoffrey
Grasso 0421 778
671
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